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INTRODUCTION 


The Gallup Poll: Public Opinion 2000 contains the findings of the more than 300 daily 
Gallup Poll reports released to the American public by CNN, USA Today , and the 
Chicago Tribune Newspaper Syndicate during the year 2000. Tire latest volume reveals 
the attitudes and opinions of individuals and key groups within the American popula¬ 
tion concerning national and international issues and events of the year. Included is a 
detailed presentation and analysis of the daily vote-for-president tracking data in the 
2000 presidential election contest, one of the closest in the nation's history 

The 2000 volume is the most recent addition to the 26-volume Gallup collection, 
Public Opinion, 1935—2000, the largest compilation of public opinion findings ever 
published and one of the largest reference works produced on any subject. The 
Gallup collection documents tire attitudes and opinions of Americans (and where ap¬ 
propriate, citizens of other countries) on national and international issues and events 
from Franklin D. Roosevelt's second term to the present. 

Shown in detail are results of the more than 60,000 questions that tire Gallup Poll— 
the world's oldest and most respected public opinion poll—has asked of the public 
over the last seven decades. Results of the survey questions appear in the nearly 10,000 
Gallup Poll reports, reproduced in the 26 volumes. These reports, the first of which 
was released on October 20,1935, have been provided to client media on a continuous, 
two-to-five times per week basis since that time. The contents of the collection are ref¬ 
erenced in detail in the Gallup Poll Cumulative Index published by Scholarly Resources 
in 1999. 

The 26-volume collection documents public opinion from 1935 to the present in 
the following five separate and distinct areas: 

1. Recording the Public's Response to Major Nezos Events. Gallup has recorded the 
public's attitudes and opinions in response to every major news event of the last 
seven decades. Examples include Adolf Hitler's invasion of the Soviet Union, the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor, the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima, the assas¬ 
sination of President John F. Kennedy, the moon landing, the taking of U.S. hostages 
in Iran, the World Trade Center bombing, the O. J. Simpson trial verdict, and the 
Elian Gonzalez custody dispute. 

2. Measuring the Strength of Support for the President, Political Candidates, and Political 
Parties. For over sixty years, Gallup has measured, on a continuous basis, the strength 
of support for the president, for the congressional opposition, and for various political 









candidates and parties in national elections. This is the role most closely associated 
with Gallup in the public's mind. 

3. Tracking the Public's Attitudes Concerning Enduring Societal Issues. Since 1935, 
Gallup has tracked the public's attitudes and opinions concerning a wide range of 
enduring societal issues, including such narrowly defined issues as abortion and 
capital punishment as well as broader, multifaceted ones such as crime, the environ¬ 
ment, and education. Most of Gallup's long-term subjective social indicators, which 
are designed to measure social, political, and economic attitudinal trends, are found 
in this category. 

4. Revealing American Lifestyle Trends. Another ongoing Gallup polling activity 
has been to document American lifestyles, including periodic measurements of par¬ 
ticipation in a wide range of leisure activities and other pursuits. Additional exam¬ 
ples include frequent series describing the public's tastes and favorites in various 
areas, and their knowledge level as revealed by national' "quizzes" in geography, his¬ 
tory, science, politics, and the like. 

5. Gauging and Charting the Public's Mood. From its earliest days the Gallup Poll 
has sought to determine, on an ongoing basis, Americans' satisfaction or dissatisfac¬ 
tion with the direction in which the nation appeared to be headed and with the way 
they thought that their personal lives were progressing. This process also has in¬ 
volved regular assessments of the people's mood regarding the state of the nation's 
economy as well as the status of their personal finances, their jobs, and other aspects 
of their lives. 

Two of the most frequently asked questions concerning the Gallup Poll are: Who 
pays for or provides financial support to the Poll? And who determines which topics 
are covered by the Poll or, more specifically, who decides which questions are asked 
on Gallup surveys? Since its founding in 1935 the Gallup Poll has been underwritten 
by the nation's daily newspapers, which pay for the column on a syndicated or 
shared cost basis. In recent years, funding also has come from CNN and the national 
daily newspaper L/SA Today. Subscribers to the Poll include Republican, Democratic, 
and independent newspapers that represent every shade of the ideological spectrum. 

Suggestions for poll questions come from Gallup's media subscribers, from other 
print and broadcast media, and from institutions as well as from individuals, includ¬ 
ing members of Congress and other public officials, university professors, and foun¬ 
dation executives. In addition, the public themselves are regularly questioned about 
the problems and issues facing the nation as they perceive them. Their answers es¬ 
tablish priorities and provide an up-to-the-minute list of topic areas to explore 
through the Poll. 

The Gallup Poll, as it is known today, began life on October 20,1935, as a nation¬ 
ally syndicated newspaper feature titled "America Speaks—The National Weekly 
Column of Public Opinion." For brevity's sake, the media quickly came to refer to the 
column as The Gallup Poll, after its founder and editor-in-chief. Dr. George H. Gallup. 
Although Dr. Gallup had experimented during the 1934 congressional and 1932 presi¬ 
dential election campaigns to develop more accurate techniques for measuring public 
opinion, including scientific sampling, the first Gallup survey results to appear in 
print were those reported in the initial October 20, 1935, column, (The Roper Poll also 
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began operations in 1935, coinciding closely with the founding of the Gallup Poll, 
when Elmo Roper began conducting a quarterly public opinion column for Fortune 
magazine.) 

Although the new scientific opinion polls en oyed almost immediate popular 
success, their initial efforts were met with skepticism from many quarters. Critics 
questioned, for example, how it was possible to determine the opinions of the entire 
American populace based on only 1,000 interviews or less, or how one knew whether 
people were telling the truth. The credibility of the polls as well as their commercial 
viability was enhanced significantly, however, when Gallup correctly predicted that 
Roosevelt would win the 1936 presidential election in a landslide, directly contradict¬ 
ing the forecast of the Literary Digest Poll, the poll of record at that time. The Digest 
Poll, which was not based on scientific sampling procedures, claimed that FDR's 
Republican challenger, Alfred M. Landon, would easily win the election. 

Over the subsequent six decades the scientifically based opinion polls have 
gained a level of acceptance to where they are used today to investigate virtually 
every aspect of human experience in most nations of the world. To a large extent, 
this acceptance is due to the record of accuracy achieved by the polls in pre-election 
surveys. For example, in the sixteen presidential elections since 1936, the deviation 
between Gallup's final pre-election survey figures and the actual election results is 
2.2%; and, since 1960, only 1.5%. Correspondingly, in the fifteen midterm con¬ 
gressional elections measured since 1936, the deviation between Gallup's final pre¬ 
election survey figures and the actual election results is 1.5%. These tests of 
candidate strength or "trial heats," which were introduced by Gallup in the 1930s 
(along with the presidential "approval" ratings), demonstrate that scientific survey 
techniques can accurately quantify public sentiment. 

A. M. G. 
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THE SAMPLE 


Although most Gallup Poll findings are based on telephone interviews, a significant 
proportion is based on interviews conducted in person in the home. The majority of 
the findings reported in Gallup Poll surveys is based on samples consisting of a mini¬ 
mum of 1,000 interviews. The total number, however, may exceed 1,000, or even 
1,500, interviews, where the survey specifications call for reporting the responses of 
low-incidence population groups such as young public-school parents or Hispanics. 

Design of the Sample for Telephone Surveys 

The findings from the telephone surveys are based on Gallup's standard national tele¬ 
phone samples, consisting of unclustered directory-assisted, random-digit telephone 
samples utilizing a proportionate, stratified sampling design. The random-digit aspect 
of the sample is used to avoid "listing" bias. Numerous studies have shown that 
households with unlisted telephone numbers are different from listed households. 
"Unlistedness" is due to household mobility or to customer requests to prevent publi¬ 
cation of the telephone number. To avoid this source of bias, a random-digit procedure 
designed to provide representation of both listed and unlisted (including not-yet- 
listed) numbers is used. 

Telephone numbers for the continental United States are stratified into four regions 
of the country and, within each region, further arranged into three size-of-community 
strata. The sample of telephone numbers produced by the described method is repre¬ 
sentative of all telephone households within the continental United States. 

Only working banks of telephone numbers are selected. Eliminating nonworking 
banks from the sample increases the likelihood that any sampled telephone number 
will be associated with a residence. 

Within each contacted household, an interview is sought with the youngest man 
18 years of age or older who is at home. If no man is home, an interview is sought 
with the oldest woman at home. This method of respondent selection within house¬ 
holds produces an age distribution by sex that closely approximates the age distribu¬ 
tion by sex of the total population. 

Up to three calls are made to each selected telephone number to complete an in¬ 
terview. The time of day and the day of the week for callbacks are varied to maxi¬ 
mize the chances of finding a respondent at home. All interviews are conducted on 
weekends or weekday evenings in order to contact potential respondents among the 
working population. 
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The final sample is weighted so that the distribution of the sample matches cur¬ 
rent estimates derived from the U.S. Census Bureau's Current Population Survey 
(CPS) for the adult population living in telephone households in the continental 
United States. 


Design of the Sample for Personal Surveys 

The design of the sample for personal (face-to-face) surveys is that of a replicated 
area probability sample down to the block level in the case of urban areas and to seg¬ 
ments of townships in the case of rural areas. 

After stratifying the nation geographically and by size of community according 
to information derived from the most recent census, over 350 different sampling lo¬ 
cations are selected on a mathematically random basis from within cities, towns, and 
counties that, in turn, have been selected on a mathematically random basis. 

The interviewers are given no leeway in selecting the areas in which they are to 
conduct their interviews. Each interviewer is given a map on which a specific start¬ 
ing point is marked and is instructed to contact households according to a predeter¬ 
mined travel pattern. At each occupied dwelling unit, the interviewer selects 
respondents by following a systematic procedure that is repeated until the assigned 
number of interviews has been completed. 

Weighting Procedures 

After the survey data have been collected and processed, each respondent is as¬ 
signed a weight so that the demographic characteristics of the total weighted sample 
of respondents match the latest estimates of the demographic characteristics of the 
adult population available from the U.S. Census Bureau. Telephone surveys are 
weighted to match the characteristics of the adult population living in households 
with access to a telephone. The weighting of personal interview data includes a fac¬ 
tor to improve the representation of the kind of people who are less likely to be 
found at home. 

The procedures described above are designed to produce samples approximat¬ 
ing the adult civilian population (18 and older) living in private households (that is, 
excluding those in prisons, hospitals, hotels, religious and educational institutions, 
and those living on reservations or military bases)—and in the case of telephone sur¬ 
veys, households with access to a telephone. Survey percentages may be applied to 
census estimates of the size of these populations to project percentages into numbers 
of people. The manner in which the sample is drawn also produces a sample that ap¬ 
proximates the distribution of private households in the United States. Therefore, 
survey results also can be projected to numbers of households. 

Sampling Tolerances 

In interpreting survey results, it should be borne in mind that all sample surveys are 
subject to sampling error—that is, the extent to which the results may differ from 
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what would be obtained if the whole population surveyed had been interviewed. 
The size of such sampling errors depends largely on the number of interviews. 

The following tables may be used in estimating the sampling error of any per¬ 
centage. The computed allowances have taken into account the effect of the sample 
design upon sampling error. They may be interpreted as indicating the range (plus or 
minus the figure shown) within which the results of repeated samplings in the same 
time period could be expected to vary, 95 percent of the time, assuming the same 
sampling procedure, the same interviewers, and the same questionnaire. 

Table A shows how much allowance should be made for the sampling error of a 
percentage. Let us say a reported percentage is 33 for a group that includes 1,000 re¬ 
spondents. First, we go to the row headed "Percentages near 30" and then go across to 
the column headed "1,000." The number here is 4, which means that the 33 percent 
obtained in the sample is subject to a sampling error of plus or minus 4 points. 
Another way of saying it is that very probably (95 chances out of 100) the average of 
repeated samplings would be somewhere between 29 and 37, with the most likely fig¬ 
ure being the 33 obtained. 

In comparing survey results in two samples, such as for men and women, the 
question arises as to how large must a difference between them be before one can be 
reasonably sure that it reflects a real difference. In Tables B and C, the number oi 
points that must be allowed for in such comparisons is indicated. Table B is for per¬ 
centages near 20 or 80, and Table C is for percentages near 50. For percentages in be¬ 
tween, the error to be allowed for is between those shown in the two tables. 

Here is an example of how the tables would be used: Let us say that 50 percent of 
men respond a certain way and 40 percent of women also respond that way, for a dif¬ 
ference of 10 percentage points between them. Can we say with any assurance that 
the 10-point difference reflects a real difference between men and women on the 
question? The sample contains approximately 600 men and 600 women. 


TABLE A 

Recommended Allowance for Sampling Error of a Percentage 





In Percentage Points 
(at 95 in 100 confidence level)* 
Sample Size 




1,000 

750 

600 

400 

200 

100 

Percentages near 10 

2 

3 

3 

4 

5 

5 

7 

Percentages near 20 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

7 

9 

10 

Percentages near 30 

4 

6 

6 

S 

Percentages near 40 

4 

4 

5 

8 

8 

11 

Percentages near 50 

4 

4 

D 

5 

6 

11 

Percentages near 60 

4 

4 

6 

8 

11 

10 

Percentages near 70 

4 

4 

4 

6 

8 

Percentages near 80 

3 

4 

4 

5 

7 

9 

Percentages near 90 

2 

3 

3 

4 

5 

7 

The chances are 95 in 100 that the 

sampling error is not larger than the figures shown 
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TABLE B 

Recommended Allowance for Sampling Error of the Difference 


In Percentage Points 
(at 95 in 100 confidence level)* 

Percentages near 20 or percentages near 80 

750 600 400 200 

Size of sample 

750 5 

600 5 6 

400 6 6 7 

200 8 8 8 10 

*The chances are 95 in 100 that the sampling error is not larger than the figures shown. 


TABLE C 

Recommended Allowance for Sampling Error of the Difference 

In Percentage Points 
(at 95 in 100 confidence level)* 

Percentages near 50 

750 600 400 200 

Size of sample 

750 6 

600 7 7 

400 7 8 8 

200 10 10 10 12 

’Tire chances are 95 in 100 that the sampling error is not larger than the figures shown. 


Since the percentages are near 50, we consult Table C, and since the two samples 
are about 600 persons each, we look for the number in the column headed "600" that is 
also in the row designated "600," We find the number 7 here. This means that the al¬ 
lowance for error should be 7 points, and that in concluding that the percentage among 
men is somewhere between 3 and 17 points higher than the percentage among women, 
we should be wrong only about 5 percent of the time. In other words, we can conclude 
with considerable confidence that a difference exists in the direction observed and that 
it amounts to at least 3 percentage points. 

If, in another case, men's responses amount to 22 percent and women's 
24 percent, we consult Table B because these percentages are near 20. We look for the 
number in the column headed "600" that is also in the row designated "600" and see that 
the number is 6. Obviously, then, the 2-point difference is inconclusive. 
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GALLUP POLL ACCURACY RECORD 


Presidential Elections 



Candidates 

Final Gallup 

Survey 

Election 

Result 

Gallup 

Devmtio 

2000 

Gore 

46.0 

48.4 

-2.4 


Bush 

48.0 

47.9 

+0.1 


Nader 

4.0 

2.7 

+1.3 


Buchanan 

1.0 

0.4 

+0.6 


Other 

1.0 

0.6 

+0.4 

1996 

Clinton 

52.0 

49.2 

+2.8 


Dole 

41.0 

40.9 

+0*1 


Perot 

7.0 

8.5 

-1.5 

1992 

Clinton 

49.0 

43.0 

+6.0 


Bush 

37.0 

37.5 

-0.5 


Perot 

14.0 

18.9 

-4.9 

1988 

Bush 

56.0 

53.4 

+2.6 


Dukakis 

44.0 

45.7 

-1.7 

1984 

Reagan 

59.0 

58.8 

+0.2 


Mondale 

41.0 

40.6 

+0.4 

1980 

Reagan 

47.0 

50.8 

-3.8 


Carter 

44.0 

41.0 

+3.0 


Anderson 

8.0 

6.6 

+1.4 


Other 

1.0 

1.6 

—0,6 

1976 

Carter 

48.0 

50.1 

-2.1 


Ford 

49.0 

48,0 

+1.0 


McCarthy 

2.0 

0.9 

+ 1 ,1 


Other 

1.0 

0.9 

+0.1 

1972 

Nixon 

62.0 

60.7 

+1.3 


McGovern 

38.0 

37.6 

+0.4 

1968 

Nixon 

43.0 

43.4 

-0.4 


Humphrey 

42.0 

42.7 

-0.7 


Wallace 

15.0 

13.5 

+15 


XV 






















1964 

Johnson 

64.0 

61.3 

+2.7 


Goldwater 

36.0 

38.6 

-2.6 

1960 

Kennedy 

51.0 

49.9 

+1.1 


Nixon 

49.0 

49.8 

-0.8 

1956 

Eisenhower 

59.5 

57.6 

+1.9 


Stevenson 

40.5 

42.1 

-1.6 

1952 

Eisenhower 

51.0 

55.1 

-4.1 


Stevenson 

49.0 

44.4 

+4.6 

1948 

Truman 

44.5 

49.6 

-5.1 


Dewey 

49.5 

45,1 

+4.4 


Wallace 

4.0 

2.4 

+1,6 


Other 

2.0 

3.0 

-1.0 

1944 

Roosevelt 

51.5 

53.6 

-2.1 


Dewey 

48.5 

46.0 

+2.5 

1940 

Roosevelt 

52.0 

54.7 

-2.7 


Willkie 

48.0 

44.8 

+3.2 

1936 

Roosevelt 

55.7 

60.8 

-5.1 


Landon 

44.3 

36.5 

+7.8 


Trend in Deviation 
(For Each Candidate) 


Elections 

Average 

Error 

1936-1948 

3.6% 

1952-1964 

2.4% 

1968-2000 

1.5% 

1936-2000 

2.1% 

(Overall) 
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CHRONOLOGY 


This chronology is provided to enable the reader to relate poll results to specific 
events, or series of events, that may have influenced public opinion. 


1999 

December 14 


December 16 
December 31 


Control of the Panama Canal is formally handed over by the 
United States to the nation of Panama. 

The Commerce Department reports that the U.S. trade deficit 
reached a record high in October. 

Boris Yeltsin resigns as Russia’s president. 


2000 

January 1 


January 3-10 


January 5 


January 6 


January' 7 


The arrival of the year 2000 is largely unaccompanied by the 
technological disruptions and terrorist violence that had been 
predicted in preceding months. The Y2K computer glitch causes 
only minor problems in the world’s systems. Festivities mark 
what is popularly seen as the beginning of the twenty-first cen¬ 
tury and the third millennium of the Gregorian calendar. 

Israeli and Syrian delegations meet in Shepherdstown, West 
Virginia, in the first substantive round of peace negotiations be¬ 
tween the two nations in four years. 

Vice President A1 Gore and former Senator Bill Bradley, the two 
candidates for the Democratic presidential nomination, debate in 
a nationally televised forum in New Hampshire, 

Six Republican candidates for the Republican presidential nomi¬ 
nation debate in a nationally televised forum in New Hamp¬ 
shire—Texas Governor George W. Bush, Arizona Senator John 
McCain, publisher Steve Forbes, Utah Senator Orrin Hatch, talk 
show host Alan Keyes, and conservative activist Gary Bauer. 

The Labor Department reports that unemployment in December 
1999 was at 4.1 %, the lowest in nearly three decades. 
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January 10 


January 25 

January 27 
February 1 


February 4 
February 6 

February 11-22 
February 19 

February 22 
February 25 
February 29 
March 3 
March 7 

xviii 


America Online (AOL), the world’s largest Internet provider, 
announces plans to buy Time Warner, Inc. 

A Florida circuit court grants custody of 6-year-old Cuban 
refugee Elian Gonzalez to the boy’s Miami relatives. This deci¬ 
sion defies an Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) rul¬ 
ing that only Gonzalez’s father, who lives in Cuba, has the 
power to speak for the boy in immigration matters. 

The Clinton administration announces that sales of existing 
homes in 1999 rose 4.6% from 1998, a fourth consecutive 
yearly record. 

President Bill Clinton delivers his last State of the Union mes¬ 
sage to Congress. 

Senator McCain wins a landslide victory over Governor Bush in 
the New Hampshire Republican presidential primary. Vice 
President Gore defeats Bradley in the Democratic presidential 
primary. 

The current economic expansion officially becomes she longest 
in U.S. history—107 months. 

The Labor Department reports that the January unemployment 
rate fell to 4%, the lowest in thirty years. 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton announces that she is run¬ 
ning for New York’s U.S. Senate seat being vacated by Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan. 

The space shuttle Endeavour scans most of the Earth’s surface 
with radar signals to create a detailed map of the planet. 

Governor Bush defeats Senator McCain in the South Carolina 
Republican presidential primary. This contest draws a record 
turnout. 

Senator McCain wins the Michigan and Arizona Republican 
presidential primaries. 

The Dow Jones industrial Average falls below the 10,000 mark 
for the first time since April 1999. 

Governor Bush wins the West Virginia and Washington state Re¬ 
publican presidential primaries. 

The Labor Department announces that the February unemploy¬ 
ment rate rose slightly to 4.1%. 

Vice President Gore and Governor Bush each win their party’s 
principal presidential primaries on Super Tuesday. These con¬ 


March 9 
March 14 

March 26 
April 3 

April 6 


April 7 
April 13 

April 14 
April 27 
April 28 
April 30 
May 3 
May 3-4 


tests are described as the closest thing to a national presidential 
primary ever to take place in the United States. 

McCain and Bradley suspend their presidential campaigns. 

Governor Bush and Vice President Gore each obtain their 
party’s presidential nomination by winning primaries in six 
southern states. 

Vladimir Putin is elected president of Russia. 

In a landmark antitrust decision, a federal district judge finds 
Microsoft, the world’s largest computer software company, in 
violation of the 1890 Sherman Antitrust Act. The judge con¬ 
cludes that Microsoft is an “illegal monopoly.” 

The father of Elian Gonzalez flies to the United States from 
Cuba to claim his son as custody negotiations break down with 
the boy’s Miami relatives. 

Vice President Gore states that he supports permanent U.S. resi¬ 
dency status for the boy, breaking with the position of the 
Clinton administration. Many Democrats criticize Gore for pan¬ 
dering to the Cuban exile community, which makes up an influ¬ 
ential voting bloc in Florida. Governor Bush had previously 
announced that he favored granting citizenship to Eiian. 

The Labor Department reports that unemployment in March 
stood at 4.1 %, the same rate recorded in February. 

President Clinton says that he does not have “any interest” in re¬ 
ceiving a presidential pardon from his successor if he faces 
criminal indictment after leaving office. 

The stock market suffers a record single-day loss, down 5.66% 
from the previous day’s close. 

INS agents remove 6-year-old Elian Gonzalez from the Miami 
home of his relatives and reunite him with his father. 

The Justice Department proposes that Microsoft be split into 
two separate computer software companies. 

This date marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of the end of the 
Vietnam War. 

Cardinal John J. O'Connor, Archbishop of New York since 
1984, dies. 

The “1 Love You” vims, the fastest-spreading in history', cripples 
computers worldwide. 
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May 5 

May 9 

May 16 

May 24 

June 3-5 

June 10 
June 13-15 

June 19 

June 25 

June 26 
June 28 
July 2 

July 7 
J uly 11 

July 14 
July 25 


August 3 


The April unemployment rate fell to 3,9%, the lowest since 
January 1970. 

Senator McCain announces his support for Governor Bush as 
the Republican Party’s presidential nominee. 

New York State’s Democratic Party unanimously nominates the 
First Lady as its candidate for U.S. senator. 

Israel withdraws from Lebanon, thus ending its twenty-two-year 
occupation. 

President Clinton and Russian President Putin hold a summit 
meeting in Moscow, 

Syrian President Hafez al-Assad dies. 

Leaders of North Korea and South Korea meet in Pyongyang, 
North Korea’s capital, for the first summit meeting between the 
two countries. 

The Supreme Court rules in a 6-to-3 decision that prayers led by 
public school students at their football games violate the First 
Amendment principle separating church and state. 

The Green Party nominates Ralph Nader as its presidential 
candidate. 

Scientists map the human genetic code. 

Elian Gonzalez and his father return to Cuba. 

Vicente Fox is elected president of Mexico, thus ending the un¬ 
precedented control since 1929 of the presidency by the PRI. 

The unemployment rate stood at 4.0% in June. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak, Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, and President Clinton meet at Camp David in a Middle 
East peace summit. 

A Florida jury awards record damages in a smokers 1 class-action 
lawsuit against tobacco companies. 

The Middle East peace summit concludes without agreement. 
The status of Jerusalem is said to be the main stumbling block. 

Governor Bush selects former Defense Secretary Richard Cheney 
as his running mate on the Republican presidential ticket. 

Bush and Cheney accept the Republican nomination for presi¬ 
dent and vice president at the party’s convention in Philadelphia. 
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August 4 
August 7 


August 8 


August 12 

August 17 

August 25-29 
August 27 

September 6-8 

September 20 

October 3 

October 5 

October 11 
October 12 
October 23-24 

November 7 


The unemployment rate held steady in July at 4.0%, 

Gore names Connecticut Senator Joseph Lieberman as his run¬ 
ning mate. His selection makes Lieberman the first Jewish can¬ 
didate ever chosen as vice president on a major party’s ticket. 

The Reform Party splits into two strongly opposed factions— 
one supporting commentator Pat Buchanan's presidential nomi¬ 
nation, the other seeking to halt it. 

The Firestone Corporation recalls more than 6.5 million tires for 
reasons of safety. 

A Russian submarine sinks in the Barents Sea, resulting in the 
deaths of all 118 crewmen despite massive rescue efforts. 

Gore and Lieberman accept the Democratic nomination for pres¬ 
ident and vice president at the party’s convention in Los Angeles. 

President Clinton visits Nigeria, Tanzania, and Egypt. 

The Justice Department announces that the 1999 violent crime 
rate had decreased more than 10% from the 1998 rate. 

More than 150 world leaders meet in New York City at the 
United Nations “Millennium Summit." 

President and Mrs. Clinton are cleared by the Independent 
Counsel of any criminal wrongdoing in me Whitewater probe, fi¬ 
nally bringing to an end the six-year investigation into the 
Arkansas Whitewater land deal. 

Gore and Bush confront each other on the campus of the 
University of Massachusetts, Boston, in the first of three tele¬ 
vised presidential debates scheduled for the 2000 campaign. 

The opposition party wins the Yugoslav elections, ousting Presi¬ 
dent Slobodan Milosevic. 

Vice presidential candidates Cheney and Lieberman debate at 
Centre College, Danville, Kentucky. 

The second presidential debate between Gore and Bush takes 
place at Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 

A U.S. Navy warship is attacked by terrorist bombs in Yemen; 
seventeen sailors are killed. 

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright flies to North Korea as 
the highest-level U.S. official ever to visit that country or to 
meet its leader, Kim Jong EL 

The presidential election remains undecided after Election Day. A 
recount in Florida delays a final decision. Republicans maintain 
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November 16-19 


December 16 
December 23 


December 28 


their control of Congress, while First Lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton is elected as the Democratic senator from New York. 

The outcome of the closest presidential election in more than a 
century remains undecided for thirty-six days. Since neither can¬ 
didate had won a majority of the electoral votes, the winner of 
Florida’s 25 electoral votes would determine who would become 
president. On December 12 the U.S. Supreme Court, in a 5-to-4 
decision, setdes the disputed election. Their decision effectively 
gives the Florida electoral votes to Bush; in the final tally, Bush 
has 271 electoral votes to Gore’s 267. In the popular vote, Gore 
wins about 330,000 more votes than Bush. George W. Bush is 
the first candidate to lose the popular vote but to win in the 
Electoral College since Benjamin Harrison defeated Grover 
Cleveland in 1888. 

In the First visit by a sitting American president since the 
Vietnam War ended, Clinton goes to Vietnam with an interest in 
that country’s economic development and its trade relations with 
the United States. 

President-elect Bush selects General Colin Powell to be his sec¬ 
retary of state. 

President Clinton proposes a broad Middle East peace 
agreement. 

The U.S. Census Bureau reports the 2000 census count at 
281,421,906 people as of April 1. This figure shows a 13.2% in¬ 
crease in the nation’s population since the 1990 census. 
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JANUARY 4 

ATHLETE OF THE CENTURY 

Interview Dates: 12/20-21/99 
Cm/USA Today /Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 129385 

What man or woman living any time this cen¬ 
tury do you think was the greatest athlete of 
the century, in terms of athletic performance? 


Michael Jordan ...23% 

Muhammad Ali . 9 

Babe Ruth .4 

Jim Thorpe .......4 

Jesse Owens ..3 

Walter Payton ...2 

Jackie Joyner-Kersee. 2 

Wayne Gretzky .i 

Babe Didrikson Zaharias.I 

Florence Griffith Joyner . 1 

Mark McGwire . I 

Joe Montana. 1 

Carl Lewis...-1 

Pete Rose ... 1 

Joe DiMaggio .I 

Hank Aaron. 1 

Joe Louis.. 1 

Bruce Jenner .. 1 

Other ....16 

No opinion. -So 


Analysis: A CNN/t/SA 7W«v/Gallup Poll con¬ 
ducted December 20-2i, 1999. gives Michael 
Jordan the nod as the Athlete ol the Century 
Nearly one in four Americans (23%) named 
Jordan when asked, “What man or woman living 
any time this century' do you think was the great¬ 
est athlete of the century, in terms of athletic per¬ 
formance?" Muhammad Ali rated a distant 
second, mentioned by 9%, followed by Babe 


Ruth and Jim Thorpe with 4% each, and Jesse 
Owens, with 3%. A number of athletes also re¬ 
ceived mentions from at least 1% of those polled, 
including Wayne Gretzky, Babe Didrikson 
Zaharias, Joe Montana, Carl Lewis, Joe Louis, 
and Joe DiMaggio. 

Americans of all ages ranked Jordan tops 
when questioned by Gallup interviewers. As 
might be expected, 34% of those aged 18-29 
gave the edge to Jordan. 

JANUARY 4 
Y2K PROBLEMS 

Interview Dates: 12/28-29/99 
CNN/C/SA 7b<fcv/GalIup Poll 
Survey If GO 129386 

As you may know, most computer systems 
around the world have to he reprogrammed 
so that they can accurately recognize the date 
once we reach the vear 2000 How likely do 

w - 

you think it is that there will be major prob¬ 
lems in the United States this New Year's as a 
direct or indirect result of the Y2K computer 
problem -very likely, somewhat likely, some¬ 
what unlikely, or veiy unlikely ? 

Very' likely. 7% 

Somewhat likely .....30 

Somewhat unlikely .32 

Very unlikely ..30 

No opinion..1 

How do you feel about the warnings that 
have been in the news about possible Y2K 
computer problems—do you consider these 
warnings unnecessary over reactions or nec¬ 
essary precautions? 

Unnecessary overreact ions ..38% 

Necessary precautions..59 

No opinion ......3 

How likely are you to change your behavior nr 
take special precautions this New Year's be¬ 
cause of concerns you may have relating to the 
Y2K computer problem — very 1 likely, somewhat 
likely somewhat unlikely or ven unlikely, ’ 


TWO THOUSAND 


1 










































Very likely ... 11/0 

Somewhat likely . .25 

Somewhat unlikely ...20 

Very unlikely...43 

No opinion.* *1 

Now, thinking about other countries around 
the world, how likely do you think it is that 
there will be major problems in other coun¬ 
tries this New Year's as a direct or indirect 
result of the Y2K computer problem—very 
likely, somewhat likely, somewhat unlikely. 


or very unlikely? 

Very likely.22% 

Somewhat likely . .48 

Somewhat unlikely ...16 

Very unlikely. 9 

No opinion.5 


How like lx do you think it is that there will 

•wr -m' 

be one or more terrorist attacks in the 
United States on New Year's Eve or New 
Year’s Eve Day—very likely, somewhat 
likely, somewhat unlikely, or very unlikely? 



1999 

7999 

Dec 


Dec 28 

20-2} 

Very likely. 

.... .21% 

22% 

Somewhat likely . 

.. . .40 

40 

Somewhat unlikely .. 

,.. .24 

23 

Very unlikely .. 

... .13 

12 

No opinion .... 

2 

3 


How do you feel about the warnings that 
have been in the news about possible New 
Year's Eve terrorist problems—do you con¬ 
sider these warnings unnecessary overreac¬ 
tions or necessary precautions? 


Unnecessary overreactions . 17% 

Necessary precautions..80 

No opinion... 3 


How likely are you to change your behavior 
or take special precautions this New Year’s 
because of concerns you may have about 
terrorism-very likely, somewhat likely, 
somewhat unlikely, or very unlikely? 


Very likely.13% 

Somewhat likely .20 

Somewhat unlikely . 17 

Very unlikely. 49 

No opinion ,. 1 


Finally, do you think U.S. cities should or 
should not cancel large public gatherings 
which they currently have scheduled for 
New Year’s Eve? 


Yes, should cancel....24% 

No, should not cancel .71 

No opinion...5 


Analysis: As New Year's Eve approached last 
week, a CNN/t/SA 7Woy/GaIIup Poll conducted 
Tuesday, December 28, found more Americans 
convinced that a Y2K terrorist attack would 
occur in the United States than thought Y2K- 
related computer failures would wreak societal 
havoc. Almost two-thirds of Americans (61%) 
believed that one or more terrorist attacks were 
likely to happen on New Year’s, while just 37% 
thought major disruption from computer errors 
awaited us. A much smaller percentage thought 
either of these prospects was very likely to occur. 
Only one-third would adjust their behavior or 
take other precautionary steps—a sign that public 
alarm was at low levels. 

In a Gallup Poll taken two weeks ago, 22% 
said it was “very likely” that one or more terror¬ 
ists attacks would occur on New Year’s Eve, 
while another 40% said this was “somewhat 
likely.” Roughly one-quarter viewed the possibil¬ 
ity as “somewhat unlikely,” and 12 % considered 
it “very unlikely.” When the question was asked 
again last week, the figures were almost identical, 
with 21 % predicting that such terrorism was very 
likely, and 40% as somewhat likely. The pre- 
New Year’s Eve poll found Americans generally 
accepting of the warnings that had been issued 
about possible Y2K computer errors and terrorist 
violence. A majority of the public (59%) believed 
that the Y2K computer bug warnings represented 
a “necessary precaution,” while only 38% consid¬ 
ered them an “unnecessary ovenreaction.” Public 
support lor the warnings that were issued against 
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possible terrorism was even higher at 80%, with 
only 17% viewing these as unnecessary, 

Despite this recognition of the need for warn¬ 
ings, most Americans said they were unlikely to 
take any special precautions themselves. Only 
36% were likely to change their behavior or take 
special precautions because of Y2K computer- 
related concerns, while 63% were unlikely to take 
suph precautions. Similarly, only 33% would take 
precautions to avoid terrorism while 66 % would 
not. And on one specific issue, Americans’ calm¬ 
ness about terrorism was most evident. When 
asked whether cities around the United States 
should have proceeded with large public gather¬ 
ings planned for New Year’s Eve, 71% said that 
these gatherings should proceed as scheduled, 
while only 24% agreed that these events should be 
cancelled, as happened in Seattle. In previous Y2K 
polling this year for USA Today and die National 
Science Foundation, the poll found Americans in¬ 
clined to believe that while the United States was 
well prepared, computer problems were likely to 
occur internationally. Seventy percent said that 
major Y2K. problems were likely in other countries 
around die world, while just 25% thought that they 
were unlikely. 

JANUARY 6 
RUSSIA 

Interview Dates: 11/4—7/99 
Cm/USA TodayI Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO907193 


Is your overall opinion of Russia very favor¬ 
able, mostly favorable, mostly unfavorable, 
or very unfavorable? 



Total 

Total 

ttnfavor- 

No 


favorable 

able 

opinion 

1999 Nov 4-7 .. 

.38% 

58% 

4 % 

1999 May 7-9 .. 

... .46 

49 

5 

1999 Apr 13-14 

.33 

59 

8 

1999 Feb 8-9 .. 

.44 

44 

12 

1996 Mar 8-10 . 

.52 

39 

9 

1995 Apr 21-24 

.49 

44 

7 

1994 Feb 26-28 

.... .56 

38 

6 

1992 Feb 6-9 . . 

.... .57 

33 

10 


1991 Nov 21-24 . 

52 

• , ¥ , , ' 

36 

12 

1991 Aug 23-25 

... ,60 

31 

10 

1991 Aug 19 . 

., .36 

50 

14 

1991 Aug 8-11 .. 

... .66 

25 

9 

1991 Mar 14-17 . 

... .50 

42 

8 

1991 Jan 30-Feb2 

.. .57 

35 

8 

1990 Sep 10-14 . 

... .58 

32 

10 

1990 May 17-20 . 

... .55 

32 

13 

1989 Aug 10-13 . 

....51 

40 

9 

1989 Feb 28-Mar: 

l .. .62 

29 

9 

1987 Apr 25- 
May 10 .. 

... .25 

71 

4 

1985 Feb 22-Mar 3 ...9 

87 

4 

1983 Sep 16-19 . 

.S 

89 

3 

1982 Aug 13-16 . 

... .21 

74 

5 

1981 Jan 30-Feb 2 

...21 

77 

2 

1980 Jan 25-28 .. 

... .14 

85 

2 

1979 Feb 23-26 . 

... .34 

60 

6 

1976 Jun 25-28 . 

.21 

71 

8 

1954 Aug 5-10 .. 

. 5 

88 

7 

In your view, 

should the United States con- 

finite to support Russian President Boris 

Yeltsin, or don't you think so? 



Yes, 

continue to 

Don 7 

No 


support 

think so 

opinion 

1999 Apr 13-14 

*, * *48% 

42% 

10% 

1999 Mar 19-21 . 

... .59 

32 

9 

1998 Sep 1 . 

.. . .51 

35 

14 

1993 Oct 5 . 

....62 

23 

15 

in your view, 

is Russia 0 significant military 

threat to the 

United States today, 

or don 7 

you think so? 

Yes, 

significant 

Don 7 
think 

No 


military' threat 

SO 

opinion 

1999 Apr 13-14 . 

... .48% 

42% 

10 % 

1999 Mar 19-21 . 

... .42 

54 

4 

i 994 Jan 6-8 _ 

... .43 

54 

3 


Which of the following best describes your 
view of the relationship between Russia and 
the United States—would you say Russia is an 
ally, friendly hut not an ally, unfriendly but no! 
an enemy, or an enemy of the United Stales ? 


TWO THOUSAND 


3 








































1999 

Apr 

13-14 

Ally .... 

Friendly but not an ally . .44 

Unfriendly but not an enemy.27 

Enemy...5 

Haven’t heard enough to say....20 

No opinion .. 2 


Since the Berlin Wall separating East ami 
West Germany fell ten years ago, do you 
think each of the following countries — 
Russia, Germany, or the United States—is 
better off or worse off? 


Russia 

Better off.50% 

Worse off.. .40 

Same (vol.) .4 

No opinion .6 


United 
Germany States 

82% 82% 

ll 9 

2 6 

5 3 


Analysis: With new elections in Russia now set 
for March 26, U.S. public opinion of Russia is 
more negative than in recent years. In a Gallup 
survey conducted last fall, only 38% of Ameri¬ 
cans had a favorable opinion of Russia, while 
58% viewed it unfavorably. Other measures of 
U.S.-Russia relations in 1999 indicate that 
Americans were increasingly uncomfortable with 
the leadership of Boris Yeltsin, and more reluc¬ 
tant to view Russia as an ally. 

Across four different measures in 1999, in¬ 
cluding several taken last spring when Russia op¬ 
posed the U.S.-backed NATO military action in 
Yugoslavia, Russia’s average image rating 
among Americans was just 38% favorable and 
58% unfavorable. These ratings are down signifi¬ 
cantly from earlier this decade, when up to 66% 
ot the public had a positive view of Russia and 
fewer than one-third viewed it negatively. 

Today’s “negative” image of Russia must be 
understood in relative terms. In 1954, the first 
year the Gallup Poll rated American attitudes 
toward the then Soviet Union, 88% of the public 
had an unfavorable impression of its Cold War 
foe and only 5% had a favorable view. This level 
of animosity toward the Soviet Union was main¬ 
tained until the late 1980s. 


That negative perception changed dramati¬ 
cally between 1987 and 1989—the period when 
Mikhail Gorbachev initiated his “glasnost” and 
“perestroika” reform policies in the USSR and 
began an historically friendly political relation¬ 
ship with President Ronald Reagan. Between 
1987 and 1989, the percentage of Americans 
viewing Russia favorably jumped from 25% to 
62%, while the unfavorable view dsoppcd from 
71% to 29%. Favorable ratings of Russia re¬ 
mained above 50% for most of Gorbachev’s 
tenure and well into Yeltsin’s. However, in the 
spring of 1999, coincident with America’s in¬ 
volvement in Yugoslavia—which was opposed 
by Russia—that favorable rating fell to only 33%, 
and remained below 50% throughout the year. 

During the time American attitudes toward 
Russia turned negative, public support for Yeltsin 
showed a significant decline. When first mea¬ 
sured in 1993, two years into Yeltsin’s first term, 
Gallup found that 62% of Americans believed the 
United Slates should continue to support Yeltsin. 
That dropped into the 50s in 1998 and 1999, and 
below 50% when last asked in November 1999. 

Gallup questions over the past two years on a 
variety of issues related to Russia indicate that 
Americans view the post-Cold War alliance with 
Russia with caution and some skepticism. For ex¬ 
ample. a Gallup Poll taken in April 1999 found that 
only 2% of A nericans considered Russia an ally of 
the United States. Another 44% described Russia 
as “friendly but not an ally,” while almost one-third 
(32%) viewed Russia as either unfriendly or an out¬ 
right enemy. The remaining 22% were unsure 
which of the four characterizations best described 
the U.S.-Russia relationship. In a February 1998 
poll, only 37% believed Russia would be a reliable 
ally in a time of serious crisis, while the majority 
(58%) said it would not be reliable. 


JANUARY 7 
LIFESTYLES 

Interview Dates: 12/20-21/99 
CNN /USA 7br/ay/GalIup Poll 
Survey #GO 129385 

What time do you usually get up on weekdays? 
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1999 

1950 
Jim 29- 


Dec 20-21 

Jul 4 

Before 6 am. 

........30% 

29% 

6-7 AM. 

.43 

52 

After 7 AM . 

.25 

17 

No opinion; other. 

.2 

2 


At what time do you usually get up on 
Saturdays? 



1999 

1950 
Jim 29- 


Dec 20-21 

Jul 4 

Before 6 am.. 

.10% 

22% 

6—7 AM +• v . 

35 

42 

After 7 am . 

.52 

33 

No opinion. 

.3 

3 


About how often do you take a bath or 
shower in the winter? 

1950 

1999 Jim 29- 
Dec 20-21 Jul 4 

At least once a day.75% 29% 

Less frequently..21 63 

No opinion; other... .4 7 


Could you estimate how many hours you 

V ' ' 

spend watching television on an average 
weekday, that is, Monday through Friday 9 


1999 

1985 

1981 

Dec 

Jim 

Apr- 

20-21 

22-25 

Jim 

Less than 3 hours . .. .42% 

35% 

38% 

3^1 hours .29 

37 

37 

More than 4 hours ... ,28 

23 

25 

Do you think it’s all right for a girl 

to tele - 

phone a boy to ask for 

a date, say. 

to take 

her out to a movie? 


1950 


1999 

Jun 


Dec 

29- 


20-21 

Jul 4 

Yes . ... 

... ,70% 

29% 

No . 

, . .28 

62 

No opinion ..,. . 

2 

9 


Within the last 12 months, have you taken 
any vacation which took von away from 
home six nights in a row, or more? 


Yes 

1999 Dec 20-21...42% 

1968 Dec 5-10.62 


Aside from any work you do at home or at a 
job, do you do anything regularly, that is, on a 
daily basis, that helps keep you physically fit? 


Yes 

1999 Dec 20-21. ,60% 

1987 Oct 23-26 .49 

1984 May 7-13 ......59 

1980 Apr 11-14....46 

1977 Sep 9-12...48 

1961 Oct 19.24 

Do \ou have a pet cat or dog ? 

Yes 

1999 Dec 20-21.54% 


1990Jul19-22 ..58 

1952 Mar 14-19..48 

Which of the following best dost ribes your 
current situation—employed full time, em¬ 
ployed part time, retired, a homemaker, a 
student, unemployed but looking for work, 
unemployed and not looking for work? 


Employed full time . 

Employed pan time. 

Retired .......... .... 

■i 4 t ***** * 

... .52% 

.7 

. . . .21 

Homemaker , F 


... .8 

5sfnrltTnt .. , 


.6 

Unemployed but looking for work . .. 

2 

Unemployed and not looking 

for work . 

. i 

Disabled (vol.). 


i 

No opinion.. 


.,.. ,i 

Asked of those who are 
you get to work ? 

employ Cil: 

How do 

1999 

1971 

1947 

Dec 

April 

May 

20-21 

23-26 

14—1 7 

Walk; bicycle .4% 

6%* 

26% 

Dnve car, truck .87 

SI 

32 

Bus.. .2 

6 

13 

TWO THOUSAND 

5 
















































Subway; public 

transportation.1 3 

Carpool.1 ** 

Work at home ** 

Other; no opinion.5 4 



12 

10 


^Category bicyde/motorbike included in Other; 
6% represents Walk only. 

**Le$s than 1% 


Analysis: A new CNN/f/SA Tottor/Gallup Poll, 
conducted December 20-21, found that 75% of 
Americans shower or bathe every day in the win¬ 
ter. By way of comparison, only 29%' told Gallup 
interviewers in 1950 that they bathed every day. 
Back then. 52% showered three times a week or 
less. Physical fitness has become a ritual for 
many Americans. In 1961 only 24% took part in 
some form of daily activity (outside of work, in¬ 
cluding housework) to keep physically Fit. Today 
that figure is 60%. Younger Americans between 
the ages of 18-29 record a high percentage of 
participation in fitness activities (64%), while 
69% of those over 65 also take part in daily phys¬ 
ical activity. 

When asked whether they had taken a vaca¬ 
tion away from home within the last 12 months 
that lasted six nights or more, 57% said no, while 
38% said yes. In 1968, Gallup found the oppo¬ 
site; 62% took a vacation trip that lasted six 
nights or longer, while 42% did not. One might 
expect that the ability to take such a vacation 
would vary by income, and Gallup's findings 
support this; 68% of those earning $75,000 or 
more annually took at least a week-long vacation 
trip in the past 12 months, compared to only 28% 
of those earning less than $20,000. 

One area where modem times may be unset¬ 
tling to some Americans (especially fathers of 
teenage girls) is in the rituals of dating. In a 1950 
Gallup Poll. 29% thought it was acceptable for a 
girl to phone a boy and ask him out for a date, 
while 62% considered it unacceptable. Today, 
70% say it’s fine for a girl to call a boy. while 
28% (mostly older Americans and those living in 
the South) still follow the more traditional view. 
Interestingly, 80% of men say it’s okay for a girl 
to ask a boy out, compared to 62% of women. 


JANUARY 10 

GORE AND BRADLEY: THEIR 
DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUENCIES 

Interview Dates; November-Decembcr 1999 

CNN/t/SA Tbdqy/Gallup Poll 

Surveys # GO 907193, 129182, 129321, 129385 

Analysis: Vice President A1 Gore and former New 
Jersey Senator Bill Bradley, the two major con¬ 
tenders for the Democratic nomination for presi¬ 
dent, appeal to markedly different types of 
Democrats, a new special Gallup Poll analysis 
shows. Gore’s voters tend to be traditional 
Democrats—older, living in the South, minorities, 
those with lower levels of education and income, 
and women. Bradley’s constituency is skewed 
strongly toward certain geographic areas of ihe 
country, particularly the Northeast, and also toward 
independents who tend to vote Democratic, whiles, 
men, and those with higher levels of education and 
income. This analysis is based on an aggregated 
sample of 1,631 Democrats who are registered vot¬ 
ers and who were asked about their first choice lor 
the Democratic nomination in four different Gallup 
surveys conducted in the months of November and 
December 1999. Overall, 55% of this group said 
they would prefer Gore, while 37% said Bradley. 

Some of the largest differences between 
Gore and Bradley are based on standard demo¬ 
graphic categories. Gore has over twice the lead 
among Democratic women as he does among 
men. Additionally, Gore has a 34% lead among 
nonwhites in the sample, including a 39% lead 
(65% to 26%) among blacks, while Bradley cuts 
Gore’s lead to only 13% among white Demo¬ 
crats. Gore also overwhelms Bradley, 65% to 
32%, among Hispanic Democratic voters. The 
pattern of voting by age is similarly straightfor¬ 
ward; the older the Democrat, the more likely he 
or she is to support Gore. The range is striking, 
from only a 9% Gore lead among 18- to 29-year- 
old Democrats, to a full 31% lead for Gore 
among those 65 and older. 

Bill Bradley has deep roots in the Northeast 
Although he was bom and raised in Missouri. 
Bradley was an All-American basketball player at 
Princeton University, played professional basket¬ 
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ball for the New York Knicks, and represented 
New Jersey in the U.S. Senate for eighteen years. 
It may not be surprising, then, that Bradley’s sup¬ 
port is strong in this region. Overall, Bradley 
beats A1 Gore by 2 percentage points, 47% to 
45%, in states classified by the Census Bureau as 
“East,” and does particularly well in the New 
England states Gore, who represented Tennessee 
in the Senate, does very well in the South, beating 
Bradley by 62% to 29%. Gore also wins over 
Bradley in the Midwest, although Bradley does 
better in the western Midwest than in the eastern 
Midwest. In the West, Gore wins, 53% to 37%, 
although in the Pacific states, dominated by 
California, the aggregated poll data show that 
Gore’s lead over Bradley is only 7 points. 

Bradley has a strong appeal to Democrats 
who have high socioeconomic status. The patterns 
are remarkably linear—in general, the higher the 
level o 1 education and the higher die income, the 
more likely the Democrat is to vote for Bradley. 
Whereas Gore wins over Bradley by 28 points 
among those with under $20,000 per year in 
household income, this lead shrinks to only 7% 
among those making $50,000 and over, and 
Bradley squeaks out a win, by 47% to 46%. 
among Democrats in the $75,000-per-year-and- 
higher category. In similar fashion, among 


Democrats with no college education. Gore's lead 
is 32%, while among those with graduate degrees, 
the two candidates break even. 47% to 47% . 

The impact of education on support for 
Bradley is more powerful than gender. Among 
men who are college graduates, the two candi¬ 
dates arc dead even, while among men without a 
college education. Gore leads by 27%. Among 
college-educated women. Gore wins by 13 
points, while among women without college, 
Gore’s lead stretches to 37 points. 

The Gallup Poll asks these questions about 
the Democratic primary of two groups of individ¬ 
uals in the poll sample; those who identify them¬ 
selves as Democrats in response to a party 
identification question: and those who initially 
identify themselves as independents, but who say 
that they lean toward the Democratic Party in re¬ 
sponse to a follow-up question. Gore does much 
better among the core group of Democrats who 
immediately identify themselves as Democrats, 
beating Bradley by 57% lo 33%. Among the 
smaller group of independents who lean 
Democratic, however. Brad lev s behind the vice 

W 

president by only 2 points. This may have impli¬ 
cations in a primary season in which core 
Democrats are usually the most likely to tum out 
to vote. 


JANUARY 11 

REPUBLICAN PRIMARY RACE 


Interview Dates; November-December 1999 

CNN/USA TodayfGaWup Poll 

Surveys #GO 907193, 129182, 129321, 129385 


Combined Sample 
November and December 1999 



George IV. 

John 

Steve 

Orrin 

Alan 

Gan' 


Bush 

McCain 

Forbes 

Hatch 

Keyes 

Bauer 

Total 

64% 

16% 

7% 

3% 

3% 

2% 

Men 

62 

20 

7 

2 

3 

2 

Women 

66 

12 

7 

3 

2 

3 

18-29 Years Old 

67 

10 

7 

4 

1 

5 

30-49 Years Old 

63 

15 

8 

2 

4 

2 
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George W. 

John 

Steve 

Orrin 

Alan 

Gary 


Bush 

McCain 

Forbes 

Hatch 

Keyes 

Bauer 

50-64 Years Old 

68% 

18% 

6% 

1% 

3% 

1% 

65 Years and Over 

58 

23 

5 

4 

2 

2 

Postgraduate 

55 

27 

6 

1 

6 

2 

College Graduate 

63 

19 

8 

3 

3 

2 

Some College 

61 

16 

8 

3 

2 

2 

No College 

71 

11 

5 

3 

9 

3 

$75,000 and Over 

61 

22 

8 

1 

4 

1 

$50,000 and Over 

63 

20 

7 

2 

3 

2 

$30,000-549,999 

64 

14 

7 

2 

3 

3 

$20,000-529,999 

64 

14 

7 

2 

3 

3 

Under $20,000 

66 

10 

3 

6 

2 

2 

Very Conservative 

58 

11 

5 

3 

11 

5 

Conservative 

65 

17 

7 

3 

2 

2 

Total Conservative 

64 

16 

7 

3 

4 

2 

Moderate 

6! 

18 

9 

1 

2 

2 

Liberal 

69 

12 

4 

3 

2 

4 

New' England 

57 

24 

7 

2 

— 

— 

Mid-Atl antic 

62 

18 

9 

1 

2 

2 

Midwest 

61 

16 

8 

2 

2 

5 

Southeast 

66 

18 

5 

3 

4 

1 

Southwest 

SO 

6 

6 

— 

3 

1 

Rocky Mountain 

53 

15 

7 

12 

4 

1 

Pacific 

63 

18 

6 

3 

3 

3 


Analysis; Texas Governor George W. Bush has a 
formidable lead over his challengers in the race 
for the Republican nomination for president 
across all geographic regions of the country and 
among Republicans in all major ideological and 
demographic subgroups. A special Gallup Poll 
analysis of Republican voters interviewed in four 
surveys in November and December shows that 
Bush’s strong lead is remarkably constant regard¬ 
less of the demographic characteristics of the 
Republicans interviewed. Arizona Senator John 
McCain, Bush’s closest competitor, gets less than 
one-lifth of the Republican vole overall, and does 
only slightly better among older Republicans, 
those with higher levels ol education and income, 
and men. Across the entire sample of 1,548 
Republicans interviewed in the last two months 
of 1999, Bush has a lead of 64% to 16% over 
McCain, followed by 7% for businessman Steve 
Forbes, and 3% oi less of the Republican vote for 
Utah Senator Orrin Hatch, political commentator 


Alan Keyes, and former Family Research 
Council chairman Gary Bauer. 

A number of Republican candidates have 
made a play this year to the conservative wing of 
the Republican party—attempting to position 
themselves as having a particular appeal to this 
group which is perceived as most likely to turn 
out to vote in the primaries. The data show, how¬ 
ever, that conservative Republicans are little dif¬ 
ferent from other Republicans in their support for 
Bush. Sixty-four percent of Republicans who 
identify themselves as conservative support Bush, 
compared to 61% of moderates and 69% ol lib¬ 
eral Republicans (who constitute a small percent¬ 
age of all Republicans). It is only among those 
who identify themselves as very conservative 
Republicans (about 10% of the total) that Bush’s 
support is a little lower, at 58%. Alan Keyes 
breaks into double digits among this group, with 
11%, to tie McCain, followed by Bauer with 5% 
and Forbes, who has targeted conservatives in his 
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campaign strategy, with only 5%, less than his 
overall total vote of 7%. 

McCain, whose military background might 
be expected to exert a masculine appeal, does only 
slightly better among Republican men, with 20% 
of the vote, compared to the 12% he receives from 
women. McCain also does better among older 
Americans, with 23% of the vote among 
Republicans 65 and older, compared to only 10% 
among the youngest Republicans, aged 18-29. 

The remarkably consistent strength of Bush 
across all regions of the country and among all 
types of Republicans can be contrasted with the 
situation among Democrats. Demographic and 
geographic characteristics make an enormous dif¬ 
ference in the propensity of Democrats to indi¬ 
cate support for Vice President A1 Gore or former 
New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley. Bradley, who is 
behind by 18 percentage points overall in the 
November-December sample of Democrats, ac¬ 
tually beats Gore in New England and comes 
close in the Pacif ic states. Bradley also lies Gore 
among men with college educations. 

JANUARY 12 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS 

Interview Dates: 1/7-10/00 
CNN/USA Today !Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 129544 


If Al Gore cmd George IV Bush become the 
Democratic and Republican nominees for 
president this year, would you be satisfied 
with that choice, or not satisfied? 


Likely Voters 

Satisfied 

Not 

satisfied 

No 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10_ 

National Adults 

.. .67% 

31% 

2% 

2000 Jan 7-10 .. . . 

.. .70 

28 

9 

1996 Jan 12*. 

.. .56 

40 

4 


'■'Question wording: If Boh Dole and Bill Clinton 
become the Republican and Democratic nomi¬ 
nees for president this year, would you be satis¬ 
fied with that choice , or not satisfied? 


If Vice President Al Gore were the Democratic 
Party's candidate and Texas Governor 
George IV. Bush were the Republican Party's 
candidate, whom would you be more tikelx to 
vote for—Al Gore, the Democrat, or George IV. 
Bush, the Republican? [IF UNDECIDED: 
Ar of today, do you lean more toward Al Gore, 
the Democrat, or George W. Bush, the 
Republican ?] 


No 


Likely Voters 

Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

Registered Voters 

. .43% 

52% 

5% 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

. .44 

51 

5 

1999 Dec 20-21 ... 

. .42 

53 

5 

1999Dec9-12 .... 

..42 

55 

3 

1999 Nov 18-21 . . . 

National Adults 

. .40 

56 

4 

1999 Nov 18-21 ... 

. .39 

56 

5 

1999 Nov 4-7. 

..40 

55 

5 

1999 Oct 21-24 ... 

. .43 

52 

5 

1999 Oct 8-10 . . . . 

. .40 

56 

4 

1999 Sep 23-26 ... 

..37 

55 

8 

1999 Sep 10-14 .. . 

..39 

56 

5 

1999 Aug 16-18 .. . 

. .41 

55 

4 

1999 Jul 16-18 .... 

..38 

55 

7 

1999 Jun 25-27 ... 

..41 

56 


1999 Jun 4-5 . 

..40 

56 

4 

1999 May 23-24 .. 

, .40 

54 

6 

1999 Apr 30-May 2 

..40 

56 

4 

1999 Apr 13-14 ... 

. .38 

59 

3 

1999 Mar 12-14 ... 

. .41 

56 

3 

1999 Mar 5-7. 

..41 

56 

3 

1999 Feb 19-21 ... 

..43 

54 

3 

1999 Jan 8-10. 

. .47 

48 

5 

1998 May 8-10 .... 

.46 

50 

4 


If former New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley 
were the Democratic Party's candidate and 
Texas Governor George VV. Bush were the Re¬ 
publican Party's candidate, whom would you 
be more likely to vote for—Bill Bradley, the 
Democrat, or George IV. Bush, the Republi¬ 
can? [IF UNDECIDED: As of today, do you 
lean more toward Bill Bradley, the Democrat, 
or George VV, Bush, the Republican ?! 
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Bradley 

Bush 

No 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Jan 7-10_ 

.. .47% 

49% 

4% 

Registered Voters 

2000 Jan 7-10_ 

.. .45 

50 

5 

1999 Dec 20-21 .. 

.. .45 

50 

5 

1999Dec9-12 ... 

45 

■ * * T *.J 

51 

4 

National Adults 

1999 Oct 21-24 .. 

.. .39 

54 

7 

1999 Oct 8-10 ... 

...42 

54 

4 

1999 Sep 10-14 .. 

.. .37 

57 

6 

1999 Aug 16-10 .. 

...40 

55 

5 

1999 Apr 13-14 .. 

.. .34 

61 

5 


If Vice President Al Gore were the Demo¬ 
cratic Party's candidate and Arizona 
Senator John McCain were the Republican 
Party’s candidate, whom would you be more 
likely to vote for—Vice President A l Gore, 
the Democrat, or Arizona Senator John 
McCain, the Republican? [IF UNDE¬ 
CIDED: As of today, do you lean more 
toward Al Gore, the Democrat, or John 
McCain, the Republican?} 


No 


Likely Voters 

Gore 

McCain 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10 .... 
Registered Voters 

. . .41% 

54% 

5% 

2000 Jan 7-10 .... 

. . .45 

49 

6 

i 999 Dec 20-21 .. 

.. .47 

47 

6 

1999 Dec 9-12 ... 

AA 

» « * i i 

52 

4 


If former New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley 
were the Democratic Party's candidate and 
Arizona Senator John McCain were the Re¬ 
publican Party’s candidate, whom would you 
he more likely to vote for—former New Jersey 
Senator Bill Bradley, or Arizona Senator John 
McCain? [IF UNDECIDED: As of today, do 
you lean more toward Bill Bradley, the Demo¬ 
crat, or John McCain , the Republican?] 

No 

Bradley Me Cain opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Jan 7-10.46% 46% 8% 


Registered Voters 


2000 Jan 7-10 ... 

.., .48 

43 

9 

1999 Dec 20-21 . 

... .52 

39 

9 

Vote by Party 



Four General Election Trial Heats 


(Based on Likely Voters) 



Repub- 

hide- 

Demo¬ 


1 leans pendents 

crats 

Bush 

92% 

52% 

14% 

Gore 

6 

37 

83 

Bush 

85 

50 

13 

Bradley 

13 

42 

83 

McCain 

89 

56 

18 

Gore 

9 

33 

77 

McCain 

79 

48 

14 

Bradley 

16 

38 

79 


Analysis: Texas Governor George W. Bush and 
Vice President Al Gore are maintaining their na¬ 
tional leads as the front-runners for their parties' 
presidential nominations. However, there has been 
little significant change in how Americans across 
the country feel about their preferences for their par¬ 
ties’ nominees. Bush has maintained a wide lead for 
the Republican nomination over the last six months, 
and, among Democrats, Gore has increased his lead 
for his party’s nomination over his challenger, for¬ 
mer New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley, 

Bush receives 63% of the vote of registered 
Republicans nationwide in the latest Gallup Pol! 
conducted January 7-10, almost identical to the 
percentage he received in polls going back to Iasi 
August. Despite the fact that he ties or leads Bush 
in polls in New Hampshire, Arizona Senator John 
McCain is a distant second nationwide, with only 
18% of the registered Republican vote. The gains 
McCain has achieved in New Hampshire have 
not yet translated into greater strength among 
Republicans nationwide. 

Magazine publisher Steve Forbes has also 
been unable to generate any increase in support 
among Republicans, getting only 5% of the vote 
in the latest poll. The three other candidates— 
Utah Senator Orrin Hatch, political commentator 
Alan Keyes, and former Family Research 


10 


THE GALLUP POLL 


Council chairman Gary Bauer—each get only 1% 
to 2% of the Republican vote. 

Among Democrats, Gore has increased his 
lead over Bradley to a 59% to 30% margin. The 
Democratic race has fluctuated somewhat in re¬ 
cent months, with Bradley coming as close as 12 
percentage points in early October, but Gore’s 
share of the Democratic vote lias generally been 
in the 50-60% range throughout the past year, 
while Bradley has never been able to climb out of 
the 30% range. Like McCain on the Republican 
side, Bradley’s failure to gain on Gore among 
Democratic registered voters nationwide stands 
in contrast to Bradley's stronger showing in New 
Hampshire, where polls show his support to be 
roughly equal to support for the former vice 
president 

Despite their weaker showings among the 
members of their respective parties, both McCain 
and Bradley do well in general election trial 
heats. For example, while Bush would beat Gore 
by a 52% to 43% margin among likely voters na¬ 
tionwide if the November election were held 
today. Bush would beat Bradley by only 2 points. 
49% to 47%. Similarly, McCain would beat Gore 
by a 54% to 41 % margin, which is slightly higher 
than the margin separating Bush from Gore 

Whereas Gore gets only 6% of the Repub¬ 
lican vote, and 37% of the independent vote 
against Bush, Bradley receives 13% of the Repub¬ 
lican vote and 42% of the independent vote, 
enough of a difference to move him closer to par¬ 
ity with Bush. Similarly, McCain would get a 
slightly higher percentage of the independent and 
Democratic votes than would Bush. 

JANUARY 12 
ELIAN GONZALEZ 

Interview Dates: 1/7-10/00 
CNN/t/SA 7Wtfy/C.allup Poll 
Survey #GO 129544 

We have a question about Elian Gonzalez, 
the 6-year-old Cuban boy who is a survivor 
of a boat filled with Cuban immigrants 
which sank off the coast of Florida last 
November A i you may know, the U.S . gov¬ 


ernment recently decided to send the boy 
back to Cuba to live with his father rather 
than have him remain with relatives in the 
United States. From what you know about 
this case, do you approve or disapprove of 
the decision to send the boy to Cuba to live 


with his father? 

Approve. ,56% 

Disapprove. .36 

Don’t know ... .. .8 


Analysis: Last week, the U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) decided that the 6- 
year-old Cuban boy, Elian Gonzalez, who has 
been in the United Slates since he was rescued 
from a boat that sank off the coast of Florida last 
November, would be returned to his father in 
Cuba. According to the latest Gallup Poll, Ameri¬ 
cans support the federal government's decision 
by a margin of 56% to 36%. The boy’s mother 
died in the accident, and extended relatives in the 
United States have taken legal action to have 
Elian remain in the country, while his father in 
Cuba has asked that the boy t returned The poll 
was conducted before the announcement of a de¬ 
cision by a Florida state judge that granted enter 
gency custody of the boy to his great-uncle in 
Miami until further hearings can be held to deter- 
mine whether the boy can be relumed. 

While the issue has created a great deal of 
controversy, the matter has not developed into a 
partisan issue, with Republicans, independents, 
and Democrats, as well as liberals, moderates, 
and conservatives, all expressing about the same 
level of approval. However, there are major dif¬ 
ferences in approval between men and women 
with men expressing a positive reaction by a 31- 
point margin, 63% to 32%, and women express¬ 
ing only slightly more approval than disapproval, 
48% to 40%. The gender gap is especially strong 
among Americans with a high-school education 
or less: men in this category approve of the deci¬ 
sion by 60%: to 35%. while women show a net 
disapproval by 47% to 43%< Still, the gender gap 
is substantial even among the college group, with 
66% of men approving the decision, compared 
with 52% of women 
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JANUARY 13 
MOOD OF AMERICA 

Interview Dales: 1/7—10/00 
CNN/tfSA Tof/rtv/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 129544 

Do \ou approve or disapprove of the way 
Bill Clinton is handling his job as president? 




Dis- 

No 


Approve 

approve 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10 .... 

.. .63% 

35% 

2% 

1999 Dec 20-21 

...57 

36 

7 

1999 Dec 9-12 ... 

...56 

41 

3 

1999 Nov 18-21 .. 

.. .59 

36 

5 

1999 Nov 4-7 .... 

.. .58 

38 

4 

1999 Oct 21-24 .. 

...59 

36 

5 

1999 Oct 8-10 ... 

.. .56 

39 

5 

1999 Sep 23-26 .. 

.. .59 

38 

3 

1999 Sep 10-14 .. 

...60 

38 

2 

1999 Aug '*4-26 .. 

.. .60 

35 

5 

1999 Aug 16-18 .. 

...59 

36 

5 

1999 Aug 3-4 .... 

.. .60 

35 

5 

1999 Jul 22-25 ... 

.. .64 

31 

5 

1999Jul 16-18 . .. 

..,58 

38 

4 

1999Jul13-14 ... 

...59 

37 

4 

1999 Jun 25-27 .. 

...57 

41 

0 

1999 Jun 11-13 .. 

...60 

37 

3 

1999Jun4-5 .... 

.. .60 

35 

5 

1999 May 23-24 .. 

...53 

42 

5 

1999 May 7-9_ 

...60 

35 

5 

1999 Apr 30-May 2 

...60 

36 

4 

1999 Apr 26-27 .. 

...60 

35 

5 

1999 Apr 13-14 .. 

.. .60 

36 

4 

1999 Apr 6-7 .... 

. ..59 

35 

6 

1999 Mar 30-31 .. 

* - . 64- 

32 

4 

1999 Mar 19-21 .. 

.. .64 

33 

3 

1999 Mar 12-14 .. 

.. .62 

35 

3 

1999 Mar 5-7 .... 

.. .68 

28 

4 

1999 Feb 26-28 .. 

...66 

31 

3 

1999 Feb 19-21 .. 

.. .66 

30 

4 

1999 Feb 12-13 .. 

. ..68 

30 

2 

1999 Feb 9 _ 

.. .70 

27 

3 

1999 Feb 4—8 .... 

...65 

33 

2 

1999 Jan 27. 

.. .67 

31 

2 

i 999 Jan 22-24 ... 

.. .69 

29 

2 

1999 Jan 15-17 ... 

...69 

29 

2 

1999 Jan 8-10.... 

.. .67 

30 

3 

1999 Jan 6. 

.. .63 

34 

3 


Next, do you 

approve or 

disapprove of the 

way Congress is handling its job? 

Dis- 

No 


Approve 

approve 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10 ... 

... .51% 

42% 

1% 

1999 Sep 23-26 . 

,,.31 

56 

7 

1999Jul13-14 .. 

..,39 

51 

10 

1999 Jun 11-13 . 

... .41 

53 

6 

1999 Apr 13-14 . 

45 

ft ft V * 1 ft/ 

47 

8 

1999 Feb 12-13 . 

... .41 

54 

5 

1999 Jan 15-17 .. 

50 

ft ft -ft 1 */ V 

46 

4 

In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied 

with the way things are going in the United 
States at this time? 

Dis- No 


Satisfied 

satisfied 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10 ... 

... .69% 

28% 

3% 

1999 Sep 23-26 . 

... .52 

45 

3 

1999 Aug 24-26 . 

... .62 

35 

3 

1999 Jun 11-13 , 

... .55 

42 

3 

1999 May 23-24 . 

... .51 

46 

3 

1999 Apr 26-27 . 

., , .51 

45 

4 

1999 Apr 13-14 . 

... .58 

39 

3 

1999 Feb 12-13 , 

... .71 

26 

3 

1999 Jan 15-17 . . 

... .70 

28 

2 


Please tell me whether you have a favorable 
or unfavorable opinion of each of the fol¬ 
lowing parties: 


The Republican Party? 




Un- 

No 

Favorable 

favorable 

opinion 

Likely Voters 




2000 Jan 7-10. 

. .56% 

39% 

5% 

National Adults/ 




Registered Voters 




2000 Jan 7-10. 

. .53 

41 

6 

1999 Nov 18-21 . . . 

. .50 

44 

6 

1999 Apr 30-May 2 

. .47 

44 

9 

1999 Feb 19-21 ... 

. .45 

46 

9 

1999 Feb 12-13 ... 

.,40 

54 

6 

1999 Feb 4-8 . 

..45 

47 

8 

1999 Jan 8-10. 

,.40 

52 

8 

1998 Dec 19-20 ... 

. .31 

57 

12 

1998 Dec 15-16 ... 

. .43 

47 

10 

1997 Oct 27-29 ... 

i. 

LA 

O 

42 

8 

1996 Aug 30-Sep 1 . 

. .50 

45 

5 
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1996 Aug 16-18 .. 

...55 

41 

3 

1996 Aug 5-7 . ... 

.. .51 

44 

5 

1996 Apr 9-10 ... 

.. .52 

41 

7 

1995 Apr 17-19 .. 

.. -52 

42 

6 

1992 Jul 6-8. 

.. .53 

39 

8 

The Democratic Party? 

Favorable 

Un¬ 

favorable 

No 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000Jan7-10 ... 

.. .58% 

37% 

5% 

National Adults/ 
Registered Voters 
2000 Jan 7-10 , . . . 

. . .61 

33 

6 

1999 Nov 18-21 .. 

...51 

41 

8 

1999 Apr 30-May 2 

., .53 

37 

10 

1999 Feb 19-21 . 

«■ »5 5 

37 

8 

1999 Feb 12-13 .. 

.. .56 

38 

6 

1999 Feb 4-8 _ 

.. .57 

37 

6 

1999 Jan 8-10 .... 

.. .57 

35 

8 

1998 Dec 19-20 .. 

,..51 

30 

13 

1998 Dec 15-16 .. 

,. .58 

32 

10 

1997 Oct 27-29 .. 

.. .54 

39 

7 

1996 Aug 30-Sep 1 

.. .60 

36 

4 

1996 Aug 16-18 . . 

...55 

41 

4 

1996 Aue 5-7 .... 

...57 

38 

5 

1996 Apr 9-10 .. . 

.. .55 

38 

7 

1995 Apr 17-19 .. 

...51 

43 

6 

1992 Jul 6-8_ 

...54 

38 

8 


Compared to previous elections, are you 
more enthusiastic about voting than usual, 
or less enthusiastic? 





Same 


More 

Less 

(vol.); 


enthtt- 

entlut- 

no 

Likely Voters 

siastic 

siastic 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10 ... 

National Adults 

... .49% 

31% 

20% 

2000 Jan 7-10 ... 

... .43 

38 

19 

1999 Oct 9-12 .. 

. . . .35 

47 

IS 

1999 Aug 21-23 . 

... .38 

41 

21 

1998 Apr 17-19 . 

.,. .30 

48 

22 

1994 Nov 2-6 . 

. . .38 

48 

15 

1994 Oct 7-9 ... 

... .34 

46 

20 

Are you better off than you 
ago, or not? 

were eight years 


Yes, better off . 

No, not better off. 

Just as well off (vol.). 

No opinion .. 


... .73% 
.. ..19 
.... .7 

.1 


Is America as respected throughout the 
world as it was eight years ago, or not? 

Yes, as respected...40% 

No, not as respected ...... .54 

No opinion.6 


Are you very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, 
not too satisfied, or not at all satisfied with 


the state of the nation’s economy? 





Not 




too, not 




at all 



Some¬ 

satis¬ 


Very 

what 

fied; 


satis¬ 

satis¬ 

no 


fied 

fied 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10 

., .37% 

46% 

17% 

1997 Jan 10-13 

. .12 

46 

42 

1993 Jan 8-11 .... 

.. ..3 

22 

75 

How would you rate economic conditions in 

this country today- -as exce 

» w 

’ilent, good, only 

fair, or poor? 







Poor; 


Excellent, 

Only 

no 


good 

fiair 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10. .. 

.. .73% 

23% 

6% 

1999 Oct 21-24 . 

.. .65 

27 

8 

1999 Sep 10-14 .. 

., .67 

24 

9 

1999 Auu 24-26 .. 

...64 

28 

8 

1999Jun4-5 .... 

...74 

21 

5 


Right now, do you think that economic con¬ 
ditions in the country as a whole are getting 
better, or getting worse 7 

Same 
(vol); 

Getting Getting no 

belter worse opinion 


2000 Jan 7-10 .. 

.69% 

23% 

uc7. 

o n 

1999 Oct 21-24 

.52 

34 

14 

1999 Sep 10-14 

.59 

29 

12 

3999 Aug 24-26 

.54 

31 

15 

1999 Jun 4-5 .. 

.60 

27 

13 

1999 Jan 15-17 . 

.63 

28 

9 
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1998 Dec 4-6 .... 

...52 

38 

10 

1998 Oct 29-Nov I 

...51 

38 

11 

1998 Sep 1 . 

.. .45 

41 

14 

1998 Mar 20-22 .. 

...69 

21 

10 


Economic Outlook 
(Previous Two Questions Combined) 


Mixed; 

un¬ 
de si g- 


National Adults 

Positive 

Negative 

noted 

2000 Jan 7-10 

61% 

15% 

24% 

1999 Oct 21-24 

50 

23 

27 

1999 Sep 10-14 

55 

19 

26 

1999 Aug 24-26 

48 

21 

31 

1999 Jun 4—5 

59 

17 

24 

1999 Jan 15-17 

54 

17 

29 

1998 Dec 4-6 

47 

23 

30 

1998 Oct 29-Nov I 

47 

22 

31 

1998 Sep 1 

45 

24 

31 

1998 Mar 20-22 

59 

18 

23 


j How worried are you these days about your 
personal economic situation—extremely 
worried, very worried, moderately worried, 
only a little worried, or not at all worried? 

Only a 
little, 
not at all 



Extremely, 


worried; 


very 

Moderately 

no 


worried 

worried 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10 .. 

.14% 

35% 

51% 

1996 Mar 15-17 

,.., .26 

33 

41 

1993 Jul 9-11 

.35 

33 

32 


Analysis: Americans seem unusually positive as 
the new year begins, with large majorities ex¬ 
pressing satisfaction with the way things are 
going in the country at this time, and more specif¬ 
ically with the state ot she nation’s economy. 
This positive view has spilled over into the politi¬ 
cal realm as well, with a surge in public approval 
for the president and the U.S. Congress, alon<’ 
with unusually high levels of optimism and en* 
thusiasm for this year’s presidential election. 


Overall satisfaction with the national situa¬ 
tion is now at 69%, statistically tied with the level 
expressed last year (71%) right after President 
Clinton was acquitted by the Senate in his im¬ 
peachment trial. In the past two decades, satisfac¬ 
tion has reached as high as 66% on just two other 
occasions: during the height of American success 
in the Persian Gulf War, and in early 1986 dunny 
good economic times when President Reagan was 
in office, several months before the Iran-Contra 
scandal became public. 

With rare exceptions, such as the Persian 
Gulf War, overall satisfaction seems to be most 
strongly related to the state of the economy, and 
today Americans are as happy with the economy 
as they have been in many years. Gallup’s trend 
on this issue goes back to 1992, when President 
Bush lost his re-election bid during economic 
times that were perceived to be poor. Today, the 
mood is strongly upbeat, with 83% satisfied with 
the state of the nation’s economy, 71% rating the 
economy as excellent or good, 69% saying eco¬ 
nomic conditions are getting better rather than 
worse, and just 14% expressing serious worries 
over their own personal economic situations. By 
contrast, in late 1992 and early 1993, only 25% 
were satisfied with the state of the economy, just 
18% rated it as excellent or good, only 29% felt 
that economic conditions were getting belter, and 
35% expressed serious worries about their own 
financial situations. 

The generally positive mood of Americans 
and their satisfaction with the economy may ac¬ 
count for the unusually high level of optimism and 
approval they express about politics as well 
President Clinton’s approval rating of 63% is se\- 
eral points higher than it has been in recent months, 
when it fluctuated in the high 50s. Similarly, ap¬ 
proval of Congress is considerably higher now at 
51 % than over much of the past year, when it fluc¬ 
tuated in the high 30s and low 40s. The Republican 
Party has fully recovered from the negative reac¬ 
tion of the public to the impeachment hearings, 
with 56% now favorable toward the GOP, virtually 
tied with the Democrats’ favorability rating at 58% 
And by a margin o? 49% to 31%, voters say that 
they are more enthusiastic about voting this year 
than they usually are. 
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In the 1980 presidential campaign, Ronald 
Reagan asked Americans whether they were “bet¬ 
ter off or worse off’ after four years of the Carter 
administration. With the public’s negative re¬ 
sponse a key explanation for Reagan’s election, 
that question has become a major focus of politi¬ 
cal analysts. This year, a whopping 73% say they 
are better off than they were eight years ago, 
while just 19% say they are not—a figure that, 
combined with other measures of a positive pub¬ 
lic mood in the country, should in theory give 
Vice President A1 Gore an electoral boost in his 
campaign. But despite the positive public mood. 
Gore trails both Texas Governor George W. Bush 
and Senator John McCain in the presidential elec¬ 
tion race, and he fares worse against these two 
candidates than does former Senator Bill Bradley. 

JANUARY 17 
ATTITUDES ABOUT 
CANDIDATES AND VOTING 

Interview Dates: 1/7-10/00 
CNN /USA 7V*/m/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 129544 

Which of the following do you think will be 
most important to you when you decide 
whom to vote for—where the candidates 
stand on issues that matter to you, or the 
leadership skills and vision you think the 


candidates would have as president? 

Intle - 

Likely 

National Repuh* 

Demo¬ 

pen¬ 

voters 

Stand 

adults 

ticcms 

crats 

dents 

on issues ... .36% 
Leadership 
skills 

31% 

34% 

44 % 

34% 

and vision ..51 
Both equally 

49 

54 

43 

51 

(vol.).12 

Neither; no 

10 

11 

9 

10 

opinion 

4 

1 

4 

5 


Next, we have some questions about the 
2000 presidential campaign. Please try to 
answer each question based on what you 


may have heard or read so far about the 
campaign and the candidates; 

Does it make a real difference to you who is 


elected president, or not ? 


No 

Yes 

No 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10.S0% 

20% 


1992 Jan 6-9.82 

17 

i 

*Less than 1 % 




Is there any candidate running this year that 
you think would make a good president, or 
not? 


No 


Yes 

No 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10...75% 

16% 

9% 

1996 May 9-12.57 

39 

4 

1992 Oct 23-25 .68 

26 

6 

1992 Sep 11-15 _61 

32 

7 

1992 Apr 20-22 .47 

44 

9 

1992 Jan 6-9.40 

41 

19 

If Al Gon and Georgi 

U. Bush become the 

Democratic and Republican nominees for 
president this year, would you be satisfied 

with that choice, or not satisfied? 



Not 

No 

Satisfied 

satisfied 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Jan 7-10.67% 

31% 

2% 

National Adults 

2000 Jan 7-10_70 

28 

2 

1996 Jan 12* ....56 

40 

3 

^Question wording: If Bob Dole and Bill Clinton 
become the Republican and Democratic no/m- 

nees for president this year, 

would you 

be satis- 

fied with that choice, or not satisfied? 


Compared to previous 

elections. 

are you 

more enthusiastic about voting than usual, 

or less enthusiastic? 


Same 

More 

Less 

(vol.); 

enthu- 

enthu- 

no 

siastic 

siastic 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Jan 7-10.49% 

31 % 

20% 
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National Adults 


2000 Jan 7-10. 

, .43 

38 

19 

1999 Oct 9-12 _ 

. .35 

47 

18 

1999 Aug 21-23 ... 

..38 

41 

21 

1998 Apr 17-19 ... 

..30 

48 

22 

1994 Nov 2-6. 

..38 

48 

15 

1994 Oct 7-9 . 

. .34 

46 

20 


Analysts: Americans’ overall satisfaction with the 
way things are going in the country today* and 
their overwhelming satisfaction with the state of 
the economy, is apparently spilling over into a 
state of contentment with the presidential election 
process. Voters are satisfied with the presidential 
candidates running for office so far, and they are 
more enthusiastic about the election this year than 
in previous years. This satisfaction may explain 
the fact that Americans—particularly Republicans 
and independents—are more interested this year 
in a presidential candidate’s leadership and vision 
than in his stance on particular issues. 

Regardless of the candidate they are sup¬ 
porting, Americans, at least as the year begins, 
are optimistic that they can find what they are 
looking for in a president among the candidates 
who are currently vying for the position. When 
asked in the most recent Gallup Poll if “there is 
any candidate running this year that you think 
would make a good president,” 75 % of the public 
says yes. This sentiment holds true across the po¬ 
litical spectrum. 

About half of likely voters also say they are 
more enthusiastic about voting this year than 
usual, while 31% say less enthusiastic. Addi¬ 
tionally, two-thirds of likely voters say that if the 
election comes down to A 1 Gore and George W. 
Bush, they would be satisfied—higher than the 
percentage of voters who answered a similar 
question in the affirmative when asked about 
front-runners Bill Clinton and Bob Dole in 1996. 

A good deal of the presidential campaigning 
last year and early this year has been concerned 
with issues, with candidates proposing various 
tax cut and health care plans and responding to 
specific and in-depth issue questions across the 
various debates being held in the early primary 
states. Americans, however, seem more interested 
m the style and leadership qualities of the candi¬ 


dates than in their positions on the issues. Fifty- 
one percent of likely voters interviewed in the 
January 7-10 poll chose “leadership skills and vi¬ 
sion” as being more important than “where the 
candidates stand on issues that matter to you,” 
cited by just 36%. 

This tilt toward the broader presidential 
characteristics may in part be due to the fact that 
few burning issues are consuming the electorate 
as this election year begins. As noted, about 
seven out of ten are satisfied with the way things 
are going in the United States at this time, a near¬ 
record figure for the last twenty years. Addi¬ 
tionally, Americans are highly satisfied with the 
economy and think that it is going up rather than 
down. The candidate who can best take advan¬ 
tage of the public’s desire for a president with 
leadership and vision remains to be seen. The 
poll shows that Republicans are significantly 
more likely than Democrats to feel that vision is 
important, while Democrats are more likely to 
say that the issues are important to their vote. 


JANUARY 18 
DIVIDED GOVERNMENT 

Interview Dates: 1/7-10/00 
CNN/CASA Tbt/ffy/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 129544 


If the elections for Congress were being held 
today, which party's candidate would you vote 
for in your congressional district—the 
Democratic Party "s candidate, or the Repub¬ 
lican Party’s candidate? [IF UNDECIDED 
As - of today, do you lean more toward the 
Democratic Party's candidate, or the Repub¬ 
lican Party's candidate?] 


Demo- Repub- Other; 

era tic iican un¬ 


candidate candidate decided 


Likely Voters 

2000 Jan 7-10. 49 % 45 % 

Registered Voters 

2000 Jan 7-10 .50 42 

1999 Nov 18-21 .... .50 43 

National Adults 

2000 Jan 7-10. 47 43 

1999 Nov 18-21 .46 43 



8 

7 

10 
i 1 
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1999 Sep 10-14 . 

. . .46 

42 

12 

1999 Feb 12-13 .. 

.. .52 

39 

9 

1998 Oct 29-Nov 1 

•».48 

39 

13 

1998 Oct 23-25 .. 

.. .45 

41 

14 

1998 Oct 9-12 ... 

.. .46 

42 

12 

1998 Sep 23-24 .. 

.. .50 

39 

11 

1998 Sep 14-15 .. 

. ..47 

41 

12 

1998 Sep 11-12 .. 

.. .50 

38 

12 

1998 Aug 21-23 .. 

.. .48 

42 

10 

1998 Ju! 7-8. 

.. .46 

40 

14 

1998 May 8-10 ... 

.. .49 

41 

10 

1998 Apr 17-19 .. 

.. .46 

44 

10 

1998 Jan 16-18 . . 

., .50 

39 

n 

Final Pre-election Trends 

Other; 


Demo- 

Repub- 

Iflf- 


crane 

Iican 

decided 

Likely Voters 

1996 Nov 3^1 

47% 

48% 

5% 

1984 Sep 28-Oct 1 

48 

46 

6 

1976 Oct 28-30 

53 

39 

8 

Registered Voters 

1996 Nov 3-4 

49 

44 

7 

1992 Oct 23-25 

51 

41 

S 

1988 May 13-15 

52 

37 

11 

1980 Oct 30-Nov 1 

52 

36 

12 

1972 Sep 22-25 

51 

38 

11 

National Adults 

1968 Oct 17-22 

50 

42 

8 

1964 Oct 8-13 

60 

31 

9 

1960 Oct 18-23 

56 

37 

8 

1956 Oct 18-23 

53 

42 

5 


If Vice President Al Gore were the Democratic 
Party’s candidate and Texas Governor 
George W. Bush were the Republican Party’s 
candidate, whom would you be more likely to 
vote for—Al Gore, the Democrat, or George IF 
Bush, the Republican? [IF UNDECIDED: As 
of today, do you lean more toward Al Gore, 
the Democrat, or George W. Bush, the 
Republican?} 

Other, 

no 

Gore Bush opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Jan 7-10 .43% 52% 5% 


Registered Voters 

2000 Jan 7-10 . . . , 

. . .44 

51 

5 

1999 Dec 20-2! .. 

.. .42 

53 

5 

1999 Dec 9-12 ... 

.. .42 

55 

3 

1999 Nov 18-21 .. 

. ..40 

56 

4 

National Adults 

1999 Nov 18-21 .. 

.. 39 

56 

5 

1999 Nov 4—7 ... 

.. .40 

55 

5 

1999 Oct 21-24 .. 

.. .43 

52 

5 

1999 Oct 8-10 ... 

...40 

56 

4 

1999 Sep 23-26 .. 

.. .37 

55 

s 

1999 Sep 10-14 .. 

.. .39 

56 

5 

1999 Aug 16-18 .. 

.. .41 

55 

4 

1999 Jul 16-18 . . 

.. .38 

55 

7 

1999 Jun 25-27 .. 

.. .41 

56 

3 

1999Jun4-5 .... 

. ..40 

56 

4 

1999 May 23-24 ., 

,. .40 

54 

6 

1999 Apr 30- 
May 2. 

. .40 

56 

4 

1999 Apr 13-14 .. 

. . .38 

59 

3 

1999 Mar 12-14 .. 

. .41 

56 

3 

1999 Mar 5-7 .... 

.. .41 

56 

3 

1999 Feb 19-21 .. 

. . .43 

54 

3 

1999 Jan 8-10 ... 

.. .47 

48 

5 

1998 May 8-10 ... 

...46 

50 

4 


Analysis: According to the latest Gallup Poll of 
likely voters, Americans are flirting with the pos¬ 
sibility of electing a divided government in the 
year 2000, this time with a Republican president 
and a Democratic House. The poll shows that 
Republican Texas Governor George W. Bush 
leads Democratic Vice President Al Gore for the 
2000 presidential race by a 9-point margin. 52% 
to 43%. At the same time. Democrats lead 
Republicans in the race to control the U S House 
of Representatives by a margin of 49% to 45%. 
Tins 4-point lead is small and within the poll's 
margin of error. Still, the voters' 13-point swing 
from the Republican presidential candidate to the 
Democratic congressional candidates suggests the 
possibility that the electorate may choose a gov¬ 
ernment divided between the two major parties, 
as it has for eighteen of the past twenty years 

This does not mean that all voters, or even a 
majority of voters, want divided government. In 
fact. 78% of likely voters choose the presidential 
candidate and congressional representative of lhe 
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same party, with 41% choosing a straight Repub¬ 
lican ticket and 37% a straight Democratic ticket. 
But 9% of voters who choose Bush then say they 
expect to vote for a Democrat in the congres¬ 
sional elections, while 4% of Gore voters opt for 
a GOP congressional candidate. And most of 
those who are unsure in the presidential contest 
express an intention to vote Democratic in the 
congressional races. 

Switchers are about evenly distributed by age 
and gender, but, not surprisingly, independents are 
far more likely than either Democrats or Repub¬ 
licans to split their votes for offices among the 
two parties. While 85% of Republicans (and inde¬ 
pendents who lean Republican) vote the party 
line, as do 78% of the Democrats (and “leaning” 
Democrats), just 31 % of independents vote for the 
same party' in both contests. The differences in 
switching can be seen by comparing how parti¬ 
sans vote in the congressional races with how they 


vote in the presidential race. Republicans show 
the same overall level of support for Republican 
congressional candidates that they do for Bush 
(92% to 6%). Thus, while a small proportion of 
GOP voters may switch their votes between the 
two contests, the “net” switching is zero. 

By contrast. Democrats show a significant 
level of switching. While overwhelming majori¬ 
ties of Democrats vote for their own party’s con¬ 
gressional candidates (92% to 4%) and for Gore 
over Bush (83% to 13%), the diminished support 
for Gore shows that switching among Democrats 
does, in fact, favor the Republicans. A lead of 88 
percentage points for the Democratic congres¬ 
sional candidates reduces to just a 70-point lead 
for Gore over Bush. The biggest switch in voting 
can be seen among independents, who support 
Bush by a 16-point margin, 53% to 37%, but then 
give plurality support to Democrats in the con¬ 
gressional races by a 5-point margin, 46% to 41%. 


JANUARY 19 

IMPORTANCE OF ISSUES IN VOTE FOR PRESIDENT 


Interview Dates: 1/13-16/00 
CNN//ASA Tbday/Gallup Poll 
Survey "GO 129545 


Wed like to know which issues will be important to you when you vote in this year’s presidential 
election. As I lead each issue, please tell me if it will be extremely important to your vote, very im¬ 
portant, somewhat important, not too important, or not important at all: 


Public education at the elementary' and 
high-school levels 


Problems of raising children in today’s culture 
Cost of health care 

Number of Americans with no health insurance 

Policy on Socia? Security and Medicare for future 
generations 

Amount Americans pay in federal taxes 
Moral standards in the country 
Policy on Social Security and 
Medicare benefits 


Extremely 

Very 

Some¬ 

what 

Not 

too 

Not 
at all: 

impor¬ 

impor¬ 

impor¬ 

impor¬ 

no 

tant 

tant 

tant 

tant 

opinion 

39% 

47% 

12 % 

2 % 

2 % 

33 

44 

16 

4 

3 

32 

49 

16 

2 

1 

31 

42 

21 

4 

9 

31 

51 

14 

9 

2 

29 

43 

21 

5 

2 

29 

42 

18 

7 

4 

29 

50 

18 

3 

m _ , 
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Presidential character, integrity 
The economy 

Medical care available in the HMO system 
Poverty and homelessness 
Gun laws 

Federal income tax system 

How the budget surplus is dealt with 

Federal policy on crime prevention 

The environment 

Race relations 

Abortion policy 

Federal spending on the military 

Size and power of the federal government 

U.S, role in world affairs 

Campaign finance reform 

Foreign trade 

Government policies on gays and lesbians 


Analysis: According to a new Gallup Poll con¬ 
ducted January 13-16. the issues that will be im¬ 
portant to Americans when they consider which 
presidential candidate to vote for this year vary 
substantially by political party. Among all 
Americans, the most important issue identified in 
tlie poll is public education at the elementary and 
high-school levels, which is described as “ex¬ 
tremely important” by 39% of respondents and 
“very important” by another 47%, Several issues 
tie for second place, including the problems of 
raising children in today’s culture, the cost of 
health care, and federal policy toward Social 
Security and Medicare. About eight in ten men¬ 
tion each of these as either “extremely” or “very'" 
important. The nation’s economy, a dominant 
concern in previous elections, is not in the top 
five most important factors in determining the 
presidential vote this year. 

These priorities arc not the same among 
Republicans, however The issue that leads the 
GOP list is presidential character and integrity. 
Only 21% of Democrats say this issue is “ex¬ 
tremely important,” compared with 40% of Re¬ 
publicans. With those who say the issue is “very 
important” included, 80% of Republicans, com¬ 




Some¬ 

Not 

Not 

Extremely 

Very 

what 

too 

at all; 

impor¬ 

impor¬ 

impor¬ 

impor¬ 

no 

tant 

tant 

tant 

tant 

opinion 

29% 

45% 

19% 

4% 

3% 

28 

53 

16 

2 

1 

26 

43 

22 

5 

4 

26 

46 

23 

3 

2 

25 

38 

24 

8 

5 

25 

45 

24 

4 

2 

24 

44 

24 

4 

4 

23 

48 

22 

5 

9 

23 

45 

34 

5 

a 

20 

36 

29 

7 

8 

19 

28 

26 

15 

12 

18 

38 

32 

9 

3 

17 

36 

32 

9 

6 

17 

43 

30 

6 

4 

12 

22 

37 

18 

11 

10 

34 

41 

10 

5 

S 

17 

30 

21 

24 


pared with just 64% of Democrats, say the issue 
is either “extremely 1 or “very” important to them. 
The same general pattern of differences is found 
on two other issues: moral standards in the coun¬ 
try, and the amouut of taxes Americans have to 
pay. About eight in ten Republicans say these is¬ 
sues are either “extremely” or “very” important, 
compared with les,s than seven in ten Democrats. 
This may help to explain why tax cut plans have 
been a central focus of Republican candidates 
George W. Bush and John McCain in the early 
primary states this year. 

Compared with Republicans, Democrats 
place greater importance on a wide variety of 
specific issues: public education, the problems of 
raising children, ihe cost of health care, the num¬ 
ber of Americans with no health insurance. Social 
Security and Medicare, the medical care available 
in HMOs, poverty and homelessness, race rela¬ 
tions, the environment, federal policy on crime 
prevention, and gun laws. Issues where voters in 
the two parties do not differ include the federal 
income tax system, how the budget surplus is 
dealt with, campaign finance reform, the size and 
power of the federal government, the U.S. role in 
world affairs, abortion policy, federal spending 
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on the military, government jiolicy concerning 
gays and lesbians, foreign trade, and the nation s 
economy. All of these issues, except for the econ¬ 
omy, recetve relatively low importance ratings. 
The economy is rated about in the middle ol the 
issues included in thus poll. 

JANUARY 20 

GUN CONTROL LAWS 

Interview Dates: 1/13-16/00 
CNN/USA Today/GMup Poll 
Survey #GO 129545 


1999 Aug 3-4 . 

.,66 

6 

28 

1999 Jun 25-27 . . , 

. ,62 

6 

32 

1999 May 23-24 ... 

..65 

5 

30 

1999 Apr 26—27 ... 

p ,66 

7 

27 

1999 Feb 8-9 . 

. .60 

9 

31 

1993 Dec 17-19 . .. 

. ,67 

7 

26 

1993 Mar . 

. .70 

4 

26 

1991 . 

. .68 

5 

27 

1990 . 

..78 

2 

20 

1989 .. 

. .70 

6 

24 


Would you favor or oppose the registration 
of all handguns? 


No 


2000 Jan 13-16 .... 

Favor 

. .73% 

Oppose 

26% 

opinion 

1% 

1999 Feb 8-9. 

..79 

19 

2 

1993 Dec. 

. .81 

18 

1 

1991 . 

..80 

17 

3 

1990 .. 

..81 

17 

9 

1985 . 

..70 

25 

5 

1982 . 

. .66 

30 

4 

1938* . 

. .84 

16 



' Question wording: Do you think all owners oj 
pistols and revolvers should be required to regis¬ 
ter with the government * 


Do you think the amount of gun-related vio¬ 
lence in America could be significantly re¬ 
duced by stricter enforcement of the current 

gun laws, or is it also necessary to pass new 
gun laws? 

Stricter enforcement of current laws. 41 % 

Necessary to pass new gun laws. 47 

Other (vol.) . 0 

Neither; no opinion . . n 


Analysis: President Clinton announced earlier 
this week that he will seek almost $300 million 
from Congress to hire additional Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms agents and in¬ 
spectors to crack down on illegal gun traffickers. 
The announcement was interpreted as reflecting 
an administration concession to gun control crit¬ 
ics, who have pressed for increased enforcement 
of existing laws rather than attempts to pass new 
gun control legislation. A new Gallup Poll, how¬ 
ever, shows that by a slight margin, Americans 
think that new laws, in addition to stricter en¬ 
forcement of existing laws, will be needed to 
control gun-related violence. 

President Clinton’s seemingly subtle shift of 
emphasis this week between new laws and en¬ 
forcement of existing laws exemplifies a point 
that has been at the heart of much of the discus¬ 
sion on gun control legislation. Those who are 
strongly opposed to guns in any form have ar¬ 
gued that new laws, including such measures as 
requiring the registration of all handguns, are 
necessary, while the NRA and others opposed to 
gun control have argued that there are enough 
laws on the books and that the emphasis should 


In general, do you feel that the laws covering 
the sale of firearms should be made more 
strict, less strict, or kept as they are now? 


More 

strict 

1999 Dec 9-12..60% 


Kept 
as now; 
Dess no 
strict opinion 

10 % 30 % 


be placed on stricter enforcement. 

There is little question that Americans react 
in strongly positive ways to the idea of new laws 
aimed at controlling the availability of guns. In 
December, for example, 60% said that laws con¬ 
cerning guns should be made more strict, while 
only 10 % said that they should be made less 
strict. Additionally, in the most recent Gallup 
Poll, 73% favored the registration of all hand- 
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guns, (Interestingly, when this question was first 
asked in a slightly different form more than sixty 
years ago, in 1938, 84% favored the idea that 
“owners of pistols and revolvers should be re¬ 
quired to register with the government.”) Such 
new laws as minimum age for handgun posses¬ 
sion, trigger guards, banning high-capacity am¬ 
munition clips, and mandatory sentences for 
those convicted of crimes using a handgun also 
receive overwhelming levels of support. 

Still, when asked directly to choose between 
the argument that gun-related violence can be 
controlled just with stricter enforcement of the 
current gun laws, or that passing new gun laws is 
also necessary, only 47% choose the “new gun 
laws” alternative, while 41 % choose the “stricter 
enforcement by itself’ alternative. These results 
suggest that, in the aggregate, the public is not 
strongly supportive of the NRA position—a sole 
reliance on increased enforcement of existing 
laws—as the preferred alternative. The fact that 
41% so choose this alternative suggests that the 
NRA has some support for its position, and that 
an approach which emphasizes both new laws 
and better enforcement of existing laws might be 
most acceptable to the American people. 

There are differences by partisan orientation 
on almost all gun control issues. Fifty percent of 
Republicans nationwide say that stricter enforce¬ 
ment would be more effective without having to 
pass new laws, compared to 37% who favor the 
“new laws also needed” alternative Democrats, 
on the other hand, favor new gun legislation by 
5S% to 35%. (Independents tilt 47% to new laws, 
and 39 % to stricter enforcement.) 

Although gun control issues have already 
been a point of discussion in early presidential 
election campaigning this year, the new poll shows 
that the issue has only mid-range importance to the 
average voter. Twenty-five percent of those inter¬ 
viewed say that gun laws will be extremely impor¬ 
tant to their vote, while another 38% say it will be 
very important, putting the issue about in the mid¬ 
dle of the list of twenty-five diverse issues tested 
in the latest Gallup Poll. Gun control is more im¬ 
portant to Democrats than to Republicans, with 
31% of Democrats saying it will be extremely im¬ 
portant, compared to just I7%> of Republicans. 
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PRESIDENTIAL LEADERSHIP QUALITIES 


Interview Dates: 1/17-19/00 
CNN/U5A Today ICrsWwp Poll 
Survey #GO 129543 


Please tell me whether 

you agree 

or dis- 

agree that the following 

candidate has the 

personality and leadership qualities 

a presi- 

dent should have: 



Al Gore? 


No 

Agree 

Disagree 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Jan 17-19 ......50% 

47 % 

3% 

National Adults 

2000 Jan 17-19.52 

43 

5 

George IK Bush? 


No 

Agree 

Disagree 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Jan 17—19.64% 

32% 

4% 

National Adults 

2000 Jan 17-19.65 

28 

7 


Thinking about the following characteristics 
and qualities, please say whether you think 


each one applies 

or doesn 

'/ apply to 

\l Gore: 

Shares your values? 




2000 

1999 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 

Mur 


17-19 

10-14 

12-15 

Applies .... 

. .5 1 G 

52% 

56 % 

Doesn't apply. 

. .39 

41 

37 

No opinion . 

..10 

7 

7 

Cares about the 

needs of people like 

you ’ 


2000 

1999 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 

Mar 


17-19 

10-14 

12-15 

Applies .. 

. .59% 

61% 

63% 

Doesn't apply. 

. ,33 

33 

31 

No opinion . 

.. .8 

6 

6 

Can manage the government effectively ‘ 


2000 

1999 

1999 


Jun 

Sep 

j \tiif 


17-19 

10-14 

12-15 

Applies. 

.52% 

53% 

59% 


TWO THOUSAND 21 

























Doesn't apply.37 40 35 

No opinion .11 7 6 


Has strong moral character ? 



2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

21-23 * 

Applies.. 

.70% 

61% 

Doesn’t apply. 

. 20 

25 

No opinion. 

. 10 

14 

*CNNJTime poll 




Has a vision for the countn's fittur 

e? 

Applies .. 


... .67% 

Doesn't apply . 

»«#*#■** 

... .25 

No opinion . 


. 8 

Understands complex issues? 


Applies ... .. 


... .63% 

Doesn’t apply . . 

i i. fe v ■ 

... .26 

No opinion . 


....11 

Is a strong and decisive leader? 


2000 

1999 

1999 

Jan 

Sep 

Mar 

17-19 

21-23 * 

26-27* 

Applies . 42% 

39% 

39% 

Doesn’t apply . 47 

49 

47 

No opinion . 11 

12 

14 

*CNNfTime poll 



Stands up for what he believes in? 


Applies . 



Doesn’t apply . . 


.., .23 

No opinion . 


7 

Has new ideas? 


¥ 1 4 a i4 I 

2000 

1999 

1999 

Jan 

Sep 

Mar 

17-19 

21-23* 


Applies . 56% 

42% 

44% 

Doesn’t apply . 31 

44 

33 

No opinion ....._ 13 

14 

23 

*CNN/77fwe poll 



Is likeable? 



Applies . 

•**■•■*# (1 

... .72% 

Doesn’t apply . 


... .23 

No opinion . . . 
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Inspires confidence? 

Applies.. .44% 

Doesn’t apply.,....47 

No opinion. .9 

Is someone you can respect? 

Applies..64% 

Doesn’t apply .. ...31 

No opinion. 5 

Can keep up with changing times? 

Applies...... ,64% 

Doesn’t apply... 27 

No opinion... 9 


Thinking about the following characteristics 
and qualities, please say whether you think 
each one applies or doesn 't apply to George W. 
Bush: 


Shares your values? 



2000 

1999 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 

Mar 


17-19 

10-14 

12-15 

Applies. 

..55% 

56% 

58% 

Doesn’t apply 

32 

* * * p * □ a me-* Xri 

34 

31 

No opinion .. 

.,.13 

10 

11 


Cares about the needs of people like you? 



2000 

1999 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 

Mar 


17-19 

10-14 

12-15 

Applies. 


59% 

59% 

Doesn’t apply 

33 

■ 4 4 4 « * * —J 

32 

32 

No opinion .. 

. 11 

9 

9 


Can manage the government effectively? 


2000 

1999 

1999 

Jan 

Sep 

Mar 

17-19 

10-14 

12-15 

Applies. 66 % 

72% 

77% 

Doesn’t apply _ 22 

19 

15 

No opinion ....._ 12 

9 

8 

Has strong moral character? 


Applies.. 



Doesn't apply ...... 



No opinion. 


13 

Has a vision for the country's future? 


Applies ... 



Doesn’t apply .. 



No opinion. 

* » * * 7 . 4 , , 

...9 
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Understands complex issues? 

Applies...60% 

Doesn’t apply.26 

No opinion... 14 

Is a strong and decisive leader? 

Applies. 66 % 

Doesn’t apply.24 

No opinion.... IQ 

Stands up for what he believes in? 

Applies. 79 % 

Doesn't apply. 13 

No opinion.s 

Has new ideas? 

Applies. 57 % 

Doesn’t apply...28 

No opinion.....15 

Is likeable? 

Applies. 75% 

Doesn't apply .19 

No opinion. 6 

Inspires confidence? 

Applies ..60% 

Doesn’t apply.29 

No opinion..11 

Is someone you can respect? 

Applies. .73% 

Doesn’t apply. 20 

No opinion.... .7 

Can keep up with changing times? 

Applies. 70% 

Doesn’t apply .....20 

No opinion.10 


Next, please say whether you think Al Gore 
would do a good job or a poor job of deal¬ 
ing with each of the following issues: 

The economy '* 

2000 1999 

Jan Sep 

J7-I9 JO-14 

Good j ob .62 % 58% 

Poor job ..,.29 32 

No opinion ....9 10 


Foreign affairs? 



2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job .. 

. 50% 

46% 

Poorjob . , 

.36 

41 

No opinion. 

. 14 

13 

The gun issue? 

2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job ... 

.41% 

45% 

Poorjob .. , ,. 

_ 41 

40 

No opinion .. 

.18 

15 

The environment? 

2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job . 

. 69% 

67% 

Poor job .. 

. 20 

24 

No opinion.. 

.11 

9 


Education? 



2000 

’ 199 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job ... . . . 

.. .73% 

67% 

Poor job .. . . 

.19 

24 

No opinion ......... 

bo 

9 

Taxes? 


2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job .. 


47% 

Poorjob ........... 

.45 

41 

No opinion . .. 

.11 

12 

Crime? 


2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job .. 

• 4*4* r 4 - w- 1 w’ /l 

52% 

Poorjob.. 

.35 

37 

No opinion. 

.12 

11 

Health care? 


2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job .... 

.60% 

57% 

Poorjob . 

.30 

32 

No opinion. 

...10 

11 
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Keeping the federal budget balanced? 



2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job . 

. .52% 

50% 

Poor job .. 

. .38 

39 

No opinion. .... 

. .10 

11 

The problems of raising children in 

today's 

culture? 

2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job . 

, .60% 

62% 

Poor job... 

, .30 

28 

No opinion ..... 

. .10 

10 

Social Securin' and Medicare? 



2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job ... 

,57% 

55% 

Poorjob.... 

,3 9 

35 

No opinion. 

.11 

10 

Poverty and homelessness? 



Good job ..... 



Poorjob... 



No opinion... 


.. .10 


Next, please say whether you think George W. 
Bush would do a good job or a poor job of 
dealing with each of the following issues: 


The economy? 



2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job . 

.62% 

63% 

Poorjob . 


22 

No opinion ...... ..... 


15 

Foreign affairs? 

2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job . 


61% 

Poorjob . 


22 

No opinion.. 
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The gun issue? 



2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job . 

. .47% 

50% 

Poorjob . 

. .34 

32 

No opinion . 

. .19 

18 

The environment? 


2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job . . . , ., 

. .54% 

55% 

Poorjob . 

. .32 

29 

No opinion . 

. .14 

16 

Education ? 


2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job ... . 

. .70% 

70% 

Poorjob . 

. .19 

18 

No opinion . . 

. .11 

12 

Taxes? 


2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job . 

. .51% 

54% 

Poorjob . 

..35 

30 

No opinion . 

..14 

16 

Crime? 


2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job . 

. . 66 % 

65 % 

Poorjob . 

. .21 

20 

No opinion . 


15 

Health care ? 


2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job . 

. .50% 

57% 

Poorjob . 


26 

No opinion. 


17 

Keeping the federal budget balanced 9 



2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job . 


56% 

Poorjob . 


29 

No opinion. 

. .10 ■ 

15 


The problems of raising children in today’s 
culture? 



2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job . 


62% 

Poor job ..... ... 


23 

No opinion...... 

15 

15 

Social Security and Medicare? 



2000 

1999 


Jan 

Sep 


17-19 

10-14 

Good job .... . „ 

.51% 

53% 

Poor job .. 

.35 

29 

No opinion .... 

.14 

18 

Poverty and homelessness? 



Good job .. 


.. .44% 

Poor job . ...... 

No opinion... 




Analysis: Texas Governor George W. Bush con¬ 
tinues to lead Vice President A1 Gore in the latest 
Gallup Poll presidential trial heat. An analysis of 
measures designed to gauge the public's percep¬ 
tions of the two front-runners suggests that 
Bush’s key strength is his image as a leader 
rather than his positions on the issues. The poll 
shows Bush maintaining an 11-percentage-point 
lead over Gore among likely voters, 53% to 42%. 
To explore the images of the two front-runners, 
the poll included questions that asked respon¬ 
dents to rate each of the two front-runners on 
twelve issues and thirteen personal characteris¬ 
tics. The results show Gore with a modest advan¬ 
tage over Bush on the issues included in the 
survey, but on the personal characteristics— 
especially those related to leadership qualities— 
Bush decisively beats Gore. 

A general question asked respondents 
whether they agree or disagree that each candidate 
has “tiie personality and leadership qualities a 
president should have.” Sixty-five percent agree 
that Bush has those qualities, compared with 52% 
who agree that Gore does. Among the thirteen 
personal characteristics on which voters rated the 
two candidates, the one that most clearly distin¬ 
guishes Bush from Gore is "strong and decisive 
leader,” with 66% saying that the term applies to 


the 1 exas governor, while only 42% say that it ap¬ 
plies to the vice president. That 24-point differ¬ 
ence is the largest on any of the more than two 
dozen items included in the survey. 

Related to the leadership item are two other 
characteristics on which Bush also fares much 
better than Gore, Sixty-six percent say Bush can 
manage government effectively, while just 52% say 
that about Gore, And 60% say Bush inspires confi¬ 
dence, compared with 44% who say Gore does. On 
two other items. Bush enjoys a more modest 9- 
point advantage over Gore: those who say each 
candidate is someone they can respect (73% 
Bush, 64% Gore), and those who say each candi¬ 
date stands up for what he believes in (79% Bush. 
70% Gore). On none of the personal characteris¬ 
tics does Gore enjoy an advantage over Bush. 
However, the two candidates essentially tie in 
terms of die public’s ratings on: 

• shares your values 

• cares about the needs of people like you 

• has strong moral character 

• has a vision for the country's future 

• understands complex issues 

• has new ideas 

• is likeable 

• can keep up with changing times 

Respondents were also asked whether each 

of the front-running candidates would do a good 
job or a bad job of dealing with twelve specific 
issues. Unlike the case with the personal dimen¬ 
sions, Gore does much better than Bush. On three 
of the issues, voters are more likely to say that 
Gore would do a good job than to say that about 
Bush, by at least a 10-point margin These in¬ 
clude poverty and homelessness, where 62% say 
Gore would do a good job, compared with 44% 
who say that about Bush—an 18-point advantage 
that is the largest among any of the issues. Gore 
also enjoys a 15-point advantage over Bush on 
the environment, and a 10-point advantage on the 
issue of health care 

By contrast. Bush beats Gore by at least 10 
points on just one issue—crime—with 66% saying 
Bush would do a good job of handling that issue, 
and 53% saying Gore would. Bush also beats Gore 
on two other issues but by more modest margins— 
keeping the budget balanced (an 8-point 
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advantage), and taxes (a 7-point advantage). Given 
the results of this poll, it appears that the leader¬ 
ship characteristics that favor Bush are more im¬ 
portant to the public in shaping its presidential 
vote than are the issue areas that favor Gore. 
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PRESIDENTIAL FRONT-RUNNERS 

Interview Dates: 1/20-31/00 
CNN/t/SA 7Way/Galiup Poll 
Survey #GO 129546 

Suppose the Republican primary election for 
president were being held today. If you had 
to choose among the following candidates, 
which candidate would you vote for—Gary 
Bauer, George It 7 . Bush, Steve Forbes, John 
McCain, Orrin Hatch , or Alan Keyes? [IF 
UNSURE: A.v of today, to which Republican 
candidate do you lean most?] 



20 OO 

2000 


Jan 

Jan 


21-23 

20-22 

McCain. 

.43% 

42% 

Bush. 

.34 

33 

Forbes. 

.13 

13 

Keyes. 

.7 

7 

Bauer . 

. 1 

I 

Hatch ,.. 

* 

1 

Other; undecided. 

*Less than 1 % 

2 

3 


Suppose the Democratic primary election 
for president were being held today. If you 
had to choose between Bill Bradley or Al 
Gore, which candidate would you vote for? 
(IF UNSURE: At of today, to which Demo¬ 
cratic candidate do you lean more?] 



2000 

2000 


Jan 

Jan 


21-23 

20-22 

Bradley.. 

.45% 

43% 

Gore. 

.50 

52 

Other; undecided . 

..5 

5 


Next, I’m going to read a list of characteris¬ 
tics a president might have. For each one, 
please tell me, regardless of which candidate 
you support, whether you think it applies 
more to George W. Bush or John McCain: 

Can get things done in Washington ? 


2000 

Jan 

20-22 

Bush .. 43% 

McCain .......42 

Same (vol.); no opinion...15 


Has the better chance of beating the Demo¬ 
cratic candidate in November - 

2000 

Jan 

20-22 


Bush .. .73% 

McCain . 18 

Same (vol.); no opinion.9 


Has a vision for the countr\''s future? 

2000 

Jan 

20-22 


Bush.34% 

McCain ....45 

Same (vol.); no opinion ... 21 


Will keep the economy strong ? 


2000 

Jan 

20-22 

Bush ..45% 

McCain ..34 

Same (vol.); no opinion.21 


Is in touch with the average American ? 

2000 

Jan 

20-22 

Bush...26% 

Same (vol.); no opinion. 12 

Is someone you can trust? 

2000 

Jan 

20-22 


Bush..26% 

McCain ...... .50 

Same (vol.); no opinion.. .19 
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Next. I’m going to read a list of characteris¬ 
tics a president might have. For each one, 
please tell me, regardless of which candi¬ 
date you support, whether you think it ap¬ 
plies more to Al Gore or Bill Bradley: 

Can get things done in Washington ? 


2000 

Jan 

20-22 

Gore ..60% 

Bradley..25 

Same (vol.); no opinion... ,15 


Has the better chance of beating the Repub¬ 
lican candidate in November? 

2000 

Jan 

20-22 

Gore...66% 

Bradley .............................,^.6 

Same (vol.); no opinion.. 8 

Has a vision for the country's future? 


2000 

Jan 

20-22 

Gore ..39% 

Bradley..38 

'Same (vol.); no opinion.. .23 


Will keep the economy strong 9 

2000 

Jan 

20-22 

Gore. 54% 

Bradley... ,25 

Same (vol.); no opinion.. ■ 21 

Is in touch with the average American? 

2000 

Jan 

20-22 

Gore...34% 

Bradley ......49 

Same (vol.); no opinion.17 

Is someone you can trust ? 

Gore. 

Bradley. 

Same (vol.); no opinion .... 


2000 

Jan 

20-22 

.. .34% 
. ..39 
...21 


Analysis: With one week to go before the na¬ 
tion s first presidential primary in New Hamp¬ 
shire, voters in the Granite State seemed poised to 
deliver an upset to George W. Bush, despite his 
nearly two-year domination over his Republican 
rivals in national public opinion polls. The Demo¬ 
cratic front-runner Al Gore, on the other hand, is 
leading his only challenger. Bill Bradley, in New 
Hampshire by a substantially smaller margin than 
that seen nationally. 

The latest results from the CNN//7.SA 
Toc/ay/Gallup New Hampshire tracking poll, 
based on likely primary voters interviewed 
January 21-23, find Arizona Senator John 
McCain leading the Republican six-pack with 
43% of the vote while Bush trails by 9 points, 
with 34%. Of the four other major Republican 
candidates running, only Steve Forbes enjoys sup¬ 
port in the double digits, with 13%. Alan Keyes 
draws 7% of the New Hampshire Republican 
vote, Gary' Bauer 1%, and Orrin Hatch less than 
1%. Among New Hampshire adults likely to vote 
in the Democratic primary, Gore is favored for his 
party’s nomination by 50% to 45% o\cr Bradley. 
As they say, “it ain’t over till it's over,” and both 
races could be altered by whatever political mo¬ 
mentum candidates are able to take away from the 
Iowa caucuses held last night 

One factor works in Bush’s favor as he tries to 
attract new support: despite lagging behind in the 
New Hampshire polls, he is viewed favorably by 
seven in ten voters who are likely to participate in 
the New Hampshire Republican primary, with only 
27% of voters in this group viewing him unfavor¬ 
ably. McCain is also viewed highly positively, with 
82% viewing him favorably and only 14% unfavor¬ 
ably. The other candidates in the GOP race have 
accumulated substantial negatives among potential 
New Hampshire voters and thus seem less well po¬ 
sitioned to pick up new support in the final week 

New Hampshire election law allows for un- 
affihated and nonregistered voters to participate 
in party primaries by registering to vote with ei¬ 
ther the Republican or Democratic Party as late 
as primary' day, February' ! Gallup’s New Hamp¬ 
shire tracking poll shows that McCain has inde¬ 
pendent voters to thank foi his current lead in the 
Republican primary campaign 
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in both parties races, Gallup finds different 
paitems of support between pure partisans and po¬ 
litical independents who intend to vote. In the 
Democratic race. Gore leads Bradiey among reg¬ 
istered Democrats, 53% to 42%. while Bradley 
leads Gore 49% to 47% among independents who 
plan to vote in the Democratic primary. However, 
the pattern is particularly strong in the Republican 
race, Bush leads McCain by 39% to 36% among 
Republican likely voters, but among independents 
who plan to vote in the Republican primary, 
McCain leads Bush by a striking 58% to 22% 
margin What is McCain’s appeal among 
independents? According to a set of questions 
asking voters to compare their party's two front¬ 
runners on a series of characteristics, McCain sig¬ 
nificantly outscores Bush among independents on 
having a vision for the country’s future and as 
being someone you can trust. McCain is also 
much more likely to be perceived among indepen¬ 
dents as being in touch with average Americans. 

One interesting contrast evident in the new 
poll concerns the image of the party front¬ 
runners. All four of the top candidates across the 
two parties—A1 Gore, John McCain, Bill Bradley, 
and George W. Bush—enjoy high favorable rat¬ 
ings from voters likely to participate in their 
party's primary. However, in terms of their pref¬ 
erences in the primary. New Hampshire Repub¬ 


licans and Democrats are drawn to very different 
images of their leading candidates. The 
Republicans favor character, while the Democrats 
are backing competence. 

In part because of the opinions of political in¬ 
dependents, likely Republican primary voters 
choose McCain over Bush when it comes to vision, 
trust, and the ability to relate to average 
Americans—all qualities associated with his per¬ 
sonal character. His rival Bush scores better on 
keeping the economy strong and the ability to win 
in November, and is roughly equal to McCain on 
the perception that he can get things done in 
Washington. 

By contrast, the Democratic front-runner in 
New Hampshire, A1 Gore, is perceived as strong 
in the issues and competency areas of the econ¬ 
omy, eiectability, and getting things done in 
Washington. Opponent Bill Bradley outscores 
Gore on trust and being in touch with average 
Americans, and nearly ties with Gore on vision. 

The New Hampshire picture of a McCain 
victory and a slim Gore win contrasts sharply 
with Gallup's national pre-election polls. In the 
latest CNN /USA 7W«y/Gallup nationwide sur¬ 
vey, conducted January 17-19, Bush held a 44- 
point lead over McCain for the Republican 
nomination, 63% vs. 19%. In the same survey, 
Gore led Bradley by 33 points, 60% vs. 27%. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE PRIMARY TRI AL HEATS 


Interview Dates: 1/23-25/00 
CNN/t/5A Today! Gallup Poll 
Survey 3GO 129546 


Suppose the Republican primary election for president were being held today, If you had to choose 
among the following candidates, which candidate would you vote for—Gwy Bauer, George IV. 
Bush, Steve Forbes, John McCain, Orrin Hatch, or Alan Keyes? [IF UNSURE: As of today, to 
which Republican candidate do you lean most?] 



McCain 

2000 Jan 23-25 

43% 

2000 Jan 22-24 

45 

2000 Jan 21-23 

43 

2000 Jan 20-22 

42 

*Less than 1 % 



Budi 

Forbes 

Keyes 

36% 

12% 

6% 

33 

12 

6 

34 

13 

7 

33 

13 

7 


Other; 

Bauer Hatch undecided 

* * 3% 

* 1 3 

1 * 2 

1 1 3 
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Asked of Republican voters: As you may know, 
members of George W. Bush's family, including 
his mother Barbara Bush, have recently been 
campaigning on his behalf in New Hampshire. 
Have their appearances on his behalf made you 
feel more favorably toward George W, Bush or 
less favorably toward Bush, or have they had no 
ejfect on your view of him? 


More favorably ...18% 

Less favorably. 6 

No effect . 75 

No opinion. 1 


Suppose the Democratic primary election 
for president were being held today. If you 
had to choose between Bill Bradley or At 
Gore, which candidate would you vote for? 
[IF UNSURE: of today, to which 

Democratic candidate do you lean more 7 ] 




Other; 



un- 

Bradley 

r 

Gore 

dt’c uled 

2000 Jan 23-25 ..44%. 

53% 

3% 

2000 Jan 22-24 .45 

51 

4 

2000 Jan 21-23 . .... .45 

50 

5 

2000 Jan 20-22 .43 

52 

5 

Analysis: John McCain 

continues 

to lead 


Republican candidates in the New Hampshire pri¬ 
mary race with 43% of the vote, compared with 
36% for George W. Bush. 12% for Steve Forbes, 
and 6% for Alan Keyes. A1 Gore continues to lead 
Bill Bradley in the Democratic contest by a margin 
of 53% to 44%. The latest results of the CNN/USA 
TodayIGdXhip tracking poll of New Hampshire’s 
likely voters shows that these choices are highly re¬ 
lated to the political ideology of die voters. 

Nationally, Gore leads Bradley among 
Democrats by about 30 percentage points, and 
Bush leads McCain among Republicans by more 
than 40 points, with little differentiation among 
voters by their political ideology However, in 
New Hampshire, conservatives diner consider¬ 
ably in their choices from those ol moderates and 
liberals. The Republican electorate in the Granite 
State consists of about 56% conservatives, who 


support Bush over McCain by a 12-point margin. 
44% to 32%. Moderates and liberals, who com¬ 
prise the rest of the Republican electorate, sup¬ 
port McCain over Bush by a 29-point margin, 
57% to 28%. Overall, this represents a 41-point 
swing in support from the conservative to the 
moderate wing of the party. Even for the second- 
tier candidates, voter ideology seems to be a 
factor, with Forbes and Keyes both faring some¬ 
what better among conservatives than among 
moderates and liberals. Forbes gets 14% of the 
conservative vote but just 9% of the moderate 
vote, and Keyes registers 8% of the conservative 
vole and 3% of the moderate vote. 

A similar pattern can be found in the 
Democratic contest. Liberals comprise about a third 
of the Democratic electorate, and Bradley beats 
Gore in this group by 10 points, 54% to 44%. The 
largest group ol Democrats, however, consists of 
moderates, who comprise half of the electorate and 
support Gore over Bradley by a 14-point margin, 
55% to 41%. Conservatives represent just 16% of 
the Democratic electorate and give Gore a 31-point 
margin of support. 65% to 34%, 

Perhaps because of Bindley’s background as a 
college and professional basketball star, a gender 
gap is evident in the vote choice of New 
Hampshire Democrats. Men support the former 
New York Knicks Hall-of-Famer and Princeton 
University All-American by an 8-point margin. 
52% to ‘14%, while women give the vice president 
a 21-point advantage, 59% to 38%. Bradley also 
does better among higher-educated and higher- 
income voters than among voters with less educa¬ 
tion and income College graduates support 
Bradley by a 9-point margin, 53% to 44%. while 
\oters without a college degree support Gore by a 
26-point margin, 61% to 35%. Among voters with 
at least $50,000 in annual income, Bradley ties 
Gore, but among voters with less than $50,000 per 
year. Gore leads Bradley by about 15 points. 

JANUARY 28 
SUPER BOWL XXXIV 

Interview Dates: 1/25-26/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 129824 


TWO THOUSAND 


29 















Can you happen to tell me flic names of the 
two teams who will he playing m the Stipei 
Bowl this Sunday? 

Knows both . 

Knows Titans not Rams ... 

Knows Rams not Titans .. <• 

Knows neither. 

No opinion. 

Which team would you like to see win this 
year's Super Bowl game—the Tennessee 
Titans, or the St, Louis Rams? 

Tennessee Titans...36'% 

St. Louis Rams.-.38 

No preference, don’t follow (vol.). 24 

No opinion.- 

Regardless of whom you favor ; which team 
do you think will win — the Tennessee Titans, 
or the St. Louis Rams? 


. .46% 
...8 
...6 
..39 
.. .1 


Tennessee Titans ............ 

St. Louis Rams .. 

No preference; don’t follow (vol.) 
No opinion. 


.34% 

.45 

..14 

...7 


Which of the following activities, if any, do 
you plan to do in connection with this year's 
Super Bowl game on Sunday, January 30: 


Watch the game live on television? 



2000 

1992 


Jan 

Jan 


25-26 

16-19 

Yes. 

. .65% 

67% 

Attend a Super Bowl parly 

on game day ? 

2000 

1994 

1992 

Jan 

Jan 

Jan 

25-26 

26 

16-19 

Yes .22% 

15% 

16% 

Put money into an office pool on the game’s 

outcome? 



2000 

1994 

1992 

Jan 

Jan 

Jan 

25-26 

26 

16-19 

Yes .,13% 

21% 

18% 


Bet money, other than in an office pool, on 
the Titans or the Rams to win ? 


Yes 


# 1 ***** • 


k # * 


,9% 


Which of the following statements comes 
closest to your view of the Super Bowl—you 
plan to watch the game because it could be 
exciting; you don’t think the game will be 
exciting but you plan to watch it anyway; or 
you don 7 plan to watch the game ? 

Watch, could be exciting.49% 

Not exciting, watch anyway ...14 

Don’t plan to watch; no opinion .37 

Can you happen to tell me the name of any 
of the players on the Tennessee Titans or the 
St. Louis Rams who will be playing in this 
year’s Super Bowl? 


Kurt Warner. 

Steve McNair 
Eddie George 
Marshall Faulk .. . 

No; none . 

Don’t know 
Refused . 


.14% 

..8 

..7 

..5 

.51 


21 

.1 


Analysis: A new Gallup Poll finds that only 60% 
of Americans can name at least one team appear¬ 
ing in this year’s Super Bowl. Two years ago. 
when the Broncos and the Packers played in the 
Super Bowl, 66% of the public could name at 
least one of the teams. 

When Gallup interviewers asked which team 
the fans would like to see win on Sunday, Ameri¬ 
cans split right down the middle: 38% picked the 
Rams and 36% chose the Titans. As might be ex¬ 
pected, the Titans receive much higher support in 
the South (51%), while the Rams are strongest in 
the Midwest (47%). However, 44% of those liv¬ 
ing in the West also picked the Rams, perhaps be¬ 
cause of their many years in Los Angeles. 
However, Americans have a somewhat different 
view on their prediction about who will win the 
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game. The Rams pick up points when the public 
is asked, “Regardless of whom you favor, which 
team do you think will win?" Forty-five percent 
of those polled pick the Rams, while 34% choose 
the Titans. 

The Super Bowl is traditionally one of the 
most-watched television programs of the year, 
and despite the fact that the two teams playing do 
not have long histories and are not located in big 
television markets, television viewership is still 
expected to be high. Nearly two out of three 
(65%) say that they will be watching the kickoff 
Sunday evening on ABC. By way of comparison, 
a Gallup Poll before the 1992 Super Bowl be¬ 
tween the Bills and the Redskins found that 61% 
planned to watch the game 

What else will Americans be doing this 
Sunday in relationship to the big game? Twenty- 
two percent plan to attend a Super Bowl party this 
year, up from 15% in a 1994 Gallup Poll taken be¬ 
fore that year’s Super Bowl. The percentage of 
those who will put money into an office pool has 
fallen slightly to 13%, down from 21% in 1994. 

For the first time in many years, there are no 
marquee names in the Super Bowl—no El ways. 
Aikmans, or Favres here. In fact, nearly three out 
of four (73%) could not cite a single Rams or 
Titans player when asked to name any player on 
either team. Even an MVP season for Rams quar¬ 
terback Kurt Warner could only get him unaided 
name recognition from 14%. nearly twice that of 
Titans quarterback Steve McNair (8%). The star 
running backs for both teams were the only 
others to get more than 1% from the public: 
Eddie George of Tennessee (7%) and Marshall 
Faulk of St. Louis (5%). 


JANUARY 28 
ELIAN GONZALEZ 

Interview Dates: 1/25-26/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey HGO 129824 

We have a question about Elian Gonzalez, the 
6-year-old Cuban hoy who is a survivor of a 
boat filled with Cuban immigrants which sank 
off the coast of Florida hist November He is 


now m Florida where his custody is being dis¬ 
puted. How closely have you followed the 
news about this story —very closely, somewhat 

<r wr 

closely, not too closely, or not at all closely? 



2000 

1999 


Jan 

Dec 


25-26 

9-12 

Very closely. 

. .34% 

23% 

Somewhat closely 

. .44 

45 

Not too closely. 

..17 

18 

Not at all closely . 

.. .4 

13 

No opinion. 

.. .1 

I 


Which of the following solutions do you 
think would be in the best interests of the 
boy—for him to remain in the United States 
to live with relatives who have requested he 
stay here , or for him to live with his father in 
Cuba, as his father requested? 


2000 1999 

Jan Dec 

25-26 9-12 

Remain in United States .33% 45% 


Live with father in Cuba .......60 45 

Other (vol.)...3 3 

No opinion .. .4 7 


As vow may know, the U.S. government re¬ 
cently decided to send the boy back to Cuba 
to live with his father rather than have him 
remain with relatives in the Untied States. 
From what you know about this case, do you 
approve or disapprove of the decision to 
send the boy to Cuba to live with lus father ’ 



2000 

2000 


Jan 

Jan 


25-26 

7-10 

Approve. 

,. .67% 

56% 

Disapprove ... 

.. .25 

36 

No opinion. 

... .8 

8 


As you max know, hills have been intro¬ 
duced in the House and Senate in Washing¬ 
ton which would grant Elian Gonzalez U S 
citizenship or give him permanent resident 
status. Would you favor or oppose the pas¬ 
sage of such a law by Congress ’ 
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Favor ....37% 

Oppose -54 

No opinion.9 


How concerned are you that if El fan 
Gonzalez is not returned to Cuba, the deci¬ 
sion to keep him in the United Stales will 
worsen U.S. relations with Cuba—very con¬ 
cerned, somewhat concerned, tiot too con¬ 
cerned, or not at all concerned? 

Very concerned .18% 

Somewhat concerned.30 

Not too concerned ..24 

Not at all concerned.25 

No opinion...3 

Analysis: Americans continue to support the U.S. 
policy that Elfan Gonzalez should be relumed to 
Cuba to live with his father, and they agree that 
such actions would be in the best interests of the 
boy. In both instances, higher percentages now 
than in previous polls are taking the “return him 
to Cuba” position. Additionally, a majority of the 
public opposes the passage of the bills recently 
introduced in Congress that would make Elian a 
U.S. citizen or a permanent resident and would 
allow him legally to stay in this country. 

The story of Elian Gonzalez is becoming 
one of the major news events of recent years. 
Almost eight out of ten Americans now say that 
they are following the story at least somewhat 
closely, up 10 percentage points from December, 
when the story first broke. This makes it one of 
the most closely followed of any news event that 


Gallup has measured over the last ten years, just 
behind such stories as the death of John F, 
Kennedy Jr. and the U.S. intervention in Kosovo 

The most recent Gallup Poll, completed 
January 26, includes updates on the public’s reac¬ 
tion to two questions that were first asked in 
December and in January. In both instances, the 
results suggest increasing support on the part of 
the American public for the idea of sending back 
Elian: 60% now say it is in the best interests of the 
boy to return to Cuba to live with his father, up 
from 45% who felt that way in December. And 
67% now approve of the official U.S. government 
decision to send the boy back to Cuba to live with 
his father rather than have him remain with rela¬ 
tives in the United States, up from 56% who ap¬ 
proved of the decision in an early January poll. 

One of the many twists and turns in the story 
has been the recent introduction of legislation in 
the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate 
that would make Elian either a U.S. citizen or 
grant him permanent residency status, thus pro¬ 
viding a legal rationale for his remaining in the 
United States. The public opposes this type of 
legislation by a 54% to 37% margin. 

It has become apparent that there could be a 
further deterioration in the relationship between 
the United Stales and Fidel Castro’s Cuba if Elian 
stays in the United States. Only 18% of Ameri¬ 
cans, however, are very concerned that such a 
negative outcome would occur if Elfan were to 
stay, while another 30% are somewhat con¬ 
cerned. About half of the public, on the other 
hand, are either not too concerned or not at all 
concerned about this possibility. 


JANUARY 28 

REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY TRIAL HEATS 

Interview Dates: 1/25-26/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey UGO 129824 

I’m going to read a list of people who are running in the Republican primary’for president. After 1 
read all the names, please tell me which of those candidates you would be most likely to support for 
the Republican nomination for president this year—Family Research Council chairman Gan' 

Bauer. Texas Governor George W, Bush, businessman Steve Forbes , Arizona Senator John 
McCain, or political commentator Alan Keyes? 
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Registered Republicans 

2000 Jan 25-26. 

2000 Jan 17-19. 

2000 Jan 13-16. 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

1999 Dec 20-21 . 

1999 Dec 9-12. 

1999 Nov 18-21. 

All Republicans 

1999 Nov 18-21. 

1999 Nov 4-7. 

1999 Oct 21-24 . 

1999 Oct 8-10 . 

1999 Sep 10-14. 

1999 Aug 16-18 ... 

1999 Jun 25-27 . 

1999 Jun 4—5 . 

1999 May 23-24 ... 

1999 Apr 30-May 2 ... 
1999 Apr 13-14. 


Bush 

McCain 

Forbes 

. .65% 

15% 

i% 

. .63 

19 

6 

..61 

22 

5 

..63 

18 

5 

. .60 

17 

9 

. .64 

18 

7 

..63 

16 

6 

..63 

16 

6 

..68 

12 

6 

. .68 

11 

8 

. .60 

8 

4 

..62 

5 

5 

. .61 

5 

4 

..59 

5 

6 

..46 

5 

5 

..46 

6 

5 

. .42 

4 

6 

. .53 

5 

6 




None; 
other ; 



no 

Keyes 

Bauer 

opinion 

4% 

2% 

1% 

1 

2 

8 

3 

2 

6 

2 

1 

9 

4 

2 

7 

4 

2 

3 

2 

3 

6 

1 

4 

6 

2 

2 

8 

2 

1 

7 

3 

3 

6 

1 

2 

5 

1 

2 

4 

— 

2 

6 

— 

1 

5 

— 

2 

5 

— 

3 

s 


? 

/ 


Next, I'm going to read a list of people who 
are running in the Democratic primary for 
president. After 1 read all the names, please 
tell me which of those candidates you would 
be most likely to support for the Democratic 
nomination for president this year—Vice 
President Al Gore, or former New Jersey 
Senator Bill Bradley? 


Registered 

Democrats 

Gore 

Bradley 

Other 

(voL); 

no 

opinion 

2000 Jan 25-26 . 

_67% 

21% 

12% 

2000 Jan 17-19 . 

.60 

27 

13 

2000 Jan 13-16 . 

.... 59 

30 

11 

2000 Jan 7-10 , . 

_59 

30 

11 

1999 Dec 20-21 

.52 

38 

10 

1999 Dec 9- 12 . 

.54 

39 

7 

1999 Nov 18-21 

.56 

34 

10 


All Democrats 


1999 Nov 18-21 ... 

. .54 

35 

11 

1999Nov4-7 . ... 

. .58 

33 

9 

1999 Oct 21-24 ... 

. .57 

32 

11 

1999Oct8-10 .... 

. .51 

39 

10 

1999 Sep 10-14 .. . 

, .63 

30 

7 

1999 Aug 16-18 ... 

. .58 

31 

11 

1999 Jun 25-27 ... 

. .64 

2S 

8 

1999 Jun 4—5 .... . 

.63 

28 

9 

1999 May 23-24 ... 

..59 

30 

It 

1999 Apr 30-May 2 . 

. .66 

23 

11 

1999 Apr 13-14 ... 

. .54 

34 

12 


Analysis: Vice President Al Gore has expanded 
his lead over challenger Bill Bradley among 
Democrats nationally, and the gap between 
Republican front-runner George W Bush and 
second-place challenger John McCain among 
Republicans has also increased. Both front¬ 
runners continue to gel over 60% of their respec¬ 
tive party’s vote. Gore now is favored lor the 
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Democratic nomination by 67% of Democrats, up 
7 points from Gallup's previous national poll. 
Gore’s lone challenger, former New Jersey 
Senator Bill Bradley, has seen his share of the 
vote slip to 21%, his lowest since April. Gore has 
led in every poll conducted by Gallup over the 
last nine months; the current 46-point gap is the 
largest Gallup has recorded. 

On the Republican side, the poll shows that 
Texas Governor George W. Bush continues to 
dominate the field. Bush now receives 65% of the 
Republican vote nationally, 50 points ahead ol 
his nearest challenger, Arizona Senator John 
McCain. Although McCain made a tactical deci¬ 
sion not to compete in the Iowa caucuses this past 
Monday, his poor showing there may heip to ex¬ 
plain his drop in the latest Gallup Poll. Publisher 
Steve Forbes, on the other hand, received a re¬ 
spectable 30% of the Iowa Republican vote. 

JANUARY 29 

TIGER WOODS VS. PROMINENT 
PUBLIC FIGURES 


Tiger Woods ...62% 

Incorrect; no opinion .38 


The Speaker of the House of Representatives 
in Washington? 


Dennis Hastert.6% 

Incorrect; no opinion..94 


The star of the recently released movie. 


Hurricane? 

Denzel Washington.38% 

Incorrect; no opinion..62 

The prime minister of Israel? 

Ehud Barak .6% 

Incorrect; no opinion .....94 


The chairman of Microsoft? 

Bill Gates... 

Incorrect; no opinion. 


. .62% 



Interview Dates: 1/25-26/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey 4GO 129824 

Just off the top of your head, would you hap¬ 
pen to know the name of: 

The Vice President of the United States? 


A1 Gore .90% 

Incorrect; no opinion.10 

The Attorney General of the United States? 

Janet Reno. .59% 

Incorrect; no opinion. 31 

The host of "The Tonight Show" on television? 

Jay Leno.. .59% 

Incorrect; no opinion.31 

The governor of Texas? 

George W. Bush . 72 % 

Incorrect; no opinion....28 


The world's top professional golfer who was 
also the leading money winner on the PGA 
professional golf tour last year? 


The richest person in the United States? 

Bill Gates...61% 

Incorrect; no opinion...39 

The host of the television show, “Who Wants 


to Be a Millionaire?’'? 

Regis Philbin ...66% 

Incorrect; no opinion.. .34 


Analysis: In a Gallup Poll conducted on Jan¬ 
uary 25-26, the overwhelming majority of 
Americans (90%) could correctly name A! Gore 
as the Vice President of the United States. This 
number is up significantly from 1997, when 69% 
of the public named him correctly. In this most re¬ 
cent poll, 72% also correctly named George W. 
Bush as the governor of Texas. The host of “Who 
Wants to Be a Millionaire?”, Regis Philbin, re¬ 
ceived 66% recognition from the public, followed 
closely by professional golfer Tiger Woods and 
Microsoft chairman Bill Gates with 62% each. 

Americans from almost every walk of life 
correctly identify A1 Gore. The same cannot be 
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said for George W. Bush, whose name identifica¬ 
tion dropped to 55% among those aged 18-24 
years, compared to 84% of those 65 years old and 
older who name him as the governor of Texas. 
Conversely, Tiger Woods does best among young 
people, as 67% of 18-24 year olds know he is the 
world’s best golfer. 

The winner of this week’s AT&T Pebble 
Beach National Pro-Am, Tiger Woods, stakes a 
claim as one of the most recognized people in the 
United States. In a January 25-26 Gallup Poll, 
62% of the public correctly named Woods when 
asked to identify the world’s top professional 
golfer and last year's top money winner. Ameri¬ 
cans were also asked to name other public figures 
based on their roles or professions. More were 
able to name Woods than the U S. Attorney 
General (59%, Janet Reno), ‘The Tonight Show" 
host (Jay Leno, 59%), and the star of the movie 
Hurricane (Denzel Washinton, 38%). a role lor 
which Washington won the Golden Globe award 
for best actor. 

Not all public figures get top-of-mind recog¬ 
nition from the American public. Dennis Hasten 
was named correctly as the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives by only 6%. Similarly, just 
6% could name Ehud Barak as the prime minister 
of Israel. Bill Gates is known as chairman of the 
Microsoft Corporation, which produces com¬ 
monly used computer software, but he also hap¬ 
pens to be the richest person in the United States. 
Gallup asked about both roles. 

FEBRUARY 1 

PRESIDENTIAL LEADERSHIP 

CHARACTERISTICS AND 

NEW HAMPSHIRE PRIMARY VOTERS 

Interview Dates: 1/29-30/00 
CNN/USA Tbrffly/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 129546 

I’m going to read a list oj characteristics a 
president might have . For each one, please 
tell me, regardless of which candidate )ou 
support, whether you think if applies inort to 
Garv Bauer, George H 7 Bush, Steve l orhc s, 
Alan Keyes, or John McCain: 


Can get things done in 

Washington ? 



2000 

2000 


Jan 

Jan 


29-30 

28-29 

Bauer .. 

X 


Bush .. 

.42 

40 

Forbes. 

.8 

8 

Keyes . 

.3 

3 

McCain. 

.38 

41 

No opinion .. 

.9 

8 


:!: Less than 1% 


Has the best chance of beating the Detno- 


era tic candidate in November? 

2000 

Jan 

29-30 

2000 

Jan 

28-29 

Bauer . 

X 

X 

Bush . .. 

.... .68 

66 

Forbes. 

.4 

5 

Keyes...... 

.1 

1 

McCain. 

.21 

26 

No opinion. 

.6 

6 


*Less tli an I % 


Has a vision for the country 's futur 0 


Rnutir 

2000 

Jan 

29-30 

2000 

Jan 

28-29 

X 

Bush . . . . 

.27 

29 

Pnrhpc 

.14 

14 



.9 

9 

McCain. 

.:.. .39 

37 

No opinion. 

.11 

11 

'•Less than 1 % 

Will keep the 

economy strong J 


2000 

2000 


Jim 

Jan 


29-30 

28-29 

Bauer ....... . 

''fe 


Ruth 

..35 

34 

1/ U t ■ 11 ■ ■ * 1 

Forbes. . ■ 

22 

24 

Keyes . 

. . , , ...... .3 

3 

McCain. 

.29 

29 

No opinion 

.It 

10 


*Less than 1 % 
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Can get things done in Washington? 


Is in touch with the average American? 


Rnuer ., . . 

2000 

Jan 

29-30 

...1% 

2000 

Jan 

2S-29 

2% 

Bush.. 

. .23 

24 

Forbes..- • 

..II 

12 

Keyes... 

. ..9 

10 

McCain. 

. .45 

43 

No opinion... 

. .11 

9 

Is someone you can trust? 


2000 

2000 


Jan 

Jan 


29-30 

2S-29 

Bauer. 

. . A% 

1% 

Bush. 

. .24 

26 

Forbes.. 

. .13 

12 

Keyes. 

..10 

12 

McCain <<***•» ... 

..39 

38 

No opinion. 

..13 

11 

Has the best plan for cutting taxes? 



2000 

2000 


Jan 

Jan 


29-30 

28-29 

Bauer . 

* 

4= 

Bush....... 

..27 

28 

Forbes. 

..33 

34 

Keyes.. 

.. .5 

5 

McCain . ... 

..23 

22 

No opinion... 

*Less than 1 % 

. .12 

ii 


Would do the best job improving morai stan¬ 
dards in this country? 



2000 

2000 


Jan 

Jan 


29-30 

28-29 

Bauer.. 

..3% 

4% 

Bush . 

.21 

21 

Forbes . 

.9 

10 

Keyes ..... . 

.24 

23 

McCain . 

.34 

33 

No opinion. 

. 9 

9 


Next, I 'm going to read a list of characteris¬ 
tics a president might have. For each one, 
please tell me, regardless of which candi¬ 
date you support , whether you think it ap¬ 
plies more to A! (iore, or Bill Bradley: 


Same 
(vol); 
no 



Gore 

Bradley 

opinion 

2000 Jan 29-30 .... 

. .59% 

26% 

15% 

2000 Jan 27-29 _ 

..58 

27 

15 

2000 Jan 26-28 .... 

,.62 

25 

13 

2000 Jan 25-27 .... 

..65 

22 

13 

2000 Jan 20-22 .... 

. .60 

25 

15 

Has the better chance of beating the Repub- 

Heart candidate 

in November? 

Same 

(vol), 

no 


Gore 

Bradley 

opinion 

2000 Jan 29-30_ 

. .74% 

18% 

8% 

2000 Jan 27-29 .... 

..72 

20 

8 

2000 Jan 26-28 _ 

. .76 

18 

6 

2000 Jan 25-27 .... 

..78 

15 

7 

2000 Jan 20-22 .... 

. .66 

26 

8 

Has a vision for the country’s future 

? 

Same 

(vol); 

no 


Gore 

Bradley 

opinion 

2000 Jan 29-30 .... 

..41% 

41% 

18% 

2000 Jan 27-29 .... 

.,41 

41 

18 

2000 Jan 26-28 ... . 

. ..43 

39 

18 

2000 Jan 25-27 .. ,. 

. .46 

35 

19 

2000 Jan 20-22 ..., 

..39 

38 

23 

Will keep the economy strong ? 

Same 

(vol.): 

no 


Gore 

Bradley 

opinion 

2000 Jan 29-30 .. .. 

. .55% 

28% 

17% 

2000 Jan 27-29 ..., 

..54 

28 

18 

2000 Jan 26-28 .... 

. .56 

25 

19 

2000 Jan 25-27 .... 

. .57 

24 

19 

2000 Jan 20-22 .... 

..54 

25 

21 

Is in touch with the average American? 

Same 

(vol); 

no 


Gore 

Bradley 

opinion 

2000 Jan 29-30 .... 

. .34% 

50% 

16% 

2000 Jan 27-29 . .. 

. .33 

51 

16 
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2000 Jan 26-28 , 

ft 

-ft- 

A 

LfJ 

50 

16 

2000 Jan 25-27 . 

.36 

47 

17 

2000 Jan 20-22 . 

34 

a, ■ ■ m * T 

49 

17 

Is someone you can trust 9 






Same 




(vol); 




no 


Gore 

Bradley 

opinion 

2000 Jan 29-30 . 

.33% 

41% 

26% 

2000 Jan 27-29 . 

.... .34 

47 

19 

2000 Jan 26-28 . 

. 36 

43 

21 

2000 Jan 25-27 . 

. 38 

38 

24 

2000 Jan 20-22 . 

. 34 

39 

27 


Analysis: With Vice President A1 Gore and 
Senator John McCain still leading their respective 
rivals through the last day of campaigning in 
New Hampshire, a special statistical analysis of 
the results of the weekend's Gallup tracking poll 
shows that the issue of personal trust is the prin¬ 
cipal consideration of voters in both primaries. At 
the beginning of the week, the two major issues 
among Republicans were taxes and trust, but the 
issue of taxes has given way to the more ephem¬ 
eral one of having a vision for the country's fu¬ 
ture and the very practical consideration of who 
can best keep the economy strong. On the 
Democratic side, trust and health care dominated 
the voters' concerns at the beginning of the week, 
but as the candidates changed their focus, so did 
the voters. Now, along with trust, vision and 
keeping the economy strong have risen to the top 
of the agenda, with health care and education not 
far back. 

While Texas Governor George W. Bush 
leads McCain nationally by more than - (i pci 
centage points, in New Hampshire, Bush and 
McCain are essentially tied among party regulars 
at 36%-37% while McCain enjoys a 30-point 
lead among independents, 53% to 23%. Among 
voters in the Democratic primary, a similar diver¬ 
gence is found— except that independents are 
evenly divided between Bfi Bradley and Gore at 
48%, while party regulars favor Gore by 10 
points, 53% to 43%. 

In both primaries, independents constitute 
about a third of the electorate, but they are very 


different types of independents. In the Repub¬ 
lican primary, independents lend to be conserva¬ 
tive and moderate, with almost no liberals, while 
independents in the Democratic primary tend to 
be mostly moderate and liberal, with few conser¬ 
vatives. Despite speculation that Bradley and 
McCain are competing for the same indepen¬ 
dents, the poll shows that the vast majority of in¬ 
dependents are unwavering in their choice of 
primary in which they intend to vote. Only about 
one in six independents is not sure which primary 
they will choose, while over eight in ten express a 
clear choice. Since independents represent only 
about a third of each primary’s electorate, the wa¬ 
vering independents represent less than 7% ol the 
actual vote in either primary. 

Not only do independents tend to vote differ¬ 
ently from party regulars, but the factors that cor¬ 
relate with their vote preferences are diffeient as 
well. Among Republican Party regulars, the most 
important consideration in their vote is which can¬ 
didate has a better vision for the country's future, 
followed very closely by the question -f trust. 
Another major consideration is who can best keep 
the economy strong Among independents in the 
Republican primary, however, the major concern 
overwhelmingly is trust, with other factors of 
lesser importance. In the Democratic primary, the 
differences between independents and party regu¬ 
lars are not as great. The most important consider¬ 
ation for party regulars in their vote choice is 
whom can they trust more, with additional impor¬ 
tant considerations being who can best handle the 
economy and who has the better vision for the fu¬ 
ture Among independents, trust and the economy 
clearly are at the top of the list, with vision of far 
less importance. 

FEBRUARY 2 
AIRLINE SAFETY 

Interview Dates: 11/4—7/99 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey AGO 907193 

When you Jly, how often, if ever, are you 

frightened— always , most of the time , some 

times, or never? 
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Always, 

Some- 



most of the 

limes, 

No 


tune 

never 

opinion 

1999 Nov 4-7 ..., 

...21% 

78% 

1% 

1999 Jul 13-14 ... 

. ..18 

81 

1 

1994 Dec 14. 

. . .17 

82 

1 

1989 Aug 15-18 .. 

...16 

83 

1 

1987* . 

. ,.18 

82 

** 

1983* .... 

...12 

88 

** 

* Asked of those who had flown in past 

year 

**Less than 1% 




How much confidence do 

you have in the 

following to do all they can to maintain air 

safety—a great deal, a fair amount, not too 

much, or none 

at all: 



Ground maintenance crews? 



1999 

1999 

1987 


Nov 

Jul 

Aug 


4-7 

13-14 

25-27* 

Great deal. 

.. .27% 

24% 

18% 

Fair amount. 

...52 

56 

50 

Not too much .... 

..,15 

14 

19 

None at all....... 

... .4 

4 

5 

No opinion . 

9 

2 

8 


Federal government agencies? 



1999 

1999 

1987 


Nov 

Jul 

Aug 


4-7 

13-14 

25-27* 

Great deal. 

. . .18% 

15% 

13% 

Fair amount. 

.. .50 

49 

39 

Not too much ..,. 

11 
m - i *_ 

25 

28 

None at all....... 

... .7 

8 

12 

No opinion ...... 

..,.3 

3 

8 


Regional and commuter commercial airlines? 



1999 

1999 

1987 


Nov 

Jul 

Aug 


4-7 

13-14 

25-27 * 

Great deal. 

... .19% 

14% 

15% 

Fair amount. 

. .. .53 

58 

46 

Not too much ... 

... .18 

16 

20 

None at all. 


5 

6 

No opinion ..... 

.4 

7 

13 

Cotnmercial 

airline 

companies 

that fly 

across the countiy? 




1999 

1999 

1987 


Nov 

Jul 

Aug 


4-7 

13-14 

25-27* 

Great deal. 

... .29% 

26% 

24% 


Fair amount - 

... .52 

58 

51 

Not too much .. . 

....12 

10 

13 

None at all.. 

5 

* % * * * 

4 

6 

No opinion. 

9 

9 * 1 * 

2 

6 

Commercial airline companies that fly inter 
nationally? 

1999 1999 1987 

Nox> Jul Aug 

4-7 13-14 25-27 

Great deal . . 

. .. .27% 

— 

— 

Fair amount . 

. . . .51 

— 

— 

Not too much ... 

....13 

— 

— 

None at all . 

. 4 

— 


No opinion . 

5 

m * i ■ * 

— 

— 


Air traffic controllers? 



1999 

1999 

1987 


Nov 

Jul 

Aug 


4-7 

13-14 

25-27* 

Great deal. 

. .42% 

37% 

7 9 eg 

Fair amount... 

. .44 

50 

43 

Not too much . 

...9 

8 

99 

None at all. 

.. .3 

3 

7 

No opinion . 

1 

■ + 1 

2 

6 

Pilots? 


1999 

1999 

1987 


Nov 

Jul 

Aug 


4-7 

13-14 

25-27* 

Great deal ........ 

. .53% 

46% 

41% 

Fair amount. 

. .39 

45 

42 

Not too much ..... 

< * 4 5 

5 

10 

None at all, 

.. .2 

2 

3 

No opinion. 

...1 

2 

4 

The companies that manufacture 

com me r- 

cial airplanes? 


1999 

1999 

1987 


Nov 

Jul 

Aug 


4-7 

13-14 

25-27* 

Great deal. 

. .29% 

— 

— 

Fair amount. 

..49 

— 

— 

Not too much . 

..14 

— 

— 

None at all. 

.. .6 

— 

— 

No opinion. 

2 

* 1 fc 


— 


* Asked of those who had flown in past year 

How confident do you feel about the safety 
standards of the major commercial airlines, tn 
general—very confident, somewhat confident, 
not loo confident, or not confident at all? 
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Some- Not at 

Very what Not too alt; no 
confident confident confident opinion 

National Adults 

1999 Nov 4—7_29% 51% 15% 5% 

Ever Flown 

1999 Nov 4-7_33 52 12 3 

1996 May 14 .38 54 5 3 

Analysis: Even before Monday’s Alaska Airlines 
crash in the Pacific Ocean near Los Angeles, 
Gallup Poll findings suggested that Americans 
have mixed feelings about airline safety. While 
eight in ten have at least some confidence in air¬ 
line safety standards, a relatively small number 
(29%) express a great deal of confidence, and 
these levels of confidence have dropped slightly 
since 1996. At the same time, the percentage who 
express a fear of flying has remained fairly stable 
over the past two decades. 

In May 1996, when Gallup asked Americans 
to rate their level of confidence in the safely stan¬ 
dards of the major commercial airlines, 92% were 
either “very confident” or “somewhat confident.” 
That poll was conducted shortly after a ValuJet 
airliner crashed in the Florida Everglades, and ap¬ 
proximately two months before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 ofi the coast of Long Island. Since 
then, there have been at least four other major 
crashes involving commercial airlines in North 
America, including Swissair, American Airlines, 
EgyptAir, and this week’s Alaska Airlines crash. 

Among the 83% of Americans who have 
flown on commercial airlines, fear ot flying ap¬ 
pears to have increased compared to two decades 
ago. A Gallup Poll in 1983 found that only 12% 
of those who had flown within the previous yeai 
were afraid all or most ot the time, compared 
with 21% who expressed that intensity ot fear in 
the November 1999 poll. Correspondingly, the 
percentage who are never fearful while flying tell 
from 67% in 1983 to 47% last year. 

Gallup polling conducted in November ot 
last year determined that the public has the most 
confidence in the safety efforts ot pilots and air 
traffic controllers, and significantly less con¬ 
fidence in the airlines themselves, airplane 
manufacturers, and in particular the federal gov¬ 


ernment. Fifty-three percent had a “great deal” of 
confidence in the pilots to do all they can to 
maintain air safety, compared with 42% who had 
confidence in air traffic controllers. Other dimen¬ 
sions of the industry did not fare so well, 29% 
had a great deal of confidence in airline manufac¬ 
turers and the major commercial airlines, and 
27% in airline ground maintenance crews. Fewer 
than one in five had a great deai of confidence in 
regional airlines and smaller commuter carriers 
(19%). The lowest level of confidence was ex¬ 
pressed in federal agencies (18%). 

FEBRUARY 3 

PERSONAL CHARACTER AND THE ISSUES 
IN THE NEW HAMPSHIRE PRIMARY 

Interview Dates: 1/20-31/00 
CNN /USA TWay/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 129546 

Analysis: Arizona Senator John McCain, the big 
winner in Tuesday’s New Hampshire primary, 
was clearly helped by Republican primary voters 
who perceived his honesty, character . ision, and 
relationship to the common man. Republican vot¬ 
ers in the Granite State were wed aware that 
McCain’s principal opponent. Texas Governor 
George W. Bush, was the national front-runner, 
and they granted Bush the besl chance of beating 
the Democrat in November. New Hampshire 
Republican voters also agreed that Bush had at 
least as good a chance as McCain to keep the 
economy strong, but it appears that other, more 
intangible issues, on which McCain excelled in 

■he-- 

the eyes of New Hampshire voters, were what 
propelled him to victory. 

Gallup polled more than 2,000 New 
Hampshire likely voters in the twelve days lead¬ 
ing up to the primary on Tuesday. A little more 
than a week before the vote, on January 21-23. 
New Hampshire residents who said they would 
be voting in the Republican primary were asked 
to explain in their own words why they were 
voting for their candidate of choice. Forty-one 
percent of McCain voters justified their choice by 
mentioning some aspect of McCain’s honesty, 
trustworthiness, morals, ethics, or character, and 
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another 12% mentioned his military background. 
Despite l lie emphasis on the issues in much of the 
debate in New Hampshire, a much smaller per¬ 
centage of McCain voters mentioned agreement 
with his stance on the issues. 

The portrait derived from an analysis of the 
responses to the same question given by George W. 
Bush’s supporters is more mixed. Only 26% of 
Bush's supporters in the same poll mentioned 
honesty, trustworthiness, morals, ethics, or char¬ 
acter as their reason for voting for him. The 
Texas governor's voters were more likely to dis¬ 
cuss their candidate in terms of his tax plan and 
his experience, along with their agreement with 
him on the issues. 

There are additional data that help us to un¬ 
derstand New Hampshire voters’ high levels of 
support for McCain. Over the last weekend be¬ 
fore the primary, Republican voters were asked to 
name the candidate who they thought best fit 
each of a series of descriptions. McCain did par¬ 
ticularly well on being “in touch” with the aver¬ 
age American, “having a vision for America’s 
future,” and as “someone you can trust.” These 
dimensions, as an analysis of the data shows, are 
all-important predictors of the voters’ choice. 

As noted, there apparently was little ques¬ 
tion in New Hampshire voters' minds about 
Bush’s front-runner status; lie received 68% of 
the choices on “has the best chance of beating the 
Democratic candidate in November.” Bush also 
did relatively well when compared to McCain in 
terms of the voters’ perception that he “can get 
things done in Washington” and “keep the econ¬ 
omy strong," 7 hese are more traditional dimen¬ 
sions, and it appears that the Republican voters in 
New Hampshire, while conceding them to Bush, 
were more interested in the personal qualities that 
they ascribed to McCain. In fact, when asked to 
make a choice, 51% of Republican voters in New 
Hampshire chose a candidate’s vision and leader¬ 
ship skills as being more important in their presi¬ 
dential choice than his stands on issues, while 
31 % chose the latter alternative—a 20-point dif¬ 
ference. This can be contrasted to Democratic 
primary voters in New Hampshire, who opted for 
the leadership and vision alternative by 44% to 
37%—only a 7-point difference. 


The situation on the Democratic side in New 
Hampshire was somewhat different. A special 
statistical analysis shows that the most important 
factor influencing the voters’ presidential choice 
was trust in the candidates, an issue that favored 
Bill Bradley. But the poll also shows that two 
other issues that favored Gore—the economy and 
education—may have more than offset Bradley’s 
advantage on trust. When asked to indicate which 
candidate was more trustworthy, 41% of New 
Hampshire Democratic voters chose Bradley find 
33% chose Gore, But when asked who would be 
better able to keep the economy strong, 55% of 
the voters said Gore, while just 28% said 
Bradley. Gore also enjoyed an advantage on edu¬ 
cation, with 50% of the voters saying he would 
do the better job of dealing with that issue, com¬ 
pared with 37% for Bradley. 

The analysis of Democratic voters in New 
Hampshire also showed that two other issues 
were important influences on voters' 
preferences—the perception of which candidate 
had a better vision for the country’s future, and 
who could best deal with health care. The ex¬ 
tended debates between Gore and Bradley over 
their respective health care proposals left Demo¬ 
cratic voters evenly divided on the issue, with 
45% favoring Bradley’s approach and 43% 
Gore’s approach. Similarly, the candidates tied 
on H ie vision issue, with 41% of Democratic vot¬ 
ers favoring each candidate. 

The question now hangs over both the 
Republican and Democratic 2000 primary races; 
Can the challenger candidacies of Bradley and 
McCain use their showings in New Hampshire to 
build national support and primary victories in 
other states over the next month? For the 
Republicans, McCain’s hopes to derail Bush 
focus on the single primaries of this month—in 
Delaware, Arizona, and Michigan—and then on 
the big state primaries in March. For Democrats, 
there is a hiatus now until March, at which point 
Bradley will have to do well to have a chance of 
besting Vice President Gore for the nomination. 
In the last national surveys before the New 
Hampshire primary, both Bush and Gore enjoyed 
the support of 60+% of the members of their par¬ 
ties nationwide. If McCain and Bradley are going 
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to have realistic chances of winning the March 
primaries in the big states, then national surveys 
taken over the next several weeks will need to re¬ 
flect significant gains in their levels of national 

support. 

Such changes are not out of the question 
based on historical patterns. We know from pre¬ 
vious years that an upset win in New Hampshire, 
such as McCain’s, has the potential to increase a 
candidate's standings nationally. The most re¬ 
cent example comes from 1996, when Pat 
Buchanan eked out a narrow victory in the New 
Hampshire Republican primary over Bob Dole, 
the party’s national front-runner and eventual 
nominee. Prior to the New Hampshire primary, 
Buchanan had been favored by only 7% of 
Republicans nationwide, near the bottom of the 
pack of seven candidates. Within a week after 
beating Dole by 1 point in the New Hampshire 
primary, Buchanan surged to second place be¬ 
hind Dole and was supported nationally by 27% 
of Republicans. At the same time, his favorable 
image within the Republican Party also jumped 
from 33% to 60%. 

Not only did the New Hampshire election 
rescue Pat Buchanan from single-digit obscu¬ 
rity, but according to comparisons with earlier 
Gallup Polls that year, it altered the national im¬ 
ages of most of the leading candidates in the 
race. Buchanan’s win, Lamar Alexander’s 
strong third place showing, and heavy criticism 
of Steve Forbes’s negative New Hampshire ad¬ 
vertising against Dole all seemed to reverberate 
in various ways among the national electorate. 
However—and this may be the key point—all of 
these changes after New Hampshire in 1996 
proved to be short-lived. By the time of 
Gallup’s next national poll in early March 1996, 
support for Buchanan had fallen back to 13%, 
the New Hampshire primary had been eclipsed 
by major Dole victories in other states, and Dole 
had secured his position as the presumptive 
nominee. 

The initial assumption is that the chance this 
year for McCain to build on his New Hampshire 
victory would seem to be higher than toi 
Buchanan’s in 1996, Prior to New Hampshire, 
McCain had already emerged as the No. 2 candi¬ 


date in the Republican field, albeit far behind 
Bush. In addition. McCain's image among 
Republicans was already highly positive prior to 
his spectacular showing on Tuesday; 65% had a 
iavorabie view of the Arizona senator, and only 
13% had an unfavorable view. Thus, McCain's 
victory in New Hampshire—an 18-point margin 
over Bush—could make it easier for McCain to 
attract new voters. 

The situation for Democratic challenger Bill 
Bradley may be harder. While he may have ex¬ 
ceeded some expectations in New Hampshire by 
coming relatively close to front-runner A1 Gore, 
he did not win, And, while support for John 
McCain has been growing to some degree nation¬ 
ally, Bradley’s support among Democrats has 
dwindled over the past month from a high of 39% 
in December to 21% in late January. Still, like 
McCain, Bradley enjoys a positive image in his 
party, with 63% viewing him favorably and only 
13 % unfavorably. The first test will be whether 
either Bradley or McCain gets an immediate 
“bounce” in public support for their candidacies 
in upcoming national polls. Then it remains to be 
seen whether they can repeat, or in Bradley’s 
case improve on, their strong showings m subse¬ 
quent early primaries. 

From a broader perspective, an analysis of 
Gallup Polls over the past fifty years offers little 
precedent for candidates successfully derailing 
front-runners who enjoy support levels within 
their party at this point as high as those of Gore 
and Bush. Prior to the February l New Hamp¬ 
shire primary, the Gallup Poll found Bush leading 
McCain 65% to 15% among Republicans nation¬ 
ally, with all other candidates in single digits. 
Similarly, Gore was beating Bradley among 
Democrats nationally by a 67% to 21% margin. 
Since Gallup began measuring primary contests 
earlier in the century, there has not been a situa¬ 
tion m which a strong Republican front-runner at 
the beginning of the election year did not go on to 
win his party’s nomination. On the Democratic 
side, only South Dakota’s Senator George 
McGovern in 1972 was able to come from behind 
to win his party’s nomination, emerging from 
single digits in March of that year to eventual!) 
overtake the front-runner, Edmund Muskic. 
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FEBRUARY 4 
CORPORATE MERGERS 

Interview Dates; i/25-26/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 129824 

Thinking now about mergers between large 
corporations, that is, when two large com¬ 
panies join together and become one very 
large company, which comes closer to your 
view—the government should generally 
allow mergers like these to happen, or the 
government should do more to stop mergers 
tike these? 



Should 

Do more 

No 


allow 

to stop 

opinion 

2000 Jan 25-26 . 

.46% 

43% 

n% 

1998 Dec 4-6 .. 

.37 

55 

8 

1998 Apr 17-19 

.40 

51 

9 


Still thinking about corporate mergers, when 
two large companies merge and create one 
very large company, do you think the result 
is usually good for consumers, or bad for 
consumers? 





Mixed; 




no 


Good 

Bad 

opinion 

2000 Jan 25-26 .... 

. .41% 

45% 

14 % 

1998 Dec 4-6. 

..3 1 

54 

15 

1998 Apr 17-19 ... 

. .30 

58 

12 


Do you think the result is usually good for 
the economy, or bad for the economy? 

Good .. 49 % 


Mixed; no opinion. 


Do you think the result is usually good for the 
workers at the companies involved, or bad 
foi the workers at the companies involved? 


Good . 





Mixed; no opinion . 





Do you think the result is usually good for 
you personally, or bad for you personally? 


Good ..38% 

Bad.*. 39 

Mixed; no opinion.. .23 


As you may know, two companies—America 
Online, or AOL, and Time Warner—recentlv 
announced their plans to merge into one 
company . Do you think the merger between 
AOL and Time Warner is a good thing, or a 
bad thing? 


Good . 46 % 

Bad... 34 

Mixed; no opinion... .20 


Analysis: The recently announced mergers of in¬ 
dustry leaders such as Time Warner and AOL, 
and Warner-Lambert and Pfizer, have again fo¬ 
cused attention on the impact of such consolida¬ 
tion of power within large industry sectors. Not 
everyone is happy with the trend; concern over 
the possible injurious effects of mergers surfaced 
Wednesday as the Federal Trade Commission an¬ 
nounced its decision to oppose BP Amoco’s pro¬ 
posed $27-bi!lton takeover of ARCO because of 
tears that the deal would lead to higher prices for 
oil on the West Coast. A recent Gallup Poll 
shows that many Americans are also skeptical 
about the benefits of mergers between large cor¬ 
porations, with about half saying they should be 
allowed and the other half saying the government 
should do more to stop them. They are also about 
evenly divided on the issue of whether or not 
such mergers are good or bad for consumers, as 
well as good or bad for themselves personally 
The issue is complex; Americans agree that 
mergers of large corporations are bad for their 
workers, while at the same time indicating that 
the mergers may be good for the economy. As for 
the recently announced merger of AOL and Time 
Warner, the public tends to be more positive than 
negative. 


42 


THE GALLUP POLL 


Gallup first asked Americans about the 
mergers of large corporations in April 1998, when 
40% said such mergers should be allowed, while 
51% said the government should do more to stop 
them. In December of that year, another Gallup 
Poll revealed the same pattern of responses. In the 
January poll just recently completed. Americans 
have become somewhat more positive, dividing 
equally between those who would allow the mere- 
ers (46%) and those who advocate government 
action to prevent them (43%). 

Respondents also express almost evenly di¬ 
vided views about mergers’ effects on consumers 
and themselves personally, with 41% saying 
mergers would be good for consumers and 45 % 
saying bad, while 38% say they would be good 
for themselves personally and 39% say bad. But a 
clear majority (55%) say such mergers are bad 
for the workers of the companies involved, while 
just 31% say the mergers are good for those 
workers. Despite this negative assessment of the 
impact of mergers at the individual worker level, 
Americans tend to believe that such mergers are 
good for the economy overall, with 49% taking 
that view, compared with 35% who say they may 
be bad. 

The recent merger of AOL and Time 

w 

Warner created enormous publicity, in part, per¬ 
haps, because it involved the combination of a 
venerable old-line media company and a youthful 
Internet start-up. Americans view this particular 
merger more favorably than negatively, with 46% 
of respondents saying the merger is a good thing, 
while 34% say it is bad. These figures suggest the 
public is primarily evaluating the AOL-Time 
Warner merger for its effects on the economy, 
rather than its effects on consumers or the work¬ 
ers involved. 

The public’s views about mergers are highly 
related to people’s levels of income, with a ma¬ 
jority of lower-income Americans saying the 
government should do more to stop mergers and 
a majority of higher-income Americans saying 
the government should allow them to happen. 
Those earning over S50.000 per year favor merg¬ 
ers by a margin of 55% to 37%, while those earn¬ 
ing less than $50,000 per year oppose mergers by 
a nearly identical margin of 54% to 37% 


FEBRUARY 7 
WORKING WOMEN AND 
GENDER DISCRIMINATION 

Interview Dates; 1/25-26/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey (fGO 129824 

As you may know, President Clinton has 
proposed that Congress allocate $27 million 
to increase enforcement of equal pay laws 
relating to women in the workplace. Do you 
favor or oppose this proposal? 


Favor ....... . 79 % 

Oppose...18 

No opinion.....3 


Which of the following best describes your 
current situation—employed full time, em¬ 
ployed part time, retired, a homemaker, a 
student, unemployed but looking for u ork. 


Employed full time ... 

’ fen 
. .65% 

Women 

45% 

Employed part time. 

.. .5 

12 

Retired. 

. .19 

20 

Home m;iker.... 

.. .0 

15 

Student. ......... 

.. .5 

4 

Unemployed, looking for work 

* . -3 

1 

Unemployed, not looking 
for work .. 

.. .i 

2 

Disabled (vol.). 

0 


No answer . 


* 


*Less than 1 % 

Asked of women employed full lime: Do you 
personally feel that because you ore a 
woman, you get pend less than a man would 
m your same job, or is this not the case ? 

Yes. get paid less... .30% 

No, not the case.70 

Asked of men employed full lime Prom what 
vou know or just your impression, do women 


TWO THOUSAND 


43 

































at your workplace get paid less than men 
who do the same job. or is this not the case 7 


Yes, get paid less ..13% 

No, not the case.78 

No opinion. 9 


Analysis: A new Gallup Poll rinds that working 
women in the United States, by a margin of 30% 
to 70%, believe they are paid less than they 
would be it they were men. On the other hand, 
working men are even less likely to perceive that 
women are victims of gender discrimination in 
their pay, with just 13% saying that women at 
their workplace get paid less than men who per¬ 
form tiie same job. 

‘ Pay equity,” a longtime goal of the feminist 
movement, resui faced in the news two weeks a go 
when President Clinton proposed increased federal 
funding for programs aimed at closing the wage 
gap between working men and women. Clinton 
touted statistics showing that the average salary for 
iull-time working women is only 75 cents on the 
dollar of what full-time working men eam. 

The Gallup survey, conducted on Jan¬ 
uary' 25-26, asked respondents about their employ¬ 
ment status. Roughly two-thirds of men and just 
under half of women indicated they are employed 
full time. Among these groups, only slight differ¬ 
ences in attitudes about women’s pay were found 
with age. educational status, income, and other 
factors. The largest difference among full-time 
employed women is seen by education. Those with 
a college degree are less likely to feel discrimi¬ 
nated against in job pay than are women with less 
formal education, by a 22 % to 35 % margin. 

Critics of President Clinton’s initiative say 
that the “75 cents” indicator is misleading, and 
they cite other statistics showing that men and 
women of equal educational and work experience 
are actually virtually equal when it comes to pay. 
Nevertheless, Gallup finds the American people 
widely supportive of Clinton’s proposal to spend 
$27 million on additional pay equity efforts. 
Seventy-nine percent favor the proposed spend¬ 
ing, including 70% of men and 86 % of women, 
while just 1 S% are opposed to the plan. 


FEBRUARY 8 

PRESIDENTIAL FRONT-RUNNERS 

Interview Dates; 2/4-6/00 
CNN/USA 7bday/Gollup Poll 
Survey //GO 129917 

Please tell me which of these candidates you 
would he most likely to support for the 
Republican nomination for president this 
year—George XV. Bush , John McCain, Steve 
Forbes, or Alan Keyes? 


Registered 

Republicans 

Bush 

McCain 

Forbes 

Keyes * 

2000 Feb 4-6 .. 

. . ,56% 

34% 

2 % 

3% 

2000 Jan 25-26 

.. .65 

15 

7 

4 


:i: “None; other (vol.); no opinion” is omitted. 

Has your opinion of Al Gore , Bill Bradley . 
George XV. Bush, or John McCain over the 
last several weeks become more favorable, 
less favorable, or not changed? 



More 

Less 

Not 

changed; 


favor- 

favor- 

no 


able 

able 

opinion 

Gore .. 

. 19% 

18% 

63% 

Bradley 

. 21 

13 

66 

Bush .. 

.15 

25 

60 

McCain 

.33 

7 

60 


Analysis: Arizona Senator John McCain has 
moved from 15% to 34% of the vote of Repub¬ 
licans nationwide as their first choice for the 
Republican nomination for president, although he 
still trails front-runner George W. Bush by 22 
points. McCain’s gain, based on a comparison of 
a Gallup Poll finished this past weekend and a 
poll completed just before the New Hampshire 
primary, suggests that the Republican race has es¬ 
sentially turned into a two-man contest, much like 
the Gore-Bradley race on the Democratic side. 
The percentage of the total Republican vote going 
to a candidate other than Bush or McCain, once as 
high as 30%, has now dwindled to only 5 %. 
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The impact of the New Hampshire vote, and 
the subsequent publicity given to McCain by the 
media, has been to lower Bush’s vote total from 
65% of registered Republicans nationwide to 
56%. while McCain jumped by 19 percentage 
points from 15% in the late January survey to 
34% now. The current 22-point gap between 
Bush and McCain, while still substantial, repre¬ 
sents the narrowest the GOP race has been since 
late April and early May of last year, when Bush 
led Elizabeth Dole by a 42% to 24% margin. At 
one point in early January of this year, McCain’s 
support rose to 22 % oi the vote, hut it had actu¬ 
ally fallen back slightly in the weeks leading up 
to the New Hampshire primary, and was at only 
15% in the January 25-26 poll. 

McCain’s rise to his current slrons second- 

W 

place position among Republicans nationwide is 
even more impressive in light of an analysis of 
historical trends in the Republican vote. McCain 
was receiving as little as 4% of the GOP vote in a 
late April/early May Gallup Poll, at which time 
he was behind five other Republican candidates 
(Bush, Dole, Dan Quayle, Steve Forties, and Pat 
Buchanan). The 2% of the national vote now gen¬ 
erated by millionaire publisher Steve Forbes is 
his lowest in any Gallup poll this year, and he is 
now essentially tied with Alan Keyes, who gets 
3%. Forbes’s high point was 9%, achieved in a 
mid-December poll. 

There is additional evidence in the weekend 
poll of McCain's upward movement in the per¬ 
ception of the public across the country. His name 
recognition has increased to the point where only 
21 % of Americans say they don't know enough 
about him to be able to rate him either favorably 
or unfavorably. At one time about a year ago, in 
February 1999, more than 60% couldn’t rale him. 
and as late as a pre-New Hampshire January poll, 
32% still claimed that they didn't know enough 
about him to have an opinion, McCain's current 
favorable rating of 67% is the highest of any ot 
the presidential candidates still active in the race. 
McCain’s Republican opponent, George W. Bush, 
has a favorable rating of 63%. This number is 
slightly lower than Bush received before : he New 
Hampshire primary; the Texan was favorably 
rated by 66 % in the late January poll and by 


roughly seven out of ten in polls in the fall. 
Perhaps most tellingly, when asked directly to say 
whether their opinion of the four major candidates 
had become more lavorable or less favorable over 
the “last several weeks,” the public gives McCain 
the highest net positive momentum. 

There has also been a significant upward 
trend in terms of McCain's positioning against 
Democratic front-runner Al Gore. Among likely 
voters nationwide, McCain now beats Gore by a 
22-point margin, 58% to 36%. up from a 10-point 
margin in mid-January, and a 13-poim margin in 
early January. Bush's position against Gore, on 
the other hand, has been static. Bush beats Gore 
by a 9-point margin now (53% to 44%), which, 
although significantly lower than McCain’s, is 
little changed from Bush's margin over Gore in 
Gallup’s pre-election survey completed on 
January 17-19. 


FEBRUARY 9 

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

Interview Dates; 2/4-6/00 
CNN /USA 7Wm/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 129917 

Do you approve or disapprove of the way 
Hillary Rodham Clinton is handling her job 


as First Lady? 





Approve 

Disapprove 

No 

opinion 

2000Feb 4-6 .... 

. .65% 

30% 

5% 

1999 Nov 18-21 .. 

., .66 

30 

4 

1999 May 23-24 .. 

. ,.71 

23 

6 

1999 Feb 19-21 .. 

.. .80 

17 

3 

1997 Oct 27-29 .. 

..,62 

31 

7 

1997 Jan 10-13 . 

...62 

34 

4 

[995 Jan 16-18 ... 

., .54 

40 

6 

1994 Apr 22-24 

.. .56 

37 

7 

1994 Mar 7-8 - 

.. .58 

39 

3 

1993 Jan 29-31 . . . 

. ..67 

16 

17 

Do v on think Hillary Clinton s influence has 

been generally positive 

or general!} 

tttga* 


tive on the Clinton administration ' 
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Mixed 
(void; 
no 



Positive 

Negative 

opinion 

2000 Feb 4-6 . ., 

.69% 

25% 

6% 

1999 Feb 19-21 , 

.80 

16 

4 

1996 Aug 23-25 

.47 

47 

6 

1996 Jan 12-15 

.40 

54 

6 

1994 Sep 16-18 . 

.52 

38 

10 

1994 Mar 7-S ,. 

.65 

32 

3 


As you may know, Hillary Clinton is running 
for the Senate in New York this year. Even 
though you may not live in New York State, 
I’d like your opinion. Supposing you lived in 
New York State—would you vote for Hillary 
Rodham Clinton for senator, or not? 


No 



Yes 

No 

opinion 

2000 Feb 4-6 . 

. ,46% 

49% 

5% 

1999 Aug 3 -~1. 

. .39 

54 

7 

1999 Jun 25-27 ... 

..45 

52 

3 

1999 Apr 30-May 2 . 

,.47 

49 

4 

1999 Feb 8-9 . 

.. .45 

51 

4 


Analysis: American adults, in general, have a fa¬ 
vorable image of Hillary Rodham Clinton, ap¬ 
prove of the job she is doing as First Lady, and 
think her influence on the Clinton administration 
has been mostly positive. But when asked if they 
would vote for her as the U.S. senator from New 
York, the answer is “No,” by a small margin. A 
Gallup Poll conducted February 4-6, the same 
weekend that Mrs. Clinton formally announced 
her bid for the New York Senate seat being va¬ 
cated by Daniel Patrick Moymhan, finds Ameri¬ 
cans closely divided in their reaction to her 
candidacy. Forty-six percent say they would vote 
for her if they could, but slightly more (49 9c) say 
they would not vote for her. 

When Mrs. Clinton launched her potential 
candidacy last year, some questions were raised 
about its appropriateness for a “sitting” First 
Lady. The demands on her time were highlighted 
last month when she moved into the Clintons* 
new home in Chappaqua, New York, in order to 
campaign full time. However, the new poll shows 


Americans remain generally satisfied with her 
performance as First Lady. Nearly two in three 
(65%) approve of the way she is handling her job 
as First Lady, while only 30% disapprove 
Similarly, 69% think her influence on the Clinton 
administration has been generally positive. 

Interestingly, Americans are not as positive 
about Mrs. Clinton personally as they are about 
her as First Lady. Just 55% have a favorable view 
of her, while 39% give an unfavorable response. 
Her personal ratings lag behind the assessments 
of her as First Lady mostly because of the nega¬ 
tive feelings of Republicans, Only 21% of Re¬ 
publicans say their image of Hillary Clinton is 
favorable, while 72% say it is unfavorable. In 
contrast, closer to lour in ten Republicans laud 
her as First Lady, and nearly half think she has 
been a positive influence on the administration 

Republicans do not support her candidacy in 
New York, with only 18% saying they would vote 
for her Democrats, in contrast, are widely support¬ 
ive, with 73% willing to back her. Unaffiliated 
voters, however, are closely divided, with 45% 
supportive and 48% opposed to her candidacy. 


FEBRUARY 9 
BUSH VS. McCAIN 

Interview Dates: 2/4-6/00 
CNN/USA TodayIGziiup Poll 
Survey #GO 129917 

Thinking about the following characteristics 
and qualities, please say whether you think 
each one applies or doesn 7 apply to George H". 
Bush or John McCain: 



Applies to 

Applies to 

Bush 

advan- 


Bush 

McCain 

tage 

Has the best chance 
of beating the 
Democratic 
candidate in 
November. 

.. .57% 

39% 

+18 

Is too cocky in his 
attitude. 

.. .45 

23 

+22 
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Is worthy of the 
office of president .. .62 
Is too much of a 
Washington 

insider .34 

Has new ideas.. .52 

Is a strong and 

decisive leader.62 

Is independent in his 
thoughts and 

actions . 54 

Is a reformer.42 

Will keep the 
economy strong ... .61 


59 +3 

27 +7 

62 -10 

62 0 


64 -10 

50 - 8 

54 +7 


Analysis: According to the latest Gallup Poll, 
George W. Bush continues to lead John McCain 
by a substantial margin, although his lead has 
been cut in half since McCain’s stunning victory 
in the New Hampshire primary' last week Based 
on polling conducted February 4-6, Bush receives 
support from 56% of Republicans nationally; 
McCain, 34%; Alan Keyes, 3%; and Steve 
Forbes, 2%. Bush’s 22-point lead over McCain 
appears to be related to the Republicans' view that 
Bush would be tire stronger candidate against the 
Democratic candidate in November. It is ironic 
that this is the greatest perceived strength of Bush, 
because the same poll shows that McCain tares 
much better than Bush in a hypothetical presiden¬ 
tial contest against either Al Gore or Bill Bradley 

In the Republican race. McCain is helped by 
the perception that Bush is “too cocky in his atti¬ 
tude,” as well as the view that McCain has "new 
ideas.” Oddly, it is Bush who is hurl by ihc view 
that he is “too much of a Washington insider, 
given the fact that McCain is the U.S senator 
who works in Washington while Bush is the gov¬ 
ernor of Texas. The perception of Bush as the 
Washington insider may well come lrom ihc 
widespread endorsements that he has received 
from most of the major Republican leaders, a 1 ' 
well as McCain's efforts to present himself as the 
parly outsider who is fighting special interests. 

A special statistical analysis of the charac¬ 
teristics and voter preference shows that the most 
important of the nine items above is the percep¬ 


tion of which candidate has the better chance of 
winning in November. Bush has an 18-point ad¬ 
vantage on that item, and, more than any other, it 
suggests how the respondent will vote. The sec¬ 
ond most important item is the perception of each 
candidate as "cocky.” While McCain has a 22- 
point advantage there (with relatively few seeing 
him as cocky), it is not as important an influence 
on voters’ preferences as is the “winner” percep¬ 
tion, and thus does not offset the advantage that 
Bush enjoys by being perceived as more likely to 
beat the Democratic candidate in November. The 
statistical analysis shows that the importance of 
the "cocky” item tn predicting the vote choice is 
only 60% as strong as the “winner" item. 

The most important factor predicting Repub¬ 
licans' preference for Bush over McCain is the 
opinion that Bush has a better chance of beating 
the Democratic candidate in the November elec¬ 
tion. But the current Gallup Poll suggests the per¬ 
ception may be erroneous—al least if the election 
were held “today " According to the poll, in a hy¬ 
pothetical race between Bush and Gore among all 
likely voters nationally, die lexas governor leads 
the vice president by a 9-noint margin. 53% to 
44%. McCain, by contrast, ieads Gore among the 
same group of likely voters by a 22-point margin, 
58% to 36%. McCain also fares much better than 
Bush against Bradley. Bush beats Bradley by 14 
points, 55% to 41%. while McCain wins by 23 
points, 58% to 35%. 


FEBRUARY 10 
STEVE FORBES 

Interview Dates. 2/4— 6/UO 
CNN/U5A 7 brfflv/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 1299)7 

Analysis: Steve Forbes, officially announcing his 
departure from the race for the presidency Thurs¬ 
day. spent a fortune of his own money on a cam¬ 
paign that never caught on with the American 
public. The high point for Forbes among regis¬ 
tered Republicans nationwide was 9% of the vote 
for the Republican nomination, in mid- 
December Ev en that slim level of support began 
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lo slip in recent weeks, and in Gallup’s most re¬ 
cent poll, conducted February 4-6, he received 
only 2% of the Republican vole. Forbes was far 
behind the two front-runners, George W. Bush 
with 56% and John McCain with 34%, and 1 
point behind the other remaining candidate, for¬ 
mer ambassador Alan Keyes, who had received 
3%, 

The public’s image of Forbes also became 
less favorable as the months of the campaign 
went by. A year ago, in February 1999, 49% of 
the public had a favorable image of the million¬ 
aire publisher, with only 13% evincing an unfa¬ 
vorable image In the most recent Gallup Poll, his 
favorable rating had slipped to 37%, and his un¬ 
favorable number was almost as high, at 33% 

FEBRUARY 11 
“PEANUTS” COMIC STRIP 

Interview Dates: 2/4-6/00 
Cm/USA Twfay/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 129917 

How often do you read the comic strips in a 
local newspaper—every day, several ti/nes a 
week, a few times a month, less often than 
that, or never? 


Every day... .16% 

Several times a week.13 

Few times a month.20 

Less than that.23 

Never ....28 

No opinion.* 

*Less than 1 % 


Are you a fan of the comic strip "Peanuts"? 


Yes ....63% 

No .36 

No opinion ....... 1 


Asked of fans of "Peanuts": Who is your fa¬ 
vorite "Peanuts” character? 


Snoopy ,... .31 % 

Charlie Brown .. 26 

Linus . 13 


Pig Pen. .3 

Woodstock.2 

Peppermint Patty ..1 

Schroeder. ! 

Franklin. - 

Marcie. - 

Sally ..... 

ReRun .....-.- - - 


Other .3 

None; no favorite; no opinion ............12 

Analysis: Charles Schulz, creator of the comic 
strip “Peanuts,” officially announced his retire¬ 
ment on January' 4 of this year. His final Sunday 
strip appears in newspapers this Sunday, February 
13. “Peanuts” has appeared in over 2,300 newspa¬ 
pers worldwide, has appeared in over 1,400 pub¬ 
lished books, and has generated television 
specials, animated films, and the Broadway pro¬ 
duction, You 're a Good Man, Charlie Brown. It is 
no wonder, then, that the American public will 
miss the familiar “Peanuts” characters. A recent 
Gallup Poll shows that 63% say they are fans of 
the widely syndicated comic strip. The appeal of 
“Peanuts” is widespread as both young people and 
old people say they are fans. 

In the February 4—6 poll, Gallup also asked 
fans of the comic strip to name their favorite 
“Peanuts” characters. The lovable beagle Snoopy 
tops the list, with 31%. Charlie Brown, the strip's 
lead character, follows Snoopy with 26%>. Linus, 
who is best known for toting a blue security blan¬ 
ket, is the favorite of 13% of fans, while another 
8% name Lucy, followed by Pig Pen with 3%. 

The poll shows that older people are the 
most likely to be comic strip readers. Forty-seven 
percent of Americans aged 65 years and older 
claim to read newspaper comic strips daily or 
several times a week. This number drops to just 
23% of those between the ages of 18-29. 

FEBRUARY 14 
VALENTINE’S DAY 

Interview Dates: 2/4-6/00 
CNN/C/S/1 7Way/GalIup Poll 
Survey #GO 129917 


48 


THE GALLUP POLL 


Do you believe in love at first sight, or not? 


Yes.52% 

No .47 

No opinion.1 


Have you ever fallen in love at first sight, or 
not? 


Yes. 

bio ...... 

No opinion 


_40% 

.59 

.1 


No 


2000 Feb 4—6* 

Gore 

. .65% 

Bradley 

24% 

opinion 

11% 

2000 Jan 25-26 ... . 

. .67 

21 

12 

2000Jan 17-19 .... 

. .60 

27 

13 

2000 Jan 13-16 .... 

. 59 

30 

11 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

. 59 

30 

11 

1999 Dec 20-21 ... 

..52 

38 

10 

1999 Dec 9-12_ 

..54 

39 

7 

1999 Nov 18-21 ... 

. .56 

34 

10 


*Asked of registered Democrats 

c 


Do you believe in the "one true love," or 
not? 


Democrats Ascribing Each Characteristic to 
Gore and to Bradley 


Yes. .. . .749r 

Is independent in his thoughts 

Gore 

Bradley 

No *,i».»♦*#»**•*»**»'■*■■ • * • ***** *—4 

and actions 

58% 

61 % 

No opinion.2 

Is a reformer 

Is worthy of the office of 

49 

47 

Analysis: On Valentine’s Day 2000, a new 

president 

81 

65 

Gallup Poll finds that while Americans tend to 

Is too cocky in his attituue 

20 

yy 

believe there is such a thing as “one true love.” 
only half believe that love can be found “at first 

Willi keep Lhe economy strong 

Is too much of a Washington 

SI 

59 

sight.” Overall, 52% believe in “love at first 
sight," with 55% of men believing in it. com- 

insider 

Has the best chance of beating 

49 

23 

pared to 49% of women. 

the Republican candidate 

69 

30 

Nearly three out of four believe that there is 

Has new ideas 

66 

61 

“one true love" out there Interestingly, this beliet 

Is a strong and decisive leader 

69 

60 


is equally high among older Americans over the 
age of 65 (79%) and among young people be¬ 
tween the ages of 18 and 29 (76%). 

FEBRUARY 14 
GORE VS. BRADLEY 

Interview Dates: 2/4-6/00 
Cm/USA Tbrfay/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GQ 129917 

I’m going to read a list of people who ate 

running in the Democratic primary for pres¬ 
ident. After / read all the names, please tell 
me which of those candidates you would fn 
most likely to support for the Democratic 
nomination for president this year Vice 
President Al Gore, or former New Jet sc\ 
Senator Bill Bradley? 


Analysis: Although much of the media attention 
since the New Hampshire primary has been fo¬ 
cused on the race for the Republican nomination 
for president, the continuing dominance of Vice 
President Al Gore on the Democratic side is an 
equally important story' Gore, despite a narrower- 
than-expected victory in New Hampshire, contin¬ 
ues to lead former New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley 
by over 40 points among Democrats nationwide 
Gore has led Bradley among Democrats 
throughout the last year in national trial heats, al¬ 
though the margin has varied Irom survey to sur¬ 
vey "in the last national Gallup Poll conducted 
before the New Hampshire primary. Gore re¬ 
ceived 67% of the Democratic vote, compared to 
Bradley’s 21%. This marked Gore’s highest per- 
ceniaee during the last three months, and 
Bradley’s lowest. 
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In the latest national Gallup Poll conducted 
February 4—6, Gore leads Bradley by 65% to 
24%, suggesting that the New Hampshire public¬ 
ity did little to move significant numbers of 
Democrats across the nation into Bradley’s camp. 
These national numbers are important because 
they reflect the views of the Democrats who will 
be voting in high-population states, including 
New York, California, Texas, and Florida, in the 
critical March primaries. The February 4-6 poll 
also shows that Gore’s supporters are more 
strongly committed to their man than are 
Bradley’s: 61% of those voting for Gore say they 
are certain to support him, while only 45% of 
Bradley 's make the same claim. 

How do the two Democratic contenders per¬ 
form against the Republican candidates in hypo¬ 
thetical national election trial heats? Gore does 
better against Republican front-runner George W. 
Bush than does Bradley, although there is little 
difference in the trial-heat positioning of die two 
Democrats against John McCain, The bad news 
for the Democrats more generally: the Repub¬ 
lican candidates beat them both handily Bush 
beats Gore by 9 points and he beats Bradley by 
14 points. Against McCain, both Democrats are 
defeated by larger 22- and 23-point margins. 

Among the American public, Bradley actu¬ 
ally has a higher favorable rating than does Gore. 
Sixty-three percent say their opinion of Bradley 
is favorable, while 18% say it is unfavorable. The 
numbers for Gore are 57% favorable and 37% 
unfavorable. Part of the difference here is that 
Republicans across the country' know Gore better 
and presumably associate him more directly with 
the Clinton administration, driving up his nega¬ 
tive ratings. 

Gore enjoys several significant perceptual 
advantages over Bradley. Chief among these are 
that Gore is more likely than Bradley to be seen 
as worthy of the office of president, as the person 
who can keep the economy strong, and as the 
candidate who has the best chance of defeating 
the Republican challenger in November. Bradley 
manages to lie Gore on just two key dimensions 
that to some degree exemplify Bradley's cam¬ 
paign approach: being a reformer, and having 
new ideas. (In contrast, John McCain, the chal¬ 


lenger on the Republican side, does better on 
these dimensions than does front-runner George W. 
Bush.) In fact, the only one on which Bradley 
scores higher than Gore is “independent in 
thoughts and actions." The fact that Bradley is 26 
points less likely to be seen as “too much of a 
Washington insider” is presumably a plus in 
some Democrats’ eyes even though he has spent 
eighteen years in Washington as a U.S. senator. 

FEBRUARY 15 

BUSH VS. McCAIN IN SOUTH CAROLINA 

Interview Dates: 2/11-13/00 
CNN/tAS/l Today/ Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130026 

Suppose the Republican primary election for 
president were being held today. If you had 
to choose among the following candidates, 
which candidate would you vote for— 
George W. Bush, John McCain, or Alan 
Keyes? [IF UNSURE: As of today, to which 
of the Republican candidates do you lean 
most?} 

Bush...49% 

McCain . .42 

Keyes..5 

Other (vol.); undecided.4 

As you may know, there have been accusa- 
dons of negative campaigning in this year's 
Republican primary race in South Carolina. 
Which campaign organization do you tend 
to blame more for starting the negative cam¬ 
paigning in this election—George W. Bush 's 
campaign, or John McCain's campaign 

Bush campaign .30$ 

McCain campaign.. ....30 

Both equally (vol.) ..II 

Neither; other (vol.).11 

No negative campaigning (vol.) . - 

No opinion .. .16 

Analysts: A Gallup Poll of likely voters in South 
Carolina, conducted February 11-13, shows I’exas 
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Governor George W. Bush leading Senator John 
McCain by 49% to 42%, with Alan Keyes receiv¬ 
ing 5% of the vote. The 7-point lead is within the 
poll’s margin of error of ±5 perceniage points, 
based on 552 “likely” voters. But even among die 
larger group of 1,015 respondents interviewed by 
Gallup, all of whom said they plan to vote in the 
primary but whose past voting behavior does not 
qualify them to be classified among the most likely 
to actually turn out to vote, Bush also leads 
McCain by a 7-point margin. 48% to 41% These 
numbers suggest that at this point in the campaign 
McCain and Bush supporters are about equally 
likely to actually vote in die primary 

Charges of negative campaigning have been 
the subject of debate by the two candidates, but die 
poll suggests that neither candidate has been par¬ 
ticularly harmed by the charges. The favorable rat¬ 
ings of Bush and McCain are quite high, at 76% 
and 77%, respectively, and the unfavorable ratings 
are still relatively low—20% for Bush and 17% 
for McCain. Furthermore, about the same number 
of voters say McCain is attacking Bush unfairly 
(38%) as say that Bush has been attacking McCain 
unfairly (35%). When asked whom they blame lor 
starting the negative campaigning, the voters spin 
evenly, with 30% each naming Bush and McCain. 
11%' blaming both equally, and another 1 !% sav¬ 
ing that neither candidate is to blame. 

The South Carolina primary is classified as 
an “open” election, allowing independents and 
Democrats, as well as Republicans, to participate. 
In television interviews over the weekend, Bu^h 
expressed his concern that large numbers ot 
Democrats would participate in the Republican 
primary', to vote for McCain as die "weaker can¬ 
didate, who would be less likely than Bush to win 
in November. The poll shows, however, that only 
6% of the expected electorate identified as 
Democrats, while 60% say they are Republicans, 
and the rest independents. Bush is right, however, 
to fear the consequences of the open primary . 
The Texas governor leads McCain by 59% to 
34% among Republicans, while McC am leads 
Bush by 54% to 35% among those who do not 
identify with the Republican Party The more 
non-Republicans who participate in the pi unary'* 
the better it will be for McCain 


The poll does not reflect the contention, 
however, that McCain s supporters arc trying to 
sabotage the Republican Party's nomination 
process by selecting a weaker candidate to run 
against the Democratic nominee in the fall 
Among voters who say they prefer McCain, 
whether Republican or non-Republican, McCain 
is seen as stronger than Bush on all of the charac¬ 
teristics and issues included in the poll. Bush % 
greatest advantage over McCain, for example, is 
that the Texas governor is seen by 59% of likely 
voters to have the better chance of beating the 
Democrat in November, while only 29% say 
McCain has a better chance. But among McCain 
supporters, both Republican and non-Republican. 
McCain is viewed as better able to win in No¬ 
vember bv a 2-io-l margin 

Still, it is clear that many of McCain's 
supporters—about one quarter—think Bush 
would he the more electable candidate in the tail, 
but still intend to vole for the Arizona senator 
Only about 5% of Bush's supporters think 
McCain would be the more electable candidate in 
November The poll shows licit most voters are 
apparently more influenced by their strongly pos¬ 
itive views ol a candid se than they are by 
whether or not he will win in the general election 

FEBRUARY 16 
AIRLINE SAFETY 

Interview Dates. 2/4—6/00 
CNN/lAS/t Fw/rtv/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 129917 

How many air tups, if any. haw you taken on 
a commercial airliner in she past twelve 
months, counting each lound trip as one trip 




2000 1999 



Ft’t> Nov 



4-6 c ! Si-21*" 

None 


55% 54% 

One to 

two ... .. . 

.25 26 

Three r 

n four ... 

. .9 13 

Five or 

more . 

.11 7 

*Mcan 

including zero 2.1; 

mean excluding zero 


4.6 

**Mcun including zero 1.7; mean excluding 
zero 3.7 


I WO IllOt SAM) 


51 

























84 

84 


2 

1 


How confident do you Jecl about the safety 
standards of the major commercial airlines, in 
genera !—vm 1 confident, somewhat confident, 
not too confident, or not at all confident? 



Ken’. 

Not too. 



somewhat 

not at all 

No 


confident 

confident 

opinion 

National Adults 




2000 Feb 4-6 _ 

.. .72% 

26% 

2% 

1999 Nov 4-7. 

.. .80 

20 


Flown in Past Year 




2000 Feb 4-6 . 

, . ,S6 

14 

* 

1999 Nov 4—7 ...., 

,, .87 

13 

* 

1996 May 14. 

...94 

4 

2 

*Less than 1% 





Compared to a few years ago, how do you 
fed about the safely of flying on airlines 
today'—do you have much more confidence, 
somewhat more confidence, somewhat less 
confidence , or much less confidence? 


Much 

more , 

Somewhat 


somewhat 

less , much 

No 

more 

less 

opinion 

National Adults 

2000 Feb 4—6 .47% 

49% 

4% 

1999 Nov 18-21.41 

54 

5 

Flown in Past Year 

2000 Feb 4-6 .58 

38 

4 

1999 Nov 18-21.53 

41 

6 


As you may know, an Alaska Airlines jet 
crashed off the California coast earlier this 
week. 4s a result of this crash, are you less 
likely to fly on major commercial airlines, or 
not? 



Yes, less 

No, not 

No 

National Adults 

likely 

less likely 

opinion 

2000 Feb 4-6. 

. .24% 

74% 

2% 

1999 Nov 18-21 ... 

..26 

71 

3 

1999 Nov 4-7* 

Flown in Past Year 

. .23 

76 

1 

2000 Feb 4-6. 

..15 

85 



1999 Nov 18-21.14 

1999 Nov 4-7*.15 

*Queslion wording: 4s you may know, an 
Egypt Air jet crashed off the Massachusetts coast 
last weekend. As a result of this crash, are you less 
likely to fly on major commercial airlines, or not? 
**Less than 1 % 

Analysis: The recent crash of Alaska Airlines 
Flight 261 off the California coast, one of a string 
of air disasters that have occurred in and around 
the United Slates in recent years, has apparently 
created no sense of panic among America’s air¬ 
line fliers. A Gallup Poll completed this past 
weekend shows little change in perceptions of the 
nation’s airline safety standards and little signs of 
hesitancy to fly compared to the results of a simi¬ 
lar poll conducted in November, after the crash of 
EgyptAir Flight 990 into the Atlantic on Octo¬ 
ber 31. Still, the airline safety confidence levels 
measured among fliers both last November and 
last weekend are slightly lower than was the case 
in May 1996 in the aftermath of the TWA Flight 
800 disaster. 

Eighty-six percent of Americans who have 
flown during the past year say they are at least 
somewhat confident in the safety standards of the 
major commercial airlines, including 46% who 
are very confident, and another 40% who are 
somewhat confident—little changed from last 
November, after the EgyptAir crash, when 
roughly the same percentage of fliers was at least 
somewhat confident in airline safety standards. 
Four years ago, in May 1996, confidence in air¬ 
line safety was closer to being universal, with 
94% of fliers saying that they were either some¬ 
what or very confident. From a different perspec¬ 
tive, the comparison of die polling data over the 
past four years shows that only 4% oi fliers were 
not confident in the safety standards of airlines in 
1996, compared to 14% today. 

Another poll question asked fliers to indicate 
if they had become more confident or less confi¬ 
dent in the safety of flying today compared to a 
few years ago. The flying public by and large 
maintains a net positive attitude: 58% of fliers 
now say that they are more confident than a lew 
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years ago, with 38% saying they are less confi¬ 
dent. Again, these numbers are not dramatically 
different from last November. 

Fliers were also asked this last weekend 
about the specific impact of the only Alaska 
Airlines crash on their likelihood of flying on 
major commercial airlines. Fifteen percent say 
that the crash made them less likely to fly, almost 
the exact percentage who said that the EgyptAir 
crash made them less likely to fly when the same 
question was asked last November. 

FEBRUARY 17 

PRESIDENTIAL FRONT-RUNNERS/ 
PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS 

Interview Dates: 2/14—15/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey it GO 130027 

I’m going to read a list of people who may be 
running in the Republican primary for presi¬ 
dent in the next election. After 1 read all the 
names, please tell me which of those candi¬ 
dates you would be most likely to support for 
the Republican nomination for president in 
the year 2000—Texas Governor George IK 
Rush, Arizona Senator John McCain, or po¬ 
litical commentator Alan Keyes ? 


Registered 

Republicans 

Bush 

McCain 

Keyes 

Nom; 

other 
(vat h 

no 

opinion 

2000 Feb 14-15 . 

. .58% 

31% 

3% 

8% 

2000 Feb 4-6 ... 

, .56 

34 

3 

7 

2000 Jan 25-26 

. .65 

15 

4 

16 

2000 Ian 17-19 . 

. .63 

19 

1 

17 

2000 Jan 13-16 . 

..61 

o') 

uiiv 

3 

14 

2000 Jan 7-10 .. 

. .63 

IS 

2 

17 

1999 Dec 20-21 

. .60 

17 

4 

19 

1999 Dec 9-12 . 

. .64 

18 

4 

14 

1999 Nov ] 8-21 

..63 

16 

2 

19 


Next, I'm going to read a list of people who 
may be running m the Democratic primary for 


president in the next election. After / read all 
the names, please tell me which of those can¬ 
didates you would be most likely to support 
for the Democratic nomination for president 
m the year 2000—Vice President Al Gore, or 
former New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley ? 


Registered 

Democrats 

Core 

Bradley 

Ollier 

(Vol); 

no 

opinion 

2000 Feb 14-15 .. 

.64% 

26% 

10% 

2000 Feb 4-6 . 

..65 

24 

11 

2000 Jan 25-26 .... 

..67 

2! 

12 

2000 Jan 17-19 

. .60 

27 

13 

2000 Jan 13-16.... 

59 

30 

11 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

. 59 

30 

11 

1999 Dec 20-21 ... 

. .52 

38 

10 

1999 Dec 9-12 ... 

..54 

39 

7 

1999 Nov 18-21 ... 

..56 

34 

10 


If Vice President Al Gore were the Democratic 
Party's candidate and Texas Governor 
George IK Bush were tin Republican Party's 
candidate, whom would -on he more likely to 
vote for—Al Gore, the Democrat, or George W. 
Bush, the Republican ' {IF UNDECIDED: As 
of today, do you lean more toward Ai Gore, 
the Democrat, or George IK Bush, the 
Republican ?} 


Likely Voters 

2000 Feb 14-15 ... 

Gore 

. .45% 

Bush 

50% 

Other 

(vol.), 

no 

opinion 

5% 

2000 Feb 4-6 . 

. .44 

53 

3 

2000 Jan 17-10 .... 

. .42 

53 

5 

2000 Jan 13-16- 

. .38 

57 

5 

2000 Jan 7-10 .... 

. .43 

52 

5 

Registered Voters 
2000 Feb 14-15 ... 

. .46 

4S 

6 

2000 Feb 4-6 .. - 

. .45 

51 

4 

2000 Jan 25-26 - 

.44 

51 

5 

2000 Jan 17-19- 

. .41 

53 

6 

2000 Jan 13-16- 

, .4! 

52 

7 

2000 Jan 7-10 .. . 

. 44 

51 

5 


TWO THOUSAND 














1999 Dec 20-21 .42 

1999 Dec 9-12.42 

1999 Nov 18-21.40 

If former New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley 
were the Democratic Party '5 candidate and 
Texas Governor George IV. Bush were the 
Republican Party's candidate, whom would 
you be more likely to vote for—Bill Bradley, 
the Democrat , or George IV. Bush, the 



2000 Jan 17-19..42 

2000 Jan 7-10.41 

Registered Voters 

2000 Feb 14-15 .42 

2000 Feb 4—6 .40 

2000 Jan 17—19.45 

2000 Jan 7-10 ..45 

1999 Dec 20-21 .47 

1999 Dec 9-12.44 


52 6 

54 5 


51 

53 

47 

49 

47 

52 


7 

7 

6 

6 

6 

4 


Republican ? [IF UNDECIDED: As of today, 
do you lean more toward Bill Bradley, the 


Democrat, or 

George 

W. Bush, the 

Republican?] 



Other 

(voi): 




no 


Bradley 

Bush 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Feb 14-15 ... 

. .45% 

49% 

6% 

2000 Feb 4-6 . 

. .41 

55 

4 

2000 Jan 17-19 .... 

..45 

49 

6 

2000 Jan 13-16_ 

. .42 

53 

5 

2000 Jan 7-10 ..... 

..47 

49 

4 

Registered Voters 
2000 Feb 14-15 ... 

..44 

48 

8 

2000 Feb 4-6 . 

..42 

53 

5 

2000 Jan 17-19_ 

. .42 

51 

6 

2000 Jan 13-16 .... 

. .41 

51 

8 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

..45 

50 

5 

1999 Dec 20-21 ... 

. .45 

50 

5 

1999 Dec 9-12 .... 

. .45 

51 

4 

If Vice President Al Gore 

were 

the Demo- 


cratic Parly's candidate and Arizona 
Senator John McCain were the Republican 
Party's candidate, whom would you be more 
likely to vote for—AI Gore, the Democrat, or 
John McCain, the Republican ? /IF UNDE¬ 
CIDED: As of today, do you lean more 
toward At Gore, the Democrat, or John 
McCain, the Republican?] 


Likely Voters 

Gore 

McCain 

Other 
f voi,); 
no 

opinion 

2000 Feb 14-15 

.39% 

55% 

6% 

2000 Feb 4-6 .. 

.36 

58 

6 


If former New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley 
were the Democratic Party's candidate and 
Arizona Senator John McCain were the 
Republican Party's candidate, whom would 
you be more likely to vote for—Bill Bradley . 
the Democrat, or John McCain, the 
Republican? [IF UNDECIDED: 4s of today, 
do you lean more toward Bill Bradley, the 
Democrat, or John McCain, the Republican?] 

Other 

(voi); 

no 



Bradley 

McCain 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Feb 14-15 .. 

. . .33% 

56% 

11% 

2000Feb4-6 .... 

., .35 

58 

7 

2000Jan 17-19 ... 

.. .43 

47 

10 

2000 Jan 7-10 .... 

...46 

46 

8 

Registered Voters 
2000 Feb 14-15 .. 

...38 

51 

11 

2000Feb4-6 .... 

...37 

54 

9 

2000 Jan 17-19 ... 

44 

* p T 

43 

13 

2000 Jan 7-10 .... 

.. .48 

43 

9 

1999 Dec 20-21 

.. .52 

39 

9 


November Election Match-Ups 
(By Party Affiliation) 



Repub¬ 

Indepen¬ 

Demo¬ 


lican 

dent 

crat 

Gore 

8% 

38% 

83% 

Bush 

91 

53 

12 

Bradley 

12 

42 

76 

Bush 

86 

49 

17 

Gore 

6 

27 

76 

McCain 

90 

63 

18 

Bradley 

10 

25 

60 

McCain 

85 

62 

27 
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Analysis: Since Arizona Senator John McCain 
defeated Texas Governor George W. Bush con¬ 
vincingly in the New Hampshire Republican pri¬ 
mary earlier this month. Bush’s status as the 
party’s front-runner has been in question The 
focus is now on the upcoming South Carolina pri¬ 
mary with its potential to eithei accelerate 
McCain's national momentum or to reestablish 
Bush’s top-dog status. Gallup’s latest national 
survey confirms that the GOP race is largely in a 
holding pattern among Republicans across the 
country, apparently in anticipation of this 
Saturday’s vote. 

According to the survey, conducted 
February 14—15, Bush is favored for the Repub¬ 
lican presidential nomination by 58% of regis¬ 
tered Republicans and those registered 
independents who lean toward the Republican 
Party. McCain is favored by 31% of this group. 
These results are statistically similar to Gallup's 
previous measure, taken immediately after the 
February 1 New Hampshire primary, when Bush 
garnered 56% of the Republican vote nationwide 
compared with 34% for McCain. Both of these 
post-New Hampshire polls, however, show 
McCain gaining support when compared to polls 
conducted before New Hampshire in January and 
late last year, underscoring the impact of primary 
votes on the national picture and emphasizing the 
potential that Saturday's South Carolina vote has 
to further change the race. 

In the Democratic race between Vice 
President Al Gore and former New Jersey Sena¬ 
tor Bill Bradley, Gore continues to beat Bradley 
by a better than 2-10-1 margin, 64% to 26%, simi¬ 
lar to the 65% to 24% lead for Gore recorded just 
after the New Hampshire primary, Unlike the 
Republican race, the New Hampshire vote had 
little impact on the Democratic contest - Gore led 
by a similar margin in earlier January polling 

One apparent effect of the New Hampidiire 
Republican primary has been a strengthening ol 
national support for McCain in tire general elec¬ 
tion, and a slight decline in support tor Bush. In 
hypothetical two-way ballots for the general elec¬ 
tion against Gore, McCain now beats Gore by 
double-digit margins, while Bush leads Gore by 
only single digits. Prior to the New Hampshire 


primary. Bush and McCain appeared to be 
equally strong Republican candidates for the fall 
election. 

When likely voters are asked to choose be¬ 
tween A! Gore as the Democratic nominee and 
George W. Bush as the Republican nominee. 
Bush is now favored over Gore by only 5 per¬ 
centage points. 50% to 45%. down from a 9-point 
Bush lead in Gallup’s February 4-6 post-New 
Hampshire survey, an 11-point lead in late 
January, and a 19-point lead in mid-January. By 
comparison, in a hypothetical general election 
match-up between Gore and John McCain, 
McCain now beats Gore by 16 points. 55% vs. 
39%, down slightly from a 22-point lead in early 
February but up from l() points in late January 
and 13 points in mid-January'. 

McCain, like Bush, enjoys the support of 
roughly nine in ten Republican voters in general 
election match-ups against Gore and Bradley 
The distinguishing feature of McCain’s strength 
in the fall election is his remarkably high support 
among independent voters nationwide. More than 
six in ten unaffiliated voters say they would sup¬ 
port McCain in the general elec-..on over either 
Gore or Bradley By comparison. Bush is favored 
by roughly half of indepetHk.it voters. Gallup 
pre-election polling records show that unaf fili¬ 
ated voters have not given this high a level of 
support to either party's candidate since 1984. 
when Ronald Reagan won reelection with the 
backing of 67% of political independents. 

FEBRUARY 18 

OIL AND GASOLINE PRICES 

Interview Dates 2/14—15/00 
Gallup Poll News Serv ice 
Survey #GO 130027 

Have recent price increases i/i gasoline, 

diesel fuel, and home fuel oil caused any fi¬ 
nancial hardship for you or your household ' 

Yes, caused hardship.40% 

No, not hardship ..60 

No opinion...' 

*]_ ess than 1 % 


TWO THOUSAND 


55 







What type of energy source do you primarily 
use to heat xour home — electric, natural 
gas. fuel oil, or something else? 


Electric.,.27% 

Natural gas.51 

Fuel oil. 10 

Wood (vol.)....3 

Something else.5 

Combination . .3 

No opinion ..1 


Would you favor or oppose each of the fol¬ 
lowing as ways of dealing with the increased 
price of gasoline, diesel fuel, and home fuel 
oil: 

Spending SI30 million in federal funds to 
assist the poor who have been affected by 


the increase in oil prices ? 

Favor..60% 

Oppose. .34 

No opinion. .6 

Lowering the tax on fuel oil in your state? 

Favor..79% 

Oppose.. 15 

No opinion.. .6 


Using the U.S. government’s Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve to put more oil and gas 
on the market to combat the increase in fuel 
costs? 


Favor......60% 

Oppose. 33 

No opinion.7 


Analysis: In the most recent Gallup Poll conducted 
February' 14—15, 40% of Americans report that oil 


price increases have caused financial hardship for 
them. The poll data confirm that low income peo¬ 
ple are most affected by the price increase; a major¬ 
ity (52%) with incomes below $20,000 admit that 
the rising oil prices have created financial hard¬ 
ships. That figure is nearly twice as high as it is for 
those who earn above $50,000 or more (28%). The 
impact of the oil price hikes on the poor has been a 
major concern of the Clinton administration, and 
on Wednesday the president authorized the use of 
$125 million in federal funds to help poorer fami¬ 
lies pay their heating bills. 

Such a move was one of three solutions for 
combating rising oil prices that Americans were 
asked about in the poll, all of which were favored 
by majorities of the public. Sixty percent of those 
surveyed approved of using federal dollars to help 
the poor with their heating bills. Similarly, 60% 
approved of using the government’s strategic oil 
reserves to put more oil and gas on the market. A 
third measure received even stronger support, 
with 79% favoring lowering taxes on fuel oil in 
their states. Typically, respondents with lower in¬ 
comes were most likely to favor each of these 
three proposals. Eastern residents were more 
likely to favor federal assistance for heating bills 
than residents of other parts of the country, but 
they did not differ much on the other proposals 
put forward. 

The Gallup Poll asked respondents which en¬ 
ergy source they use to fuel their homes. Just over 
half (51%) indicated they used natural gas, with 
electric heat the next most common source (27%). 
Smaller proportions use fuel oil (10%), wood 
(3%), a combination of sources (3%), or some¬ 
thing else (5%). Those who use fuel oil were 
much more likely to say that rising oil prices have 
adversely affected them; 53% compared to 26% 
of both natural gas and electric heat consumers. 


FEBRUARY 18 

ASSESSING THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES ON PERSONAL TRAITS 

Interview Dates: 2/14-15/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130027 

Which of these presidential candidates — A! Gore, Bill Bradley, George W. Bush, or John McCain — is: 
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The smartest? 

The best looking? 

The oldest? 

The youngest? 

The one you would most like to have dinner with? 
The best public speaker? 

The tallest? 

The shortest? 

The one with the best sense of humor? 


FEBRUARY 18 
MIDDLE EAST 

Interview Dates: 1/25-26/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey f#GO 129824 

Do you think there will or will not come a time 
when Israel and the Arab nations will be able 
to settle their differences and live in peace '* 


No 



Yes 

No 

opinion 

2000 Jan 25-26 ... 

., .49% 

45% 

6% 

1999Jul22-25 

...49 

47 

4 

1998 Dec 4-6 .... 

.. .40 

56 

4 

1997 Aug 12-13 .. 

.. .36 

56 

8 


Aj far as you are concerned, how important 
a goal should the development of a peaceful 
solution to the Palestinian-Israeli situation 
in the Middle East be to the United States — 
should it be a very' important foreign policy 
goal of the United States, a somewhat im¬ 
portant goal, not too important, or not an 


important goal at all? 

Not loo, 


Very, 

not 


somewhat 

at all 

No 

important 

important 

opinion 

2000 Jan 25-26 ..... ,78% 

18% 

4% 

1999 Jul 22-25 .82 

15 

3 

1993 Sep 10-12 .77 

19 

4 

1991 Mar ..87 

11 

2 


In the Middle East situation, are your sym¬ 
pathies more with the Israelis or mow >» ith 
the Palestinian Arabs? 


No 


Gore 

Bradley 

Bush 

Me Cam 

opinion 

24% 

15% 

21% 

16% 

24% 

39 

4 

20 

8 

29 

4 

23 

12 

43 

18 

44 

4 

29 

4 

19 

25 

12 

25 

22 

16 

22 

9 

27 

24 

IS 

20 

46 

8 

3 

23 

5 

4 

22 

42 

27 

18 

14 

23 

18 

27 




Pale itBoth ; 




ian neither 

No 


Israeli 3 

Arabs (vol.) 

opinion 

2000 Jan 25-26 , 

. .43% 

13% 26% 

18% 

1998 Dec 4-6 .. 

. .46 

13 27 

14 

1997 Aug 12-13 

..38 

8 24 

30 

1996 Nov 21-24 . 

. .38 

15 20 

27 

1993 Sep 10-12 . 

. .42 

15 23 

20 

1991 Feb . 


7 19 

10 

1989 Aug.. 

..50 

14 15 

21 

1988 May 13-15 . 

. .37 

15 22 

27 

In the Middle East conflict, do you think the 

Uni led States 

should take Israel's side, take 

the Palestinians' side. 

or not take either side? 



Palestine Not 



hraei s 

urns’ fake 

No 


suit’ 

side either 

opinion 

2000 Jan 25-26 

.15% 

1% 72% 

12% 

1998 Dec 4-6 .. 

.17 

2 73 

8 

1998 May 8-10 .. 

.16 

2 74 

8 

Next. Pd like 

your overall opinion < 

>f some 

foreign countries or political entities. Is 

\oitr overall opinion 

very favorable. 

mostly 

favorable, mo 

stlv unfavorable, or very unfa- 

vocable of: 




Israel? 





Ven 

Mostly, 



mostly very' 

No 


favorable unfavorable 

opinion 

2000 Jan 25-26 .. 

. .. .54% 28%' 

18% 

1999 May 7-9 . . 

. .. .68 

25 

7 

1999 Feb 8-9 .. 

.,. .66 

23 

11 

1996 Mar 8-10 . 

... .62 

29 

9 


TWO THOUSAND 
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Syria ? 

Very, Mostly, 
mostly very No 

favorable unfavorable opinion 

2000 Jan 25-26 .20% 44% 36% 

1991 Aug 8-11 _24 52 25 

The Palestinian Authority? 

Very, Mostly, 
mostly very No 

favorable unfavorable opinion 

2000 Jan 25-26 .21 % 52% 27% 

Analysis: In the midst of stalled peace talks be¬ 
tween Israel and Syria and renewed hostilities be¬ 
tween Israel and Lebanon, Americans remain 
skeptical about the prospects for peace in the 
Middle East. In a Gallup Poll conducted in late 
January, 49% think there will come a time when 
Israel and the Arab nations will be able to settle 
their differences and live in peace. However, 
roughly the same number (45%) think such a time 
will never come. These figures are comparable to 
last year, although more Americans today think 
peace is a possibility in that region than in 1997-9S. 

Most Americans agree that efforts by the 
United States to help broker a peaceful solution 
between Israel and Palestine are an important for¬ 
eign policy goal (73% say it is “somewhat'’ or 
“very important"). However, the percentage say¬ 
ing such an agreement is "very important” has 
fallen in the past several months, down to 32% 
from 41% last summer. This may simply reflect 
the fact that the issue is a lower priority among 
Americans in and of itself but may also indicate 
that they see it as a less critical need given the re¬ 
cent agreements reached by the Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

When asked with which side of the conflict 
in the Middle East they sympathize, Americans 
are more likely to say Israel (43%) than the 
Palestinians (13%), though many express no 
opinion or no sympathies either way. Although 
Americans are three times more likely to be sym¬ 
pathetic to Israel than to the Palestinians, by an 
overwhelming majority they want the United 
States to remain neutral in the conflict. About 
seven of every ten (72%) say the United States 
should not take either country’s side. 


Overall, Americans view Israel much more 
favorably than either the Palestinian Authority or 
Syria. Fully 54% of the U.S, public express fa¬ 
vorable opinions about Israel. Only 21% hold fa¬ 
vorable views of the Palestinian Authority while 
just 20% view Syria favorably. In fact, a majority 
of Americans have unfavorable opinions about 
the Palestinian Authority (52%), and a near- 
majority (44%) have unfavorable opinions about 
Syria. It should be noted that significant propor¬ 
tions of Americans have neither a positive nor a 
negative opinion about Syria (36%) or the 
Palestinian Authority (26%). 


FEBRUARY 21 

GREATEST U.S. PRESIDENTS 


Interview Dates: 2/14-15/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130027 


Whom do you regard as the greatest U.S 
president? 



2000 

1999 


Feb 

Feb 

John Kennedy . 

.. .22% 

12% 

Abraham Lincoln. 

...18 

18 

Franklin Roosevelt... 

.. .12 

9 

Ronald Reaaan. 

. .11 

12 

George Washington... 

....5 

12 

Bill Clinton .. 

. .. .5 

12 

George Bush .. 

....3 

5 

Harry Truman . 

... .3 

4 

Theodore Roosevelt. 

... .3 

3 

Jimmy Carter. 

....3 

3 

Thomas Jefferson. 

... .3 

0 

Dwight Eisenhower. 

... .3 

2 

Richard Nixon. . 

....2 

2 

Other .. 

... .3 

1 

None.. 

* 

1 

No opinion. 

...A 

2 

*Less than 1 % 




Which U.S. president would you consider 
the worst president? 


Richard Nixon 
Bill Clinton . 
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Jimmy Carter. 10 

Ronald Reagan.g 

George Bush . 3 

Gerald Ford .,.2 

Harry Truman . 2 

Dwight Eisenhower. 1 

Ulysses S. Grant . j 

Warren Harding. .1 

Abraham Lincoln .. 1 

Franklin Roosevelt.J 

Other .12 

None. .1 

No opinion. 13 


How do you think President Clinton will go 
down in history—as an outstanding presi¬ 
dent, above average, average, below aver¬ 
age, or poor? 



Outstanding, 

above 

average Average 

Belo tv 

average. 

poor 

No 

opinion 

2000 Feb 14-15 

.. . 37 % 

34% 

28% 

1% 

1999 Feb 8-9 .. 

.. .40 

27 

31 

2 

1998 Jan 24-25 

.. .31 

37 

30 

2 

1998 Jan 23-24 

., .30 

41 

28 

t 

1997 Jan 31- 
Feb 2. 

.. .36 

47 

16 

1 


Analysis: A new Gallup Poll conducted on 
February 14—15 shows that Americans consider 
John F. Kennedy to have been the greatest presi¬ 
dent ever, even though he held the office tor less 
than three years. Twenty-two percent ot those 
polled selected Kennedy, up from 12% in a simi¬ 
lar Gallup Poll conducted in February 1999. In 
that poll, Kennedy ranked second behind 
Abraham Lincoln, who received support from 
18% of the public in both surveys. Others receiv¬ 
ing support as America's greatest president in¬ 
clude Franklin D. Roosevelt, who was named by 
12%) of those polled; Ronald Reagan, selected by 
U%; Geoige Washington or Bill Clinton, cited 
by 5%. 

When Americans are asked to pick the worst 
presidents ever, two names stand out: Richard 
Nixon and Bill Clinton. Nearly one in four (24%) 
selected Nixon, who resigned in disgrace in 1974 


during the Watergate scandal. One in five (20%) 
selected Clinton, who is only the second presi¬ 
dent ever to have been impeached by the House 
ol Representatives (Andrew Johnson was the 
first, in 1868). 

While Clinton is regarded as one of the 
worst presidents by a significant percentage of 
Americans, it should be noted that he is also 
ranked in the top five as one of the greatest ever. 
In the same Gallup Poll, 62% approve of the way 
he is handling his job as president; his approval 
rating has rebounded slightly from last year’s low 
of 53% in May, near the end of the Kosovo crisis. 

When Americans are asked how they feel 
history will consider Clinton, 37% of those polled 
believe he will be considered outstanding or 
above average—down slightly from 40% in a 
similar Gallup Poll conducted in February 1999. 
Another 34% believe he will be rated as an aver¬ 
age president, while 28% predict he will be con¬ 
sidered below average or poor. The impeachment 
scandal has apparently had a modest effect on 
these ratings; in 1997. 16% said history would 
rate Clinton as below average or poor, compared 
to the 28% who feci that way today. 


FEBRUARY 22 

BUSH VS. McCAIN IN SOUTH CAROLINA 

Interview Dates 1 2/16-17/00 
CNN/USA TWav/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130026 

Suppose the Republican primary election for 
president were being held today If you had to 
choose among the following candidates, which 
candidate would you vote far—George W 
Bush, John McCain, or Alan Keyes? I IF UN¬ 
SURE: As of today . to which of the Republican 
candidates do you lean most?! 

2000 
Feb 
16-17 

Bush > ..* ■ *... £ 

McCain ... . * * 

Keyes...^ 

Ollier; undecided .4 
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11-1J 

49% 


42 

5 

4 
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Are you certain to support George IV. Bush or 
John McCain for the Republican nomination, 
or do you think you tnav change your mind 
and support someone else for the nomination? 


Bush 

voters 

Certain. 86 % 


May change mind , „..13 

Unsure ......1 


McCain 

voters 

80% 

18 

2 


Next, I'm going to read a list of characteris¬ 
tics a president might have . For each one, 
please tell me, regardless of which candidate 
you support, whether you think it applies 
more to George IV. Bush, or John McCain? 


Has a vision for the country’s future? 



2000 

2000 


Feb 

Feb 


16-17 

11-13 

Bush ...... 

..49% 

44% 

McCain. 

.38 

38 

Both. 

9 

1 i v * * ■ *¥ m m 

14 

Neither. 

? 

1 

No opinion - 

9 

2 


Is a reformer? 



2000 

2000 


Feb 

Feb 


16-17 

11-13 

Bush . . 

.. .46% 

40% 

McCain . 

. . .37 

44 

Both . . . 


4 

Neither. 

... .3 

3 

No opinion . . 

....8 

9 

Is a person you admire? 


2000 

2000 


Feb 

Feb 


16-17 

11-13 

Bush ... 

. . .38% 

32% 

McCain . 


46 

Both . . . 

.. .13 

16 

Neither .. 

3 

» < * ■ 

4 

No opinion .... 

* * ( « 1 

2 


Has the better chance of beating the Demo¬ 
cratic candidate in November? 



2000 

2000 


Feb 

Feb 


16-17 

11-13 

Bush. 

.58% 

59% 


McCain ... 32 29 

Both.5 7 

Neither .. * I 

No opinion.5 4 


♦Less than 1% 


Has the necessary experience to be a good 
president? 

2000 2000 

Feb Feb 

16-17 11-13 


Bush.52% 

McCain 34 

Both .......................10 

Neither ... 2 

No opinion ... 2 


47% 

35 

13 

2 

3 


Asked of Republicans: From what you know 
about the campaign so far, would you say 
George W. Bush has been attacking John 
McCain unfairly, or not? 


Yes, Bush attacking McCain 

unfairly . 

No, has not 

No opinion. 


2000 

2000 

Feb 

Feb 

16-17 

11-13 

.35% 

35% 

.59 

55 

. .6 

10 


Also asked of Republicans: From what you 
know about the campaign so far, would you say 
John McCain has been attacking George IV 
Bush unfairly, or not? 



2000 

2000 


Feb 

Feb 

Yes, McCain attacking Bush 

16-17 

11-13 

unfairly . 

.. , .39% 

38% 

No, has not. 

. . . .55 

53 

No opinion. 

1, > 4 * 6 

9 


As you may know, the three major candi¬ 
dates for the Republican nomination partici¬ 
pated in a debate this Tuesday evening in 
South Carolina that was moderated hv Larry 
King. How much of that debate did you hap¬ 
pen to watch—all of it, most of it, only some 
of it, hardly any of it, or none of it? 

All of it.14% 
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Most of it.14 

Only some of it . 20 

Hardly any of it .9 

hlone of it . 1 ,. ( , t .43 

Asked of those who watched all or most of 
the debate: Regardless of which candidate 
you happen to support, who do yon think did 
the best job in the debate Tuesday night — 
George VV. Bush, John McCain, or Alan 
Keyes? 


Bush.34% 

McCain .19 

Keyes. 40 

All equally (vol.) ..3 

No opinion .. 4 


Analysis: Gallup’s last estimate of the results of 
Saturday's South Carolina Republican primary, 
based on the CNN /USA Today /Gallup Poll of the 
state’s likely voters, was that George W Bush 
would defeat John McCain by a 52% to 40% 
margin, with Alan Keyes receiving 4% of the 
vote. Another 4% of the likely voter base re¬ 
mained undecided at the time of the poll. These 
estimates almost precisely predicted the actual 
vote tally in Saturday’s election. 

- The final CNN /USA Today /Gallup Poll in 
South Carolina, conducted Wednesday and 
Thursday night, February 16-17, also estimated 
that the voting population on Saturday would be 
approximately 60% Republican, 30% indepen¬ 
dent, and 10% Democrat. These estimates were 
based on a self-reported ‘‘plan to vote” measure 
asked of the random sample of all 
South Carolina voters in the poll. These esti¬ 
mates, too, were almost identical to exit poll mea¬ 
sures of party affiliation among those who voted. 
South Carolina does not have party registration, 
and the state’s Republican primary does not re¬ 
strict participation based on any measure ol party 
affiliation or past voting behavior. Any registered 
voter in the state was eligible to vote on Saturday. 

The poll indicated that there were extremely 
sharp differences in the preferences of Repub¬ 
licans, independents, and Democrats who 
planned on voting in the Republican primary. 


Texas Governor Bush did extraordinary well 
among core Republican voters. If the South 
Carolina primary was restricted only to Repub¬ 
licans, Bush could be projected to win by a very 
substantial margin. But. as can be seen. Senator 
McCain enjoyed nearly equal strength among in¬ 
dependents and Democrats. Still, the estimates in 
the poH demonstrated that McCain's appeal 
among these groups was not enough to overcome 
Bush’s support among Republicans, and, that 
even with a large turnout overall. Bush was 
headed for victory. 

The final outcome of the primary on 
Saturday was very close to these pre-election esti¬ 
mates. While the Gallup Poll projected a 52% to 
40% margin for Bush over McCain, with Keyes 
garnering 4%, the actual primary outcome was 
53% for Bush, 42% for McCain, and 5% for 
Keyes. Additionally, the partisan makeup of the 
electorate, as measured by exit polls conducted by 
Voter News Services, was also extremely close to 
the Gallup Poll pre-election estimates, at 61% 
Republican, 30% independent, and 9% Democrat. 

Other findings from the pre-election poll 
help to explain Bush’s win. First. McCain was 
perceived by South Carolina voters as doing the 
least well of the three candidates in Tuesday 
night’s televised debate, which th- ->e who 
watched (about half of the voters) said was won 
by Keyes, Second, Bush was just as likely as 
McCain to be seen as a reformer Third, Bush 
was significantly more likely than McCain to he 
seen as the Republican with the best chance of 
beating the Democratic candidate in November. 
And finally. Bush was no more likely than 
McCain to be seen as engaging in unfair attacks 
against his opponent. 

FEBRUARY 22 

PRESIDENTIAL FRONT-RUNNERS/ 
PRESIDENTLVL TRIAL HEATS 

Interview Dates; 2/20-21/00 
CNN/t/.SV\ 7 Way/Ga[tup Poll 
Survey SGO 130031 

I’m going to read a list of people who may he 

running in the Republic an primary for pre¬ 
sident in the next elec non. After f read all the 
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names, please tell me which of those 
candidates you would be most likely to sup¬ 
port for the Republican nomination for pres¬ 
ident in the year 2000—Texas Governor 
George IV. Bush, Arizona Senator John 
McCain, or political commentator Alan Keyes? 

None; 
other 
(vol J; 
no 



Bush 

McCain 

Keyes 

opinion 

Registered 

Republicans 

2000 Feb 20-21 . 

. .58% 

31% 

3% 

8% 

2000 Feb 14-15 . 

. .58 

31 

3 

8 

2000 Feb 4-6 .., 

..56 

34 

3 

7 

All Republicans 

1999 Nov 18-21 . 

. .63 

16 

1 

20 

1999 Nov 4-7 .. 

..68 

12 

2 

18 

1999 Oct 21-24 . 

..68 

11 

2 

19 

1999 Oct 8-10 .. 

..60 

8 

3 

29 

1999 Sep 10-14 . 

..62 

5 

1 

32 

1999 Aug 16-18 . 

. .61 

5 

I 

33 

1999 Jun 25-27 . 

, .59 

5 

— 

36 

1999 Jun 4-5 ... 

..46 

5 

— 

49 

1999 May 23-24, 

..46 

6 

— 

48 

1999 Apr 30- 

May 2 .. 

..42 

4 

— 

54 

1999 Apr 13-14. 

..53 

5 

— 

42 


Jf Vice President AI Gore were the Demo¬ 
cratic Party’s candidate and Texas Governor 
George W. Bush were the Republican Party's 
candidate, whom would you be more likely to 
vote for—Al Gore, the Democrat, or George W. 
Bush , the Republican? [IF UNDECIDED: Aj 
of today, do you lean more toward Al Gore, 
the Democrat, or George W. Bush, the 
Republican]? 


Likely Voters 

Gore 

Bush 

Other 

(vol); 

no 

opinion 

2000 Feb 20-21 

.... .45% 

50% 

5% 

2000 Feb 14-15 

.45 

50 

5 

2000 Feb 4-6 .. 

.44 

53 

3 


Registered Voters 

2000 Feb 20-21 .44 51 5 

2000 Feb 14-15 .46 48 6 

2000 Feb 4-6 .45 51 4 

If Vice President Al Gore were the Demo¬ 
cratic Party's candidate and Arizona Senator 
John McCain were the Republican Party's 
candidate, whom would you be more likely to 
vote for—Vice President Al Gore, the 
Democrat, or Arizona Senator John McCain, 
the Republican? [IF UNDECIDED: As of 
today, do you lean more toward Al Gore, the 
Democrat, or John McCain, the Republican ?} 



Gore 

McCain 

Other 

(vol,); 

no 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Feb 20-21 .. 

. .35% 

59% 

6% 

2000Feb 14-15 ... 

..39 

55 

6 

2000 Feb 4-6 . 

. .36 

58 

6 

Registered Voters 
2000 Feb 20-21 . . . 

..37 

57 

6 

2000Feb 14-15 ... 

. .42 

51 

7 

2000 Feb 4-6 . 

..40 

53 

7 


Analysis: The publicity surrounding the South 
Carolina Republican primary battle between 
George W, Bush and John McCain this past 
weekend failed to alter the first choices for the 
GOP nomination among Republicans across the 
country, but McCain’s positioning against 
Democratic front-runner Al Gore increased in a 
national general election matchup. At the same 
time, a new CNN/t/SA Torfuy/Gallup Poll con¬ 
ducted Sunday and Monday, after Bush’s 1 1-point 
victory in South Carolina, shows that Bush stib 
leads McCain by 27 points among national 
Republicans when they are asked for their lirst 
choice for the GOP nomination, essentially un¬ 
changed from two other surveys conducted after 
New Hampshire. At the same time, McCain has 
stretched his lead over Gore to a 59% to 35% 
margin among likely voters nationally while Bush 
leads Gore by only 5 points. Additionally, Bush’s 
favorable ratings have dropped slightly among all 
Americans, while McCain’s have stayed roughly 
the same at 7 points higher than Bush’s. 
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McCain gained his superior positioning 
against Gore—compared to Bush—in polls con¬ 
ducted after McCain’s victory over the Texas 
governor in New Hampshire on February 1. 
Among likely voters nationally, McCain went 
from a 10-point lead over Gore in mid-January to 
a 22-point lead in the week after New Hampshire. 
Bush was in a very similar position to McCain 
before New Hampshire, with an 11-point lead 
over Gore, but Bush’s positioning remained static 
after February 1, while McCain’s soared. Now, in 
the most recent poll, this differentiation between 
McCain and Bush’s positioning against Gore has 
accelerated: McCain wins by 24 points, while 
Bush beats Gore by only 5 points. 

Bush’s favorable image in the eyes of Amer¬ 
icans has slipped slightly since New Hampshire, 
declining from 66% in mid-January to 58% in the 
latest survey just completed. McCain’s image, on 
the other hand, jumped significantly in early 
February, after his New Hampshire victory, and 
remains at 65% favorable in this most recent sur¬ 
vey, 7 points higher than Bush’s. Among 
Republicans, Bush leads the Arizona senator as 
first choice for the GOP nomination by 27 points. 
58% to 31 %—exactly the same as last week, be¬ 
fore South Carolina (Alan Keyes gets 3% of the 
Republican choices). 

Attention to the presidential election 
process, it should be noted, continues to rise. 
Forty-one percent of national adults now say that 
they are paying quite a lot of attention to the up¬ 
coming election for president, up from 36% on 
February 14—15, and from 29% last September. 
Based on previous polling, the number ot 
Americans paying close attention to the election 
can be expected to rise to the two-thirds level by 
November. 

FEBRUARY 23 
THE INTERNET 

Interview Dates: 2/20-21/00 
Cm/USA TodaylG allup Poll 
Survey f,GO \ 30031 

Asked of Internet users: Have you ever 

bought any products or paid for any type of 

information or other service on the Into net ? 


Yes 

No 


48% 

52 


Asked of those who bought products or paid 
for information: When you have bought 
something on the Internet, have you ever 
used a credit card, or not ? 

Yes.88% 

No .12 

In general, how much confidence do you have 
that if someone uses a credit card to pay for 
something on the Internet, the credit card 
number will be secure and not stolen or mis¬ 
used in some way—are you completely confi¬ 
dent, veiy confident, somewhat confident, not 
too confident, or not at all confident? 


Completely confident .4% 

Very confident .. 18 

Somewhat confident ..32 

Not too confident.22 

Not at all confident . -24 


Recently there have been some iu iw reports 
about computer hackers try in q to sabotage 
the Internet and make it difficult or impossi¬ 
ble for users to get to some Web sites. How 
closely have you followed these stories — 
very closely , somewhat closely, not too 
closely, or not at all closely? 

Very closely.. ..I 

Somewhat closely .47 

Not too closely. 24 

Not at all closely . 11 


Have the recent problems on the Internet af¬ 
fected you personally, or not ? 



No opinion 


Asked of those affected by recent problems: 
Have you either been delayed in getting to a 
Web site, or been prevented from getting 
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there, because of the recent problems on the 
Internet, or not? 


Yes..81% 

No .18 

No opinion....1 


More generally, would you say these stories 
about computer hackers breaking into Web 
sites have or have not made you less likely to: 

Use the Internet? 

Yes, less likely.20% 

No, not less likelv .. .78 

m 

No opinion..... .2 

Use your credit card to buy products or 
spend money to get information? 


Yes, less likely.47% 

No, not less likely .51 

No opinion ..... .2 


Give personal or financial information on a 
Web site? 


Yes, less likely...51% 

No, not less likely .47 

No opinion.2 


Analysis: According to the latest Gallup Poll, 
conducted February 20-21, there has been a mod¬ 
est increase over the past year in the number of 
Americans who say they have recently used the 
Internet (54%) compared with 47% in November 
1998. Of those who are current users, 72% say 
the Internet has made their lives better, while just 
2% say worse, and another 26% say it has made 
no di (Terence. 

When asked which is a better use of their 
time—surfing the Internet or watching television— 
most users (62%) choose the Internet, while just 
25% say television. However, the percentages are 
reversed when users are asked which they enjoy 
more: 59% say watching television, while 33% say 
surfing the Internet. These responses are consistent 
with the reasons why people say they use the 
Internet—95% to obtain information, 89% to send 


or receive e-mail, 45% for shopping, and 21% to 
visit in chat rooms. 

The poll also shows that recent efforts by 
computer hackers to jam the Internet affected only 
a small proportion of users. Still, many of those 
who were not affected directly say they have be¬ 
come more cautious about providing sensitive in¬ 
formation on the Internet and are now less likely 
to use a credit card for on-line purchases. Two 
weeks ago, Internet hackers virtually closed down 
several Web sites by sending millions of phantom 
users to overload these sites’ capabilities. Among 
Internet users, just 9% were personally affected 
by these actions—either by being prevented from 
getting to the site they wanted to visit, or by being 
delayed in getting there. 

While die rest of the Internet users surveyed 
were not directly affected by these actions, about 
half of all users are now less likely to use their 
credit card for on-line purchases and are also less 
likely to give persona! or financial information on 
a Web site. Another 20% of users say they are 
even less likely to use the Internet at all. 

Among all Internet users, 48% have pur¬ 
chased products or information on the Internet, 
which represents about a fourth of all adults in 
the country. Overwhelmingly, these customers 
have used a credit card to make their purchases, 
presumably in part because the vendors have 
been successful in convincing the public that 
their credit card information can be kept confi¬ 
dential. But this trust is shaky. The poll shows 
that among all Internet users, only 22% feel com¬ 
pletely or very confident that their credit card in¬ 
formation will remain secure, and another 32% 
are “somewhat confident.” However, nearly half 
(46%) are either not too confident (22%) or not at 
all confident (24%). Among those who actually 
have used a credit card on the Internet, confi¬ 
dence is higher; but even among these customers, 
only 44% feel very confident. 

FEBRUARY 23 

“WHO WANTS TO BE A MILLIONAIRE?” 

Interview Dates: 2/14-15/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130027 
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Have you watched the cjttiz show program. 
“Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?” hosted 
by Regis Philbin. or not? 

Yes ....74% 


Asked of those who watched the show: Just 
in your opinion, would you like to see the 
questions used on "Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire? 1 ' become more difficult, be¬ 
come less difficult , or should they remain at 
about the same level of difficulty that they 
are now? 


More difficult..20% 

Less difficult . .3 

Remain the same ...73 

No opinion. 4 


Have you personally tried to call the contes¬ 
tant line to try out to be on "Who Wants to 
Be a Millionaire?" or not? 


Yes.6% 

No ...94 


the findings are broken out along demographic 
lines, the percentage watching appears to be high 
across all segments of society: 

• 77% of women, compared to 71 % of men, 
have watched the show 

• 75% of those who have attended college 

• 74% of those with hjgh-school educations 
or less 

• 81% of those with annual incomes of 
S75,000 or more 

• 74% of those with annual incomes of less 
than $20,000 

• 81% of those living in the Midwest, com¬ 
pared to 69% of those in the East 

The show’s producers are currently in a legal debate 
over the level of difficulty of the questions used. 
The British insurance company that has issued a 
policy that covers some of the show’s million-do liar 
prizes has Tiled a lawsuit claiming that die questions 
and selection process are too easy. However, a ma¬ 
jority of the American viewers believes the process 
is fair. When asked whether the questions should be 
made more difficult, less difficult, or remain at die 
same level, 73% found the current level of difficulty 
acceptable, while only 20% would prefer tougher 
questions. 


Analysis: A new Gallup Poll conducted during 
the all-important February “sweeps” period for 
television ratings found that three out o! four 
Americans (74%) have watched the ABC-TV hit 
Unlike most network programs, which are tar¬ 
geted to reach a specific audience. “Millionaire 
appeals to every demographic group, and Regis 
Philbin 1 s “Is that your final answer?” has become 
a national catchphrase. In fact, a January Gallup 
Poll found that 66% could name Philbin as the 
show’s host—more than could name Jay Leno as 
host of “The Tonight Show.” 

Contestants start the qualifying process with 
a phone call to the show’s toll-free contestant 
line. Gallup interviewers found that 6 percent of 
those polled, or about one out of every twenty 
Americans, have tried to become a contestant on 
“Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?’ However, 
most appear to be content to sit back and watch 
others try their luck, and Gallup’s findings shew 
that millions of people are doing just that. When 


FEBRUARY 24 
DEATH PENALTY 

Interview Dates’ 2/14—15/00 
Gallup Poll News Sen ice 
Survey #GO 130027 

Are you in favor of the death penalty for a 
person convicted of murder? 

No 



Favor 

Oppose 

opinion 

2000 Feb 14-15 

, . .66%' 

28% 

6% 

1999 Feb 8-9 .... 

...71 

22 

7 

1995 May 11-14 

...77 

13 

10 

1 994 Sep 6- 7 - ■ ■ 

..80 

16 

4 

1991 Jun 13—16 .. 

.. .76 

18 

6 

1988 Sep 25-Ocl I 

. ,79 

16 

5 

1988 Sep 9-11 ... 

.. .79 

16 

5 

1986 Jan 10-13 

. .70 

00 

w 

8 

1985 Nov 11-18 - • 

.. .75 

17 

8 
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1985 Jan 11-14,... 

..72 

20 

8 

1981 >an30-Feb2 . 

. .66 

25 

9 

1978 Mar 3-6_ 

. .62 

27 

11 

1976 Apr 9-12 .... 

. .66 

26 

8 

1972Nov 10-13 ... 

..57 

32 

11 

1972 Mar 3-5. 

. .50 

41 

9 

1971 Oct 29-Nov 2 . 

..49 

40 

11 

1969 Jan 23-28 .... 

. .51 

40 

9 

1967 Jun 2-7 . 

..54 

38 

8 

1966 May 19-24 ... 

..42 

47 

11 

1965 Jan 7-12. 

. .45 

43 

12 

1960 Mar 2-7. 

. ,53 

36 

11 

1957 Aug 29-Sep 4. 

. .47 

34 

18 

1956 Mar29-Apr 3 . 

..53 

34 

13 

1953 Nov 1-5 . .... 

. .68 

25 

7 


In your opinion, is the death penalty im¬ 
posed too often today, or not often enough ? 


What do you think should be the penalty for 
murder—the death penalty, or life imprison¬ 
ment with absolutely no possibility of parole? 

It 



Death 

Life 

imprison- 

de¬ 
pends 
< vol.); 
no 


penalty 

merit 

opinion 

2000 Feb 20-21 ... 

. .52% 

37% 

11% 

1999 Feb 8-9* .... 

. .56 

38 

6 

1997 Aug 12-13* .. 

. .61 

29 

10 

1994 June 22. 

. .50 

32 

IS 

1993 Oct 13-18 ... 

..59 

29 

12 

1992 Mar 30-Apr 5 

. .50 

37 

13 

1991 Jun 13-16 ... 

. .53 

35 

11 

1986 Jan 10-13_ 

. .55 

35 

10 

1985 Jan 11-14 .... 

. .56 

34 

10 


Too Not About No 

often enough right (vol ) opinion 

2000 Feb 14-16 .. .26% 60% 5% 9% 

1999 Feb 8-9_25 64 4 7 

How often do you think that a person has 
been sentenced to the death penalty who 
was, in fact, innocent for the crime he or she 
was charged with—do you think this has 
ever happened in the past twenty years, or 
do you think it has never happened? 

Yes, No, never No 

happened happened opinion 

2000 Feb 14-15 .91% 6% 3% 

1999 Feb 11-14 .....82 14 4 

Asked of those who answered “yes”: Just 
your best guess , about what percentage of 
people convicted to ser\ r e the death penalty 
are really innocent? 

Zero... 1% 

1-2.. .23 

3-5. .33 

6-10..14 

11-20.8 

More than 20. . iq 

No opinion. 11 

Mean: 10 


*Based on half sample 

Analysis: Although a significant majority of 
Americans favor the death penalty for persons 
convicted of murder, the percentage has been 
gradually decreasing since its high point in 1994 
and is now, at 66%, at its lowest level since 1981. 
A new Gallup Poll also shows that even those 
who favor the death penalty agree that innocent 
people at least occasionally are given the death 
sentence in error. Additionally, when given an 
explicit alternative to the death penalty—life im¬ 
prisonment with no chance for parole—the per¬ 
centage favoring the death penalty drops but is 
still above 50%. 

Support for the death penalty has varied sig¬ 
nificantly over the years, to some degree coincid¬ 
ing with its legality within the United States and 
the frequency with which it has been imposed. In 
1953, 68% favored the death penalty, a number 
that dropped to as low as 42% in the mid-1960s 
In 1978, a year after capital punishment resumed 
after a number of years in which there were no 
executions in the United States, 62% supported 
the death penalty. That support rose steadily 
through the 1980s before peaking in 1994 when, 
as noted, 80% favored the death penalty in mur¬ 
der cases. Since then, the number has gradually 
decreased to the current 66% favor, 28% opposed 
measured in Gallup’s February 14-15 survey. 
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What are the reasons most frequently given 
by those who favor the death penalty? The 66% 
who favor it were asked to explain why in their 
own words. Their answers are as follows: 

• 46% give reasons that focus on the ,L eye 
for an eye” rationale—that death is the 
only punishment that fits the crime of 
murder, or that it is a fair punishment for 
murder 

• 12% say it saves the taxpayer money 

• 8% say it is a deterrent for other crimes 
and sets an example 

• 5% say die criminal deserves it 

• 4% say that by killing the criminal, it 
keeps him or her from repeating die crime 

• 3% say it is a biblical remedy 

There are significant variations in support 
for the death penalty by demographic and re¬ 
gional categories Support for the death penalty is 
higher among: 

• Men than among women 

• Whites than among nonwhiles 

• Older Americans than among younger 
ones 

• Southerners than among those in the rest 
of the country 

• Those with a high-school education or 
less than among the more highly educated 

• Republicans than among Democrats 

As has been the case for a number of years, the 
percentage who favor the death penalty decreases 
when “life imprisonment with absolutely no pos¬ 
sibility of parole” is given as an alternative In the 
most recent Gallup Poll, only 52% continue to 
favor the death penalty given these choices, while 
37% choose the life imprisonment option and an¬ 
other 11% have no opinion. 

There has been a great deal of controversy 
recently about the issue of innocent people being 
sentenced to death, particularly because of DNA 
tests that can establish innocence in ways not be¬ 
fore possible. The average American is highly 
likely to agree that, in fact, innocent people do get 
sentenced to death: 91% of those polled acknowl¬ 
edge that over the past twenty years, there has 
been at least one person sentenced to deadi who 
was innocent of the crime he or she was charged 
with. In 1995, just 82% agreed with that view. 


(When asked to estimate die percentage of people 
sentenced to death who are really innocent, 
Americans estimate 10% on average.) There is al¬ 
most no difference in this belief between those 
who favor the death penalty and those who do not, 
indicating that a majority favor the ultimate pun¬ 
ishment even while they are aware that innocent 
people are occasionally sentenced to die 


FEBRUARY 25 
CYBER-POLITICS 

Interview Dates: 2/20—21/00 
CNN/USA TodaytQ allup Poll 
Survey f#GO 130031 

Asked of Internet users: Have you person¬ 
ally used the Internet for the following pur¬ 
poses, or not: 

To look up information about the presiden¬ 
tial candidates? 


Yes 



To follow the news about the presidential 
campaign? 


Yes 



To donate money to a presidential candidate ? 




Have you personally been to a presidential 
candidate's Web site on the Internet, or not? 


All in all, do you think that the Internet is 
helping you be a belter voter this year, or 
has it made little difference? 

Yes, helping you ...^ 

Made little difference. ■ - - x 3 

No opinion. ... 


Analysis: Is the Web. in fact, a highly important 
component of the presidential election process 
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this year? A new Gallup Poll suggests that the 
American public may not be ready to answer that 
question with a “yes’’ just yet, To begin, only 
54% report that they have used the Internet at 
home, work, or school in the past thirty days, 
meaning that almost half of the public is Web- 
inactive and probably excluded altogether from 
the candidate.com experience. 

The poll asked those with access to the 
Internet about the different ways in which they 
have used it this year relating to the presidential 
campaign. Only about one in four of those who 
use the Internet say they have used the Web to 
look up information on candidates. Interestingly, 
there is little difference among age groups in use 
of the Web for these purposes: 21% of those over 
65 have used the Internet to look up candidate in¬ 
formation, compared to 25% of those 18-29. 
Another interesting note: 35% of nonwhites with 
Internet access have looked up candidate infor¬ 
mation, compared to 21 % of whites. 

A slightly greater percentage (30% of Inter¬ 
net users) follows campaign news online. Official 
candidate Web sites (those sponsored by the can¬ 
didates themselves) are not nearly as popular— 
just 11 % of Internet users have visited a 
candidate’s official Web site, with the largest per¬ 
centage coming among those with high levels of 
education and income. 

Does the Internet help make for more in¬ 
formed voters? Just 16% of Internet users say 
“yes" when asked, “All in all, do you think that 
the Internet is helping you be a better voter this 
year, or has it made little difference?” 

FEBRUARY 29 

PRESIDENTIAL FRONT-RUNNERS/ 
PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS 

Interview Dates: 2/25-27/00 
CNN/USA 7W«y/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130025 

I’m going to read a list of people who are run¬ 
ning in the Republican primary for president. 
After I read all the names; please tell me which 
of those candidates you would be most likely to 
support for the Republican nomination for 


president—Texas Governor George W, Bush, 
Arizona Senator John McCain, or political 
commentator Alan Keyes ? 


Bush 

Registered 

Republicans 

2000 Feb 25-27 .. .57% 
2000 Feb 20-21 . . .58 
2000 Feb 14-15 . . .58 
2000 Feb 4-6.56 




None; 



other 

1 1'/>/ 1 * 



1 f-T|, J t 

no 

McCain 

Keyes 

opinion 

33% 

4% 

6 % 

31 

3 

8 

31 

3 

8 

34 

3 

7 


Next, I'm going to read a list of people who 
are running in the Democratic primary for 
president. After / read all the names, please 
tell me which of those candidates you would 
be most likely to support for the Democratic 
nomination for president—Vice President Al 
Gore, or former New Jersey Senator Bill 
Bradley? 


Registered 

Democrats 

Gore 

Bradley 

Other 

(voi.); 

no 

opinion 

2000 Feb 25-27 

.65% 

28% 

l c /c 

2000 Feb 20-21 

.67 

26 

1 

2000 Feb 14-15 

.64 

26 

10 

2000 Feb 4-6 .. 

All Democrats 

_65 

24 

11 

1999 Nov 18-21 

.54 

35 

It 

1999 Nov 4-7 .. 

qi # m C. *5 ^ 

33 

9 

1999 Oct 21-24 

.57 

32 

11 

1999 Oct 8-10 . 

.51 

39 

10 

1999 Sep 10-14 

.63 

30 

7 


If Vice President Al Gore were the Demo- 
cratic Party's candidate and Texas Gover¬ 
nor George W. Bush were the Republican 
Party's candidate, whom would you be more 
likely to vote for—Al Gore, the Democrat, or 
George W. Bush, the Republican? [IF UN¬ 
DECIDED: As of today, do you lean more 
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toward Al Gore, the Democrat, or 

George W. 

Bush, the Republican?! 


Other 
(vol.); 



no 

Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Feb 25-27 .43% 

52% 

5% 

2000 Feb 20-21 -45 

50 

5 

2000 Feb 14—15 .45 

50 

5 

2000 Feb 4-6 ...44 

Registered Voters 

53 

3 

2000 Feb 25-27 .44 

51 

5 

2000 Feb 20-21 __44 

51 

5 

2000 Feb 14-15 .46 

48 

6 

2000 Feb 4—6 .45 

51 

4 

If Vice President Al Gore 

■ were 

the Demo- 

cratic Party's candidate cmd Arizona Senator 
John McCain were the Republican Party's 
candidate, whom would you be more likely to 


vote for—Vice President Al Gore, the 
Democrat, or Arizona Senator John McCain, 
the Republican ? [IF UNDECIDED: Aj of 
today, do you lean more toward AI Gore, the 
Democrat, or John McCain, the Republican? I 



Gore 

McCain 

Other 

(vol): 

no 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Feb 25-27 ... 

. .35% 

59% 

6 % 

2000 Feb 20-21 ... 

..35 

59 

6 

2000Feb 14-15 ... 

. .39 

55 

6 

2000 Feb 4-6 . 

..36 

58 

6 

Registered Voters 
2000 Feb 25-27 .. . 

. .39 

54 

7 

2000 Feb 20-21 ... 

. .37 

57 

6 

2000Feb 14-15 ... 

. .42 

51 

7 

2000 Feb 4-6 . 

. .40 

53 

7 


Next, we have a question about the presiden¬ 
tial primary election process by which the 
Republican and Democratic parties deteinmti 
which candidate will be their party's nominee 
for president. Do you believe the pen ties 
should hold open primaries, where any regis¬ 


tered voter can participate in the Republican 
or Democratic Party primary elections: or 
should they hold closed primaries, where only 
members of each party can participate in that 
party's primary election ’’ 

Open primaries .71% 

Closed primaries....26 

No opinion .....3 


Analysis: Despite his stunning double victories in 
Michigan and Arizona, John McCain continues to 
trail George W. Bush by a substantial margin 
among Republicans nationally, little changed since 
a poll conducted immediately after McCain s New 
Hampshire triumph on February 1. According to 
the latest Gallup Poll, conducted February 25-27. 
registered Republicans (including those who 
“lean” to the Republican Puny) prefer Bush over 
McCain by 57% to 33%. essentially unchanged 
from a poll conducted February' 4—6. At the end ot 
January, the Texas governor led McCain by 50 
percentage points. 65% to 15%, double the current 
lead. But the latest poll suggests the’ .he momen¬ 


tum McCain gained out of New Hampshire has not 
continued after a loss in South C L.j * Aina, followed 
by his victories in Michigan and Arizona. 

Even while trailing Bush among Republicans 
nationally, McCain continues to fare much belter 
than Bush against the Democratic front-runner, Al 
Gore. Among likely voters in the 2000 presiden¬ 
tial election. Bush leads Gore by 9 points. 52% to 


•3%. while McCain leads Gore by 24 points. 59% 
t, 35 % This pattern is essentially unchanged 
ince it was first measured in the February 1 4-6 
,oll. after the New Hampshire pnaian'. Prior to 
hat time. McCain and Bush fared equally well 
oainst Gore in the national election contest. 

McCain s strength in the general election 
oniest is related to his popularity among Repub- 
icans, independents, and Democrats, all of whom 
avor the Arizona senator by substantial margins: 
'4% among Republicans. 67% among inde- 
tendenls, and 63% among Democrats. However, 
mon** Republicans, Bush is viewed more 
avorably (85%) than McCain, but is viewed 
onsiderably less favorably among independents 
cntvi mil Democrats (34%). 
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Respondents were asked which they prefer: 
open primaries, where any registered voter can 
participate in the Republican or Democratic Party 
primary elections, or closed primaries, where 
only members of each party can participate in 
that party’s primary election. The poll shows that 
by a margin of 71% to 26%, registered voters 
choose the open primaries. Among solid Re¬ 
publicans, the margin is 58% to 39% in favor, 
compared w'ilh 7S% to 21% among “lean” 
Republicans, and comparably high margins 
among independents and Democrats. 

The advantage to McCain of the open pri¬ 
maries has been demonstrated in New Hamp¬ 
shire, South Carolina, and Michigan where he 
beat Bush handily among independents, while 
generally doing much worse among party regu¬ 
lars. Even in this poll. McCain beats Bush nation¬ 
ally among Republican-leaning independents by 
54% to 41%, but this margin is more than offset 
by Bush’s advantage among regular Republicans, 
who choose the Texas governor by 62% to 27%. 

MARCH 2 
BUSH VS. McCAIN 

Interview Dales: 2/25-27/00 
CNN /USA 7bc/f)v/Gall up Poll 
Survey #GO 130025 


Ratings of Candidates on Twelve Items 


Generally agrees 
with you on the 
issues you care 

Applies 
to Bush, 
not to 
McCain 

Applies 
to McCain, 
not to 
Bush 

Applies 

to 

both. 

neither 

about 

Says one thing and 

32% 

17% 

51% 

does another 

Is sincere and 

21 

25 

54 

authentic 

Goes too far in 
criticizing his 

26 

23 

51 

opponents 

Is a strong and 

24 

26 

50 

decisive leader 

25 

20 

55 


Would work well 
with both parties to 
get things done in 


Washington 

27 

20 

53 

Is a reformer 

29 

26 

45 

Is smug 

26 

23 

51 

Is too close to the 

religious right 

18 

11 

71 

Not a typical politician 

15 

30 

55 

Someone you would 
be proud to have 

as president 

25 

18 

57 

Not a real Republican 

10 

27 

63 


Importance of Personal Characteristics in 
Predicting Candidate Preference 

Impor¬ 

tance 

score* 


Generally agrees with you on the issues 
you care about 100 

Says one tiling and does another 60 

Is sincere and authentic 56 

Goes too lar in criticizing his opponents 55 

Is a strong and decisive leader 54 

Would work well with both parties to get 
things done in Washington 47 

Is a reformer 43 

Is smug 41 

Is too close to the religious right 39 


Not a typical politician Not significant 

Someone you would be proud 
to have as president Not significant 

Not a real Republican Not significant 

*Most important item is scored as 100. A score of 
50 indicates that the item predicts the vote on!> 
half as well as the top item. 

Analysis: Some observers of the race for the 
Republican presidential nomination have sug 
gested that the contest between George W. Bush 
and John McCain is not so much about issues as 
it is about the personal characteristics and truit> 
of the candidates. In part, that view is fostered by 
the two candidates themselves, whose attacks on 
each other seem to focus less on their respective 
issue positions than on each other’s alleged lead¬ 
ership tailings—their “negative ads” and the 
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campaign tactics each is employing to gain voles. 
In fact, the latest Gallup Poll, conducted on 
February 25-27, shows that only about a third 
(36%) of Republican voters say that issues will 
be most important to them in deciding for whom 
to vote, while 50% say that the “leadership skills 
and vision the candidates would have as presi¬ 
dent” are more important. Still, an analysis of ad¬ 
ditional measures included in the same poll 
suggests that, above and beyond a basic division 
between issues and personal characteristics, there 
are other factors that help explain the Republican 
preference for Bush over McCain. 

In the poll, voters were asked to rate both 
candidates on a dozen items. On only three items 
is there at least a 10-poinl difference in the per¬ 
centage of Republicans who say that the item ap¬ 
plies to one candidate and not to the other. The 
differences on these three items range from 15 to 
17 points. On lour other items, there is a differ¬ 
ence of between 5 and 7 points, within the poll’s 
margin of error. These results overall suggest that, 
with few exceptions. Republicans perceive the 
two candidates quite similarly. Indeed, on all ihe 
items, about half or more of the Republican voters 
see no differences between the two candidates. 

A special statistical analysis of voters’ pref¬ 
erences shows that among all of the factors, the 
single most important one in predicting candidate 
choice is how voters respond to the “issues” item. 
Among those who say that only Bush agrees with 
them on the issues, Bush wins by a margin of 
90% to 2%, while among those who say that only 
McCain agrees with them, McCain wins by 91% 
to 4%. Among those who say either that both 
candidates agree with them on the issues (44%) 
or that neither candidate does (7%), Bush beats 
McCain by a margin of 53% to 35%. The poll 
shows that about half each of Bush and McCain 
supporters are willing to admit that they see no 
difference between the candidates. But those who 
do see differences almost totally align iheir vote 
with the candidate whose issue positions are per¬ 
ceived to be similar to their own. 

On some of the other items, voters are not 
nearly as likely to align their positive comments 
with their vote choice. That is the case, for exam¬ 
ple, with the characterization of the candidates as 


“not a typical politician.” McCain is perceived 
that way by 30% of Republican voters compared 
with just 15% who say that about Bush, which 
could suggest a vote advantage for McCain, as¬ 
suming dial “not a typical politician” is a positive 
comment. But the poll shows that even among 
those who think that only McCain is not a typical 
politician. Bush wins by 50% to 43%. These re¬ 
sults show that a substantial number of voters are 
willing to make positive comments about a candi¬ 
date they do not support. 

A summary comparison of the importance of 
all the items in predicting the Republican vote is 
shown. Note that the most important factor—that 
a candidate generally agrees with the voter on the 
issues—is given a score of 100. Each subsequent 
item is given a score that reflects how important 
it is, compared to the top item. For example, the 
item that asks voters to rale Bush and McCain on 
whether each “says one thing and does another” 
is the second most-important factor in predicting 
how Republicans will vote. The statistical analy¬ 
sis shows that the item’s predictive capability is 
only 60% as great as die “issues” item. 

One noteworthy conclusion to be drawn from 
these results is that there are manv factors that con¬ 
tribute to the current GOP electorate's group pref¬ 
erence of Bush over McCain nationally While 
agreement widi the candidates on die issues is die 
single most important item, as reviewed in the dis¬ 
cussion above, there are eight additional items dial 
help predict the vote choice of Republicans, each 
with an impact dial is independent of the other fac¬ 
tors. Most of these items address the personal 
characteristics of the candidates or their presumed 
ability to be an effective president. The last three 
items, when compared with all the others in the 
poll, have no significant predictive capability be¬ 
yond what die others already provide. 

MARCH 8 

CA MPA IGN ISSUES/ECONOMIC 
CONDITIONS AS FACTOR IN 
PRESIDENTIAL RACE 

Interview Dates: 1/13—16/00 
CNN/(/SVt TWuy/Gallup Poll 
Survey AGO 129545 
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We'd like lo know which 

issues will be im- 

Federal policy on 




portant lo you when you vole in this year’s 

crime prevention . 

. .71 

27 

2 

presidential election. As I read each issue, 

The environment,. . 

. .68 

29 

3 

please tell me if it will be extremely impor- 

Race relations .,... 

..56 

36 

8 

tant to your vote, very important, somewhat 

Abortion policy .,.. 

..47 

41 

12 

important, not too important, or not impor- 

Federal spending on 




tant at all: 


the military. 

. .56 

41 

3 

Extremely , 

Somewhat, Not at 

Size and power of 




very 

not too all; no 

the federal 




important 

important opinion 

government . 

..53 

41 

6 

Public education at 


U.S. role in world 




the elementary 


affairs . 

..60 

36 

4 

and high-school 


Campaign finance 




levels .84% 

!■ 14% 2% 

reform .. 

. .34 

55 

11 

Problems of raising 


Foreign trade. 

44 

• »“r 

51 

5 

children in today’s 


Government policies 




culture .77 

20 3 

on gays and 




Cost of health care ...81 

IS 1 

lesbians ... 

. .25 

51 

24 

Number of Americans 






with no health 


How would you rate economic conditions in 

insurance .73 

25 2 

this country today—as excellent, good , only 

Policy on Social 


fair, or poor? 




Security and 


Excellent, 

Only fair, 

No 

Medicare for future 



good 

poor 

opinion 

generations.82 

16 2 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

. .71% 

28% 

1% 

Amount Americans 


1999 Oct 21-24 ... 

..65 

35 


pay in federal 


1999 Sep 10-14 .. . 

..67 

32 

1 

taxes.72 

26 2 

1999 Aug 24-26 ... 

..64 

35 

1 

Moral standards in 


1999Jun4—5 . 

. .74 

26 

* 

the country ..71 

25 4 

1999 Jan 15-17 .... 

..69 

31 

* 

Policy on Social 


1998 Dec 4-6. 

..65 

35 


Security and 


1998 Oct 29-Nov 1 . 

. .66 

33 

1 

Medicare benefits .. .79 

21 

1998 Sep 1 . 

. .65 

34 

1 

Presidential character. 


1998 Mar 20-22 .. . 

..66 

34 

* 

integrity.74 

23 3 

1997 Dec 18-21 ... 

. .48 

50 

2 

The nation’s 


1997 Nov 6-9. 

..58 

42 

* 

economy..81 

IS 1 

1997 May 6-7. 

. .46 

53 

1 

Medical care 


1997 Jan 31-Feb 2 . 

..42 

58 


available in the 


1996 Oct 26-29 .... 

.47 

52 

i 

HMO system ..69 

27 4 

1996 Aug 30- 




Poverty and 


Sep 1 ** .. 

..38 

62 

i 

homelessness ......72 

26 2 

1996Jul 18-21 .... 

..43 

57 

$ 

Gun laws..63 

32 5 

1996 May 9-12.... 

..30 

69 

i 

Federal income tax 


1996 Apr 9-10 . ... 

. .27 

72 

i 

system .70 

28 2 

1996 Mar 15-17 ... 

..33 

66 

i 

How the budget 


1996 Jan 5-7. 

..29 

70 

i 

surplus is dealt 


1995 Nov 6-8. 

. .30 

69 

i 

with .68 

28 4 

1995 May 11-14 ... 

. .29 

70 

i 
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1994 Dec 16-18 .. 

.. .27 

73 

* 

1994 Nov 2-6 .... 

.. .30 

69 

1 

1994 Oct 22-25 .. 

.. .26 

73 

1 

1994Jul 15-17 ... 

...27 

73 

* 

1994 Apr 22-24 .. 

,. .24 

75 

1 

1994 Jan 15-17 ... 

h m 4 r r 

78 

* 

1993 Dec 4-6- 

.21 

78 

1 

1993 Nov 2-4- 

...17 

83 

* 

1993 Aug 8-10 ... 

.. .10 

89 

1 

1993 Jun 29-30 .. 

...15 

84 

1 

1993 Feb 12-14 .. 

.. .14 

85 

1 

1992 Dec 18-20 .. 

.. .18 

81 

1 

1992 Dec 4-6 ... . 

...15 

84 

1 

1992 Oct 23-25 .. 

.. .11 

88 

1 

1992 Sep 11-15 .. 

.. .11 

88 

1 

1992 Aug 31- 
Sep 2** . 

.. .10 

90 

* 

1992 Jun 12-14** 

.. .12 

88 

* 

1992 Apr 9-12** . 

...12 

88 

* 

1992 Jan 3-6 ..... 

...12 

87 

1 

*Less than 1 % 

**Asked of registered voters 

Right now, do you think that economic con- 

ditions in the country as a 

whole are 

getting 

better, or getting worse 7 

Getting 

Getting 

Same 

(vol), 

no 


better 

worse 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10.... 

.. .69% 

23% 

8% 

1999 Oct 21-24 .. 

. ..52 

34 

14 

1999 Sep 10-14 .. 

. ..59 

29 

12 

1999 Aug 24-26 .. 

, * *74 

31 

15 

1999 Jun 4-5 .... 

...60 

27 

13 

1999 Jan 15-17 ... 

. ..63 

28 

9 

1998 Dec 4-6 .... 

.. .52 

38 

10 

1998 Oct 29-Nov 1 

. .51 

38 

11 

1998 Sep 1 . 

.. .45 

41 

14 

1998 Mar 20-22 .. 

.69 

21 

10 

1997 Dec 18-21 .. 

...49 

39 

12 

1997 Nov 6-9 .... 

.. .51 

37 

12 

1997 May 6-7 ... . 

. , .50 

40 

10 

1997 Jan 31-Feb 2 

* * .46 

39 

15 

1996 Oct 26-^9 .. 

. . .50 

38 

12 

1996 Aug 30- 
Sep 1* 

.52 

37 

11 

1996Jul18-21 ... 

.. .43 

46 

11 


1996 May 9-12 

1992 Aug 31- 

. .39 

49 

12 

Sep 2* .. 

. 29 

59 

12 

1992 Aug 10-12* .. 

. .24 

65 

11 

1992 Jun 12-14* .. 

. .28 

61 

11 

1992Apr9-12* ... 

..40 

45 

15 

1992 Mar 20-22* .. 

..37 

51 

12 

1992 Jan 31-Feb 1* 

, 22 

70 

8 

1992 Jan 3-6. 

..22 

71 

7 

1991 Dec. 

. .19 

69 

12 

1991 Sep. 

. .27 

60 

13 

1991 Jul . 

. .34 

51 

15 


* Asked of registered voters 

Economic Outlook 
(Based on National Adults) 


Mixed; 

un - 
desig- 



Positive 

Negative 

i lated 

2000 Jan 7-10 

61% 

15% 

24% 

1999 Oct 21-24 

50 

23 

27 

1999 Sep 10-14 

55 

19 

26 

1999 Aug 24-26 

48 

21 

31 

1999 Jun 4-5 

59 

17 

24 

1999 Jan 15-17 

54 

17 

29 

1998 Dec 4-6 

47 

23 

30 

1998 Oct 29-Nov 1 

47 

22 

31 

1998 Sep 1 

45 

24 

31 

1998 Mar 20-22 

59 

IS 

23 

1997 Dec 18-21 

36 

31 

33 

1997 Nov 6-9 

46 

28 

26 

1997 May 6-7 

38 

36 

26 

1997 Jan 31-Feb 2 

33 

40 

27 

1996 Oct 26-29 

37 

33 

30 

1996 Aug 30-Sep 1 

31 

36 

33 

1996 July 18-21 

32 

40 

28 

1996 May 9-12 

T) 

JH J-fc' 

47 

31 

1992 Aug 31-Sep 2 

7 

66 

27 

1992 Jun 12-14 

8 

65 

27 


Ana lysis: An analysis of Gallup Polls conducted 
at the beginning of the last three presidential elec¬ 
tions suggests that voters rate the U.S. economy 
as a highly important issue to their vote, regard¬ 
less of how they perceive the economy to be per¬ 
forming at the moment. Thus, even with the 
generally robust economic news of the past 
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several years, Gallup Poll data show that 
Americans still rank the economy as one of the 
top issues they will take into account in making 
their presidential voting decisions, just as they 
rated it high in January 1996 and 1992. 

The 1992 presidential election makes an ex¬ 
cellent comparison point. Bill Clinton's campaign 
advisors coined the phrase, “It’s the economy, 
stupid!'' lo help guide his strategy to unseat 
George Bush, based on widespread perceptions 
that the economy was in the dumps. There was 
certainly little disagreement from the public that 
the economy was in bad shape. Gallup’s measure 
of the public's rating of the economy in January 
1992 showed that only 12% rated it as excellent 
or good. At the same time, Americans rated the 
importance of the economy as the No. 1 issue for 
them in the presidential campaign. 

By 1996, the economy had picked up steam. 
The Gallup measure asking the public to rate the 
economy stood at 29% excellent or good in 
January (and rose steadily to 47% by Election 
Day). Still, despite this improved outlook, the 
economy remained near the top of the list of is¬ 
sues when voters were asked about their impor¬ 
tance, just barely behind the rale of violent crime 
in the United States and education. 

This year, the public perceives the economy to 
be in great shape. A January Gallup measure 
showed that 71% rated the economy as excellent or 
good, almost 60 points higher than at the beginning 
of the election year in 1992. Still, despite this im¬ 
pressive figure, voters this year continue to rate “the 
nation’s economy" as one of their top priorities in 
this year’s election, with its importance coming in 
just slightly behind health care and education. 

In short, across all three elections—1992, 
1996, and 200 )—recardless of the real-world 
performance of the economy, Americans have 
rated the presidential candidates’ ability to deal 
with economic concerns as one of their top is¬ 
sues. These findings suggest that if the economy 
is bad, voters want the president to fix it; and if 
the economy is good, they want him lo keep it 
that way. Thus, it would appear that the economy 
has a high probability of being a top-priority 
issue for voters this year, whether or not it stays 
strong or begins to fray at the edges. 


Which candidate has the most to gain from a 
focus by voters on the economy? There are no 
strong front-runners on this issue at this point in 
the campaign. Some might argue that A1 Gore 
would be the natural recipient of strong ratings on 
economic measures, given his status as part of the 
administration under whose tenure the economy 
has been doing so well. But a February Gallup 
Poll shows that Gore does no better than Repub¬ 
lican front-runner George W. Bush when voters 
are asked to rate how well they thought each can¬ 
didate would do in keeping the economy strong. 
About 61% said that Gore would keep the econ¬ 
omy strong, and 58% said the same about Bush, 
essentially equal. Bill Bradley and John McCain 
were both given slightly lower ratings. 


MARCH 10 

PRESIDENTIAL FRONT-RUNNERS/ 
PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS 

Interview Dates: 2/25-27/00 
CNN/t/SA TWay/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130025 

I 'm going to read a list of people who are 
running in the Republican primary for presi¬ 
dent. After I read all the names, please tell me 
which of those candidates you would be most 
likely to support for the Republican nomina¬ 
tion for president—Texas Governor George W 
Bush, Arizona Senator John McCain, or po- 


lit teal commentator Alan Keyes 

? 



Bush 

McCain 

Keyes 

K'ond, 

other 
(voi ); 

no 

opinion 

Registered 

Republicans 

2000 Feb 25-27 . 

. .57% 

33% 

4% 

6% 

2000 Feb 20-21 , 

. .58 

31 

3 

8 

2000 Feb 14-15 . 

. .58 

31 

3 

8 

2000 Feb 4—6 . , , 

. .56 

34 

3 

7 

All Republicans 
1999 Nov 18-21 

..63 

16 

1 

20 

1999 Nov 4-7 .. 

. .68 

12 

2 

IS 
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1999 Oct 21-24 . . .68 

11 

2 19 

1999 Oct 8-10 ...60 

8 

3 

29 

1999 Sep 10-14 ., 62 

5 

1 

32 

If Vice President 

Al Gore 

were the Demo 


era tic Party's candidate and Texas Gover¬ 
nor George VV. Bush were the Republican 
Party's candidate, whom would you he more 
likely to vote far—Al Gore, the Democrat, or 
George W. Bush, the Republican? [IF 
UNDECIDED: /15 of today, do you lean 
more toward Al Gore, the Democrat, or 
George W. Bush, the Republican?! 



Gore 

Bush 

Other 

(voi.); 

no 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Feb 25-27 .. 

,. .43% 

52% 

5% 

2000 Feb 20-21 .. 

.. .45 

50 

5 

2000 Feb 14-15 .. 

.. .45 

50 

5 

2000 Feb -1—6 ... 

. . .44 

53 

3 

Registered Voters 

2000 Feb 25-27 . . 

44 

m, ■ 

51 

5 

2000 Feb 20-21 .. 

44 

B * V 1 V 

51 

5 

2000 Feb 14-15 .. 

.. .46 

48 

6 

2000 Feb 4-6 .... 

.. .45 

51 

4 


If Vice President Al Gore were the Demo¬ 
cratic Party's candidate and Arizona Senator 
John McCain were the Republican Party's 
candidate, whom would you be more likely to 
vote for—Vice President Al Gore, the 
Democrat, or Arizona Senator John McCain, 
the Republican ? [IF UNDECIDED: As of 
today, do you lean more toward Al Gore, the 
Democrat, or John McCain, the Republican ?} 



Gore 

McCain 

< )ther 
(voi): 
no 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Feb 25-27 . .. 

. .35% 

59% 

6% 

2000 Feb 20-21 ... 

. .35 

59 

6 

2000Feb 14-15 ... 

..39 

55 

6 

2000Feb4-6 ..... 

. .36 

58 

6 

Registered Voters 
2000Feb25-27 ... 

. .39 

54 

7 


2000 Feb 20-21 _.37 57 6 

2000 Feb 14-15 .42 51 7 

2000 Feb 4-6 .40 53 7 

Analysis: Arizona Senator John McCain was a rela¬ 
tively unknown figure to Americans a year ago 
when the 2000 presidential campaign began. Bui by 
the lime of his decision to abandon his campaign 
this week, McCain had become the best liked of any 
of the candidates running, and also fared signifi¬ 
cantly better than Republican nominee George W. 
Bush acainst Democrat Al Gore. McCain was never 
able to dent Bush's strong national support among 
Republicans, however, and at the end he was receiv¬ 
ing only about a third of the GOP vote, while Bush 
was attracting close to 6091. 

A Gallup Poll conducted in February 1999 
showed that only 359c knew enough about 
McCain to have an opinion of him. while 65% did 
not. His image among those who knew him was 
positive, however, at 27% favorable, and only 8% 
unfavorable. McCain gained name recognition as 
the campaign progressed. By December 1999, 
68% were able to give an opinion of McCain, and 
afier his 19-pomt victory over Bush in New 
Hampshire on February l of this year, and the 
wave of publicity that followed, McCain’s name 
ID shot up further. In a Feb^ .ary 4-6 poll. 79% 
were able to rate McCain, largely favorably. In 
Gallup’s last poll before Super Tuesday, con¬ 
ducted February 25-27, 84% were able to rate 
him. including 66% whose opinion was favorable. 

In short, McCain's name recognition 
climbed from just about a third of the population 
in February 1999 to well over 80% a year later 
McCain’s final 66% favorable rating, in addition, 
was the highest of any of the four major candi¬ 
dates tested in the late February poll, above that 
of Bush, Gore, and Bill Bradley. McCain had 
over the course of the year risen from relative ob¬ 
scurity to become the best liked of any candidate 
running for president. 

The problem for McCain was his inability to 
translate his generally positive image into GOP 
votes, despite the gradual winnowing down of the 
Republican field. When Gallup first included 
McCain in the list of candidates from whom 
Republicans were asked to choose their favorite. 
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in April 1999, there were a total of seven politi¬ 
cians on the list: Bush, McCain, Steve Forbes, 
Gary Bauer, Elizabeth Dole, Dan Quayle, and Pat 
Buchanan. Bush received 53% of the vote at that 
point; Dole was second with 16%, and McCain 
was mired in single-digit territory with the rest cr 
the candidates at only 5% of the vote. 

As Elizabeth Dole, and then others, dropped 
out of the race, McCain began to clirab in the 
eyes of Republicans: and by late October, he had 
moved into second place, although Bush still 
dominated By the beginning of the new year. 
McCain was receiving 18% of the registered 
Republican vote against Bush’s 63%. In the last 
poll before New Hampshire. McCain received 
15%. still far behind Bush’s 65% but in a clear 
second place ahead of Forbes. 

McCain’s stock among Republicans nation¬ 
ally rose sharply after New Hampshire, as would 
be expected given his significant and highly pub¬ 
licized win over Bush in the Granite State. In the 
First poll among national Republicans conducted 
after New Hampshire, on February 4-6, it was 
Bush 56% and McCain 34%. That 22-point gap 
was as dose as McCain was to come. 

The Republican support levels, however, did 
not reflect the broad appeal that McCain managed 
to acquire among independents and Democrats. In 
four separate general election polls conducted 
after New Hampshire during the month of 
February', McCain consistently out polled Bush in 
trial heals against Gore among likely November 
voters. McCain beat Gore by 22, 16, 24, and 24 
points in the four polls, while Bush was beating 
Gore only by 9, 5. 5, and 9 points in the same 
polls. The reason for the McCain edge was be¬ 
cause he not only held onto the Republican vote 
but also attracted significantly more independent 
and Democratic votes than Bush. 

MARCH 13 
U.S. CENSUS 

Interview Dates: 2/25-27/00 
CNN/USA 7Way/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130025 

Were you aware that your household will be 

receiving in the mail sometime soon a gov¬ 


ernment questionnaire to Jill out for the y ear 
2000 Census? 


Yes, aware 


74% 


Do you plan to fill out the Census question¬ 
naire and send it back ? 

Yes, plan to fill out .. 95 % 

Do von believe the Census Bureau when it 
says the information you give about yourself 
will be kept confidential, or do you think the 
Census Bureau will share the information 
with other government agencies like the 
Internal Revenue Service? 


Yes, believe 
Do not believe .. 
No opinion 


.. .43% 
.. .50 
... .7 


Do you think the Census Bureau will be able 
to protect the information you gave about 
yourself, or do you think computer hackers 
will be able to get that information ? 


Yes, will protect... .32% 

No, will not...60 

No opinion ...8 


Do you think it really matters whether \ on 
fill out the questionnaire, or not? 

Yes, it matters.... .82% 

No, it does not ..... 16 

No opinion .......- 


Do you think the Census is useful, or do you 
think it’s a waste of money? 


Useful.83% 

Waste of money.14 

No opinion.3 


Have you happened to see any television ods 
in recent weeks by the Census, encouraging 
citizens to return their Census forms , of 
have you not seen these ads ? 


Yes, have seen 
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Analysis: Although the majority of Americans 
are skeptical that the information they provide in 
the forthcoming U.S. Census will be kept confi¬ 
dential, almost all nevertheless say they plan to 
participate and fill out their Census forms, mid 
think the Census is a useful process. The official 
head-count dale for the constitutionally mandated 
decennial U.S. Census is April I. The process has 
already started, however, and as forms are being 
mailed out on Monday. March 13, Census takers 
will begin the process of counting Americans in 
hard-to-reach areas such as Indian reservations 
and rural locations. 

The Census Bureau has been promoting par¬ 
ticipation in the Census through ads in newspa¬ 
pers and on television. A little more than a third 
of Americans reported having seen such ads on 
television as of a CNN IUSA TodaylGuUup Pol! 
conducted February 25—27. However, 74% of 
those polled at that time were aware of the fact 
that they would be receiving the government 
questionnaire to fill out for the year 2000 Census. 
And, in what must be encouraging news for those 
running the Census. 96% of those interviewed in 
the survey plan on filling out the questionnaire 
and sending it back. In short, there are apparently 
very few Americans who have philosophical or 
practical objections to the Census process. A 
somewhat smaller, but still substantial percentage 
(83%) agree that the Census is useful, and about 
the same number say that it really matters that 
they fill out the Census questionnaire. 

The Census Bureau is very careful to point 
out in its promotional materials that "By law, the 
Census Bureau cannot share your answers with 
the IRS, FBI, Welfare, Immigration, or any other 
government agency.” The Bureau goes on to state 
that no court of law, nor even the president him¬ 
self, can have access to Census information. A 
significant number of Americans don’t buy into 
this privacy pledge, however. In fact, only 43% 
believe the Census Bureau’s claims about confi¬ 
dentiality, Exactly half say that despite the law. 
the Census Bureau will end up sharing the mfoi- 
mation with other government agencies such as 
the Internal Revenue Service. 

Paradoxically, despite this skepticism, almost 
all Americans say they will be tilling out the 


forms anyway. Ninety-five percent of those who 
doubt that their data will be kept private still say 
that they will mail their forms back in, little differ¬ 
ent from those who believe the government’s 
claims of privacy. Recent publicity about major 
computer hackings and invasions of Internet sites 
have apparently done nothing to encourage 
Americans to feel that their data will he safe from 
hackers attempting to get into Census Bureau com¬ 
puters. Only 32% say that the Census Bureau will 
be able to protect Census information from hack¬ 
ers; 60% say that hackers will be able to get the 
information. 

MARCH 14 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS 

Interview Dates: 3/10-12/00 
Cm/USA Today /Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130217 

If Vice President Al Gore were the Demo¬ 
cratic Party's candidate and Texas Governor 
George W. Bush were the Republican Party's 
candidate, whom would you be more likely to 
vote for—AI Gore, the Democrat, or George W 
Bush, the Republican ? [II UNDECIDED; Av 
of today, do you lean more toward Al Gore, 
the Democrat, or C orge IT. Bush, the 
Republican ?} 


Likely Voters 

2000 Mar 10-12 ... 

Gore 

.43% 

Bush 

49% 

Other 
(vol.); 
no 

opinion 

8% 

2000 Feb 25-27 ... 

. .43 

52 

5 

2000 Feb 20-21 ... 

..45 

50 

5 

2000 Feb 14-15 ... 

. 45 

50 

5 

2000 Feb 4-6 - 

. 44 

53 

3 

Registered Voters 
2000 Mar 10-12 

. .44 

49 

7 

/ 

2000 Feb 25-27 ... 

. .44 

51 

5 

2000 Feb 20-21 ... 

. .44 

51 

5 

2000 Feb 14-15 , . 

. .46 

48 

6 

2000 Feb 4— 6 . 

..45 

51 

4 

National Adults 

1999 Nov 18-21 ... 

. .39 

56 

5 

1999 Nov 4-7. 

..40 

55 

5 
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1999 Oct 21-24 

..., ,43 

52 

5 

1999 Oct 8-10 . 

.40 

56 

4 

1999 Sep 23-26 

.37 

55 

8 


Now suppose that the year 2000 presidential 
election were being held today, and it included AI 
Gore as the Democratic candidate, George IV. 
Bush as the Republican candidate, and political 
commentator Pat Buchanan as the Reform Party 
candidate. Would you vote for Al Gore, the 
Democrat; Geoige W. Bush , the Republican; or 
Pat Buchanan, the Reform Party candidate? [IF 
UNSURE: As of today, do you lean toward Al 
Gore, the Democrat; George IV. Bush, the 
Republican; or Pat Buchanan, (he Reform Party 
candidate?] 



Gore 

Bush 

Buchanan, 

no 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Mar 10-12 ... 

. .43% 

47% 

6% 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

..42 

50 

5 

Registered Voters 
2000 Mar 10-12 ... 

44 

# # T 1 

45 

5 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

. .41 

49 

6 

National Adults 
1999 Oct 21-24 ... 

..42 

48 

5 

1999 Oct 8-10 .... 

..38 

51 

9 

1999 Sep 23-26 ... 

,.37 

49 

9 


Previous McCain Supporters’ 
Choice for President 
(Based on Likely Voters) 


Bush 

50% 

Gore 

42 

Unsure 

8 

Bush 

47 

Gore 

41 

Buchanan 

7 

Unsure 

5 


Asked of non-Gore voters: Is there any 
chance you would vote for Al Gore in the 
November election, or is there no chance 
whatsoever that you would vote for him? 
Asked of non-Bush voters: Is there any 


chance you would vote for George W. Bush in 
the November election, or is there no chance 
whatsoever that you would vote for him ? 


Gore Voter Group Summary 
(Based on Likely Voters) 



2000 

2000 

2000 


Mar 

Jan 

Jan 


10-12 

17-19 

7-10 

Strong Gore 

34% 

29% 

32% 

Weak Gore 

9 

12 

11 

Potential Gore 

15 

14 

13 

No chance 
whatsoever 

42 

45 

44 


Bush Voter Group Summary 


(Based on Likely Voters) 



2000 

2000 

2000 


Mar 

Jan 

Jan 


10-12 

17-19 

7-10 

Strong Bush 

41% 

43% 

41% 

Weak Bush 

9 

10 

10 

Potential Bush 

13 

15 

15 

No chance 
whatsoever 

37 

32 

34 


Regardless of whom you support, and trying 
to be as objective as possible, who do you 
think will win the election in November—Al 
Gore, or George W. Bush? 

Other: 

no 

Gore Bush opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Mar 10-12 _39% 47% 

National Adults 

2000 Mar 10-12 .38 48 14 

Analysis: The Super Tuesday primary elections 
are now history, and the race for president ha 
been winnowed to two major party candidates—- 
Texas Governor George W. Bush and ^' CL 
President Al Gore. A new CNN/USA Today 
Gallup Poll shows that Bush continues to tea 
Gore by a slim 49% to 43% margin among ■ 
November voters, a gap generally consistent vvi 
trial heat matchups from earlier this year. Thes 
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results suggest that no major shakeup in the struc¬ 
ture of the race has occurred with the withdrawal 
of Bill Bradley and the suspension of the cam¬ 
paign of John McCain. With possible Reform 
Parry nominee Pat Buchanan included in the mix. 
Bush still leads Gore, 47% to 43%, with 
Buchanan registering only 6% support. 

The biggest development coming out of 
Super Tuesday was McCain’s decision to sus¬ 
pend his campaign. Throughout the primary sea¬ 
son, he attracted support from a broad range of 
the electorate. As a result of his appeal to inde¬ 
pendents and Democrats, McCain held a wider 
lead over Gore than did Bush. Now that his cam¬ 
paign is over, one big question remains: How will 
previous McCain supporters sort themselves out? 
The new poll shows that Bush gains a few more 
of McCain’s supporters than does Gore, but not 
by a large margin. Among likely voters who ad¬ 
mitted they were previously supporting McCain 
for president, 50% now say they would vole for 
Bush, while 42% are now siding with Gore in a 
two-way race (8% are unsure). In a three-way 
matchup including Buchanan, previous McCain 
supporters still prefer Bush (47%) to Gore (41% ) 

with Buchanan a distant third (7%). 

How likely is Bush to maintain his slim 
lead? The new poll asked voters about the level 
of commitment to their preterred candidate 
Among Bush voters, 42% said there was no 
chance whatsoever” that they would vote or 
Gore in November, while 15% said it was possi¬ 
ble they might switch their loyalties to Gore. 
Gore voters are slightly less certain in them 
choice; 37% say there is no chance they would 
vote for Bush in the general election, but 13 h say 
there is a possibility they might vots or 
Texas governor. Examining this information in 
combination with preferences in the tna 
matchup, we can gauge the strength of support 
for each candidate. About foui in ten voters 
(41%) can be considered “strong" Bush support¬ 
ers (prefer Bush now and would not vote or 
Gore), 9% are “weak” Bush supporters (preter 
Bush but may vote for Gore), 13% are potenlta 
Bush supporters (prefer Gore but may v0tl % 
Bush), and 37% can be ruled out (support 
and would not vote for Bush). Gore has 


strong support than Bush (34%), and nearly the 
same amount of weak (9%) and potential support 
(15%) that Bush has This analysis suggests that 
the election result will be determined by which 
candidate can win over the 20-25% of voters 
who do not strongly support one candidate or the 

other. 

Finally, it is interesting to note that Bush, in 
addition to owning his slight lead over Gore 
among likely voters, also has a perceptual edge as 
a winner. Among U.S. adults, a near majority say 
that they expect that Bush will emerge victorious 
in November (48%), while only 38% think Gore 

will do so. 

MARCH 14 

CONFIDENCE IN U.S. ECONOMY 

Interview' Dates: 3/10-12/00 
CNN/f/54 Today/ Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130217 

In your opinion, is the recent volatility in the 
stock market, including the drop in the Dow 
Jones average, the normal type of fluctua¬ 
tion to be expected and not a sign of a long¬ 
term change in the infection of the market, 
or is it a sign of a significant and long-term 
downturn in the market 9 

<v>% 

Normal fluctuation. 

* 00 

Downturn. 

Neither; other.~ 

No opinion .. 

Do you personally, or jointly with a spouse, 
have any money invested in the stock market 
right now either m an individual stock, a stock 
mutual fund, or in a self-directed 401(k) or 

IRA? 

Yes 

Al CJ- 

2000 Mar .. 

fi 1 

2000 Jan 7-10 ... 

1999 Oct 21-24 .. ... 

1999 Sep 10-14. . . 

1999 Jun 4-5 ... 

1999 Apr 30-May 2 ..... . 5 
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■ » ■ m 9 


+ 1 * 


b » 


1999 Mar 12-14 
1998 Sep 1 .... 



Have rising interest rates affected your deci¬ 
sion to buy a house, automobile, or anything 
else that would require a loan? 


Yes. 

No . 

No opinion 


24% 

75 

.1 


Asked of those who answered “yes": As a 
result of rising interest rates, did you decide 
to buy a less expensive item, or did you de¬ 
cide to postpone your purchase? 


Buy less expensive hem ... .. 13% 

Postpone purchase .....SI 

Neither; other; no opinion.6 


As you may know, gasoline prices have risen 
to record highs in some parts of the country 
Do you think the current rise in gas prices 
represents a temporary fluctuation in prices, 
or a more permanent change in prices? 


Temporary...,.. .63% 

More permanent...34 

No opinion...3 


Looking ahead to one month from now, do 
you think gas prices at that time will be 
higher than they are today, about the same, 
or lower than they are today? 


Higher ..74% 

About the same .16 

Lower.9 

No opinion.1 


Analysis: A new CNN!USA Today/GaNup Poll 
finds that American investors do not appear to re¬ 
gard the volatility in the stock market as indica¬ 
tive of a major downturn in the market, but 
instead view it as a more normal fluctuation. In 
all, 61% have some type of investment in the 
market, whether in individual stocks, mutual 
funds, or retirement funds. Among that group, 
72% consider the latest round of market ups and 
downs to be a “normal fluctuation" and not a sign 
of a coming bear market. 

On another economic front, almost one in 
four (24%) say the Federal Reserve’s recent deci¬ 
sions to raise interest rates have affected their 
plans to buy homes or other big-ticket items that 
require financing. Of those, 81% decided to post¬ 
pone their purchase until interest rates stabilize, 
while 13% decided to buy a less expensive home 
or automobile. The rest (75%) say that so far the 
increase in interest rates has not affected their 
purchasing behavior. 

MARCH 15 
GASOLINE PRICES 

Interview Dates: 3/10-12/00 
CNN/U5A TodayI Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130217 


Looking ahead to six months from now, do 
you think gas prices at that time will be 
higher than they are today, about the same, 
or lower than they are today? 


Higher. 

About the same 

Lower. 

No opinion 



Have recent price increases in gasoline 
caused any financial hardship for you or 
your household? 


Yes, caused hardship 
No, not hardship 


2000 

2000 

Mar 

Feb 

10-12 

14-15* 

..41% 

40% 

..59 

60 


^Question wording: Have recent price increases m 
gasoline, diesel fuel, and home fiiel oil caused an) 
financial hardship for you or your household? 


Thinking about the household you live m. l ‘ ,} 
you or does anyone in your household ov 11 " 
sports util it) 1 vehicle? 


Yes 
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If the price of gas goes to $2.00 per gallon 
this summer, would that cause you to drive 
less than you might have otherwise, or not? 

Yes, drive less.. &5% 

No. not drive less.. 33 

No opinion .*. 

Analysis: Retail U.S. gas prices have risen 
steadily over the past nine weeks to a record high 
of $L57 per gallon, and pump prices are now 55 
cents higher than one year ago. But according to 
a new Gallup survey, the public seems generally 
optimistic that these prices won’t last. Nearly 
two-thirds of Americans (63%) say that current 
gas price hikes represent only a temporary fluctu¬ 
ation in prices. Just 34% think it signals a more 
permanent change. 

Despite this optimism, Americans do not ex¬ 
pect the reversal in gasoline prices to occur soon. 
When asked where they expect prices to be one 
month from now, nearly three in four (74%) say 
they will be even higher than they are today, 
while just 9% say they will be lower. When asked 
to look ahead six months, only 37% think prices 
will be higher, while a nearly equal proportion 
(34%) say they will be lower. However, another 
26% expect prices to be about the same in six 
months as they are today, meaning the majority 

believes prices will still be high 

Already, 41% report that the rise in ^.a. 

prices has caused tinancial hardship foi them 
selves or their household. Not surprising > , t 
number affected varies according to house o 
income. More than half ot those earning less t lan 
$20,000 per year (55%) say gas prices have 
caused them hardship. That ligure drops to ~ 
among those earning between S20.000 an 
$50,000, and to 30% among those earning 

$50,000 and over. . , 

Sports utility vehicles, typically high on fu 
consumption, may be particularly expensive 
operate in the current price environment, u 
cause of the relatively high incomes 0 | 10 ^ e _ 

drive them, SUV owners are no more Likely 
the public at large to say that the price me ^ 
has caused them financial hardship. ^ ° . 

thirds of all Americans, SUV and non 


ers alike, say they would be compelled to drive 
less if the price of gas goes to $2.00 per gallon 
this summer, as some industry analysts predict. 


MARCH 16 

GORE AND “THE CLINTON FACTOR” 

Interview Dales: January through March 

Analysis: The theory that A1 Gore’s presidential 
campaign may be hurt by the vice president’s 
dose association with President Bill Clinton has 
been widely discussed almost since the Monica 
Lewinsky scandal became public in early 1998. 
Both Gore and Texas Governor George W. Bush 
seem to recognize this fact—Gore by immediately 
addressing the issue in his first televised debate 
with Bill Bradley, and subsequently by saying that 
while Clinton made a mistake, “the people" want 
to move on to other issues; and Bush, by con¬ 
stantly referring to the corruption in the “Clinton- 
Gore" administration, is careful to ensure that 
Gore is not seen as separate from the president. 

A special analysis of Gallup Poll results 
among likely voters in January, and again in 
February-March, suggests that “the Clinton fac¬ 
tor” may indeed be significantly hurting Gore s 
campaign, and that the net effect is about 8 per¬ 
centage points in the difference between Gore s 
and Bush’s support. That difference is enough to 
change the race from one in which Bush currently 
enjoys a slight, though significant, lead of 6 
points to one that would give Gore the lead by 2 

points—essentially a tie. 

In several previous Gallup surveys, voters 

were asked whether or not Gore's dose lies to 
Clinton made them feel less favorable toward 
Gore, and about three out of ten voters said 
“ves ’’ But this question, while indicating some 
problem for the vice president, could not provide 
a precise estimate of how much potential elec¬ 
toral support Gore was losing to Bush. 

A different way to identify poiential loss ol 

support for Gore involves asking respondents 
whether they approve or disapprove ot Clinton s 
,ob performance, and then whether they approve 
or disapprove of Clinton "as a person. Overall. 
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both in January and again in die two most recent 
Gallup Polls, about six in ten voters said they ap¬ 
proved of Clinton's job performance, but about 
half of those then said they disapproved of 
Clinton as a person, Gallup identifies this latter 
group as the “disaffected Clinton supporters”— 
Americans who support the president in his offi¬ 
cial capacity but dislike his personal behavior. 

The emergence of this “disaffected” group is 
an unusual situation in American politics, and has 
almost certainly been caused by the Clinton im¬ 
peachment scandal in 1998-99. By contrast, in 
the 1980s, President Ronald Reagan’s ratings “as 
a person” were significantly higher than his job 
performance ratings, even when the latter were in 
the same range as Clinton's ratings are today. In 
three of the polls about Reagan between 1981 and 
1988, for example, hts job approval ratings were 
above the 60% level, similar to Clinton’s ratings 
now—and in each of those polls, Reagan's ap¬ 
proval “as a person” was between 16 and 17 
points higher than his job performance rating, at 
about the 80% level. 

Another indication that Clinton’s situation 
may be unique is provided by the comparison of 
similar ratings for Hillary Rodham Clinton and 
for Vice President Gore. Over the past two years, 
when Gore and, separately, Hillary Clinton were 
rated overall, and then “as a person,” there were 
no differences in the two ratings for each one. In 
the same polls, similar ratings for the president 
did produce the “disaffected” group noted above. 
While neither Gore nor Hillary Clinton received 
higher ratings "as a person” than the overall rat¬ 
ings, as did Reagan, they clearly did not get 
lower ratings, as did Clinton, 

The existence of this disaffected group of 
Clinton supporters appears to be related to Gore's 
trailing Bush in the polls, despite what should be 
considerable advantages for Gore—being part of 
an administration that is in office during what 
many Americans call the best economic condi¬ 
tions they have ever experienced, and during a 
time when there is an absence of major overseas 
entanglements or foreign wars. But, for the disaf¬ 
fected group, perceptions of Clinton’s moral 
lapses have apparently tainted their perceptions 
of the vice president. 


A special statistical analysis of these voters 
that takes into account their party identification 
shows that both in January, and again in February- 
March, they constitute a significant drag on 
Gore’s support. The analysis further suggests that 
these voters, who approve of Clinton's job perfor¬ 
mance but disapprove of Clinton as a person, arc, 
on average, 8 points less likely to support Gore 
over Bush than are voters who both approve of 
Clinton's job performance and approve of Clinton 
as a person. If these disaffected voters gave posi¬ 
tive marks to Clinton on both dimensions (as was 
the case for Reagan, and is currently the case for 
Hillary Clinton and Gore), Gore’s election stand¬ 
ing would likely be improved. The analysis also 
shows that these disaffected Clinton supporters 
are particularly likely to give Gore low ratings on 
a “moral climate” dimension in comparison with 
Bush, lending support to the idea that their dis¬ 
taste for Clinton’s personal behavior has affected 
their perceptions of Gore. 

Of course, there are many other issues and 
personal characteristics of the candidates that help 
explain the overall presidential vote; and as the 
campaign proceeds, it may be that "the Clinton 
factor” recedes in importance. For now, however. 
Clinton’s personal behavior appears to be a major 
influence on the race—something that Bush will 
try to exploit, and Gore will try to minimize. 

MARCH 20 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEAT/ 

GORE VS. BUSH: LEADERSHIP 
QUALITIES 

Interview Dates: 3/10-12/00 
CNN/CSA Todayf Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130217 

If Vice President Al Gore were the Dem<>- 
cratic Party's candidate and Texas Governor 
George W. Bush were the Republican Party s 
candidate, whom would you he more likely to 
vote for—Al Gore, the Democrat, or George U 
Bush, the Republican? [IF UNDECIDED A' 
of today, do you lean more toward A! Gore , 
the Democrat, or George W. Bush , the 
Republican ? J 
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Other; 




no 


Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

Likely Voters 
2000 Mar 10-12 

_43% 

49% 

8% 

2000 Feb 25-27 

, ... .43 

52 

5 

2000 Feb 20-21 

t * * f .45 

50 

5 

2000 Feb 14-15 

.... .45 

50 

5 

2000 Feb 4-6 . 

.44 

53 

3 

2000 Jan 17-19 . 

.42 

53 

5 

2000 Jan 13-16 . 

.38 

57 

5 

2000 Jan 7-10 .. 

.43 

52 

5 


Thinking about the following characteristics 
and qualities, please say whether you think 
each one applies or doesn ‘t apply to Al Gore. 


Shares your values? 


2000 

2000 

1999 

Mar 

Jan 

Sep 

10-12 

17-19 

10-14 

Applies.. .53% 

51 % 

52% 

Doesn’t apply.42 

39 

41 

No opinion .5 

10 

7 

Cares about the needs of people like you? 

2000 

2000 

1999 

Mar 

Jan 

Sep 

10-12 

17-19 

10-14 

Applies.60% 

59% 

61% 

Doesn’t apply .... .35 

33 

33 

No opinion .5 

8 

6 

Is a strong and decisive 

leader ' 


2000 

2000 

2000 

Mar 

Feb 

Jan 

10-12 

*/— 0 

17-19 

Applies ... .52% 

45% 

42% 

Doesn’t apply.42 

48 

47 

No opinion ..6 

7 

11 


Generally agrees 

with you on the iss 

ues you 

care about ? 




2000 

1999 


Mar 

Mat 


10-12 

12-14 

Applies. 

.. .54% 

54% 

Doesn’t apply. 

42 

, »*• * , « - ® * * ** 

40 

6 

No opinion .. 

.. 4 


Someone you would be proud to 

have as 

president? 

2000 

1999 

1997 

Mar 

Mar 

Sep 

10-12 

12-14 

10-11* 

Applies.50% 

53% 

43% 

Doesn’t apply .......45 

42 

45 

No opinion ..5 

5 

12 

*CNN/7ime poll 

Can manage the government effectiv 

ely ? 

2000 

2000 

1999 

Mar 

Jan 

Sep 

10-12 

17-19 

10-14 

Applies.57% 

52% 

53% 

Doesn’t apply.. 34 

37 

40 

No opinion .9 

11 

7 

Has a vision for the country 

v future 

9 


2000 

2000 


Mar 

Jan 


10-12 

17-19 

Applies. . 

.73% 

67% 

Doesn’t apply. 

22 

25 

No opinion.. 

p .5 

8 

Honest and trustworthy * 

2000 

l r 0 

PJ99 

Mar 

Sep 

Jan 

10-12 

10-12 

22-24 

Applies -.61% 

63% 

69% 

Doesn't apply.32 

31 

23 

No opinion.7 

6 

S 

Inspires confidence, } 


2000 

2000 


Mar 

Jan 


10-12 

17-19 

Applies.- • ■ *. 

. .49% 

44% 

Doesn’t apply. 

. .41 

47 

No opinion . . 

. .4 

9 

Has the knowledge necessar 

v to he pi 

esidt /it ‘ 

Applies .. 


... .77% 

Doesn’t apply.- 


, .. 20 

No opinion. - * • 


jt 

[fits strong moral chiiractci 

’’J 


2000 

2000 

IW9 

Mar 

Jan 

Sep 

10-12 

J7-19 

“) / 1 j 1 » 

Applies . .. -70% 

70% 

61% 
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Doesn’t apply.24 20 6 

No opinion* .6 10 14 

*CNN/77me poll 


Characteristics and Qualities 
(“Applies” to Each Candidate) 


Is a strong and 

Bush 

Gore 

Net for 
Bush 

decisive leader 

Can manage the 
government 

63% 

52% 

+11 

effectively 

64 

57 

+7 

Inspires confidence 
Has strong moral 

56 

49 

+7 

character 

Someone you would 
be proud to have 

74 

70 

+4 

as president 

Honest and 

53 

50 

+3 

trustworthy 

64 

61 

+3 

Shares your values 
Generally agrees with 
you on the issues 

52 

53 

-1 

you care about 

Has a vision for the 

49 

54 

-5 

country’s future 

Has the knowledge 
necessary to be 

68 

73 

-5 

president 

Cares about the needs 

71 

77 

-6 

of people like you 

51 

60 

-9 


Thinking about the following characteristics 
and qualities, please say whether you think each 
one applies or doesn 7 apply to George W. 
Bush: 


Shares your values? 



2000 

2000 

1999 


Mar 

Jan 

Sep 


10-12 

17-19 

10-14 

Applies .. 

... .52% 

55% 

56% 

Doesn't apply ... 

.. ..41 

32 

34 

No opinion . 

.7 

13 

10 


Cares about the needs of people like you ? 



2000 

2000 

1999 


Mar 

Jan 

Sep 


10-12 

17-19 

10-14 

Applies . .. 

.. .51% 

56% 

59% 

Doesn’t apply .... 

.. ,42 

33 

32 

No opinion ...... 

7 

* * I f / 

11 

9 

Is a strong and decisive leader? 



2000 

2000 

1999 


Mar 

Feb 

Feb 


10-12 

25-27 

20-21 

Applies .. 

. . .63% 

61 % 

58% 

Doesn’t apply .... 

...30 

32 

33 

No opinion ...... 

... .1 

7 

9 

Generally agrees with you 

o/i the 

issues you 

care about? 

2000 

2000 

1999 


Mar 

Feb 

Mar 


10-12 

25-27 

12-14 

Applies. 

.. .49% 

51% 

54% 

Doesn’t apply .,., 

...44 

41 

35 

No opinion . 

... .7 

8 

11 


Someone you would be proud to have as 


president? 

2000 

2000 

1999 


Mar 

Feb 

Mar 


10-12 

25-27 

12-14 

Applies. 

.... .53% 

52% 

63% 

Doesn’t apply .. 

.... .42 

41 

28 

No opinion .... 

5 

7 

9 

Can manage the government effectively? 


2000 

2000 

1999 


Mar 

Jan 

Sep 


10-12 

17-19 

10-14 

Applies. 

.64% 

66% 

72% 

Doesn’t apply .. 

.28 

22 

19 

No opinion .... 

Q 

* + * + * 

12 

9 

Has a vision for the country 

's future? 

2000 


2000 

2000 


Mar 

Feb 

Jan 


10-12 

20-21 

17-19 

Applies. 

.... .68% 

61% 

71% 

Doesn’t apply .. 

_27 

31 

20 

No opinion ... 

.5 

8 

9 
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Honest and trustworthy? 



2000 

1999 


Mar 

Sep 


10-12 

10-12 

Applies *■***■ ,*.,*„*. 

.64% 

62% 

Doesn’t apply. 

...28 

29 

No opinion.. 

.8 

9 

Inspires confidence ? 


2000 

2000 


Mar 

Jan 


10-12 

17-19 

Applies Iil) ia.>*«>>pi 

.56% 

60% 

Doesn't apply. 

.37 

29 

No opinion.. 

.7 

11 

Has the knowledge necessary to he , 

president? 

Applies. 


. . .71% 

Doesn’t apply ... 

»*#***■■•#-■■* 

.25 

No opinion.. 


.4 

Has strong moral character? 



2000 

2000 


Mar 

Jan 


10-12 

17-19 

Applies. 

.74% 

70% 

Doesn’t apply. 

.^0 

17 

No opinion .... 

.6 

13 

Regardless of which presidential 

candidate 

you support, please 

tell me if you flunk At 

Gore or George IK. 

Bush would better han- 

die each of the following issues: 


The economy? 


2000 

1999 


Mar 

Jttn 


10-12 

11-13 

Gore. 

.. .46% 

35% 

Bush. . 

..45 

55 

Same (vol.); no opinion . 

.9 

10 

Foreign affairs? 

2000 

1999 


Mar 

Jun 


iO-12 

11-IS 

Gore . . . . . 

.. .46% 

36% 

Bush. 

.44 

53 

Same (vol.); no opinion . 

.10 

1) 


The gun issue 9 

Gore... 

Bush .. 

Same (vol.); no opinion 



The environment? 

Gore.. 

Bush.. 

Same (vol.); no opinion 


.59% 

.31 

.10 


Education ? 

Gore... 

Bush. 

Same (vol.); no opinion 


... .48% 
... .41 
... 11 


Taxes? 

Gore. ,41 % 

Bush. 4S 

Same (vol.); no opinion .. .11 


Health care * 

Gore.. 

Bush... 

Same (vol); no opinion ... 



The problems of raising children in today 's 
culture? 

Gore.,.46% 

Bush.. *.40 

Same (vol.), no opinion ..14 


Improving the country's moral climate? 


Gore . 


Same (vol.); no opinion .. 


.39% 

.49 

.12 


Social Security and Medicare ’ 

Gore. .... . 

Bush.. 

Same (vol.), no opinion. 


. .49% 

.40 

.It 


Representing the interests of women ' 
Gore .. 

Bush . 

Same (vol ); no opinion. ... 


. 56 '; 
2S 
.16 
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Ensuring that the next generation can live 

Protecting ordinary 




better than their parents? 


Americans against 




Gor *«*****+*****■*•-**■***■•*■ 

.41% 

invasions of their 




Bush.. 

.45 

privacy 

47 

41 

+6 

Same (vol.); no opinion. 

r i . < *14 

Ensuring that the next 






generation can live 




Ensuring that a poor person can 

get ahead 

better than their 




by working hard? 


parents 

45 

41 

+4 

Gore... 

.50% 

The economy 

45 

46 

-1 

Bush.. 

.37 

Foreign affairs 

44 

46 

-2 

Same (vol.); no opinion.... 

.13 

The gun issue 

42 

44 

-2 



Campaign finance 




Protecting ordinary Americans against inva- 

reform 

38 

43 

-5 

sions of their privacy? 


The problems of 




Gore .... 

.41% 

raising children in 




Bush.......... 

.47 

today’s culture 

40 

46 

-6 

Same (vol.); no opinion. 

_1? 

Education 

41 

48 

-7 



Social Security and 




Campaign finance reform? 


Medicare 

40 

49 

-9 


Gore .. .43% 

Bush.38 

Same (vol.); no opinion.19 

Crime? 

Gore... .37% 

Bush.... .51 

Same (vol.); no opinion. 12 


Rising price of gasoline and fuel oil* 


Gore Strengtlis 

Ensuring that a poor 
person can get 
ahead by working 


hard 

37 

50 

-13 

Health care 

34 

54 

-20 

The environment 

31 

59 

-28 

Representing the 
interests of women 

28 

56 

-28 


Gore ....... ................ .........36 

Bush....43 


Same (vol.); no opinion .. .....21 


Which Candidate Can Better 
Handle Each Issue? 
(Issue Comparison) 



Bush 

Gore 


Bush Strengths 

Crime 

51% 

37% 

+14 

Improving the 
country’s moral 
climate 

49 

39 

+10 

Closely Matched 

Taxes 

48 

41 

+7 

Rising price of 
gasoline and fuel oil 

43 

36 

+7 


Which of the following do you think will he 
most important to you when you decide 
whom to vote for—where the candidates 
stand on issues that matter to you, or the 
leadership skills and vision that you think 
the candidates would have as president? 

Both; 



Stand 

Leadership 

neither: 


on 

skdls and 

no 

Likely Voters 

issues 

vision 

opinion 

2000 Mar 10-12 

.38% 

50% 

12% 

2000 Feb 4-6 .. 

.39 

48 

13 

2000 Jan 17-19 . 

.37 

44 

19 

2000 Jan 13-16 . 

.39 

47 

14 

2000 Jan 7-10 .. 

.36 

51 

13 


Analysis: With till other serious contenders out of 
the way, the race for president between George W. 
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Bush and Al Gore is down to a single-digit mar- 
sin, with 49% of likely voters supporting Bush and 
43% backing Gore. The race also looks tight from 
the perspective of the personal images of both can¬ 
didates. According to the latest CNN/(/SA 
TodayfGal\up Poll, conducted March 10-12, only 
a handful of percentage points separates die two 
men when Americans rale them on such important 
characteristics as having “strong moral character," 
“a vision for the country's future," and “the 
knowledge necessary to be president." 

The distinctions are not much greater when 
issues, rather than personal qualities, are exam¬ 
ined. When asked to compare the two candidates 
on a variety of issues facing the country, respon¬ 
dents see Gore as the one who can better handle 
several typically Democratic issues and con¬ 
stituencies: women, the environment, health care, 
and the poor. Bush stands out as better able to 
handle two typically Republican issues: crime 
and die country' s moral climate. But on most is¬ 
sues tested, including several emerging as central 
to this year’s political campaign—the economy, 
education, and campaign finance reform—the 
candidates are closely matched. 

Gallup asked Americans to evaluate Gore 
and Bush separately on eleven personal character¬ 
istics and qualities. The dilference in their image 
scores is less than 10 percentage points lor ten of 
the eleven items tested. On only one quality, is a 
strong and decisive leader." does Bush lead Gore 
by double digits, with 63% saying this phrase ap¬ 
plies to Bush and 52% saying it applies to Gore 
By slim margins of just 7 points. Bush is also 
rated higher than Gore on two other leadership- 
oriented qualities: being able to “manage the gov¬ 
ernment effectively" and “inspiring confidence. 

Gore’s strongest quality is one that 
Democratic candidates traditionally score '.veil 
on: caring about the needs of “people like you. 
However, Gore’s advantage on this over Bush is 
only 9 points, 60% vs. 51%. The gap is even 
smaller in one area in which Gore might hope to 
distinguish himself from the Texas governor 
having the knowledge necessary to be president 
Here a large majority consider both candidates to 
be knowledgeable, although Gore has a slight 
edge, 77% vs. 71% Similarly, despite Repub¬ 


lican attempts to tar Gore with Clinton's image 
problems, Bush leads Gore by only 3 points on 
being "honest and trustworthy," 64% vs. 61%. 

In the same survey, Gallup tested seventeen 
issues facing the country, asking respondents to 
say whether Bush or Gore would belter handle 
each as president. Similar to the persona! quality 
ratings, the results are indicative of a highly com¬ 
petitive race. Americans are about equally di¬ 
vided in their perceptions of which candidate can 
do the better job dealing with the economy. The 
candidates are also equally matched on several 
other issues that are emeigmg as important—it 
not to the American people, at least to the cam¬ 
paigns, Among others, these include foreign af¬ 
fairs, guns, campaign finance reform, and 
education. 

Stronger distinctions that may prove impor¬ 
tant are evident on die issues ot crime and health 
care, with Busli clearly preferred on the former 
and Gore on the latter. Bush is also chosen as the 
candidate more likely to improve th.' country 's 
moral climate But if the 1996 election, in which 
Bob Dole ouLscored Bill Clinton on this dimen¬ 
sion. is any indication, this may not be (he most 
helpful distinction for Bush Similarly, Gore 
outscores Bush by wide margins as being better 
able to handle issues related to the environment, 
the poor, and women. However, diese are tradi¬ 
tional Democratic strengths that Gore would be 
expected to do well on, and they may not ulti¬ 
mately be critical factors in the election. 

Which of all of these issues w ill be most im¬ 
portant as the year’s campaign progresses? A 
January Gallup Poll found that Americans rate 
education. Social Security and Medicare, health 
care, and the economy as among the most impor¬ 
tant in evaluating the candidates However, in the 
current survey, when asked more broadly about 
die influences on their vote, a majority say that a 
candidate’s leadership skills and \ ision arc metre 
important than his stands on the issues. 

The new poll suggests that Gore lias an ad 
vantage over Bush on several ol the key issues, 
but that Bush has a clear lead over Gore on lead¬ 
ership That may explain why Bush currently 
leads Gore in the race for president and helps de¬ 
fine the campaign playing tie Id 
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MARCH 21 

THE JONBENET RAMSEY CASE 

Interview Dates: 3/17-19/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey ^GO 130219 

How closely have you followed (he news 
about the murder of JonBenet Ramsey, the 
child beauty queen from Boulder, Colorado — 
very closely, somewhat closely, not too 
closely, or not at all? 



2000 

1997 


Mar 

Nov 


17-19 

6-9 

Very closely.. 

.12% 

17% 

Somewhat closely .. - 

.46 

45 

Not too closely. 

.30 

27 

Not at all... 

.12 

10 

No opinion. 

* 

1 

♦Less than 1 % 




Do you think the case involving the murder of 
JonBenet Ramsey will ever be solved, or not? 



2000 

1997 

1997 


Mar 

Dec 

Nov 


17-19 

18-21 

6-9 

Yes .... 

.... .24% 

31% 

32% 

No. 

.66 

58 

56 

No opinion . 

.10 

11 

12 


Just your opinion, 

who do you think killed 

JonBenet Ramsey ? 

2000 

1997 


Mar 

Nov 


17-19 

6-9 

Mother .. 

.17% 

17% 

Father. 

.11 

19 

Both parents. 

..30 

35 

Brother.-.. 

.9 

3 

Disgruntled employee . 

1 

* a ■ ■ r # i ■ P-L 

* 

Total stranger. 

..5 

1 

One of the parents .,.. 


2 

Family member. 


12 

Acquaintance .. 

* — 

3 

Other . 

__19 

2 

No opinion. 

.8 

6 

♦Less than 1 % 




Based on what you know and have seen in 
the news, how do you feel toward John and 
Patsy Ramsey, the parents of JonBenet 
Ramsey—very sympathetic, somewhat sym¬ 
pathetic, somewhat unsympathetic, or very 
unsympathetic? 

Very sympathetic ... 10% 

Somewhat sympathetic .34 

Somewhat unsympathetic .25 

Very unsympathetic ... .21 

No opinion.«..... .10 

Analysis; A new Gallup Poll finds that two out 
of three Americans (66%) believe the JonBenet 
Ramsey case will never be closed. This repre¬ 
sents a slight increase in pessimism—two Gallup 
Polls, conducted in November and December ol 
1997, found that about 57% of those polled be¬ 
lieved the case would never be solved. 

The Ramsey case, with its lurid tabloid 
headlines, has become a source of fascination for 
many Americans. Fifty-eight percent told Gallup 
interviewers they still follow the case closely, 
down slightly from a 61% finding in the Novem¬ 
ber 1997 poll. Women are more likely than men 
to be following the case, 62% to 53%; and de¬ 
spite the fact that the murder took place in 
Colorado, 63% of those living in the East are 
closely following it—slightly higher than in other 

regions of the country. 

From the beginning, John and Patsy Ramsey 
have been considered suspects in the murder, by 
both police and the news media. Despite the fact 
that a grand jury refused to indict them last year, 
prosecutors still say the parents remain under an 
umbrella of suspicion”—a cloud that led them to 
write a book published last week, The Death of 
Innocence, and to give extensive interviews to 
ABC and NBC. 

At this point, the poll shows that the public 
is split down the middle in terms of its sympathy 
for the Ramseys. Forty-four percent of those 
polled consider themselves “very or somewhat 
sympathetic” to the parents, compared to 46% 
who are “very or somewhat unsympathetic. 

One-third of those polled have an opinion 
about who committed the murder, and among that 


88 


THE GALLUP POLL 


croup, the Ramseys lead the list of potential sus¬ 
pects. Thirty percent of those who have an opin¬ 
ion about the murder say both parents were 
responsible, while 17% blame Patsy Ramsey and 
11 % blame John Ramsey, separately. The 
Ramseys maintain that an intruder or a total 
stranger was responsible, but only 5% of those 
who express an opinion about the likely suspects 
agree with that possibility. Another third of those 
who have an opinion about the murder say that 
someone else did it, including a “total stranger" 
or a “disgruntled employee.” 


MARCH 22 

PAKISTAN AND INDIA 
AS NUCLEAR THREATS 

Interview Dates: 3/17—19/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130219 

/ am going to read you a list of countries 
some of which have, and some of which do 
not have, nuclear weapons, Ax / read each 
one, please tell me whether you dunk pos¬ 
session of nuclear weapons by that country 
would pose a serious threat to world peace, 

or not: 


India ? 

Yes, serious threat 
No, not serious .. 
No opinion. 


... .39% 
... .55 



Pakistan ? 

Yes, serious threat ... /C 

XT - ^0 

No, not serious ... 

No opinion ....^ 

Now / am going to read you a list of > oitntiics 
some of which have, and some of whu h do not 
have, nuclear weapons. As I read each one, 
please tell me whether you think possession i 
nuclear weapons by that country would post t 
serious threat to the United States, or not 


India 7 


Yes, serious threat.,39% 

No. not serious. 55 

No opinion. 6 

Pakistan ? 

Yes, serious threat..65% 

No. not serious. 29 

No opinion.6 


For each of the following countries, please 
describe your view of the relationship be¬ 
tween that country and the United States — 
would you say it is an ally , friendly but not 
an ally, unfriendly but not an enemy, an 
enemy of the United States, or haven't you 
heard enough about that to say: 

India ? 

Ally .14% 

Friendly, not ally.35 

Unfriendly, not enemy.. -.13 

Enemy ...3 

Haven’t heard enough to say .. 37 

No opinion.. 

♦Less than 1% 


Pakistan 7 


Ally —.... 

Friendly, not ally. 

Unfriendly, not enemy.- *.37 

Enemy... ■ ' . 

Haven’t heard enough to say .....41 

No opinion. . 

*Less than I % 

Now, l would hke your overall opinion of 
some foreign countries. Is your overall opin¬ 
ion very favorable, mostly favorable, mostly 
unfavorable, or very unfavorable of: 

India ? 

Very' favorable.. , ' 

Mostly favorable . 
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Mostly unfavorable ..30 

Very unfavorable...8 

bio opinion ...........................15 

Pakistan ? 

Very favorable. .2% 

Mostly favorable.. 19 

Mostly unfavorable. .39 

Very unfavorable .. -20 

No opinion. 20 

Analysis: A new poll, conducted March 17—19, 
shows that a majority of Americans believe that 
both India’s and Pakistan's nuclear weapons ca¬ 
pabilities pose a serious threat to world peace. 
However, Americans believe the threat is greater 
from Pakistan than from India. Nearly three out 
of four (72%) say that Pakistan’s nuclear capaci¬ 
ties represent a worldwide threat, while 54% say 
the same in reference to India. 

Americans are not as inclined to think that 
these countries pose serious threats to the United 
States itself as they do to the world. The poll shows 
that Pakistan is seen as a nuclear threat to the 
United Stales by 65%, compared to 39% who feel 
that way about India. On the other hand, a majority 
(55%) think India’s possessing nuclear weapons is 
not a serious threat to the United States. 

Americans’ views about the threat India and 
Pakistan represent are probably influenced by the 
public’s perceptions about each nation. Because 
India is a democracy, Americans may view it 
more favorably than they view Pakistan, which is 
currently ruled by a military government. The 
poll data bear this out—47% hold a favorable 
opinion of Indta and 38% have an unfavorable 
one (15% have no opinion). On the other hand, 
only 21% have a favorable opinion of Pakistan, 
compared with 59% who have an unlavorable 
view of that country (20% have no opinion), 

The Gallup Poll also included questions that 
asked Americans how they view the U.S. rela¬ 
tionship with each nation. When Americans are 
asked if Pakistan is an ally, friendly, unfriendly, 
or an enemy of the United States, the balance ol 
opinion is negative. Only 17% see Pakistan as an 
ally or friend (2% and 15%, respectively), while 


42% see it as unfriendly or an enemy (27% and 
15%). By contrast, 49% of Americans consider 
India an ally or friendly (14% and 35%, respec¬ 
tively) compared to just 14% who view it as un¬ 
friendly or an enemy (12% and 2%). It is 
important to point out, too, that substantial num¬ 
bers of Americans admit they do not know 
enough to make a judgment on the relationship of 
either country with the United States (37% for 
India and 41% for Pakistan). 

MARCH 22 

AWARENESS OF LIKELY 
PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEES 

Interview Dates: 3/17-19/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130219 


Knowledge of Candidates 
(Bush vs. Gore) 



Know 

Know 



both 

only 

Know 

candidates 

one 

neither 

Total 

66% 

14% 

20% 

Republican 

80 

11 

9 

Leaning Republican 

58 

15 

28 

Democrat 

68 

17 

15 

Leaning Democrat 

64 

14 

22 

Independent 

39 

14 

47 

Men 

72 

13 

15 

Women 

61 

15 

24 

18-29 Years Old 

45 

22 

33 

30-49 Years Old 

67 

13 

20 

50-64 Years Old 

79 

S 

13 

65 Years and Older 

71 

14 

15 


People Who Can Name Both Bush and Gore 
as Their Respective Party’s Nominee 
(Compared by Education and 
Household Income) 



Under 

$20,000- 



$20,000 

$49,999 

and i’ 11 

High School or Less 

45% 

50% 

70 ( 

Some College 

68 

63 

7o 

A "1 

College Graduate 

75 

85 
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Analysis: Despite intense media coverage of the 
recent presidential primaries, one in five Americans 
cannot name either George W. Bush as the likely 
Republican nominee or A1 Gore as the likely 
Democratic nominee for president According to a 
Gallup Poll conducted March 17-19, less than a 
week after both candidates had clinched enough 
delegates to win their respective party’s nomina¬ 
tion. just two-thirds (66%) could correctly name 
both candidates when asked in an open-ended for¬ 
mat. An additional 8% could name Bush only and 
6% could name Gore only, while 20% were not 
able to name either candidate. 

Americans who were unable to name the 
two front-runners did not mistakenly assume that 
John McCain was the Republican nominee and 
Bill Bradley the Democratic nominee. Just 2% 
named McCain and 1% named Bradley as the 
likely winners of their party’s nomination 
Instead, people who could not name Bush and 
Gore mostly did not have any idea about who the 
nominees are likely to be. Just 5% guessed some¬ 
one other than the correct person in each party, 
including McCain and Bradley, while 20% ex¬ 
pressed ignorance o! die Republican nominee and 
23% had no idea who the Democratic nominee 
might be. 

Awareness of the two candidates is highly 
related to strength of party identification, with 
people who identify with a party more likely to 
name the candidates than people who only lean to 
a party, or people who reject either party label. 
As shown in the table above. 80% of Republicans 
and 68% of Democrats could name both candi¬ 
dates. Among those who “lean" to cither party 
about six in ten can name both candidates—5S% 
of leaning Republicans and 64% of leaning 
Democrats. However, among people v-ho do not 
identify with either parly, who think ol them¬ 
selves as independents and do not lean toward ei¬ 
ther the Republican or Democratic Party, only 
39% can name both candidates, while 47% can 
name neither. 

The data show the differences in awareness 
ol the candidates compared by gender and age 
Males are more likely than females lo know that 
Bush and Gore are the likely nominees ot the two 
major political parlies. Among die youngest 


group those under the age of 30. less than half 
can name both Bush and McCain, compared with 
two-thirds of those in the 36 -49 age range, al- 
most eight in ten of the pre-retirement group, and 
seven in ten of those who are 65 or older. 

Knowledge of the candidates is also highly 
related to both income and education. Not surpn^ 
ingly, education is the more important factor, with 
college-educated Americans considerably more 
likely than those with a high-school education or 
less to name the two nominees. But income is 
also—and independently—related to awareness of 
the candidates, suggesting that the greater the eco¬ 
nomic pressures on a family, die less likely people 
are to pay attention to politics and the news, re¬ 
gardless of their level of education. 

MARCH 23 
CHINA TRADE PACT 

Interview Dates: 3/17-19/00 
Gallup Poll News Sen ice 
Survey #GO 130219 

/ would like sour uerall opinion of some 
foreign countries. Is your overall opinion 
ver\ favorable, mostly favorable. mosil\ un¬ 
favorable. or very unfavorable oj 

Taiwan? 


Very, 

t\ fasti \\ 


mostly 

\ erv 

No 

fa\ arable 

unfh\'t f ruble 

opine u 

2000 Mar 17-19 .. .47% 

31% 

16% 

1996 Mar 8-10. . --59 

23 

IS 

1985 Feb 22-Mar 3 - 44 

39 

17 

1979 Sep .-63 

20 

16 

China ’ 

Wn\ 

Mostly. 


mostly 

Vcrv 

At / 

favorable 

unta\ifinhl< 

opinua 

2000 Mar 17-19 .35% 

569? 


1999 May 7-9.38 

56 

6 

1999 Mar 12-13-34 

59 


1999 Feb 8-9 .39 

50 

11 

1998 Jul 7-8 ..... 44 

57 

t) 


VI 


r\VO 1 HOI \NI> 


















1998 Jun 22-28 ... 

. .39 

51 

10 

1997 Jun 26-29 ... 

. .33 

50 

17 

1996 Mar 8-10 .. .. 

. .39 

51 

10 

1994 Feb ^6-28 ... 

. .40 

53 

7 

1993 Nov 15-16 ... 

. .41 

51 

8 

1991 Mar 14-17 ... 

. .35 

53 

12 

19S9 Aug 10—13 ... 

..34 

54 

12 

1989 Feb 28-Mar 2. 

..72 

13 

15 

19S5 Feb 22-Mar 3 

. .38 

51 

11 

1979 Sep. 

. .64 

25 

10 


possession of nuclear weapons by that couth 
try would pose a serious threat to world 
peace, or not: 

Taiwan ? 

Yes, serious threat ...44% 

No, not serious.48 

No opinion...8 

China? 


For each of the following countries, please 
describe your view of the relationship be¬ 
tween that country and the United States — 
would you say it is an ally, friendly but not 
an ally, unfriendly but not an enemy, an 
enemy of the United States, or haven’t you 
heard enough about that to say: 

Taiwan ? 


Ally .......27% 

Friendly, not ally .. 26 

Unfriendly, not enemy.8 

Enemy ..,. ,3 

Haven’t heard enough to say; no opinion .. .36 

China? 


Ally ..4% 

Friendly, not ally.....24 

Unfriendly, not enemy...32 

Enemy .21 

Haven’t heard enough to say; no opinion . . ,19 


Do you favor or oppose the recent agree¬ 
ment between the United States and China 
that would allow China to join the World 
Trade Organization ? 


Favor . 

Oppose 
No opinion . 


.48% 

.38 


Now, / am going to read you a list of coun¬ 
tries some of which have, and some of which 
do not have, nuclear weapons. As / read 
each one, please tell me whether you think 


Yes, senous threat..81% 

No, not senous ,.,,16 

No opinion...3 

Now, I am going to read you a list of coun¬ 
tries some of which have, and some of which 
do not have, nuclear weapons. As / read 
each one, please tell me whether you think 
possession of nuclear weapons by that coun¬ 
try would pose a senous threat to the United 
Stares, or not: 


Taiwan ? 


Yes, serious threat..39% 

No, not serious .......56 


No opinion... ,,.,,.,.,...5 

China? 

Yes, serious threat..78% 

No, not serious ..18 

No opinion. 4 


Analysis: By a margin of 48% lo 38%, Ameri¬ 
cans support the recent agreement between the 
United States and China that would allow China 
to join the World Trade Organization. Still, they 
continue to express mostly an unfavorable view 
of that country, and more than half see China as 
unfriendly to the United States. According to the 
latest Gallup Poll, only 35% have a favorable 
opinion of China, while 56% say their opinion is 
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unfavorable. And when asked about the diplo¬ 
matic relationship between the United States and 
China, just 28% say the Communist coumry is on 
friendly terms with the United States, while 53% 
say it is unfriendly. 

Americans also see China, a country with 
nuclear weapons, as a potential threat to both the 
United States in particular and to world peace in 
general. When asked how much of a threat China 
would be if it had nuclear weapons, 78% say 
China would be a serious threat to the United 
States, and 81% say China would be a serious 
threat to world peace. 

While the public's feelings toward China do 
not seem to be strongly related to party affilia¬ 
tion, support for the possible trade agreement 
with China does elicit greater support from 
Democrats than from Republicans, a reflection of 
the partisan differences among political leaders in 
Congress. The GOP rank and file is evenly di¬ 
vided over the issue, with 44% in favor and 45% 
opposed, while independents support the agree¬ 
ment by 48% to 36%, and Democrats support it 
by an even greater margin of 53% to 33%. 

The issue of trade with China appears to di¬ 
vide the generations even more than it divides the 
parties. Americans 65 years of age or older op¬ 
pose the agreement by 45% to 34%, while those 
under 30 years of age support it by a striking 61 % 
to 26% margin. The intermediate age groups sup¬ 
port the agreement by 7-10 points. 

In the past couple of weeks, China has made 
threatening remarks toward Taiwan over the re¬ 
cent Taiwanese elections won by a party that has 
been committed lo independence from China. But 
by a margin of 52% to 37%, Americans say the 
United Stales should not use its military power to 
help defend Taiwan in die case of an attack Irom 
the mainland. 


MARCH 23 
RELIGION 

Interview Dates: 3/17-19/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130219 


How important would you say religion is in 
your own life—very important, fairly impor¬ 
tant, or not very important? 


2000 Mar 17-19 

Very 

important 

.. ..61% 

Fairly 

important 

27% 

Not 

very 

impor¬ 

tant; 

no 

opinion 

12% 

1999 Dec 9-12 .. 

....61 

27 

12 

1999 Apr 30-May 

2 ..58 

30 

12 

1998 Jun 22-23 , 

... .62 

25 

13 

1998 Jan J6-1S . . 

... .59 

29 

12 

1997 Nov 6-9 .. 

... .58 

28 

14 

1997 Aug 12-13 

... .62 

27 

1 1 

1997 Mar 24-26 . 

....61 

27 

12 

1996 Nov 21-24 . 

... .58 

27 

15 

1996 Sep 3-5 .. . 

.. 55 

31 

14 

1996 Jun 27-30 

....51 

26 

17 

1995 Dec 15-18 . 

... .60 

2S 

12 

1995 Aug 28-30 . 

58 

30 

12 

1995 May 11-14 . 

,, * *56 

30 

14 

1994 Dec 16-18 

... .60 

28 

12 

1994 Jun 25-28 . 

... .55 

30 

15 

1994 Mar 28-30 . 

.. .59 

29 

12 

1993 Mar 12-14 . 

....59 

32 

9 

1992 Nov 20-22 

... .59 

28 

13 

1992 Apr. 

... .58 

29 

13 

1991 Nov . 

... .55 

29 

16 

1991 May .. .. 

... .57 

30 

13 

1991 Mar . . .. 

... .55 

29 

16 

1991 Feb 7-10 . 

... 60 

29 

11 

1991 Jan 30-Feb 2 

.. .63 

28 

9 

1990 Jun... 

. .. .58 

29 

13 

1989 . 

... .55 

30 

15 

1988 .. 

., .54 

31 

15 

1987 . 

... .53 

32 

15 

1986 . • 

... 55 

30 

15 

1985 . 

... 55 

31 

14 

1984 . 

... .56 

30 

14 

1983 ... 

. .. .56 

30 

14 

1982 . 

... .56 

30 

14 

1981 . 

.. - *56 

29 

15 

1980 . 

... .55 

31 

14 

1978 . .. 

_ 52 

37 

16 

1965 .. 

. .. .70 


8 
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Do you happen to be a member of a church 
or synagogue? 


Vc.s' 


2000 Mar 17-19. 

.68% 

IQQQTVrQ P . 


1999 Apr 30-May 2. 

..71 

1998 Jun T> ~>3 . 

.70 

1998 Jan 16-18 .... 

.67 

1997 Aug 12-13 . 

.68 

1997 Mar 24-26. 

.67 

1996 Nov 21 24 . 


1996 Sep 3-5... 

.65 

1996 Jun 27 30 . 

.64 

1995 Dec 15 18. 

.71 

1995 Sep 22-24 ... 

.66 

1995 Aug 28-30 . 

. .. .69 

1995 May 11-14. 

.69 

1994 Dec 16-18. 

.67 

1994 Jun 25-28 . 


1994 Mar 28-30 .. . 

....70 

1993 Jun .... 


1993 Mar. 

.71 

1992Nov... 

.70 

1992 Apr. 

.71 

1991 Nov . 

.69 

1991 May. 

.69 

1991 Mar. 

.66 

1991 Feb . 

.67 

1990 Jun. 


1989 . 

.68 

1988 . 


1987 ... 


1985 . 


1983 ,. B .,,, f. .. 

69 

• i < • i * i i t « 

1QR? 

1 jr U 1 JLa * * ft ■ « f- ■ P- * # ■ ■ m 

******»*«■« '*67 

1979 . 


1976 ... 

71 

1965 . 


1952 . 


1947 . 


1944 ... 


1940 . 


1937 . 

r > * ■ * * i * *»,73 



2000 Mar 17-19... 

1999 Dec 9-12. 

1999 Apr 30-May 2. 

1998 Jun 22—23 .. ■ ■ * • 

1998 Jan 16-18 . 

1997 Aug 12-13 .. ■ ■ 

1997 Mar 24-26.. 

1996 Nov 21-24 . 

1996 Sep 3-5. 

1996 Jun 27-30 . 

1995 Dec 15-18... 

1995 Aug 28-30 . 

1995 May 11-14 . 

1994 Dec 16-18.. 

1994 Jun 25-28 . 

1994 Mar 28-30.. 

1993 Jun. 

1993 Mar ... 

1992 Nov.. 

1992 Apr.*. 

1991 Nov..... 

1991 May. ..... 

1991 Mar. 

1990 Jun ... 

1989 . 


,,... .44% 

.45 

.40 

40 

«*>»-** 4 ■ 'Jr 

.39 

35 

■ft ft * ft P ■ 

.43 

.39 

.37 

.38 

.44 

.42 

.41 

.38 

.40 

.48 

.38 

.41 

.40 

.41 

.41 

.43 

.43 

40 

t f Pr « a « I 

.43 


1988 

1987 

1985 

1983 


1982 . 

1981 .. 

1979 ............ 

1972 . 

1969 __ 

1967 . 

1962 .. 

Tnco 

1957 . 

1955 

* A fc-A fttaA i | i ft « K ■ * M P m 

1954 

* -t* 1 1 ■ w ¥ ■ ■ t* H m v P P 


1950 




1940 ... 
1939 ... 


..42 
. .40 
..42 


41 

41 


..40 
. .40 
..42 
. .43 
. .46 



. .47 



37 



Did you, yourself, happen to attend church 
or synagogue in the last seven days, or not? 


How often do you attend church or 
synagogue—at least once a week, almost every 
week, about once a month, seldom, or never? 
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Once a 


Seldom, 


week; 

About 

never; 

almost every 

once a 

no 


week 

month 

opinion 

2000 Mar 17-19 ,.. 

. .47% 

13% 

40% 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

..44 

13 

42 

1999 Dec 9-12- 

. .48 

16 

36 

1999 Sep 23-26 ,.. 

. .39 

13 

47 

1999 Sep 10-14 ... 

. .44 

14 

41 

1999 Apr 30-May 2 . 

..44 

18 

37 

1998Jun22-23 ... 

. .45 

19 

35 

1998 Jan 16-18_ 

. .44 

15 

40 

1997 Aug 12-13 ... 

..41 

17 

41 

1997 Mar 24-26 ... 

. .43 

17 

39 

1996 Nov 21-24 ... 

. .39 

17 

43 

1996 Sep 3-5 . 

..41 

16 

42 

1996 Jun 27-30 ... 

. .40 

13 

47 

1996Jan 12-15 .... 

. .45 

15 

39 

1995Dec 15-18 . .. 

. .45 

16 

38 

1995 Sep 22-24 ... 

. .44 

14 

42 

1995 Aug 28-30 ... 

. .43 

17 

39 

1995 May 11-14 . ,. 

. .42 

17 

41 

1994 Dec 16-18 ... 

. .42 

16 

42 

1994Jun25-28 ... 

. .46 

17 

37 

1994Mar28-30 ... 

..50 

16 

34 

1992 Sep 11-15 ... 

. .44 

15 

40 

1992 Jan 3-6. 

. .40 

15 

45 

Do you believe 

that religio 

n can < 

answer all 

or most of today's problem: 

i, or that religion 

is largely old-fashioned and out of date ? 


Can 

Out of 

No 


answer 

date 

opinion 

2000 Mar 17-19 . ,. 

. .66% 

21% 

13% 

1999 Dec 9-12 .... 

..68 

19 

13 

1999 Apr 30-May 2 

. .66 

21 

13 

1998Jun22-23 ... 

. .63 

20 

17 

1998 Jan 16-18 .... 

..67 

20 

13 

1997 Aug 12-13 ... 

. .66 

20 

14 

1997 Mar 24-26 . .. 

. .61 

20 

19 

1995 Dec 15-18 .,. 

. .6! 

21 

IS 

1994 Jun 25-28 ... 

. .59 

23 

18 

1994 Mar 28-30 ... 

. .64 

20 

16 

1991 Feb .. 

61 

25 

14 

•991 May . 

. .59 

23 

18 

1991 Mar 

.60 

22 

IS 

^990Jun . 

. .63 

18 

19 

1989 Apr .. 

. .61 

18 

21 

1988 May 

. .57 

29 

23 


I9S6 Sep .... 

.58 

23 

19 

1985 Nov ... 

.. .58 

24 

18 

1985 Mar ... 

.61 

22 

17 

1984 Jun ... 

ft 

■ 

OS 

21 

23 

1982 Dec . 

.60 

22 

18 

1981 Jan .... 

1 « 4. ■- # ■ m 

15 

20 

1974 Dec ... 

..62 

20 

IS 

1957 Mar ... 

....82 

7 

M 


Af the present time, do you think religion as 
a whole is increasing its influence on Amt n- 
can life, or losing its influence? 

Same 

(voL); 



Increasing 

Losing 

no 


influence 

influence 

optnion 

2000 Mar 17-19 . 

... .37% 

58% 

5% 

1999 Dec 9-12 .. 

.,. .40 

54 

6 

1999 Apr 30-May 

2 ..32 

62 

6 

1998 Jun 22-23 . 

... .37 

56 

7 

1998 Jan 16-18 .. 

. ...48 

48 

4 

1997 Aug 12-13 . 

... .36 

60 

4 

1997 Mar 24-26 

... .36 

57 

7 

1995 Dec 15-18 . 

... .38 

57 

5 

1995 May 11-14. 

... .36 

58 

6 

1994 Jun 25-28 . 

... .28 

67 

5 

1994 Mar 28-30 . 

... .27 

69 

4 

1992 Nov . 

,.. .27 

63 

10 

1991 Nov .. 

...27 

66 

7 

1991 May. 

. ,. .34 

57 

9 

1990Jun . 

... .33 

48 

19 

1989 Apr. 

... .33 

49 

IS 

1988 Mar . ... 

... .36 

49 

15 

1986 Sep. 

... .48 

38 

14 

1985 Nov. 

... .45 

41 

14 

1985 Mar . 

... .48 

39 

13 

1984 Jun. 

.. .42 

39 

19 

1983 Oct- 

... .44 

42 

14 

1983 Jan ... 

... .44 

42 

14 

1982 Dec . 

... .41 

45 

14 

1981 Dec. 

.. , .38 

47 

15 

1980 Apr..... 

... .35 

46 

19 

1978 Dec . 

... .37 

48 

15 

1977 Dec . 

... .37 

45 

18 

1976 Dec. 

... .44 

45 

11 

1975 Dec . 

_39 

51 

10 

I974 Dec . 

...31 

56 

13 

1970 Jan . 

... .14 

75 

11 
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1969 May.14 71 

196S Apr..19 67 

1967 Mar .23 57 


15 

1965 Feb .. 

33 

■It A * * * ■ * ■* i 

45 

14 

1962 Feb .. 

45 

m 4 * * ■ ft ft * i 1 

32 

20 

1957 Mar . 

69 

■ # « * # m i # i V* S 

14 


22 

23 

17 


What is your religious preference— Protestant, Roman Catholic, Jewish, or an Orthodox religion 
such as the Creek or Russian Orthodox Church? 

Other Vtides- 




Protestant 

Catholic 

Jewish 

2000 Mar . 

« V 

... .58% 

26% 

2 % 

2000 Jan. 


... .59 

25 

2 

1999 Dec . 


... .55 

29 

2 

1999 Sep ... 


... .54 

27 

2 

1999 Sep . 


... .55 

28 

i 

1999 Apr . 


... .59 

27 

2 

1998 Jun _____ 


... .59 

27 

2 

1998 Jan. 


... .58 

26 

1 

1997 ** . 

_ m 

... .58 

26 

2 

1996** 


. * * ,53 

25 

3 

1995** . 


... .56 

27 

2 

1994** ... 


... .60 

24 

2 

1993** . 


... .57 

26 

i 

1992**... 


.56 

26 

2 

1991 . 


... .56 

25 

2 

1990 . 


... .56 

25 

9 

4p 

1988/89 . 


.56 

28 

2 

1987 . 


... .57 

28 

9 

A* 

1986 . 


... .58 

27 

2 

1985 . 

m . * 

...51 

28 

2 

1984 . 


...51 

28 

2 

1983 . 


... .56 

28 

2 

1982 . 


.,. ,57 

29 

2 

1981. 


... .59 

28 

2 

1980 .. 

4 P 

.,. .61 

28 

2 

1979 .... .. 


... .59 

29 

9 

1977/78 . 


... ,60 

29 

9 

1976 . 

«■ % 

... .61 

27 

2 

1975 .. 


... .62 

27 

2 

1974 . 


. .. ,60 

27 

2 

1972 .. 


.. . ,63 

26 

2 

1967 . 


...51 

25 

3 

1962 . 


*., .70 

23 

3 

1957 . 


... .66 

26 

3 

1952 . . 


... .67 

25 

4 

1947 . . 

*Less than l % 


«.. .69 

20 

5 


Orthodox 

specific 

None 

ignored 

1% 

3% 

6% 

4% 

1 

4 

7 

2 


4 

9 

1 

1 

5 

9 

? 

■# 

1 

5 

8 

2 

1 

5 

5 

1 

1 

4 

5 

2 

2 

5 

6 

2 

1 

5 

6 

2 

1 

4 

7 

2 

1 

6 

6 

2 

1 

5 

6 

0 

2 

6 

6 

2 

I 

6 

7 

2 

NA 

6 

11 

NA 

NA 

6 

11 

NA 

NA 

4 

10 

NA 

NA 

4 

9 

NA 

NA 

4 

9 

NA 

NA 

4 

9 

NA 

NA 

4 

9 

NA 

NA 

4 

10 

NA 

NA 

4 

8 

NA 

NA 

4 

7 

NA 

NA 

2 

7 

NA 

NA 

2 

8 

NA 

NA 

1 

8 

NA 

NA 

4 

6 

NA 

NA 

4 

5 

NA 

NA 

5 

6 

NA 

NA 

4 

5 

NA 

NA 

3 

2 

NA 

NA 

2 

2 

NA 

NA 

1 

4 

NA 

NA 

1 

3 

NA 

NA 

1 

5 

NA 


**Based on aggregate data 

^Cathnlir °f ng \ ^7: When is your religious preference — is it Protestant, Rot 

Carlton' °i ‘ U /i / ’ What is your religious preference—is it Protestant, Ron 

Catholic, Jewish, or an Orthodox religion such as the Greek or Russian Orthodox Church? 
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Would you describe yourself as "born- 
again ” or evangelical? 


No 

opinion 

7% 

6 

8 

8 

8 

8 

6 

7 

6 

7 

5 

7 

8 
8 
7 

4 

6 

5 


Would you describe yourself as a "born- 
again "or evangelical Christian ? 



Yes 

No 

2000 Mar 17-19 . 

... .46% 

47% 

1999 Dec 9-12 .. 

- * * .46 

48 

1999 Apr 30-May 

2.. .45 

47 

1998 Jun 22-23 . 

_44 

48 

1998 Jan 16-18 .. 

... .49 

43 

1997 Aug 12-13 . 

... .45 

47 

1997 Mar 24-26 . 

... .43 

51 

1996 Nov 21-24 . 

. ,..41 

52 

1996 Sep 3-5 ... 

... .42 

52 

1996 Jun 27-30 . 

....35 

58 

1995 Dec 15-18 . 

... .43 

52 

1995 Aug 28-30 . 

... .39 

54 

1995 May 11-14 . 

... .39 

53 

1994 Jun 25-28 . 

... .39 

53 

1994 Mar 28-30 . 

... .45 

48 

1993 Mar . 

... .46 

50 

1992 Apr. 

... .42 

52 

1991 Nov . 

. .. .41 

54 

Question wording: 

November 1991-M 


Analysis: Americans are a strongly religious peo¬ 
ple: 61% say religion is very important in their 
lives, 68% are members of a church or syna¬ 
gogue, and 60% attend religious services on a 
regular basis (36% attend weekly or more often, 
11% almost every week, and 13% about once a 
month). Thus, it is no surprise that a comparably 
high number (66%) also say that religion can an¬ 
swer all or most of today’s problems. Just 21% 
say religion is old-fashioned and out of date, 
while another 13% refrain from expressing an 
opinion on the matter. 

These are the results of the latest Gallup Poll 
conducted March 17-19, but the patterns have re¬ 
mained remarkably similar since Gallup began 
asking these questions, some as long as six 
decades ago. The number of Americans who be¬ 
long to a church or synagogue, for example, was 
first measured in 1937. when 73% said they be¬ 
longed, and that number has never been below 


64% in the intervening years. Some trends have 
remained stable tor recent decades after an earlier 
decline, such as die n urn her who say religion is 
“very'* important in their lives. In 1978. 52% 
made that claim, and over the twenty-two-vear 
period since, that percentage has varied from a 
low of 52% to a high of 63%. Earlier, in 1965, 
Gallup found that 70% felt religion was "very" 
important, suggesting a decline in the latter part 
ot the 1960s to the late 1970s, but not below a 
majority level, 

A similar trend is found for the question that 
asks if religion can answer all or most of today's 
problems. In 1957, 82% said it could, but seven¬ 
teen years later a Gallup Poll showed that the per¬ 
centage had declined to 62%, From 1974 until 
now, however, the percentage has fluctuated 
mostly in the 60-1-% range, from a low of 56% to 
a high of 68%, suggesting no major change in the 
last quarter of a century. 

.Some critics of religion have argued, along 
with Karl Marx, that religion is the opiate of the 
masses, with the implication that poorer people 
with low levels of education are most susceptible to 
the appeals of religion as a substitute for economic 
well-being. But the poll suggests that—at least n 
the United States—belief in the power of religion 
to solve today's problems is not confined to people 
who are low on the socioeconomic ladder. 

As shown in the data, about six in ten or 
more of each group believe that religion can an¬ 
swer today’s problems, with college graduates 
holding this belief in about the same propoi tions 
as those with less than a high-school education. 
Hich-school araduates (70% } and those with 
some college education (71%) show the highest 
levels of belief, but these results hardly suggest 
that the least educated people are most likely to 
believe in the relevance of religion to today's 
world 
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MOVIES AND THE ACADEMY AWARDS 

Interview Dates: 3/17- 19/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey AGO 130219 
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A? the Academy Awards ceremony this year, 
which one of the following movies would 
you like to see win the Oscar award for Best 
Picture of the Year —American Beauty, The 
Cider House Rules, The Green Mile, The 
Insider, or The Sixth Sense? 


The Green Mile ........ 

99 % 

*P#.‘fi*#*„«*** ##l * ** f ^ 

.18 

American Beauty . 

.12 

The Cider House Rules . . 

.6 

Thp Jtisiiipt . , 4 ' ,t . 

.3 


. .. 32 


Please tell me for each movie whether you 
have already seen it, if you haven’t seen it 
but you expect to see it sometime, or if you 
do not expect to see it at all —American 
Beauty, The Cider House Rules, The Green 
Mile, The Insider, or The Sixth Sense? 



Already 

Expect 

to 


seen it 

see it 

The Sixth Sense . 

.27% 

35% 

The Green Mile . 

.21 

44 

American Beauty ...... 

.14 

35 

The Cider House Rules 

«■’■!(*» 1 # 8 

38 

The Insider . 

**»«#«* *.6 

32 


each of the five songs nominated for Best 
Song of the Year in a Movie? 


Should . 68 % 

Should not ..-.21 

Doesn't matter (vol.).9 

No opinion.• . * ...2 


How many movies, if any, have you attended 
in a movie theater in the past twelve months? 




One to 

Five or 


None 

four 

more 

2000 Mar 17-19 . 

... .26% 

30% 

44 % 

1995 Apr 10-17 , 

... .34 

35 

31 

1994 Mar 11-13* 

... .34 

38 

28 

1993 Mar 12-14* 

... .37 

35 

28 

1988 Dec 4-7* .. 

... ,45 

26 

29 


^Question wording: About how many times did 
you, yourself, go out to a movie theater to see a 
movie within the past twelve months? 


Are there any actors or actresses whose 
movies you always make a special effort to 
see? 

50% 

1 | I * ■ , 1 r I t 1 r m » * 1 • 


No .47 

No opinion.1 


Thinking back to past Academy Award cere¬ 
monies, please tell me which of the following 
hosts of the Academy Award ceremonies you 
liked the most—Johnny Carson, Billy 
Crystal, Whoopi Goldberg, Bob Hope, or 
David Lettenmm ? 


Billy Crystal. 

Whoopi Goldberg . 
Bob Hope ........ 

Johnny Carson 
David Leiterman .. 

Mixed (vol.). 

No opinion. 


.38% 

.24 

.14 


..... o 
.... .8 
..... 1 
7 

* * m * m f 


Just your preference, do you think the tele¬ 
vised Academy Awards show should, or 
should not, include live performances of 


Asked of those who make a special effort: 
What are their names? 


Julia Roberts ... 

Tom Hanks . 

Harrison Ford. 

Bruce Willis. 

Denzel Washington. 

Mel Gibson .. 

Arnold Schwarzenegger . 

Meg Ryan . 

Robin Williams. 

Whoopi Goldberg . 

Clint Eastwood ... 

Sean Connery. 

A1 Pacino. 

John Travolta. 

Meryl Streep . 


... . 22 % 
... .19 
,.. .11 

.9 

.7 

_ 6 

.5 

.5 

.5 

.5 

.4 

.4 

.3 

3 

» # 4- * 

.3 
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Nicholas Cage. 3 

Robert De Niro . 3 

Tom Cruise . 3 

Tommy Lee Jones... . .3 


Jack Nicholson...2 


Jean*Claude Van Damme .2 

Kevin Costner ... .2 

Kevin Spacey ..2 

Richard Gere ... 2 

Sandra Bullock . .2 

Steven Seagal.2 

Other. 42 

No opinion... 4 


Analysis: A new Gallup Poll looks at Americans' 
views on movies, including which film they 
would like to see win this year’s Academy Award 
for Best Picture. Among die five nominees. The 
Green Mile comes out on top, with 29% of the 
public saying they would like to see it win the 
Oscar, The Sixth Sense Finishes second with i 8 %, 
and American Beauty, The Cider House Rules, 
and The Insider trail with 12%. 6 %. and 3%, re¬ 
spectively. About one-quarter of the public told 
Gallup they have attended no movies in a theater 
for the past year, and roughly one-third (32%) of¬ 
fered no opinion on the Academy contest 

The poll, conducted March 17-19, also 
queried the public about their awards ceremony 
preferences. Asked which of several past 
Academy Award hosts was their favorite, Billy 
Crystal is the runaway winner. When asked about 
the musical format, a majority ( 68 %) say the 
awards show should continue to include live mu¬ 
sical performances of the songs nominated in ihe 
Best Song category'. 

The popularity of The Green Mile may be 
linked to its leading man, Tom Hanks. Fifty-two 
percent say they make special attempts 10 see 
movies featuring specific actors or actresses. 
Among this group. Hanks ranks among the lop ac¬ 
tors named, with 19% saying they make a special 
effort to see his movies. Only Julia Roberts tops 
Hanks in this category, with 22%. Eleven percent 
make an effort to see Harrison Ford’s movies, 
while 9% seek out Bruce Willis, one ol the stars 
of The Sixth Sense. Seven percent ol these stai- 
oriented moviegoers mention Denzel Washington. 


who is nominated in the Best Actor category this 
year lor his role in Hurricane OUier stars men¬ 
tioned include Mel Gibson, Arnold Schwarzen¬ 
egger, Meg Ryan, Robin Williams, and Whoopi 
Goldberg. 

Gallup’s marquee-value measure of movie ac¬ 
tors dates back more than a half century. In 1981. 
Clint Eastwood and Burt Reynolds won Americans' 
vote as the actors they would make a special effort 
to see. while Barbra Streisand and Jane honda were 
the top actresses. Four decades earlier. Spencer 
Tracy, Clark Gable. Bette Davis, and Ginger Rogers 
were the actors and actresses most Americans 
wanted to sec. in a 1941 Gallup Poll. 

Seventy-four percent of the public have at¬ 
tended at least one movie in a theater in the last 
twelve months. This number is up significantly 
from the last time Gallup asked about movie at¬ 
tendance in 1995 and represents a continuation of 
an upward trend. In 1995. 66 % of the public had 
seen at least one movie in die last twelve months, 
up from 61% in 1993 and 55% in 1988. 

Movie attendance is an especially common 
activity among younger adults: only 12 % of tho^e 
between the ages of 1S-29 have not attended a 
movie in the last twelve months. Nonattenuance 
increases steadily with age. as 17% of 30-49 year 
olds and 32% of 50-64 year olds have not at¬ 
tended a movie in twelve months This percentage 
swells to 57% among those over 65 years of age. 

Younger people also attend movies more 
frequently than older people do In the last twelve 
months, 69% of 18-29 year olds have attended 
five or more movies, and 45% ol that age group 
have attended ten or more movies These num¬ 
bers shrink dramatically among those 65 years 
old and older, as just 20 % of that age group have 
been to five or more movies and 11 % have been 
to ten or more mov ies in the last twelve months 

MARCH 27 

PROTESTANTS* VIEWS OF CATHOLICS 

Interview Dates 3/17—19/00 
Gallup Poll News Sen ice 
Survey #GO 130219 

Analysis: (s there an anli-Catholic bias among 
Americans, particularly among fundamentalists 
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and among Republicans? On the surface, it ap¬ 
pears that a significant number—about one in 
four—has a negative view of the Catholic reli¬ 
gion. A new Gallup Poll shows that 27% have a 
negative perception of the Catholic religion; 64% 
have a favorable opinion, while 9% don't have an 
opinion at all. (Thirty percent of Protestants— 
about six out of ten Americans—have an unfa¬ 
vorable opinion, although 12% of self-identified 
Catholics say that they themselves have an unfa¬ 
vorable opinion of their own religion.) By way of 
comparison, 48% of the public have a favorable 
opinion of '‘Christian fundamentalist religions,” 
while 35% have an unfavorable opinion (16% 
have no opinion at all). 

Speaker of the House Dennis Hasten's ap¬ 
pointment last Thursday of a Roman Catholic 
priest as chaplain of the U.S House of Repre¬ 
sentatives underscored the visibility in recent 
months of the issue of Americans’ attitudes 
toward Catholics. News accounts asserted that 
Hastert’s appointment of the Rev. Daniel 
Coughlin was based in part on his desire to end 
the controversy over charges that Republican 
leadership in the House had an anti-Catholic bias. 
This, in turn. Followed on the heels of the contro¬ 
versy that erupted after presumptive Republican 
presidential nominee George W. Bush visited the 
campus of Bob Jones University in South 
Carolina in February without publicly denounc¬ 
ing that school’s anti-Catholic positions. 

Despite these contretemps, there is no evi¬ 
dence from the recent Gallup Pol] that Americans 
who themselves are more fundamentalist or who 
identify with the Christian right are more likely to 
be negative toward the Catholic religion than are 
anyone else. Additionally, Republicans are no 
more anti-Catholic than are independents or 
Democrats. 

About 46% of Americans consider them¬ 
selves to be “bom again" or evangelical. Of that 
group, 29% have an unfavorable view of 
Catholics essentially no different from the en¬ 
tire Protestant population, and only slightly larger 
than the 25% who are not bom again who hold 
this opinion Another 26% consider themselves 
members of the Christian right, and 27% of that 
group have an unfavorable opinion of the 


Catholic religion—again no different from the 
entire U.S. population. 

Baptists, a term that encompasses more than 
twenty groups, including the largest Protestant 
denomination, are usually considered to be at the 
more conservative, fundamentalist end of the 
spectrum of Protestant groups in this country. 
They are also no different from the entire sample 
in their attitudes toward Catholics. In fact, an ex¬ 
amination of the data suggests that one of the 
biggest predictors of negative attitudes toward 
Catholics is an overall lack of personal religious 
faith or practice rather than intense religious be¬ 
lief in some other religion. Having an unfavor¬ 
able attitude toward the Catholic religion may be 
more a part of a negative attitude toward any reli¬ 
gion rather than a specific or targeted negative at¬ 
titude toward the Catholic faith: 

• Among those who say that religion is not 
very important in their daily life, 44% 
have an unfavorable view' of Catholics 

• Among those who are not members of a 
church or synagogue, 39% have an unfa¬ 
vorable view of Catholics 

• Among those who never attend church. 
54% have an unfavorable view of 
Catholics 

• Among those who think that religion is 
largely old-fashioned and out of date. 
45% have an unfavorable opinion of 
Catholics 

The hypothesis that anti-Catholicism is a nega¬ 
tive reaction against religion more generally is 
borne out by an examination of attitudes toward 
Christian fundamentalist religions. The overall 
number of Americans with an unfavorable alti¬ 
tude toward Christian fundamentalists is 36%, 
slightly higher than the percentage that have an 
unfavorable opinion of the Catholic religion. 

Only 19% of those who have a favorable 
opinion of Christian fundamentalist religions also 
have an unfavorable opinion of Catholics, signifi¬ 
cantly lower than the overall average in the popu¬ 
lation. At the same time, 44% of those who have 
an unfavorable opinion of Christian fundamental¬ 
ists also have an unfavorable opinion o! the 
Catholic religion. In short. Americans who have 
an unfavorable opinion of one of these two 
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groups usually have an unfavorable opinion of 
the other. Additionally, the data show that 23% of 
Republicans have an unfavorable view of Catho¬ 
lics, compared with 31% of independents and 
27% of Democrats. In short, rank-and-file Repub¬ 
licans nationally are actually slightly more posi¬ 
tive toward Catholics than are independents and 
Democrats. 

MARCH 28 
RUSSIA 

Interview Dates: 3/17-19/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130219 

Is your overall opinion of Russia very favor¬ 
able, mostly favorable, mostly unfavorable, 
or very unfavorable? 


Please tell me whether you think possession 
of nuclear weapons by Russia would pose a 
serious threat to the United States, or not 9 



2000 

1 998 


Mar 

Jun 


17-19 

5-7 

Yes. serious threat , . 

*73% 

46% 

No. not serious ...... 

.. .23 

53 

No opinion... 

4 

1 


Next, please tell me whether you think pos¬ 
session of nuclear weapons by Russia would 
pose a serious threat to world peace . or not? 




2000 

ms 



Mar 

Jim 



17-19 

5-7 

Yes, serious threat . . 


m 

fl 

u-i 

4S% 

No, not serious. 


22 

48 

No opinion. 


... .3 

4 


Very, 

Mostly, 


mostly 

very 

No 

favorable 

unfavorable opinion 

2000 Mar 17-19.40% 

51 % 

9% 

1999 Nov 4-7.38 

58 

4 

1999 May 7-9.46 

49 

5 

1999 Apr 13-14.33 

59 

8 

1999 Feb 8-9 .44 

44 

12 

1997 Nov 21-23.56 

36 

8 

1996 Mar 8-10.52 

39 

9 

1995 Apr 2 1-24.49 

44 

7 

1994 Feb 26-28 .56 

39 

5 

Which of the following 

best describes 

your 

view of the relationship between Russia and 

the United States—would you say 

that 

Russia is an ally, friendly but not an 

ally, 

unfriendly but not an enemy, an enemy of 

the United States, or 

haven't you heard 

enough about that to say 




2000 

1999 


Mar 

Apr 


17-19 

13 

Ally ... 

_9% 

2 % 

Friendly, not ally ......... 

_34 

44 

Unfriendly, not enemy. 

... .26 

27 

Enemy . 

.14 

5 

Haven’t heard enough to say 

....16 

20 

No opinion... 

.1 

2 


Analysis: It is unclear at this stage what Vladimir 
Putin's election means for U.S.-Russian relations 
but Gallup Polls continue to indicate that the new 
leader faces a U.S. population that hold- more 
negative than positive attitudes toward his coun¬ 
try. Additionally, a majority of the public remains 
unconvinced that Russia is an ally or even a 


friendly nation. 

The latest Gallup Poll indicates that 51 % of 
American adults hold unfavorable opinions ol 
Russia, with 12% saying they have a “very unfa¬ 
vorable” view' of the country. In contrast, four of 
ten Americans have a favorable opinion of 


Russia with 5% saying they hold a “very taxor- 
able” view. The latest figures are generally in line 
with more recent polls on the topic. Polls con¬ 
ducted betw een 1994 and 1997. however, showed 
that more Americans (in most cases, a majority! 


had favorable opinions ot tfie country'. 

There are partisan and ideological differ¬ 
ences in opinion toward Russia, although perhaps 
not as large as might be expected. Forty-eight 
percent of Democrats have an unfavorable opin¬ 
ion, compared to 55% of Republicans. Similarly, 
43% of self-identified liberals rate Russia unfa¬ 


vorably, compared to 58% of conservatives. 
Additionally, older Americans who arc most 
likely to remember the long years of the Cold 
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War are more negative than younger ones: 58% 
of those 65 years and older have unfavorable aid- 

m 

tudes, compared to just 38% of those aged 18-29. 

Americans' ambivalent feelings toward 
Russia are evident in their perceptions of the na¬ 
ture of the diplomatic relationship between the 
United States and Russia, in the latest poll, re¬ 
spondents were asked whether they fell Russia 
was an ally, a friendly nation but not an ally, an 
unfriendly nation but not an enemy, or an enemy 
of the Untied States. Opinion is split, with 43% 
believing Russia is a friendly nation (9% say it is 
an ally, and 34% say it is friendly), and 40% 
thii.king Russia is an unfriendly nation (26% say 
it is unfriendly, and 14% think it is an enemy). 
More Americans think Russia is an unfriendly 
nation today than a year ago. when 32% thought 
it was unfriendly. 


APRIL 3 

MEDICAL MISTAKES IN HEALTH CARE 


Interview Dates; 3/17-19/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130219 

Have the following types of medical mis¬ 
takes happened to you personally—wrong 
diagnosis or treatment by a doctor, wrong 
prescription or wrong dosage by a phar¬ 
macy, wrong treatment or bungled operation 
while at a hospital, wrong prescription or 
wrong dosage while at a hospital, or other 
medical mistake? 


By doctor ......... 

By pharmacy. 

Operation at hospital 
Dosage at hospital .. 

Other mistake.. 

No opinion .. 


. .25% 
..14 
. .11 

.. .9 
. .21 
. .20 


Analysis: The Clinton administration recently 
announced an initiative to reduce the incidence of 
medical errors by half within five years, saying 
research shows that up to 98,000 deaths per year 
are caused by medical mistakes. A recent Gallup 
Poll shows that the majority of Americans tire not 


convinced that such medical errors are common. 
Most say medical mistakes on the part of the doc¬ 
tors and treatment providers with whom they 
come in contact are rare, and less than 10% say 
such mistakes occur often. Still, 40% personally 
have suffered from a medical mistake—including 
a wrong diagnosis by their doctor, an incorrect 
procedure at a hospital, or getting the wrong pre¬ 
scription or dosage from a pharmacist. Three- 
quarters (74%) say it is usually important to get a 
second opinion when their doctor diagnoses a 
condition or prescribes a treatment, and many 
currently second-guess their doctor by research¬ 
ing medical issues after an office visit. Almost 
half (47%) routinely look up medical information 
in books and magazines, and 31% regularly use 
the Internet to follow up on a doctor’s diagnosis 
or prescription. 

Overall, 40% have had at least one of these 
mistakes happen to them. There is some evi¬ 
dence, however, that the reporting of a medical 
incident as a mistake may be based on different 
perceptions as well as reality For example, al¬ 
though older people arc as likely or more likely 
to have been exposed to the medical system as 
younger ones, they are less likely to say that they 
have suffered from medical mistakes. Forty-four 
percent of those between 30 and 64 have had a 
medical mistake in their health care, compared to 
just 32%> age 65 and older. One possible explana¬ 
tion: older Americans may place greater trust in 
the system and be less likely to define issues that 
occur in their medical treatment as “mistakes” 
than do more aggressive, younger patients. This 
hypothesis is supported by the fact that respon¬ 
dents who have postgraduate educations—and 
hence, who are perhaps least in awe of the med¬ 
ical system—are most likely to report that they 
have suffered from medical mistakes. Forty-eight 
percent of those with postcollege educations re¬ 
port the occurrence of at least one medical mis¬ 
take in their personal history, compared to only 
38% ol those with high-school educations or less 

Still, despite the finding that four out of ten 
have personally been involved m what they per¬ 
ceive to be a medical mistake, respondents dis¬ 
play reasonable levels of confidence in the 
American medical system, at least as far as they 
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personally are concerned. Only 8% say “doctors, 
hospitals, and other components of the medical 
system you come in contact with" make mistakes 
“often,” while another 26% say such mistakes are 
made “sometimes." That leaves about six in ten 
(64% )who say such mistakes occur rarely or 
never. 

Furthermore, the contact between the public 
and the medical system is remarkably high. The 
Gallup Poll shows that the average American 
goes to the doctor 4.8 times per year, and almost 
90% have gone to the doctor at least once in the 
past twelve months. On the other hand, only 12% 
have been in a hospital overnight within the last 
twelve months, a number that is only slightly 
higher (20%) among those 65 and older, 

APRIL 4 

ELIAN GONZALEZ 

Interview Dates: 3/30-4/2/00 
CNN/MSA IWay/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130395 

We have a question about Elian Gonzalez, 
the 6-year-old Cuban boy who is a survivor 
of a boat filled with Cuban immigrants 
which sank off the coast of Florida last 
November. He is now in Florida where his 
custody is being disputed. Mow closely have 


stay here, or for him to live with his father in 
Cuba, as Ins father has requested? 


2000 

2000 

2000 

Mar 30- 

Feb 

Jan 

Apr 2 

14-15 

25-26 

... .31% 

36% 

33% 

. .. .56 

55 

60 

.. .,13 

9 

7 


Remain in 
United States 
Live with father 

in Cuba. 

Other (vol.j; 
no opinion ,, 


As you may hum. the U S. government re¬ 
cently decided to send the boy back to Cuba 
to live with his father rather than have him 
remain with relatives in the United States. 
From what you know about this case, do you 
approve or disapprove of the decision to 
send the box to Cuba to live with his father? 



2000 

2000 

2000 


Feb 

Jan 

Jan 


14-15 

25-26 

7-10 

Approve . . 

.67% 

61% 

56% 

Disapprove 

.27 


36 

No opinion 

,...6 

8 

8 


As you may know, bills have been introduced 
in Congress which would grant Elia 'i 
Gonzalez U S. citizenship, or give him perma¬ 
nent resident status. Would you favor or op¬ 
pose the passage of such a law by Congress? 



closely , somewhat closely, 
or not at all closely? 

not too 

closely, 

2000 2tXJ0 

Mar 30- Jan 

Apr 2 25-26 



2000 

2000 

2000 

t - 39% 37% 



Mar 30- 

Feb 

Jan 

Oppose .. .^ 


Very closely ... , 

Apr 2 
. . . .32% 

14-15 

23% 

25-26 

34% 

No opinion . 1** 

' 

Somewhat closely 

... ,46 

55 

44 

Based on vi hat you know and have seen in the 


Not too closely .. 

..,.16 

17 

17 

news, how do you feel toward each of the fol- 


Not at all closely . 

. 6 

5 

4 

1 

people involves! the Hluift 


No opinion . 

*Less than 1 % 

* 

m P * ■ ■ 

£ 

situation — very sympathetic, somewhat sym¬ 
pathetic, somewhat unsympathetic, or very 
unsympathetic: 


Which of the following solutions do you 
think would be in the best interests oj the 
boy—for him to remain in the United States 
to live with relatives who have requested he 


Elian himself ? 

Very sympathetic . 
Somewhat sympathetic 


g -s 


L \ 

' 
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Somewhat unsympathetic . 

Very unsympathetic ........... 

No opinion .»> > . - *» .«..»«■ > * 

Elian's father in Cuba? 

Very sympathetic. 

Somewhat sympathetic. 

Somewhat unsympathetic ...... 

Very unsympathetic. 

No opinion. 



.39% 

.38 

.10 

. 8 

.5 


E!fan's relatives in Miami? 

Very' sympathetic.22% 

Somewhat sympathetic . .44 

Somewhat unsympathetic . .15 

Very unsympathetic. 14 

No opinion. 5 


Do you think Elian Gonzalez should be re¬ 
turned to Cuba immediately, if the family 
does not pledge to return Elian under the 
terms the Justice Department is requesting; 
only after the appeals court reviewing 
Elian's case rules on whether he should get 
political asylum; or only after a full custody 
hearing lakes place in family court ? 


Immediately. 

After appeals.. 

Al ter custody hearing ., 
Not return to Cuba (vol.) 
Ollier (vol.); no opinion 


.,.. .42% 

.14 

.3t 

4 

k t i i ■ i I 

.9 


If the relatives of Elian Gonzalez in Miami 
lose their current court appeal and refuse to 
nun the boy over to the Justice Department 
as they have been asked to do, what should 
the Justice Department do—have authorities 
remove Elian from the Miami relatives ’ 
home, or negotiate with the family until they 
agree to voluntarily turn Elian over to the 
Justice Department? 


Have authorities remove Elian 

Negotiate with family . 

Other (vol.); no opinion.. 


,. .38% 
... .50 
. . ..12 


Do you think the Clinton administration and 
Justice Department are making their deci¬ 
sions in this case mostly on the basis of what 
they feel is in the best interests of Elian 
Gonzalez, or what they feel is in the best in¬ 
terests ofU.S. relations with Cuba? 


Best interests of Elian .26% 

Relations with Cuba.54 

Both equally; neither; other (vol.).13 

No opinion...7 


Analysis: The American public remains con¬ 
vinced that Elian Gonzalez, the 6-year-old Cuban 
boy who is caught in an international tug-of-war 
between the United States and Cuba, should be 
returned to his father in Cuba. Not only do 
Americans agree with the U.S. Justice Depart¬ 
ment decision to return him, but a majority also 
think it is in the best interests of the boy that he 
return. Only 31 % say that a decision on his return 
should be delayed until after a family custody 
hearing, and 'ewer than four in ten favor a con¬ 
gressional law that would grant him permanent 
residency status in the United States. 

The public’s sentiment on the Elian Gonza¬ 
lez issue has not changed significantly over the 
past three months, despite the publicity given it 
This includes televised interviews with the boy. 
the announcement by Fidel Castro that he was 
ready to send both the boy’s father and an en¬ 
tourage of other Cubans to this country to be with 
Elian, and intervention in the situation by Ameri¬ 
can politicians and presidential candidates. About 
two-thirds of Americans have consistently ap¬ 
proved of the Justice Department's decision to 
send the boy back to his father in Cuba. In the 
most recent Gallup Poll, 67% approve of die de¬ 
cision, while slightly fewer than three in ten dis¬ 
approve. Additionally, when asked what would 
be in the best interests of the boy, a slightly 
smaller but still substantial percentage (56%) say 
that he should return to live with his father in 
Cuba, compared to 31% who say that he should 
remain with relatives in Florida. These numbers, 
loo, have not changed substantially since January. 

Central to the controversy is the issue of 
which body of law takes precedence: immigration 
law or family law. The Justice Department argues 
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that it is an open-and-shut immigration case, while 
its opponents believe dial the issue is really a child 
custody case. Opponents of the Justice Depart¬ 
ment’s decision Lhus argue that Elian should not be 
returned to Cuba until a full family custody hearing 
on the case has been held. The government, on the 
other hand, says that Elian should be returned now 
or, if the family is willing to sign a waiver, after an 
Atlanta court hears ail appeal on an asylum plea. 
The public sides with the government, with only 
one-third agreeing that Elfan should be kept in this 
country' until after the custody hearing. 

Another approach to dealing with the Elian 
ease is reflected in the stand taken last Thursday 
by Vice President A1 Gore, who broke ranks with 
the administration and argued that Elian and per¬ 
haps his father or other relatives should be 
granted political asylum in this country. The 
Gallup Poll asked Americans in February and 
again this past weekend if they favored or op¬ 
posed a congressional law that would grant Elian 
citizenship or permanent residency status. Thirty- 
nine percent in the most recent poll favor such a 
law, while 51 % oppose it. 

While the U.S. public feels it is in the best 
interests of Elian to send him back to Cuba, 
Americans are not convinced that the U S. gov¬ 
ernment is making its decisions on what is best 
for the boy. A little more than one-half (54%,i say 
that the government’s motive in the case is to bet¬ 
ter U.S. and Cuban relations, while only 26% say 
that the'government is thinking about the best in¬ 
terests of the boy. 

What if Elian’s Miami relatives lose their ap- 
peal ,? Although Americans favor the idea of send¬ 
ing Elian back to Cuba, they seem wary ot the 
possibility that the 6-year-old might need to be re¬ 
moved from his relatives by force. When given a 
choice between having “authorities remove him” 
and “negotiating” with the family when it is time 
to send Elian back, the public chooses die latter 
alternative by a 50% to 38% margin. 

APRIL 5 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEAT 

Interview Dates; 3/30-4/2/00 
CNN/£AS4 TodayIG s\\u$ Poll 
Survey #GO 130395 


If Vice President Al Gore were the Demo¬ 
cratic Party’s candidate and Texas Governor 
George IV. Bush were the Republican 
Party’s candidate, whom would you be more 
likely to vote for-—At Gore, the Democrat, or 
George W. Bush, the Republican? [IF UN¬ 
DECIDED: A.y of today, do you lean more 
toward Al Gore, the Democrat, or George W. 
Bush, the Republican?j 


Likely Voters 

Gore 

Bush 

Oilier 

(vni); 

no 

opinion 

2000 Mar 30-Apr 2 . 

. .45% 

46% 

9% 

2000 Mar 10-12 ... 

. .43 

49 

8 

2000Feb25-27 ... 

. .43 

52 

5 

2000 Feb 20-21 ... 

. .45 

50 

5 

2000Feb 14-15 ... 

. .45 

50 

5 

2000 Feb 4-6 . 

. .44 

53 

3 

2000Jan 17-19 .... 

. .42 

53 

5 

2000 Jan 13-16 .. 

.38 

57 

5 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

Registered Voters 

. .43 

52 

5 

2000 Mar 30-Apr 2 

. .45 

44 

11 

2000 Mar 10-12 ... 

. .44 

49 

7 

2000 Feb 25-27 .. 

. .44 

51 

5 

2000 Feb 20-21 ... 

44 

51 

5 

2000 Feb 14-15 . . 

. 46 

4S 

6 

2000 Feb 4-6 .... 

. .45 

51 

4 

2000 Jan 25-26 . .. 

.44 

51 

5 

2000 Jan 17-19 .... 

.41 

53 

6 

2000 Jan 13-16 .... 

..4! 

52 

7 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

. .44 

51 

5 


Analysis: According to the latest Gallup Poll. 
Texas Governor George W Bush and \ ice 
President AI Gore are now running even in the 
race for president, with Bush receiving 46% sup¬ 
port among likely voters, compared with 45% for 
Gore. This is Gore’s best showing in a Gallup 
Poll to date. The race initially tightened m the 
wake of the caucus and primary voting that began 
at the end of January, when Bush was confronted 
with a formidable Republican opponent Senator 
John McCain. The Arizona senator beat Bush in 
New Hampshire and Michigan before suspending 
his candidacy after losses to the Texas governor 
on Super Tuesday. 
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The poll shows that Gore’s greatest improve¬ 
ment has come among men, although his support 
has increased somewhat among women as well. 
The current survey shows that men continue to pre¬ 
fer Bush, but by only a 10-point margin, 50% to 
40%—a 14-point improvement for Gore. Among 
women, Gore's improvement is more modest, from 
a 2-point lead in January to an S-point lead now, re¬ 
ceiving 49% support to 41 % for Bush. 

Gore has also improved much more among 
older voters titan among middle-aged and younger 
voters. In January, Bush led Gore among voters 
who are 65 years and older by tO points, but he 
now trails Gore in this age group by 12 points, 
49% to 37%—a net improvement for Gore of 22 
points. By contrast, Bush’s standing among the 
young and middle-aged voters has remained fairly 
constant. The Texas governor’s best showing is 
among the youngest group, those under 30. who 
support him by an S-point margin, 51 % to 43%. 

The current poll also shows that Gore leads 
Bush in the East and West but trails Bush in the 
South and Midwest. The current figures represent 
an improvement for Gore in all regions except the 
Midwest, where Bush’s lead has expanded from 4 
lo 11 points, 51% to 40%. In the South, home ter¬ 
ritory to both candidates. Gore has now cut Bush’s 
23-point lead last January to 9 points, 52% to 43%. 
In the other two regions of the country, Gore has 
surged from behind, trailing Bush in January but 
now leading him in both regions by 47% to 38% in 
the East, and 52% to 40% in the West, 

Bush leads Gore by a 91% to 4% margin 
among Republicans, and a 45% to 36% margin 
among independents. Among Democrats, Gore 
beats Bush by an 88% to 6% margin. Compared 
with the January' poll. Gore does better primarily 
among Democrats, whose margin of support for 
the vice president was just 69 points (83% to 

14%) then, compared with the 82-point margin 
they give him now. 


Have recent price increases in gasoline 
caused any financial hardship for you or 
your household ? 


Yes, caused 

hardship . 

No, not hardship .. 


2000 

2000 

2000 

Mar 30- 

Mar 

Feb 

Apr 2 

10-12 

14-15 * 

. .39% 

41% 

40% 

..61 

59 

60 


* Question wording: Have recent price increases 
in gasoline, diesel fuel, and home fuel oil caused 
any financial hardship for you or your house¬ 
hold? 


Do you think the current rise in gas prices 
represents a temporary fluctuation in prices, 
ora more permanent change in prices? 



2000 

2000 


Mar 30- 

Mar 


Apr 2 

10-12 

Temporary. 

.. .60% 

63% 

More permanent. 

.. .37 

34 

No opinion. 

... .3 

3 


From what you know, is the price of gas in 
the United States today higher, about the 
same, or lower than it is in other developed 
countries around the world? 


Higher . 

About the same 

Lower. 

No opinion .,, 



. 22 % 

.9 

.54 

.15 


Would you favor or oppose each of the fol¬ 
lowing as ways of dealing with the increased 
price of oil: 


Lowering the tax on fuel oil in your state? 


APRIL 6 

OIL AND GASOLINE PRICES 

Interview Dales: 3/30-4/2/00 
CUts/USA Today/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130395 



2000 

2000 


Mar 30- 

Feb 


Apr 2 

14-15 

Favor .. 

.80% 

79% 

Oppose., .. 


15 

No opinion. 

.2 

6 


106 


THE GALLUP POLL 


Using the U.S. government's Strategic Petro¬ 
leum Reserve to put more oil and gas on the 
market to combat the increase in fuel costs? 



2000 

2000 


Mar 30- 

Feb 


Apr 2 

14-15 

Favor .... 

* ■ ■ * > ■ 4 m ij/ /V 

60% 

Oppose. 

.36 

33 

No opinion. 

. 5 

7 


A temporary reduction in the federal gas tax 
by 4.3 cents per gallon ? 


Favor. 74 % 

Oppose...,.23 

No opinion.. 3 


Passing a federal Income tax credit for the 
purchase of fuel-efficient vehicles 9 


Favor .69% 

Oppose..27 


No opinion... .4 

Would you say that each of the follow ing ap¬ 
plies, or does nor apply, to you in recent 
weeks: 


You have cut Sack on other expenses in 
order to pay for gas to fill up your car? 



National 

Exper¬ 

ienced 

finan¬ 

cial 

hard- 


adults 

ship 

Yes, applies .. 

.. .24% 

50% 

No, does not apply .. 

...76 

50 

No opinion ... .. 


* 

*Less than 1 % 




You have cut down on your driving to re¬ 
duce your gas costs? 



National 

Exper¬ 

ienced 

finan¬ 

cial 

hard- 

Yes, applies .. 

adults 

ship 

, .. .36% 

573 

No, docs not apply. 

, . .64 

43 

No opinion . 



**-ess than 1 % 




) ou have become less likely to consider bus¬ 
ing a large car or sports utility vehicle? 

Exper¬ 

ienced 

finan¬ 

cial 

National hard- 
adults ship 

Yes, applies .42% 54% 

No, does iiot apply.56 45 

No opinion. 2 I 

Analysis: Oil and gas prices in the United States 
have climbed significantly in recent months, and 
many experts predict no substantial reduction 
until summer. Despite this climb, a majority of 
Americans say the increased cost of gasoline has 
not caused them personal financial hardship, vir¬ 
tually the same proportion as in two polls con¬ 
ducted in February and March Throughout this 
period of higher prices, however, there has been 
an impact on lower-income Americans. The latest 
Gallup Poll shows that 53% of those with incomes 
below 520,000 have experienced financial hard¬ 
ship attributable to increased fuel prices, com¬ 
pared to just 29% with incomes exceeding 
$50,000. 

Americans appear to be putting the in¬ 
creased cost of fuel in perspective. Must believe 
that the higher costs represent only a temporary 
fluctuation in prices (60%) as opposed to a more 
permanent change (37%). These numbers arc es¬ 
sentially unchanged from a mid-March Gallup 
Poll in which 63% thought the change was tem¬ 
porary and 34% thought it was permanent. 
Respondents are aware, too, that even with the re¬ 
cent rise in gas prices, the cost of fuel in America 
is lower than in other developed nations. Fifty- 
four percent of Americans think that gas is less 
expensive here than in these other nations, while 
only 22% think it is more expensive in the United 
Slates. 

While Americans think the higher prices are 
temporary, they still support several specific pro¬ 
posals that have been advanced to counteract the 
rising cost of gas: 

* The most-favored solution is to lower 
state taxes on fuel oil. which registers 
80% support 
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• Nearly three-quarters (74%) think a tempo¬ 
rary reduction in the federal gas tax by 4,3 
cents per gallon is a worthwhile solution 

• Slightly fewer (69%) support federal in¬ 
come tax credits for the purchase of a 
fuel-efficient vehicle 

• Fifty-nine percent believe the United 
States shouid use its Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve to put more oil and gas on the 
market, virtually the same level of support 
this proposal received in February (60%) 

In addition to these governmental solutions, there 
are many things that Americans themselves can 
do to counter the higher price of fuel. However, 
the poll shows that less than a majority has tried 
any one of them—so far. About one-quarter have 
cut back on other expenses to help pay for gas for 
their car. while just over one-third (36%) have re¬ 
duced the amount they drive to help limit the 
amount of gas they purchase. 

As might be expected, those who admit that 
the increased prices have caused personal finan¬ 
cial hardship are more likely than the rest of 
Americans to have modified their driving (and 
spending) behaviors. Fifty-seven percent of those 
who have experienced Financial hardship have re¬ 
duced their driving, while half (50%) have cut 
back on other expenses. These numbers are dra¬ 
matically different from those for Americans who 
have not experienced any hardship. Of this latter 
group, only 23% have cut back on driving and 
only 8% have scaled back other expenses. 

One consequence of the rising oil prices is 
dial 42% are less likely now to buy “gas-guzzling” 
vehicles such as large cars and sports-utility vehi¬ 
cles. If this attitude persists, it could have a signifi¬ 
cant impact on the health of the auto industry, 
whose record profits are due in large part to the 
popularity of these vehicles. 

APRIL 7 
TIGER WOODS 

Interview Dates: 3/30-4/2/00 
CNN IfUSA 7brfoy/GaUup Poll 
Survey 4GO 130395 

For each of the following, please say 

whether you are a fan of that sport, or not: 


Professional baseball? 


Yes, a fan..45% 

Somewhat of a fan (vol.)...... . 10 


No, not a fan ...«... .45 

Professional basketba 11 ? 


Yes, a fan...38% 

Somewhat of a fan (vol.)...8 

No, not a fan .54 

Professional golf ? 

Yes, a fan .. .26% 


Somewhat of a fan (vol.) .................8 

No, not a fan .66 

Asked of golf fans: Who would you, yourself 
say is the greates t professional golf player 


active in golf today? 

National 

Fans 


adults 

only 

Tiger Woods . 

.69% 

81% 

Jack Nicklaus .. 

9 

* # ft ft ft# M 

4 

Arnold Palmer .. 

9 

■ ¥¥ * ¥ 1 

3 

Other . 

.4 

7 

No opinion .. 

.23 

5 


How often, if ever, do you play golf — 
regularly, occasionally, rarely, or never? 

Regularly....7% 

Occasionally .13 

Rarely.! 3 

Never.67 

Asked of those who play golf regularly or 
occasionally: If you could play an\ golj 


course in the world, u 
choose? 

:hich one would you 

Pebble Beach... .. 

.. .37% 

Augusta National. 

.11 

St. Andrews. 

.8 

Ptnehurst . 

9 

Saw crass . 

.i 

Other . 

.30 

No opinion. 
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Who do you think is the better golfer— Tiger 
Woods today, or Jack Nicklaus in his prime? 



National 

Fans 


adults 

only 

Woods . 


53% 

Nicklaus . . . 


41 

Same (vol.); no opinion 


6 


Analysis: Tiger Woods dominates the sport of 
professional golf in a way unequaled by any ath¬ 
lete in either baseball or basketball, according to 
a new Gallup Poll. As golf’s greatest players 
compete this weekend in the Masters Tourna¬ 
ment, an overwhelming 81% of golf fans con¬ 
sider Woods to be the best active golf pro in die 
world. Jack Nicklaus comes in a very distant sec¬ 
ond at 4%, 

To put this in perspective, 69% of all of 
those polled, golf fans or not, named Woods as 
the number one golfer. By comparison, just 18% 
selected Mark McGwire as the greatest baseball 
player active today, and 13% named Shaquille 
O’Neal as the greatest active basketball player. In 
fact, 50% of those polled could not name a single 
basketball player for the honor, and 43% could 
not name a baseball player. By contrast, only 
23% of adults, golf fans or not. were unable to 
name a golfer as “best," and Tiger Woods was 
named by the overwhelming majority of those 
who did make a choice. 

Gallup asked golf fans to compare Woods 
today and legendary golf great Jack Nicklaus in 
his prime, when he dominated the golf world in 
similar fashion during the 1970s Even though 
Woods is just 24 years old and has won only two 
of the “majors” (the Masters in 1997 and the PGA 
Championship last year) compared to Nicklaus's 
lifetime record of eighteen major titles, the fans 
S 6II come clown on the side of Woods, Fifty-three 
percent of golf fans say Woods today is belter 
than Nicklaus was at his peak, while 41% say 
Nicklaus then was better than Woods now. 

While Tiger Woods is credited with an ex¬ 
plosion of interest in golf, especially among mi¬ 
norities and young people, Gallup's findings show 
that golf remains very much a niche sport for 
many Americans. Just 5% say golf is their favorite 


sport to watch, far behind football (33%) basket¬ 
ball (16%), and baseball (13%). Additionally, 
only one in three consider themselves to be fans 
of professional golf (34%), while 55% are base¬ 
ball fans and 46% are basketball fans. 

As might be expected, fan support for profes¬ 
sional golf largely is close to the percentage of 
Americans who play the game Twenty percent of 
the adult population play regularly or occasionally, 
while another 13% play rarely—a total of 33%. 
The largest percentages of those who play golf 
come from the 3(L49 age bracket (24%) and the 
18-29 age bracket (21%) And despite industry 
statistics that show an increase in interest among 
women, golf remains a sport dominated by men: 
32% of men play regularly or occasionally, com¬ 
pared to 9% oi women Golf is, however, clearly a 
sport that requires money: 29% of those who make 
$50,000 or more play golf, compared to just 5% 
among those making less than $20,000 per year. 

Television brings to the golf fan images of 
die world’s greatest courses, perfectly manicured 
oases for the game of a lifetime. For the first 
time. Gallup interviewers asked those who play 
the game regularly or occasionally, “If you could 
play any golf course in the world, which one 
would it be?" One might expect Augusta 
National Golf Club, where the Masters is be in a 

c 

played this weekend, to top die list However, the 
overwhelming favorite “dream course ' was 
Pebble Beach, the site of this year’s U.S. Open: 
37% of golfers selected it as the course they 
would most like to play Augusta National fin¬ 
ished second wilh 1 1%. and the “birthplace of 
soli." Scotland's St. Andrews, was third with 

C 

S% Thirty-three percent of golfers mentioned 
other courses, such as Ptnehurst and Saw grass, 
but none received significant support 

APRIL 10 
ABORTION 

Interview Dates: 3/30-4/2/00 
CNN '/USA 7W<rv/GaHLip Pull 

Survey #GO 130395 

* 

Do you think abortions should be legal 
undei anx circumstances, L gal only under 
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certain circumstances, or 

illegal i 

in all cir- 

cumstances? 

Legal, 

Legal, 

Illegal, 

any 

certain 

alt* 

2000 Mar 30-Apr 2 .. .28% 

51% 

19% 

2000 Jan 13-16.26 

56 

15 

1999 Apr 30-May 2...27 

55 

16 

1998 Jan 16-IS.23 

59 

17 

1997 Nov 6-9..26 

55 

17 

J 997 Aug 12-13.22 

61 

15 

1996 Sep 20-22 _24 

52 

17 

1996Jul 25-28 .25 

58 

15 

1995 Sep 22-24 .31 

54 

12 

1995 Feb 24-26 .33 

50 

15 

1994 Sep 6-7 ..33 

52 

13 

1994 Mar 28-30 .31 

51 

15 

1993 Mar 12-14.32 

51 

13 

1992 Jul 23-24** ....34 

48 

15 

1992 Jun 29 .....34 

48 

13 

1992 Jan 16-19.3! 

53 

14 

1991 Sep 5-8 .33 

49 

14 

1991 May 30-Jun 2 .. ,32 

50 

17 

1990 Apr 5-20.31 

53 

12 

1989Jul6-9 ... . ?9 

51 

17 

1989 Jul 6-7**.29 

51 

17 

1989 Apr 12-13** ...27 

50 

IS 

1988 Sep 25-Oct I ...24 

57 

17 

1985 Jan 3-4**.21 

55 

21 

1983 Jun 24-27 .23 

58 

16 

1981 May 8-11 ......23 

52 

21 

1980 Jul 11-14.25 

53 

18 

1979 Feb 23-26 .22 

54 

19 

1977 Dec 9-12.22 

55 

19 

1975 Apr 4-7.21 

54 

11 

■*—* j— 

opinion” is omitted. 

**Gallup/Afen , meeJr poll 

Asked of those who replied 

"certain circum- 

stances": Do you think abortion should be 

legal in most circumstances. 

or only 

in a few 

circumstances? 

Legal, Legal, 

Legal. 

Illegal 

any most 

few 

a//* 

2000 Mar 30- 

A pr2.28% 11% 

38% 

19% 

2000 Jan 13-16 .. .26 17 

39 

15 


] 999 Apr 30- 


May 2. 

.27 

12 

42 

16 

1998 Jan 16-18 

.23 

16 

42 

17 

1997 Nov 6-9 ... 

.26 

15 

40 

17 

1997 Aug 12-13 .. 

.22 

12 

48 

15 

1996Jul 25-28 .. 

.25 

13 

43 

15 

1995 Sep 22-24 .. 

.31 

14 

39 

12 

1995 Feb 24-26 .. 

.32 

9 

41 

15 

1994Sep6-7 

.33 

13 

38 

13 


* l ’No opinion” is omitted. 


Views on Abortion by Gender 


Legal, any 

National 

adults 

Men 

Women 

circumstances 
Legal, most 

28% 

25% 

30% 

circumstances 
Legal, few 

11 

13 

10 

circumstances 
Illegal, all 

38 

42 

35 

circumstances 

19 

17 

20 

No opinion 

4 

3 

5 


With respect to the abortion issue, would 
you consider yourself to be pro-choice, or 
pro-life? 


Mixed, 
neither, 
don 7 
know 


1998 Jan 16-18 . 
1997 Nov 6-9 .. 
1997 Aug 12-13 
1996 Jul 25-2$ . 
1996 Jul 18-21 . 
1996 Mar 15-17 
1995 Sep 22-24 


terms 
f vol.), 
no 


Pro-choice 

Pro-life 

opinion 

I.. .48% 

43% 

9% 

2.. .48 

42 

10 

.., ,48 

45 

7 

51 

■■ * 4 1 

40 

9 

... .47 

44 

9 

-53 

36 

I ( 

... .48 

40 

12 

... .56 

37 

7 

... .56 

33 

Jl 


Thinking about how the abortion issue might 
affect your vote for major offices, would you 
only vote for a candidate who shares your 


110 


THE GALLUP POLL 


views on abortion, consider a candidate’s 
position on abortion as just one of many im¬ 
portant factors when voting, or would you 
not see abortion as a major issue ? 



Shares 

One of 

Not 


your 

manv 

w 

major 


views 

factors 

issue* 

2000 Mar 30-Apr 2 . 

.. 15% 

49% 

33% 

1999 Apr 30-May 2 . 

..19 

51 

27 

1996 Jul 25-28 _ 

..16 

51 

30 

1996 Jul 18-21_ 

..IS 

48 

30 

1992 Jun 29** .... 

. .13 

46 

36 


5 “No opinion” is omitted. 
'^Registered voters 


Have you heard or read anything about RU- 
486, the so-called abortion pill? 



2000 

1996 


Mar 30- 

Jul 


Apr 2 

25-28 

Yes. 

.54% 

65% 

No 

* V ft * ■ * * 4 .q + *-#**■*. 

.46 

35 


Would you, personally, favor or oppose 
making Rif-486, an abortion pill, available 
in the United States as a prescription drug ? 



2000 

1996 


Mar 30- 

Jul 


Apr 2 

25-28 

Favor . 


43% 

Oppose .. 

» . t t . T * ,47 

44 

No opinion. 

14 

t 1 1 # i i i A 1 

13 


How, / am going to read some specific situa¬ 
tions under which an abortion might be con¬ 
sidered, For each one, please say whether 
you think abortion should he legal m that 
situation, or illegal: 

When the woman's life is endangered 9 


Should be legal 

2000 

Mar 30- 
Apr 2 

1996 

Jul 

25-26 

. . . .84% 

88%’ 

Should be illegal . 

... .12 

7 

1 depends (vol.); no opinion 

4 

■ 4 t * W* 

5 


When the woman’s physical health 

i 

| 

£ 

gered? 


2000 

1996 


Mar 30- 

Jut 


Apr 2 

25-26 

Should be legal. 

. . .81% 

82% 

Should be illegal . 

.. .15 

11 

It depends (vol ); no opinion 

. , ..4 

7 

When the woman’s mental health j 

f.v endan- 

gered? 


2 000 

1996 


Mar 30- 

Jul 


Apr 2 

25-26 

Should be legal... 

,. .64% 

66% 

Should be illegal . 

...29 

27 

It depends (vol.); no opinion 

.. ..7 

7 


When there is evidence that the baby may be 
physically impaired r> 



2000 

1996 


Mar 30- 

Jul 


Apr 2 

7^-26 

Should be legal. 

.53% 

53% 

Should be illegal .. 

.39 

37 

It depends (vol.); no opinion 

.8 

10 

When there is evidence 

that the baby 

may be 

mentally impaired? 


2000 

1996 


Mar 30- 

Jul 


Apr 2 

25-26 

Should be legal. 

.53% 

54% 

Should be illegal . 

_40 

36 

It depends (vol.); no opinion 

.7 

10 

When the pregnancy was caused by 

rape or 

incest ? 


2000 

1996 


Mar 30- 

Jul 


Apr 2 

25-26 

Should be legal. 

.. . .78% 

77%r 

Should be illegal 

... .19 

IS 

It depends (vol ); no opinion 

.3 

5 
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When the woman or family cannot afford to 
raise the child? 



2000 

1996 


Mar 30- 

Jul 


Apr 2 

25-26 

Should be legal. 

_34% 

32% 

Should be illegal . 

... .62 

62 

It depends (vok); no opinion 

4 

i » ■ m □ * 

6 


Thinking more generally, do you think abor¬ 
tion should generally be legal or generally 
illegal during each of the following stages of 
pregnancy: 

In the first three months of pregnancy? 



2000 

1996 


Mar 30- 

Jul 


Apr 2 

25-26 

Should be legal.. 

.. .65% 

64% 

Should be illegal . 

.. .31 

30 

It depends (vok); no opinion . 

....4 

6 

In the second three months of pregnancy? 


2000 

1996 


Mar 30- 

Jul 


Apr 2 

25-26 

Should be legal.. 

.. .24% 

26% 

Should be illegal .... 

. . .69 

65 

It depends (vok); no opinion . 

.. . .7 

9 

In the last three months of pregnancy? 



2000 

1996 


Mar 30- 

Jul 


Apr 2 

25-26 

Should be legal. 

,.. .8% 

13% 

Should be illegal . 


82 

It depends (vok); no opinion . 

... .6 

5 


If you could vote on this issue directly, 
would you vote for or against a law which 
would make it dlegal to perform a specific 
abortion procedure conducted in the last six 
months of pregnancy known as a '‘partial 
birth abortion, except in cases necessary to 
save the life of the mother? 

Vote for Vote against No 
law law opinion 

2000 Mar 30-Apr 2 .. .66% 29% 5% 


2000 Jan 13-16* ... 

..64 

31 

1999 Apr 30-May 2 . 

. .61 

34 

1998Jan 16-18* ... 

..61 

36 

1997Mar* ....... 

1 4 

40 

1996 Apr*. 

..57 

39 


5 

5 

3 
5 

4 


^Question wording: Do von favor or oppose the 
following proposal—a law which would make it 
illegal to perform a specific abortion procedure 
conducted in the last six months of pregnancy 
known as a “partial birth" abortion, except in 
cases necessary to save the life of the mother? 


Analysis: The abortion issue continues to be a 
newsmaker in 2000, as it has been virtually con¬ 
tinuously since the Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade 
decision was handed down in 1973. Last week the 
U.S, House of Representatives voted by a veto- 
proof majority, 287-141, to ban the late-term 
abortion procedure known as “partial-birth” abor¬ 
tion. In other news, the Food and Drug Admin¬ 
istration’s review of the French abortion pill 
RU-486 appears to be further delayed, although 
approval could still be announced this year 
Perhaps most significantly, pro-choice Repub¬ 
licans are gearing up tor another battle over their 
party’s platform position against abortion, a move 
certain to elevate the issue’s importance at the 
GOP convention this summer in Philadelphia. 

In a recent Gallup Poll, the majority of 
Americans reject extreme positions on abortion 
and iavor legalizing it under limited conditions 
Just 28% think abortion should be legal under 
any circumstances, and even fewer (19%) think ii 
should be illegal in all circumstances, while 51% 
say it should be legal “only under certain circum¬ 
stances.” These results are generally consistent 
with die public’s position on the abortion issue in 
recent years. And while there have been slight 
shifts in altitudes on abortion over the past 
twenty-five years, the basic pattern remains the 
same as when Gallup first asked the question in 
1975. No major differences are seen today be¬ 
tween men and women on the abortion issue—■ 
again, a finding that is consistent with Gallup s 
long-term trends. 

The most common political labels used to 
identify proponents and opponents of abortion— 
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“pro-choice" and “pro-life”—arc roughly equally 
adopted by the public. Just under one-half (48%) 
consider themselves to be “pro-choice,” while 
slightly fewer (43%) call themselves “pro-life.” 

The level of support for abortion appears to 
vary significantly, depending upon the specific 
circumstances under which the procedure takes 
place It takes little probing, for example, to find 
that support for abortion rises to as high as 84% 
in circumstances in which the woman’s life is in 
danger, and drops to as low as 8% for abortions 
conducted in the third trimester. In fact, Ameri¬ 
cans appear to be sympathetic to many of the cir¬ 
cumstances that compel some women to choose 
abortion. In addition to the “life of the mother," 
most respondents think abortion should be legal 
when the woman’s physical health is endangered 
(81%), or when the pregnancy is the result of 
rape or incest (78%). A majority also support ter¬ 
mination when the woman's menial health is en¬ 
dangered (64%). and when there is evidence the 
baby may be physically impaired (53%) or men¬ 
tally impaired (53%). On the other hand, they re¬ 
ject financial inability, with only 34%’ saying 
abortion should be legal when the woman or fam¬ 
ily cannot afford to raise the child; 62% object to 
this rationale. 

Despite general acceptance of abortion in 
the early stages of pregnancy, the public tilts 
against legalizing a drug that induces abortions in 
the first trimester, Today, only 39% favor making 
the abortion pill RU-486 available in the United 
States as a prescription drug; 47% oppose U, 
while 14% are unsure However, much of this op¬ 
position could be due to Americans’ lack of fa¬ 
miliarity with the drug. Only 54% have heard oi 
read anything about RU-486. Among this group, 
approval of its introduction into the United Slates 
as a prescription drug is relatively high, with 54%’ 
in favor and only 38%> opposed. By contrast, dis¬ 
approval of RU-486 is high among the 45% of 
Americans who have not heard of the drug. 
Among this group only 23% favor its use, while 
58% are opposed. 

The Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act was 
originally introduced in Congress in 1995. Gallup 
Polls since then indicate the public widely favors 
logislation that would ban a particular procedure 


used to perform late-term abortions, except in 
cases in which it is necessary to save the life of 
the mother. In the latest survey, 66% support the 
legislation to ban partial-birth abortions, while 
just 29 % oppose it. In fact, the ban is supported 
by a majority of Democrats and those who call 
themselves pro-choice as well as by most Repub¬ 
licans and those who say they are pro-life. 

APRIL 11 

ELIAN GONZALEZ 

Interview Dates' 4/7—1/9/00 
CNN IUSA Today/Gallup Poll 
Survey «GO 130477 

Which of the following solutions do you think 
would be in the best interests of Elian 
Gonzalez—for him to remain in the United 
States to live with relatives who have re¬ 
quested he stay here, or for him to live with Iris 
father in Cuba, as his father has requested? 


2000 

2000 

2000 

Apr 

Mar 30 

Feb 

7-9 

Apr 2 

14-15 

Remain in 

United States.31% 

31% 

36% 

Live with father 

in Cuba ...60 

56 

55 

Other (vok); 

no opinion . 9 

13 

9 

Overall, do sou approve 

or disapprove of 

the way the U.S federal ttgencii 

>s dealing 

with the El fan Gonzalez situation 

have lum- 

died the case so far ? 


Those 

Those 


who 

who 


want 

want 


Elton 

Elian 

National 

to 

to 

intuits 

remain 

return 

Approve . ... ~ ,c 

31 % 

34% 

Disapprove . 60 

61 

V 

(>1 

5 

No opinion . . B 

G 


What do von think the federal government 
should do if tf orders the relatives of Elton 


r\VO THOUSAND 


153 


















Gonzalez in Miami to turn the boy over to 
his father, but the family refuses to do so — 
should the government then have the author¬ 
ities physically remove the boy from the 
Miami home, or not? 

Yes, physically remove him .59% 


No, not physically remove him.29 

It depends; other (vol.)...4 


No opinion .....8 

Analysis: Americans believe that it is in the best 
interests of Eh'an Gonzalez that he return to Cuba 
with his father, and that the U.S, government 
should physically remove him from the Miami 
home where he is staying if his relatives do not 
turn over the boy. At the same time, the majority 
of respondents disapprove of the way federal 
agencies have been handling the situation, which 
has been in dispute for over four months. 

When Gallup first asked Americans their 
opinion on what action would be in the best inter¬ 
ests of 6-year-old Elfan last December, the public 
was split, with 45% saying that he should return, 
and 45% saying that he should remain with his 
relatives in Miami. Now, despite the publicity 
surrounding the arrival of Elian’s father in this 
country last week, a 2-to-I ratio (60% to 31%) of 
Americans interviewed through Sunday night 
favor the boy’s return to Cuba. 

Across the country. Republicans do not dif¬ 
fer significantly from Democrats in their feelings 
about the case. Republicans come down in favor 
of the boy reluming to Cuba by a 57% to 35% 
margin, while Democrats are only slightly 
stronger in their opinions, favoring Elian’s return 
by 64% to 27%. Similarly, there are very few dif¬ 
ferences on this issue by ideolocv, with self- 
described conservatives essentially as likely to 
favor his return as moderates and liberals. 

Despite the fact that a majority of Ameri¬ 
cans agree with the U.S. government position that 
Eitan should return to Cuba, 60% also disapprove 
of the way in which the government has handled 
the situation, while just 32% approve. Conven¬ 
tional wisdom might dictate that those who op¬ 
pose the government ruling that Elfan should 
return would be most negative toward its han¬ 


dling of the case, but the negative assessment of 
the government is held by Americans regardless 
of their opinion on the matter. 

One of the emerging, and important, issues 
concerns the actual process by which Elfan could 
be transferred from his relatives in Miami to the 
custody of his father, which has been ordered by 
U.S. government officials. Although family 
members in Miami have said that they will obey 
the law, there are indications that other residents 
of the area may protest and blockade the neigh¬ 
borhood if officials come to remove him The 
U.S. government is seeking ways to find a neutral 
place for the transfer, but the poll shows that if 
these efforts fail, the public would support 
forcible removal if necessary. 

APRIL 11 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS 

Interview Dates: 4/7-4/9/00 
CNN/tAS/l Today/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130477 

If Vice President Al Gore were the Demo¬ 
cratic Party’s candidate and Texas Governor 
George W. Bush were the Republican 
Party's candidate, whom would you be more 
likely to vote for—-Al Gore, the Democrat, or 
George W. Bush, the Republican? [IF 
UNDECIDED: As of today, do you lean 
more toward Al Gore, the Democrat, or 
George W. Bush, the Republican?] 



Gore 

Bush 

Other 
(vol.), 
no 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Apr 7-9. 

..41% 

50% 

9% 

2000 Mar 30-Apr 2 . 

. .45 

46 

9 

2000 Mar 10—12 ... 

. .43 

49 

8 

2000 Feb 25-27 ... 

. .43 

52 

5 

2000 Feb 20-21 ... 

, .45 

50 

5 

2000Feb 14-15 ... 

. .45 

50 

5 

2000 Feb 4-6 . 

44 

■C ■ 

53 

3 

Registered Voters 

2000 Apr 7-9 ..... 

. .41 

48 

11 

2000 Mar 30-Apr 2 . 

..45 

44 

11 

2000 Mar 10-12 ... 

..44 

49 

7 
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2000 Feb 25-27 .... .44 51 5 

2000 Feb 20—21 .... .44 51 5 

2000 Feb 14-15 46 48 6 

2000 Feb 4-6 .45 51 4 


Now suppose that the year 2000 presidential 
election were being held today, and it in¬ 
cluded Al Gore as the Democratic Party ’s 
candidate, George W. Bush as the Repub¬ 
lican Party's candidate, and political com¬ 
mentator Pat Buchanan as the Reform 
Party’s candidate. Would you vote for Al 
Gore, the Democrat; George W. Bush, the 
Republican; or Patrick Buchanan, the 
Reform Party’s candidate 9 (IF UNSURE: 
As of today, do you lean toward Al Gore, the 
Democrat; George W. Bush, the Republi¬ 
can; or Pat Buchanan, the Reform Party’s 
candidate ? ] 


„ Gore 

Bush 

Buchanan 

Other 

(vol }: 

no 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Apr 7-9.42% 

48% 

4% 

6% 

2000 Mar 10-12 .. .43 

47 

6 

4 

2000 Jan 7-10 . ...42 

50 

5 

3 

Registered Voters 

2000 Apr 7-9.40 

45 

6 

9 

2000 Mar 10-12 .. .44 

45 

5 

6 

2000 Jan 7-10 ... .41 

49 

6 

4 


Please tell me whether yon agree or dis¬ 
agree that each of the following has the per¬ 
sonality and leadership qualities a president 
should have: 


Al Gore? 



No 

Likely Voters 

Agree 

Disagree 

opinion 

-000 Apr 7-9 . 

. .51%? 

44% 

5% 

2000 Jan 17-19_ 

National Adults 

..50 

47 

3 

2000 Apr 7-9 . 

. .52 

41 

7 

2000 Jan 17-19_ 

. .52 

43 

5 


George W. Bush? 


No 


Likely Voters 

Agree 

Disagree 

opinion 

2000 Apr 7-9 ,. 

.62% 

31% 

19c 

2000 Jan 17-19 
National Adults 

.64 

32 

4 

2000 Apr 7-9 .. 

.61 

30 

9 

2000 Jan 17-19 

.65 

28 

7 


Analysis: Since the caucuses and primary voting 
began at the end of January. Texas Governor 
George W. Bush has consistently enjoyed a mod¬ 
est, single-digit lead over Vice President Al Gore 
in the race for president, a margin that by last 
week had diminished to a single point. 46% to 
45% A new Gallup Poll, conducted April 7-9. 
shows Bush regainin'! a wider advantage, now 
leading Gore by 9 points, 50% to 41%. It political 
commentator Pat Buchanan becomes the Retorm 
Party's candidate, the pull suggests he would hurt 
Bush slightly, reducing the Texas governor's lead 
over the vice president to 6 points. 48% to 42%:, 
with Buchanan receiving 4%. 

Bush's increased support in this poll over 
that of a week ago represents a shifi nt votes of 
about 4% of the electorate and appears to be 
evenly distributed among most groups of voters. 
Male and female voters each show a net shift in 
Bush’s direction of 4 points, and among voters 
across the four geographic regions, the shifts 
toward Bush are similar. 

The two candidates draw about equal sup¬ 
port from the public for their policy proposals, as 
52%' say Gore's policies would move the country 
in the right direction and 51% say thai about 
Bush While these results are similar to those ob¬ 
tained for Gore in a Gallup Poll last October, thej 
represent a considerable diminution of support 
tor Bush, as 64% gave his policies a favorable 
rating in that poll. At that time. Bush also led 
Gore in the presidential race by 16 points. 

Although currently even on the policy dimen¬ 
sion. Bush continues to enjoy a considerable mar¬ 
gin 0 ver Gore on the issue of leadership, which 
likely accounts for die Texas governor’s overall 
lead' in the presidential race The current poll 
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shows that 62% of voters say Bush possesses the 
“personality and leadership qualities” a president 
should have, compared with just 51% who say that 
about Gore—essentially unchanged for both candi¬ 
dates from the last time this dimension was mea¬ 
sured, in January' of this year. 


APRIL 13 
U.S. CENSUS 

Interview Dates: 4/7—4/9/00 
CNN/USA Today /Gallup Poll 
Survey t J #GO 130477 

As far as you know, has your household re¬ 
ceived your official 2000 U S. Census form 
from the government yet? 


Yes ....91% 

No .. 

No opinion.. . ,2 


Asked of those who have received the U.S. 
Census form: Census records indicate that 
many Americans have not yet had the oppor¬ 
tunity to return their Census forms . Which 
one of the following statements applies to 
your household—you have not had the 
chance to fill out the form yet but you plan 
to: or you have misplaced or lost the form; 
or you object to the form and don 'f plan to 
fill it out; or you have already filled out (he 
form but have not yet returned it; or you 

have already filled out the form and re¬ 
turned it? 

Not had a chance but plan to. 7 % 

Misplaced or lost form. 1 

Object to form and don’t plan to fill out. 2 

Filled out form but haven’t returned it 7 

Filled out form and relumed it. go 

Other (voL) . * 

No °P inion . '.'.'.'.['a 

*Less than 1 % 

Do you consider the Census an invasion of 
your privacy, or not? 


Yes...]g% 

No ....... .80 

No opinion. 1 

Analysis: U.S. Census officials have been wor¬ 
ried that Americans may be sitting on their census 
forms because of concerns over confidentiality or 
because they perceive the Census as an invasion 
of privacy. However, a poll conducted this past 
weekend shows that there are very few people 
who are refraining from Filling out their forms for 
these reasons. Instead, the data indicate that prac¬ 
tical reasons—including not receiving the forms 
or forgetting to mail them in—may be the biggest 
culprits. Additionally, the results show that the 
groups least likely to have returned their Census 
forms are those living in the South, those with 
lower incomes, nonwhites, Democrats, and young 
people. If the current response patterns persist, 
the areas in which these groups live will have the 
most to lose in terms of federal representation 
and appropnations. 

Ninety-one percent recall having received 
the Census forms in the mail. This number is al¬ 
most exactly the same as the percentage who re¬ 
called having received the forms in the mail ten 
years ago. in April 1990. However, a Gallup Poll 
conducted in March showed that 50% did not be¬ 
lieve Census Bureau claims that the data col¬ 
lected would be confidential and not shared with 
other government agencies. In this weekend’s 
poll, 18% believe that the Census is an invasion 
of their privacy. Nevertheless, about eight out ol 
ten of those who recall having received the forms 
claim to have sent them back, for an overall per¬ 
centage of 15% of the adult population in the poll 
who say that they have both received the Census 
form in the mail and sent it back. 

The Census Bureau early this week reported 
that their calculations showed that 62% had re- 
tui ned the forms. The differences between the 
Census and the Gallup Poll estimates may be due 
to a variety of factors. First, some of those 
reached in the poll may have mailed the forms 
back, but they may not have been received and/or 
tabulated yet by the Census Bureau. Second, poll 
respondents may be overreporting or misreport- 
rng their compliance. Third, the percentage return 
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for the Census Bureau is based on an estimate of 
total households that includes people who don't 
speak English, those without telephones, and oth¬ 
ers who in one way or another would not be rep¬ 
resented in the Gallup Poll sample. 

There are differences in the return rate 
among various demographic groups reflected in 
the weekend poll: 

Age: Young people between the ages of 
18-29 are most likely not to have returned the 
form. Many of these young people claim never to 
have received it in the first place. Young people 
are more likely to be either living with their par¬ 
ents or living in college dorms and thus are less 
likely to be aware that their household form has 
been Filled in (college students are supposed to fill 
them in at their current place of residence, not 
their home). Additionally, young people are more 
mobile, and moving around makes it less likely 
the form has found them. Finally, young people 
are less likely to participate in other civic activi¬ 
ties such as voting, and it may be that they are less 
likely to take these types of obligations seriously 

Socioeconomic status; As the Census Bureau 
has found in past research, lower income individ¬ 
uals are less likely to have returned the forms than 
those with higher levels of income. 

Race: Nonwhites are less likely' than whites 
to report having returned their Census data. 

Democrats; There is approximately a 9 -potnl 
spread between Democrats and Republicans in 
terms of the rate of self-reported returns. Eighty 
percent of Republicans have returned the forms, 
compared to 71% of Democrats. This potential 
disparity between the head count o? those in the 
two parlies has been one of the key points ot po¬ 
litical Fighting over the Census lor years. Demo¬ 
crats have urged procedures to increase the head 
count, including the use of statistical sampling to 
adjust the vote tally, while Republicans have op¬ 
posed such efforts. As these data show, the rea¬ 
soning behind some of this infighting may be that 
the Democrats are eager to shore up the number of 
residents in highly Democratic areas (and hence to 
get more political representation and more fcdeial 
distribution of money) while Republicans would 
Prefer to keep the number of people counted in 
heavily Democratic areas as low as possible 


APRIL 14 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE (IRS) 

Interview Dales: 4/7—4/9/00 
CNN/t/A'A 7W«v/GalIup Poll 
Survey #GO 130477 


Do you consider the amount of federal in¬ 
come tax you have to pay as too high, about 
right, or too low? 



Too 

About 

Too 


high 

right 

low * 

2000 Apr 7-9 

.63% 

33% 

1 % 

1999 Sep 10-14 

_ 68 

28 

1 

1999 Jul 16 . .. 

.60 

37 


1999 Apr 6-7 . 

..65 

29 

2 

1998 Apr. 

. 66 

31 

1 

1997Mar .... 

..58 

' 38 

t 

1996 Apr...... 

.64 

33 

I 

1994 Dec . 

. 66 

30 

1 

1994 Apr. 

..... .56 

42 


1993 Mar .... 

..... .55 

41 

2 

1992 Mur .... 

.56 

39 


1991 Mar .... 

.55 

37 

2 

1990 Mar .... 

.63 

31 

2 

1985 Jun .. 

.63 

32 

i 

1973 Feb. 

.65 

28 

1 

1969 Mar .... 

.69 

25 


1967 Mai ... . 

.58 

38 

1 

1966 Feb. 

.52 

39 

— 

1964 Feb. 

# .. ,56 

35 

1 

1963 Jan .... 

.52 

38 

1 

1962 Jun. 

.63 

32 

1 

1 %2 Feb. 

..48 

45 

— 

1961 Feb. 

.. .. 46 

45 

1 

1957 Apr ..... 

.61 

31 

■t h 

1953 Feb. 

.59 

37 


1952 Feb. 

.71 

26 


1951 Feb .... 

.52 

43 

1 

1950 Feb- 

.57 

40 

— 

1949 Mar . .. 

.43 

53 

1 

1948 Mar 

.57 

38 

1 

1947 Nov . . . 

.63 

32 

— 

1947 Mar . .. 

.... * ,54 

40 


*“No opinion” 11 

s omitted. 



**Less Ilian U* 




All in all. 

which of the 

following he 

st de - 

scribes how van feel 

about iloing 

v 0 u r 
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income taxes—you love it, you like it, you 
dislike it, or you hate it? 



2000 

1991 

1990 


Apr 

Mar 

Mar 


7-9 

28-30 

S-If 

Love it... 

.3% 

2% 

2 % 

Like it. 

. . . .15 

22 

21 

Dislike it ....... 

... .39 

40 

33 

Hate it. 

.. .32 

25 

30 

Neither (vol.) ... 

.9 

8 

10 

No opinion .. . 

2 

3 

4 


What is your overall opinion of the Internal 
Revenue Service, also known as the IRS—is 
it very favorable, somewhat favorable, some¬ 
what unfavorable, or very unfavorable? 

Very favorable. . 5% 

Somewhat favorable . 35 

Somewhat unfavorable . 35 

Very unfavorable... 21 

No opinion .... 4 

Regardless of how you personally feel about 
the Internal Revenue Service, also known as 
the IRS, what kind oj job do you think it is 
doing collecting the nation’s taxes—a very 

good job, a good job, a poor job, or a very 
poorjob? 

2000 1997 

Apr 7-9 March* 
Very good job .,.. 8 % 10 % 

Goodjob .58 59 

Poor job. 21 18 

Very poor job. 7 7 

No opinion .. . . .6 6 

*CNN/7Tme poll 

Analysis: Sixty-three percent of Americans con¬ 
sider the amount of tederal income tax they pay 
as too high. This number is consistent with 
polls dating back to the 1960s. all showing at 
least 55% of respondents holding this view. It is a 
rare citizen who thinks federal income taxes are 
too low-only 1 % in the latest poll and never 
more than 2 % since this question was first asked 


in 1947. Typically, those who do not think taxes 
are "too high" think they are “about right"—a 
sentiment shared by 33% in the latest poll. Those 
at the highest levels of income are most likely to 
think taxes are too high (70% of those with in¬ 
comes above $75,000), but even those at lower 
income levels agree (50% of those making 
$ 20,000 or less). 

Perhaps the feeling that taxes are too high 
explains why Americans have a generally unfa¬ 
vorable view of the Internal Revenue Service. 
Fifty-six percent have either a “somewhat" or 
“very" unfavorable view of the IRS. Men are 
more likely than women to view the IRS unfavor¬ 
ably (61% compared to 51%), as are high-income 
respondents— 68 % of those making $ 75,000 or 
more have a negative view of the IRS, while only 
44% of those making $20,000 or less do. 

Despite the negative overall opinion, 
Americans lend to admit that the agency does a 
good job of collecting the nation's taxes. A 
strong majority ( 66 %) think die IRS does either a 
“very good” or “good” job. Only 28% think it 
does a "poor” or “very poor” job. Somewhat sur¬ 
prisingly, conservatives are much more likely 
than liberals to credit the IRS for doing a good 
job collecting taxes (71% compared to 58%). 
This is especially noteworthy given that conserv¬ 
atives are much more likely to view the IRS unfa¬ 
vorably than are liberals (60% compared to 48%). 

Gallup also asked Americans how they felt 
about completing their taxes As one might ex¬ 
pect, the vast majority do not enjoy doing this 
yearly task. Thirty-two percent “hated it” and an 
additional 39% “disliked it.” Less than one in 
five admit to “liking” or "loving” doing their 
taxes. Those who think taxes are too high, not 
surprisingly, are more likely to report disliking or 
hating to work on their taxes ( 79 %) than are 
those who think their taxes are about right (62%) 

APRIL 18 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
MOVEMENT AT 30 

Interview Dales: 4/3-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130220 
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There are many social movements that try to 
have an impact on policy making in our na¬ 
tion. For each of the following social move¬ 
ments, please tell me how much of an impact 
you think it has had on our nation's poli¬ 
cies—a great deal, a moderate amount, a 
slight amount, or none at all: 


Civil rights movement? 

Great deal..50% 

Moderate amount..35 

Slight amount...11 


Slight amount....13 


None at all ,... . . .4 

No opinion. 1 

Animal rights movement? 

Great deal..15% 

Moderate amount . 35 

Slight amount . 35 

Noneat all .... 13 

No opinion... 2 


None at all ...... 

No opinion. 

Abortion rights movement? 

Great deal..... 

Moderate amount. 

Slight amount.. 

None at all... 

No opinion.. 

Gun control movement? 

Great deal. 

Moderate amount. 

Slight amount.. 

None at all. 

No opinion... 

Gay/lesbian rights movement? 

Great deal. 

Moderate amount .. 

Slight amount.. 

None at all .. 

No opinion... 

Environmental movement? 

Great deal. 

Moderate amount... 

Slight amount.. 

None at all... 

No opinion.. 

Women's rights movement? 

Great deal. 

Moderate amount. 




.39 

.IS 

ta h 0 
. .1 


38% 
.36 
.18 
. .7 

. .1 



Consumers' rights movement? 


Great deal. 

Moderate amount 
Slight amount... 
None at all ,.... 
No opinion ... . 


.46 
23 
. .6 

..4 


Regardless of how much impact, if any, each 
movement has had, please tell me if you per¬ 
sonally strongly agree , somewhat agree, 
somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree 
with its goals: 


Civil rights movement? 

Strongly agree. 

Somewhat agree. 

Somewhat disagree .. 

Strongly disagree .. . 

No opinion. 

Abortion rights movement ? 


. ,49% 
,. .37 
... 8 
... .4 



Strongly agree . 

Somewhat agree 
SomewhaL disagree 

Strongly disagree . 

No opinion. 


. .30% 
. .31 
.11 
. .25 
.. .3 


20 


Gun control movement? 


.... 1 

Strongly agree. 

.. . .43 


Somewhat agree... 

. , .26 


Somewhat disagree ... 

, .. JO 

. . . .42% 

Strongly disagree.. 

_19 

. . ,40 

No opinion. 
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Gay/lesbian rights movement? 

Strongly agree. 

Somewhat agree. 

Somewhat disagree . 

Strongly disagree ........ . 

No opinion. 


. .15% 
. .34 
..18 
..29 


Environmental movement ? 


Strongly agree ..... .43% 

Somewhat agree. 40 

Somewhat disagree . 10 

Strongly disagree... .5 

No opinion .. .2 


Ui/uftvf’.Y rights movement? 


Strongly agree... .45% 

Somewhat agree. 40 

Somewhat disagree .. 9 

Strongly disagree. 4 

No opinion. ^ 

K ****** iR < 4 rii#iit4ti 


There are many different kinds of environ¬ 
mental organizations, including large na- 
dona! and international organizations like 
the Sierra Club and Greenpeace, as well as 
smaller, local organizations. Do you, your¬ 
self belong to any large national or interna¬ 
tional environmental organizations? 


Yes.... 5 % 

No .. 

No opinion...* 

*Less than l % 


Next, do you, yourself belong to any envi¬ 
ronmental groups or organizations in your 
local community, region , or state? 


Yes ........ 

No . 

No opinion .. 

'"Less than 1 % 



Animal rights movement? 

Strongly agree. 

Somewhat agree. 

Somewhat disagree . 

Strongly disagree . 

No opinion.. 


29% 

43 

16 

.9 

.3 


Consumers' rights movement? 

Strongly agree .. 

Somewhat agree . . 

Somewhat disagree . 

Strongly disagree. 

No opinion. 


.. .30% 
...52 
...10 
... .3 
. ...5 


Dunking specifically about the environmental 
movement, do you think of yourself as an ac¬ 
tive participant in the environmental move¬ 
ment, sympathetic toward the movement but 
not active, neutral, or unsympathetic toward 

thv cnvtKonfjwniQl 


Active participant 

Sympathetic. 

Neutral. 

Unsympathetic . .. 

No opinion. 


..16% 
. .55 
. .23 
. ..5 

* * w I 


Please tell me how much you trust each of 
the following to protect the quality of our 
nation '5 environment—a great deal, a mod¬ 
erate amount, a slight amount, or none at 
all: 

Federai environmental agencies like the EPA 7 

Great deal...27% 

Moderate amount. 45 

. .* 1 * M I t I I • . t t I 


Slight amount.. 1 8 

None at all ......... 9 

No opinion. l 


Large corporations? 


Great deal. 

Moderate amount 
Slight amount... 



None at all .. 
No opinion .. 


State environmental agencies? 

Great deal. 

Moderate amount.. 

Slight amount. 

None at all ... 

No opinion .. 


. .9% 
.28 
.33 
.29 
. .1 


21 % 

.51 
.19 
. ,8 
. .1 
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National environmental organizations? 

Great deal..34% 

Moderate amount.. 44 

Slight amount. 14 

None at all .. .7 

No opinion... 1 

The U.S . Congress? 


Great deal....10% 

Moderate amount... .38 

Slight amount...3! 

None at all. 20 

No opinion. I 


Local environmental organizations? 


The Democratic Pony 7 


Great deal.... 15 % 

Moderate amount. 41 

Slight amount.26 

None at all .. 17 

No opinion. .1 


Which of these, if any, have you, yourself 
done in the past year: 

Avoided using certain products that harm 
the environment? 

Yes....83% 

No .17 


Great deal....2S% 

Moderate amount. .46 

Slight amount..19 

None at all.. .6 

No opinion. I 


Been active in a group or organization that 
works to protect the environment? 

Ypc 15% 

No .. .85 


Small businesses? 


Great deal.. ... 13% 

Moderate amount...35 

Slight amount... 34 

None at all .. .18 

No opinion.* 


*Less than 1 % 


Voted for or worked for candidates because 
of their position on environmental issues? 


Yes 

No . 


.28% 

.72 


Contributed money to an environmental con 
sortition, or wildlife preservation group .'’ 


Local government agencies? 

Great deal. 

Moderate amount. 

Slight amount... 

None at all ... 

No opinion... 

*Less than 1 % 


. 12 % 

,47 

.28 

13 



Yes 

No 




Contacted a public official about an envi¬ 
ronmental issue? 


Yes ... 
No ... 



The Republican Party ? 

Great deal.10% 

Moderate amount...33 

Slight amount.....32 

None at all..24 

No opinion.... 1 


Contacted a business to complain about its 
prociuc ts or policies because (hey harm the 
environment? 


Yes 

No 


. 13% 

87 
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Signed a petition supporting an environmen¬ 
tal group or some environmental protection 
effort? 


Yes 

No 


. .31% 
. .69 


Attended a meeting concerning the environ¬ 
ment? 


Yes 

No .... 


20 % 



Tried to use less water in your household? 

Yes ...83% 

No ...,...17 


Bought some product specifically because 
you thought it wo.v better for the environ¬ 
ment than competing products? 


Yes ....73% 



Voluntarily recycled newspapers, glass, alu¬ 
minum, motor oil, or other items? 

Yes.90% 

No ....10 


Reduced your household's use of energy? 

Yes.83% 

No ...17 

Bought or sold stocks based on the environ¬ 
mental record of the companies? 

Yes ..9 % 

No .-«.. 

Analysis: April 22 not only marks the 30th an¬ 
niversary of Earth Day, but it is widely viewed as 
representing the 30th birthday of the modern en¬ 
vironmental movement. That hugely successful 
celebration, held nationwide on April 22, 1970, 
fused ’60s activism with concern over environ¬ 
mental quality and thrust “the environment” to 
the forefront. New organizations, such as the 
National Resources Defense Council, were 
formed at both the national and local levels, and 


older conservation organizations, such as the 
Sierra Club and the National Audubon Society, 
adopted a broader environmental agenda. 

The emergence of a highly visible environ¬ 
mental movement was accompanied by passage of 
landmark legislation, such as the National 
Environmental Policy Act, and the establishment 
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
These developments, combined with similar laws 
and agencies at the state level, institutionalized the 
concerns of environmentalists. A key element in 
the continued success of the environmental move¬ 
ment is that it has always enjoyed considerable 
public support, particularly for its key goal of envi¬ 
ronmental protection, Americans continue to sup¬ 
port environmental protection, and this is evident 
in Gallup’s new Earth Day 2000 Poll. As shown in 
a Gallup news story, which focused on environ¬ 
mental attitudes, a healthy majority chooses envi¬ 
ronmental protection over economic growth, and 
only 10% think that the government is doing “too 
much” in terms of protecting the environment 

When presented with a list of eight impor¬ 
tant social movements active in recent decades 
and asked to rate them in terms of their impact on 
our nation’s policies, three-fourths of Americans 
(76%) rate the environmental movement as hav¬ 
ing had either “a great deal” or ”a moderate 
amount” of success This places it behind the 
civil rights and women’s rights movements, in a 
virtual tie with the abortion rights and gun control 
movements (both of which are extremely visible 
at present), and ahead of the consumers’ right-., 
animal rights, and gay and lesbian rights move¬ 
ments. When next asked to indicate the degree to 
which they agree or disagree with the goals of the 
various movements, 83% express agreement and 
only 15% express disagreement with the goals of 
the environmental movement, which trails only 
the civil rights and women’s rights movements in 
levels of agreement. 

Observers of the environmental movement 
have often argued that it is one of the three major 
social movements—the others being the civil 
rights and women’s rights movements—to have 
arisen in the last half of the twentieth century'' The 
foregoing results provide some support for this 
claim, as the environmental movement enjoys a 
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degree of public agreement with its goals similar 
to that enjoyed by these other two movements. In 
terms of' perceived impact on policy making, how¬ 
ever, it clearly lags behind, and is currently chal¬ 
lenged by, the highly visible gun control and 
abortion rights’ movements for third place 

In addition to rating the environmental 
movement, respondents were asked a series ol 
questions about their personal relationship to it 
When asked if they consider themselves as active 
participants in the environmental movement, sym¬ 
pathetic but not active, or neutral or unsympa¬ 
thetic, nearly one in six (16%) say they are active. 
Another 55% are sympatlietic, and only 5% are 
unsympathetic. This question has been asked in a 
variety of polls since 1978. Between 1978 and 
1983, four national polls found between 7% and 
13% claiming to be active in the environmental 
movement, and 47% to 55% sympatlietic toward 
it. The combined figures for the active and sympa¬ 
thetic categories for these four polls ranged from 
60% to 66%. The current survey's results of 71% 
(16% active and 55% sympathetic) thus represents 
a modest rise over past decades in the proportion 
of Americans indicating active involvement in. or 
at least a sympathetic orientation toward, the envi¬ 
ronmental movement. 

In most parts of the nation, it is common 
these days to find environmental groups active at 
the neighborhood, community, and regional 
levels. The growth oi such groups has led to a 
more diverse movement, and the vitality of local 
environmental activism is reflected in responses 
to two questions about organizational member¬ 
ship. Although only 5% indicate membership in 
htrge national and international organizations 
such as the Siena Club and Greenpeace, 9% re¬ 
port belonging to groups and organizations in 
their local community, region, or slate. These fig¬ 
ures translate into millions of members for both 
national and local organizations. 

There are many things that Americans can 
■ to help protect the environment besides join- 
environmental organizations Simple house¬ 
hold activities such as recycling (90%), reducing 
energy usage (83%), and trying to use less water 
("3%) are most common, closely followed by 
s hopping behaviors. Many have avoided environ¬ 


mentally harmful products (839? i or bought env i¬ 
ronmentally beneficial products (73%), an indica¬ 
tion of the appeal of “green consumerism." 

Sizable minorities also report more overtly 
activist actions: -40% have contributed money to an 
environmental group, 31% have signed a petition 
for an environmental cause, 20% have attended a 
meeting concerning the environment, 18% have 
contacted a public official about an environmental 
issue, and 15% are active in an environmental 
group or organization Of special relevance in an 
election year is that 28% have voted or worked for 
candidates because of their position on environ¬ 
mental issues. Finally, smaller percentages have 
contacted a business to complain about its prod¬ 
ucts or policies because they harm the environ¬ 
ment (13%), or bought or sold stocks based on the 
environmental record of the companies (9%). 

Consistent with responses to the other sur¬ 
vey questions. most Americans see the environ¬ 
mental movement as havine done more cood than 
harm Three-fourths hold this view, " ith 33% 
indicating the movement has definitely done 
more good than harm and an additional 42% indi¬ 
cating it has probably done more good than harm. 
These results are virtually identical to a 1992 
Gallup survey. Interestingly, there has been a 
slight increase in intensity of feeling. Today, 2! f ? 
believe die movement’s net impact lias been neg¬ 
ative. compared to only 14% in 1992 

When given a list of ten types o! institutions. 
Americans say they have the most trust in na¬ 
tional and local environmental organizations 
when it comes to protecting the nation's environ¬ 
ment. More than three-fourths (78%) have either 
a nreat deal or a moderate amount of trust in na- 
tional environmental organizations, and nearly as 
rnanv (74%) have comparable levels of trust in 
locai ones Only federal and state environmental 
agencies come close to environmental organiza¬ 
tions m terms of the degree to which Americans 
trust them to protect the environment. Moreover, 
they place considerably more trust in local gov¬ 
ernment agencies and the Democratic Party than 
in the Republican Party and large corporations 

As noted in the prior report on Gallup’s Earth 
Dav 2000 survey, however, environmental prob¬ 
lems currently are not a top priority for most 
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Americans, Many environmentalists may lament 
this as they celebrate the 30lh birthday of their 
cause, but this is not an atypical pattern for a social 
movement. No movement, however successful, can 
keep its cause at the top of the nation’s agenda year 
in and year out. The goals of social movements 
must constantly vie with traditional concerns such 
as the economy and crime for national attention. A 
similar pattern is apparent in the civil rights and 
women's movements. Despite l ie strong endorse¬ 
ment given to both of these movements in our sur¬ 
vey, neither racial nor sexual discrimination 
currently leads the list of Americans’ top concerns, 
yet it seems clear that both are destined to remain 
important issues on our nation’s agenda. 

APRIL 18 

CHINA TRADE PACT 

Interview Date*. 4/7—1/9/00 
CNN/U5A 7b(/ay/Galhip Pol! 

Survey //GO 130477 

Which of the following statements comes 
closer to your own view about free trade — 
free trade would be good for the United 
States because it would help the U.S. econ¬ 
omy by expanding exports, or free trade 
would be bad for the Un ited States because 
it would end up costing U.S. jobs? 



2000 

1996 


Apr 

Feb 


7-9 

23-25 

Good for United States . 

.. .43% 

52% 

Bad for United States ... 

.45 

38 

Neither; other (vol.)_ 

.4 

3 

No opinion. 

.8 

7 


Would you favor or oppose Congress pass¬ 
ing a law that would normalize trade rela¬ 
tions between China and the United States 
and that would allow China to join the 
World Trade Organization ? 



2000 

2000 

1999 


Apr 

Jan 

Nov 


7-9 

25-26 

18-21 

Favor. 

-43 % 

50% 

54% 

Oppose . 

.45 

40 

33 

No opinion ..., 

.... .12 

10 

13 


As you may know, China currently receives 
favorable treatment from the United Stales 
in trade matters, but Congress must review 
the terms every year All other countries 
which receive favorable trade status from 
the United States maintain their status with¬ 
out an annual review. Do you think 
Congress should continue to review China’s 
trade status annually, or do you think it 
should stop the review and treat it like ot{un¬ 
favored trade partners? 

Continue annual review. ..,.. .70% 

Stop annual review .23 

No opinion...7 

Do you or does someone in your household 
work in a job that depends on or is benefited 
in some other way by international trade? 


Yes ..19% 

No .. ......80 

No opinion... .1 


Analysis: According to published reports. House 
Minority Leader Richard A. Gephardt will soon 
announce his opposition to the legislation being 
pushed by the Clinton administration that would 
extend norma! trade relations to China, This splii 
in die ranks of Democrats to some degree mirrors 
the division in the American public. In Gallup’s 
latest poll on the topic, 43% favor a law that would 
“normalize trade relations between China and the 
United States and that would allow China to join 
the World Trade Organization,” while 45% oppose 
it. This marks an increase in opposition compared 
to polls conducted in January and last November, 
when 50% and 54%, respectively, favored such a 
pact. (Despite the political overtones of the battle 
over the pact, there are no sign! ileant differences 
between Republicans and Democrats in terms of 
their support for its passing,) Additionally, Ameri¬ 
cans are split on the issue of whether or not irec 
trade with China is good for the United States, and 
70% say that Congress should continue to review 
favorable trade status for China each year, rather 
than making it a standing commitment. 
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APRIL 19 

TERRORIST ATTACKS 

Interview Dates: 4/7—4/9/00 
CNN/USA 7Wav/Gallup Poll 
Survey ttGO 130477 

How worried are you that you or someone in 
your family will become a victim oj a terrorist 
attack similar to the bombing in Oklahoma 
City—very worried, somewhat worried, not 
too worried, or not worried at alt? 



2000 

1996 

1995 


Apr 

Apr 

Apr 


7-9 

9-10 

21-23 

Very worried. 

. .. .4% 

13% 

14% 

Somewhat worried 

...20 

22 

28 

Not too worried ... 

...41 

33 

33 

Not worried at all . 

. .34 

32 

24 

No opinion . 

.. . .1 

% 

I 


*Less than 1% 

As you may know, the only two people who 
have been charged in the Oklahoma City 
bombing are Terry Nichols and Timothy 
McVeigh. Do you think that responsibility 
for the bombing is limited to these men, or 
do you think there are other people respon¬ 
sible for the bombing w ho have not been 
charged? 



2000 

1997 


Apr 

Dec 


7~9 

18-21 

Only Nichols and/or McVeigh . 

. .23% 

16% 

Others responsible.. . . 

. .64 

73 

No opinion. 

. .13 

11 


Do you think the federal government has be¬ 
come so large and powerful that if poses an 
immediate threat to the rights and freedoms 
of ordinary' citizens, or don 7 you think so? 



2000 

1997 


Apr 

Apr 


7-9 

23-24 

Yes, immediate threat 

.. . .45% 

39%) 

Don't think so .. 

5| 

■ $•'»* * * w 4 ' * «-» ■ 

58 

No opinion , . 

.4 

3 


Analysis: April 19, 2000 marks the fifth anniver- 
sary of the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building in Oklahoma City, which re¬ 
sulted in the deaths oi 168 people. The incident 
was the worst act of terrorism ever on U.S. sod. 

How likely is it that such a bombing could 
take place again' 5 As might be expected, the per¬ 
centage of Americans who are worried about a 
repeat of the tragedy has declined from levels that 
were measured immediately after the incident in 
1995. The latest Gallup Poll shows that 24% are 
worried about being the victim of a terrorist at¬ 
tack like the Oklahoma City bombing, signifi¬ 
cantly lower than one year after the attack (35% 
in April 1996) and lower still than immediately 
after the bombing (42% in April 1995). 

To date. Timothy McVeigh and Terry 
Nichols have been convicted of the crime, and 
are currently serving time in federal prison. 
However, Americans continue to think that others 
in addition to McVeigh and Nichols may also 
have been responsible for the bombing, even 
though no one else has been charged. In die latest 
poll, nearly two-thirds (64%) say that others 
might have been involved. The prevalence of this 
conspiracy theory belief today, however, is lower 
than in 1997. when 73% thought others may have 
been involved. The proportion who believe that 
only McVeigh and Nichols were responsible has 
increased from 16% in 1997 to 23% today. 

At the time of the Oklahoma City bombing 
there was some speculation that the crime was an 
extreme manifestation of antigovemment beliefs 
held by a radical fringe. However, a Gallup Poll 
question first asked in the aftermath of the bomb¬ 
ing found that one aspect of these beliefs—that 
the federal government has become so large and 
powerful that it poses an immediate threat to the 
rights and freedoms of ordinary citizens—actually 
rings true for a number of Americans. Today, 
45% hold this view, compared to 39% at the lime 
of the bombing in 1995 Just over one-half of the 
public. 51%, now disagrees, saying that the fed¬ 
eral government does not po>e such a threat. Not 
surprisingly, conservatives are much more likely 
to believe dial the federal government rs too large 
and powerful (53%) than are liberals (33%) Men 
arc also more likely than women to hold this view 
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(52% compared to 37%), as are those at lower ed¬ 
ucation levels (50% of those with a high-school 
education or less, compared with 33% of those 
who are college graduates), 

APRIL 20 

COLUMBINE HIGH 
SCHOOL SHOOTINGS 


Asked of parents of children in Kindergarten 
through Grade 12; Specifically as a result of 
the shooting at Columbine, would you say 
you feel much more concerned about your 
child's safety today than you did before, 
somewhat more concerned, about the same, 
somewhat less concerned, or much less con¬ 
cerned about your child's safety today than 
you did before 9 


interview Dates' 4/7—4/9/00 
CNN/USA Today/GdUup Poll 
Survey AGO 130477 

As you may know, it has been nearly one year 
since the shooting at Columbine High School, 
the Littleton, Colorado, school where n\ o stu¬ 
dents killed twelve of their classmates and 
one teacher In your opinion, how likely is it 
that these kinds of shootings could happen in 
your community — very likely, somewhat 
likely, somewhat unlikely, or very unlikely? 


Kinder¬ 

garten- 

Grade 



National 

12 


adults 

parents 

Very likelv. 

. ,...30% 

30% 

Somewhat likely .. 

.36 

33 

Somewhat unlikely 


24 

Very unlikely. 

13 

12 

No opinion. 

.3 

1 


Which of the following statements comes 
closer to your overall view—government and 
society can take action that will be effective 
in preventing shootings like the one in 
Colorado from happening again, or shoot¬ 
ings like the one in Colorado will happen 
again regardless of what action is taken by 
government and society? 



National 

Kinder¬ 

garten- 

Grade 

12 


adults 

parents 

Preventable. 

..47% 

48% 

Will happen regardless . 

, .49 

49 

No opinion. 


3 


Much more concerned.40% 

Somewhat more concerned ..30 

About the same . .,... .. .28 

Somewhat less concerned .1 

Much less concerned...1 

No opinion.* 

*Less than 1 % 

Also asked of parents of children in Kinder¬ 
garten through Grade 12: Here are some 
things which some parents may have done 
and others have not done as a result of the 
Columbine High School shooting: 

Have you become more involved in your 
children’s school or schools in the past year 
than you were before ? 

Yes...38% 

No ....62 


Have you supervised your own children‘s 
activities more closely than you had before ? 


Yes 

No 



Have you taken steps to find out about the 
security measures in place at your chil¬ 
dren ’s school or schools? 


Yes 

No 


* 


* m * 9 


+ 


.57% 

.43 


Have you spoken to your children about not 
making fun of unpopular students or 
groups? 


Yes 

No 


80 % 

20 
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Also asked of parents of children in Kinder¬ 
garten through Grade 12: Thinking about 
the school or schools your children attend, 
would you say your schools have gone too 
far. have not gone far enough , or are doing 
the right amount to prevent acts of school vi¬ 
olence from occurring ? 


Gone too far.... . 4 % 

Not far enough. 28 

Right amount.68 

No opinion.* 


*Less than 1 % 

Also asked of parents of children in 
Kindergarten through Grade 12; As far as 
you know, have your local schools taken 
steps in the past year to prevent acts of vio¬ 
lence similar to Columbine? 


Yes.. ..72% 

No ....17 

No opinion... 11 

Would you generally favor or oppose a law 
that would hold parents legally responsible 
if their children commit crimes with the par¬ 
ents ’guns? 


Favor ....69% 

Oppose.24 

No opinion.7 


In general, do you feel that the laws covering 
the sale of firearms should be made more 
strict, less strict, or kept as they are now? 



More 

Less 

Kept as 


strict 

strict 

now* 

2000 Apr 7-9 . . . 

. ,61% 

7% 

30% 

1999 Dec 9-12 

. .60 

10 

29 

1999 Aug 3-4 . . 

. ,66 

6 

27 

1999 Jun 25-27 ... 

. .62 

6 

3! 

1999 May 23-24 ... 

. .65 

5 

28 

1999 Apr 26-27 ... 

. .66 

7 

25 

1999 Feb 8-9 . 

. .60 

9 

29 

1995 Apr 23-24 ... 

. 62 

12 

24 

1993 Dec 17-19 

. .67 

7 

25 


1993 Mar 
1991 ... 
1990 ... 


* * ■ * * I" E 


.. .70 
. ..68 
..78 




‘No opinion" is omitted. 


4 24 

5 25 

2 17 


Analysis: As the country marks the first anniver¬ 
sary' ol the massacre at Columbine High School 
in Littleton, Colorado, a new Gallup Poll finds 
three out of ten Americans saying it is very likely 
that such a school shooting spree could happen in 
their community—a finding identical to that of a 
similar poll conducted the day after the 
Columbine shootings. Another 36% say it is 
"somewhat likely" that a Columbine-type attack 
could occur in their community, while 13% 
believe such an attack is unlikely. 

The Columbine shootings appear to have 
awakened parents to the possibility of violence in 
their children's schools. Among parents of 
school-aged children, 40% are “much more con¬ 
cerned" about their child’s safety at school as a 
result of the shooting at Columbine, while 30% 
are “somewhat more concerned." Another 28% 
say their level of concern is about the same as it 
was before the shootings. 

Gallup interviewers asked parents of school- 
aged children about steps they may have taken as 
a result of the Columbine shootings. Eight out of 
ten (80% ) have spoken with their children about 
making fun of unpopular students or groups, re¬ 
portedly a key factor in the Columbine massacre. 
A majority (57%) have taken steps to check on 
security measures in place at the schools their 
children attend, and 44 % now supervise their 
children’s activities more closely than before. 
However, just 38% say the shootings have ted 
them to become more active in their child's 
school in the past year. 

Seventy-two percent of parents say their chil¬ 
dren’s schools have increased security measures 
since the Columbine shootings, and the majority 
( 68 %) are satisfied with those steps to preveni fu¬ 
ture acts of school violence. On the other hand, 
28% say their schools have not gone far enough, 
while 4 % say their schools have gone too lar 

While schools nationwide have taken steps 
to tighten security on campus, such as ID badges 
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for students and staff and the installation ol metal 
detectors, Americans appear to be split on 
whether anything can be done to prevent violent 
acts such as the Columbine shootings from hap¬ 
pening again. Forty-eight percent of parents say 
that "government and society can take action that 
will be effective in preventing shootings like the 
one in Colorado from happening again,” while 
49# of parents, as well as of the public at large, 
say shootings such as the Columbine case will 
happen again "regardless ol what action is taken 
by government and society.” 

Gallup Polls conducted over the last decade 
consistently show strong support for stricter laws 
covering the sale of Firearms. However, it does 
not appear that the Columbine shootings have had 
a major impact on the public’s attitudes toward 
gun control. While there was a minor spike in 
support for stricter gun laws immediately after the 
shootings (66%), the latest poll shows a slight 
drop in support to 61%, while 30% say current 
firearms laws should be kept as they are now. 

There is strong support for so-called "par¬ 
ental responsibility” laws, which would hold a 
parent legally responsible for crimes committed 
by a child with that parent’s firearms. Sixty-nine 
percent—both parents ol school-aged students 
and nonparents—would favor such a law. while 
24% would oppose it. 


APRIL 24 

ELIAN GONZALEZ 


Interview Dale: 4/22/00 
CNN/t/SA Today! Gallup Poll 
Survey 4GO 130473 

As you may know, federal agents physically 
removed Elian Gonzalez from the home of 
his Miami relatives early this morning and 
have taken him to Washington, DC, to re¬ 
unite him with his father. Do you approve or 
disapprove of that action ? 


Approve .. 

Disapprove. 

No opinion. 


.57% 

..... ,37 



How strongly do you feel about your view on 
that matter — strongly, or not so strongly? 

Strongly approve... .. .48% 

Not so strongly approve.9 

Not so strongly disapprove...7 

Strongly disapprove. 30 

No opinion .6 

Which of the following solutions do you 
think would be in the best interests of the 
boy—for him to remain m the United States 
to live with relatives who have requested he 
stay here, or for him to live with his father in 
Cuba, as his father has requested 7 




Live 

Other 


Remain 

with 

(vol.}, 


in United 

father 

no 


Stales 

in Cuba 

opinion 

2000 Apr 22 . 

.. .27% 

59% 

14% 

2000Apr7-9 .... 

.. .31 

60 

9 

2000 Mar 30-Apr 2 

...31 

56 

13 

2000 Feb 14-15 .. 

.. .36 

55 

9 

2000 Jan 25-26 ... 

.. .33 

60 

7 

1999 Dec 9-12 ... 

.. .45 

45 

10 


From what you know about today's actions, 
do you think the government agents involved 
used too much force or about the right 
amount offeree in removing Elian Gonzalez 
from the Miami home? 

Too much force.,..40 C A 

Right amount .. .36 

Too little force (vol.).....1 

No opinion —3 

Do you agree or disagree that the federal 
government did all it could to settle this situ¬ 
ation without using force? 


Agree 
Disagree . , 
No opinion 



38 

8 


Now, thinking about the Elian Gonzalez sit¬ 
uation overall, since it started last Novem¬ 
ber, do you approve or disapprove of the 
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u'fly each of the following has handled the 
situation: 

President Bill Clinton ? 

Approve.... .42% 

Disapprove. ,42 

No opinion **,.■«, ,.,,.16 

Attorney General Janet Reno? 

Approve...45% 

Disapprove. ,46 

No opinion. .9 


Al Gore 7 

Approve. 23% 

Disapprove..42 

No opinion.. .35 

Elian Gonzalez's relatives in Miami? 


Approve... ....31% 

Disapprove.59 

No opinion.10 


The news media? 

Approve...... 30% 

Disapprove.. .66 

No opinion .....4 


In terms of the news today, have \ou, your¬ 
self, happened to see any of the television 
coverage today concerning Elian Gonzalez ? 



No opinion . . 
*Less than 1% 


.56% 

.44 

* 


In the news coverage you ’ve seen today, did 
you happen to see: 

Photos or news footage of Elian Gonzalez 
being physically removed from the Miami 
home? 


Yes, saw footage.*.42% 

No, did not see iootage; did not 
see any coverage (vol.) ..58 


Photos or news footage of Ellon Gonzalez 
being reunited with Ins father? 

Yes. saw footage...18% 

No, did not see footage; did not 
see any coverage (vol.) .82 

As you may know, the Miami relatives are 
on their tray to Washington, DC, where they 
hope to be able to visit with Elian Gonzalez. 
In your view, should the Miami relatives be 
allowed to visit with Elian as soon as possi¬ 
ble, or not? 

Yes. visit as soon as possible. .63% 

No, not visit as soon as possible . ....31 

No opinion. .6 

A federal court has ordered that Elian 
Gonzalez must remain in the United States 
until a court scheduled to hear his case next 
month reviews his case. Do you agree with 
that decision, that Elian must remain in the 
United States until then, or do you think 
Elian's father should be able to return to 
Cuba with Elian before then ? 

Remain until court review ...54% 

Return to Cuba before then. 41 

No opinion.5 


Analysis: A new Gallup survey, conducted on 
April 22, finds Americans in general agreement 
with the Justice Department's action taken early 
Saturday morning, in which armed federal agents 
stormed the Gonzalez family home in Miami and 
took Elfan Gonzalez away to be reunited with his 
father 0\er half (57%) approve of the federal ac¬ 
tion, while 37% disapprove. A 54% majority also 
agree with Attorney General Janet Reno that the 
government had done all it could until now to set¬ 
tle the matter without the use of force; only 38% 
disagree. These findings are consistent with pre¬ 
vious Gallup Polls that have shown roughly six in 
ten believing that the 6-year-old Cuban castaway 
should live with his father in Cuba, ralhet than re- 
mam w ith relatives in Miami. The current survey 
finds no change in this basic view, with 39% say¬ 
ing it is in the hoy’s best interest to return to 
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Cuba, and only 27% saying lie should stay in the 
United States. 

The poll found some public concent about 
the government’s use of force in carrying out 
Saturday’s action. Despite the dramatic photos 
showing Elian being taken at gunpoint by federal 
agents, those who were exposed to news coverage 
of the removal scene in Miami are no more likely 
than are those not exposed to the coverage to feel 
the amount of force used there was excessive. 
Overall, four in ten (40%) believe the government 
used too much force in removing Elian, while 
36% say the right amount. At the time of the poll, 
42% had seen photos or news footage of Elian 
being physically removed from the Miami home. 
But, like the public at large, this group is closely 
split in its attitudes about the use of force: 50% 
say too much was used, while 46% say it was the 
right amount Interestingly, men and women dif¬ 
fer in their outlook toward Saturday's raid, with 
men supporting it by more than a 2-to-l margin, 
66% to 31 %, and women closely divided, with 
just 48% approving and 43% disapproving. 

The more powerful image appears to be the 
photos showing Elian reunited with his father, 
Juan Miguel Gon 2 dlez, outside Washington, DC. 
As of Saturday afternoon, 1S% of Americans had 
seen news coverage of the boy being reunited 
with his father. This group appears to be slightly 
more inclined to believe that Elian should be re¬ 
turned to Cuba to live with his father (69%), 
compared to those not exposed to this news cov¬ 
erage (56%). 

The poll suggests there are no real winners 
among the various players in the Elfan Gonzalez 
saga. Despite majority approval of the federal re¬ 
trieval of Elfan on Saturday, only 45% approve of 
the way Attorney General Janet Reno has han¬ 
dled the situation since it began last November, 
while 46% disapprove. Just 42% approve of 
President Clinton s handling of the situation, and 
fewer than one-third approve of the actions of the 
Gonzalez relatives in Miami (31%) or the news 
media (30%). AI Gore gets the lowest approval 
rating of all, with just 23% approving and 42% 
disapproving of his handling of the matter. How¬ 
ever, in his case, a large number (35%) have no 
opinion about his role, suggesting that some may 


not be familiar with his stand in favor of having a 
full custody hearing for Elfan. 

A 54% majority agree with the recent fed¬ 
eral court order requiring Elfan to remain in the 
United States until his appeal for political asylum 
is heard next month. Close to two-thirds (63%) 
believe that the Miami relatives should be able to 
visit Elfan in Washington, DC, as soon as possi¬ 
ble, as they are attempting to do. 

For now, public opinion about Elfan’s future 
is remarkably nonpartisan. Republicans and 
Democrats tend to view the situation similarly, 
with a majority of both groups approving of 
Saturday’s raid and believing Elian should return 
to Cuba. Republicans are also no more likely than 
Democrats to believe that the use of force in re¬ 
trieving Elfan was excessive. Whether this pat¬ 
tern will be sustained, now that some members of 
Congress are criticizing the Justice Department's 
action and threatening congressional hearings, re¬ 
mains to be seen. 


APRIL 25 

ELIAN GONZALEZ 

Interview Date - 4/24/00 
CNN/t/SA Today/ Gallup Poll 
Survey HGO 130534 


How closely have you followed the news 
about this story—very closely, somewhat 
closely, not too closely, or not at all closely ' 3 



2000 

2000 
Mar TO- 


Apr 24 

Apr 2 

Very closely... 

... .33% 

32% 

Somewhat closely . 

... .47 

46 

Not too closely...... 

15 

m m mu Jb •/ 

16 

Not at all closely . 

.5 

6 

No opinion.. 

* 

# * * ■ «h 

ub 

*Less than 1 % 




As you may know, federal agents physically 
removed Elian Gonzalez from the home of 
his Miami relatives early Saturday morning 
and took him to Washington, DC, to reunite 
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him with his father. Do you approve or dis¬ 
approve of that action ? 

2000 2000 
Apr 24 Apr 22 

Approve...60% 57% 

Disapprove...35 37 

No opinion.5 6 

Which of the following solutions do you 
think would be in the best interests of the 
boy—for him to remain in the United States 
to live with relatives who have requested he 
stay here, or for him to live with his father in 
Cuba, as his father has requested? 



2000 

2000 


Apr 24 

Apr 22 

Remain in United States 

.25% 

27% 

Live with father in Cuba 

.63 

59 

Other (voL); no opinion . 

.12 

14 


From what you know about Saturday's ac¬ 
tions, do you think the government agents 
involved used too much force or about the 
right amount of force in removing Elian 
Gonzalez from the Miami home? 



2000 

2000 


Apr 24 

Apr 22 

Too much force . 

... .45% 

40% 

Right amount.,., 

.46 

36 

Too little force (vol.); 
no opinion. 

.9 

24 


Now, thinking about the Elian Gonzalez sit¬ 
uation overall, since it started last Novem¬ 
ber, do you approve or disapprove oj the 
wav each of the follow ing has handled the 
situation: 

President Bill Clinton? 

2000 2000 
Apr 24 Apr 22 

Approve..43% 42% 

disapprove.-. 41 4 - 

No opinion .16 16 


Attorney General Janet Reno? 



2000 

2000 


Apr 24 

Apr 22 

Approve. 

. .47% 

45% 

Disapprove... 

..43 

46 

No opinion .. 

. .10 

9 

Vice President AI Gore 0 




2000 

2000 


Apr 24 

Apr 22 

Approve. 

. .25% 

23% 

Disapprove. 

. .37 

42 

No opinion ..... 

..38 

35 

Elian Gonzalez ’s relatives 

in Miami? 


2000 

2000 


Apr 24 

Apr 22 

Approve. 

. .37% 

31% 

Disapprove. .... 

. .57 

59 

No opinion... 

...6 

10 

Texas Governor George \V. Bush ? 


Approve. 


... .28% 

Disapprove 


. . .27 

No opinion. 


.. , .45 

Based on what you know and have seen in the 

news, how do you fee! toward each of the fot- 

towing people involved in the Elian Gonzalez 

situation—very sympathetic, somewhat sytn- 

pathetic , somewhat unsympathetic, 

or very 

unsympathetic: 



Elian s father? 





2000 


2000 

Mar TO- 


Apr 24 

Apr 2 

Very sympathetic. 

. .47% 

39% 

Somewhat sympathetic . 

.37 

38 

Somewhat unsympathetic 

.. .7 

10 

Very unsympathetic . 

.. 6 

8 

No opinion. . * • - 

*, .3 

5 

Elian's Miami relatives? 





2000 


2000 

A for fO- 


Apr 24 

Apr 2 

Very sympathetic. 

. .22% 

22% 
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Somewhat sympathetic .45 44 

Somewhat unsympathetic .12 15 

Very unsympathetic.IS 14 

No opinion. 3 5 


Thinking again about the federal action on 
Saturday in Miami, if the authorities who 
went to the Gonzalez home on Saturday to 
retrieve Elfan Gonzalez had not been carry¬ 
ing weapons, do you believe the Miami rela¬ 
tives would have turned Elfan over to the 
Justice Department peacefully, or not ? 


Yes, peacefully ....31% 

No, not peacefully.62 

No opinion.....7 


Which comes closest to your view of the wot 
the federal government removed Elfan 
Gonzalez from the home of his Miami rela¬ 
tives on Saturday—the federal government 
was justified in the amount of force it used , 
some amount of force was justified but not 
the amount they used, or no amount of force 
was justified ? 

Force justified . 35 % 

Some justified, not amount used.,., .35 

No amount justified.. .24 

No opinion. 6 

Regardless of the amount of force used, 
when do you think was the appropriate time, 
if any, to physically remove Elfan from the 
Miami home—do you think the Justice 
Department should have removed him ear¬ 
lier, should have removed him when they did, 
should have waited longer before removing 
him, or should never have removed him? 


Removed him earlier 


Removed him when they did . 

..15 

Waited longer .. 

..? 

Never removed him . 


No opinion .... 



Do you think Congress should or should not 
hold hearings into the federal government’s 
decision to physically remove Elfan Gonzalez 


from the Miami relatives' home on Saturday 
morning ? 


Yes, should hold hearings ..28% 

No, should not... 

No opinion .,..... 4 


Finally, thinking about Cuba, are you, per¬ 
sonally, for or against reestablishing (J.S. 
diplomatic relations with Cuba? 


For. 54% 

Against....... 31 

No opinion .. 15 


Analysis: Three days after federal government 
agents forcibly removed Elian Gonzalez front Ins 
relatives’ home in Miami and reunited the boy with 
his father, public debate continues over the appro¬ 
priateness of the action But a new Gallup Poll, 
conducted Monday evening, shows that after a 
weekend of intensive media coverage, the public 
has hardly changed its mind from its initial reaction 
to the Saturday pre-dawn raid. The poll shows that 
Americans approve of the action by a margin of 
60% to 35%, virtually the same level of approval 
expressed in a Saturday evening Gallup Poll in 
which 57% approved and 37% disapproved. 

The poll also shows little change m public 
sentiment about what is best for Elian. By a mar¬ 
gin of 63% to 25%, he would be better off living 
with Ills father in Cuba rather than his relatives in 
Miami—essentially the same sentiment expressed 
in several Gallup Polls since the end of January, 
including the one on Saturday. Consistent with 
these feelings, close to three-quarters (72%) sup¬ 
port the boy's quick reunion with his father. 
More than half (57%) say the Justice Department 
should have removed the boy from his relatives 
earlier than it did, while another 15% say Satur¬ 
day was the right time. By contrast, only 7% say 
the government should have waited longer, while 
16% say it should never have removed Elfan 
from his Miami relatives’ home. 

The public is divided about the appropriate 
use of force in the Justice Department's raid. On 
the one hand, by 62% to 31%, respondents think 
that the Miami relatives would not have turned 
Elfan over peacefully if the agents had not been 
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carrying weapons. Thus, it is not surprising that 
most Americans (70%) also feel that some 
amount of force in removing the boy would have 
been justified. But only half of this group say the 
force actually used by the agents was justified, 
while the other half say it was not; another 24% 
say no amount of force was justified. 

An illustration of the ambiguity Americans 
feel about the issue is found In another question, 
which also asked respondents about the use of 
force but offered only two options; too much 
force, or the right amount. They divide about 
evenly, with 46% saying the right amount and 
45% saying too much. 1 he even split in senti¬ 
ment is similar to that measured in the Gallup 
Poll last Saturday, although at that time 24% ex¬ 
pressed no opinion, compared with just 9% in the 
latest poll. 

While some Republican leaders in Congress 
have promised to hold hearings into the Justice 
Department's decision regarding the Saturday 
raid, the poll suggests Americans are not enthusi¬ 
astic about the idea. By a margin of 68% to 28%, 
the public opposes the healings, including a 2-to- 
1 margin of opposition among Republicans. 
Among the third who disapprove of the Saturday 
raid, there is majority support for the hearings, 
54% to 41%. However, among those who ap¬ 
prove of the raid, opposition to congressional 
hearings is overwhelming: 82% say no. only 15% 
say yes. 

Similar to the poll on Saturday, the current 
poll shows that Americans are about evenly di¬ 
vided in their assessment of President Clinton’s 
and Attorney General Janet Reno's overall han¬ 
dling of the issue—about the same number disap¬ 
prove of their actions as approve. However, by a 
much clearer margin, 57% to 37%, they disap¬ 
prove of the actions of Elian's relatives in Miami. 

The two presumptive presidential nominees, 
Texas Governor George W. Bush and Vice Presi¬ 
dent AI Gore, fare poorly as well. Americans 
seem somewhat more distressed with Gore than 
Bush, however, disapproving ol the vice presi¬ 
dent’s handling of the situation by 37% to 25%, 
while expressing a mostly neutral view ol Bush, 
with 28% who approve and 27% who disapprove 
ol his handling of the issue. 


APRIL 26 

CELLULAR PHONES 

Interview Dales; 3/30-4/2/00 
CNN/f/SA 7odWGaUup Poll 
Survey #GO 130395 


Do you currently own a cellular phone, or 
not 7 



.. .50% 
.. .50 


Asked of cellular phone owners: How often 
do you use your cellular phone—even day, 
several times a week, about once a week, 
less frequently, or never? 


Every day.... 

.. ,43%' 

Several times a week... 

... .24 

About once a week . 

. . .13 

Less frequently . 

.. . ,16 

Never... 

. .4 


Also asked of cellular phone owners: And 
how often do you use a cellular plume while 
driving—every day, several times a week, 
about once a » eek, less frequently, or never? 

Every day...4 J >c 

Several times a week ....18 

About once a week ...10 

Less frequently ... .22 

Never ..*. 


Also asked of cellular phone owners: Which 
do you use more—a cellular phone, or a 
regular phone 7 

Cellular ..13% 

Regular ..... 

. . -* 

No opinion ...*.. 


Asked of those who do not own a cellular 
phone: Do von intend to get a t elhdar phone 
for your own use within the next cttuple of 
years, within the next Jive years, at some 
point in the future, or never? 
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Next couple of years .20% 

Next five years .9 

Some point in the future ..22 

Never; no opinion .49 


Do you think your state government should, 
or should not, pass a law making it illegal to 
use a cellular phone while driving ? 


Should ...67% 

Should not...31 

No opinion.....2 


In general, do you favor or oppose the poli¬ 
cies of some restaurants and other public es¬ 
tablishments that forbid people to use 
cellular phones on their premises? 


Favor. 50% 

Oppose...40 

It depends (vol ); no opinion.10 


Have you personally ever been disturbed or 
irritated by someone who w/s using their 
cellular phone near you when you were in a 
public place, or noi ? 



.45% 

.55 


How much have you heard about possible 
health risks due to cellular phone use—a 
great deal, a moderate amount , only a little, 
or nothing at ail? 


Great deal.. 

Moderate amount. 

Only a little . 

Nothing at all; no opinion 


.14% 

.37 

.30 

.19 


And how serious do you think are the health 

tisks associated with cellular phone use _ 

veiy serious, somewhat serious, not too seri¬ 
ous, or not serious at all ? 


Very serious. 

Somewhat serious . 
Not too serious 



Not serious at all .j 3 

No opinion ... .7 

Analysis: According to a recent Gallup Poll, 
about half of al! Americans own a cell phone, and 
among owners, about two-thirds use their cell 
phone at least several times a week. About four in 
ten owners also use their cell phones frequently 
while driving, a dangerous practice according to 
some recently published reports. Most Americans 
apparently agree, expressing 2 -to-l support for 
legislation that would make it illegal for people to 
use their cell phones while driving. Among peo¬ 
ple who do not yet own a cell phone, 29% expect 
to own one within the next five years and another 
22 % will at some point in the future. However. 
47% of non-owners, or about one-quarter of all 
Americans, say they will never buy a cell phone. 

The poll shows that cell phone ownership 
correlates highly with both age and income 
About six in ten in the middle age groups (3(M9, 
and 50-64) are owners, compared with 4 i% own¬ 
ership among those under 30, and just 21% 
among those 65 and older. Among non-owners, 
the youngest group is most likely to say they will 
get cell phones within the next five years ( 47 %), 
while the oldest group is the least likely ( 12 %) 
The oldest group is also the most likely to say 
they will never buy a cell phone (70%). Despite 
these age differences, income is even more im¬ 
portant in separating owners from non-owners: 
the higher the income, the more cell phone own¬ 
ers. Among those with an annual household in¬ 
come of less than $ 20 , 000 , only 19% are cell 
phone owners, compared with 80% among those 
whose income is greater than $ 75,000 per year 
Furthermore, the gap between the high and low 
income groups is likely to widen. Only 21 % ol 
non-owners in the lowest income category expect 
to buy a phone within the next five years, com 
pared with 41% of non-owners in the highest in¬ 
come category. 

Most owners use their cell phones quite fre¬ 
quently, with 67% saying they use them every' day 
or several times a week. Another 13% use their 
cell phone about once a week, 16% say less fre¬ 
quently, and 4% say they never use it. Use is high¬ 
est among Americans in the 30-49 age group, with 
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78% of owners saying they use their cell phone at 
least several times a week, compared with 67% of 
the youngest owners, 57% of the 50-64 age group, 
and only 34% of people 65 or older. 

General use of cell phones is highly corre¬ 
lated with the use of cell phones while driving. 
More than half (52%) in the 30-49 age group 
drive and talk on their cell phones at least several 
times a week, compared with 37 % of the youngest 
age group, 26% of the 50-64 age group, and only 
16 % of owners in the 65 and older age group. 

The convenience of cel! phones apparently 
does not outweigh their greater cost, as most cell 
phone owners rely principally on a regular phone 
for their conversations. Still, for a small minority, 
mostly young and mostly male, the cell phone is 
apparently the instrument of choice. Fully one-fifth 
(21 %) of cell phone owners under the age of 30 use 
a cel! phone more than a regular phone. Among 
males under the age of 50, almost a quarter (24%) 
report using a cell phone more often, compared 
with just 10 % of femaies in the same age group 

About two in three (67%) say their slate gov¬ 
ernment should pass a law that would make it ille¬ 
gal to use a cell phone while driving Not 
surprisingly, those who frequently drive and talk on 
their cell phones oppose this proposal by more than 
a 2-to-l margin, 67% to 31%. However, those who 
only occasionally engage in that behavior support 
the measure by 59% to 39%, and those who never 
do—including those without cell phones—give 
overwhelming support, 81% to 17%, 

Americans are more divided over the poli¬ 
cies of some restaurants and other public estab¬ 
lishments that forbid people to use cel! phones on 
their premises. Overall, 50% support such restric¬ 
tions, but 40% oppose them Cell phone owners 
are about evenly divided on the matter (48% in 
favor, 45% opposed), while non-owners support 
it by a substantial margin (53% to 36%). 

The determining factor in reaction to this 
proposal is whether or not someone has been per¬ 
sonally irritated with ced phone users. Overall. 
45% of all respondents—46% of cell phone own¬ 
ers, 45% of non-owners—have been disturbed or 
irritated by someone using a cell phone near them 
in a public place. Those who report such irritating 
behavior support restrictions on cell phone use in 


public places by 70% to 23%. The rest oppose 
such restrictions by an almost equally large mar¬ 
gin of 63% to 29%. 

Despite some recently published reports 
suggesting that brain tumors could be linked to 
cell phone use. few Americans believe that cell 
phones pose a serious health risk. In part, the 
more sanguine views may be due to the fact that 
few people have heard very much about such re¬ 
ports. Only 14% have heard a great deal about the 
possible health risks associated with using cell 
phones, while another 37% have heard a moder¬ 
ate amount. Another 30% have heard only a little, 
and 18% report they have not heard anything 
about such reports When asked how serious they 
felt the risks actually were, only 8 % of respon¬ 
dents said very serious, while 30% said some¬ 
what serious; another 35% said not too serious, 
and ! 8 % said not serious al all. 

These views are highly related to people's 
self-reported exposure to news reports on the 
topic. The more they have heard about the risks, 
the more likely they are to say such risks are seri¬ 
ous. Among those who say they have heard a great 
deal, almost two-thirds (64%) say the health risks 
of using a cell phone are very or somewhat seri¬ 
ous. compared with 50% among those who have 
heard only a moderate amount, 28% who have 
heard only a little, and just 10 % among those who 
have not heard anything about possible health 
risks. Even among cell phone users, die same pat¬ 
tern prevails. If they have heard a great deal about 
possible risks, 53% say the risks are very or some¬ 
what serious; but if they have not heard anything, 
only 10 % believe the risks are serious. 

APRIL 27 

FAVORITE SPORT 

Interview Dales: 3/30—4/2/00 
CNN/WA 7 wWGullup Poll 
Survey tfGO 1 30305 

What is y our favorite sport to watch ' 

Football . . ^ C/t ' 

Basketball ... .-. • 

Baseball... ^ 
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]cc hoLkcy .... 

Golf *»*,.*..*■***•" 

Auto racing . 

Ice, figure skating 

Soccer . 

Boxing. 

Tennis ... 

Wrestling. 

Gymnastics . 

Bowling. 

Fishing. 

Swimming. 

Horse racing .. 

Other . 

None,.. 

No opinion ... 



also risen in popularity so that it is now on a par 
with baseball, each being favored by about 15% 
Even though baseball is clearly no longer 
Americans’ favorite sport, a substantial percent¬ 
age still consider themselves fans. The most re¬ 
cent Gallup Poll finds that 55% admit to being 
baseball fans to some degree (either a “fan” or 
“somewhat of a fan”). Baseball lias apparently re¬ 
gained some of the popularity it lost during the 
strike-tom seasons of 1994 and 1995, when only 
a minority of respondents claimed to be baseball 
fans (as low as 41% in April 1995). 


APRIL 28 

NEW DOLLAR COIN 


*Less than I % 


Analysis: In a Gallup survey conducted March 30- 
April 2, 33% of the public say that football is their 
favorite sport to watch. Basketball and baseball 
trail by considerable margins, favored by 16% and 
137c, respectively. No other sport is favored by 
more than 57c: ice hockey, golf, and auto racing 
are each cited by 5% of the public, while figure 
skating is picked by 47c. Soccer, commonly 
known to be the most popular sport internation¬ 
ally, is favored by only 2 %. 

Americans have been saying that football is 
their favorite sport to watch for some time. 
Gallup Polls dating back to 1972 all show foot¬ 
ball outranking every other spoil. Football’s hold 
on the public is further demonstrated by the fact 
that it wins across all significant demographic 
groups: gender, race, age, and income. 

In the past, Americans rated baseball as their 
lavorite by a wide margin over any other sport. 
For example, a 1948 Gallup Poll showed 39% 
ranking baseball as their favorite, compared to 
only 17% for professional football and 10 % for 
professional basketball. Since that time, however, 
the percentage naming baseball as their Favorite 
sport has declined steadily, down to 13% today. 
By 1972, lootball surpassed baseball as Ameri¬ 
cans favorite and continues to be die top choice 
of about one-third of the public. Basketball lias 


Interview Dales: 4/7-9/00 
CNN/C/SA Today/ Gallup Pol! 

Survey #GO 130447 

As you may know, the U.S. government is in¬ 
troducing a new coin worth one dollar. The 
government will continue to produce doliai 
bills, and both dollar bills and the new dol¬ 
lar coin will be accepted as legal currency 
If you were buying something and the store 
owed you one dollar in change, would you 
want the cashier to give you a dollar bill or 


the new dollar coin? 

Dollar bill..53% 

Dollar coin .22 


Either; don’t care (vol.)..24 

bio opinion ,. ....1 

Analysts: Americans are still partial to their la- 
miliar paper money over the dollar coin In a re¬ 
cent Gallup Poll, a majority of the public would 
prefer to be given a dollar bill rather than a dollar 
coin as change following a purchase in a store. 
The poll shows 537c preferring to receive a dollar 
bill and only 22 % preferring the coin; the remain¬ 
ing 25% had no preference between the two or 
had no opinion on the subject. 

Younger Americans are more likely than 
older ones to prefer the coin as change. Thirty- 
one percent of 18-29 year olds would rather 
the coin than a dollar bill. This figure is signifi¬ 


ed 
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cantly higher than the 207c of 30^19 year olds 
and i 8 % of 50-64 year olds who said they pre¬ 
ferred the coin. 

In a Gallup Pol! conducted in June 1995, 
77 % of the public opposed replacing the one- 
dollar bill with a onc-dollar coin. Historically, 
Americans have been unenthusiastic about dollar 
coins. A Gallup Poll in 1979 showed that 66 % of 
those who had seen the octagonal Susan B. 
Anthony dollar coin disliked it, while only 15% 
liked it. When asked specifically why they dis¬ 
liked the Susan B. Anthony dollar coin, 447c said 
it looked too much like a quarter. 

When the U.S. Mint released the redesigned 
$20 bill in 1998, the public was also not over¬ 
whelmingly positive about it. In a survey con¬ 
ducted in November of that year. 557c either 
“liked” or "loved” the new bill, while 347c said 
they either “disliked” or "hated” it. Also in that 
same survey, almost four in ten (397c) said the 
government should go back to printing the old 
bill, while the majority (61%) thought the new 
bill did not look like “real American money.” 
Moreover, Gallup found in a 1961 survey that 
59% opposed printing money in various colors to 
help differentiate amounts. 


MAY 2 

ELIAN GONZALEZ 

Interview Dates: 4/28-30/00 
CNN/t/SA 7odoy/Gallup Poll 
Survey $ GO 130564 

As you may know, federal agents physically 
removed Elian Gonzalez from the home of 
his Miami relatives on Saturday, April 22, 
and took him to Washington, DC, to reunite 
him with his father Do you approve or dis¬ 
approve of that action ? 


As you may know, federal agents physically 
le moved Elian Gonzalez from the home oj his 
Miami relatives on Saturday, April 22, and 
took him to Washington, DC, where they 
turned him over to his father. Regardless of 
how you feel about the methods used, do you 
approve or disapprove of the Justice Depart¬ 
ment s decision to remove Elian from die 
Miami home and lum him over to his father? 


Approve...687c 

Disapprove . .28 

No opinion. .. 4 


Now, thinking specifically about the methods 
the Justice Department used, do you ap¬ 
prove or disapprove of the way in which the 
Justice Department removed Elian Gonzalez 
from the home of his Miami relatives? 


Approve.43% 

Disapprove.53 


No opinion...4 

Which factor do you think should he more 
important in determining whether Elian 
Gonzalez remains in the United States or re¬ 
turns to Cuba—custody concerns about 
whether his father or Miami relatives would 
make the better guardian , or political asy¬ 
lum concerns about whether Elian is better 
off growing up in a democratic country like 
the United States or belter off being re¬ 
turned to live under communism in Cuba? 


Custody concerns .. .. 

.64% 

Political asylum concerns . . 

.26 

Same (vol.). . . 

■> 

i * t Ji b * 14 11#* <4— 

No opinion... 

. 8 


In the long run, if Elian Gonzalez is actually 
returned to Cuba, do you think his life there 
would be better than it w ould be if he 
remained in the United States, worse than if 
he remained in the United States, or about 
the same? (Those who replied "belter" or 
"worse " were askedDo you think it would 



2000 

2000 

2000 


Apr 

Apr 

Apr 


28-30 

24 

22 

Approve . , 

. . . .60% 

607c 

577c 

Disapprove 

26 

K 4 * * ■ 4 * * * V 

35 

37 

No opinion 

4 

* * * 4 «#** I f- 

5 

6 
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be much better/worse in Cuba, or just some- 
11 -hat better/worse ? } 


Much belter ... 
Somewhat better 
Somewhat worse 
Much worse .., 
About the same 
No opinion .... 


. 11 % 

. .7 

.19 

.26 

.26 

.11 


Finally on this topic, as you may know, 
Congress is planning to hold hearings next 
week to investigate the Justice Department's 
removal of Elian Gonzalez from the Miami 
home. Do you approve or disapprove of 
these hearings? 

Approve...43% 


Disapprove.... .54 

No opinion.3 


Analysis: There has been little change over the 
past week in the public's attitude toward the gov¬ 
ernment raid on Saturday, April 22, that took 
Elian GonzdJez away from his relatives in Miami 
and returned him to his father. After a week to di¬ 
gest television, newspaper, and magazine cover¬ 
age of the raid, about six out of ten Americans 
continue to say they approve ot the raid, little 
changed from the results of two polls conducted 
last week. A I stile more than one-third disapprove 
of the raid. 

This overall majority approval does not 
mean, however, that the public approves of how 
the INS officials carried out the raid. Fifty-three 
percent disapprove of the methods used by gun¬ 
bearing government agents who barged into the 
Miami residence where Elian was being kept (43% 
approve). In fact, when asked in a separate ques¬ 
tion to disregard the methods used to get Elian, the 
number who approve of the raid climbs to 68%. 

Two concurrent themes have played out in 
the Elian Gonzalez drama—one concerning a fa¬ 
ther's right to have custody of his child, and the 
other concerning the larger issues of people seek¬ 
ing refuge from a Communist society, Almost 
two-thirds of Americans say that custody con¬ 
cerns are Lhe more important factor operating in 


this situation, not political asylum concerns about 
whether Elian is better off “growing up in a de¬ 
mocratic country like the United States or better 
off being returned to live under communism in 
Cuba." Indeed, when asked a basic question 
about what should happen to Elian, 67% say that 
he should return to Cuba to be with his father, 
compared to only 23% who say that he should re¬ 
main in the United States with his relatives. 

This does not mean that Americans hold 
positive attitudes about life in Cuba. Forty-five 
percent say that young 6-year-o!d Elian's life will 
be worse in Cuba than if he remains in the United 
States, while just 18% say it would be better. 
Apparently the more generally negative environ¬ 
ment that the public perceives to exist in Commu¬ 
nist Cuba is outweighed by their perception of the 
positive benefits of Elian being with his natural 
parent. 

Republican members of Congress last week 
called for hearings to investigate the Justice 
Department’s handling of the Gonzdlez situation, 
including the government’s use of force in the 
Miami raid. A majority of Americans continue to 
express no interest in such hearings: 54%' disap¬ 
prove of the idea, while 43% approve. 


MAY 3 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS 


Interview Dales: 4/28-30/00 
CNN/LttA 7Way/Ga!lup Poll 
Survey #GO 130564 


If Vice President Ai Gore were the Demo¬ 
cratic Party’s candidate and Texas 
Governor George IV. Bush were the Repub¬ 
lican Party's candidate, whom would you be 
more likely to vote for—Al Gore, the Demo¬ 
crat, or George W. Bush, the Republican 
[IF UNDECIDED: As of today , do you lean 
more toward Al Gore, the Democrat, o> 
George W. Bush, the Republican?] 


Likely Voters 

2000 Apr 28-30 


No 


Gore 

Bush 

Opinion 

... ,44% 

49% 

7% 
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2000 Apr 7-9 ..... 

. .41 

50 

9 

2000 Mar 30-Apr 2 . 

..45 

46 

9 

2000 Mar 10-12 ... 

. 43 

49 

8 

Registered Voters 




2000 Apr28-30 .. . 

. .45 

46 

9 

2000 Apr 7-9. 

. .41 

48 

11 

2000 Mar 30-Apr 2 . 

. .45 

44 

11 

2000Mar 10-12 ... 

. .44 

49 

7 


Now suppose that the presidential election 
were being held today, and it included Al 
Gore as the Democratic Party's candidate, 
George W. Bush as the Republican Park’s 
candidate, Pat Buchanan as the Reform 
Party candidate, and Ralph Nader as the 
Green Party candidate. Would you vote for 
Al Gore, the Democrat; George W. Bush, 
the Republican; Pat Buchanan, the Reform 
Parts' candidate: or Ralph Nader, die Green 
Party candidate ? [IF UNSURE: As of today, 
do you lean toward Al Gore, the Democrat, 
George W. Bush, the Republican; Pat 
Buchanan, the Reform Party candidate: or 
Ralph Nader, the Green Party candidate ?j 


Gore 

Bush 

Buchanan 

Nader 

No 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

Total .,41% 

47% 

4% 

4% 

4% 

Republican ... ,4 

87 

5 

1 

3 

Independent. . .37 

44 

5 

7 

7 

Democratic . ,82 

9 

2 

5 

2 


If George W. Bash were to name John 
McCain to he his vice presidential running 
mate this fall, would that make you more 
likely to vote for Bush, less likely, or would 
it not affect your vote? 


Likely Voters 

Afore 

hkcly 

Less 

Ukely 

Not affect 

vote 

No 

opinion 

Total .. 


8% 

64% 

1 CL 

_/i 

Republican... 

CO 

# 

p 

7 

63 

0 

-dm 

Independent.. 

. . ..41 

9 

47 

3 

Democratic 

....II 

7 

81 

1 


Analysis: The latest Gallup Poll shows Texas 
Governor George W. Bush leading Vice Presi¬ 
dent Al Gore by 49% to 44%, essentially un¬ 
changed from the last Gallup Poll, conducted at 
the beginning of April, when Bush led by 50% to 
41%. In eight polls during the three-month period 
from February to April, Bush’s lead has averaged 
5 percentage points, suggesting no real change in 
the race over the past three months. 

The current poll also shows that when Pat 
Buchanan and Ralph Nader are included in the 
hypothetical contest, each candidate draws about 
4% ot the vote. (Nader has indicated he will run 
as tiie candidate ol die environmentally oriented 
Green Party, while Buchanan is expected to rnn as 
the candidate of the Reform Party founded by 
Ross Perot.) At this point, neither Buchanan nor 
Nader makes a significant difference in Bush’s 
chances of beating Gore. Among voters who 
would support Gore in a two-way race, 4% shift 
their support to Nader a id 3% to Buchanan in the 
four-way contest. Among Bush’s voters in the 
two-way race, just 2% shift to Nader, but 4% go 
to Buchanan. The net result is that in die four-way 
race Bush continues to lead Gore, 47% to 41%—a 
mere one-point improvement over the two-way 
race. 

Bush has indicated he is considering the pos¬ 
sibility of asking John McCain to be the Repub¬ 
lican vice presidential candidate this fall, although 
die Arizona senator has consistently indicated he 
would not accept such an ol fcr. The poll suggests 
that if McCain were the Republican vice- 
presidential candidate, he could draw suppurt 
from voters across the political spectrum. About a 
quarter (26%) of likely voters said they would be 
more likely to vote for the Bush ticket if McCain 
were Bush’s running mate, while just 8% said 
such an arrangement would make them “less 
likely" to vote for the Republican ticket. That po¬ 
tential defection is more than offset by the inclina¬ 
tion ol 20% of Gore's voters to consider voting 
for Bush if McCain were the Republican vice 
presidential candidate. And among voters who 
have not yet decided which candidate to support, 
39% say McCain's presence on the Republican 
ticket would make them more likely to support 
Bush, while just 6%. say less likely. 
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Higher-income, younger, and male voters 
are more likely to support Bush than are lower- 
income, older, and female voters, and the differ¬ 
ences within these demographic groupings are 
substantial. Bush enjoys a 21-point lead over 
Gore among male voters. 58% to 37%, while 
among female voters Gore leads by S points, 50% 
to 42%. The gender gap thus accounts for a 29- 
poini swing in support. Even more impressive is 
the income gap. Among voters earning S75.000 
per year or more. Bush leads by 29 points, 62% 
to 33%; among low-income voters, those who 
earn less than 530,000 per year, Gore leads by 23 
points, 57% to 34%. Thus, the net swing in sup¬ 
port between high-income and low-income voters 
is 52 points. Finally, the age gap is also signifi¬ 
cant. Voters under the age of 50 support Bush by 
a 24-point margin, 59% to 35%; voters between 
the ages of 50 and 64, however, are about evenly 
divided, giving the nod to Gore by a slight 4- 
poim margin, 49% to 45%, while voters 65 and 
older give Gore an 18-point lead, 54% to 36%. 


MAY 3 

MICROSOFT ANTITRUST CASE 

Interview Dates: 4/28-30/00 
CNN IUSA Today/Galiup Poll 
Survey tfCO 130564 

As you may know, a federal judge recently 
ruled against the Microsoft Corporation in 
an antitrust case. Next, the judge may decide 
that Microsoft must be divided into two or 
more companies. Do you think the breakup 
of Microsoft into more than one company 
would help or hurt the economy ? 


Help economy. 36% 

Hurt economy .... .38 

Neither (vol.); no opinion.26 


Analysis: Following a federal judge’s ruling that 
the Microsoft Corporation violated antitrust laws, 
the controversy now turns to finding the proper 
remedy for the situation. The Justice Department 


has recommended that Microsoft be divided into 
two distinct companies, one to market the 
Windows operating system and another to market 
software products such as Microsoft Word and 
Microsoft Excel. The public is divided about 
what consequences a proposed Microsoft breakup 
might have for the U.S. economy. The latest 
Gallup Poll, conducted April 28-30, finds that 
36% believe that dividing Microsoft into two 
companies would “help the economy,” while a 
nearly equai percentage (38%) say it would “hurt 
the economy.” About one in ten (9%) thinks that 
the breakup would have no impact on the econ¬ 
omy, while 17% are not sure what impact a 
breakup would have. 

Even though Americans overall are evenly 
divided as to the potential economic impact of a 
Microsoft division, there are differences of opin¬ 
ion among subgroups. For example, by a 42% to 
28% margin, older Americans (those aged 50 and 
older) tend to think that creating two distinct com¬ 
panies will be bad for the economy. On the other 
hand, younger Americans (those between 18 and 
49 years of age) are slightly more inclined to think 
that breaking up Microsoft will be good for the 
economy (41%, compared to 37% who think it 
will be bad). Additionally, opinion on the matter 
differs by income. Among those whose household 
income is under $50,000, 40% think the Justice 
Department’s breakup plan will benefit the econ¬ 
omy, while 35% think it will be harmful, in con¬ 
trast, those whose household income is $50,000 or 
greater are much more likely to think that a 
breakup would have a negative (46%), as opposed 
to a positive (30%), impact on the economy. 

Earlier polls suggest that although respon¬ 
dents tended to view Microsoft as a monopoly, at 
the same lime, they did not think that it should be 
broken up into several smaller companies. In the 
early stages of the antitrust trial, a near majority 
in a February 26—28, 1999, poll considered the 
Microsoft Corporation to be a monopoly (49%. 
compared to 38% who thought it was not). But, 
last November, about the time a federal judge 
ruled that Microsoft had violated antitrust laws, a 
Gallup Poll showed that the public was opposed 
to the idea of breaking up Microsoft, 54% t0 
35%. 
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MAY 5 

TEENAGERS’ KNOWLEDGE 
OF HISTORY 

Interview Dales; Jan-Apr 2000 
Gallup YouUi Survey 


Please identify the nation with which each of 
these individuals is associated. What nation 
do you identify with: 

Adolf Hitler? 


All 

teens 

Germany (correct) .. .66% 


Bays Girls 
74% 58%> 


Indira Gandhi? 


All 

teens 

India (correct) ...... 41% 


Boys Girls 
51% 31% 


Napoleon Bonaparte? 

All 

teens 

France (correct) .36% 


Boys Girls 
46% 26% 


Winston Cli 11 rchill? 

All 

teens Boys Girls 

England (correct) ....25% 27% 22% 


In what year did Christopher Columbus dis¬ 
cover America? 

Alt 


1492 (correct) . 

Other ...... 

Don’t know; no opinion 


teens 


.. .42% 




In what war was the issue of states' rights a 
major issue? 

All 

teens 

Civil War (correct). .39% 

Other .. .[8 

Oon t know; no opinion.43 


In what year did rite United States declare 


its independence ? 

1776 (correct) .. 

Other. 

All 

teens 

19 

Don’t know; no opinion . . . 


What document guarantees the 

right of a 

free press in this country? 



All 


teens 

Bill of Rights (correct). 

.18% 

Constitution (correct).. 

.16 

First Amendment (correct). 

.8 

Declaration of Independence. 

.11 

Freedom of speech. 

9 

All other answers. 

.4 

Don’t know; no opinion. 

.41 


Analysis: Some basic facts of history are missing 
from the minds of a sizable majority oi American 
teenagers. This is the finding from the latest 
Gallup Youth Survey, in which we asked teens 
aged 13 to 17 a number of questions about 
American and world history. 

About four in ten teens surveyed (42 %) 
know that 1492 was the year of Columbus' dis¬ 
covery of America. An additional 22% gave 
some answer other than 1492; more than one- 
third (36%) did not know. Senior high history 
teachers have apparently been more successful 
than junior high teachers at getting this fact into 
young people’s heads. Only 34% of teens 13—15 
years old pick 1492, compared to 52% of teens 
16-17 years old. Moreover, less than four in ten 
teens (39%) know that it was the Civil War in 
which states' rights were a major issue. About 
one in five (18%) gave some other answer, but a 
large minority (43%) don't know which war was 
concerned with slates’ rights. 

The year of the United States' birth is appar¬ 
ently an even greater mystery Only one teen in 
four (25%) said that 1776 was the year in which 
ihe United States declared its independence. 
About one-fifth (19%) answered with some other 
year; more than half (56%) did not know the year 
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of American independence. Boys are more likely 
than "iris to know their country's birthday (30% 
of boys know the year was 1776, compared to 
20% of girls). Perhaps not surprisingly, above- 
average students and students whose parents both 
attended college were more likely than other 
teens to net the correct answers to all three ol 
these history questions. And teens with one 
college-educated parent were more likely than 
teens with no college-educated parents to get the 
answers right. 

What document guarantees the right of a 
free press in this country? Many teens were un¬ 
sure about the answer to this question as well. 
Less titan half (4291) gave some semblance of a 
correct answer, with 18% naming the Bill of 
Rights, 16% naming the Constitution, and 8% 
mentioning the First Amendment. Another 41% 
of teens said they don’t know the answer. 

It’s not just American history that buffaloes 
teenagers, however. The poll suggests that they 
may need more than a few lessons in world his¬ 
tory as well. Just two-thirds of teens (66%) were 
able to identify Adolf Hitler with Germany; one 
in seven (14%) gave some other answer, while 
21% did not know with which nation Hitler was 
associated. Four in ten teens (41%) were able to 
associate Indira Gandhi with her home country of 
India, but a small minority (13%) gave some 
other answer; nearly half (46%) simply don’t 
know. Napoleon Bonaparte means “France” to 
just over a third of teens (36%), with 23% giving 
some other answer and 40% not knowing where 
he was from. Only one-fourth of teens (25%) 
could associate Winston Churchill with England; 
just as many (27%) gave some other response, 
and fully half (50%) cannot identify Churchill 
with a particular nation. 

In every instance of identifying these world 
leaders, boys were more up on their international 
history than were girls. Three-fourths of boys 
(74%) could associate Adolf Hitler with Ger¬ 
many, compared to just 58% of girls. Half of 
boys (51%) knew Indira Gandhi is associated 
with India, versus just 31% of girls. Nearly half 
of boys (46%) were aware of Bonaparte’s con¬ 
nection to France, versus just 26% of girls. And 
while the gap is narrower regarding Churchill, 


27% of boys could tell us he was from England, 
compared to 22% of girls. 

It is also the case that older students (16 and 
17 years old) remember their world history more 
successfully Lhan do younger students (13 to 15 
years old). Fully 72% of older students associated 
Hiller with Germany, compared with 62% of 
younger students. Fifty percent of older students 
knew to associate Indira Gandhi with India, ver¬ 
sus just 35% of younger students. And 44% of 
older students identified Bonaparte with France, 
compared with 31% of younger students. For 
Churchill, the figure was 31% of older students 
compared with just 20% of younger ones. 

MAY 8 

GORE VS. BUSH: LEADERSHIP 
QUALITIES AND THE ISSUES 

Interview Dates: 4/28-30/00 
CNN/USA Tot/crv/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130564 

Thinking about the following characteristics 
and qualities, please say whether you think 
each one applies more to Al Gore or more to 
George IV. Bush: 

Shares your values? 

Gore. 40% 

Bush ..43 

Both; same; neither (vol,); no opinion.17 


Cares about the needs of people like you 


Gore... 

Bush.. -39 

Both; same; neither (vol.); no opinion.19 


Is a strong and decisive leader? 

Gore...*. 

Bush .... 

Both; same; neither (vol.); no opinion .. 


30% 

50 

20 


Can manage the government effectively 


Q ore 40% 

Bush.... 43 

Both; same; neither (vol.); no opinion *’ 
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Puts the connin''s interests ahead of his own 
political interests? 


Education? 


Gore...37% 

Bush ...37 

Both; same; neither (vol.); no opinion.26 

Understands complex issues? 

Gore... 41% 

Bush...36 

Both: same; neither (vol.); no opinion.23 

Is not too extreme in his political views? 


Gore....42% 

Bush ..38 

Both; same; neither (vol.); no opinion.20 

Has a vision far the country's future? 

Gore.38% 

Bush. .42 

Both; same; neither (vol ); no opinion ..20 


Asked of likely voters: Next, regardless of 
which presidential candidate you support, 
please tell me if you think Al Gore or 
George W. Bush would better handle each of 
the following issues: 


The economy? 

Gore .....44% 

Bush...43 

Same (vol.); no opinion .13 


Foreign affairs? 
Gore .. 

*****\***i** 

Bush ... 

Same (vol.); no opinion 


The gun issue ? 

Gore. 

Bush .. 

( t M t | I ( f t I » ■ > * • 

Same (vol.); no opinion. 


42% 

.43 

.15 


. ,37% 
..43 
. ,20 


Gore. 

w " * f * * i * ■ * ■ i « m 

Bush ... 

Same ( vol.); no opinion .. 


... .46% 
... .41 
....13 


Crime? 


Gore... .. . 32 % 

Bush. 52 

Same (vol.); no opinion..16 


Health care? 


Gore ...... 

Bush. 

Same (vol.); no opinion ...__ 

Social Security and Medicare? 

Gore. 

Bush... 

Same (voJ.); no opinion. 

Taxes? 



,37’ 

.14 



Gore.... .38% 

Bush...... .47 

Same (vol.); no opinion.15 

Analysis: At this early stage of the presidential 
campaign, the electorate as a whole sees little dif¬ 
ference between the two presumptive nominees 
of the Republican and Democratic parties. Texas 
Governor George W. Bush and Vice President AI 
Gore. As often happens early in a campaign, vot¬ 
ers seem to be relying on their party affiliation as 
a guide for choosing a candidate. But party affili¬ 
ation is not a perfect predictor of candidate pref¬ 
erence. In addition to party, voters' evaluations of 
the candidates’ personal characteristics have 
some impact on the vote, white voters’ assess¬ 
ments of the candidates' abilities to handle (he is¬ 
sues are less important 

In the current poll, voters were asked to in¬ 
dicate which of the two major candidates could 
better handle eight issues, and separately to indi¬ 
cate which candidate was better described by 
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eight positive personal characteristics or qualities. 
For the most part, voters picked the candidates 
who corresponded to their initial vote choice in 
these evaluations, so all of the evaluations corre¬ 
late highly with presidential vote. And, not sur¬ 
prisingly, on most of the characteristics, the 
evaluations between the candidates are quite 
close, a reflection of the close presidential vote. 

Still, the scores the candidates received var¬ 
ied among die sixteen items, and these variations 
offer insights into the factors that are “driving” 
the election at diis point in the campaign. A sta¬ 
tistical analysis of the responses allows each item 
to be ranked in its importance in explaining the 
current presidential vote: 


Importance of Leadership Qualities and the 
Issues in Presidential Vote Choice 


Party 

Importance 

score 

Favor 

Bush 

Favor 

Gore 

Point 
ad van¬ 
tage 
to Bush 

f+J 

Identification 
Can manage 
government 

100 

48% 

46% 

2 

effectively 
Cares about 
needs of 

79 

43 

40 

3 

people like you 
Puts country 
ahead of own 

57 

39 

42 

-3 

interests 

45 

37 

37 

0 

Vision for future 

44 

42 

38 

4 

Shares your values 39 

43 

40 

3 

Taxes 

25 

47 

38 

9 

Education 

19 

41 

46 

-5 

Economy 

Social Security 

17 

43 

44 

-1 

and Medicare 
Understands 

16 

41 

46 

-5 

complex issues 

11 

36 

41 

-5 

Gun issue 

6 

43 

37 

6 

1 

Foreign affairs 

4 

43 

42 

Health care 
Strong and 

4 

37 

49 

-12 

decisive leader 

3 

50 

30 

20 


Not too extreme 3 38 42 ~4 

Crime 2 52 32 20 

Party identification provides the highest cor¬ 
relation with presidential vote choice. Thus, it is 
assigned the value of 100. The other “importance 
scores” indicate how important each succeeding 
item is, compared to party identification, in ex¬ 
plaining how people say they would vote. The 
second most important item is how people evalu¬ 
ated Gore and Bush on their ability to manage 
government effectively; and with a score of 79, 
this item is estimated to be 79% as important as 
party. This item also favors Bush, with 43% of 
likely voters choosing the Texas governor, com¬ 
pared with 40% who choose the vice president, as 
the candidate who would manage government 
more effectively. 

After party identification, the five items next 
greatest in importance are all personal character¬ 
istics, and Bush beats Gore on three of the items, 
while Gore wins on just one item (the candidates 
tie on one). But for all five items, the margins in 
favor of the leading candidate are small. 

The first issue (as opposed to personal char¬ 
acteristics) that appears in the list is taxes, with 
an importance score of 25 and a net advantage to 
Bush of 9. Education is the next issue, favoring 
Gore by 5 points, but with a lower importance 
score of 19. Bush does particularly well on the 
issue of crime, with 52% saying he could better 
handle the issue, compared with just 32% who 
say that about Gore. But with an importance 
score of only 2, crime appears not to be an espe¬ 
cially salient issue right now. 

Similarly, Bush does particularly well on the 
dimension of “strong and decisive leader," with 
50% of voters saying that description applies to 
him, while only 30% say it applies to Gore—a 
net advantage to Bush of 20 percentage points. 
However, the statistical analysis shows that the 
importance score of that item is only 3, suggest¬ 
ing it does not explain very well how people 
would vote. 

For now, it is the perceived personal charac¬ 
teristics of the candidates, rather than how the 
candidates might handle the issues, that are more 
likely to attract some Democrats away from Gore 
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and some Republicans away from Bush, and also 
help independents decide which of the two candi¬ 
dates to support. As the campaign progresses, and 
voters become more aware of the issue differ¬ 
ences among the candidates, issues will likely be¬ 
come more important than they are now in 
explaining the vote. 


MAY 9 

FLYING THE CONFEDERATE FLAG 


Interview Dates: 5/5-7/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey AGO 130620 


As you may know, several Southern slates fly 
some form of the Confederate flag on top of 
their state capitol buildings. Do you think 
it's all right for these states to fly the Con¬ 
federate flag, or do you think they should 
stop this practice ? 



2000 

mi 


May 

Dec 


5-7 

4-6 

Ail right to fly . 

.46% 

55% 

Stop this practice .... 

.44 

40 

No opinion. 

.10 

5 


Do you, yourself, see the Confederate flag 
more as a symbol of Southern pride, or more 
as a symbol of racism? 


Southern pride . 

2000 

May 

5-7 

.... ,59% 

1992 

Dec 

4-6 

69% 

Racism. 

.... .28 

22 

Both equally; neither (vol.) 

o 

* # m * * a 

5 

No opinion. 

. 4 

4 


As you may know, the use of the Confederate 
flag in South Carolina has been in the news 
recently. How closely have you been follow¬ 
ing the news on this issue—very closely, 
somewhat closely, not too closely , or not at 
all closely? 


Very closely. 

Somewhat closely 



Not too closely.28 

Not at all closely ...24 

As you may know, some groups are saying 
that they will boycott South Carolina—by 
not traveling or scheduling sporting events 
or conferences there—until South Carolina 
removes the Confederate flag from all public 
places. Do you support or oppose this boy¬ 
cott of South Carolina? 


Support.....27% 

Oppose..65 

No opinion.8 


Analysis: A prominent issue during the South 
Carolina primary' last February' involved the pres¬ 
idential candidates’ views about South Carolina’s 
practice of flying the Confederate flag over the 
Statehouse. Overall. Americans are divided on 
whether it's all n«ht or not for Southern states to 
fly the flag—46% approve, while 44% want the 
practice stopped. This represents a slight erosion 
in support for the flag being flown compared to 
eight years ago. In 1992. 55% approved, while 
40% disapproved. 

Despite John McCain’s recent apology for 
not having spoken out against the practice during 
the South Carolina primary, Republicans across 
the country' continue to say that they support fly¬ 
ing the flag, by a 55% to 32% margin Demo¬ 
crats, on the other hand, arc opposed by a 57% to 
38% margin, while independents approve of the 
practice by 47% to 42%. Surprisingly. Southern¬ 
ers are not strongly different from the other re¬ 
gions of the country in terms of their support for 
a state’s flying the Confederate flag above its 
capitol. 

The poll shows that only 11% of all 
Americans have followed the Confederate flag 
issue “very” closely, while another 37% have fol¬ 
lowed it “somewhat” closely Apart from their 
feelings about flying the Confederate flag, only 
28% of all Americans say that the Confederate 
flag is a symbol of racism, while 59% say the 
flag is more a symbol ol Southern pride This 
represents a slight decrease in the “Southern 
pride" position since 1992. when 69% said that 
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this was what the flag represented, as opposed to 

racism. 

The National Association for the Advance¬ 
ment of Colored People began a boycott of South 
Carolina in January of this year, and almost one 
hundred meetings and conventions have been 
moved from the state as a result. The National 
Collegiate Athletic Association has also recently 
said that it may consider canceling the 2002 
men's college basketball regional tournament in 
Greenville if the flag is not removed. 

Respondents are firmly opposed to such 
boycotts, however, by a 65% to 27% margin. 
Even Democrats oppose the idea of boycotts of 
South Carolina, by 54% to 39%, while Repub¬ 
licans oppose it by a larger margin, 78% to 16%. 


MAY 10 
JOHN McCAiN 

Interview Dates: 4/28-30/00 
Cm/USA 7bday/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130564 


Next, we’d like to get your overall opinion of 
some people in the news. As I read each 
name, please say if you have a favorable or 
unfavorable opinion of this person , or if you 
have never heard of him: 

George W. Bush? 


Favorable. 

Unfavorable ... 

Unsure; don’t know (vol.) 


.. .65% 
...32 



John McCain ? 


Favorable. 

Unfavorable. 

Unsure; don’t know (vol.) 

Al Gore? 

Favorable .. 

Unfavorable. 

Unsure; don’t know (vol.) 




51 % 
44 


Analysis: The rapprochement between Arizona 
Senator John McCain and Texas Governor 
George W. Bush on Tuesday morning in Pitts¬ 
burgh, including McCain’s official endorsement 
of Bush, clearly marks a highly desirable out¬ 
come for the presumptive Republican nominee 
for president. John McCain remains one of the 
most popular politicians in America today. He 
has an extraordinary appeal not only to Repub¬ 
licans but also to independents and Democrats. 
While McCain’s endorsement of Bush will not 
automatically mean that all of McCain’s admirers 
will vote for the GOP ticket in the fall, the con¬ 
nection between Bush and the former POW will 
likely have at least some positive payoff among 
the independents and soft Democrats whom Bush 
will need to attract if he is to defeat Vice Presi¬ 
dent Al Gore. 

A Gallup Poll conducted over the weekend 
asked voters an unusual question; “Now, thinking 
more broadly, whom would you most like to see 
elected president regardless of whether they hap¬ 
pen to be running or not?” The results included a 
wide variety of names, and about a quarter of re¬ 
spondents could name no one they preferred to 
see elected. But, after George W. Bush, who re¬ 
ceived the most mentions at 16%, John McCain 
came in second with 13% ahead of Al Gore with 
10%, General Cohn Powell at 6%, and President 
Bill Clinton with 5%. 

Additionally, a late April Gallup Poll showed 
that, among likely voters, McCain has a higher fa¬ 
vorable rating and a lower unfavorable rating than 
either Bush or Gore. McCain, despite die fact dial 
he ultimately lost to Bush in the Republican pri¬ 
maries earlier this year, accumulated a signifi¬ 
cantly lower unfavorable rating than did Bush. 
16% to 32%. Both Republicans, by way of con¬ 
trast, have much more positive ratings than Gore, 
who—to some degree based on the fact that he 
has been highly visible in the public eye lor a 
number of years as vice president—has only a 
bare majority favorable rating. 

It is also interesting to note that Bush’s fa¬ 
vorable rating, differentiated by party, shows a 
classic stair step pattern, with 96% of Republican 
likely voters rating him favorably, compared to 
67% of independents and only 32% of Democrats 
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McCain’s favorable pattern is much flatter— 76% 
favorable among Republicans, 76% among 
independents, and 63% among Democrats— 
demonstrating the Anzona senator's extraordinary 
appeal across traditional party lines. 

A major key in the fall election will be the in¬ 
dependent vole. Bush can reliably depend on the 
Republican vole (although maintaining a loyal 
party base is important in order to ensure high 
turnout and to avoid some leaking of votes to possi¬ 
ble independent candidates such as Pat Buchanan) 
The strong appeal that McCain has among non- 
Republicans can therefore be a key if Bush can 
somehow turn McCain’s support and endorsement 
in the fall into actual votes—assuming that McCain 
stays true to his word and turns down any possible 
entreaties later this summer to reconsider his deci¬ 
sion not to accept a vice presidential nod. 

Indeed, a McCain vice presidential position 
on the ticket would have significantly positive ef¬ 
fects for Bush. Voters were asked in late April 
about the possible impact of a McCain presence 
on the Bush ticket as vice president. About a 
quarter of all likely voters said that McCain as 
the vice presidential nominee would make them 
more likely to vote Republican, but this included 
just over 40% of independents, a group, as noted, 
that Bush and Gore will be fighting over. 

It should also be noted that, strong as McCain 
is, there is one additional politician who has even 
higher favorable ratings among likely voters: for¬ 
mer Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staft Colin 
Powell. His favorable rating overall among likely 
voters is a stratospheric 89%, including a 91% fa¬ 
vorable rating among Republicans, 
dependents, and 84% among Democrats, The bad 
news for Bush is that Powell, like McCain, has so 
far said that he is not interested in a vice presiden¬ 
tial position, although both men would apparently 
consider positions in a Bush cabinet should the 
Texas governor be elected 

may ii 

DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH CUBA 

Interview Dales; 5/5-7/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 

Survey #GO 130620 


Suppose that on Election Day this year, you 
could vote on key issues as well as candi¬ 
dates. Please teil me whether you would vote 
for or against each one of the following 
propositions: 


Re-establishing 

U.S, 

diplomatic 

relations 

with Cuba? 



No 


For 

Against 

opinion 

2000 May 5-7_ 

.51% 

36%) 

7% 

1999 May 7-9 .. 

.71 

25 

4 

1999 Mar 19-21 .. 

,67 

27 

6 

1996 Apr 25-28 .... 

.40 

49 

11 

1977 . 

.53 

32 

15 

1974 . 

.63 

37 

— 

Ending the U S. trade embargo with Cuba ? 


For 

Against 

No 

opinion 

2000 May 5-7_ 

.48%. 

42% 

10% 

1999 May 7-9. 

.51 

42 

7 

1999 Mar 19-21 .,.. 

.51 

39 

10 


Analysis: As a federal appeals court decides the 
fate of Elian Gonzalez, the 6-year-old Cuban boy 
who has sparked new public interest in U S rela¬ 
tions with Cuba, a new Gallup Poll shows that a 
majority of Americans continues to support re¬ 
sumption of diplomatic relations with the Com¬ 
munist nation, although by a smaller margin than 
last year. The May 5-7 poll shows that 57% 
would vote to resume diplomatic relations with 
Cuba, down significantly from May 1999. when 
71%) expressed support. 

After Fidel Castro came to power in 1959. 
the United States severed diplomatic relations 
with Cuba. But by 1974, when Gallup first polled 
on this issue. 63% of Americans supported re¬ 
sumption ol relations. Three years later, in 1977. 
just 53%- expressed that view, The question was 
not asked again until April 1996. after Cuba shot 
down two unarmed planes, and at that time onl\ 
40% of Americans were ready to reopen diplo¬ 
matic channels. Three years later, support had 
climbed back above the 60% level. 
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While recent Gallup Polls have shown sig¬ 
nificant levels of support for resuming diplomatic 
ties with Cuba, Americans are split on whether 
the trade embargo limiting travel and business 
lies should be lifted. The current poll shows 48% 
favor lifting the embargo, while 42% oppose it. 
The poll also shows major partisan differences. 
Democrats and independents are more likely to 
favor ending the trade embargo than Republicans, 
with 53% of independents and 51 % of Democrats 
in favor, compared to 39% of Republicans. There 
is also a division among those with different lev¬ 
els of education - 55% of those who have gradu¬ 
ated front college support lifting the embargo, 
compared to 43% of those w ith a high-school ed¬ 
ucation or less. 


MAY 11 

MICROSOFT ANTITRUST CASE 

Interview Dales. 5/5-7/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey *GO 130620 

Thinking about Microsoft, the computer soft¬ 
ware company that produces Windows 98 
and other products, do you have a favorable 


or unfavorable 

opinion 

of the Mi 

crosoft 

Corporation ? 





Favor- 

Unfavor- 

No 


able 

able 

opinion 

National Adults 




2000 May 5-7. 

.65% 

18% 

17% 

Computer Users 




2000 May 5-7 .. 

.72 

18 

10 

1999 Nov 4-7. 

.67 

16 

17 

1999 Mar 30-31 .... 

.60 

14 

26 

1999 Feb 26-28 

.58 

16 

26 

1999 Feb 8-9 . 

.66 

16 

18 

1998 Nov 13-15 . 

.55 

17 

28 

1998 Mar 6-9 ... 

.58 

13 

29 


\'ow, thinking about Bill Gates, the founder 
and CEO of Microsoft, do you have a favor¬ 
able or unfavorable opinion of Bill Gates? 



Favor- 

Unfavor- 

Never 

heard 

of 

(vol.); 

no 


able 

able 

opinion 

National Adults 

2000 May 5-7 .. . 

.. . .69% 

16% 

15% 

Computer Users 
2000 May 5-7 ... 

... .74 

15 

11 

1999 Nov 4-7 ... 

.. . .68 

19 

13 

1999Jul22-25 .. 

... .64 

15 

21 

1999 Mar 30-31 . 

.. . .59 

18 

23 

1999 Feb 26-28 . 

.. , .62 

16 

22 

1999 Feb 8-9 ... 

... .66 

18 

16 

1998 Dec 28-29 . 

... .66 

16 

18 

1998 Nov 13-15 . 

... .56 

18 

26 

1998 Mar 6-9 ... 

... .55 

16 

29 


Just your opinion, is Microsoft a monopoly, 
or not? 


No 


National Adults 

Yes 

No 

opinion 

2000 May 5-7 .... 

Computer Users 

.. .49% 

41% 

10% 

2000 May 5-7 .... 

. . .50 

45 

5 

1999 Feb 26-28 .. 

.. .49 

38 

13 

1998 Mar 6-9 .... 

. ..43 

41 

16 


How closely have you been following the 
news about the Justice Department lawsuit 
against Microsoft—very closely, somewhat 
closely, not too closely, or not at all closely ? 



National 

Com¬ 

putet 


adults 

users 

Very closely. 

...10% 

13% 

Somewhat closely 

41 

* T A 

48 

Not too closely ... 

30 

27 

Not at all closely . 

.18 

12 

No opinion. 

.I 



* Less than 1% 


Would you favor or oppose actions by the 
federal government that would require 
Microsoft to break up into two companies? 


148 


THE GALLUP POLL 


Corn- 

National purer 
adults users 

Favor .34% 31% 

Oppose.....54 60 

No opinion.12 9 


Do you think the breakup of Microsoft into 
more than one company would help or hurt. 

The economy ? 




Com - 


National 

puter 


adults 

users 

Help. 

.41 % 

38% 

Hurt ti«**4*»«i»**»4i* 

.32 

37 

Neither (vol.); no opinion 

.27 

25 


Consumers? 



National 

Com¬ 

puter 


adults 

users 

Help. 

.. .46% 

43% 

Hurt . 

.. .37 

43 

Neither (vol.); no opinion . .. 

.. .17 

14 

The computer industty? 

National 

Com¬ 

puter 


adults 

users 

Help. 

.. .45% 

42% 

Jr ■ * J - ’ 1 * " ' - " 1 ' .. 

H^tlft 1 m « 4 k ■ it 

..37 

42 

Neither (vol,); no opinion ... 

...18 

16 


Analysis: In the wake of a federal judge’s ruling 
that the Microsoft Corporation violated antitrust 
law's, the giant software company has spent mil¬ 
lions of dollars in ads to enhance, or protect, its 
reputation among the general public. In the mean¬ 
time, the federal government proposes to divide 
Microsoft into two distinct companies. A new 
Gallup Pol] suggests that while the federal gov¬ 
ernment has been unsuccessful in making its case 
to the public that the company should be split, 
Microsoft has been unsuccessful in making its 
case that such a breakup would be harmful 


The new' poll shows that 65% have a favor¬ 
able view of Microsoft and 69% a favorable view 
of its tounder. Bill Gates, essentially unchanged 
from the last measurement in November 1999 
and actually slightly higher than when iirst mea¬ 
sured in March 1998. Furthermore, 54% oppose 
the federal proposal to split Microsoft into two 
companies, while just 34% are in favor, again un¬ 
changed from last November. 

Still, respondents are divided about whether 
Microsoft is a monopoly or not. with 49% saying 
it is and 41% saying it is not. And by slight mar¬ 
gins of 8-9 percentage points, they are more in¬ 
clined to believe that a breakup of the software 
company would do more to help than to hurt the 
economy (by 41% to 32%). consumers (46% to 
37%), and the computer industry (45% to 37%), 
These results suggest that some people may op¬ 
pose a breakup of Microsoft not because the ac¬ 
tion would be detrimental, but because the 
government should not be taking such action in 
the first place. 

The poll also shows that people who can be 
classified as the "attentive public"—the 10% who 
have followed the issue "very closely"—give 
much higher ratings to Microsoft and to Gates 
than does the general public and are much more 
opposed to breaking up the company 
Furthermore, this group of people is much more 
inclined to believe that such a breakup would be 
harmful rather than helpful. (Those who consti¬ 
tute the "attentive public" consist disproportion¬ 
ately of males, the highly educated, those who 
use a computer on a regular basis, and political 
conservatives.) 

Overall, just 10% have followed the issue 
very closely, 41% somewhat closely, 30% not Loo 
closely, and 18% not at all closely. Among the 
10% who can be classified as attentive. 84% give 
favorable ratings to the company and 83% to 
Gates. Furthermore, by an overwhelming margin 
of 75% to 19%, the attentive public opposes the 
breakup of Microsoft; by 59% to 40% they be¬ 
lieve the company is not a monopoly; and by 
close to 2-to-l margins, they say the breakup of 
Microsoft would be harmful, rather than helpful, 
to the economy (49% to 25%), to consumer. 
(54% to 34%). and to the computer industry 


TWO THOUSAND 


149 

































(607c to 32%). All of these findings are much 
more favorable to Microsoft than those found 
among the public as a whole. 

MAY 12 

COACH BOB KNIGHT 

Interview Dates: 4/28-30/00 
CNN/t/SA Ttatoy/GaMup Poll 
Survey #GO 130564 

As you may know, Bob Knight, head coach 
of the Indiana University's men’s basketball 
team, uns recently shown on videotape 
grabbing a player by the throat while repri¬ 
manding the player . Have you, yourself, 
seen this incident replayed on television or 
videotape, have you heard or read about it 
but not seen it. or have you not heard about 
it before now? 



National 

Sports 


adults 

fans 

Seen it .. 

Heard or read about it 

.32% 

40% 

but not seen it . 

.29 

31 

Not heard about it . 

.... .38 

29 

No opinion. 

. 1 

& 


*Less than 1 % 


From what you know of this incident, do you 
think the coach should be fired, should be 
given a lesser punishment, or should not be 
punished at all? 


Fired. 

National 

adults 

Sports 

fans 

40% 

43 

Given a lesser punishment ., 

... .43 

Not punished .. .. 


10 

No opinion.„ 

_ 10 

7 


Analysis: The fate of controversial Indiana 
University men’s basketball coach Bob Knight 
could be determined within days. University 
trustees are reviewing allegations that Knight put 
his hands on the throat of former player Neil Reed 


during a 1997 practice. Indianapolis media outlets 
have added fuel to the fire with new reports that 
Knight punched the university’s sports informa¬ 
tion director in the 1970s and intimidated a secre¬ 
tary by throwing a potted plant in her office. 

A new Gallup Poll shows that 61% have 
heard about the choking incident, either by read¬ 
ing about it or viewing a videotape of the incident 
broadcast on CNN/SI and other media outlets. 
Among those who identify themselves as sports 
fans, the percentage who are familiar with the in¬ 
cident is 71%. 

While Knight has never been publicly disci¬ 
plined by the university for previous incidents, 
eight out of ten respondents believe the time has 
come for some form of disciplinary action. When 
asked whether Knight should be fired, given a 
lesser punishment, or not punished at all, 40% 
say he should be fired, 43% prefer a lesser form 
of punishment, and 7% believe the coach should 
not be punished at all. 

While the allegations against Knight may 
appear extreme, most Americans believe the use 
of physical force by college coaches against play¬ 
ers is not unusual. Eighteen percent of those 
polled believe such incidents happen regularly, 
while 49% think they occur occasionally 
Twenty-two percent say such incidents hard!) 
ever happen. 

MAY 12 

MOTHER’S DAY 

Interview Dates: 5/5-7/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130620 

Looking hack on the time when you were 
growing up, which of your pare/its would 
you say had the greater influence on youi 
life—your mother, or your father? 


National 

adults 

Men 

Women 

Mother ...53% 

45% 

61 % 

Father.28 

34 

22 

Both equally; neither 

(vol.); no opinion ., ,19 

21 

17 
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Thinking back, would you say that your 
mother had a vety positive influence, a some¬ 
what positive influence, neither positive nor 
negative, a somewhat negative influence, or 
a very negative influence on you? 


National 



adults 

Men 

Women 

Very positive ..64% 

657c 

63% 

Somewhat positive .. .24 

24 

24 

Somewhat negative ... .3 

2 

4 

Very negative ...2 

1 

3 

Neither; no opinion ... .7 

8 

6 


Thinking back, would you say that your fa¬ 
ther had a very positive influence, a some¬ 
what positive influence, neither positive nor 
negative, a somewhat negative influence, or 
a very negative influence on you? 

National 


adults 

Men 

Women 

Very positive .49% 

52% 

46% 

Somewhat positive .. .28 

29 

27 

Somewhat negative ... .7 

6 

9 

Very negative ........5 

3 

7 

Neither; no opinion ... 11 

10 

11 


Asked of those whose mother is living today: 
How would you characterize your relationship 
with your mother today—is it very positive, 
somewhat positive, neither positive nor nega- 


live, somewhat negative. 

or very negative? 

National 

adults 

Men Women 

Very positive .74% 

14% 74 % 

Somewhat positive ...18 

18 18 

Somewhat negative ... .2 

2 3 

Very negative .. 2 

1 2 

Neither; not applicable; 



no opinion .4 5 3 


Asked of those whose father is living today: 
How would you characterize your relationship 
with your father today—is it very positive, 
somewhat positive, neither positive nor nega- 


five, somewhat negative, or very negative? 

National 


adults 

Men Women 

Very positive .597c 

62% 56% 

Somewhat positive .. .24 

25 24 


Somewhat negative_3 2 4 

Very negative.5 4 5 

Neither; not applicable: 
no opinion ... . 9 7 j j 


Looking back on your life, would you say 
that you, personally, have shown or showed 
enough appreciation to your own mother? 



National 

adults 

Men 

Women 

Yes. 

.... .81% 

81% 

827c 

No . 

.16 

16 

15 

Does not apply; 
no opinion ..., 

.3 

3 

3 


Asked of mothers: Do you feel your family 
appreciates you enough as a mother, or do 
they not appreciate you enough ? 


Yes, enough ..85% 

No, not enough .14 

No opinion .,... 1 


Also asked of mothers Which, if any, of the 
following are your family members likely to do 
for you on Mother's Day this year—buy you a 
gift, make you a gift, send you flowers, sender 
give you a card, call you on the telephone, take 
you out to dinner, or something etse ? * 

Buy you a gift .40% 

Send or give you a card . 37 

Take you out to dinner. 35 

Call you on the telephone ...28 

Make you a gift.17 

Send you flowers. 17 

Visit you; will spend time with family .4 

Make dinner.4 

Make breakfast . I 

Will do household chores; clean: do laundry .. ** 

Give money ..** 

Give a hug .. ** 

Something else. - • - . .3 

Nothing . 1 

All; everything.. ■ • * .9 

No opinion. • 2 

-Total adds to more than 100% due to multiple 
answers. 

^'Less than 1 % 
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Analysis: When America's mothers are asked 
what they think family members are likely to do 
to recognize them on their special day, four in ten 
interviewed in a recent Gallup Poll anticipate re¬ 
ceiving a purchased gift, 37% expect to receive a 
card, and 35% think they will be taken out to din¬ 
ner. In addition, 28% say it’s likely their family 
members will phone them, 17% anticipate a 
handmade gift, and 17% expect flowers. Only 1% 
of mothers say they are likely to get no gift or 
recognition on Mother's Day. while another 2% 
are not sure. 

By all accounts, mothers deserve die expres¬ 
sions of love and thanks they will get this weekend. 
Nearly nine in ten adults ( 88 %) report that their 
own mother has had a positive influence on them. 

; his includes 64% who say her influence has been 
“very positive” and another 24% who describe it as 
“somewhat positive.” Just 5% are neutral on the 
question, while another 5% are negative—with 3% 
describing their mother’s influence as “somewhat 
negative” and 2% as “very negative.” When asked 
about the relationship diey have with their mothers 
today, Americans’ positive feelings run even 
higher. Ninety-two percent of adults say their cur¬ 
rent relationship with their modier is positive, in¬ 
cluding 74% who describe it as “very positive” and 
18% as “somewhat positive.” 

Fortunately, mothers seem to be well aware 
of the positive feelings their families have. 
Eighty-five percent of mothers say their family 
appreciates them enough, while only 14% dis¬ 
agree. However, to some degree this recognition 
seems to build with age; only 77 % of younger 
mothers, aged 18—49, say they are appreciated 
enough by their family, compared to 95 % of 
mothers aged 50 and older. 

Mothers still outscore fathers in influence— 
a finding that has changed little since Gallup first 
measured it nearly a half century ago. When 
asked to choose, a majority of adults identify 
their mother, rather than their father, as the one 
who had more influence on them when growing 
up, 53% vs. 28%. In 1951 the Figures were simi¬ 
lar, with 48% naming their mothers and 22% 
their fathers. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, however, men and 
women see this issue differently, with women 


more likely than men to choose their mother as 
having had the greater influence. Six in te r 
women say their mother had more influence 
compared to only 45% of men. Still, mothers best 
fathers in influence even among men: only 34 % 
of men say their father had more influence. 

Fathers also get lower ratings in child rear¬ 
ing, with only 49% saying their father had a 
“very positive” influence on them, compared to 
64% for mothers. However, with another 28% 
saying their father’s influence was “somewhat 
positive,” only 12 % describe their father’s influ¬ 
ence as negative to any degree. As noted, just 5 % 
feel this way about their mothers, 

MAY 16 

“SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE” 
INVESTMENTS 

Interview Dates: 5/5-7/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130620 


Do you personally, or jointly with a 

spouse r 

have any money invested in the stock marker 

right now either in an 

individual stock, a 

stock mutual fund, or 

in a self-directed 

401 (k) or IRA? 





No 

Yes 

No 

opinion 

2000 May 5-7..54% 

44% 

2% 

2000 Mar 10-12.61 

37 

2 

2000 Jan 7-10.61 

38 

i 

1999 Oct 21-24 _60 

39 

i 

1999 Sep 10-14 .57 

42 

i 

1999 Jun 4-5 .57 

42 

i 

1999 Apr 30-May 2. ..58 

40 

2 

1999 Mar 12-14.61 

39 

* 

1998 Sep 1 .60 

39 

i 

*Less than 1 % 



Asked of stock investors: As far 

as you 

know, is the total amount of all of y 

our iu * 

vestments above or below $50,000? 


Above. 


42% 

Below . 


..48 

No opinion. ... , 


. .10 
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Also asked of stock investors: Have you 
heard of a type of investment in the stock 
market that is referred to as "socially re¬ 
sponsible " investments, or not? 

Yes...28% 

No ....72 

Also asked of stock investors: In general, 
"socially responsible" investments are ones 
in which the decision to invest in a company 
or stock is based not just on the economic 
performance of the company, but on some 
social and ethical considerations about the 
company as well. Have you or your spouse 
ever made an explicit decision to pur some 
of your funds specifically in such “socially 
responsible ” investments, or not, or are you 

m 

not sure about that ? 

Have made explicit decision . 11 % 


Have not ..63 

Not sure; no opinion .26 


Analysis: Only about one in four Americans liv¬ 
ing in households with money invested in the 
stock market has heard of “socially responsible" 
investing, but of these, 28% claim to have money 
in such investments. The idea of selectively mak¬ 
ing investments in companies that are perceived 
to benefit society in some way has received con¬ 
siderable attention in recent years, particularly in 
the boom environment that has made investing a 
much more prevalent and discussed activity. 
Social investing refers to the practice of choosing 
only stocks that conform to the investor’s ethical 
standards. Such investments typically exclude 
stocks in companies that manufacture alcohol and 
tobacco products as well as weapons and nuclear 
materials. But “social investing” may also have a 
more positive intent, such as supporting compa¬ 
nies that sell products that are believed to be 
good for the environment, or companies that treat 
their employees especially well. 

According to a recent Gallup Poll, about half 
of all households (54%) have money invested in 
the stock market right now, a drop of 7 percent- 
a ge points from a similar survey conducted at the 


beginning of March. Among these investors, just 
over a quarter (28%) have heard of a type of in¬ 
vesting called “socially responsible.” But only 
11 % ot all investors have actually made such so¬ 
cial investments. 

Whether investors have heard of social in¬ 
vesting or not depends heavily on how educated 
they are. Almost hall (45%) of those with a col¬ 
lege education have heard of this type of invest¬ 
ing, compared with 26% of investors with some 
college background, and only 9% of investors 
with only a high-school education. However, 
among those who have heard of such invest!nc. 
education is not related to actually having made 
this kind of investment. 

The 7-point decline in the percentage of 
households with investments appears to occur 
across most segments of American society. An 
analysis by age, gender, and income shows that no 
single segment of the population is more likely to 
report fewer investors than is another. For exam¬ 
ple, among households with incomes of less than 
$ 20,000 per year, the percentage of those who re¬ 
port having some money in the stock market 
declined from 22% in March to 17% today. Sim¬ 
ilarly, among middle-income households—those 
with 520,000 to $50,000 per year in income—the 
percentage of investors declined from 56% to 
48%. And among the more affluent households, 
with incomes above $50,000 per year, tire percent¬ 
age of investors dropped from 87% to 82% 


MAY 17 

CHINA TRADE PACT 

Interview Dates: 5/5-7/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130620 

How closely have you been following the 
news about China and the World Trade 
Organization ? 

Very' closely..7% 

Somewhat closely .. , . .22 

Not too closely. .31 

Not at all closely . 39 

No opinion. 1 
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Would you favor or oppose Congress pass¬ 
ing a law that Mould normalize trade rela¬ 
tions between China and the United States 
and that would allow China to join the 
World Trade Organization ? 



2000 

2000 


Mav 

Jan 


5-7 

25-26 

Favor .... 

.25% 

50% 

Oppose ... 

...19 

40 

No opinion 

Sfi 

10 


Overall, do you think increased trade be¬ 
tween the United States and China would 
mostly help or mostly hurt: 

U.S workers? 



2000 

2000 


May 

Jan 


5-7 

25-26 

Help. 

. .28% 

32% 

Hurt . 

..57 

56 

No difference (vol.). 

...4 

5 

No opinion. 

..11 

7 

The U.S, economy? 


2000 

2000 


Mav 

Jan 


5-7 

25-26 

Help. 

. .48% 

51% 

Hurt ... . 


38 

No dil Terence (vol.). 

.. .4 

3 

No opinion. 


8 

Human rights in China? 


2000 

2000 


May 

Jan 


5-7 

25-26 

Help. 


52% 


..26 

27 

No difference (vol.)_ 

.. .9 

8 

No opinion. 

..18 

13 


The Chinese economy? 

2000 2000 

May Jan 

5-7 25-26 

Hel P.*.,77% 77% 

Hurt ...*---9 12 


No difference (vol.).2 i 

No opinion.12 jq 

Analysis: Congress will vote this month on 
whether or not to permanently normalize trade re¬ 
lations with China, which would allow China to 
join the World Trade Organization (WTO). Many 
members of Congress have still not decided 
whether to vote for or against the legislation. The 
American public, apparently recognizing this 
complexity as well, sees many benefits of in¬ 
creased trade with China but also some negative 
consequences. 

The latest Gallup Poll shows that Americans 
are slightly more likely to believe that increased 
trade with China will benefit the U.S. economy 
than believe that it would hurt it, by a 48% to 
37% margin, with 15% undecided. However, il¬ 
lustrating the complicated nature of the issue, 
they are much more likely to believe that in¬ 
creased trade with China will “mostly hurt” U.S 
workers (57%) as opposed to helping them 
(28%). 

There is little difference in attitudes between 
Republicans and Democrats nationwide. As far as 
economic growth is concerned, 47% of Repub¬ 
licans think increased trade will help the U S 
economy, while 39% think it will hurt it. Among 
Democrats, 49% think the U.S. economy will be 
helped and 32% think it will be hurt. From the 
standpoint of the American workforce. 28% of 
Republicans think increased U.S,-China trade 
will help U.S. workers, while 60% think the latter 
will be hurt. Thirty percent of Democrats expect 
U.S. workers will be helped, while 54% think 
they will be hurt. 

Younger Americans seem to be most opti¬ 
mistic about the possibilities of increased trade 
with China. Fifty-nine percent of those aged 18 to 
29 believe that the U.S. economy will benefit, 
which is at least 10 percentage points higher than 
any other age group. Younger Americans are also 
slightly more likely to think that increased trade 
will help U.S. workers. 

While Americans think increased trade with 
China will have both positive and negative el 
fects for the United States, they generally believe 
that China will only benefit from a new trade 
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partnership. For example, over three-quarters of 
Americans (77%) believe that increasing trade 
between the United States and China will “mostly 
help” the Chinese economy, while only 9% be¬ 
lieve it will hurt it. Americans at higher income 
and education levels are especially likely to be¬ 
lieve this: fully 85% of those with household in¬ 
comes over $50,000 and 87% of those with 
college degrees think increased trade will benefit 
the Chinese economy. 

Americans also believe that the positive ef¬ 
fects of increased trade are not confined to eco¬ 
nomic concerns. Despite the opinions of some 
who oppose the treaty, the poll shows that 47% of 
Americans think that increased trade will help 
human rights in China, while only 26% think it 
will hurt them (27% have no opinion). Liberals 
are much more inclined to think that human 
rights in China will improve as a result of in¬ 
creased trade relations (56%) than are conserva¬ 
tives (41%). Similar, though not as strong, 
patterns emerge for Democrats (52%) and Repub¬ 
licans (44%). Consistent with these findings, the 
youngest segment of the American public is more 
optimistic on both counts, with 83% of those 
aged 18—29 believing that increased trade be¬ 
tween the two countries will mostly help the 
Chinese economy and 52% believing that it will 
help improve human rights in China 

Although the debate has been percolating in 
Congress for several months, public awareness of 
the U.S -China trade agreement appears to be ex¬ 
tremely low. This is evidenced by the fact that 
only 29% claim to be following news about China 
and the World Trade Organization either “very" or 
“somewhat” closely, leaving 70% without much 
exposure to the issue. The current level of attention 
paid to China and the WTO is among the lowest 
registered when compared to over sixty other news 
events that Gallup has measured since 1991. 


MAY 18 

AMERICANS’ KNOWLEDGE OF HISTORY 

Interview Dates: 5/5-7/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey AGO 130620 


Please identify the nation with which 

each at 

these individuals is associated. What nation 

do you identify 

with: 



Adolf Hitler? 





Gentians 


No 


(correct) 

Other 

opinion 

Total. 

. .87% 

QO 

5% 

18-29 Years Old ,. 

..79 

12 

9 

30-49 Years Old .. 

,.88 

7 

5 

50-64 Years Old ., 

. .93 

5 

9 

65 Years and Over 

. .93 

2 

5 

Postgraduate. 

. .97 

3 

— 

College Graduate 

...91 

1 

2 

Some College ... 

. .92 

7 

i 

High School or Less 

. .79 

9 

12 

Indira Gandhi? 





India 


No 


ft or reel) 

Other 

opinion 

Total. 

. .73% 

oo 

o 

w* 

19% 

18—29 Years Old , . 

..63 

9 

28 

30-49 Years Old ... 

..74 

9 

17 

50-64 Years Old ... 

..82 

6 

12 

65 Years and Over 

..79 

3 

18 

Postgraduate . 

..93 

3 

4 

College Graduate .. 

, .90 

1 

9 

Some College. 

. .82 

6 

12 

High School or Less . 

..59 

11 

30 

Napoleon Bonaparte J 




France 


No 


(cor reel) 

Other 

opinion 

Total.... 

. .65% 

15% 

20% 

18-29 Years Old .. 

, .51 

17 

32 

30-49 Years Old .. 

. .68 

15 

17 

50-64 Years Old .. . 

..77 

7 

16 

65 Years and Over . 

. ,65 

13 

22 

Postgraduate. 

. .89 

7 

4 

College Graduate . 

. .80 

12 

H 

Some College. 

. .75 

II 

14 

High School or Less 

..48 

IS 

34 
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Winston Churchill? 


England; 
Great Britain; 
United 
Kingdom 
(correct) 

Total ......70% 

Other 

14% 

No 

opinion 

16% 

18-29 Years Old .. 

...34 

35 

31 

30-49 Years Old .. 

.. .58 

2S 

14 

50-6 t Years Old .. 

.. .71 

19 

10 

65 Years and Over 

...74 

18 

8 

Postgraduate. 

.. .67 

31 

2 

College Graduate . 

.. .67 

27 

6 

Some College .... 

., .66 

23 

11 

High School or ! ..ess 

., .48 

18 

34 


Analysis: How well do Americans score when 
given a quiz asking them to name the country 
with which key historical figures are associated? 
Not badly, as ii turns out, although the findings 
show definitively that accurate historical knowl¬ 
edge is almost directly correlated with age. The 
older the person, apparently, the better he or she 
has absorbed the facts of history'. 

In a survey conducted May 5-7, Gallup 
asked Americans to identify the nations associ¬ 
ated with several figures who have shaped the 
course ot history. The overwhelming majority 
(87%) correctly name Germany as the country as¬ 
sociated with Adolf Hitler. Seventy-three percent 
successfully link Indira Gandhi with India, and a 
similar percentage (70%) correctly associate 
Winston Churchill with Great Britain, England, 
or the United Kingdom For Napoleon Bonaparte, 
65% correctly tie his name to France. 

The latest poll shows that a person’s ability 
to correctly identify a historical figure with the 
proper country varies greatly by a person’s age 
and education. These findings suggest, in fact, a 
deficit of knowledge among younger people 
118-29), who are significantly less accurate in as¬ 
sociating names with countries than are their el¬ 
ders. Although 79% ol 18 to 29 year olds can 
place Hitler with Germany, and 63% can associ¬ 
ate Gandhi with India, only a bare majority 
(51%) link Napoleon with France, and just 34% 
associate Churchill with England. These numbers 


pale in comparison to the percentage of adults 
aged 50 to 64 who correctly associate Hitler 
(93%), Gandhi (82%), Napoleon (77%), and 
Churchill (71 %) with the appropriate country. 

It is also important to note that correct 
name-lo-country association drops to even lower 
levels among teenagers. A Gallup Poll Youth 
Survey conducted earlier this year asked teens, 
aged 13-17, the above questions. Just 66% of 
teens associated Hitler with Germany, and 41% 
put Indira Gandhi with India. Thirty-six percent 
of teens put Napoleon with France, and only 25% 
could link Churchill to England. 

Not surprisingly, adults who have attended 
college are significantly more likely to give cor¬ 
rect answers to these questions than are those 
who did not attend college. For adults with a 
high-school education or less, 79% know Hitler 
was associated with Germany, 59% place Gandhi 
with India, and 48% know that Napoleon and 
Churchill belong with France and England, re¬ 
spectively. For those who say they have attended 
at least some college, the numbers increase dra¬ 
matically. Ninety-two percent assign Hitler cor¬ 
rectly; 82%, Gandhi; 75%, Napoleon; and 66%, 
Churchill. 

MAY 19 

GUNS AND GUN CONTROL 

Interview Dates: 4/7-9/00 
CNN/t/SA Today/Gdup Poll 
Survey #GO 130477 

Do you have a gun in your home? 

Yes 


2000 Apr 7-9 . . . 

42% 

1999 Apr 26-27 . 

.34 

1999 Feb 8-9 ... 

. ..... .36 

1997 Aug 22-25 

42 

1996 Nov 21—24 

44 

1996Jul25-28 . 

.......38 

1993 Oct 13 18 

.. . .51 

1993 Mar 12 14 

. .48 

1991.. 

.46 

1990 

.......47 

1989 . 

.. ...47 
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1985 .44 

1983 . 40 

1980 . 45 

1975 . .44 

1972 .43 

1968 .50 

1965 .48 

1959 .49 


What ts your overall opinion of the National 
Rifle Association, also known as the NRA— 


very favorable, mostly favorable, mostly un¬ 
favorable, or very unfavorable? 

National 

Gun 

No 

adults 

owners 

gun 

Very favorable.15% 

24% 

8% 

Mostly favorable.36 

48 

27 

Mostly unfavorable .. .20 

13 

25 

Very unfavorable .... 19 

9 

26 

No opinion .10 

Interview Dates: 5/5-7/00 

Gallup Poll News Service 

Survey #GO 130620 

6 

14 


Do you personally own a handgun, rifle, 
shotgun, or any other kind of firearm? 


No .66 


In general, do you feel that the laws covering 
the sale of f rearms should be made more 
strict, less strict, or kept as they are now? 



National 

Gun 

No 


adults 

owners 

gun 

More strict . 

.62% 

40% 

76% 

Less strict .. 

5 

■ * « Hi • *' * <k V 

8 

3 

Kept as now 

31 

50 

20 

No opinion . 

7 

■■ m m 1 9 '1 « * ■ 

2 

1 


Which of the following do you think is the 
primary cause of gun violence in America — 
the availability of guns, the way parents 
raise their children, or the influences oj pop¬ 
ular culture such as movies, television, and 
the Internet? 



National 

Gun 

No 


adults 

owners 

gun 

Availability .... 

.. .21% 

10% 

28% 

Way parents raise 




children .... 


56 

38 

Popular culture 

. .26 

27 

25 

No opinion . 

.. ..8 

7 

9 

Would you be 

more likely 

or less likely to 


vote for a presidential candidate who took 
each of the following positions on guns, or 
would that issue not have much effect on 
your vote: 


A candidate who favors stricter registration 
of all handguns? 



National 

Gun 

No 


adults 

owners 

gun 

More hkelv .... 

. . .65% 

50% 

74% 

Less likely. 

.17 

30 

10 

No effect; 




no opinion . ,. 

.,.. .18 

20 

16 

A candidate 

who favors 

limiting gun pur - 

chases to no more than one per month; 



National 

Gun 

No 


adults 

owners 

gun 

More likely .... 

.43% 

38% 

47% 

Less likely ... 

.26 

33 

22 

No effect; 




no opinion .. - 

.... .31 

29 

31 

A candidate 

who favors requiring gun 

matt- 

ufacturers to install built- 

in trigger locks on 

all handguns 

9 




National 

Gun 

No 


adults 

ou tiers 

gun 

More likely. 

.. .66% 

62% 

69% 

Less likely. 

... .14 

20 

10 

No effect; 




no opinion .... 

.'>0 

18 

21 


Analysis: The National Rifle Association (NRA), 
the nation's leading gun lobby and firearms- 
owner membership group, will hold its annual 
convention in Charlotte. North Carolina, this 
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weekend; This event will likely receive increased 
attention, as it comes on the heels ol the Million 
Mom March and is occurring in an election year 
when gun control issues have been a frequent 
topic on the presidential campaign trail. The 
NRA is often criticized for its staunch opposition 
to the passage of new gun control measures, but, 
on balance, Americans have a favorable opinion 
of the organization. In a Gallup Poll conducted 
April 7-9,51 % expressed a favorable view of the 
National Rifle Association, while 39% had an un¬ 
favorable view. These numbers are statistically 
unchanged from last year’s. 

Perhaps a major reason behind the public’s 
favorable opinion of the NRA is that gun owner¬ 
ship is fairly common among Americans. In a 
Gallup Poll conducted May 5-7 in conjunction 
with Women.com, 34% ''personally owned a 
handgun, rifle, shotgun or any other kind of 
firearm.” Forty-two percent in the April 7-9 poll 
had a ‘‘gun in ltheir] home;’ Over the past several 
decades in which this question has been asked, 
the proportion of those saying they had a gun in 
their home lias ranged from 34% to 51%. 

Not surprisingly, gun owners are more fa¬ 
vorably disposed than non-gun owners toward the 
National Rifle Association. What is surprising, 
though, is the degree of divergence between the 
two groups’ attitudes. In the April 7-9 poll, 71% 
of those who had guns in their households had a 
favoi-able opinion of the NRA, compared to only 
35% of those who did not have guns in their 
households. Gun ownership also plays a part in 
determining the intensity of opinion toward the 
NRA, Those with guns in their household were 
three times more likely to say they had a “very 
favorable” opinion of the NRA (24%) than were 
those who did not have guns (8%). 

The divide between gun owners and those 
who do not own guns is not confined to their 
opinions of the NRA. On most issues dealing 
with gun control, gun owners’ opinions look very 
different from those of people who do not own 
guns. For example, when gun owners were asked 
in (he May 5—7 poll if laws on firearm sales 
should be made more strict, less strict, or kept as 
they are now, 40% called for stricter laws, while 
76% of non-owners did so. Additionally, a 


greater percentage of gun owners than non- 
owners are less likely to vote for candidates who 
want stricter registration of handguns, who favor 
limits on gun purchases per month, or who favor 
trigger-lock requirements on handguns. 

Interestingly, gun owners and non-owners 
also differ considerably on the primary cause of 
gun violence in America. Fifty-six percent of gun 
owners think die primary' cause is the way parents 
raise their children, while 27% point to the influ¬ 
ences of popular culture and only 10% blame the 
availability of guns. Among non-owners, 38%. 
believe the major cause has to do with the way 
parents raise their children, while 25% think pop¬ 
ular culture is the major factor, and only 28% cite 
the availability of guns. 

The demographic characteristics of gun own¬ 
ers (according to the April 7-9 data) are different 
from those of gun non-owners in many ways: 

* Men are twice as likely as women are to 
own a gun, by a margin of 45% to 22% 

* Those who reside in the Midwest (37%), 
West (35%), and South (38%) are much 
more likely to own a gun than are those in 
the East (23%) 

• Gun owners tend to be wealthier than 
non-owners. Forty-one percent of those 
whose household income exceeds 
550,000 per year own a gun, compared to 
32% of those with incomes between 
$20,000 and $50,000, and only 23% of 
those with incomes below $20,000 

• Americans with less formal education are 
slightly more likely to own guns than are 
those with more education. Thirty-six per¬ 
cent of those with a high-school education 
or less own a gun, compared to 31 % ot 
college graduates 

• The age bracket with the greatest percent¬ 
age of gun owners is the 50-64 age group 
(43%). Americans between the ages of I & 
and 29 are less likely to own a gun (26%) 
than is any other age group 

* Gun ownership also varies by political 
beliefs. Republicans (46%) and conserva¬ 
tives (44%) are much more likely to own 
a gun than are Democrats (24%) and 
liberals (22%). 
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MAY 22 

the gender gap 

Interview Dates: 4/28-30/00 
CNN/£/5A 7or/a>’/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130564 

Vote for President by Gender, 
1952-2000 

(All Trends through 1996 
Based on Final Pre-Election Gallup Surveys) 

National Gender 



a tilths 

Men 

Women 

sop 

2000, April 28-30 





Democrat: Gore 

44% 

37% 

50% 


Republican : Bush 

49 

58 

42 


Gap 

-5 

-21 

8 

29 

1996 





Democrat: Clinton 

49 

45 

53 


Republican: Dole 

41 

44 

38 


Gap 

8 

1 

15 

14 

1992 





Democrat: Clinton 

43 

41 

46 


Republican: Bush 

38 

37 

38 


Gap 

5 

4 

8 

4 

1988 





Democrat: Dukakis 

46 

44 

48 


Republican: Bush 

54 

56 

52 


Gap 

-8 

-12 

-4 

8 

1984 





Democrat: Mondale 

41 

36 

45 


Republican: Reagan 

59 

64 

55 


Gap 

-IS 

-28 

-to 

18 

1980 





Democrat: Carter 

41 

38 

44 


Republican: Reagan 

5! 

53 

49 


Gap 

-10 

-15 

-5 

10 

1976 





Democrat: Carter 

50 

53 

48 


Republican: Ford 

48 

45 

51 


Gap 

9 

8 

-3 

11 

1972 





Democrat: McGovern 

38 

37 

38 


Republican: Nixon 

61 

63 

62 


Gap 

-23 

-26 

-24 

2 

1968 





Democrat: Humphrey 

42.7 

41 

45 


Republican: Nixon 

43.4 

43 

43 


Gap 

-0.7 

_2 

2 

4 


1964 


Democrat: Johnson 

61 

60 

62 


Republican: Goldwater 39 

40 

38 


Gap 

2? 

M 4_> 

20 

24 

4 

1960 

Democrat: Kennedy 

49.9 

52 

49 


Republican: Nixon 

49.8 

48 

51 


Gap 

0.1 

4 

_2 

6 

1956 

Democrat: Stevenson 

42 

45 

39 


Republican: 

Eisenhower 

58 

55 

61 


Gap 

-16 

-10 

_77 

12 

1952 

Democrat: Stevenson 

44 

47 

42 


Republican: 

Eisenhower 

55 

53 

58 


Gap 

-11 

-6 

-16 

10 


Analysis: The 2000 presidential election is shap¬ 
ing up to be strongly divided along gender lines, 
and to a greater degree than has been seen for any 
other such contest in at least a half century. 
Gallup's latest national survey of likely voters, 
conducted April 2S-30, shows men favoring 
Republican candidate George W. Bush over the 
Democrat, A! Gore, by 58% to 37%—-a 21-point 
margin. By contrast, women in the same sur¬ 
vey favor Gore over Bush by 50% to 42%—an 
8-point margin. That swing in support represents 
a 29-potnt “gender gap” separating men and 
women in their vote preferences and is generally 
consistent with the gender voting patterns Gallup 
has seen since January of this year. 

For years the gender gap has been a familiar 
theme in election analysis, particularly since 
1984, when large gender voting differences 
emerged in the election between Republican in¬ 
cumbent President Ronald Reagan and 
Democratic challenger Walter Mondale. That 
year, Gallup's final pre-election survey docu¬ 
mented an 18-point gender gup in the vote. 
However, in contrast with Election 2000, a ma¬ 
jority of both men and women sided with the 
same candidate (Reagan) in the 1984 election 
The gender gap emerged because men favored 
Reagan over Mondale by a 28-point margin, 64% 
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to 36%, compared to women, who favored 
Reagan by just 10 points, 55% to 45%. 

Polls going back to President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower's first election show that relatively 
large gender gaps—on the order of 10 or more 
points—were evident in 1952, 1956, 1976, 1980, 
1984, and 1996. Smaller gender gaps were seen in 
1960,1964,1968, 1972, 1988, and 1992. Nothing, 
however, comes close to the gender gap evident in 
the present election, in terms of both size and the 
fact that men and women are throwing their sup¬ 
port to different candidates. The 18-point gender 
gap in 1984 comes closest to what is seen today. 
As noted, however, a majority of men and women 
favored the same candidate in that contest, mak¬ 
ing the significance of the gap far less important. 

Looking at Gallup’s long-term pre-election 
trends, it seems clear that women have tended to 
vote more Democratic than men have in recent 
years, starting with the 1980 presidential election. 
Prior to 1964, women tended to vote more 
Republican than did men. Between 1964 and 
1976, men and women were roughly similar in 
their vote behavior, with 1976 standing out as an 
exception. In that year, Gallup Polls showed 
women voting more Republican, with a majority 
of women favoring Republican presidential can¬ 
didate Gerald Ford and a majority of men favor¬ 
ing Democratic candidate Jimmy Carter. 

Since 1980, Republicans have won three 
presidential elections (1980, 1984, and 1988) and 
Democrats have won two elections (1992 and 
1996). In each case the plurality or majority of 
men and women sided with the same candidate, 
although by varying margins. In 1980 both men 
and women favored Reagan over Carter, but men 
by a 15-point margin, compared to only a 5-point 
margin among women—representing a 10-point 
gender gap. As noted, 1984 saw an 18-point gen¬ 
der gap. with both men and women voting to re¬ 
elect Reagan, but men by a much larger margin 
than women. In 1988 both men and women fa¬ 
vored Republican George Bush over Democrat 
Michael Dukakis, however, Bush led among men 
by 12 points, compared to just 4 points among 
women—an 8-point gender gap. In 1992 both 
men and women favored Democrat Bill Clinton 
over the incumbent Republican president, George 


Bush. However, women favored Clinton by a 
slightly wider margin than men did, resulting in a 
4-point gender gap. Finally, in 1996, Gallup 
showed Clinton winning re-election over 
Republican challenger Bob Dole by just a 1-point 
margin among men, but by 15 points among 
women, yielding a 14-point gender gap. 

In the current context, the voting patterns by 
gender are remarkable, with Texas Governor 
Bush leading Vice President Gore by 21 points 
among men, and Gore leading Bush by 8 points 
among women. The last time men and women 
sided with different candidates was 1976, when a 
majority of men backed Jimmy Carter and a ma¬ 
jority of women backed Gerald Ford. Prior to 
that, there are only two other examples of diver¬ 
gent vote choices. In 1968 men tended to side 
with Republican Richard Nixon over Democrat 
Hubert Humphrey by a 2-point margin, 43% to 
41%, and women sided with Humphrey over 
Nixon by a 2-point margin, 45% to 43%, And in 
1960 men sided with Democrat John F. Kennedy 
by 4 points, 52% to 48%, and women backed 
Republican Richard Nixon by 2 points, 51% to 
49%. In each of these three cases (1960, 1968, 
and 1976), the vote choice of men prevailed, with 
Kennedy, Nixon, and Carter winning their re¬ 
spective elections. Thus, there is no example in 
Gallup election trends dating back to 1952 of a 
president being elected solely on the basis of the 
women’s vote, while there are three examples of 
the election being decided by men. 

One election that puts George W. Bush’s cur¬ 
rent standing with the genders in context is 1992, 
Coincidentally, in that election President George 
Bush, facing Bill Clinton, suffered an identical 
deficit among women as does his son today 
(8 points). However, a sharp contrast is evident in 
the vote pattern of the two Bushes among men. In 
1992 men favored Clinton by a 4-point margin 
41% to 37%. Today, men favor George W. Bush 
by a 21-point margin. Of course, the senior Bush 
lost the 1992 election to Clinton by 6 percentage 
points. By contrast, the junior Bush currently leads 
A1 Gore by 5 percentage points. In these terms n 
therefore appears that George W. Bush is overper¬ 
forming among men rather than underperforming 
among women. 
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Men’s solid preference for George W. Bush 
over A1 Gore has been a constant factor in 
Gallup’s 2000 Election polls, dating back more 
than a year. Men have favored Bush over Gore by 
a 20-point or greater margin in twenty out of 
twenty-eight Gallup election polls taken since 
March 1999, By contrast, the candidate preference 
of women has switched from favoring Bush to 
now' favoring Gore. Women favored Bush 
throughout 1999 and into early January 2000. 
However, once the primary election season started 
in January, Gore picked up support among 
women, and he has generally managed to hold 
onto their support ever since. 

MAY 24 

THE UNDECIDED PRESIDENTIAL VOTE 

Interview Dates: 5/18-21/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130218 

Have you made up your mind yet about 
whom you will vote for in the presidential 
election this fall, or are you still deciding? 

Yes, made up mind .41% 

No, still deciding.. ..56 

No opinion..3 

I’m going to read a list of seven candidates 
for president who will appear on the ballot in 
a significant number of states this November. 
Supposing that all of these candidates were on 
the ballot in your state, which one would you 
be most likely to vote for — Al Gore, the 
Democratic Party candidate; George W. 
Bush, the Republican Party candidate; Pat 
Buchanan, the Reform Party candidate; 
Harry Browne, the Libertarian Party candi¬ 
date; Ralph Nader, the Green Party candi¬ 
date; John Hagelin, the Natural Law Party 
candidate; or Howard Phillips, the 
Constitution Party candidate; or someone 
else? [IF UNSURE: As of today, do you lean 
toward Al Gore, the Democratic Party candi¬ 
date; George W. Bush, the Republican Party 
candidate; Pat Buchanan, the Reform Party 


candidate; Harr\< Browne, the Libertarian 
Party candidate; Ralph Nader, the Green 
Party candidate; John Hagelin, the Natural 
Law Party candidate; or Howard Phillips, the 
Constitution Party candidate; or someone 
else?) 




Those 

Those 



who 

who 



made 

are still 


National 

Ilf 

dead- 


adults 

mind 

mg 

Bush . 

. .45% 

56% 

38% 

Gore . 

.. .38 

37 

38 

Nader . 

. ...3 

2 

3 

Buchanan .. 

... .2 

i 

2 

Browne. 

... .1 

i 

i 

John McCain (vol.) 

,...1 

* 

i 

Hagelin.... 

..,.1 

0 

i 

Phillips. 


0 

i 

Someone else .... 

.1 

I 

i 

No opinion . 

... .8 

2 

14 


*Less than 1% 

Analysis: According to a new Gallup Poll, a ma¬ 
jority of Americans still have not made up their 
minds about which candidate to support in the 
November presidential election. Furthermore, 
very few are considering voting for any minor 
party candidate in the race. 

Conducted May 18-21, the poll shows that 
41% have determined whom they will vole for 
in the presidential election this fall, while 56% 
are still deciding and another 3% are unsure. 
When asked whom they would most likely sup¬ 
port among seven listed candidates—the two 
major party candidates and the five minor party 
candidates—only 9% said they would vote for 
any minor candidate, 83% would vote for either 
Bush (45%) or Gore (38%), and S% expressed 
no opinion. 

These figures differ from the usual Gallup 
Polls on presidential preference that typically ask 
respondents to choose between just the two major 
candidates “if the election were held today.” In 
the last such Gallup Poll, for example, conducted 
April 28-30. Bush led Gore among people most 
likely to vote by 49% to 44%, with just i% 
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volunteering some other candidate and 6% saying 
they were unsure. The current poll, however, of¬ 
fered the names of several possible third party 
candidates in addition to the presumptive Repub¬ 
lican and Democratic nominees. In contrast to the 
1 % who volunteer an intention to support a third 
party candidate in Gallup's usual ballot, the ex¬ 
plicit reading of several additional candidate 
names yields a total of 9% who intend to vote for 
a candidate other than Bush or Gore. 

Additionally, the current poll asked whether 
respondents had made up their minds “about 
whom you will vote for in the presidential elec¬ 
tion this fair 5 before asking them which candi¬ 
dates they would be most likely to support. In this 
format, many more people are willing to indicate 
they are still unsure about their decision—not a 
surprising result given that the conventions are 
several months away, vice presidential nominees 
are still to be selected, and the fall debates are yet 
to be held. The same format was used in a 
September 1996 poll, just two months away from 
that election. At that point, six in ten had made up 
their minds, while four in ten were still deciding. 

The current poll listed the names of the 
minor candidates most frequently mentioned in 
the news, including Pat Buchanan, probable nom¬ 
inee of the Reform Party; Ralph Nader, the Green 
Party; Harry Browne, the Libertarian Party; John 
Hagelin, the Natural Law Party; and Howard 
Phillips, the Constitution Party. Republican Sena¬ 
tor John McCain from Arizona, who lost to Bush 
in the primaries, has indicated he will not run as 
an independent, but 1 % of the respondents volun¬ 
teered his name anyway. 

Bush’s 19-point margin among those who 
have made up their minds reflects the fact that 
62% of Republicans, compared with only 41% of 
Democrats, indicate they have made up their 
minds. These figures suggest that Gore has yet to 
solidify his base of support among his party 
members in the way that Bush has within his 
party. Support for the minor candidates comes 
mostly from independents. While Bush leads 
Gore among Republicans by 83 points, Gore 
leads Bush among Democrats by just 61 points. 
This is another indication of Gore’s relatively 
soft support among members of his own party. 


MAY 24 

CHINA TRADE PACT 

Interview Dates, 5/18-21/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130218 

Would you favor or oppose Congress pass¬ 
ing a law that would normalize trade rela¬ 
tions between China and the United States 
and that would allow China to join the 
World Trade Organization ? 

No 



Favor 

Oppose 

opinion 

2000 May 18-21 

.... .56% 

37% 

7% 

2000 Apr 7-9 .. 

_43 

45 

12 

2000 Jan 25-26 . 

50 

P * * * m 

40 

10 

1999 Nov 18-21 

.54 

33 

13 


Analysis; There are heavy political overtones to 
the pending vote in Congress on granting perma¬ 
nent normal trade relations status to China. Presi¬ 
dent Clinton and other advocates are pressing for 
conversions among Democratic House members 
in particular, with Republicans in the House gen¬ 
erally expected to be most likely to vole in favor 
of the measure. 

Despite the differences between members of 
Congress, there are no profound differences in 
support for the measure between rank-and-file 
Democrats and Republicans nationally. Repub¬ 
licans and those independents who lean Repub¬ 
lican favor the measure by a 55% to 41% margin 
Democrats and those independents who lean 
Democratic favor the measure by a 58% to 33% 
margin. Thus, although Republicans are less en¬ 
thusiastic, a majority of Americans of all political 
persuasions favor the bill. There are slightly 
stronger differences by political ideology, al 
though the measure is favored across all ideologi¬ 
cal groups. Liberals are strongest in their support, 
favoring the agreement by a 63% to 30% margin, 
followed by moderates at 56% to 37% and con¬ 
servatives at 52% to 43%. 

The trade measure has to some degree cre¬ 
ated strange bedfellows in Washington, with 
President Clinton and a number of Republican 
leaders advocating passage of the measure, with 
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Democratic House members a prime target for 
their pressure. Data from the most recent Gallup 
Poll suggest that respondents have a slight prefer¬ 
ence for the Republicans over Democrats when it 
comes to foreign affairs and foreign trade. At the 
same time, President Clinton gets relatively low 
ratings for his handling of foreign trade, Forty- 
three percent of those interviewed this past week¬ 
end select Republicans as superior in terms of 
handling problems relating to foreign affairs, 
compared to 38% who choose the Democratic 
Party. In terms of foreign trade, the Republicans 
also win by a 45% to 36% margin over the 
Democrats. 

Bill Clinton has been extraordinarily ener¬ 
getic in pushing for passage of the China trade 
bill, and many observers feel that he is looking to 
its passage as the crowning foreign policy 
achievement of his last year in office. Although 
Clinton’s overall job approval is 57% and ap¬ 
proval for his handling of the economy is at a still 
higher 65%, only 51 % approve of his handling of 
foreign affairs in general, and only 43% approve 
of his handling of foreign trade. Moreover, labor 
has been one of the biggest opponents of the pro¬ 
posed trade bill, but. in what must be a disap¬ 
pointment to labor leaders, the roughly 13% of 
the public who reported living in a union house¬ 
hold in this past weekend’s poll also favored the 
China trade bill, by a 55% to 42% margin. 

MAY 25 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS/ 

PERSONAL FINANCES 

Interview Dates; 5/18-21/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130218 


How would you rate economic conditions in 
this country today—as excellent, good, only 
fair, or poor? 



Excellent, 

Only fair, 

No 


good 

poor 

opinion 

2000 May 18-21 

.... ,66% 

33% 

i% 

2000 Apr 3-9 . 

.60 

39 

i 

2000 Jan 7-10.. 

.71 

28 

i 


1999 Oct 21-24 .65 35 

1999 Sep 10-14 .67 32 

*Less than 1% 


Right now, do you think that economic con¬ 
ditions in the country as a whole are getting 
better, or getting worse' 1 



Getting 

(Jetting 

Same 

No 


better 

worse 

trot.) 

opinion 

2000 May 18-21 . 

. .52% 

37% 

9% 

'JCL 

J. fa 

2000 Jan 7-10 .. 

..69 

23 

6 

2 

1999 Oct 21-24 . 

. ,52 

34 

11 

3 

1999 Sep 10-14. 

.59 

29 

9 

3 


Next, u’c are interested in how people's fi¬ 
nancial situation may have changed. Would 
you say that you are financially better off 
now than you were a year ago, or are you fi¬ 
nancially worse off now? 



Better 

Worse 

Same 


off 

Off 

(vol.)* 

2000 May 18-21 .. 

,. .53% 

26% 

20% 

1999 Oct 21-24 .. 

.. .56 

19 

24 

1999 Aug 24-26 .. 

.. .53 

22 

25 

1999Jun4-5 .... 

.. .57 

20 

22 

1999 Jan 15-17 .. 

...58 

21 

21 

1998 Oct 29-Nov 1 

.. .53 

24 

22 

1998 Mar 20-22 .. 

.. .55 

24 

20 

1997 Jun 26-29 .. 

.. .44 

29 

26 

1997 May 6-7 ,.,. 

.. .45 

25 

28 

1996 Mar 8-10 ... 

.49 

21 

29 

1994 Dec 16-18 .. 

.. 40 

29 

31 

1994 May *>0-2 2 .. 

.. .40 

33 

26 

1994 Mar 7-8 .... 

...34 

31 

34 

1993 Dec 4-6 ... 

.. .36 

31 

33 

1993 Jun . . 

...29 

34 

36 

1992 Feb . . 

.. .34 

19 

46 

1992 Jan. 

.. .30 

26 

43 

1991 Dec.. 

.. 13 

26 

40 

1991 Oct. 

.. .35 

22 

42 

1991 Sep . 

.. .34 

37 

28 

1991 Jul . 

.34 

33 

32 

1991 May . 

.. .32 

33 

32 

1991 Apr . 

.. .29 

37 

33 

1991 Mar 21-24 

...31 

32 

37 

1991 Feb 28-Mar 1 

.. .37 

34 

28 
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1991 Feb . 

37 

i * * ip *« If 

35 

28 

1991 Jan 11—13 . 

.27 

39 

33 

1991 Jan 3-6 ... 

.35 

32 

32 

1990 Dec ...... 

.,..38 

26 

36 

1990 Oct 25-28 

* * „ * ,38 

26 

35 

1990 Oct 18-21 

.27 

30 

41 

1990 Oct 11-14 

.32 

26 

41 

1990 Sep. 

.40 

32 

27 

1990 Aug - 

43 

# p ■ i ■ r —r 

29 

27 

1990 Jul . 

44 

1 • 1 < « t t 

27 

2S 

1990 Feb . 

. 49 

26 

24 

1989 Jun ...... 

.... ..42 

31 

25 

1988 May ..... 

. 47 

28 

24 

1987 Jun ...... 

_ 43 

24 

32 

1986 Jun . 

. 46 

24 

30 

1985 Jun. 

.43 

26 

29 

1984Jul ...... 

_40 

34 

25 

1983Jun . 

.,28 

32 

39 

1982 Aug _ 

.25 

26 

46 

1981 Jun. 

.... .33 

30 

35 

1980 Mar . 

.30 

24 

45 

1979 Jun . 

... .30 

27 

41 

1978Jun . 

.35 

31 

32 

1977Jun . 

. ... .39 

28 

31 

1976 Sep. 

.... .33 

36 

30 


*“No opinion' 1 is omitted. 


Looking ahead, do you expect that at this 
time next year you will be financially better 
off than now, or worse off than now? 



Better 

IVorre 

Same 


off 

off 

(voL)* 

2000 May 18-21 .. 

,. ,67% 

13% 

14% 

1999 Oct 21-24 .. 

...68 

13 

12 

1999 Aust 24-26 .. 

...67 

16 

13 

1999Jun4-5 .... 

...67 

12 

17 

1999 Jan 15-17 .,. 

.. .68 

14 

14 

1998 Oct 29-Nov l 

. .66 

12 

16 

1998 Mar 20-22 

.. .71 

14 

9 

1997 Jun 26-29 .. 

...59 

17 

20 

1997 May 6-7 .... 

...60 

17 

20 

1996Mar8-10 ... 

.. .66 

16 

11 

1994 Dec 16-18 .. 

.. .63 

17 

17 

1994 May 20-22 .. 

.. ,59 

21 

16 

1994Mar7-8 

...53 

22 

19 

1993 Dec 4-6 . .. 

.. .56 

18 

22 

1993 Jun. 

.. .49 

32 

14 
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1992 Feb. 

.. .54 

14 

28 

1992 Jan. 

.. .51 

15 

28 

1991 Dec... 

.. .54 

17 

21 

1991 Oct. 

.. .55 

16 

23 

1991 Sep. 

.. .53 

22 

19 

1991 Jul . 

.. .57 

19 

15 

1991 May. 

.. .57 

19 

16 

1991 Apr. 

.. .56 

18 

17 

1991 Mar 21-24 .. 

.. .56 

20 

18 

1991 Feb 28-Mar 1 

...64 

20 

16 

1991 Feb. 

.. .57 

20 

15 

1991 Jan 11-13 ... 

.. .41 

21 

25 

1991 Jan 3-6. 

.. .52 

20 

18 

1990 Dec . 

.. .58 

17 

18 

1990 Oct 25-28 .. 

. .50 

15 

27 

1990 Oct 18-21 .. 

.. .41 

16 

34 

1990 Oct 11-14 .. 

. . .48 

13 

30 

1990 Sep. 

. . .51 

20 

17 

1990 Aug ... 

...51 

20 

16 

1990 Jul . 

...58 

18 

17 

1990 Feb. 

.. .65 

16 

13 

1989 Jun. 

.. .58 

20 

13 

1988 May. 

.. .63 

17 

9 

1987 Jun.. 

...57 

18 

17 

1986 Jun. 

.. .57 

17 

20 

1985 Jun. 

.. .52 

19 

19 

1984 Jul . 

.. .52 

28 

12 

1983 Jun. 

.. .43 

28 

19 

1982 Aug ...... 

.. .37 

24 

29 

1981 Jun. 

.. .41 

25 

26 

1980 Mar . 

.. .36 

24 

31 

1979 Jun . . .. 

. . .33 

27 

30 

1978Jun . 

.. .38 

30 

20 

1977Jun . 

.. .47 

27 

17 

1976 Sep. 

.. .44 

31 

12 


*“No opinion” is omitted. 


Analysis: That all-important election issue, the 
economy, is currently perceived to be in great 
shape by a majority of Americans, Despite stock 
market swings and interest rate hikes in the news, 
a new Gallup Poll finds that nearly two in three 
respondents (66%) now rate the economy as ex¬ 
cellent” or “good,” while just 24% consider it 
“only fair” and 9% “poor,” consistent with Gallup 
polling on the economy for the past two years. A 1 
the same time, the survey conducted May 18-21 


finds a slight increase in pessimism about the fu¬ 
ture, with 37% now saying economic conditions 
are getting worse, compared to only 23% who felt 
this way in January. Despite this decline in per¬ 
ceptions, however, the public’s economic outlook 
is robust compared to the early 1990s and remains 
as high today as it has been throughout President 
Clinton’s second term. In regard to the previous 
two presidential elections, the 66% who rate the 
economy as excellent or good today can be com¬ 
pared to 30% who felt that way in May 1996, and 
only 12% who felt that way in June 1992. 

A combination of the two polls shows that 
roughly half the public (43%) can be described as 
entirely positive about the economy—people who 
say the economy is in excellent or good shape 
and that it is likely to stay that way or improve 
are “super-optimists.” Only 21% are negative, 
rating the economy as only fair or poor, and pre¬ 
dicting it will either remain that way or worsen in 
the future. The remaining 31% express more 
mixed views, such as that the economy is in good 
shape but worsening, or that it is in poor shape 
but improving. 

In addition to the economy, Gallup also 
asked Americans about their personal finances. 
The new survey shows the public’s financial con¬ 
fidence maintaining the holding pattern it has 
been in for the past two years and registering at 
positive levels that would make any political in¬ 
cumbent smile. A majority (53%) say they are fi¬ 
nancially better off today than a year ago, and 
two-thirds (67%) say they expect to be better oft 
next year than they are today. By contrast, the 
iow mark on this measure (which Gallup has 
tracked since 1976) was recorded in January 
1991. At that time, only 27% said they were bet¬ 
ter off now than the year before (while 39% said 
they were worse off), and only 41% expected 
their finances to improve over the next year 

The poll finds that Americans' economic 
confidence occurs rather uniformly throughout 
society, with one major exception. Those living 
in rural areas are much less likely to teel positive 
about the economy today than those living in 
cities or suburban areas. They are less likely to 
describe economic conditions as excellent or 
£°od, and also more likely to believe the econ¬ 


omy is getting worse. Taking the current evalua¬ 
tion and future expectations together, only 36% 
ol rural people can be described as feeling posi¬ 
tive about the economy, compared to 50% of 
suburbanites and 53% of urban residents. Inter¬ 
estingly, this community-size distinction was not 
evident earlier this year. 


MAY 26 

MEMORIAL DAY 


Interview Dales: 5/23-24/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey /ICO 130699 

As you may know, this coining Monday is 
Memorial Day Would you happen to know 
why we celebrate Memorial Day? 

Remembering, honoring veterans ....40% 

Honoring war dead .28 

Honoring all dead .6 

Remembering past wars..... .2 

Remembering WWII veterans.1 

Day of remembrance.1 

Remembering Civil War.1 

Remembering war heroes . .. I 

Remembering WWI veterans .1 

Other .2 

No opinion. 17 

Here's a list of some things that some people 
will be doing on Memorial Daw this 
Monday. For each one please tell me if that 
is something that you and your family will 
be doing on Monday, or not: 

Going fo a Memorial Day parade 1 


Yes. 

No . 

No opinion ... 



Going to a veteran s 


cemetery or grave ? 


Yes. 

No . 

No opinion 


30% 

63 
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Going to the beach ? 


Yes.9% 

No ....89 

No opinion.,.... .2 

Going somewhere else as a vacation day? 


Ypk 



No opinion . 


Working ' 7 


21 % 



veteran's cemetery or grave Monday, and j Ust 
21% expect to attend a Memorial Day parade. The 
most frequently mentioned activity for the holiday 
is “just staying around the house,” a passive f 0rm 
of celebration that will be engaged in by 68% 0 f 
respondents. The second most common activity 
will be attending a picnic or barbecue, named by 
55%. Twenty-one percent will be “going some¬ 
where else as a vacation day," and 9% will g0 to 
the beach. Fourteen percent will try to take advan¬ 
tage of Memorial Day sales and do some shop¬ 
ping, but almost one-quarter (24%) indicate that 
they will be working on Monday. May 29. 


Yes. 

No . 

No opinion. 



Just staying around the house? 


MAY 30 

THE GENDER GAP: GORE VS. BUSH 


Yes 

Jfa. m,l i w m U # « 

No . 

No opinion 


» * 


■ N # ■. « t * m I 


♦'■*** 4 ^ ■ • t 



. 68 % 

.30 

7 


Interview Dates: 5/23-24/00 
CNN/tAS/l Totfay/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130699 


Going shopping to take advantage of 
Memorial Day sales? 


Yes. 

No . 

No opinion . . 


14% 



Attending a picnic or barbecue? 



No opinion_ 



Analy sts. Do Americans know why we celebrate 
Memorial Day? Yes, they do, according to the 
most recent Gallup Poll. When the public is 
asked directly to explain in its own words why 
the holiday is celebrated, two-thirds get it right- 
mentioning those who died in war or honoring 
veterans—while only 17% give no response. The 
remaining 15% mention a war or wars, “remem¬ 
bering” in general, or “honoring all dead.” 

Although most people know the reason for 
Memorial Day, only three in ten plan to visit a 


Analysis: Political polls over the past several 
months have documented that there is a signifi¬ 
cant gender gap in the 2000 presidential race, 
with men giving much greater support than 
women to Texas Governor George W Bush, and 
women giving much greater support than men to 
Vice President A1 Gore. Some political observers 
have characterized this gap as a “woman prob¬ 
lem” for Bush, or as a “man problem” for Gore, 
suggesting that the individual appeal of either 
Gore or Bush is a cause of the gender gap Bui an 
analysis of nine Gallup Polls over the past several 
months suggests that the gender gap is directly 
related to the different choices that men and 
women make about which party better represents 
their interests, and that this choice of party, rather 
than the personal appeal of the candidates, is u 
major reason for the gender gap. 

A new Gallup Poll, conducted May 23-24. 
confirms the ostensible gender gap: 56% of male 
likely voters support Bush, compared with only 
43% of female likely voters—a 13-poini dif¬ 
ference. Similarly, 48% of women support Gore, 
compared with only 36% of men—a 1 2 -poin [ 
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difference. This 12- to 13-poinl gender gap in 
support for each candidate is only a bit higher 
than the average 11-point gap found in nine 
Gallup Polls from February through May. 

The current poll also shows that Bush con¬ 
tinues to enjoy a single-digit lead over Gore 
among likely voters, by a margin of 49% to 
42%—essentially unchanged from last month's 
reading and within a narrow range that has char¬ 
acterized Gallup Poll findings over the past four 
months. Bush's advantage from February through 
May has ranged from a high of 9 points to a low 
of just 1 point, with an average of 6 points. 

Gallup Polls over the past four months show 
that men and women differ considerably in thetr 
party affiliation. Among likely voters, 54% of 
men identify as Republicans or as independents 
who “lean” to the Republican Party, compared 
with only 42% of women—a difference of 12 
points. Similarly, 51% of women say they are 
Democrats or that they “lean” to the Democratic 
Party, compared with only 38% of men—a differ¬ 
ence of 13 points. Just 8% of men and 7% of 
women consider themselves independents who 
do not “lean” to either the Republican or 
Democratic Party. 

Once identified with one party or the other, 
men and women show equal party loyalty. 
Republican men support Bush over Gore by 90% 
to 7%, while Republican women give virtually 
the same level of support to Bush, at 88% to 8%. 
Similarly, Democratic women support Gore over 
Bush by 85% to 10%, virtually identical to the 
85% to 11% margin of support that Democratic 
men give to Gore. 

Non-leaning independents represent about 
12% of likely voters, and among these voters 
there is a noticeable gender gap, but not the tradi¬ 
tional gap noted by political observers. 
Independent women give less support than men 
to both candidates, as they are more likely than 
men to say they are still undecided. Over the past 
four months, an average of 31 % of men who are 
independents say they are undecided, compared 
with 47% of women. Among these non-leaning 
independents, men support Bush over Gore by 
40% to 29%, while women support Bush over 
Gore by 29% to 23%. 


MAY 31 

GAS PRICE INCREASES 

Interview Dates 5/23-24/00 
CNN/C/5/t 7ic«foiy/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130699 


Do you think the current rise in gas prices 
represents a temporary fluctuation in prices, 
or a more permanent change in prices 9 



2000 

2000 


May 

Mar 


23-24 

10-12 

Temporary. 

..45% 

63% 

More permanent ... . 

.. .50 

34 

No opinion ........ 

.5 

3 


Looking ahead to one month from now, do 
you think gas prices at that time will be 
higher than they are today, about the same, 
or lower than they are today? 



2000 

2000 


May 

Mar 


23-24 

10-12 

Higher ... 

. 51 % 

74% 

About the same . 

. 33 

16 

Lower .. 

. 14 

9 

No opinion .. 

2 

1 

Looking ahead to six months from 

wnt\ do 

you think gas prices at that time 

will be 

higher than they are 

today, about the same, 

or lower than they ai 

~e today 9 



2000 

2000 


May 

Mar 


23-24 

10-12 

Higher . 

. 24% 

37% 

About the same . 

. .25 

26 

Lower .. . 

.49 

34 

No opinion.- - - 


3 

Have recent price 

increases in g 

asoline 

caused any financial hardship for 

* Vi?ii or 

your household 9 




2000 

2000 


May 

Mar 


23-24 

10-12 

Yes. caused hardship . . 

. 36% 

4I%» 

No, not hardship. 

.64 

59 
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Will the price of gas cause you to drive less 
than you might have otherwise this summer, 
or not? 


Yes.41% 

No ...57 

No opinion...2 


Analysis: Gas prices are now averaging more lhan 
$1,50 per gallon nationwide, one of the highest 
price levels in U.S. history. In March a Gallup Poll 
showed that the public viewed higher gas prices as 
a more fleeting phenomenon—63% said that the 
rise in prices represented only a temporary fluctua¬ 
tion, while 34% said that they were permanent. In 
a new Gallup Poll conducted on May 23-24, the 
public is apparently becoming resigned to the high 
prices. Only 45% now say that the price increase is 
temporary, while 50% say it is permanent. 

The March poll also asked Americans to 
look ahead in an effort to gauge how long they 
thought the price increases would continue. 
Seventy-four percent thought that the prices 
would be higher one month in the future, and 
37% said that the prices would be higher six 
months in the future 

Despite the fact that the public is more likely 
to think that the price increases are permanent, 
Americans currently are a little more optimistic 
when they ponder the point at which the increases 
will level off. Fifty-one percent say that prices will 
be still higher in one month, and just 24% say that 
prices will be higher six months from now. All of 
this suggests that the public anticipates—or 
hopes—that the increases are leveling off, but also 
that the public has become more pessimistic about 
the chances that the price hikes are temporary and 
will go back down. 

A fairly consistent four out of ten say that the 
price increases have caused financial hardship in 
their homes—about 40% in February (when home 
fuel oil and diesel fuel were also included in the 
question wording), and 41% in March. Now, 36% 
say that the prices have caused hardship. Those 
most likely to have felt the pinch, not surprisingly, 
include those with the lowest incomes. 

The impact oi higher prices on summer vaca¬ 
tion travel appears to be greatest for low-income 


people. Forty-one percent say that they will driv e 
less than they otherwise might have this summer be¬ 
cause of the rise in the price in gas, while the resi 
say that it will not have an effect. But, among those 
with die lowest incomes, less than $20,000 per year 
55% will drive less this summer as a result of the 
higher gas prices. Perhaps because they drive less or 
have smaller distances to travel, residents in the Hast 
are the least likely to say that their summer driving 
habits will be affected by the price increases. 


JUNE1 

DNA TESTING 

Interview Dates: 3/17-19/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130219 


Now much have you heard about the use of 
DNA evidence in criminal trials—a great 
deal, a moderate amount, only a little , or 
nothing at all? 

Great deal...41% 

Moderate amount .40 

Only a little .,... .... _16 

Nothing at all. .......... .3 

From what you have read or heard, do you 
think that DNA evidence is completely reli¬ 
able, very reliable, only somewhat reliable, 
or not reliable at all? 


Completely reliable 
Very reliable .... 
Somewhat reliable 
Not reliable at all . 
No opinion. 


20 % 

57 

20 

.1 


Compared with fingerprint evidence, do you 
think DNA evidence is more reliable, about 
as reliable, or less reliable? 

More reliable...50% 

About as reliable .. 41 

Less reliable.... ' 

No opinion..... 
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As you may know, DNA tests have only been 
recognized as evidence in the past few years. 
Do you think that prisoners who were com 
victed before DNA tests were ever conducted 
should, or should not, be allowed to get 
DNA tests now if such tests might show they 
were innocent? 

Should be allowed. 92 % 

Should not be allowed.6 

No opinion. 2 

Analysis: Criminal cases such as the Ricky Nolen 
McGinn case in Texas have made DNA testing a 
common news item in recent years. A Gallup Poll 
conducted on March 17-19 finds that 41% of 
Americans have heard a great deal about the use of 
DNA evidence in criminal trials, while another 
40% have heard a moderate amount. While it is not 
feasible to reopen all criminal cases to allow for 
DNA testing, the new poll finds that 92% say that 
those convicted before the technology was avail¬ 
able should be given the opportunity to submit to 
DNA tests now. However, it should be noted that 
this option likely exists in only a minority of cases, 
because DNA samples would have had to have 
been collected at the crime scene and preserved in 
such a state as to allow for testing today. 

Respondents tend to believe that DNA test¬ 
ing is a technology that works, but they do not 
seem convinced that it is infallible. Twenty per¬ 
cent say that DNA evidence is completely reli¬ 
able, while another 57% view it as very reliable. 
Only one in five (20%), however, calls it some¬ 
what reliable, and just 1 % say it is not reliable at 
all. Additionally, 91% say that DNA testing is 
more reliable than, or as reliable as, fingerprint 
evidence. Skepticism appears to be highest 
among racial minorities, as only 58% of non¬ 
whites believe that DNA testing is completely or 
very reliable, compared to 8 i % of whites. 

JUNE 1 

IMAGES OF BUSH AND GORE 

Interview Dates: 5/23-24/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey HGO 130218 


Just off the top of your head, what is the first 
thing that conies to mind when you think 
about Texas Governor George W. Bush? 


Father was president ... . . 15 % 

Positive; like him; would make a 

good president.... 11 

Negative; don't like him; wouldn’t 

want him as president ..II 

Trustworthy; honest; integrity. 7 

Untrustworthy; dishonest. .3 

Conservative . 3 

Republican.. .3 

Unqualified; not knowledgeable enough ... .2 

Inexperienced. 2 

Money; wealthy. 2 

Qualified; competent .. 2 

Good values; ethics; family man; values. 1 

Corrupt; crooked.. 1 

Anti-gun control . 1 

Riding his father’s coattails; going 

on family name.I 

Drugs; used drugs . I 

Texas; governor of Texas .1 

Capital punishment .1 

Taxes; tax cut. ,4 

Arrogant. 1 

Weak; indecisive; wishy-washy . " 

Aggressive; ambitious. * 

Agree with his views. * 


Don’t know enough about him ..1 


Other .... .14 

Nothing ..... .8 


bio opinion ........7 

*Less than 1 % 

Just off the top of your head, what is the first 
thing that comes to mind when you think 
about Vice President Al Gore ‘ y 

Positive; like him; would make a 

good president.-.11% 

Bill Clinton; associate him with the 

president ..* I 

Negative; don’t like him; wouldn’t 

want him as president. .10 

Untrustworthy; dishonest..6 
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Environment; environmental issues ..4 

Vice president ..* * -4 

Trustworthy; honest; integrity ..3 

Boring; dull; stiff... ■ -3 

Experienced.2 

Democrat ...... . - 

Weak; indecisive; wishy-washy .2 

Corrupt; crooked. 2 


Good values; ethics; family man; values 
Ciinton-Lewinsky scandal; didn’t 


do enough about the scandal. .1 

Unqualified ..1 

Pro-gun control .1 

Liberal .... . I 

Tipper; wife ... - .1 

Tennessee.1 

Education; education issues. 1 

Well-educated; intelligent. 1 

Quiet . i 

Hasn’t done much .I 

Other ...............................11 

Nothing .11 

No opinion ...6 


Analysis: The most recent Gallup Poll asked the 
following question: “Just off the top of your head, 
what is the first thing that comes to mind when 
you think about Texas Governor George W. Bush 
or Vice President A1 Gore?” The results suggest 
that these two candidates are fairly well known to 
Americans. More than eight in ten respondents 
were able to name some trait, characteristic, or 
fact associated with both men in response to this 
question, Only 16% could say nothing about 
Bush, and only 17% could say nothing about 
Gore. 

There is little evidence of the negative stereo¬ 
typing of the two candidates that has become the 
staple of late-night talk show hosts and comedians, 
In die case of Bush, only 2% of top-of-mind im¬ 
pressions are specifically that he is unqualified or 
not knowledgeable; another 2% mention that he is 
inexperienced. In the case of Gore, just 3% say 
that their top-of-mind impression relates to his 
being boring, stiff, or dull. 

One interesting finding from the poll is the 
degree to which each candidate is associated wiih 
another person, but in significantly different 


ways. Fifteen percent say that the first thing that 
comes to mind when they think about George W 
Bush is the fact that he is the son of former presi¬ 
dent George H. W. Bush, making this the largest 
category of association for the younger Bush. 

Like Bush, A1 Gore is the son of a politician- 
in Gore’s case, a U.S. Senator from Tennessee 
Unlike Bush, however, almost no Americans asso¬ 
ciate Gore with his father. Instead, 11% say that the 
first thing they think of when they hear the name Al 
Gore is “Bill Clinton,” whom Gore has served lor 
eight years as vice president. 

Trust appears to be another pivotal point on 
which respondents judge the two candidates tins 
year, and one on which Bush fares somewhat bet¬ 
ter than Gore. Three percent say that their first as¬ 
sociation with Gore is that tiu is trustworthy and 
honest; on the other hand, another 6% say that 
Gore is untrustworthy and dishonest. For Bush. 
7% say that he is trustworthy and honest, while 
3% say that he is untrustworthy and dishonest. 


JUNE 2 

PRESIDENT CLINTON/FOREIGN AND 
MILITARY POLICY 


Interview Dates: 5/18-21/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survej if GO 130218 


Do you approve or disapprove of (he ii'fiv 
Bill Clinton is handling: 

The economy? 





Dis¬ 



Approve 

approve 

2000 

May 18-21 .. 

.. .65% 

30% 

1999 

Jun 4—5 

. . .74 

20 

1999 

Apr 26-27 .. 

...72 

22 

1999 

Apr 6-7 

„. .73 

18 

1999 

Mar 30-31 .. 

.. .78 

16 

1999 

Mar 19-21 .. 

. ..80 

12 

1999 

Jan 15-17 ... 

.. .81 

15 

1998 

Jul 7-8. 

.. .71 

24 

1998 

Jun 22-23 .. 

.. .69 

24 

1998 

Jun 5-7 

...71 

22 

1998 

Apr 17-19 .. 

...73 

20 

1998 

Jan 25-26 ... 

...69 

25 


No 

opinion 

5% 

6 

6 

9 

6 

8 

4 

5 
7 
7 
7 

6 
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1998 Jan 24-25 .70 

25 

5 

1996 Nov 21-24 54 

39 

7 

1998 Jan 23-24 .73 

22 

5 

1996 Oct 2-3 ...... .53 

38 

9 

1997 Nov 21-23.64 

28 

8 

1996 Oct 1-2 ..54 

36 

10 

1997 May 6-7.59 

33 

8 

1996 Aug 23-25 .53 

40 

7 

1997 Mar 24-26 .57 

35 

8 

1996 Jun 27-30 .52 

38 

10 

1997 Feb 24—26 .56 

36 

8 

1996 Mar 15-17 .... ,49 

45 

6 

1996 Nov 21-24.53 

36 

11 

1996 Jan 12-15 ..... .48 

46 

6 

1996 Oct 2-3 .57 

36 

7 

1995 Dec 15-18 _46 

48 

6 

1996 Oct 1-2 .58 

35 

7 

1995 Oct 19-22 .43 

44 

13 

1996 Aug 23-25 ... .54 

40 

6 

1995 Jul 20-23 _37 

54 

9 

1996 Jun 27-30 .49 

44 

7 

1995 Jul 7-9.44 

44 

12 

1996 Mar 15-17.46 

49 

5 

1995 Jun 5-6 .40 

51 

9 

1996 Jan 12-15.44 

52 

4 

1995 Feb 3-5 .44 

45 

11 

1995 Dec 15-18 _47 

45 

8 

1995 Jan 16-18......44 

49 

7 

1995 Oct 19-22 .44 

49 

7 

1994 Dec 2-5.44 

46 

10 

1995 Jul 20-23 .47 

46 

7 

1994 Nov 2-6 ...... 49 

44 

7 

1995 Jul 7-9.41 

52 

7 

] 994 Oct 22-25 .46 

48 

6 

1995 Jun 5-6 .42 

49 

9 

1994 Oct 18-19 .... ,44 

50 

6 

1995 Feb 3-5 .46 

49 

5 

1994 Sep 23-25 _40 

55 

5 

1995 Jan 16-18.47 

48 

5 




1994 Dec 2-5.43 

50 

7 

Do you think leaders of other countries 

1994 Nov 2-6.43 

51 

6 

around the world have 

respect for Bill 

1994 Oct 22-25 .42 

53 

5 

Clinton, or do you think they don 't have 

1994Oct 18-19 .. ..38 

57 

5 

much respect for him 9 



1994 Sep 23-25 ..40 

55 

5 







Respect him... 


.. .44% 

Foreign affairs 9 



Not much respect for him ,, , 


. . .51 




No opinion . 


_5 


Dis - 

No 




Approve 

approve 

opinion 

On the whole, would von 

say that 

you are 

2000 May 18-21.51% 

40% 

9% 

satisfied or dissatisfied in 

th the posit ion of 

1999 Jun 4-5 . 55 

40 

5 

the United States in the world today ? 


1999 Apr 26-27 _ 50 

43 

7 




1999 Apr 6-7 . 55 

38 

7 

Satisfied .. . ... . 

4 

. .65% 

1999 Mar 30-31.54 

40 

6 

Dissatisfied . 

H ■ Ip ;■! ■ H1 V 

. .33 

1999 Mar 19-21.60 

30 

10 

No opinion. .. 

■ m • m. a. . * 


1999 Jan 15-17 . 64 

32 

4 




1998 Jul 7-8 . 56 

34 

10 

Do you think (hat the United States 

is man- 

1998 Jun 22-23 . 53 

36 

11 

her one m the world militarily , or that it is 

1998 Jun 5-7 . 57 

36 

7 

only one of several leading military powers? 

1998 Apr 17-19 . 63 

31 

6 




1998 Jan 25-26 . 62 

29 

9 

Number one .. . 

■ ip i * it h r 4 

. .56% 

1998 Jan 24-25 . 58 

32 

10 

One of several . . 

jUiviiHI* 

. .41 

1998 Jan 23-24 . 57 

34 

9 

No opinion . ... 

. 

_3 

1997 Nov 21-23.55 

35 

10 




1997 May 6-7.50 

38 

12 

Do von fell that it's important for the 

United 

‘997 Mar 24-26 .51 

35 

14 

States to be number one in 

the world nulitar- 

1997 Feb 24-26 .46 

34 

20 

i/y, or that being nuntbe, 

r one is n 

ot tiiat 
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important as long as the United States is 
among the leading military powers? 

Important. ......70% 


Not that important .. .29 

No opinion ..1 


Do you think that the United Slates is number 
one in the world economically, or that it is 
only one of several leading economic powers? 


Number one. .39% 

One of several .60 

No opinion..1 


Interview Dates: 3/23-24/00 
CNN/US4 TodayfGMup Poll 
Survey #GO 130699 

Recently there has been some discussion 
about the possibility of the United States 
building a defense system against nuclear 
missiles. Do you think the government 
should, or should not, spend the money that 
would be itecessaiy to build such a system? 


Yes, should ...55% 

No, should not. . .38 

No opinion.7 


Some people feel the United States should 
try to develop a ground- and space-based 
missile defense system to protect the United 
States from missile attack. Others oppose 
such an effort because they say it would be 
too costly and might interfere with existing 
arms treaties with the Russians. Which posi¬ 
tion comes closer to your view? 


Should develop system .48% 

Oppose system ...42 

No opinion. ... .10 


Analysis: President Clinton is currently embark¬ 
ing on what many expect to be his last official 
trip to Europe. After he meets with leaders of 
European nations and Israeli Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak, he concludes his trip in Russia and 


Ukraine, where he will conduct much-anticipated 
talks with Russian President Vladimir Putin, 

A positive reaction from the American pub¬ 
lic for these efforts could help boost what has 
been one of the president's weaker areas in the 
public's eyes. Currently, Clinton receives rela¬ 
tively modest ratings for his handling of foreign 
policy. Only a bare majority (51%) in a Gallup 
Poll conducted May 18-21 approves of the way 
Clinton is handling foreign affairs, while 40% 
disapprove. This number is much lower than the 
approval rating he receives for his handiing of the 
economy (65%) and lower than his overall job 
approval rating of 57%. The president’s foreign 
policy rating is slightly lower than it was a year 
ago, when 55% indicated their approval. 

The poll also shows that many respondents 
believe that the president is not well respected by 
other world leaders. A slight majority (51%) 
thinks that leaders of other countries “don’t have 
much respect” for Bill Clinton, compared to 44% 
who believe that other leaders do respect him, 
This number has not changed substantially since 
1994, when Americans were last asked the same 
question. Not surprisingly. Republicans are much 
more likely to think that other world leaders do 
not respect the president (72%) than are indepen¬ 
dents (52%) or Democrats (32%). 

Despite the president’s modest foreign pol¬ 
icy ratings, the poll does show that Americans 
have some positive views about the country’s 
place in the world. Sixty-five percent are satisfied 
with the position of the United States in the world 
today, while only 33% are dissatisfied. Fifty-six 
percent believe the United States to be the num¬ 
ber one military power, while 41% see it as one 
of several leading powers. However, they do not 
consider the United States to be the top economic 
power in the world. Only 39% say that it is the 
leading economic power, while 60% characterize 
it as one of several leading powers. 

One of the major topics of conversations with 
Russian President Putin and the other European 
leaders is a proposed missile defense system t° r 
the United States. President Clinton is attempting 
to win their support for this initiative, but man) 
have voiced strong reservations about how such a 
system would affect the current balance of p oVkt-r 
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in the world. Generally, Americans support some 
type of missile defense system. In a Gallup Poll 
conducted May 23-24, 55% say the United Stales 
should spend the money to develop a missile de¬ 
fense system, while 38% say the government 
should not do so. Support for a missile defense 
system drops to 48% (with 42% opposition) when 
Americans are told that such a system may violate 
existing arms treaties with Russia. Regardless of 
how the question is posed. Republicans and con¬ 
servatives are much more likely to favor a missile 
defense system than are Democrats and liberals. 

JUNE 6 

FOREIGN NATIONS/NUCLEAR WAR 

Interview Dates: 3/17—19/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130219 

I would like your overall opinion of some 
foreign countries. Is your overall opinion 
very favorable, mostly favorable, mostly un¬ 
favorable, or very unfavorable of: 

Taiwan ? 

Very favorable..,. , 10 % 

Mostly favorable ..... ...37 

Mostly unfavorable ..27 

Very unfavorable. 10 

No opinion...16 

China ? 

Very favorable. 6 % 

Mostly favorable...29 

Mostly unfavorable ...40 

Very unfavorable.16 

No opinion ..9 

Russia? 

Very favorable....5% 

Mostly favorable.... -35 

Mostly unfavorable....39 

Very unfavorable... 12 

No opinion..9 

India? 

Very favorable.7% 


Mostly favorable ... 40 

Mostly unfavorable. .30 

Very unfavorable. g 

No opinion. .15 

Pakistan ? 

Very favorable.. 2 % 

Mostly favorable. 19 

Mostly unfavorable.. 39 

Very unfavorable. ,20 

No opinion...20 

Israel? 

Very favorable. 16% 


Mostly favorable. 46 

Mostly unfavorable. 20 

Very unfavorable. 8 

No opinion..10 


For each of the following countries, please 
say whether you consider it an ally of the 
United States, friendly but not an ally, un¬ 
friendly but not an enemy, or an enemy of 
the United States. 


Brazil ? 



Friendly, not ally.. .59 

Unfriendly, not enemy.. ,4 


Friendly, not ally.. .59 

Unfriendly, not enemy.. ,4 

Enemy ....• -. 1 


No opinion.-..12 

Canada? 

Ally .65% 

Friendly, not ally. 31 

Unfriendly, not enemy. 1 

Enemy . * 

m 

No opinion.-.-.2 

China? 

Ally ...*. 

Friendly, not ally . 41 

Unfriendly, not enemy 30 

Enemy ... . .L 

No opinion.. * • *.. .6 
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Colombia? 

AJJy . 

Friendly, not ally. 

Unfriendly, not enemy . 

Enemy . 

No opinion. 

Cuba? 

Ally . 

Friendly, not ally. 

Unfriendly, not enemy , 

Enemy . 

No opinion. 

Egypt? 

Ally . 

Friendly, not ally. 

Unfriendly, not enemy . 

Enemy ..... 

No opinion.. 

France? 

Ally . 

Friendly, not ally. 

Unfriendly, not enemy . 

Enemy . 

No opinion. 

Germany? 

Ally . 

Friendly, not ally ..... 
Unfriendly, not enemy . 

Enemy . 

No opinion. 

Great Britain? 

Ally ... 

Friendly, not ally. 

Unfriendly, not enemy . 

Enemy. 

No opinion. 

Greece? 

Ally ... 

Friendly, not ally. 



.9 

11 


... .5% 
...12 
.. .42 
...36 
... .5 


. . 21 % 
. .55 
..10 
4 

■4 * m T 

..10 


50% 

40 

.4 

,1 

.5 


44% 

44 

.5 

.3 

.4 


.65% 
.27 
. .2 
. .1 
. .5 


.27% 

.55 


Unfriendly, not enemy 
Enemy ....... 

No opinion .... 

India ? 

Ally .. 

Friendly, not ally 
Unfriendly, not enemy 

Enemy. 

No opinion ...... 

Iran? 

Ally . 

Friendly, not ally . 
Unfriendly, not enemy 

Enemy.. 

No opinion. 

Iraq? 

Ally ... 

Friendly, not ally_ 

Unfriendly, not enemy 

Enemy . 

No opinion .... 

Israel? 

Ally . 

Friendly, not ally 
Unfriendly, not enemy 

Enemy.. 

No opinion. 

Italy? 

Ally . 

Friendly, not ally . 
Unfriendly, not enemy 

Enemy . 

No opinion .... 

Japan? 

Ally . 

Friendly, not ally 
Unfriendly, not enemy 

Enemy . 

No opinion. 
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Jordan? 

Ally . 

Friendly, not ally. 

Unfriendly, not enemy 

Enemy .. • • • • 

opinion 

Mexico ? 

Ally . 

Friendly, not ally. 

Unfriendly, not enemy 

Enemy..... 

No opinion. 

North Korea? 

Ally ... 

Friendly, not ally. 

Unfriendly, not enemy .... 

Enemy .... 

No opinion.. 

Pakistan ? 

Ally .. 

Friendly, not ally. 

Unfriendly, not enemy ..., 

Enemy... 

No opinion. 


Unfriendly, not enemy . 



Enemy . . 

-.. P 


No opinion ., . 


... .14 




Syria? 


... .15 

Ally . 



Friendly, not ally . . . 



Unfriendly, not enemy . 


1 V& 

Enemy ... 


... .55 
. 6 

No opinion . 

..23 

.3 

Taiwan? 



Ally . 



Friendly, not ally . 

*»«**. p mB p, , , , <55 


Unfriendly, not enemy .. 

9 

6% 

Enemy . 

. l 

... .26 

* 

No opinion . 

.. .... .10 


35 

24 Vietnam ? 


’ Ally ... 9 % 

Friendly, not ally...40 

Unfriendly, not enemy. 33 

.. 6 % Enemy ..10 

30 No opinion... 8 

.39 

.11 

.14 


The Palestinian Authority? 

Ally .. 6 % 

Friendly, not ally. 28 

Unfriendly, not enemy ..32 

Enemy ..18 

No opinion. 16 


Interview Dates: 5/1S-21/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130218 

Which, if any, of the fallowing people do you 
happen to know the name of: 


Russia? 

Ally . 12 % 

Friendly, not ally.49 

Unfriendly, not enemy .22 

En emy..11 

No opinion. 6 

Saudi Arabia ? 

.19% 

Friendly, not ally.. 37 


The current Russian president? 

Vladimir Putin (correct). 

Other . 

No opinion. 

The U.S secretary of state? 

Madeline Albright (correct)....... 

Other ... 

No opinion . 


. IS % 
. .8 
.74 


. .33% 
. . .3 
. .64 


TWO THOUSAND 


MS 

































































































































The leader of Cuba ? 

Fidel Castro (correct) 

Other . 

No opinion. 

*Less than I % 



Fairly unlikely 
Very unlikely . 
No opinion ... 



That other countries will use nuclear weapons 
against each other within the next ten years 9 


The prime minister of England? 


Tony Blair (correct).22% 

Other ..5 

No opinion.73 


Very likely 
Fairly likely .., 
Fairly unlikely . 
Very unlikely ., 
No opinion ,... 


► Hr * • ■ , . 

•*■•*■*■*$.** 4 jp . 



14 

.3 


The prime minister of Canada? 


Jean Chretien (correct).. .2% 

Other. 7 

No opinion ..96 


For each of the following possibilities, 
please tell me whether you think it is very 

m r 

likely, fairly likely, fairly unlikely, or very 
unlikely to happen: 

That we will get into a nuclear war within 
the next ten years? 


Very likely .......... 

Fairly likely. 

Fairly unlikely ... 

Very unlikely. 

No opinion.. 


8 % 



That the United Slates will be attacked by 
another country using nuclear weapons 
within the next ten years 9 


Very likely... 

Fairly likely. 

Fairly unlikely... 

Very unlikely. 

No opinion. 




77io/ terrorists will explode a nuclear bomb 
in the United States within the next ten years? 


Very likely. 

Fairly likely. 



Analysis: Gallup surveys show that the American 
public now is more likely to view Russia as an 
ally or as a friend of the United States than as un¬ 
friendly or as an enemy, even though, as a 
Russian interviewer pointed out to President Bill 
Clinton on his recent trip to Moscow, less than a 
majority of Americans have a favorable view of 
the country. A Russian radio interviewer con¬ 
fronted Clinton on June 3 with the results of a 
March Gallup Poll, which showed that only 40% 
of the American public had a favorable opinion 
of Russia, with a slight majority (51%) saying 
that they had an unfavorable opinion. The inter¬ 
viewer asked Clinton why Americans tended to 
be so negative toward Russia. According to tran¬ 
scripts of the broadcast, Clinton replied, “I think if 
you ask the American people another question— 
would you like to see a good American relation¬ 
ship with a strong, prosperous, democratic 
Russia—they would say yes.” 

While Gallup has not asked the specific 
question suggested by the president, a recent poll 
did ask Americans if they considered Russia to be 
an ally, a friendly nation, an unfriendly nation, or 
an enemy of the United States. The results should 
be more encouraging to both Clinton and the 
Russians than the ones quoted by the radio inter¬ 
viewer. Sixty-one percent are willing to say that 
the relationship between the United States and 
Russia is on the positive side, with 12% saying 
that Russia is an ally and another 49% saying that 
it is friendly to the United States. Only l\%< in 
fact, say that Russia is an enemy of the United 
States, while another 22% say it is unfriendly. 
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From a comparative perspective, the poll re¬ 
sults show that the public is now more positive 
about Russia than it is about China (51% say that 
China is a friend or ally), or such countries as 
Cuba (only 17% say it is a friendly nation), or 
Iran or Iraq (17% and 10%, respectively, say 
friends). On the other hand, as might be imag¬ 
ined, Russia has a way to go before it reaches the 
“friendship” level of such countries as Britain. 
France, Canada, or Germany, which are consid¬ 
ered to be friends of the United States by almost 
all Americans. 

Furthermore, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin is not yet a major factor in the American 
public’s consciousness. Only 18% can come up 
with “Putin” when they are asked to name the 
president of Russia (the poll was conducted on 
May 18-21, shortly before Clinton's recent trip). 
However, only 22% can name the prime minister 
of England (Tony Blair), and only 2% know the 
name of the prime minister of America’s northern 
neighbor, Canada (Jean Chretien). 

One of the major purposes of President 
Clinton’s trip was to discuss a proposed missile 
defense system, designed to protect the United 
States from nuclear missile attacks. Although 
Clinton and Putin agreed that there is a "danger¬ 
ous and growing threat” of nuclear attack from 
rogue nations around the world, there was no 
agreement reached on Russia’s willingness to 
change existing treaty agreements in order to 
make such a system possible. Even though the 
Cold War is over, concern over a possible nuclear 
war is still very real for about one out of tour 
Americans. Eight percent say that it is very likely 
that "we will get into a nuclear war within the 
next ten years,” while another 20% say it is fairly 
likely. These numbers are actually higher than in 
1990, just as the Cold War was coming to an end, 
but lower than the 48% in 1982 who said that a 
nuclear war was likely within the next ten years 

JUNE 7 

“I LOVE YOU” COMPUTER VIRUS 

Interview Dates: 5/19-25/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130675 


Had you heard of the ! Love You virus be¬ 
fore you received this message? 


Yes 

No 





• * f 4 



Did you personally receive any e-mail mes¬ 
sages with the 1 Love You virus in it, or with a 
derivative or offshoot of the I Love You virus? 


Yes 

No 




Asked of those who work for a company or 
business: Overall, what has been the impact 
of the / Love You virus on the company or 
business where you work? 


Major negative impact __ 

Minor negative impact. 

No impact . 


,.. .7% 

.. .40 
.. .53 


Do you currently use any antivirus software, 
either permanently on your machine or from 
a software company, that allows you to 
download the software on your computer? 

Yes, use antivirus software ....84% 

No, do not use ...16 


Do von subscribe to any antivirus program 
that provides you with periodic updates of 
its software 


Yes . 



No 



Asked of those who subscribe to an antivirus 
program: Did you receive any notice from 
your antivirus vendor about the / Love You 
virus? 


Yes 

No 



Has the incident of the l Love You virus caused 
you to change your behavior in any way 9 


Yes 

No 


. 40% 
. .60 


TWO THOUSAND 
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Asked of those who say the I Love You virus 
caused a change in behavior: Please click the 
ways in which your behavior has changed: * 

Changed settings on e-mail software 
to limit automatic opening of e-mail 

messages. .25% 

Stopped sending some types of 
mailings to your friends and 

associates. 22 

More careful about opening 
attachments from e-mails that 

you receive ,.. 94 

Changed any of your Microsoft 
software to similar software 

from another vendor..,. 2 

Installed antivirus software 


on your computer . 5 

Subscribed to an antivirus 
software service that provides automatic 

updates . 4 

Did something else . .11 


Total adds to more than 100 % due to multiple 
replies. 

In the future, do you think the problem of 
e-mail viruses will get somewhat worse, 
much worse . stay about the same, get some¬ 
what better, or get much better? 


Somewhat worse..41% 

Much worse. 33 

Stay about the same... .22 

Somewhat better . 7 

Much better. * 

No answer ... 1 

*Less than 1 % 


Analysis: Propelled by the convenience of e- 
mail and the power of flattery, the “I Love You” 
computer virus spread through Asia and Europe 
and into the in-boxes of thousands of American 
e-mail users. A new Gallup survey of e-mail 
users, polled on-line, addresses many issues sur¬ 
rounding this virus specifically and computer 
viruses in general. The poS] shows that most 
e-mail users were very aware of the I Love You 


virus, that about one in five were victimized h v 
it, but that less than 10 % of e-mail users who arc 
employed say that it caused a major inconve¬ 
nience at their place of work. Most e-mail users 
are now being more careful about opening at¬ 
tachments, but very few are switching their 

e-mail software or buying new antivirus protec¬ 
tion software. 

Almost all American e-mail users include.! 
in die sample were familiar with the I Love You 

virus at the time of the May 19—25 survey_98% 

had heard of the virus prior to the survey. Despile 
their widespread familiarity with the virus, only a 
little less than one-fifth of e-mail users (18%) 
claim to have received the virus, or one of its de¬ 
rivatives, in their own mailbox. While these fig¬ 
ures extrapolate to millions of e-mail users, they 
also point to the fact that the vast majority (82%) 
of e-mail users in this country were not directly 
affected by the vims. 

There are reports that the I Love You virus 
was specifically targeted toward users of Micro¬ 
soft’s Outlook e-mail software. Forty-three per¬ 
cent of the respondents to this poll use Microsoft 
Outlook, and of that group 32% say they received 
an e-mail message containing the virus That 
compares to 15% of those who reported receipt of 
the virus and who use an e-mail application other 
than MS Outlook. 

Some estimates for the destructive power of 
the vims indicate that tens of millions of comput¬ 
ers were affected worldwide, adding up to as 
much as S10 billion in lost work hours. The sur¬ 
vey asked those e-mail users who work for a 
company or business about the virus’s impact on 
their place of business. Seven percent of respon¬ 
dents indicated that the vims had a "major nega¬ 
tive impact” on their workplace. Another 40% ol 
e-mail users said that the vims caused a “minor 
negative impact" on their company or business, 
and 53% said that it had no impact at all. 

The fact that viruses can be distributed so 
quickly via e-mail places a premium on antivirus 
software. The vast majority of e-mail users (84% > 
claim to use some form of antivirus software Jus* 
47% of them, however, cite using an antivirus 
program that updates periodically. Because the 
Love You vims took more than one form during 
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its global outbreak, major antivirus software 
providers scrambled in an effort to protect their 
customers. One strategy was to arm their cus¬ 
tomers with information about the virus, although 
these efforts appear to have been only partially 
successful. Among antivirus program users, only 
40% indicate having received a notice from their 
antivirus vendor about the I Love You vims. 

The I Love You virus and its predecessor, 
(he “Melissa” vims, appear to have left some bad 
feelings in the minds of American e-mail users. 
The vast majority of this group (74%>) believes 
that the problem of e-mail viruses will get worse 
in the years ahead. Another 22% believe the 
problem will stay the same, while just 3% of 
e-mail users say the problem will get better. 

Forty percent of e-mail users are making at 
least some behavioral changes in the wake of this 
latest vims outbreak. Of those making changes, 
almost everyone (94%?) agrees that they will be 
more careful opening e-mail attachments. Also, 
25% of those making changes will alter the set¬ 
tings on their e-mail programs to limit automati¬ 
cally opened messages, and 22 % will stop 
sending certain kinds of messages to friends or 
associates On the other hand, almost no e-mail 
users will be changing software vendors And. 
perhaps because over eight out of ten e-mail users 
already have antivirus software on their com¬ 
puter, only a very small number will be installing 
new antivirus software or subscribing to a new 
antivirus service that provides automatic updates 
as a result of the I Love You vims outbreak. 


JUNE 8 

TRAFFIC PROBLEMS 


Interview Dates: 5/23-24/00 
CNN /USA TbJav/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130699 


Asked of those who drive to work: How 
many minutes does it usitally take for you to 
drive from home to work? 


than 15 minutes ... 

15 minutes. 

•6-29 minutes. 


.24%; 

. .13 
. .10 


30 minutes. 35 

31-59 minutes .... 7 

60 minutes... 5 

More than 60 minutes . 2 

Varies; it depends (vol.). 3 


No opinion...* 

*Less than 1% 

Mean: 26 
Median: 30 

Which oj the following best describes your 
view of the traffic you encounter in your 
area every day — a major inconvenience and 
problem, a minor inconvenience and prob¬ 
lem, or not a significant problem ? 

Major inconvenience . .....19% 

Minor inconvenience. ...31 

Not a problem ...48 

No opinion.2 

Would you say that the traffic in your area 
today has gotten much better, somewhat bet¬ 
ter. stayed about the same, gotten somewhat 
worse , or gotten much worse over the last 
five years? 

Much better ...3% 


Somewhat better . 6 

Stayed die same ..27 

Somewhat worse. 32 

Much worse.30 

No opinion ... - 


Looking ahead, do you anticipate that the 
traffic m your area today wilt get much bet¬ 
ter, somewhat better, stay the same, get 
somewhat worse, or get much worse over 
the next five years? 


Much better 
Somewhat better 
Stay the same ... 
Somewhat worse 
Much worse 
No opinion . -. . ■ 


.. .5% 
. .10 
. .23 
. .33 
. .28 
, . .1 


1 wo THOUSAND 
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Have you had to change your life or schedule 
in any way because of traffic in recent years? 

Yes...31 % 

No ..69 

Asked of those who changed their life or 
schedule because of traffic: In what ways 
have you changed your life or schedule be¬ 
cause of traffic? 


Leave earlier ...36% 

Take alternate routes.18 

Allow more time for travel .13 

Avoid driving at certain times.12 

Cut down on driving; don't drive as much .. .7 

Changed working hours. 6 

Moved.. 5 

More construction; have more 

construction to avoid. 3 

Use mass transit; carpool .. .3 

Get home later. 2 

More cautious; drive more carefully. 1 

Changed jobs; had to change jobs ... ,1 

Traffic is heavier.i 

Work out of home; telecommute. 1 

Other . 10 


How often do you, yourself, get stuck driving 
in traffic jams—every day, several times a 
week, several times a month, a few times a 


year, or never? 

Every day. u% 

Several times a week.. . 14 

Several times a month.22 

Few times a year. 3 j 

Never; doesn’t apply .. I'y 


For each oj the following proposals, please 
say how much you think it would do to solve 
traffic problems around the country-—a great 
deal, a fair amount, only a tittle, or not much.' 

Expanding the road system by building more 
and bigger roads ? 


Great deal. ^6% 

Fair amount. 31 

Only a little . 


Not much . jg 

No opinion. , 

T ' * ’ * J 1 * * * ■ , i 

Expanding public transportation such as 
buses, subways, and trains? 


Great deal . 7 -, r , 

r~ . .*■**•*. - J / /f. 

Fair amount.... 

Only a little ... ’’ !5 

Not much... . . . <r 

No opinion.... o 


Analysis: Cities such as Atlanta and New York 
are notorious for the traffic jams that plague their 
commuters, and Los Angeles freeways are nearly 
legendary for! heir rush-hour delays. Despite these 
prominent examples, however, a recent Gallup 
Poll finds that fewer than one in five Americans 
consider the traffic they encounter in their local 
area to be “a major problem”; another third of the 
pub ic describes traffic as a ‘‘minor inconve¬ 
nience,” while nearly half (4S%) report that it is 
not a significant problem for them at all 
Moreover, when asked to name the worst problem 
lacing their community today, only 1 % mention 
traffic specifically, while another 4 % mention the 
related problems of overcrowding and growth 
Education, crime, and drugs are much more likely 
to come to mind than traffic when the public is 
asked to think ol senous local issues. 

Although relatively few respondents face se¬ 
rious traffic problems today, many see a negative 
trend under way. Nearly two-thirds of the public 
(62%) say traffic congestion in their area has got¬ 
ten worse in the last five years (including 30% 
who say it has gotten much worse). Looking 
ahead, a similar proportion anticipates that traflic 
is going to get worse in the next five years, in¬ 
cluding 28% who say it will get much worse. 

According to the poll, one-quarter get stuck 
in traffic jams every day or several times a week 
and an additional 22 % encounter such jams sev¬ 
eral times a month. Roughly one-third (3 i %) are 
stuck in traffic only a few times a year, while a 
fortunate 20 % of the public never experience 
traffic jams. 

Nearly one-third (31%) have made change 
to their lives or schedules because of traffic- 
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About half of those who have made adjustments 
(representing 11 % of the public) report using var¬ 
ious driving strategies to avoid high traffic hours, 
such as heading to work earlier, getting home 
later, or changing their working hours. Six per¬ 
cent of national adults drive alternate routes to 
work, while 2 % have cut down on their driving 
altogether. A small percentage of national adults 
report taking more drastic steps: 2 % have moved, 
and 1 % have switched to mass transit or carpool¬ 
ing. Four percent, seemingly resigned to the situ¬ 
ation, simply allow more time for travel. 

The average commuting time for those who 
drive to work is now 26 minutes, compared to 24 
minutes when last measured in 1998. Half of com¬ 
muters (50%) now report that it takes a half-hour 
or more to get to work. About a quarter (24%) 
enjoy a short commute of less than 15 minutes, 
while 23% take 15-29 minutes to get to work. 

The Gallup Poll asked the public how they 
feel about two possible solutions to traflic conges¬ 
tion: one emphasizing improvements to the exist¬ 
ing highway infrastructure, and the other involving 
more mass transit. There is no appreciable differ¬ 
ence in support for either remedy. In both cases, 
opinion splits roughly into thirds—one-third be¬ 
lieving the proposal would help a great deal, one- 
third believing it would help a fair amount, and the 
remaining third believing it would help only a little 
or not much. Along these lines, it is interesting to 
note that only a miniscule percentage (4%) use 
mass transit to get to work, while almost as many 
report that they walk to work. The vast majority of 
commuters, not surprisingly, drive. 

JUNE 9 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS 

Interview Dates: 6/6-7/00 
CNN/ USA Tbffay/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130808 

If Al Gore were the Democratic Party \s can¬ 
didate and George \V. Bush were the Repub¬ 
lican Party's candidate, whom would you be 
more likely to vote for—Al Gore, the Demo¬ 
crat, or George W. Bush, the Republican? (IF 
UNDECIDED: As of today, do you lean more 
toward Al Gore, the Democrat, or George IP. 
Bush, the Republican?] 


Likely Voters 

2000 Jun 6-7 

Gore 

Bush 

Other 

(val.); 

no 

opinion 

. .44% 

48% 

8 % 

2000 May 23-24 .. 

. .42 

49 

9 

2000 Apr 28-30 ... 

. 44 

49 

7 

2000 Apr 7-9. 

..41 

50 

9 

2000 Mar 30—Apr 2 . 

. .45 

46 

9 

2000 Mar 10-12 . .. 

. .43 

49 

8 


Now suppose that the presidential election 
were being held today, and it included Al 
Gore as the Democratic Party's candidate, 
George IP Bush as the Republican Party's 
candidate, Pat Buchanan as the Refonn Party 
candidate, and Ralph Nader as the Green 
Party candidate. Would you vote forAl Gore, 
the Democrat. George IP. Bush, the Repub¬ 
lican: Pas Buchanan, the Refonn Pam can¬ 
didate; or Ralph Nader, the Green Party 
candidate? fIF UNSURE: A.r of today, do you 
lean toward Al Gore, the Democrat; George 
IP. Bush, the Republican; Pat Buchanan, the 
Refonn Pam candidate; or Ralph Nader, the 
Green Pam candidate?] 

A to 

Gore Bush Buchanan Nader opinion 

Likely 

Voters 


Total .. 

...41% 

46% 

2% 

6% 

5% 

Republican 

... .6 

88 

2 

2 

2 

Independent 

. .37 

36 

4 

12 

It 

Democratic 

. . 83 

7 

2 

4 

4 


Next, nr ’d like to get your overall opinion oj 
some people in the news. As 1 read each 
name, please say if you have a favorable or 
unfavorable opinion of this person, or if you 
have never heard of him: 

Democratic Parly presidential candidate Al 
Gore? 

Favorable ...^6% 

Unfavorable. ■ - .. ^6 

No opinion; never heard ot .. .b 


TWOTHOUS \ND 
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Republican Party presidential candidate 
George W. Bush? 


Favorable....,56% 

Unfavorable .... ..,. . 35 

No opinion: never heard of ... ,9 


Libertarian Party presidential candidate 
Harry Browne? 


Favorable. 5 % 

Unfavorable..... 14 


No opinion; never heard of.81 

Reform Party presidential candidate Pat 
Buchanan? 


Favorable..23% 

Unfavorable .. 50 

No opinion; never heard of...27 


Green Party presidential candidate Ralph 
Nader? 


Favorable. 34 % 

Unfavorable...27 


No opinion; never heard of. 39 

Regardless of whom you support, and ttying 
to be as objective as possible, who do you 
think will win the election in November—Al 
Gore, or George W. Bush? 


Likely Voters 

Gore 

Bush 

Other 

(voi.); 

no 

opinion 

2000 Jun 6-7 .. 

.34% 

55% 

11 % 

2000 Mar 10-12 

.39 

47 

14 


Analysis^ A new Galiup Poll finds the race for 
president to be holding steady, with George W. 
Bush leading A1 Gore by 4 percentage points 
among likely voters, 48% to 44 %. This result is 
similar to that in late May and is consistent with 
Gallup findings since early February, Since that 
time. Bush has held single-digit leads over Gore, 
which have fluctuated between 1 and 9 points. 


Other poll findings suggest that the presumptive 
Republican and Democratic nominees are ex 
tremely closely matched and that the election is 
shaping up to be highly competitive. Despite this 
55% of voters (up from 47% in March) now be¬ 
lieve that Bush will win the election in November 

Gore and Bush receive nearly identical 
image ratings from the general public, with 56% 
saying they have a favorable impression of each 
man. Just over one-third of die public (36%) has 
an unfavorable view of Gore, while 35 % feel that 
way about Bush. When asked to rate their likeli¬ 
hood of voting for each candidate, voters give a 
slight edge to Bush. A majority of likely voters 
(57%) are “very” or “somewhat” likely to vote 
for Bush, compared to 50% for Gore. 

While it is unclear whether either Reform 
Party contender Pat Buchanan or Green Party 
hopeful Ralph Nader will appear on a sufficient 
number of ballots to be national candidates, 
Gallup tested a four-way race including these 
contestants alongside Bush and Gore. In this sce¬ 
nario, Bush maintains his slim lead by receiving 
46% of the vote, compared to 41% for Gore, 6 % 
for Nader, and just 2% for Buchanan. 

If perception becomes reality. Bush does 
hold one strong advantage over Gore: the public 
sees him as the likely winner of the fail election 
for president. Overall, 55% of likely voters be¬ 
lieve Bush will win the election in November 
while 34% think Gore will win. Republicans are 
most likely to express confidence in Bush, with 
76% choosing Bush to win, but a 52% majority ol 
independent voters also feel this way. A majority 
of Democrats (54%) tend to think Gore will win. 
but, unlike Republicans, who are overwhelmingly 
positive about Bush, a substantial minority of 
Democrats (35%) say that Bush will prevail. 

While the two major-party nominees are 
rated favorably by the public, Americans are not as 
positive in their ratings of third-party candidates 
for president. Likely Reform Party nominee Pat 
Buchanan is rated most negatively of the presiden¬ 
tial candidates tested, with one-half saying they 
have an unfavorable impression of the former 
Republican operative and political commentator 

Nader has a different problem: recognition 
Although opinion of Nader tilts positive with 
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34 % rating him favorably and 27% unfavorably, 
one in Five ( 21 %) have never heard of the long¬ 
time consumer activist, while another 18% recog¬ 
nize his name but have no opinion of him. 
Libertarian Party presidential candidate Harry 
Browne establishes perhaps the outer boundary 
for name recognition in this election, however. 
Fewer than one in Five venture an opinion of 
Browne (with 5% feeling favorably and 14% un¬ 
favorably); two-thirds of the public ( 66 %) have 
never heard of him, while ! 5% have heard of him 
but express no opinion. 


JUNE 12 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
INVESTMENT PROPOSAL 

Interview Dates : 6/6-7/00 
CNN/USA Today/Qallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130808 


ity payroll taxes into accounts that would be 
invested m the stock market, would this 
strengthen or weaken the ability in pay hen - 
ejhs to retirees twenty-five years from now? 


Strengthen...53% 

Weaken .. 30 

No difference (vol.).. .... .2 

No opinion... . .15 


Thinking about the condition of the Social 
Security system today, if people were al¬ 
lowed to put a portion of their Social Secur¬ 
ity payroll (axes into accounts that would be 
invested in the stock market, would this 
strengthen or weaken the ability to pay ben¬ 
efits to current retirees today? 


Strengthen. 

Weaken .. 

No difference (vol) 
No opinion. 


.47% 

.35 


Form A. George W. Bush has made a pro¬ 
posal that would allow people to put a por¬ 
tion of their Social Security payroll taxes 
into personal retirement accounts that 
would be invested in private stocks or bonds. 
Do you favor or oppose this proposal? 


Which is the greater risk—to continue fund¬ 
ing Social Security the hot it is done now , 
or to change the system to allow people to 
put a portion of their Social Security payroll 
taxes into accounts that would be invested in 
the stock market ? 


Favor. 59% 

Oppose...31 

No opinion.10 


Form B. A proposal has been made that 
would allow people to put a portion oj their 
Social Security payroll taxes into personal 
retirement accounts that would be invested 
in private stocks and bonds. Do you favor or 
oppose this proposal? 


Favor .. 

°PPose. 

No opinion. 



Thinking about the long-term condition of 
the Social Security system, if people were al¬ 
lowed to put a portion of their Social Secur¬ 


Continue funding as now...51% 

Allow stock investments.42 

Neither (vol.)...3 

No opinion .^ 

Analysis: A majority of Americans favor the 
tvpe of modification to tlie Social Security 
system—personal retirement accounts—recently 
proposed by Republican presidential candidate 
George W Bush. The public says that such a sys¬ 
tem would strengthen rather than weaken the 
Social Security system now, as well as twenty- 
five years in the future, and that the greater risk is 
to leave the Social Security system as it is. rather 
than to modify it There is a sharp drop-olt in 
support for the proposed change among those 65 
years of age and older, however, with the major¬ 
ity of this age group in opposition to it 
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The most recent Gallup Poll explored two 
ways ot asking the public to react to the proposed 
changes to the Social Security system. Half of the 
sample were asked about "a proposal that would 
allow people to put a portion of their Social 
Security payroll taxes into personal retirement ac¬ 
counts that would be invested in private stocks or 
bonds.” This group was told explicitly that the 
proposal had been made by George W. Bush. The 
other half were asked about the same proposal 
but were given no information about its propo¬ 
nent. Unking the proposal to Bush appears to 
make little substantive difference in reactions. In 
both instances, the proposal is endorsed by a sub¬ 
stantial majority, with about three out of ten op¬ 
posing it. 

There is a strong relationship between age 
and opinion about the personal retirement ac¬ 
count issue Older Americans, particularly those 
65 years of age and older who are most likely to 
be currently dependent on Social Security retire¬ 
ment funds, are very strongly opposed. In fact, 
about two-thirds of those 65 and older oppose the 
personal retirement account proposal. As age 
drops, so does opposition. Even those 50-64 
years of age favor the proposal, and the percent¬ 
age in favor is very high among those under 50. 
Three-quarters or more of those 18-29 favor the 
proposal. 

Younger Americans may be so strongly in¬ 
clined to favor the proposal for two reasons. First, 
they are years away from retirement and therefore 
less sensitive to short-term fluctuations in the 
stock market. Second, younger people, particu¬ 
larly those between 18 and 29, are more strongly 
imbued in the current investment culture that, 
given the bull market ot recent years, tends to 
treat stocks as a more normal investment vehicle. 

As one would predict, there are some differ¬ 
ences in levels of support for the proposal by the 
party identification of the respondent, based on 
whether or not it is identified with Bush. On the 
one hand, Republicans tend to be supportive of 
proposal in both circumstances, with or with¬ 
out its linkage to Bush. There is a drop-off in 
support among Democrats, however, when it is 
identified as having been made by Bush com¬ 
pared to when it is mentioned as an anonymous 


proposal. In fact. Democrats support the generic 
idea by a 63% to 35% margin, compared to their 
slight opposition to the proposal linked to Bush 
49% to 41%. ’ 

Opponents of the Social Secunty retirement 
account plan have argued that it could weaken the 
ability of the system to pay benefits in the future 
if the stock market is down for a sustained period 
of time, or if individuals make poor personal in¬ 
vestments. Some have also argued that setting 
aside current monies for stock or bond accounts 
could reduce the amount available for pay mem to 
Social Security recipients today. Respondents, 
however, are not receptive to these arguments. 
They are slightly more positive about the ability 
of Social Security to function in twenty-five 
years, if the proposed changes are implemented, 
than they are about its ability to function today, 
given those changes. In both instances, however, 
the “strengthen” option wins handily. They are 
also slightly more likely to say there is greater 
risk in continuing the current way of funding 
Social Security than there is in moving to the per¬ 
sonal retirement account system. Fifty-one per¬ 
cent say the “continue funding” option is the 
more risky, compared to 42% who say that the 
change would be riskier. 


JUNE 13 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS/ 

PERSONAL FINANCES 

Interview Dates: 6/6-7/00 
CNN /USA Today/GMup Poll 
Survey #GO 130808 

How would you rate economic conditions m 
this country today—as very good, somewhat 
good, somewhat poor, or very poor? 


Very, Somewhat, 



somewhat 

very 

No 


good 

poor 

opinion 

2000 Jun 6-7 , 

..85% 

14% 

i% 

2000 Mar 10-12 

:.86 

13 

i 

1999 Jun 25-27 

.84 

16 

* 

1999 Jan 8-10 . 

.89 

11 

4 a 

1998 Jul 7-8 . . 

.79 

20 

i 
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1998 Jan 25-26 . .... .81 

18 

i 

1998 Jan 24-25 ......81 

IS 

1 

1998 Jan 23-24 .81 

19 


1997 Oct 27-29 __79 

19 

2 

1997 Aug 22-25 .69 

30 

i 

*Less than 1% 

Now, thinking about a 

year from 

now, do 

you expect economic conditions in this conn- 

try will be very good, somewhat good, some - 

what poor, or very poor? 

Very, 

Somewhat, 


somewhat 

very 

No 

good 

poor 

opinion 

2000 Jun 6-7 .80% 

15% 

5% 

2000 Mar 10-12.79 

17 

4 

1999 Jun 25-27 .,.,.76 

22 

0 

1999 Jan 8-10 ..... .81 

16 

3 

1998Jul 7-8.73 

21 

6 

1997 Oct 27-29 .....75 

22 

3 


Which of the following statements do you 
agree with more—the economy is generally 
moving in the right direction and needs only 
minor changes, or the economy is generally 
moving in the wrong direction and needs 
major changes 9 

Right direction.,.74% 


Wrong direction 

No opinion .......4 


How worried are you these days about your 
personal economic situation—extremely 
worried, very worried, moderately worried, 
only a little worried, or not at all worried? 



Extremely, 

Moder¬ 
ately, 
only a 

Not 


very 

little 

at alt 


worried 

worried 

worried* 

2000 Jun 6-7 . 

.15% 

57% 

28% 

2000 Jan 7-10 .. 

.14 

64 

00 

n — 

1996 Mar 15-17 

.26 

57 

17 

1993 Jul 9-11 .. 

.35 

51 

14 


No opinion” is omitted. 

hi the last few months, have you noticed the 
rise in interest rates for such things as home 
loans, automobile loans, or credit cards? 


Yes_ 

No . 

No opinion . 



Ha\e rising interest rates affected any major 
spending decisions for you or your family, 

such as making a major purchase or taking 
out a loan ? 



Analysis: While Americans at all income levels 
give the U S. economy high ratings and believe it 
is moving in the right direction, low-income re¬ 
spondents are not so positive about their personal 
economic situation. A majority express at least a 
moderate degree of worry, and a substantial num¬ 
ber also say that higher interest rates have affected 
major spending decisions for their families. 

Conducted June 6—7, the poll show's that 
85% of all those surveyed rate the current eco¬ 
nomic conditions in this country as “very" or 
“somewhat good, 1 " virtually identical to the rat¬ 
ings obtained by Gallup last March and in two 
surveys last year. The public’s expectations for 
the next year are also unchanged from readings 
taken by Gallup since January 1999. with 80% 
predicting a “good” economy and just 15% a 
“poor” one When Americans are asked if the 
economy is moving in the right or wrong direc¬ 
tion, 74% opt for the optimistic response. 

These ratings are considerably more favor¬ 
able among lusher- rather lhan lower-income re- 
spondents Still, even among people who earn 
less than S20.000 per year, 71% say current eco¬ 
nomic conditions are good, and 64% expect the 
economy to be good next year as well. A majority 
with low incomes (54%) also say the economy is 
moving in the right direction. 

Despite positive evaluations of the economy 
from less wealthy Americans, a substantial ma¬ 
jority of these respondents (59%) express at least 
a "moderate” degree of worry when they are 
asked more specifically about their own eco¬ 
nomic situation, while 41% are “only a little" 
worried or not worried at all. Even among those 
in the next two higher income groups—those 


TWO THOUSAND 


185 





























earning up to S30.000 and those earning up to 
$50,000 per year—half are personally worried, 
and half are not. This split sentiment comes de¬ 
spite an overwhelmingly positive assessment of 
the economy from these two groups, with at least 
seven in ten saying it is good right now and that it 
is moving in the right direction, and about eight 
in ten expecting it to be good next year. 

About eight in ten have noticed the recent 
rise in interest rates, but overall only about a third 
(34%) say that the rise has affected their major 
spending decisions such as taking out loans. 
Again, lower-income people appear to be more 
affected than are those with higher incomes. 
About four in ten of those earning less than 
$ 20,000 per year have been affected, compared 
with just 28% earning $50,000 or more. 


JUNE 14 
MIDDLE EAST 

Interview Dales: 5/18-21/00 
Gail up Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130218 


How important do you think what happens 
in each of the following areas of the world is 
to the United States today—would you say it 
is vitally important , important but not vital, 
not too important, or not at all important: 

The Middle East? 


Vitally important.. . 53 % 

Important, not vital . 34 

Not too important.. 6 

Not at all important ... 4 

No opinion.. 3 


Western Europe? 

Vitally important ...... 

Important, not vital 

Not too important. 

Not at all important 
No opinion .. 



Asia ? 


Vitally important . 
Important, not vital 
Not too important. 
Not at all important 
No opinion. 



45 

10 

.4 

.5 


Central America? 

Vitally important. 

Important, not vital . 

Not too important.. 

Not at all important. 

No opinion. 

Eastern Europe? 



.12 
. .3 
. .3 


Vitally important. 

Important, not vital .. . 
Not too important... .. 
Not at all important ... 
No opinion.. 



South America? 

Vitally important.24% 

Important, not vital ... 55 

Not too important.13 

Not at all important . 4 

No opinion. 4 


Africa? 


Vitally important.18% 

Important, not vital .51 

Not too important. .23 

Not at all important...5 

No opinion.. , .3 


Analysis: Clinton administration negotiators are 
meeting in Washington tins week with Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders, trying to make headway 
on some of the toughest issues associated with 
the Middle East conflict. Recent Gallup P°W S 
suggest that the U.S. public is favorably disposed 
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to this intensive diplomatic effort. Specifically, a 
majority of Americans (53%) say that what hap¬ 
pens in the Middle East is of vital importance to 
the United States, more so than in any other 
major international region. Moreover, Americans 
widely support the development of a peaceful 
resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian eonflict, with 
78% rating this as an important U.S, foreign pol¬ 
icy goal. 

Perhaps the thorniest issue on the Arab- 
Israeli negotiating table—so difficult that it may 
not even come up this week—is the status of 
Jerusalem. Both sides claim the holy city as their 
historic capital and are unwilling to settle for any¬ 
thing less than full control, A recent Gallup sur¬ 
vey in Israel and the Palestinian territories 
documents the intensity of the issue for the peo¬ 
ples there. Only 29% of Palestinians and 37 % of 
Israeli Jews favor making Jerusalem a unified 
capital for Jews, Christians, and Muslims alike. 
Most of the people there, including 80% of 
Israelis and 89% of Palestinians, say that their 
side should insist “unconditionally" on the status 
of Jerusalem, rather than negotiate. 

Palestinian statehood is a long-standing 
issue in Middle East negotiations, with details 
over territories to be controlled at the heart of 
the current controversy. Earlier this year, a top 
Israeli peace negotiator predicted that the ulti¬ 
mate outcome of ongoing peace talks with the 
Palestinians would be a Palestinian state. Mean¬ 
while, Palestinian Authority President Yasser 
Arafat has reportedly set a target date of Sep¬ 
tember 13, 2000, for establishing an indepen¬ 
dent Palestinian state on the West Bank and 
Gaza, A Gallup Poll conducted last year found a 
majority of Americans (53%) in favor of 
Palestinian statehood, with 26% opposed and 
-1% expressing no opinion. Gallup polling of 
American “opinion leaders” in previous years, 
as part of an ongoing series of surveys spon¬ 
sored by the Chicago Council on Foreign 
Relations, found even higher support: 77% in 
favor, and 18% opposed. (The “opinion leader" 
survey included a diverse sample of business, 
government, labor, media, and religious leaders 
a f We H as academics working in the area of for- 

policy.) 


JUNE 16 
FATHER’S DAY 

Interview Dates: 5/5-7/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130620 

Looking back on your life, would you say 
that you, personally, have shown or showed 
enough appreciation to your own father? 



adults 

Men 

Wamm 

Yes . 

, . .72% 

73 % 

70% 

No.. 

Does not apply. 

. ..21 

22 

21 

no opinion . 

, .7 

5 

9 


Asked o f fathers : Do you feci your family 
appreciates you enough as a father, or do 
they not appreciate you enough? 

Yes, enough.90% 

No, not enough .., .8 

No opinion . 2 

Analysis: According to a Gallup Poll conducted 
May 5-7. only 72% of Americans feel that they 
have shown enough appreciation to their fathers. 
In addition, the vast majority of fathers believe 
their families appreciate them enough. The oppo¬ 
site is true for mothers. More family members 
claim to have shown appreciation to their moth¬ 
ers than to their fathers (81% versus 72%), vet 
slishtlv fewer mothers than fathers feel that their 
families appreciate them enough (85% compared 
to 90%). 

Today, the proportion of individuals claim¬ 
ing that their fathers, rather than their mothers, 
had a greater influence on their lives when they 
were growing up is larger than when Gallup first 
asked this question in 1951. I'he most recent 
numbers show 28% of adult children saying their 
fathers were more influential, compared to 22 % 
in 1951. Not surprisingly, men are more likely 
than women to say their fathers had the greater 
influence on their lives. This gap widens further 
when considering both gender and age: while 
40% of males IS to 49 years old believe their 
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fathers were more influential than their mothers* 
this proportion drops to 23% for males 50 years 
and older. Moreover, when asked to rale the de¬ 
gree of influence their fathers had on their Jives* 
men tend to give their fathers slightly higher 
scores than do women, with 81% of men saying 
their fathers were “very” or “somewhat” positive 
influences, compared to 73% of women. 

When both age and gender are considered, 
males aged IS to 49 rate their relationships with 
their fathers higher than do those aged 50 or older 
(63% vs. 48% “very positive”). However, the 
converse is true of females: those 18 to 49 years 
old give lower ratings to their relationships with 
their fathers than do those aged 50 or older ( 53 % 
vs. 78% “very positive”). In short, the older a 
woman is, the more positively she views her re¬ 
lationship with her father, while the older a man 
is, the more negatively he rates his father-son 
relationship. 


JUNE 19 

CLINTON’S ROLE AFTER 
LEAVING OFFICE 

Interview Dates: 5/23-24/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130699 


As you may know, last year a federal judge 
in Arkansas ruled that President Clinton 
gave ‘‘intentionally false" testimony about 
his relationship with Monica Lewinsky in the 
Paula Jones lawsuit and held him in con¬ 
tempt of court . Now, as a result of this deci¬ 
sion, an Arkansas court could disbar Bill 
Clinton and prevent him from practicing (aw 
in Arkansas when he leaves the presidency. 
Would you favor or oppose that action? 


Favor 
Oppose ,., 
No opinion 


52% 

41 

.1 


Additionally, do you think Bill Clinton 
should , or should not, be charged in a court 
of law with a crime for these matters after 
he leaves office? 


Yes, should , 
No, should not 
No opinion .. 



As you may know, President Clinton has 
only eight months left to setve in office be¬ 
fore a new president is sworn in next 
January . In your opinion, which of the fol¬ 
lowing should Bill Clinton do when he 
leaves office-move back to Arkansas, or 
move to New York? 


Move back to Arkansas. 20% 

Move to New York ... 45 

Other (vol.) . p 

No opinion... 13 


As you may know, President Bill Clinton has 
only eight months left to serve in office be¬ 
fore a new president is sworn in next 
January. Do you think each of the following 
activities would be appropriate or not appro¬ 
priate for Bill Clinton when he leaves office. 

Become a talk show host? 


Yes.30% 

No ....67 

No opinion ...... .3 


Run for office himself as a congressman or 
senator? 


Yes. 

No ...... 

No opinion 



Become a university professor or president? 



No opinion 


36% 

60 

.4 


Write a book? 

Yes. 

No .. 

No opinion .. 
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Work for business or industry? 


Yes.. 74 % 

No .23 

No opinion... 3 

Return to practice law as a lawyer? 


Yes. 

No . 

No opinion . . 


.38% 

.60 


Become a Hollywood movie executive ? 


Yes....33% 

No ..63 

No opinion. 4 


Analysis: In a May Gallup Poll. Americans ex¬ 
pressed their views on what would be appropriate 
activities for the 42d president following his 
tenure in the White House. Topping the list were 
"writing a book” and "working for business or in¬ 
dustry,” mentioned as appropriate by 75 % and 
74%, respectively. The public was least likely to 
say that the president ought to become a talk 
show host (30%) or a Hollywood movie execu¬ 
tive ( 33 %). 

Only 38% think that a return to law practice 
would be appropriate for him after he leaves of¬ 
fice. Furthermore, a Clinton return to the legal 
profession is not without complications. A disci¬ 
plinary committee of the Arkansas Supreme 
Court recommended that the president be dis¬ 
barred for giving “intentionally false” testimony 
about his relationship with Monica Lewinsky. A 
majority of Americans (52%) agree. Only 38%, 
however, think that criminal charces should be 
brought against him for this matter. 

Early in his career, Clinton taught law at the 
University of Arkansas. However, the public does 
not believe that he should pursue this avenue, ei- 
l hcr. Sixty percent say that a role as a university 
professor or president would be inappropriate for 
Clinton, compared to just 36% who think it 
would be appropriate. There also has been some 
speculation that Clinton may run for a U.S. 
Senate seat from Arkansas once he is finished 


with the presidency. Again, a majority do not be¬ 
lieve that this would be a proper post-presidency 
role for Clinton, by a 64% to 34 % margin. 

When asked where Clinton should move 
once he leaves office, 45% say he should move to 
New York. The First Lady is currently seeking a 
U.S. Senate seat from New York and has already 
moved into a house the couple bought in 
Westchester County. Thirty percent think ihe 
president should move back to Arkansas when 
his term is over, while the remainder of the public 
has no opinion (13%) on the matter or thinks he 
should live somewhere other than Arkansas or 
New York ( 12 %). 


JUNE 20 

GASOLINE PRICES 


Interview Dates; 6/6-7/00 
CNN/L'54 ToJov/Gallup Poll 
Survey 4GO 130S08 


Have rising gas prices in recent months af¬ 
fected your driving habiis or vacation plans? 


Yes ... 
No ... 



Do you think the current rise in gas prices 
represents a temporary fluctuation in prices, 
ora more permanent change in prices ,J 


Temporary ...45% 

More permanent.. .50 

No opinion.5 


Looking ahead to one month from now, do 
vou think gas prices at that time will he 
higher than they are today, about the same, 
or lower than they are today? 


Higher ...... 

About the same 

Lower. 

No opinion .. 


. . 51 % 
. .33 
. .14 


Looking ahead to six months from now, do 
you think gas prices at that lime will be 
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higher than they are today, about the same, 
or lower than they are today'/ 


Higher ..24% 

About the same ......... . ,25 

Lower .. .49 

No opinion... 2 


Have recent price increases in gasoline 
caused any financial hardship for you or 
your household? 


Yes, caused hardship...36% 

No, not hardship .64 


Will the price of gas cause you to drive less 
than you might have otherwise this summer, 
or not? 

Yes, drive less ....41% 


No, not drive less ...... . 57 

No opinion...., .2 


Analysis: Gasoline prices around the nation have 
exceeded an average of S1.60 per gallon and are 
as high as $ 2.00 per gallon in some parts of the 
country. It still remains unclear when, and even 
if, prices will decrease, although a Gallup Poll 
conducted in late May showed that about half of 
Americans believed the price increase to be per¬ 
manent. In the most recent Gallup Poll, con¬ 
ducted June 6-7, nearly half (4S%) claim that gas 
prices have aifected their driving habits or vaca¬ 
tion plans. While previous polls showed that only 
a small proportion had experienced “financial 
hardship" because of higher fuel costs, it would 
appear that the typical American is beginning to 
feel the impact of increased gas prices to at least 
some degree. 

The effects of higher gas prices have not 
been felt equally across society. Younger people 
are much more likely to say they have been af¬ 
fected than are older ones. Specifically, 60% of 
those aged 18-29 say that gas prices have af¬ 
fected their driving habits or vacation plans, com¬ 
pared to 50% of those aged 30-49 and just 37% 
of those 65 years and older. Lower-income re¬ 
spondents are also more likely than wealthier 


ones to say they have had to rethink their driving 
or vacation plans. Nearly two out of three ( 64 %) 
of those with household incomes less than 
$ 20,000 have had to modify their plans, com¬ 
pared to 52% of those with incomes between 
$ 20,000 and $50,000 and just 38% of those with 


incomes greater than $50,000. 


JUNE 21 


WORST LOCAL PROBLEMS 


Interview Dates: 5/23-24/00 


CNN/i/54 7V/uy/Gallup Poll 


Survey AGO 130699 


What do you regard as the 

worst problem 

facing your community today 

? 

Crime issues (27%) 


Crime. 

1 lf /r 

Juvenile crime . 

0 

Gangs . . 


Drugs; alcohol abuse .. 

. 10 

Guns. 

1 

Education (17%) 


Education; schools. 

.17 

Economic issues (15%) 


Taxes . 

.5 

Unemployment . 

.4 

High cost of living. . 

■ m m m * * * 

Economy . 

.1 

Loss of business; towns dying out 

] 

* # **#■** « * 4 

Low wages... 

.1 

Social Security... 

.1 

Development issues (7%) 


Growth; overcrowding. 

... ,4 

Poor infrastructure. 


Traffic . 

.1 


Poverty issues (3%) 

Poverty. 

People on welfare . . 
Homelessness. 

Miscellaneous (15%) 
Decline in morals ... 
Health care. 
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Politics; politicians .. 

Lack of activities for youth __ 

Environment; pollution . 

Drought 

Lack of parental supervision. 

Racism; discrimination . 

Illegal immigrants... 

Agriculture.... 

Apathy.... 

Lack of government assistance. 


.2 

* .... . l 

.l 

...... L 

.I 

. 1 

■ •.... 1 

.1 

* 

* 


Other .. 6 

No problems . 4 

No opinion. 6 


*Less than 1 % 

Analysis: A recent Gallup survey finds crime 
lopping Americans’ list of the worst problems 
facing their local community. When asked to 
identify issues in their area, 27% mention crime, 
including the related problems of gangs, drugs, 
and guns. Education ranks second on the list 
(17%), followed by economic issues (15%), de¬ 
velopment issues ( 7 %), and poverty ( 3 %). 

Gallup trends on this question about local 
concerns date back to 1959 and suggest that the 
more things change, the more they stay the same. 
While some issues, such as racial integration and 
Vietnam, have come and gone, others, including 
crime, education, and the economy, appear to be 
enduring worries. Crime and education are as 
high on the list today as ever, while concern over 
the economy is low relative to other years. 

Crime has tended to be the number one or 
two local concern each time that Gallup has taken 
this measure. Among those who cite crime in the 
current poll, 2 % mention juvenile crime specifi¬ 
cally, while 2 % mention guns, 1 % cite gangs, and 
10 % indicate dm 2 or alcohol abuse, The remain- 
mg 12% mention crime more generally. Concern 
over crime is national, and it is as likely to be men¬ 
tioned by those living in the South and Midwest as 
by residents of the East and West. Crime is of 
slightly higher concern, however, to those living in 
urban areas (37%) compared to those in suburban 
(24%) or rural (23%) communities. 

Education is always on the list of local pub¬ 
lic concerns, but perhaps not as high as it ranks 


today. Close to one in five now cites education 
and the quality of local schools as their commu¬ 
nity’s gravest issue. In contrast, only 4% men¬ 
tioned education in 1985 and 7 % in 1977. 
However, when Gallup first asked this question 
in 1959, the results were similar to today’s, with 
15% mentioning education. 

Various economic issues, such as taxes, un¬ 
employment, wages, and the cost of living, al¬ 
ways turn up high on the list of local concerns, 
although they were more of an issue in previous 
years Today, the economy and related mentions 
are cited by 15% of the public. Respondents were 
more concerned about economic issues in 1985 
(28%), 1977 (29%), and 1959 (33%), 

Overdevelopment is also not a new concern, 
although the long-term trend shows fewer men¬ 
tions today than in earlier years. The first time 
Gallup asked the "worst local problem" question 
in 1959, 13% of the public cited congestion is¬ 
sues, such as growth and traffic, compared to 7 % 
today. Development-related concerns remained in 
this 7-13% range in the handful of polls con¬ 
ducted by Gallup on this subject over the next 
several decades. 

JUNE 22 

CAMPAIGN ISSUES 

Interview Dales. 3/10-12/00,3/30-4/2/00, -1/3-9/00, 


5/23-24/00 

CNN/USA 7t?t/m/Gallup Poll, Gallup Poll News Sen ice 
Sun eys *iGO 130217. GO 130395, GO 130220. and 


GO 130699 


What is the most important problem 

facing 

the country todav?* 

i» ■ 


Education . .. 

. .16% 

Ethics; morals ... 

. .15 

Crime; violence. ... 

. .13 

Taxes..* * * 

. .11 

Dissatisfaction with government. 

..1 1 

Medicare; Social Security. 

. - .9 

Health care ..* • ■ • ■ ■ 

...s 

Poverty .. 

. * <5 

Dm as.. 

. . .5 

Federal budget deficit; debt. 

.. 4 

International problems; foreign affairs . . 

.. .4 
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Race relations . 4 

Availability of suns ... .4 

Welfare .3 

Milirary; defense. .3 


♦Problems ranking 2% or less are omitted in poll 
taken March 10 - 12 . 


year’s presidential election campaigns. As / 
read each one, please tell me how important 
the candidates' positions on that issue will 
be in influencing your vole for president— 
extremely important, very important, some¬ 
what important, or not important: 


What is the worst problem facing your com¬ 
munity today ? * 


Education; schools..17% 

Crime. 12 

Drugs; alcohol abuse .. 10 

Taxes. 5 

Growth; overcrowding.,. .4 

Unemployment .,. 4 

Decline m morals. 3 

Health care issues . 3 


♦Problems ranking 2 % or less are omitted in poll 
taken May 23-24. 

What is the biggest challenge you face in 
your daily life today?* 


Economic; financial; cost of living ........ 21 % 

Taking care of children; family.11 

Keeping job; work; career ... 7 

Health; slaying healthy . 6 

Education; getting through school. 5 

Getting motivated to get out of bed. 3 

Getting through the day. 3 

Single parent; living alone. 2 

Findi ng a job; unemployed . 2 

Having enough money for retirement. 2 

High taxes . 2 

Lack of time. 2 

Survival.. 

Aging. 2 

Spirituality .. 2 

Balancing work and family. .2 

Maintaining Social Security .2 


♦Problems ranking 1 % or less are omitted in poll 
taken March 30-April 2. 

Now l am going to read a list of some of the 
issues that will probably be discussed in this 


Health care? 


Extremely important.. 3 gr* 

Very important...44 

Somewhat important .. 


Not important; no opinion... 2 

Crime? 


Extremely important ... 38 % 

Very important.... 43 


Somewhat important . ,17 

Not important; no opinion... 2 

Social Security? 

Extremely important ... 37 % 

Very important..43 

Somewhat important....17 

Not important; no opinion ................3 

Family values? 

Extremely important . 39% 

Very important....40 

Somewhat important ..16 

Not important; no opinion. .5 


Tax reductions? 

Extremely important... 

Very important. 

Somewhat important .... 

Not important; no opinion ..• 

Abortion? 

Extremely important .. 

Very important..... 

Somewhat important. . 

Not important; no opinion. 



26 % 

.27 

.30 

.17 
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Environmental protection ? 


Extremely important .26% 

Very important. 40 

Somewhat important. 30 

Not important; no opinion. 4 


Foreign affairs? 


Extremely important .. 17 % 

Very important. 40 

Somewhat important. 36 

Not important; no opinion .. 7 


Education ? 


Extremely important .46% 

Very important.43 

Somewhat important. 9 

Not important; no opinion..2 

Gun control? 

Extremely important .34% 

Very important..35 

Somewhat important.19 

Not important; no opinion. 12 

Campaign finance reform ? 

Extremely important .14% 

Very important..26 

Somewhat important. 39 

Not important; no opinion .. . 21 

The economy? 

Extremely important .30% 

Veiy important.47 

Somewhat important... 21 

Not important; no opinion. 2 


Analysis: Over the course of the last several 
months, the Gallup Poll has included a series of 
questions that ask the public about their problems 
^d concerns at the national level, the local com¬ 
munity level, and in their personal lile. Although 
the open-ended responses are spread across a 
wide spectrum of issues, five basic themes appear 


to be most on Americans’ minds during this elec¬ 
tion season- 

• This year, the economy is not the urgent 
concern it has been in the past. Neverthe¬ 
less, 111 ere is an inevitable undercurrent of 
baseline worry about economic issues that is 
always a part of a presidential election. In 
fact, combining across categories of re¬ 
sponses, the analysis shows that economic 
issues are the number one broad category of 
problems facing the country today, and they 
are the number one category of concerns 
facing Americans as they go about their 
daily lives 

* A second issue worrying the public this 
year is education. According to respon¬ 
dents, education is the most important 
specific problem facing the nation and 
one of the top issues facing local commu- 
nities. Although it is not the public's high¬ 
est personal concern. getting an education 
either for themselves or for their children 
is on the list of top concerns faced by peo¬ 
ple in their daily lives 

* A third issue revolves around a complex 
of concerns relating to crime. Crime rates 
are down nationally, and crime is no 
longer at the top of the list of problems 
facing the nation as a whole, according 10 
Gallup polling However, crime, along 
with drugs and alcohol, is mentioned by 
more respondents than any other category 
of problems they face in their local com¬ 
munity Concerns about crime are also re¬ 
lated to such high-profile issues as gun 
control and the death penalty 

• Americans’ fourth broad concern is 
health Health care is among the top con¬ 
cerns facing the nation as a whole, ac¬ 
cording to Gallup polling, and health is 
one of the issues that Americans say is of 
creat persona) concern on a daily basis In 
fact, health issues become one of the 
dominant concerns, if not the single most 
dominant, among Americans 65 years of 
age and older. These concerns also lead to 
related issues such as Medicare and HMO 
reform, among others 
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* A final issue dial concerns Americans re¬ 
volves around a broader, more diffuse 
focus on morality and family values. This 
is most apparent when respondents talk 
about the number one problem facing die 
country' today, where ethics and morality 
is the second most frequently mentioned 
category. Perhaps related to this is the fact 
that many Americans, in one way or the 
other, talk about a need for personal 
meaning in their own lives as their most 
pressing daily concern 

Conspicuously absent from the list of con¬ 
cerns facing American voters going into the pres¬ 
idential election are any major ones about war or 
other foreign policy issues on the national scene. 
In contrast, foreign affairs have been a primary 
focus of presidential campaigns in previous 
years, such as 1952, 1968, 1972, and 1980. Also 
absent are such single issues as abortion, al¬ 
though they may be indirectly related to the broad 
categories discussed above. 

There is an alternative way to gauge the im¬ 
portance of issues in an election—simply ask 
people to rate how important a series of issues 
will be in influencing their vote for president this 
November. In a poll conducted April 3-9, re¬ 
spondents rated twelve such issues. In general, 
tiie results mirror or relate to the high-priority is¬ 
sues and concerns mentioned above. Education 
was said to be either extremely or very important 
by 89%, followed by health care (82%), crime 
(81%), Social Security (80%), and family values 
(79%). Campaign finance reform (40%) and 
abortion (53%) were the least important issues, 
according to the poll. 


JUNE 23 
KOREAN WAR 

Interview Dates: 6/6-7/00 
CNN/USA 7c>dffv/GaIlup Poll 
Survey #GO 130808 

Based on what you have heard or read", do 
you think the United States made a mistake 
in going into the war in Korea, or not? 



Yes, 

No. 
not a 

No 


a mistake 

mistake 

opinion 

2000 Jun 6-7 .... 

. . .34% 

47% 

me 

1953 Jan 11-16 ... 

...36 

50 

14 

20 

1952 Oct 17-22 .. 

...43 

37 

1952 Oct 9-14 ... 

.. .43 

37 

20 

1952 Feb 28-Mar 5 

( • < 51 

35 

14 

1951 Aug3-8 .... 

.. .42 

48 

10 

1951 Jun 16-21 

...43 

40 

17 

1951 Apr 16-21 .. 

.. .37 

45 

18 

1951 Mar 26-31 

.. .45 

43 

12 

1951 Feb4-9 .... 

. . .49 

41 

10 

1951 Jan 1-5* . .. 

.. .49 

38 

13 

1950 Aug 20-25* . 

.. .20 

65 

15 


♦Question wording: In view of the developments 
since we entered the fighting in Korea, do you 
think the United States made a mistake in decid¬ 
ing to defend Korea , or not? 

All in all, did the United States win or lose 
the Korean War? 

IV in ,41% 

Lose.35 

No opinion.... .24 


Analysis: As the fiftieth anniversary of the start 
of the Korean War approaches, a new Gallup Poll 
shows that Americans are still divided over both 
the wisdom of U.S. participation and whether or 
not the outcome can be termed a victory A plu¬ 
rality (47%) say it was not a mistake for the 
country to defend South Korea, but 34% say it 
was a mistake and another 19% are unsure. 

The “conflict,” as it was initially called, 
began on June 25, 1950, when North Korean 
troops crossed the 38th parallel and attacked 
South Korea in an effort to reunite the two 
Koreas, separated in the wake ol World War II 
into Communist and non-Communisl states, 
President Harry S. Truman responded immedi¬ 
ately by sending American military divisions to 
oppose the Communist attack and obtained au 
thorization for an American-led United Nations 
force to oppose North Korea, which was aide 
eventually by the Soviet Union and China. L 
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timately, the prewar boundaries of the two 
Koreas were reestablished, but in the process 
37,000 Americans were killed and over 100,000 
others were wounded in battle. Moreover, an esti¬ 
mated 2 million Koreans were killed, along with 
almost 1 million Chinese. 

Americans initially supported the U.S.-led ef¬ 
fort by a large margin, 65% to 20%, but within six 
months almost half of the public (49%) said the 
United States made a mistake in defending South 
Korea, while just 38%' disagreed. By January 
1953, however, long alter a cease-fire had been es¬ 
tablished but before an official armistice was 
agreed to, Americans’ support Tor U.S. involve¬ 
ment went back up again. The view that U.S. in¬ 
volvement was not a mistake after all became the 
dominant view by a margin of 50% to 36%—very 
similar to the figures found in the current poll. 

The new poll also shows that the public is 
even more closely divided over how to character¬ 
ize the outcome of the conflict, with 41% saying 
the United States won and 35% saying it lost the 
war. In part, the current uncertainty may reflect 
the changes in U,S. goals during the war. Initially, 
Truman vowed simply to restore South Korea to 
its June 1950 borders, but when General Douglas 
MacArthur crossed the 38th parallel and pushed 
north to the Yalu River bordering China, the gen¬ 
eral vowed to reunify North and South Korea. 
Then, after the Chinese intervention pushed the 
UN forces south of the 38th parallel once again. 
President Truman reasserted his more conserva¬ 
tive goal of just restoring South Korea to its pre¬ 
war borders. By way of contrast, a 1990 Gallup 
Poll showed that 70% of Americans thought that 
the United States lost the Vietnam War. 

Americans who were adults, or near adult¬ 
hood, at the time of the war are much more likely 
than are younger people to say that U.S participa¬ 
tion in the war was a mistake. A majority aged 65 
and older take that view, by 53% to 31%, while 
those in the pre-retirement age group (aged 
50-64) take the opposite point ol view by 61% to 
29%. The under-50 group also support U.S. par¬ 
ticipation, by 47% to 30%, While women are 
evenly divided over the issue, with 36% saying 
U.S. participation in the war was a mistake and 
38% saying it was not, men much more decisively 


support U.S. involvement, by 57% to 31%. This 
gender gap appears most pronounced among the 
oldest group Fifty-nine percent of women aged 
65 or older say it was a mistake, compared with 
just 43% Oi men in that age category Among the 
other two age groups, however, only about three 
in ten say it was a mistake, regardless of gender. 


JUNE 26 

EFFECTS ON ISSUES OF GORE 
OR BUSH ELECTION WIN 

Interview Dates: 6/6-7/00 
CNN/C/54 TVv/av/Gallup Poll 
Survey f/GO 130808 

If Al Gore is elected president, how likely is 
it that each of the following would happen — 
very likely, somewhat likely, not wo likely, 
or not at all likely: 

There would be new investigations similar to 
the ones of the Clinton administration ? 

Very, somewhat likely.42% 

Not too, not at all likely.48 

No opinion. .,. JO 

The economy would get worse? 


Very, somewhat likely.......35 k 

Not too, not at all likely.57 

No opinion.* ® 

The budget would get out of bafam e, with a 
return to deficit spending? 


Very, somewhat likely .*.41 To 

Not too. not at all likely ... ^ 

1 1 

No opinion.~ 

The Social Security system would become 
less financially sound? 


Very, somewhat likely • ■ 
Not too, not at all likely ... 
No opinion. 
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Gore would go too far in protecting the 
environment? 

Very, somewhat likely.. 40 % 

Not too, not at all likely. 52 

No opinion. 8 


Bush would not go far enough in protect inn 
the environment? ^ 


Very, somewhat likely. 

Not too, not at all likely. 

No opinion. 



Moral values in the country would decline? 

Very, somewhat likely .. 37% 

Not too, not at all likely. 55 

No opinion. 7 


Moral values in the countiy would decline? 


Very, somewhat likely . 
Not too, not at all likely 
No opinion. 


• > * • • .25% 

..69 

... 6 


Liberal activists will have too much influ¬ 
ence iti the government? 

Very, somewhat likely.47% 


Not too, not at all likely. 43 

No opinion. iq 


Conservative activists will have too much in¬ 
fluence in the government? 

Very, somewhat likely... 50 % 


Not too, not at all likely.. 4 ] 

No opinion... 9 


If George IV. Bush is elected president, how 
likely is it that each of the following would 
happen—very likely, somewhat likely, not 
too likely, or not at all likely: 

There would be new investigations similar to 
the ones of the Clinton administration? 

Very, somewhat likely. 42 % 

Not too, not at all likely... .50 

No opinion.g 

The economy would get worse? 

Very, somewhat likely. 39% 

Not too, not at all likely.54 

No opinion. ..7 

The budget would get out of balance, with a 
return to deficit spending? 

Very, somewhat likely.47% 

Not too, not at all likely..44 

No opinion.,., 9 

The Social Security system would become 
less financially sound? 

Very, somewhat likely.. t , 38 % 

Nottoo, not at all likely.53 

No opinion. 9 


Analysis: Vice President A! Gore and Texas 
Governor George W. Bush often suggest that if 
the other is elected president next November, the 
world will be a far, far worse place than if the re¬ 
verse outcome prevails, and their supporters tend 
to agree. In a recent Gallup Poll, Americans were 
asked to indicate the likelihood that several unde¬ 
sirable consequences would result from the elec¬ 
tion of Bush or Gore. And, not surprisingly, 
supporters of each candidate are more likely to 
say that negative consequences will follow from 
the election of their man’s opponent. 

Still, there is not a perfect correlation between 
respondents’ candidate preferences and their as¬ 
sessment of the potential negative consequences ol 
a Bush or Gore presidency. The poll shows that 
while the net differences in the ratings of the two 
candidates are small, reflecting the close electoral 
race (with Bush leading Gore by 4 percentage 
points, 48% to 44%), there are some noteworthy 
tendencies. Respondents are somewhat more like!} 
to predict a decline in moral values and a less 
sound Social Security system under a Gore rather 
than a Bush presidency. And they are also slightly 
more likely to predict an unbalanced budget and an 
inappropriate approach to dealing with the environ¬ 
ment under a Bush rather than a Gore presidency. 

In the poll, half the sample was asked to pre¬ 
dict the possible consequences of a Gore victory m 
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November, and the oilier half was asked to predict 
the same consequences of a Bush victory. Note that 
47 % of respondents say that under a Bush presi¬ 
dency, it is cither veiy or somewhat likely that the 
budget would get out of balance, with a return to 
deficit spending. Separately. 41% say the same 
about a Gore presidency, suggesting that Gore is 
viewed slightly more favorably (6 points) on that 
issue than is Bush. Similarly, Gore is viewed more 
favorably than Bush on dealing with the environ¬ 
ment, since 46% predict that Bush will not protect 
the environment enough, whiie a smaller number 
(40%) predict Uiat Gore will go too far. On mishan¬ 
dling the economy and being too extreme in their 
choice of political activists, the candidates receive 
ratings that are very close, with Gore seen as less 
negative by just 4 and 3 points, respcclh ely. 

On two items, the differences in candidate 
ratings appear more substantial, and both favor 
Bush. The Texas governor is viewed as less 
likely to cause a decline in moral values than the 
vice president, by a 12-point margin—with 25% 
saying a moral decline would be likely under a 
Bush presidency, but 37% saying that about a 
Gore presidency. And Bush is also viewed as less 
likely to preside over a deteriorating Social 
Security system. Thirty-eight percent say the sys¬ 
tem would become less sound under Bush, while 
46% say that would happen under Gore. (It 
should be noted that this poll was conducted 
shortly after Bush had announced his new plan 
for partial privatization of Social Security, widely 
supported by the public, but before Gore had an¬ 
nounced his counterproposal for government- 
assisted retirement investment accounts.) 


crat, or George W. Bush, the Republican ? {IF 
UNDECIDED: A? of today, do you lean more 
toward Al Gore, the Democrat, or George IV. 
Bush, the Republican?} 


Likely Voters 

Gore 

Bush 

Other 
(vol J; 

no 

opinion 

2000 Jun 23-25 .. 

.. . 39 % 

52% 

9 % 

2000 Jun 6-7 . ... 

A A 

* * *■ i ■ 

48 

8 

2000 May 23-24 .. 

.. .42 

49 

9 

2000 Apr 28-30 .. 

.. .44 

49 

7 

2000Apr7-9 .... 

.41 

50 

9 

2000 Mar 30-Apr 2 

.. -45 

46 

9 

2000 Mar 10-12 .. 
Registered Voters 

.. .43 

49 

S 

2000 Jun 23-25 

. ..42 

48 

10 

2000 Jun 6-7 .... 

...44 

46 

9 

2000 May 23-24 .. 

.. .41 

49 

9 

2000 Apr 28-30 .. 

.. .45 

46 

8 

2000 Apr 7-9 ... 

. ..4i 

48 

31 

2000 Mar 30-Apr 2 

.. .45 

44 

11 

2000 Mar 10-12 . . 

.. .44 

49 

6 


Gore-Bush Support by Gender of Voter 


Men 

Gore 

Bush 

June 23-25 

37% 

57% 

June 6-7 

37 

54 

May 23-24 

Women 

36 

56 

June 23—25 

42 

48 

June 6-7 

50 

42 

May 23-24 

50 

42 


Now suppose that the presidential election 

were being held today, and it included AI 

Gore as the Democratic Party’s candidate, 

George IV. Bush as the Republican Party's 

candidate , Pat Buchanan as the Reform 

Party candidate, and Ralph Nader as the 

Green Parts- candidate. Would you vote for 

Al Gore, the Democrat; George IV. Bush, 

the Republican; Pat Buchanan „ the Reform 

Party candidate; or Ralph Nader, the Green 

Parts candidate ' {IF UNSURE; Av <>j today, 

■ 


JUNE 27 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS/ 
GORE’S FUND RAISING 

Interview Dates: 6/23-25/00 
CNN/LkVA Tbfifay/Gallup Poll 
Survey t/GO 130897 


If Al Gore were the Democratic Party 's can¬ 
didate and George W, Bush were the Repub¬ 
lican Party’s candidate, whom would you be 
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do you lean toward Al Gore t the Democrat; 
George W. Bush t the Republican; Pat 
Buchanan f the Reform Party candidate ; or 
Ralph Nader, the Green Party candidate?J 


Gore 

Likely Voters 

Bush Buchanan 

Nadi'r * 

2000 Jun 23-25 .. .38% 

50% 2% 

6% 

2000 Jun 6-7.41 

46 2 

6 

2000 Apr 28-30 .. .41 

47 4 

4 

* “Other (vol); no opinion’ 

' is omitted. 



" ’£* you followed the recent 

news about Al Gore's fund raising during 

the 1996 presidential election campaign _ 

Vf O’ closely, somewhat closely, not very 
closely i or not at all closely ? 


Very closely. 

Somewhat closely . 

Not very closely .. 

Not at all closely; no opinion 


13% 


30 

* * * ■ P taJ / 



Which of the following statements best cle- 
sc/ibes your view of Al Gore’s fund-raising 
activities—Gore did something illegal, Gore 
did something unethical but not illegal, or 
Gore did not do anything seriously wrong ? 

Not 

familiar 





Nothing 

with 




ser¬ 

issue / 




iously 

no 


Illegal 

Unethical 

wrong 

opinion 

2000 Jun 23-25 

.. .17% 

34% 

23% 

26% 

2000 Apr 7-9 ,, 

.. .12 

27 

41 

20 

1997 Oct 3-5* . 

.. .21 

32 

33 

14 

1997 Sep 6-7* . 

.. .12 

39 

25 

24 


* Question wording: Which of the following state- 
merits best describes A! Gore’s involvement with 
fund-raising activities—Gore did something ille¬ 
gal, Gore did something unethical but not illegal, 
or Gore did not do anything seriously wrong? 


Now, thinking about the factors which i ndi . 
cate whether A! Gore would make a good 
president , do you think the allegations con¬ 
cerning his fund-raising activities in !9% 
are televant or are not relevant? 


Yes, relevant. 

Not relevant. 


• ■ ■ *42% 


M . . 1 * .... 

No 0 P in *on. . 

Analysis: The newest Gallup Poll shows that 
George W. Bush is the choice of 52% of likely 
voters, with Al Gore at 39%. Bush, the presump, 
tive Republican nominee for president, now has a 
13-point lead over likely Democratic nominee 
Gore, a margin that is larger than at any point 
since mid-January. Gore has lost standing among 
Democrats, who are now somewhat less likely to 


support him than they were in previous polls 
About one-quarter of Democrats nationally, in 
fact, say they would like their party to nominate 
someone other titan Gore, compared to just 15% 
of Republicans who would want their party to 
nominate someone other than Bush. Bush has 
also gained on a relative basis among women In 
a four-way race. Bush’s lead over Gore is 12 


points, with Green Party nominee Ralph Nader 
getting 6% of the vote while probable Reform 
Party nominee Pat Buchanan gets 2%. About hall 
of the public now says that Gore did something 
illegal or unethical relating to fund raising in die 
1996 campaign, but only 52% have been follow¬ 
ing the news about Gore’s fund raising closely 
The current likely voter numbers are similar 
to those measured in January and February of this 
year but represent a more positive picture for 
Bush than has been the case in recent polls. 
Bush’s overall lead over Gore has varied this 
year, from a 19-point lead in one poll conducted 
in mid-January to a 1-point lead among likely 
voters in a late April-early May poll. In general- 
however, the average Bush lead in Gallup Polls 
conducted since February, but not including this 


most recent one, has been 6 points. Thus, the cur¬ 
rent 13-point lead represents a more positive 
showing for the Texas governor as well as a posJ' 
tioning of voters similar to what it was bet ore 
Bush underwent a bruising primary campa>£° 
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season, losing several key states to Arizona 
Senator John McCain. 

A four-way ballot that includes two third- 
party candidates—probable Reform Party nomi¬ 
nee Pat Buchanan and Green Party nominee 
Ralph Nader—shows a similar pattern, with Bush 
leading Gore by 50% to 38%, with Nader gelling 
6% and Buchanan 2%. The Nader and Buchanan 
numbers are unchanged when compared to a poll 
conducted in early June. The fact that the Bush- 
Gore margin does not change when Buchanan 
and Nader are introduced into the mix suggests 
that at this point the two minor-party candidates 
would not have a material effect on the race. 

There are indications in the poll that Gore 
may now be in a weaker position among members 
of his own party than has been the case previ¬ 
ously. Gore now receives a smaller percentage of 
the Democratic vote than he has in the polls con¬ 
ducted earlier this year. On the other hand, Bush 
gets about the same percentage of the Republican 
Vote as he did in earlier polls. The split in votes of 
independents is similar to what it has been, with 
Bush having a slight advantage In short. Gore 
now Is getting a significantly lower percentage of 
the vote among Democrats than is Bush among 
Republicans. By way of comparison, in the last 
poll conducted before Bill Clinton’s win in 1996, 
86% of Democrats were voting for him, compared 
to 80% of Republicans who were voting lor 
Republican nominee Bob Dole. Bush has essen¬ 
tially reversed that situation this year, getting the 
higher vote total from his parly. 

There is additional evidence suggesting that 
Gore does not have the strong support from his 
party’s regulars that Bush enjoys among Repub¬ 
licans. When Democrats are asked if they would 
like to see the Democratic National Convention "se- 
lfi ct Al Gore, or select some other person to be the 
Democratic candidate for president." only 63% say 
yes.” Twenty-five percent of Democrats would 
like to see someone else nominated. Conversely, 
when the same question is asked about Bush, 80% 
Republicans say the party’s convention should 
select Bush, with only 15% saying they would like 
to see someone else nominated. 

Although the now-famous "gender gap" still 
exists when the voting intentions of men and 


women are compared. Bush has managed to close 
!i ' " J P somewhat and is now doing better among 
women than he has in previous polls. The vote of 
men has slaved about the same, while women are 
now tilting more toward Bush than they have in 
the two most recent polls before this one. 

This weekend’s poll was conducted just as 
the media focused intensely on the controversy 
surrounding the request made of Attorney General 
Janet Reno that she appoint a special counsel to 
investigate Gore's fund-raising activities in the 
1996 campaign. The data from the poll suggest 
that Gore’s position on the issue is now weaker 
than it was several months ago. In an April 7—9 
poll, 39% of Americans said that Gore had done 
something illegal or unethical. Now, in this past 
weekend's pof. (hat number has risen to 51% At 
the same time, only 42% of the public feet the al¬ 
legations concerning Gore's fund-raising activi¬ 
ties in 1996 are relevant to his ability to be a good 
president, while 50% say they are not relevant. 
About half (52%) are following the news about 
Gore’s 1996 fund-raising activities closely, mak¬ 
ing the issue one of only midrange salience com¬ 
pared to other news stones tracked over the past 
decade using this same measure. 

JUNE 28 

SUPREME COURT RULINGS 

Interview Dates: 6/23-25/00 
CNN/USA TWav/GuIlup Poll 
Survey //GO 130897 

Do you think the Boy Scouts of America 
should, or should not, be required to allow 1 
openly gay adults to serve as Boy Scout 
leaders? 

Should allow. .....31.£■ 

Should not allow. . * ■ .64 

No opinion. ...5 

As you may know, mam stales require pro¬ 
testors at abortion clinics to stay a specified 
distance away from the facility at w hich they 
are demonstrating. Do you think such restric- 
tions are reasonable or unreasonable restric¬ 
tions on the protestors' right to free speec h J 
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Reasonable... 33 % 

Unreasonable.. 

No opinion... 3 


If you could vote on this issue directly, would 
you vote for or against the following—a law 
which would make it illegal to perform a spe¬ 
cific abortion procedure conducted in the 
last six months of pregnancy known as a 
partial-birth" abortion , except in cases 
necessary to save the life of the mother? 



Vote 

Vote 



for 

against 

No 


line 

law 

opinion 

2000 Mar 30-Apr 2 . 

. .66% 

29% 

5% 

2000 Jan 13-16* .. 

. .64 

31 

5 

1 999 Apr 30-May 2 . 

. .61 

34 

5 

1998 Jan 16-18* ... 

..61 

36 

3 

1997 Mar* . 

. .55 

40 

5 

1 996 Apr*. 

. .57 

39 

4 


^Question wording: Do you favor or oppose the 
following proposal—a law which would make it 
illegal to perform a specific abortion procedure 
conducted in the last six months of pregnancy 
known as a “partial-birth " abortion, except in 
cases necessary to save the life of the mother? 

When the police arrest someone, do you 
think the police should, or should not, be re¬ 
quired to inform that person of their consti¬ 
tutional rights? 

Yes, should inform . 94 % 

No, should not inform. 6 

No opinion .. * 

*Less than 1 % 

Do you think confessions obtained from de¬ 
fendants who were not read their constitu¬ 
tional rights when they were arrested should, 
or should not, be admissible in trial? 

Yes, should be admissable ... . .. 45 % 


No, should not be admissable ... 49 

No opinion.. 6 


Next, I’m going to read a variety of propos¬ 
als concerning religion and public schools . 


For each one, please tell me whether \ otl 
would generally favor or oppose: 

Allowing students to say prayers at graduation 
ceremonies as part of the official program? 


Favor . 

Oppose. 

No opinion. 

*Less than 1 % 



Making public school facilities available> 
after school hours for use by student reli¬ 
gious groups? 


Favor .78% 

Oppose. 21 

No opinion. j 


Allowing public schools to display the Ten 
Commandments? 

Favor...... .74% 

Oppose.24 

No opinion . 2 


Using the Bible in literature, history, and 
social studies classes? 


Favor.. ,71 % 

Oppose.28 

No opinion ..i 


Allowing daily prayer to be spoken in the 
classroom? 

Favor ...70% 

Oppose . .........28 

No opinion.2 


Teaching creationism along with evolution 
in public schools? 


Favor . 

Oppose. 

No opinion.. 



29 
. .3 


Teaching creationism instead of evolution m 
public schools? 


Favor 
Oppose ... 
No opinion 



5 
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Analysis: With the calendar year for the U.S. 
Supreme Court coming to a close, the high court 
is in the process of announcing a flurry of deci¬ 
sions on a number of sensitive and high-profile 
topics. Recent Gallup Polls have tested public 
opinion on the core issues at stake in several of 
these cases, including those dealing with gay Boy 
Scout leaders, abortion, school prayer, and the 
rights of criminal suspects. 

This week, the Supreme Court reaffirmed 
the 1966 Miranda ruling that requires police to 
inform criminal suspects of their constitutional 
rights against self-incrimination, including the 
right to remain silent and the right to be repre¬ 
sented by a lawyer. A whopping 94% of Ameri¬ 
cans agree that police should be required to 
inform suspects of their rights, while only 6 % 
disagree. At the same time, however, close to half 
(45%) think that confessions obtained without 
reading suspects their rights should be admissible 
in trial, an apparent contradiction of their support 
for the general principle that these rights must be 
read. Only 49% say that such improperly ob¬ 
tained confessions should not be admissible. 

Public opinion is less ambiguous with re¬ 
spect to a recent Supreme Court case dealing with 
prayer in school. On June 19 the high court up¬ 
held an appeals court decision striking down a 
Texas school district policy allowing students to 
pray over loudspeakers before home football 
games. Gallup polling suggests the public dis¬ 
agrees with the court on this issue. When Amer¬ 
icans were asked last year about a similar 
issue—allowing students to say prayers as part of 
official school graduation ceremonies—83% 
were in favor of the practice, while just 17% were 
opposed. Tiie same poll also found respondents 
widely supportive of school-sponsored religion, 
including “spoken prayer” in the classroom, pub¬ 
lic display of the Ten Commandments in schools, 
snd use of the Bible as a text in courses. 

One pending decision sure to provoke con¬ 
troversy deals with the issue of the Boy Scouts oi 
America and its decision not to allow openly gay 
men t0 serve as scoutmasters. The New Jersey 
case being reviewed juxtaposes two important 
rights: the Iree-association rights of the Boy 
couts and the right of homosexuals to be pro¬ 


tected against discrimination It also involves the 
extent to which the Boy Scouts is a quasi-public, 
rather than private, organization. The poll shows 
that only 31% of the public think the Boy Scouts 
should be required to allow openly gay adults to 
serve as scoutmasters, while 64% think they 
should not be required to do so. 

Two key abortion cases are also scheduled 
to be decided before the Supreme Court closes 
for summer recess. One deals with a Nebraska 
law making illegal the late-term procedure known 
as partial-birth abortion, except in cases neces¬ 
sary to save the life of the mother. Two-thirds 
( 66 / 0 ) think this procedure should be illegal with 
a “life of the mother" exception, while just 29% 
think it should be legal. 

A second abortion case before the high court 
deals with the rights of anliabortion activists to 
protest near abortion clinics. The case involves 
the legality of a Colorado law that provides a 
100 -fool buffer zone around clinics, within which 
the rights of protestors to display signs or ap¬ 
proach passersby are severely limited. Laws simi¬ 
lar to the Colorado one strike 83 %> of the public 
as “reasonable” restrictions, while just 14% say 
they are unreasonable limits on free speech. 

JUNE 30 

DEATH PENALTY 

Interview Dales: 6/22-23/00 
CNN/i/SA 7>;dm7Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130897 

Are \ ou in favor of the death penalty for a 
person convicted of murder ? 

Favor..... , 66 % 

Oppose ...26 

No opinion.. .8 

Asked of those who favor the death penalty: 
Do you support the death penalty with reser¬ 
vations or withour reservations 7 

With reservations...37% 

Without reservations ....28 

Do not support (vol.) .. 26 

No opinion. *.9 
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Generally speaking, do you believe the 
clealh penalty is applied fairly or unfairly in 
this country today? 

TT - 1 51% 

Fairly.*. J w 

Unfairly ..... - .*.^1 

No opinion.° 

How often do you think that a person has been 
executed who was, in fact, innocent of the 
crime he or she was charged with—do you 
think this has ever happened in the past five 
vears, or do you think it has never happened? 


Approve.. .49% 

Disapprove...30 

No opinion.21 


And does the way Bush has handled the death 
penalty in Texas make you more likely to vow 
for him for president, less likely to vote for 
him, or will it have no effect on your vote? 


More likely ..10% 

I pee litplv 1 R 

LrVUU 1 mm m * + 4 ft i- ■ 4 ■ ft ft 4 V * # -ft ft ft 4 ft * 4 « m. , J, |_J 

No effect ....68 

No opinion....,4 


Yes, happened .,.. .80% 

No, never happened ..14 

No opinion ....6 

Asked of those who answered "yes": Just 
your best guess, about what percentage of 
people convicted to serx'e the death penalty 
are really innocent? 


Zero 


I- 5 .. 
6-10 . 

II - 20 
21-30 



31—40... 

41-50 

51 and over.... 

No opinion. 


Mean: 14,0 
Median: 6.0 


. 1 % 

.41 

*.... 1 

.11 

..... .7 

.3 

..... .7 

.4 

.10 


Whose position on the death penalty comes 
closer to your view—Al Gore's position, or 
George VV. Bush's position? 


Gore. 

Bush. 


* * *, » 


Both; neither (vol.) 
No opinion. 


.......23% 

.34 

. 10 

...33 


Based on what you have heard or read, do 
you approve or disapprove of how George \V. 

Bush has handled death penalty cases as 
governor of Texas? 


Since George IV. Bush became governor of 
Texas in 1995, how often do you think that a 
person in Texas has been executed who was, 
in fact, innocent of the crime he or she was 
charged with—do you think this has ever 
happened since Bush became governor, or 
do you think it has never happened? 


Yes, happened.46% 

No, never happened.26 

No opinion...28 


Asked of those who answered "yes": Just 
your best guess, about what percentage of 
people administered the death penalty in 
Texas since 1995 were really innocent? 


Zero . 

.1 

1-5. 

.. .39 

6—10 * ^ * . « . *. * 

13 

■ s A 4 4 '4 It 4! 4 ft 4# P f ^ ^ ■ H 

11-20 . 


21-30 . 

........ 4 

31-40 . 

3 

41-50 . . 


51 and over _ _ 

.. 6 

No opinion. 

. .21 

Mean: 16.5 

Median: 10,0 


Aj far as you know, does George W. Bush 
favor or oppose the death penalty, or art' 
you unsure? 

Favor. .55% 

Oppose ....■ ■" 
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Unsure .....42 

No opinion...— ..i 


As far as you know, does Al Gore favor or 
oppose the death penalty, or are you unsure? 


Favor..15% 

Oppose ... .....,,.,,,17 

Unsure .67 

No opinion. ... l 


Analysis: Many people criticized George W, 
Bush for not stopping the execution of Gary 
Graham in Texas. The poll shows, however, that a 
plurality of Americans (49%) approve of the way 
Bush in general has handled death penalty cases 
as governor of Texas, while about one in three 
(30%) disapprove of his handling of death penalty 
cases in his state and the remaining 21% have no 
opinion. Even so, many respondents believe that 
at least one innocent person has been put to death 
in Texas since Bush became governor five years 
ago. Forty-six percent say that an innocent person 
has been executed during Bush’s tenure as gover¬ 
nor. while 26% say this has not happened, with 
28% unsure. By comparison, 80% say that an in¬ 


nocent person has been executed in the United 
Slates over the same time period. 

Getting to the political heart of the matter, 
most (68%) say that Bush’s handling of the death 
penalty will not affect their likelihood of voting 
for him for president. Only 18% say that Bush's 
handling of these cases will make them less likely 
to vote for him, and 10% say that it will make 
them more likely to vole for him, which suggests 
a small i but net-negative influence of this issue on 
Bush’s electoral appeal. 

The relative lack of importance of the issue 
is reinforced by the fact that the public are still 
not clear on where the candidates stand. Despite 
me publicity surrounding die Graham case, 42% 


are unsure about Bush's position on the death 
penally. Just over half (55%) correctly say he fa- 
v °rs it, while 2% incorrectly say he opposes it. 
They are even more in the dark about where Al 
Gore stands on the death penalty at this stage in 
can ipaign, perhaps due to the fact that he has 
not publicly discussed the issue very much. Over 


two-thirds are unsure of Gore’s position on the 
issue (67%). while 15% correctly say he favors it 
but a nearly equal proportion (17%) incorrectly 
say he opposes it. 

The latest Gallup Poll shows that 66% sup¬ 
port the death penally, while 26% oppose it. These 
numbers are unchanged from a poll conducted in 
February of this year, which shows that the recent 
attention to the issue has not changed Americans’ 
minds However, support today is lower than in 
previous years. Moreover, support for the death 
penalty is closely tied to whether or not one be¬ 
lieves it is applied fairly in this country The over¬ 
whelming majority of those who think it is applied 
fairly (86%) support the death penalty. Those who 
think it is applied unfairly are split, with 47% op¬ 
posing capital punishment and 44% favoring it, In 
addition, men are more likely to favor the death 
penally than are women, by a 71% to 61% margin 
Conservatives (74%) and Republicans (81%) are 
much more likely to favor the death penalty than 
arc liberals and Democrats (both 53%). 

The poll also shows that a majority of 
Americans who support the death penalty do so 
with reservations (52%), while 43% of supporters 
express no reservations. The net result is that 28% 
of the public support the death penalty uncondi¬ 
tionally, 37% support it with reservations, and 
26% oppose it outright Furthermore, a majority 
(51%) believe that the death penalty is applied 
fairly, while 41% believe it is applied unfairly. 


JULY 3 

MOOD OF AMERICA 

Interview Dates: 6/22-25/00. 5/18-21/00. 1/7-KMMi 

CNN/t/SA Tbt/uv/Gallup Poll 

Surveys #GO 130897, #GO 130218, 4C.O 1295-14 


In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied 
with the way things are going in the United 
States at this tune ’ 


Satis¬ 

Dis- 

No 

fied 

sattsfied 

opinion 

2000 Jun 22-25 .. .56% 

39% 

5% 

2000 May 18-21 .. . 55 

42 

3 

2000 Apr 3-9.59 

37 

4 
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2000 Feb 25-27 .65 32 

2000 Jan 7-10....69 28 


1997 Jan 10—13.45 

1993 Jan 8-11.38 


53 2 

60 2 


Next, I'd like you to rate your satisfaction with 
the state of the nation in some different areas. 
For each of the following areas, please say 
whether you are very satisfied, somewhat sat¬ 
isfied, not too satisfied, or not at all satisfied: 


The state of the nation's economy? 



Very, 

somewhat 

Not too. 
not at all 

No 


satisfied 

satisfied 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10 .. 

.83% 

16% 

i% 

1997 Jan 10-13 

.... 38 

41 

i 

1993 Jan S-l 1 . 

.25 

74 

i 


Progress in reducing poverty and homeless¬ 
ness'' 



Very. 

Nor too. 



somewhat 

not at alt 

No 


satisfied 

satisfied 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10 

.. .44% 

54% 

2% 

1997 Jan 10-13 .. 

...36 

62 

2 

1993 Jan S-ll .... 


76 

0 

■u 


The quality of education? 



PfO’. 

Not too. 



somewhat 

not at all 

No 


satisfied 

satisfied 

opinion 

2000 Jan 7-10 , .. . 

. - .54% 

45% 

i% 

1997 Jan 10-13 .,. 

...46 

53 

i 

1993 Jan 8-11_ 

.. .43 

55 

2 


The availability and affordability of health 
care? 



Wry, 

Not too, 


somewhat 

not at all 

2000 Jan 7-10 

satisfied 

satisfied 

.. .40% 

59% 

1997Jan 10-13 ... 

...41 

58 

1993 Jan 8-11 .,.. 

.. .23 

76 


No 

opinion 


1% 
! 

1 


The opportunity for the next generation of 
Americans to live better than their parents ? 


Very, 

somewhat 

satisfied 

2000 Jan 7-10.69% 


Not too * 

not at all No 
satisfied opinion 
29% 2 % 


The opportunity for a poor person in this 
country to get ahead by working hard? 



Pen’, 

somewhat 

Not too, 
not at all 

No 


satisfied 

satisfied 

opinion 

2000 Jun 7-10 . 

.60% 

39% 

1% 

1997 Jan 10-13 

50 

1 * T * * h M 

49 

I 

1993 Jan 8-11 . 

42 

P- I * 4 # # r 

57 

I 


The moral values of this country? 

Very, somewhat satisfied.27% 

Not too, not at all satisfied.. .72 

No opinion 

In general, how do you think the United 
States rates in the eyes of the world—very 
favorably, somewhat favorably, somewhat 
unfavorably, or very unfavorably? 

Very, somewhat favorably.73% 

Somewhat, very' unfavorably .26 

No opinion .1 


Do you think the United States is number one 
in the world economically, or that it is only 
one of several leading economic powers? 





Neither 



One 

(vo! >, 


Number 

of 

no 


one 

several 

opinion 

2000 May 18-2) 

T ♦.. *39% 

60% 

1% 

1999 May 7-9 ., 

... * <40 

56 

4 

1993 Mar 29-31 

|P » * 4 i 

76 

3 


Do you feel that it's important for the United 
States to be number one in the world eco¬ 
nomically, or that being number one is not 
that important as long as the United States 
is among the leading economic powers? 


Nat N° 

Important important opinion 


2000 May ] 8-21 

. . * * ,43% 

56% 

1% 

1999 May 7-9 ., 

*, <. * ,41 

56 

3 

1993 Mar 29-31 

, ^ < ,46 

53 

1 
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Do you think the United States is number 
one in the world militarily, or that it is only 
one of several leading military powers? 





Neither 



One 

(Vol },- 


Number 

of 

no 


one 

several 

opinion 

2000 May 18-21 

.56% 

41% 

3% 

1999 May 7-9 .. 

.51 

46 

3 

1993 Mar 29-31 

.... .63 

34 

3 


Do you feel that it's important for the United 
States to be number one in the world militar¬ 
ily, or that being number one is not that im¬ 
portant as long as the United States is 
among the leading militaiy powers 0 


Not No 

Important important opinion 

2000 May 18-21.70% 29% ! % 

1999 May 7-9_59 39 2 

1993 Mar 29-31 .61 37 2 


Analysis: According to a June 22-25 Gallup 
Poll, Americans are relatively upbeat about the 
state of the nation, with 56% saying they are sat¬ 
isfied with the way things are going and only 
39% dissatisfied. While tills satisfaction measure 
is lower today than it was earlier this year, the 
current level is high by historical standards. Since 
Gallup began tracking the public's mood in 1979. 
the average satisfaction level has been only 43%, 
with 53% feeling dissatisfied. Satisfaction with 
the state of the nation reached its pinnacle in 
February 1999. when nearly three-quarters (7!%) 
sported feeling satisfied and only 26% were dis¬ 
satisfied. In contrast, this measure reached ns 
lowest point of the last twenty years in June 
1992, when only 14% of those surveyed reported 
satisfaction and 84% reported dissatisfaction. 

The increase in respondents’ positive out¬ 
look over the last decade is also evident across 
individual aspects of American life: 

• According to Gallup Poll data collected 
January 7-10, satisfaction with the state 
°f the nation’s economy has more than 
tripled, from 25% to 83% very or some¬ 
what satisfied, since January 1993 


• Over the same time span, satisfaction vviih 
the nation’s progress in reducing poverty 
and homelessness has doubled, from 22% 
to 44% 

• There is higher satisfaction with the avail¬ 
ability and affordability of health care 
today than in the past, 23% in 1993 com¬ 
pared to 40% today 

• Satisfaction with the opportunity for the 
next generation to live better than their 
parents has increased substantially, from 
38% to 69% 

• A majority are now satisfied with the 
quality oi education and with the opportu¬ 
nity for a poor person in America to gel 
ahead by working hard, whereas most 
were dissatisfied with these aspects of life 
in 1993 

• There is one area in which Americans ex¬ 
press significant dissatisfaction—moral 
values. Only 27% are currently satisfied 
with moral values in the nation today, 
compared to 72% who are dissatisfied 

In a Gallup Poll conducted May 18-21. nearly 
three-quarters (73%) believe that the United 
States rates favorably in the eves of the world. 
This includes 20% who believe the United States 
rates "\cry favorably” and 53% who say "some¬ 
what favorably"; just 26% think it is viewed 
unfavorably 

With respect to international strength, most 
Americans are positive about the country s domi¬ 
nant position militarily, but fewer are positive 
when it comes to economic dominance. A major- 
itv today (56%) beliesc the United States ranks 
number one in the world militarily, compared to 
only 39% who believe it ranks number one eco¬ 
nomically However, when respondents are asked 
about the importance of these positions, it be¬ 
comes clear that they do not believe economic su¬ 
premacy is necessary in this day and age Only 
43% think it is important for the United Slates to 
be number one among nations economically. 
Many more (70%) feel military dominance is im¬ 
portant, compared to 56% who believe the United 

States has achieved that. 

Reinforcing the sense that Americans are 

currently in a buoyant mood, trend data show that 
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more people are positive today about the U.S. po¬ 
sition in the world economically than were wh^n 
the question was First asked in 1993. At that lime, 
only 21% thought the United States ranked num¬ 
ber one. compared to 39% today. 


JULY 6 

THE ECONOMY 

Interview Dates: 6/22-25/00 
CNN /USA 7of/fly/Gallup Pali 
Survey #GO 130978 

For each of the following, please indicate 
how much credit, if any, it deserves for the 
positive state of the economy in the past few 
years—a great deal, a fair amount, not 
much, or none at all: 

The computer and Internet industry? 


None at all .........................,..7 

No opinion. .7 

Congress? 

Great deal.13% 

Fair amount ... 50 

Not much.29 

None at all.5 

No opinion. 3 


If you had to choose between the following 
groups, to which one would you give more 
credit for the positive state of she economy 
in the past few years—-the Clinton adminis¬ 
tration, or Congress ? 


Clinton administration. .42% 

Congress ....,.44 

Neither: both equally (vol.). 7 

No opinion. 7 


Great deal .... ,56% 


Fair amount ... 

... .29 

Not much. ... 

.7 

None at all. . 


No opinion. ... 

.5 

The Federal Reserve? 


Great deal. .. .. 



Fair amount. 45 

Not much. 11 


None at all . . 


No opinion ..... 


The Clinton administration ? 


Great deal.... 


Fair amount. 

Not much ... 


Nonealal! . 

No opinion... 

., . ,2 

The increase in foreign trade? 


Great deal.. 


Fair amount 

AO 

Not much 

1 « * i 1 


If you had to choose between the following 
groups, to which one would you give more 
credit for the positive state of the economy 
in the past few years—the Clinton adminis¬ 
tration, or the Federal Resen’e led by Alan 
Greenspan ? 

Clinton administration...38% 

Federal Reserve . ... .53 

Neither; both equally (vol.)...4 

No opinion....5 


Who do you think would be better able to 
continue the good economic times the 
United States has been having in recent 
years—Al Gore, or George IV. Bush? 


Gore ..... 

Bush. 

No opinion 



Analysis: According to a Gallup survey con¬ 
ducted June 22-25, only 29% of Americans say 
that President Bili Clinton deserves a “great deal 
ot credit for the positive state of the economy i (i 
the past few years, compared to 56% who feel 
this way about the computer and Internet indus¬ 
try* Clinton also lags behind the Federal Reserve 
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in credit for the country’s economic success, and 
he is either tied with or only slightly ahead of 
Congress, depending on the survey measure used. 

When perceptions of the economy declined 
j n the early 1990s, President George Bush seemed 
to take the fall, first evidenced in plummeting ap¬ 
proval ratings for his handling of the economy 
and eventually in a drop in his overall job perfor¬ 
mance scores. In contrast, two-thirds ( 66 %) now 
describe economic conditions in the United States 
in positive terms, compared to only 18% who felt 
this way when President Bush left office in 1993. 
Recent polling shows Clinton enjoying highly fa¬ 
vorable ratings for his work on the economy, with 
65% approving of the way he is handling the 
economy and only 30%? disapproving. 

Still, when asked to rate a senes of factors 
relevant to the economy, the public credits the 
computer industry (the only business sector 
tested) with a greater impact on the economy than 
all the government entities measured in the recent 
Gallup survey, with 56% saying it deserves a 
great deal of credit. The Federal Reserve ranks 
second, with 34% saying it deserves a great deal 
of credit for the economy. Fewer recognize the 
Clinton administration (29%), increased foreign 
trade (25%), or Congress (13%) as significant 
factors. 

Americans’ relatively high regard for the 
work of the central bank is reinforced in a sepa¬ 
rate survey question that asks respondents to 
choose whether the Clinton administration or the 
Federal Reserve led by Alan Greenspan deserves 
more credit for the positive state of the economy. 
Fifty-three percent name the Federal Reserve, 
while just 38% credit Clinton. In addition to 
Republicans, upper-income and highly educated 
Americans are most likely to choose the Federal 
Reserve rather than Clinton, perhaps reflecting 
their greater awareness of the direct role the bank 
plays in the economy by setting interest rates. 

In this election year, with Vice President Al 
Gore attempting to capitalize on economic pros¬ 
perity in his bid for the presidency, the more rele- 
Vant political question may be whether 
Americans think the Clinton administration or the 
R e publican-ied Congress deserves more credit 
the economy. Indeed, each side claims that iis 


policies are responsible for low unemployment, 
high economic growth, and federal budget sur¬ 
pluses, all of which have contributed to the posi¬ 
tive economic picture. Asked to choose between 
the Clinton administration and Congress, the pub¬ 
lic is closely split, with 44% saying Congress de¬ 
serves more credit for the economy and 42% 
naming the administration. The division falls 
neatly along party lines, with three-quarters of 
Republicans (74%) crediting Congress and 70% 
of Democrats crediting Clinton. Political inde¬ 
pendents are almost evenly split, with 42% citing 
Clinton and 40% choosing Congress. 

Al least for now. Gore appears to be losing 
the economic argument to Texas Governor 
George W Bush. Asked which candidate for 
president would be belter able to maintain eco¬ 
nomic prospenty in the United States if elected. 
Bush wins by a slight margin. 43% to 38%. 
Gallup’s most recent election poll shows Gore 
trailing Bush in the race for the presidency by a 
13-point margin. 52% to 39%. 


JULY 7 

LOS ALAMOS CONTROVERSY 

Interview Dates: 6/22-25/00 
CNN/OS/l TWay/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130978 

How closely have you been following the 
Los Alamos nuclear secrets controversy- 
very closely, somewhat closely, not very 
closely, or not at all closely? 

Very' closely ...10% 

Somewhat closely ..^4 

Not very' closely. 

Not at all closely... - 1 

. * - I 

No opinion.. • .. 

Asked of those who are familiar with the Los 
Alamos controversy: Based on what you have 
heard or read, how serious a problem is the 
Los Alamos nuclear secrets controversy — 
vay serious, somewhat serious, not too seri¬ 
ous. or not at all serious 
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Very serious .. • - *. 11 

Somewhat serious . ^0 

Nol too serious. ^ 

Not at all serious .. • -3 

No opinion ..-.. * 

Also asked of those who are familiar with the 
Los Alamos controversy: Do you believe that 
nuclear secrets were or were not stolen? 

Yes, were.... • ■ • .58% 

No, were not .... ....................25 

No opinion ...... 17 

Also asked of those who are familiar with the 
Los Alamos controversy: Do you think Energy 
Secretary Bill Richardson should resign be¬ 
cause of his handling of this matter, or not? 


somewhat closely. An additional 24% were not 
following the events very closely, and 3 1% ex¬ 
pressed complete ignorance On a relative basis, 
this is a low level of attention being paid to the 
story, about on a par with the controversy sur¬ 
rounding the flying of the Confederate flag in 
South Carolina, but far behind the attention paid to 
such stories as Elian Gonzdlez, the Internet hack¬ 
ing incidents earlier this year, and the continuing 
investigation into the murder of JonBenet Ramsey. 

Among the 68% who indicate some knowl¬ 
edge of the events, a majority (54%) say that the 
problem is a very serious one, and 58% believe 
that nuclear secrets were actually stolen. Never¬ 
theless, just 37% of these relatively informed citi¬ 
zens feel that Secretary Richardson should resign 
from office, while 47% say that he should not and 
16% have no opinion. 


Yes, should resign...37% 

No. should not resign...47 JULY 10 

No opinion......16 CONFIDENCE IN INSTITUTIONS 


Analysis: A recent Gallup Poll shows that most 
Americans have not closely followed the recent 
news stories about the temporary disappearance of 
secret computer hard drives from the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory in New Mexico. However, 
among those who have heard of the controversy, 
most believe that the security problem at the labo¬ 
ratory is very serious and that nuclear secrets were 
actually stolen. Nevertheless, only one-third of 
this more-informed public believes that Energy 
Secretary Bill Richardson should resign because 
of the way he has handled the matter. 

Two computer hard drives from the lab¬ 
oratory’s top-secret X Division were reported 
missing an May 7 and mysteriously reappeared 
weeks latei behind a copy machine near the vault 
where they were supposed to have been stored. A 
grand jury has been convened to investigate the 
matter. The Gallup Poll on this topic was con¬ 
ducted June 22-25, after the grand jury had been 
convened but during the time that two additional 
though minor, security breaches at Los Alamos 
were announced. Tire poll shows that overall, just 
I0vr were following the nuclear secrets contro¬ 
versy very closely, with another 34% following it 


Interview Dales: 6/22-25/00 
CNN /USA Today/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 130978 

I am going to read you a list of institutions in 
American society. Please tell me how much 
confidence you, yourself, have in each one — 
a great deal, quite a lot, some, orvety little. 

The church or organized religion? 


Great deal.....28% 


Quite a lot .. 

Some .... . 

58 

. .26 

Very little. 

.14 

None (vol.). 

2 

No opinion. 

9 

The military? 


Great deal. 

25% 

Quite a lot .... 

. .39 

Some ... 

. . .26 

Very little. 

None (vol.). 

No opinion. 

. .7 
. .1 

2 
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The U.S. Supreme Court? 


f f * 


Great deal. . 
Quite a lot . 
Some. 

Very' little .. 
None (vol.) 
No opinion . 


t * ■ * 


18% 

29 

,35 

.14 

. .1 

..3 


Banks? 

Great deal.-. 14% 

Quite a lot .......32 

Some .. -41 

Very little ...11 

None (vol.) ...1 

No opinion.. I 

Public schools? 

Great deal....... .13% 

Quite a lot .24 

Some...41 

Very little...19 

None (vol.).. 2 

No opinion. .1 

Newspapers? 

Great deal... 12% 

Quite a lot ..25 

Some .... .3S 

Very little..22 

None (vol.). 2 

No opinion .. 1 


Congress? 


Great deal 
Quite a lot 
Some .,. 
Very little 
None (vol, 
No opinion 


.7% 

17 

47 


,3 

■1 


Television news 9 

Great deal. ..11 % 


Quite a lot 

Some .. 

Very little ... 
None (vol.).. 
No opinion .. 


Organized labor'* 


Great deal... 
Quite a lot . 

Some. 

Very little ... 
None (vol.).. 
No opinion .. 


■ I * fr 4 P 


The presidency? 


Great deal. 
Quite a lot 
Some 

Very little . 
None (vol) 
No opinion 


The police ? 


Great deal. 

Quite a lot .. 

Some ... . 

Verv little .. 

None (void ..- 

No opinion. 

The medical system 


Great deal . . 
Quite a lot ... 

Some . 

Very little 
None t vol.)... 
No opinion .. 


*Less than 1 % 

The criminal justice system 


Great deal .. 
Quite u lot . 


.. ,25 
...40 
.. .21 

mm- m -m 

.. ..1 


.. .9% 

. .16 
. .44 
..23 

I H ■ 

. . .6 


it 4 a * * * 


15% 

27 

37 

18 

2 

.1 


. 18 % 


.........36 

.33 

,10 

.. .2 

.1 


14% 

26 

37 

21 


8% 


16 
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Some . 


None (vol.). 

.3 

.1 



Big business ? 

Great deal... 

.9% 

Quite a lot . . 

.20 

Some »r 

45 

b » i 4 * k 1 » - 1 * * ■ ■ 

Very little. 

.22 

None (vol.). 


No opinion .. 

n 


Health maintenance organizations, also 
known as HMOs? 


Great deal.,...6% 

Quite a lot ... 10 

0 «#**■!■«.■ m M W m * p ■ i B F ■ Ji % ■ # 4 Ip -fc fe f 4 1 ^ 

Very Little .. 38 

None (vol.).. 7 

No opinion...4 


Analysis: The Gallup Poll's annual rating of 
Americans’ confidence in the country's major in¬ 
stitutions shows that the public has more confi¬ 
dence in the military than in any other institution 
tested, followed by organized religion, the police, 
and the Supreme Court. At the other end of the 
spectrum, HMOs suffer from the lowest level of 
public confidence of any of the fifteen institu¬ 
tions included in the June 22-25 survey. 

The levels of public confidence for all fifteen 
of the institutions included in the study have varied 
only slightly since Gallup last asked these ques¬ 
tions in June 1999. The military retains its leading 
position, as it has since 1986, with 64% giving it 
high marks. While remaining comfortably ahead of 
the church or organized religion, in second place at 
56%, the level of confidence in the military has de¬ 
clined 4 percentage points since last year. 

Confidence in the police maintains its rank¬ 
ing as the third highest in the list (54%) Racial 
identity appears to be a pivotal component in the 

Ievel of P ubllc confidence in the police, with a 
majority of white Americans (57%) expressing 
confidence, compared to only 38% of nonwhites 


Age also seems to impact on confidence in the 
police, with 43% of those aged 18-29 expressing 
confidence, compared to 51% of 30- to 49-year- 
olds and 61% of those 50-64 years old. 

Of the three branches of government, re¬ 
spondents have the most confidence in the 
Supreme Court (47%), followed by the presi¬ 
dency (42%) and Congress (24%). However, con¬ 
fidence in the presidency is lower than average 
this year, despite the fact that last year’s score of 
49%, which is also the average of the past nine 
years, was obtained just a few months after the 
historic Senate vote on whether to convict Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton. 

Confidence in the Supreme Court is signifi¬ 
cantly higher (47%) than it is in the criminal jus¬ 
tice system in general (24%), Further, while 
HMOs receive only 16% confidence, four in ten 
Americans are confident about the medical sys¬ 
tem overall (40%). Television news and newspa¬ 
pers receive comparable scores (36% and 37%, 
respectively). Big business scores slightly higher 
than does organized labor (29% vs. 25%), and 
nearly four in ten (37%) have confidence in the 
nation’s public schools. 


JULY 11 
MIDDLE EAST 


Interview Dates; 7/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey 4GO 131046 


We 'd like to get your overall opinion oj 
some people in the news. As I read each 
name, please say if you have a favorable or 
unfavorable opinion of this person, or if yon 
have never heard of him or her: 

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak? 


Favorable 
Unfavorable ,. 
No opinion .,. 
Never heard of 


.28% 

.14 

.29 

.29 


Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat? 


Favorable ., 
Unfavorable 




* ■# 4 
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No opinion.*.20 

heard o t ............. ,8 


Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 9 


Do you favor or oppose the establishment of 
an independent Palestinian state on the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, territory currently 
occupied by Israel? 


Favorable .. .69(( 

Unfavorable.,17 

No opinion ,.. 8 

Never heard of. 6 


Favor . 

Oppose__ 

No opinion ...... 


i 



29 

33 


In the Middle East situation, are your sym¬ 
pathies more with the Israelis or more with 
the Palestinian Arabs? 


Israelis....41% 

Palestinian Arabs.14 

Both; neither (vol.) .23 

No opinion ...22 

In the Middle East conflict, do you think the 
United States should take Israel’s side, take 
the Palestinians ' side, or not take either side? 


Israel’s side. 

Palestinians’ side . 
Not take either . . . 
No opinion. 


74 

.9 


As far as you are concerned, how important 
a goal should the development of a peaceful 
solution to the Palestinian-Israeli situation 
in the Middle East be to the United States — 
should it be a very important foreign policy 
goal of the United States, a somewhat im¬ 
portant goal, not loo important, or not an 
important goal at all 9 


Very important. 

Somewhat important . 
Not too important 
Not important at all . 
No opinion .. 


.34% 




Do you favor or oppose the establishment oj 
on independent Palestinian state on the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip? 


Fav °r . 

°PPose . 

No opinion . . 


. .40% 
. .24 
. .36 


Analysis: Leaders from the Untied States, Israel, 
and the Palestinian Authority gather at Camp 
David outside Washington. DC, this week to at¬ 
tempt to negotiate a treaty settling some of the 
more difficult issues in the Middle East conflict. 
Nevv Gallup polling finds that Americans con¬ 
tinue to be more sympathetic to Israel than to the 
Palestinians in this matter, as they have since 
Gallup began measuring American altitudes 
about it in 1988. Most Americans recognize the 
Palestinian-Israeli issue as an important one for 
U.S foreign policy, but despite their tendency to 
agree with Israel in the dispute, the vast majority 
thinks the United Stales should remain neutral 
rather than take sides with either Israel or the 


Palestinians. 

The Clinton administration appears to have 
the backing of the public in its effort to broker a 


peace deal between Israel and the Palestinians. A 
new Gallup Poll, conducted July 6-9, finds that 
developing a peaceful solution to the Palestinian- 
Israeli situation should be an important foreign 
policy goal of the United States. Roughly one- 
third (34%) say it should be a "very important” 
eoal. and an additional 43% say it should be 
“somewhat important"; only 20% say it is not im¬ 
portant. Additionally, opinion of Secretary of 
Stale Madeleine Albright, who has invested con¬ 
siderable lime over the past several years in the 
peace process, ts quite high, with 69% saying 
they have a favorable opinion of her and just 

17% viewing her unfavorably. 

As for the issue at hand, 41% say their sym¬ 
pathies in the Middle East conflict lie with Israel. 


compared to only 14% who side with the 
Palestinians. At the same time, a substantial num¬ 
ber favor neither side (18%), while 5% are sym¬ 
pathetic to both and 22% have no opinion. This 
preference for Israel is seen across all major 
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sroups U.S, sociciy but is particularly strong 
among Republicans, who side with Israel over the 
Palestinians by a 53% to 8% margin. Democrats 
favor Israel by a smaller margin, 35% to 19%. 

Americans’ partiality for Israel over the 
Palestinians is also seen in public reaction to the 
leaders on each side. Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat is viewed more nega¬ 
tively than positively by Americans; just 27% 
view him favorably, while 45% view him unfa¬ 
vorably. Despite Arafat’s longevity on the world 
stage, roughly one-quarter of the public (28%) 
has no opinion or has never heard of the 
Palestinian leader. By contrast, a much higher 
number of Americans (58%) have no opinion or 
have never heard of Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak: but among those who have, the balance of 
opinion is favorable, 28% to 14%. 

Despite the public sympathy with Israel, 
Americans would prefer to see the United Slates 
stay neutral in the Middle East conflict. When 
asked which side the United States should offi¬ 
cially take. 16% think it should favor Israel, only 
3% say it should favor the Palestinians, while 
three-quarters t74%i say the United States should 
take neither side. 

And focusing on one of the core issues on 
the negotiating table at Camp David this week, 
Americans tend to support establishment of an in¬ 
dependent Palestinian state on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip by nearly a 2-to-l margin, 40% to 
24%. This support is lower than one year ago, 
when 53% oi Americans backed the idea, but it is 
similar to where it stood in 1998 and 1994. 


JULY 12 

CHALLENGES FOR THE 
NEXT PRESIDENT 

Interview Dates. 7/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131046 

Regardless of who wins the election, what 
single issue or challenge are you most inter¬ 
ested in having the next president address 
when he takes office next January?* 


Education ....12% 

Social Security .. 9 

Health care; health care costs; 

health care reform. .9 

Taxes.6 

The economy. 5 

Abortion. .4 

Gun control . .4 

Care for the elderly .4 

Medicare .. .3 


Poverty; the poor; homelessness.2 

Defense; national defense.2 

Foreign policy.2 

Cost of prescription drugs .... .2 

Gas prices . 2 

Federal deficit .2 

Welfare; welfare reform .. ... .2 

^Incomplete list 

Analysis: What is it exactly that Americans arc 
looking for their president to do when he is 
elected and takes office next January? There have 
been times in the nation’s history when the an¬ 
swer to this question might have been over¬ 
whelmingly focused on one particular issue. In 
1952 the Korean War was a dominant theme. In 
1980 it was inflation, gas shortages, and the 
Iranian hostage situation. In 1992, as made fa¬ 
mous by the Clinton campaign’s exhortation to 
focus on “the economy, stupid,” there was little 
question that the economy was the number one 
priority for the next president to address. 

At this juncture in our nation’s history, how¬ 
ever, there are no such dominant issues on which 
die public overwhelmingly wants its next president 
to focus. In fact, the responses to the Gallup Poll 
question are so dispersed across issues that the 
next president’s inauguration speech could well 
take hours if he attempted to specify how he would 
plan to deal with each one. Nevertheless, both 
George W. Bush and A1 Gore have already begun 
the process of staking out positions on them with 
speeches, proposals, and pronouncements. 

At the same time, it may be possible that the 
issue overload represented by these data, m 
which there is no one dominant issue but rather 
dozens of more targeted ones, may in some ways 
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increase the probability that the presidential can¬ 
didates’ personalities and character will play a 
more important role than usual in voters’ deci¬ 
sions. Gallup Poll analyses done earlier this year 
have already suggested that voter perceptions of 
the issue positions of the candidates are less pre¬ 
dictive of the vole than are such dimensions as 
leadership and style. 

One conclusion suggested by these answers: 
respondents are in a relatively “what’s-in-it-for- 
me” mood this year. In sharp contrast to the dec¬ 
laration forty years ago by President John F. 
Kennedy that Americans should ask what they 
can do for their country rather than what their 
country can do for them, these responses suggest 
that the public is indeed more focused on what 
their government can do for them in this election 
cycle. While voters’ mentions of issues such as 
“education” could signal a concern for other peo¬ 
ple's children and the state of education in gen¬ 
eral, the fact that education loses its priority 
among older groups suggests that people are 
looking out for what affects them personally the 
most. Clearly, Social Security, health care, taxes, 
and the economy are all issues that have direct 
pocketbook implications for the average person. 
If the next president can take away any message 
from these findings, it is perhaps that he will be 
called upon to use his office and the forces ol 
government to make the personal lives of the 
people who elected him better, particularly eco¬ 
nomically. (Additionally, it is worth noting the 
very low priority given to foreign affairs, tradi¬ 
tionally one of the major roles fulfilled by the na¬ 
tion’s chief executive and commander in chief of 
the armed forces.) 

There are interesting differences in the prior¬ 
ities for the next president between those who are 
voting for Gore and those who are voting for 
Bush; 


Priorities for the Next President 
(Bush vs. Gore Voters) 

Bush Voters 

Education 12% 

Social Security 10 

Abortion 8 


Health care; health care reform 8 

Taxes g 

Gun control 7 

Defense; national defense 6 

Care for the elderly 4 

Foreign affairs 4 

Moral issues; ethics; religion 4 

Gore Voters 

Education 20% 

Health care; health care costs 16 

Social Security 14 

The economy 9 

Medicare 4 

Care for the elderly 4 

Poverty; the poor 4 

Gun control 4 

Prescription drug costs 4 

Abortion 3 

Gas prices 3 

The environment; pollution 3 

Foreign affairs 3 

Welfare; welfare reform 3 


Two of the most important differences bv party 
concern abortion and taxes—both among the top 
five issues for Republicans, but not for Demo¬ 
crats. The economy and Medicare, on the other 
hand, are top concerns for Democrats but are a 
lower priority for Republicans. 

There are also sharp differences between 

men and women 


Priorities for the Next President 
(Men vs. Women) 


Men 

Education 

Taxes 

Social Security 
The economy 
Gun control 
Health care 
Defense 
Gas prices 
Care for ihe elderly 
The federal deficit 
Foreign policy 


12 % 

9 

7 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 
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Women 

Health care 
Education 
Social Security 
Abortion 

Care for the elderly 

Medicare 

Taxes 

The economy 

Gun control 

Foreign policy 

Poverty; poor; homelessness 

Crime 

Welfare; welfare policy 
Prescription drug costs 


12 % 

11 

10 

6 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

2 

-7 

JL* 

2 

2 

7 


Several key patterns emerge from these data. 
Education is important to both genders, as is 
Social Security. Health care is the single most im¬ 
portant issue for women, but it drops down the list 
considerably among men, who also are more in¬ 
terested than are women in the next president at¬ 
tacking the economy and taxes. Gun control and 
defense are higher priorities for men than they are 
for women. 


Yes, read ....11% 


No, not read.] 6 

Unsure (vol.) ...] 

Not heard of; no children. 70 


Asked of those with children under age 18 
who have heard of Harry Potter: Have any 
of your children read the Harry Potter 
books, or had the books read to them? 


Yes, read ......41% 

No, not read ..56 

No opinion. 3 


Are any of your children planning to buy the 
new Harty Potter book, Harry' Potter and the 
Goblet of Fire, for sale in bookstores start¬ 
ing this weekend? 


Plan to buy. . . . 8 % 

Do not plan to buy. 19 

Unsure (vol.). 1 

Not heard of; no children.72 


JULY 13 

THE HARRY POTTER BOOKS 


Interview Dates 7/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Sconce 
Survey #GO 131046 


Have you heard or read about the children's 

book scries featuring a character named 
Hariy Potter? 


Yes .. 
No .. 


71% 

29 


Asked of those who have heard of the Hariy 
Pofier books, Do you personally have any 
children under the age of IS? 


Yes 

No 



Have any of your children read the Harry 
Potter books, or had the hooks read , 0 them » 


Also asked of those with children under age 
IS who have heard of Harry Potter: Are any 
of your children planning to buy the new 
Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the 
Goblet of Fire, for sale in bookstores start¬ 
ing this weekend? 


Plan to buy.29% 

Do not plan to buy. . 66 

No opinion ... 5 


Also asked of those who have heard of the 
Hany Potter books: Do you, personally, ap¬ 
prove or disapprove of the Harry Potter 
books? 




Have 

No 


National 

children 

children 


adults 

under 18 

under IS 

Approve .. 


59% 

47 % 

Disapprove 

•***■* 1 1 1 .7 

8 

6 

No opinion 

.41 

33 

47 
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Analysis; The latest book in author J. K. 
Rowling’s series, Harry Potter and the Goblet of 
fire, sold an unprecedented 3 million copies in its 
first weekend of sale. A Gallup Poll conducted 
July 6-9 demonstrates the widespread influence of 
the books. The vast majority of American adults 
are aware of tine Harry Potter books, over four out 
of ten parents who are aware of the books say that 
their children have read them, and about one-third 
say that their child plans on buying the latest in¬ 
stallment. While some critics have decried the 
books’ emphasis on witchcraft and violence, only 
a small percentage of respondents who have heard 
of the books have an unfavorable opinion of them. 

Seventy-one percent are aware of the books, 
while only 29% are unaware, underscoring the 
widespread nature of the Potter phenomenon 
across American society. Awareness is highest 
among those who are college graduates (85%) and 
those in higher income groups (80% of those with 
household incomes of $50,000 and over). Also, 
women are more likely' to have heard or read 
about Harry Potter than are men, 76% to 66 %, 

While many credit the Potter books with en¬ 
couraging children to read, there are critics who 
object to the books’ occasional depiction of vio¬ 
lence and their focus on wizardry. However, only 
7% of those who are aware of the books disap¬ 
prove of them, while 52% approve and the remain¬ 
ing 41% express no opinion. Those who consider 
themselves politically liberal are much more likely 
to approve than tire self-identified conservatives, 
63% to 41%. Disapproval is expressed by 12% of 
conservatives and only 2 % of liberals. 

Among parents who are aware of the Harry 
Potter series, 41% indicate that their children 
have read the Potter books, while 56% say that 
their children have not. Readership of these 
books is especially high for the following groups; 
those living in the suburbs ( 49 %), those with 
household incomes of $50,000 or more (47%), 
a nd those residing in the East (47%) and Midwest 
(44%). Roughly one in three parents (29%) who 
were aware of the Potter books indicated in the 
Weekend poll that they planned to buy the latest 
°ne. Parents in higher income households were 
especially likely to say their children would pur- 
c hase it (44% of those whose household income 


exceeds $75,000 and 35% of those whose house¬ 
hold income exceeds $50,000). These results sug¬ 
gest that roughly 8 % of all Americans expect to 
purchase the new book. 

JULY 14 

TRUST IN GOVERNMENT 

Interview Dates: 7/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131046 

I'd like to ask you several questions about 
our governmental system. First, how much 
trust and confidence do you have in our fed¬ 
eral government in Washington when it 
comes to handling each of the following—a 
great deal , a fair amount, not very much, or 
none at all: 


International problems ? 



2000 

2000 


Jul 

May 


6-0 

IS-21 

Great deal .. 

.. .17% 

8% 

Fair amount .. 

.. .55 

45 

Not very much. 

.. .21 

34 

None at all. . 

... .6 

12 

No opinion .. 

... .1 

1 


Domestic problems ? 



2000 

20(H) 


Jul 

Mas 


6-9 

18-21 

Great deal. 

... .10% 

11 % 

Fair amount .... . 

.48 

54 

Not very much. 

.30 

26 

None at all ......>>■■**• 

.10 

7 

n 

No opinion . .. * 

-> 

1 


Ax you know, our federal government is made 
up of three branches: an Executive bianeh, 
headed by the President: a Judicial brunch, 
headed by the U S. Supreme Court: and a 
Legislative branch, made up of the U S. 
Senate and House of Representatives. Hon 
much mist and confidence do you have at this 
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liitu* in each oj the follow ing—a great deal, a 
fair amount, not very much, or none at alt: 

The Executive branch, headed by the 
President? 



.18% 

Fair amount. 

JNJnt verv much 

47 

.23 

None at all. 

No opinion. 

.11 


The Judicial branch, headed by the US 
Supreme Court? 

Great deal.-.. - -. .23% 

Fair amount.,.52 

Not verv much.... 18 

None at all. .6 

No opinion.1 


The Legislative branch, consisting of the 
US, Senate and House of Representatives? 


Great deal 
Fair amount . 
Not very much 
None at all 
No opinion .. 


.... 11 % 
,...51 
...24 
.7 

• « m l 


Finally, how much trust and confidence do 
you have in general in men and women in po¬ 
litical life in this counhy who either hold or 
are running for public office—a great deal, a 
fair amount, not very much, or none at all? 


Great deal...... 

Fair amount 
Not very much .. 

None at oil. 

No opinion 


..7% 
.57 
.31 
..3 
. 2 


Do you think that quite a few of the people 
running the government area little crooked, 
that not very many are, or do you think 
hardly any of them are crooked? 


Quite a few. 

Not very' many .. 


49% 



Hardly any .. .8 

All are crooked (vol.).3 

No opinion.2 


Would you say the government is pretty 
much run by a few big interests looking out 
for themselves, or that it is run for the bene¬ 
fit of all the people? 


By few big interests....70% 

For benefit of all .25 

No opinion ......5 


How much of the time do you think you can 
trust the government in Washington to do 
what is right—just about always, most of the 
tune, or only some of the time ? 


Just about always .. 

Most of the time .. 

Only some of the time. 

Never (vol.). 

No opinion... 

'"Less than l % 



2 


4 


Analysis: A new Gallup Poll confirms that 
Americans hold more positive than negative 
views of the government in Washington, DC. in 
the way it deals with international and domestic 
problems, in the three branches of government, 
and in the men and women who hold public of¬ 
fice. The poll also shows that despite these posi¬ 
tive views, most of the public still have doubts 
about the integrity of some politicians and be¬ 
lieve that government is not necessarily run for 
the benefit of all the people. 

When respondents are asked how much trust 
and confidence they have in the federal govern¬ 
ment’s handling of international problems, 17% 
say “a great deal" and another 55% say "a fair 
amount," tor a total of 72% with some confi¬ 
dence in this aspect of government. Only 27% 
have "not very much” confidence or "none at 
all. ’ For handling domestic problems, the net 
level of confidence is considerably lower, but still 
with a clear majority giving a more positive than 
negative score, by 58% to 40%. 
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Substantial majorities also give positive trust 
and confidence ratings to the three branches of 
government. Three-quarters express a great deal 
or fair amount of confidence in the Judicial 
branch, while 68% express that view about the 
Legislative branch, and 65% say that about the 
Executive branch The results are similar for the 
trust and confidence ratings (64%) of the “men 
and women in political life in this country who 
either hold or are running for public office." 

Despite these positive ratings. Americans 
express negative views on other questions about 
government. About one-half say that "quite a few 
of the people running the government are a little 
crooked," and about seven in ten say that "the 
government is pretty much run by a few big inter¬ 
ests looking out for themselves." Just over half 
can trust the government in Washington to do 
what is right only some of the time, while only 
42% say they can trust the government to do 
what is right always or most of the time. 

This latter question, about whether the peo¬ 
ple trust the government in Washington to do 
what is right, was first asked by the University of 
Michigan in 1958. At that time, 16% could trust 
the government to do what is right "just about al¬ 
ways,” and another 57% said “most of the time,” 
lor a total of 73% who gave a high rating on this 
question. In 1964, 76% gave a high score, but by 
1970, in the wake of dissension over the Vietnam 


War, the percentage giving a high score had 
dropped to 54%, similar to the score in 1972 
(53%), In 1974, however, in die midst of the im¬ 
peachment proceedings against Richard Nixon, as 
well as a worsening economy, only 36% gave 
!%h ratings, and by 1980—with hostages in Iran, 
die gas lines, and inflation—the percentage had 
declined to just 25%. During Ronald Reagan’s 
presidency, the percentage who gave a high score 
c hmbed back up to just above the 40% level, but 
men declined again during the presidency of 
e °rge Bush and the first years of the Clinton ad¬ 
ministration, sinking to a low of 17% in June 
‘ die past six years, however, as the econ- 
° my ^ as flourished, the Washington trust ques- 
!? n has produced higher scores, so that today, 
, rUSt 1 ie fi oven iioent to do what is right ei- 
Uler aI1 or most of the time. 


The usefulness of this question is in the 
trend it provides, as there are no other questions 
of this sort that have been asked repeatedly over 
the past several decades. But the question can be 
misleading, suggesting that today only a minority 
hold a high level ol trust in government and its 
leaders. Other questions in this poll, however, 
suggest that contrary' to this view, substantial ma¬ 
jorities give the government positive ratings, de¬ 
pending on the question. 

In 1972, for example, when 53% said they 
could mist the government to do what is right all 
or most of the time, a Gallup Foil showed that 
70% had a great deal or fair amount of trust in the 
government’s handling of domestic problems. 
Today, both quesiions show a decline in trust and 
confidence, but the (iallup question on domestic 
problems still shows a clear majority with a posi¬ 
tive level of trust (58%), while the University of 
Michigan question—about how often the govern¬ 
ment does what is right—shows only 42% giving 
a positive score. 

The Gallup questions on the three branches 
of government show an even more positre pat¬ 
tern Confidence in the Judicial branch is now at 
75%, up from 66% in 1972. while confidence in 
the Legislative branch is at 68%, only slightly 
lower than in 1972 (71%) Even confidence in the 
Executive branch is expressed by a substantia! 
majority, with 65% giving a positive score, only a 
little lower than the 73% level that the Executive 
branch enjoyed just before Nixon’s landslide re- 
election m 1972. This positive pattern extends to 
politicians, with 64% today expressing a great 
deal or fair amount of confidence in their leaders. 


impared with 65% in 1972. 

At the same time that most Americans ex- 
ess positive views about the three branches of 
jvernmenl and their elected leaders, just over 
ilf (52%) also say that “quite a few” or “all” of 
e people running the government today are “a 
tie crooked,” compared with 3S% who t.x- 
essed that view in 1972. Thus, while one rating 
America’s political leaders suggests no difier- 
,ce in the public's views now compared with 
>72, the other rating suggests that public cyni- 
sin about these leaders has increased In addi- 
>n, the percentage who say that government is 
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pretty much run by a few big interests looking 
out for themselves rather than for the benefit ot 
all the people has increased from 59% in 1972 to 
10% today. 


JULY 17 

NEGATIVE CAMPAIGNING 

Interview Dates: 7/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey if GO 131046 


An opponent’s ties to special-interest groups? 

Fair. ..... ..76% 

Unfair. .21 

No opinion ,.....3 

An opponent's use of negative advertise¬ 
ments in their campaign? 

Fair.,...37% 

Unfair. 60 

No opinion. 3 


In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied 
with the way most candidates have con¬ 
ducted Nietr campaigns in recent years? 


An opponent's stands on issues like educa 
tion or military spending ? 


Satisfied...39% 

Dissatisfied .57 

No opinion , .4 


Fair. 

Unfair_ 

No opinion 


.94% 
. .5 


In recent years, do you think that political 
campaigns have become more negative, less 
negative, or are they about the same as they 
were in the past? 

More negative . 54 % 

Less negative. 8 

About the same . 37 

No opinion. ] 

I am going to read you a list of things a candi¬ 
date might bring up about an opponent. After 
each one, please tell me whether you think it 
is fair or unfair for a candidate to bring up: 


I am going to read you a list of things a can¬ 
didate might bring up about an opponent. 
After each one, please tell me whether you 
think it is an example of what you would 
consider to be negative campaigning: 

An opponent's extramarital relationships? 

Yes. is ...77% 

No, is not...21 

No opinion. 2 

An opponent’s use of illegal drugs before 
(he person held office? 


An opponent's extramarital relationships? 


Fair. 

Unfair 
No opinion 


30% 



a 


Yes. is ..72% 

No, is not...25 

No opinion..3 


An opponent’s ties to special-interest groups 


An opponent's use of illegal drugs before 
the person held office? 


Fair. 

Unfair. 

No opinion . 


.. .41% 
.. .57 


Yes, is . 42% 

No, is not ..54 

No opinion... 4- 


An opponent 's use of negative advertise¬ 
ments in their campaign ? 
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» m h 


Yes, is . ■. < 
No, is not .. 
No opinion . 


.80% 
.17 
. .3 


1 (strongly disagree) 
No opinion . _ 



An opponent’s stands on issues like educa¬ 
tion or military spending ? 


Yes, is ..19% 

No, is not..79 

No opinion.... 2 

Form A. I’m going to ask you some ques¬ 
tions about negative political advertisements 
and negative campaigning, that is, when 
candidates focus on the weaknesses of their 
opponents when campaigning for office. On 
a scale of 1-5 with 5 being that you strongly 
agree and 1 being that you strongly dis¬ 
agree, please tell me how much you agree 
with the following statements: 

Generally speaking, negative advertisements 
help me to learn about the candidates? 


5 

4 

3 

9 


(strongly agree). 


... .14% 
... .10 
. ...19 
,...16 


1 (strongly disagree) 
No opinion. 


40 

.1 


Negative advertisements have a place in 
campaigns? 


5 (strongly agree) . . 
4 ... 

3 

2 . 

I (strongly disagree) 
No opinion 


11 % 

.8 

20 

16 

44 

.i 


Negative advertisements make me feel less 
like voting on Election Day? 


(Wrongly agree) 

4 ,. 


9 


37% 

12 

16 


Form B. I'm going to ask you some ques¬ 
tions about negative political advertisements 
and negative campaigning, that is, when 
candidates focus on the weaknesses of their 
opponents when campaigning for office. On 
a scale of 1-5 with 5 being that you strongly 
agree and i being that you strongly dis¬ 
agree, please tell me how much you agree 
with the following statements: 

Generally speaking, negative advertisements 
help people to learn about the candidates? 


5 (strongly agree) 

4 

r r ■ -a 1 * A * i in a w * ■ p ■ ■■ i- 

3 H i i i I I ii i litiiiiJ 

9 

1 (strongly disagree) . 
No opinion. 


12 % 


.. .8 
..26 
..16 
..37 
. .1 


Negative advertisements have a place in 
campaigns ? 


5 (strongly agree) 

4. 

3 


1 (strongly disagree) 
No opinion. 


.12% 
. . .7 
, ,19 
..17 
, .44 
.. .1 


Negative advertisements make people feel 
less like voting on Election Day? 


5 (strongly agree) .. 
4 

3. 

.. 

I (strongly disagree) 

No opinion .. 


.46% 
.14 
,16 
.10 
.13 
. ,1 


Now, we’d like to ask you a few questions 
about campaign advertisement.s. // you had to 
choose, do you think it would be heifer if can¬ 
didates ran a tot of campaign advertisements, 
or ran very few campaign advertisements? 
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Ran a lot... 0,1/0 

Ran very few ....® * 

'j 

No opinion.*.~ 

If you had to choose, do you think it would 
be better if candidates ran mostly negative 
campaign advertisements, or ran no cam¬ 
paign advertisements at all ? 


Ran mostly negative ails .13% 

Ran no ads at all........84 

No opinion.......3 


If you had to choose, do you think it would 
be better if candidates ran campaign adver¬ 
tisements that were about equally negative 
and positive, or ran only positive campaign 
advertisements? 

Ran equally negative and positive.31% 


Ran only positive. 68 

No opinion..... .1 


Analysis: Some political observers surmise that 
the 2000 campaign for president may be one of 
the most negative presidential elections in recent 
history. The latest Gallup Poll underscores the 
potential risk inherent in this scenario, showing 
that the public has little tolerance for negative 
ads, or for political ads in general. Not only do 
people say they dislike seeing such ads, but they 
largely reject the argument that the information 
conv eyed can be valuable for voters. 

A majority ( 57 %) are dissatisfied with the 
way candidates have conducted their campaigns 
in recent years. One of the likely reasons for the 
public s dissatisfaction with recent campaign 
conduct is a perceived increase in the use of neg¬ 
ative campaign tactics by candidates. In fact, over 
half of the public (54%) feel that campaigns have 
become more negative than they were in the past, 
while only about one out of ten feet that cam¬ 
paigns are less negative than they used to be. 
Thirty-seven percent feel that campaigns are 
about as negative as they have always been. 

Americans have varying opinions about the 
kinds of tactics they consider to be “negative”: 


• More than seven in ten think that bringing 
up an opponent’s extramarital relation¬ 
ships and use of illegal drugs before the 
person held office are examples of nega¬ 
tive campaign tactics 

* The public, however, is fairly evenly di¬ 
vided in terms of whether they think that 
mentioning an opponent’s ties to special- 
interest groups constitutes negative cam¬ 
paigning, with 42% saying that it does 
and 54% saying that it does not 

• At the other end of the spectrum, only one 
out of five considers bringing up an oppo¬ 
nent’s stands on issues such as education 
or military spending to be negative 

* Four-fifths feel that the common tactic of 
criticizing an opponent for running nega¬ 
tive advertisements is itself an example of 
negative campaigning 

A different way to look at the tactics used m 
campaigning is to ask how “fair” it is to raise cer¬ 
tain issues. The poll results show that, while can¬ 
didates often complain that attacks by their 
opponents are “unfair,” Americans do not con¬ 
sider every kind of candidate criticism to be an 
unfair line of attack. More than nine out of ten 
believe that it is fair to bring up an opponent's 
stands on issues such as education or military 
spending. Bringing up an opponent’s lies to 
special-interest groups is thought to be fair by 
three out of four people. However, a majority 
think several topics are unfair for a candidate to 
bring up about an opponent, including extramari¬ 
tal a! fairs ( 68 %), an opponent’s use of negative 
advertisements (60%), and the use of illegal 
drugs before the person held office (57%). 

Candidates often defend their use of nega¬ 
tive advertisements by claiming that they are pro¬ 
viding important information to the public about 
their opponents. In general, however, a majority 
(56%) disagree that negative ads help them to 
learn about the candidates; only 24% agree. The 
public also questions the role of negative ads in 
elections overall, as three-fifths disagree that neg¬ 
ative advertisements have a place in campaign'' 
Importantly, many respondents also think nega¬ 
tive advertising affects their interest in voting* 
with almost half of those interviewed agreeing 
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that negative advertisements make them feel less 
like voting on Election Day. 

When they are asked to choose whether it 
would be better if candidates ran mostly negative 
advertisements or if they ran no campaign adver¬ 
tisements at all, a resounding 84% opt for no ad¬ 
vertisements. Additionally, most people would 
prefer to see only positive advertising rather than a 
mix that focuses on both the positive and negative 
aspects of each candidate: in a choice between 
campaigns with equally negative and positive ad¬ 
vertisements or only positive advertisements, two- 
thirds opt for only positive ones. But die value of 
campaign advertising in general is questioned by a 
majority, with 61 % preferring that campaigns run 
very few advertisements rather than a lot. 

JULY 18 

FLORIDA'S VERDICT AGAINST 
TOBACCO COMPANIES 

Interview Dates: 7/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131046 

Which of the following statements best de- 
scribes your view of who's to blame for the 
health problems faced by smokers in this 
country—the tobacco companies are com¬ 
pletely to blame, the tobacco companies are 
mostly to blame, smokers are mostly to 
blame, or smokers are completely to blame? 



2000 

1999 

1994 


Jul 

Sep 

Max 

Tobacco companies 

14-16 

23-26 

6-7 

completely__ 

Tobacco companies 

.. . 6 % 

9% 

5% 

mostly 

, ,20 

21 

20 

Smokers mostly . „. 

. .29 

31 

38 

Smokers completely . 

. .30 

24 

26 


Smokers and tobacco 
companies 


equally (vol.) .... 14 

13 

10 

No opinion . 1 

? 

to 

1 


4 s you may know, a Florida jury 1 Friday or¬ 
dered tobacco companies to pay $145 bil¬ 


lion in damages to Florida smokers who 
have been made sick by smoking. Would you 
say you approve or disapprove of this deci¬ 
sion by the Florida jury? 


Approve. .. . 37 % 

Disapprove.. 59 

No opinion. 4 


Analysis: The American public disagrees with the 
verdict handed down by Florida jurors who, last 
Friday, awarded SI45 billion to smokers who 


have become ill as a result of smoking. Not only 
do a majority say that they disapprove of the ver¬ 
dict, a majority also say that smokers themselves, 
rather than the tobacco companies, are the ones 
responsible for the injurious effects of smoking. 
The tendency of respondents to blame smokers 
rather than the cigarette companies has been evi¬ 
dent in Gallup Poll data lor the past several years. 
These feelings persist despite the fact that almost 
all Americans consider smoking to be harmful 
and to be a cause oflung cancer and heart disease. 

In 1994. Gallup first asked the public where 
they put die blame for smoking-related problems. 
At that lime, 64% said that smokers themselves are 
either mostly or completely to blame lor “the 
health problems faced by smokers in this country.” 
while only 25% said that die tobacco industry was 
either completely or mostly to blame Now, six 
years later, in a poll that came immediately in ihe 
wake of the Florida verdict, there has been very lit¬ 
tle substantive change on this measure. Fifty-nine 
percent in llie current poll say that smokers are 10 
blame for their own problems, with just 26% say¬ 
ing, as the jurors did, that the tobacco companies 
are mostly or completely to blame; 14% say that 


uh are to blame equally. 

Given the public’s perceptions that smokers, 
ther than big tobacco, are responsible tor the 
oblems associated with smoking, it may not be 
irprising that, when asked explicitly about 

iday's decision. 59% said they disapproved of 
...mi,. nnlv 17% annroved. There are 


subgroups: 
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• Support for the Florida decision declines 
with aee, although in no case does a ma¬ 
jority of any age group approve. Forty- 
four percent of younger Americans, ages 
18-29, approve, compared to 34% ol 
those who are 50 and older 

• Support for the verdict is much higher on 
the two coasts, with those in the Midwest 
and the South much less likely to approve. 
In fact, only 28% living in the South— 
home of much of this nation’s tobacco 
production—agree with the jury, com¬ 
pared to 46% of I easterners and 45% of 
those living in the West 

• Liberals (45%) and Democrats (40%) are 
more likely to approve of the decision than 
are conservatives (31%) and Republicans 
(27 %). Indeed. 67% of Republicans say 
that smokers are to blame for smoking- 
related problems, compared to 53% of 
Democrats 

The lack of support for die jury’s dramatic punish¬ 
ment of the tobacco industry comes despite the 
fact that respondents overwhelmingly agree, as 
they have for years, that smoking is a harmful 
practice. Ninety-five percent say that smoking is 
harmful to the smoker’s health, and large majori¬ 
ties say that smoking is a cause of both lung cancer 
and heart disease. In fact, 45% say that smoking 
has been a cause of problems within their family, 

JULY 19 
“SURVIVOR” 

Interview Dates 7/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey £GO 131046 


Have you heard or read about the CBS televi¬ 
sion show , "Survivor, ” broadcast on Wednes¬ 
day nights? 


Yes 

No 



Have you, yourself, happened to watch 


u Survivor "? 

Yes , .. 

No . 



If you had to choose between the following 
(wo ways to win $1 million on a television 
show, which would you choose—to compete 
among strangers on an island for survival, 
or to live in a house with a group of people 
for three months where everything you do is 
videotaped and broadcast on television ? 

Compete on an island ...48% 

Live in a house *34 

No opinion . ............IS 

How do you feel about television shows that 
are based on observing people in real life 
situations—do you love, like, dislike, or hate 


these types of shows? 

Love.....4% 

Like.. .41 

Dislike ... 34 

Hate . 14 

Both; neither (vol.) . 3 

No opinion..-. .4 


Analysis: The new CBS television program 
‘'Survivor," which features contestants competing 
to remain on a deserted island and gain the $1 mil¬ 
lion grand prize, has climbed to the top of the 
Nielsen ratings and into the discussions of 
Americans everywhere. Eighty-four percent have 
heard of or read about the program, This number is 
relatively constant across all demographic groups 
Among those who say they have heard of 
“Survivor,” 45% have watched the program 
Viewership is higher among young and middle- 
aged Americans, as 50% of 18-29 year olds 
watch “Survivor," compared with 44% among 
the 30-49 year olds, 50% among the 50-64 year 
olds, but only 32% among those 65 and older 
The number of viewers is higher among non¬ 
whiles (59%) than among whites (43%). 

The success of “Survivor," combined with 
the recent debut of CBS’s “Big Brother" and 
MTV’s long-running “Real World’ 1 and “Road 
Rules" programs, leads to a larger question about 
shows bused on real life situations. Do Americans 
like programs of this nature? The jury is still out 
In the July 6-9 survey, 45% “love" or “like 
shows based on observing people in real 10 
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while 48% either “dislike" or “hate" that type of 
program. Age is a significant factor in the re¬ 
sponses, as 68% of 18-29 year olds say they love 
or like reality-based television, compared with 
44% of 30-49 year olds, 34% of 50-64 year olds, 
and 32% of those 65 and older. 

By a margin of 48% to 34%, respondents 
would prefer to compete for S1 million by vying 
among strangers for survival on an island (the 
“Survivor” premise) rather than by living in a 
house for three months with all of their actions 
videotaped (“Big Brother"); another 18% express 
no opinion. Men are more likely to choose island 
survival (56%) than are women (41%). Choice of 
program is also related to political philosophy, with 
conservatives more likely than liberals to opt for 
the island over the house scenario. Conservatives 
choose the island by a margin of 52% to 27%. 
while moderates make the same choice by 47% to 
36%. Liberals are almost evenly divided, with 42% 
choosing the island and 44% die house. 

JULY 19 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS 

Interview Dates: 7/14-16/00 
CNN/t/SA 7brfu>/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131079 

How suppose that the presidential election 
were being held today, and it included Al 
Gore as the Democratic Party’s candidate, 
George W. Bush as the Republican Party's 
candidate, Pat Buchanan as the Reform 
Party candidate, and Ralph Nader as the 
Green Party candidate. Would you vote for 
Al Gore, the Democrat; George IP. Bush, 
the Republican; Pat Buchanan, the Reform 
Party candidate; or Ralph Nader, the Green 
Party candidate? [IF UNSURE; As of today, 
do you lean toward Al Gore, the Democrat: 
George W. Bush, the Republican; Pat 
Buchanan, the Reform Party candidate; or 
Ralph Nader, the Green Party candidate?} 

Gore Bitsh Buchanan Natter 

Likely Voters 

2000 J ul 14-16 .. .43% 45% 3% 5% 


2000 Jun 23-25 .. .38 50 2 6 

2000 Jun 6-7.4! 46 2 6 

"“‘Other (vol,); no opinion" is omitted. 

If Al Gore were the Democratic Party’s can¬ 
didate and George IP. Bush were the Repub¬ 
lican Party's candidate, whom would you be 
more likely to vote for—Al Gore, the Demo¬ 
crat, or George IP. Bush, the Republican * 
[IF UNDECIDED: As of today, do you lean 
more toward Al Gore, the Democrat, or 
George IP. Bush, the Republican '-'} 



Gore 

Bush 

Other 
{vol); 
no 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000Jul 14-16 ... 

.. .46% 

48% 

6% 

2000 Jul 6-9 .... 

. . 41 

50 

9 

2000 Jun 23-25 .. 

.. .39 

52 

9 

2000Jun6-7 .... 

.. .44 

48 

8 

Registered Voters 
2000 Jul 14-16 ,. . 

.. .45 

47 

8 

2000 Jul 6-9 .... 

,. 44 

45 

11 

2000 Jun 23-25 .. 

...42 

48 

10 

2000Jun6-7 .... 

.. .44 

46 

10 


Asked of Gore supporters: In your view, how 
important is it that A l Gore is elected presi¬ 
dent in November—extremely important, 
very important , somewhat important, not too 
important, or not at all important ? 


Extremely important 
Very important. . , 
Somewhat important 
Not too important. 
Not at all important 
No opinion. 


.17% 
.36 
.34 
. .8 
. 3 


Asked of Bush supporters: In your view, lion 
important is it that George VP Bush is elected 
president in November—extremely important, 
very important ; somewhat important . not too 
important, or not at all important? 

Extremely important." 

Very' important..* 
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Somewhat important. - u 

Not too important-... -. 

Not at all important.-...^ 

No opinion...* 

Analysis: The latest Gallup Poll shows Texas 
Governor George W. Bush leading Vice President 
A1 Gore among likely voters in the race for presi¬ 
dent by just 2 percentage points, 48% to 46%, a 
significant though small improvement for Gore 
over polls conducted in late June and early July. A 
week ago. Bush was up by 50% to 41%, and two 
weeks before that he led by 52% to 39%. Still, de¬ 
spite Bush’s recent double-digit advantage over 
Gore, the longer-term trend shows that the basic 
structure of the race has not changed over die past 
six months, as Bush’s lead has averaged about 6 
points, varying from a low of l to a high of 13. As 
the election process moves to the conventions and 
the candidates’ selection of vice presidential run¬ 
ning mates, history suggests that there could be 
more dramatic movement in the public’s vote. 

The current poll also shows Bush leading 
Gore by 2 points in a hypothetical race that in¬ 
cludes Reform Party candidate Patrick Buchanan 
and Green Party candidate Ralph Nader. In this 
contest. Bush receives 45% support among likely 
voters. Gore 43%, Nader 5%, and Buchanan 3%, 
with the rest undecided The last Gallup Poll that 
included these four candidates was conducted 
June 23-25. when Bush led Gore by 12 points, 
50% to 38%, with Nader getting 6% support and 
Buchanan 2%. In general, Gallup Polls have indi¬ 
cated that the inclusion of Nader and Buchanan 
on the national ballot has little effect on the mar¬ 
gin between Bush and Gore, despite the fact that 
some observers have suggested that a Nader can¬ 
didacy would disproportionately drain away 
Democratic voters from Gore. 

Tile increased support for Gore in the current 
poll o\ cr the two previous surveys comes primar¬ 
ily from independents who lean to the Democratic 
Party. This group has been particularly fickle over 
the past several months, giving Gore only 64% 
support in late June, when Bush led by 13 points 
overall, but now shows 86% support for Gore. 
Among Democratic Party regulars, support for 
Gore has been less volatile, ranging from 80% to 


the current level of 88%. By contrast. Bush’s sup¬ 
port among Republicans has been relatively 
steady and robust, even among independents who 
lean Republican. Support for Bush among this 
group has not gone below 83%, while it has 
reached 93% at its high point. Currently, 85% of 
Republican-leaning independents support Bush, 
compared with 92% of party regulars. Bush’s sup¬ 
port among the party regulars has fluctuated 
within the narrow range of 89% to 92%. 

Only about 8% to 12% oflikely voters are in¬ 
dependents who do not lean to either the 
Republican or Democratic Party. Typically, 40% to 
50% do not choose either major party’s candidate, 
indicating they are unsure or that they will vote for 
someone else. Currently, tills group of nonleaning 
independents favors Bush by 8 points, 28% to 20%. 
about average for the past six months. The current 
poll also suggests that Bush’s supporters are some¬ 
what more intense about their commitment than are 
Gore’s supporters. Among respondents who say 
they would vote for Bush, 60% feel it is important 
that he be elected president, including 27% who 
say “extremely” important and another 33% who 
say “very” important. Among Gore’s voters, 
slightly fewer (53%) say it is important that their 
candidate be elected, including only 17% who say 
“extremely” important, and another 36% who say 
“very” important. 

JULY 20 

NATIONAL POLITICAL CONVENTIONS 

Interview Dates: 7/14—16/00 
Cm/USA 7oda>7Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131079 

Thinking about the political conventions in 
general, do you think the political parties 
should stop having national conventions, or 
do you think the national conventions sail 
ser\'e a useful purpose? 

Should stop having conventions ..34% 


Still serve useful purpose .*63 

No opinion...9 


Please tell me if each of the following words 
describes or does not describe political 
conventions: 
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Informative? 

Describes.68% 

Does not describe .28 

No opinion. .4 

Entertaining 9 

Describes .38 /c 

Does not describe.,.. , .60 

No opinion. 2 


Boring ? 

Describes... ,70% 

Does not describe.27 

No opinion...3 


lions, how much of the convention coverage 
that you watch will you be viewing on the 
broadcast networks of CBS, ABC, or NBC, as 
opposed to the all-news networks on cable 
such as CNN, MSNBC, and C-SPAN—will 
you mostly watch the broadcast networks, 
mostly watch the cable networks, or watch 
about the same amount on each ? 


Mostly broadcast networks .34% 

Mostly cable networks ..,26 

Same on each. .37 

No opinion. .3 


Do you plan to get any news about the con¬ 
ventions from the Internet, or not 0 


Good for democracy? 


Describes..66% 

Does not describe..28 

No opinion ...6 


How much of the Republican convention do 
you plan to watch on television—all or most 
of it, some of it, only a little of it, or none at 
all? 


All or most..11% 

Some . 29 

Only a little ..28 

None at all. 32 

No opinion. * 


*Lessthan 1% 

How much of the Democratic convention do 
you plan to watch on television—all or most 
of it, some of it, only a little of it, or none at 
all? 


All or most.13% 

Some . 27 

Only a little . .26 

None at all..33 

No opinion. 1 


Asked of those who are planning to watch the 
conventions: Still thinking about the conven- 


Yes .. 
No .. 



Analysis: Republicans will gather in Philadelphia 
for their party's national convention on 
July 31-August 3, and Democrats will assemble 
in Los Angeles on August 14-17 for their conven¬ 
tion. Many critics argue that party conventions arc 
no longer necessary since expansion of direct pri¬ 
maries has made selecting each party's presiden¬ 
tial nominee at llie conventions mere formalities. 
This view is reinforced by the decision of broad¬ 
cast networks to scale back their prime-Ume cov¬ 
erage of conventions in recent election years 
According to the latest Gallup Poll, the public dis¬ 
agrees with this sentiment, however, as 67% think 
conventions still serve a useful purpose, ulule 
only 24% think the parlies should stop having 
conventions. In fact, a greater proportion today 
believes that conventions are useful compared to 
July 1992. when only 52% thought so. 

Despite the endorsement of conventions as a 
valuable activity, only 7% will watch “all or 
most” of both parties’ conventions. At the other 
extreme, about one in lour (26%) do not plan to 
watch any part of either convention. Still, half 
(50%) will watch at least some of either the 
Republican or Democratic convention, and 30%. 

plan to watch at least some of both. 

Despite their viewing intentions. Americans 
perceive watching the conventions as an 
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important civic duty. The poli shows 68% believe 
that conventions are ‘informative, and 66% de¬ 
scribe them as “good for democracy.” The gap be¬ 
tween perceived importance and intended 
viewership may be due to the (act that most peo¬ 
ple do not expect the conventions to provide 
highly involving, compelling programming. 
Seventy percent describe conventions as “boring, 
while only 38% agree that they are “entertaining." 

At this stage neither convention seems to 
have an edge in terms of capturing the public s at¬ 
tention. Only 11% will watch “all or most" of the 
Republican convention, while 29% will watch 
“some" of it, and 28% will watch “only a little.” 
The percentages are similar for the Democratic 
convention, as 13% say they will watch “all or 
most,” 27% will watch “some," and 26% will 
watch “only a little." Not surprisingly. Repub¬ 
licans are more likely to watch more of the 
Republican convention (56% at least “some of it”), 
and Democrats are more likely to watch more of 
the Democratic convention (58% at least “some of 
it”). About one in three partisans will watch at 
least some of the opposition parly’s convention, as 
33%. of Republicans will watch some of the 
Democratic convention and 37% of Democrats 
plan to watch some of the Republican convention. 
For the most part, however, convention audiences 
are primarily comprised of a party’s faithful. 

Among those who plan to watch either con¬ 
vention, 34% say they will mostly watch the cov¬ 
erage on the broadcast networks such as ABC, 
CBS, and NBC; 26% will mostly watch cable 
news networks such as CNN, MSNBC, and 
C-SPAN; and 37% will watch roughly the same 
on each. About one out of five will get some 
news on the conventions from the Internet. 

There are distinctly different views of the 
conventions by age group within the U.S. popula¬ 
tion. Younger Americans, particularly those 
18-29, are most likely to say that the political 
conventions still serve a useful purpose today 
(83%) and are informative (84%-). Older people, 
on the other hand, perhaps because they have a 
better historical feel for the “good old days” 
when the conventions determined party presiden¬ 
tial nominees, are least likely to say that they are 
informative today (63% over age 50) and good 


for democracy (60% over age 50). At the same 
time, younger people are least likely to say that 
they will be watching the conventions (32% of 
those aged 18-29 will not watch either conven¬ 
tion), while older people are most likely to watch 
(only 11% of those aged 65 and older will not 
watch eiliier convention). 

JULY 21 

GOP VICE PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE’S 
POSITION ON ABORTION 

Interview Dates: 7/14—.6/00 
CNN/t/SA r«toy/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131079 

Asked of Bush supporters: If George W. 
Bush chooses a vice presidential running 
mate who disagrees with your opinion on 
abortion, which of the following would best 
describe your reaction—it would not affect 
you and you would still vote for Bush, you 
would be upset but would probably still vote 
for Bush, or you would not vote for Bush? 



All 

Pro-choice 

Pro-hfu 


Bush 

Bush 

Bush 

Not affect, would 

voters 

voters 

voters 

vote for Bush . .. 
Upset, would vote 

. . .39% 

53% 

24% 

for Bush... 

Would not vole 

...48 

38 

58 

for Bush.. . 

. . ,12 

8 

16 

No opinion. 

■ a m■ f ^ 

1 

2 


Have you ever changed your mind and voted 
for a presidential candidate whom you 
would not have voted for otherwise because 
of that candidate’s selection of a vice presi¬ 
dential running mate? 


Yes.- .9% 

No .....88 

No opinion.3 


Have you changed your mind and not voted 
for a presidential candidate whom you 
would have voted for otherwise because of 
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that candidate's selection of a vice presiden¬ 
tial running mate? 


Yes -...8% 

No ..... # * i,. • ....89 

No opinion.3 


Analysis: George W. Bush has indicated that, 
above all, his selection of a vice presidential run¬ 


ning male should “do no harm." “You want 
somebody who’s not going to hurt you,” Bush is 
quoted as saying in a recent Associated Press arti¬ 
cle. With pro-life activists threatening to drop 
their support for Bush if he selects a pro-choice 
running mate, Bush's comment may be an indi¬ 
rect reference to abortion which, at least publicly, 
has emerged as the thorniest issue in his selection 
process in recent weeks. Reform Party challenger 
Pat Buchanan has raised the stakes by threatening 
to draw pro-life votes away from the Republican 
ticket If Bush selects someone such as the pro- 
choice governor of Pennsylvania, Thomas Ridge. 

A recent Gallup Poll finds that if history is 
any gauge, there is little risk that many of Bush's 
current supporters will change their minds and 
vole for someone else solely on the basis of his 
vice presidential choice. Only 8% (including 8% 
of Republican voters and 9% of Democrats) say 
they have ever dropped their support for a presi¬ 
dential candidate because of his running mate. 

With the race for president tightening in re¬ 
cent weeks, however, even a small shift in votes 


away from Bush has the potential to cost him the 
election. Gallup’s latest poll shows that Bush’s 
lead over A1 Gore has fallen from 12 points late 
hist month to just 2 points today. Forty-five per¬ 
cent ot likely voters now intend to support Bush 
and 43% favor Gore, with 5% going to Green 
Party nominee Ralph Nader and 3% to Reform 
Party candidate Pat Buchanan. 

The pro-life position prevails among the 
ranks of Bush supporters. More than half of vot- 
ers w ho are now backing Bush (53%) describe 
toeir views on abortion as “pro-life," compared to 
39% who are “pro-choice” (the rest don’t use ci- 
er Phrase to describe themselves). By contrast. 
Core s voter base is overwhelmingly pro-choice, 
> a 65% to 27% margin. 


Gallup probed the issue further by asking 
Bush s supporters about the importance of the 
vice presidential candidate’s position on abortion 
to their vote. The result: while most voters say 
they will slick with Bush regardless of the abor¬ 
tion views of his running mate, there appears to 
be more risk involved in choosing someone who 
is pro-choice. Close to four in ten Bush voters 
(39%) describe themselves as pro-life and say 
that they would he disturbed by Bush choosing a 
running male who “disagrees with your opinion 
on abortion.” Only 18% oi Bush voters are pro- 
choice and say the same thing Thus, Bush risks 
antagonizing more than twice as many supporters 
if he opts for a pro-choice candidate than if he se¬ 
lects a pro-hfe candidate. 

The percentage of both of these groups who 
go so far as to say they would change their minds 
and not vote for Bush because of the vice presi¬ 
dential nominee's abortion position, however, is 
relatively small 11% overall, including 8% of 
Bush voters who are pro-life and 3% of Bush vot¬ 
ers who are pro-choice. The difference between 
the 8% of pro-life voters who would potentially 
abandon Bush and the 3% of pro-choice voters 
who would do the same is not statistically signifi¬ 
cant given die sample size of total Bush voters in¬ 
volved. However, theoretically, the net loss of 
5% of Bush’s voters over a pro-choice selection 
would convert Bush’s slim lead over Gore to at 
least a 1-point deficit—even more if those voters 
switch directly to Gore rather than go to a third 
party candidate such as Buchanan However, this 
does not take into account the potential gain in 
support Bush might earn from moderate indepen¬ 
dents and Democrats by signaling through a pro- 
choice vice presidential pick ihui he is less than 
hard-core in his pro-lile stance. 


JULY 24 

MISSILE defense system 


Interview Dates: 7/14^16/00 
CNN/MI/1 r^dav/Giillup Poll 
Survey #GO 131079 


How closely have you been following the 
news about the possibility of the United 
States building a defense system against 
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nucfeai missiles—very closely , somewhat 
cfoseiv, nos too closely, or not at all closely ? 


Very closely. 

Somewhat closely .. 

Not too closely. 

Not at all closely 
No opinion ......... 


■ ■ , *-!.**■■* 





»**!■* * ^ 

.31 

...25 

.1 


Do you think the government should or 
should not spend the money that would be 
necessary to build such a system? 

w r 


Yes, should . 53% 

No. should not...36 

No opinion.. .11 


Whom, as president, would you have more 
confidence in to make decisions about such 
a missile defense system—Al Gore „ or 


George IV. Bush'-'’ 

Gore. ,37% 

Bush. 48 

Both equally (vol.) .. 3 

Neither (vol.)..5 


No opinion .....7 


Analysis: Slightly more than half of the American 
public (53%) remain supportive of the construction 
oi a nuclear missile defense system. The current 
level of support, as measured in a July 14-16 
Gallup Poll, is consistent with that found in a survey 
conducted in May, pnor to llie July test of die sys¬ 
tem that ended in failure. In May, 55% of the public 
supported die system’s development. The level of 
opposition has also stayed roughly the same across 
the two polls, from 38% in May to 36% in July; 7% 
did not have an opinion in May vs. 11% in July 
Republicans now are more supportive of the missile 
defense system than are Democrats and indepen¬ 
dents, with more than six in ten Republicans (63%) 
supporting it, compared to 51% of Democrats and 
47% of independents Moreover, men appear to be 
considerably more interested in the missile defense 
system issue than are women, with 57% of men 
claiming to follow die news coverage closely, com¬ 
pared to only 31 % of women. 

Public opinion surrounding die missile defense 
issue shifts slighdy when the basic arguments sup¬ 


porting and opposing the development of the system 
are presented. In the May 23-24 poll, when respon¬ 
dents were told diat the purpose of the missile de¬ 
fense system is to “protect the United States from 
missile attack” but that it might be “too costly” and 
could “interfere with existing arms treaties with the 
Russians,” the level of support decreased to 48%, 
compared to 55% when die support-or-oppose ques¬ 
tion was asked without tiie explanation of argu¬ 
ments for both sides. The inclusion of the 
arguments results in a slight increase in the level of 
opposition, from 38% to 42%, and the proportion 
who have no opinion increases to 10%. compared to 
7%, At the same time, a similar, although not identi¬ 
cal, question that asked about a possible "Star 
Wars” system in 1985 yielded a very similar reac¬ 
tion, with 45% in favor and 47% opposed. 

The possible development of a nuclear mis¬ 
sile defense system is not a very important issue in 
the minds of Americans. The majority admits to 
not paying much attention to the news coverage 
surrounding this issue, with 56% claiming to be 
following the news “not too closely” or “not at all 
closely ” In contrast, only one in ten (11%) claim 
to be following the news coverage “very closely,” 
and 32% “somewhat closely.” This level of atten¬ 
tion is significantly below that given to many high- 
profile news issues measured using this scale, and 
it is at about the same attention level as was paid to 
such news events as the Los Alamos nuclear se¬ 
crets controversy or the flying of the Confederate 
flag above the capitol in South Carolina. 

Following the failure of the missile defense 
test, the future of the proposed system is very much 
in doubt The next president will likely decide how 
much of an investment to make in a missile defense 
system. Americans would have more confidence in 
George W. Bush to make such a decision than they 
would in Al Gore (48% vs, 37%). 

JULY 26 

CONVENTION BOUNCE” 

Analysis: Gallup election polling trends suggest 
that the Republican Party can reliably be p rc ' 
dieted to enjoy an increase in voter support lor its 
presidential ticket over the course of the Repub¬ 
lican convention next week in Philadelphia, as 
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can the Democratic Party next month in Los 
Angeles. Gallup Polls going back to 1964 show 
that most presidential candidates enjoy an in¬ 
crease in the percentage of voters supporting 
them immediately after their national conven¬ 
tions, compared to polls conducted just prior to 
the event. While there has been wide variation in 
the size of this “bounce” in different years, the 
average bounce across the eighteen Republican 
and Democratic conventions held since 1964 is 
roughly 6 percentage points. That average holds 
whether a convention is held first or second in a 
particular year, whether the candidate is an in¬ 
cumbent president or a challenger, and whether it 
is a Republican or Democratic convention. 


Post-Convention Increases in Support, 

1964-1996 


Election 

Candidate 

Point 

bounce 

1996 

Bill Clinton 

5 

1996 

Bob Dole 

3 

1992 

Bill Clinton 

16 

1992 

George Bush 

5 

1988 

George Bush 

6 

1988 

Michael Dukakis 

7 

1984 

Ronald Reagan 

4 

1984 

Walter Mondale 

9 

1980 

Ronald Reagan 

S 

1980 

Jimmy Carter 

10 

1976 

Jimmy Carter 

9 

1976 

Gerald Ford 

5 

1972 

Richard Nixon 

7 

1972 

George McGovern 

0 

1968 

Richard Nixon 

5 

1968 

Hubert Humphrey 

i 

1964 

Lyndon Johnson 

2 

1964 

Barry Goldwater 

5 


Nineteen sixty-four is the starting point tor 
Gallup’s measurement of this phenomenon. For 
roost elections prior to 1964, it is not possible to 
calculate a clear bounce due to the close liming 
{) t the two conventions or to the infrequent num- 
of polls during the convention period. 

The convention bounce surrounding Bill 
Glinton s 1992 bid for president has taken on al- 
roost mythical proportions because of its dramatic 


size. In nnd-July ot ’92, Clinton entered the 
Democratic convention period trailing George 
Bush by a 48% to 40% margin, and he emerged at 
the end leading by a 56% to 34%. margin, yielding 
a 16-point bounce for Clinton. This occurred, how¬ 
ever. under an unprecedented circumstance: Ross 
Perot (a strong third-party candidate at the time) 
withdrew from the presidential nice on the last 
night of the Democratic convention, creating an 
unusual political vacuum that Clinton was able to 
fill al the peak of media coverage surrounding his 
convention By contrast, George Bush’s bounce 
based on the Republican convention that year was 
much closer to the historical norm, gaining just 5 
points in voter support (from 37% to 42%) 

The next highest bounces in the Gallup 
records were both for Jimmy Carter In 1980 
Carter entered the Democratic convention with 
only 29% of the support of registered voters and 
left with 39%, a 10-point bounce. Tins lifted 
Carter from second place behind Ronald Reagan 
to a tie for first place. Carter had a bounce of 
nearly the same magnitude in 1976, when he 
picked up 9 points. Walter Mondale also picked 
up 9 points in 19S4 in his bid against Reagan. 

However, according to Gallup records, mt 
convention bounces have been more moderate in 
size, ranging trom 4 to 8 points. There have been 
moderately high bounces of 7 or 8 points for three 
candidates since 1964: Michael Dukakis in 1988, 
Ronald Reagan in 1980, and Richard Nixon in 
1972 Presidential candidates with average 
bounces of 4 to 6 points include Clinton in 1996, 
Bush in 1992 and 1988, Reagan in 1984, Gerald 
Ford in 1976. Nixon in 1968, and Barry Goldwater 
in 1964. Bob Dole in 1996, Hubert Humphrey in 
1968, and Lyndon Johnson in 1964 received small 

bounces, on the order of just 2 to 3 points. 

Only one of the last eighteen conventions 
has failed to produce any bounce whatever tor its 
standard-bearer: the fractious Democratic con¬ 
vention of 1972 that yielded no gam lor George 
McGovern. In fact, his opponent. Richard Nixon, 
actually saw his share of the vote increase (from 
53% to 56%) over the course ol the Democratic 

convention. , 

The size of a candidate’s convention bounce 

is not a precursor of victory in November. On the 
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contrary, two of the four candidates who received 
particularly high increases as a result ol their con¬ 
ventions (Carter in 1980 and Mondale in 1984) 
subsequently lost the election, and a third (Carter 
in 1976) barely won. Only Clinton’s large bounce 
in 1992 corresponded with a decisive victory. 


Convention Bounce Statistics, 1964-1996 



Average 

Average 


point 

point 


bounce 

bounce 


including 

excluding 


1992 

1992 

All conventions 

6-1 

5.5 

Calendar Order 

First conventions 

6.9 

5.S 

Second conventions 

5.2 

5.3 

Political Party 

Republican conventions 

5.3 

5.4 

Democratic conventions 

6.8 

5.6 

Candidate Status 

Incumbents’ conventions 

5.6 

5.7 

Challengers’ conventions 

7.1 

5.7 


Size ot bounce also docs not seem to be related 
to convention order. The average bounce for the 
candidates whose conventions came first in each 
election has been almost 7 points, compared to 
roughly 5 points for those whose conventions came 
second. But if one excludes 1992 with Clinton’s ex- 
traordinarily high bounce figures, that difference 
nearly disappears. On this basis, the average bounce 
since 1964 was about 6 points for all first conven¬ 
tions and about 5.5 points i or second conventions. 

Neither party appears to have an advantage 
when it comes to convention bounces, with die av¬ 
erage bounce being roughly the same for both. 
Across all eight presidential elections since 1964. 
the average convention bounce for Republicans has 
been just over 5 points, and for Democrats it has 
been dose to 7 points. However, excluding 1992 , 
the parlies are virtually tied at roughly 5.5 points, 

History also suggests that in years when an in¬ 
cumbent president runs for reelection, he has been 
just as likely to benefit from a bounce as his chal¬ 
lenger. Again excluding 1992, the average conven¬ 
tion bounce for incumbent presidential candidates 
ls roughly 5.5 points lor both types of candidates. 


The latest Gallup Poll of likely voters shows 
George W, Bush leading A1 Gore in the race for 
president by just 2 points, 48% to 46%, If Bush 
receives the average bounce as a result of the con¬ 
vention coverage, including news of his vice pres¬ 
idential pick, tile race could widen to as much as 
14 points. However, the Democratic convention 
that follows can just as reasonably be expected to 
reduce that lead. Receiving an average bounce ts, 
of course, no certainty for any given convention, 
which means that a key election indicator this 
year will be the state of the election as Labor Day 
approaches, after each convention has had its op¬ 
portunity to work its bounce “magic.” 


.JULY 27 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS/ 

DICK CHENEY 

Interview Date: 7/24/00 
CUH/USA Tbrfoy/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131133 

As you may know, Republican presidential 
candidate George W. Bush is reported to be 
leaning toward choosing former Secretaiy oj 
Defense Dick Cheney as his vice presidential 
running mate. Al Gore and Pat Buchanan 
will choose their vice presidential running 
mates later this summer. Now suppose that 
the presidential election were being held 
today, and it included Al Gore as the 
Democratic Party’s candidate, George W 
Bush and Dick Cheney as the Republican 
Party's candidates, Pat Buchanan as the 
Reform Party candidate, and Ralph Nader 
and Winona LciDuke as the Green Party can¬ 
didates. Would you vote for Al Gore , the 
Democrat; George IV. Bush and Dick Cheney, 
the Republicans; Pat Buchanan, the Reform 
Party candidate; or Ralph Nader and Winona 
LaDuke, the Green Party candidates? [U" 
UNSURE: As of today, do you lean toward Al 
Gore, the Democrat; George IV. Bush and 
Dick Cheney, the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan, the Reform Party candidate; ot 
Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the Green 
Party candidates?] 
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Bush/ Nader/ 

Core Cheney Buchanan LaDuke* 

Registered Voters 

2000 Jul 241'.41% 49% 1% 3% 

2000 Jul 14-16 ...41 43 3 6 

2000 Jun 23-25 .. .40 47 3 6 

2000 Jun 6-7 .42 43 3 5 

2000 Apr 28-30.. ,42 44 4 4 


*“Other (vol.); no opinion” is omitted. 
fVice presidential candidates Dick Cheney and 
Winona LaDuke included on ballot beginning 
July 24 

If Al Gore were the Democratic Party's can¬ 
didate and George W. Bush and Dick Cheney 
were the Republican Party’s candidates, 
whom would you be more likely to vote for — 
Al Gore, the Democrat, or George W. Bush 
and Dick Cheney, the Republicans? /IP UN¬ 
DECIDED: As of today, do you lean more 
toward Al Gore, the Democrat, or George IV 
Bush and Dick Cheney, the Republicans?} 



Gore 

Bush/ 

Cheney 

Other 

(vol), 

no 

opinion 

Registered Voters 
2000 Jul 24. 

.. .45% 

49% 

6 % 

2000Jul 14-16 ... 

.. .45 

47 

8 

2000 Jul 6-9. 

44 

1 * i T T 

45 

II 

2000 Jun 23-25 .. 

.. .42 

48 

10 

2000 Jun 6-7 .... 

44 

•w m ■ 

46 

10 

2000 May 23-24 

...41 

49 

10 

2000 Apr 28-30 .. 

. . .45 

46 

9 


Asked of registered voters: Next, we d like to 
get your overall opinion of some people in the 
news. As I read each name, please say if you 
have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of 
this person, or if you have never heard of him 

Pormer Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney? 


Favorable. 51 % 

Unfavorable. II 

No opinion ..31 

N over heard of...7 


Arizona Senator John McCain 3 

Favorable ... .. 57 % 

Unfavorable. 14 

No opinion. 23 

Never heard of. 6 

Retired General Colin Powell ? 

Favorable. 81% 

Unfavorable .. 6 

No opinion. 9 

Never heard of. 4 

How would you rate Bush’s expected choice 
of former Defense Secretary Dick Cheney 
Jar vice president — excellent, pretty good, 
only fair, or poor? 



Registered 

Gore 

Bush 


voters 

voters 

voters 

Excellent . 

.... 10 % 

6% 

15% 

Pretty good . 

.. ,45 

37 

61 

Only fair ....... 

. ..26 

37 

15 

Poor .. 

.... .8 

11 

4 

No opinion 

....11 

14 

5 

If George W. 

Bush selects 

Dick Cheney as 

his running mate, would you be more Itkelv 

to vote for Bush for president in November, 

less likely, or »ill it not have much effect on 

your vote 7 





Registered 

Gore 

Hush 


voters 

voters 

voters 

More likely . 

,...14% 

7 % 

21 % 

Less likely . 

....10 

17 

5 

No effect; 




no opinion ... 

... .76 

76 

74 

Based on w 

hat von know about Dick 

Cheney, do you think he ts < 

•pialificd 

tv sen e 

as president if it becomes necessary, 

or not ? 


Registered 

Gore 

Bush 


wren 

voters 

voters 

Yes, qualified . 

... 51% 

44% 

15% 

7 

No, not qualified . 

75 

3 1 

25 

20 

No opinion . 
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Do you think a choice by George U ; . Bush oj 
Dick Cheney as his vice presidential running 
mate would reflect favorably or unfavorably 
on Bush’s ability' to make important presi¬ 
dential decisions? 



Registered 

Gore 

Bush 


voters 

voters 

voters 

Favorably .. 

.64% 

53% 

80% 

Unfavorably 

.15 

24 

7 

No opinion . 

7] 

23 

13 


As you may know, Dick Cheney had three 
heart attacks in the 1970s and 1980s and 
had quadruple bypass heart surgery in 
1988 . A recent doctor's examination indi¬ 
cated that he has no current heart problems, 
Are you concerned or not concerned that 
Cheney’s medical histoiy would prevent him 
from sending effectively as president if it be¬ 
comes necessary? 



Registered 

Gore 

Bush 


voters 

voters 

voters 

Concerned .... 

.29% 

38% 

20% 

Not concerned 

.70 

62 

79 

No opinion . .. 

.1 

* 

1 



Registered 

Gore 

Bus ft 


voters 

voters 

voters 

Yes. excited . . 

.23% 

11 % 

36% 

No, not excited 

65 

• n ■ ■ 1 J 

80 

51 

No opinion ... 

12 

9 

33 


Now, suppose for a moment that George IV. 
Bush had selected Arizona Senator John 
McCain as his vice presidential running mate. 
Suppose that the presidential election were 
being held today, and it included Al Gore as 
the Democratic Party's candidate, George IV. 
Bush and John McCain as the Republican 
Party's candidates, Pat Buchanan as the 
Reform Party candidate, and Ralph Nader 
and Winona LaDuke as the Green Party can¬ 
didates. Would you vote for Al Gore, the 
Democrat; George VV. Bush and John 
McCain, the Republicans; Pat Buchanan, the 
Reform Party candidate; or Ralph Nader and 
Winona LaDuke, the Green Party candidates? 
(IF UNSURE: As of today, do you lean 
toward Al Gore, the Democrat; George W. 
Bush and John McCain, the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan, the Reform Party candidate; or 
Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the Green 
Party candidates ?] 


* Less than 17c 


As you may know, George VV. Bush was head 
oj a small oil company in Texas earlier in his 
career, and Dick Cheney has been the head 
of a large oil company more recently. Would 
this fact make you more likely or less likely 
to support a possible Bush/Cheney ticket, or 
would that have no effect on your vote? 


Registered 

voters 

More likely.2% 

Less likely ..20 

No effect.75 

No opinion . 2 


Gore 

voters 

3% 

31 

65 

1 


Bush 

voters 

2 % 

9 

87 

0 


Finally, what is your personal reaction— 

would you be excited by Bush’s choice of 
Cheney, or not? 



Bus ft/ 


Nader/ 

No 

Gore 

Registered 

McCain 

Buchanan 

LaDuke opinion 

voters.39% 

52% 

2 % 

4 % 

3% 

Gore voters . .82 
Bush/Chency 

10 

3 

5 

* 

voters..2 

*Less than 1% 

93 

2 

1 

2 


Analysis: While former Defense Secretary 
Richard Cheney may be a “safe" choice to be 
George W. Bush’s running mate, a Gallup Poll 
suggests that the former Wyoming congressman 
provides less immediate electoral benefit to the 
Republican ticket than did Jack Kemp in 1996, or 
than Al Gore did for the Democratic ticket m 
1992. However, Cheney’s impact is more favor¬ 
able than was Dan Quayle’s in 1988. The poll 
also suggests that Arizona Senator John McCain 
may have provided the Republican ticket with a 
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somewhat broader appeal than Cheney across the 
political spectrum. 

The poll was conducted on Monday 
evening, July 24, the day before the official an¬ 
nouncement of Cheney’s selection, but after 
much publicity that Cheney was Bush’s likely 
vice presidential choice. Overall, 57% of regis¬ 
tered voters indicate that based on what they now 
know about Cheney, he is qualified to be presi¬ 
dent, while 18% say he is not. Four years ago, 
Jack Kemp’s selection elicited a slightly more 
positive reaction, as voters said he was qualified 
to be president by a 61% to 16% margin. And 
eight years ago, Gore was seen as qualified by a 
margin of 64% to 19%. 

Voters also think that the selection of 
Cheney reflects favorably on Bush's ability to 
make presidential decisions, by a margin of 64% 
to 15%, with 21% unsure. Voters were even more 
likely to say that Gore’s selection in 1992 re¬ 
flected favorably on Bill Clinton, 70% vs 11%. 
By contrast, Quayle’s selection in 1988 by 
Bush’s father found more voters reacting nega¬ 
tively than positively, with only 38% saying the 
choice reflected favorably on the elder Bush, and 
46% saying unfavorably. 

Perhaps Cheney’s greatest weakness, com¬ 
pared to other recent vice presidential candidates, 
is found in the potential impact a running mate has 
on voter preferences In the current poll, 14% of 
voters are now more likely to choose Bush be¬ 
cause Cheney will be on the ticket as vice presi¬ 
dent, but 10% say they are less likely—a net 
positive of just 4 points. Kemp’s net positive in 
1996 was 18 points (26% more likely vs. 8% less 
Hkely), while Gore’s net positive in 1992 was 25 
points (33% vs. 8%). Cheney’s net score is only 
slightly better than the score of zero that Quayle 
received in 1988, with 10% saying they would be 
more likely and 10% less likely to vote Republican 
because the Indiana senator was on the ticket. 

In recent days, McCain indicated that al¬ 
though lie did not want to be vice president, he 
v, °uld nevertheless accept the job if Bush offered 
to him. The poll suggests that a Bush-McCain 
mdeet vvou Id be slightly stronger among voters 
t a n the Bush-Cheney ticket. Among registered 
v °ters. Bush and Cheney lead Gore by 49% to 


41%, an 8-point margin, while a hypothetical 
Bush-McCain ticket leads Gore by a 13-point 
margin, 52% to 39%. 

The hypothetical Bush-McCain ticket draws 
exactly the same amount of support among 
Republicans as the Bush-Cheney ticket, 96% to 
2%. But among independents and Democrats, 
Bush and McCain would fare better than Bush 
and Cheney. With the Arizona senator. Bush 
leads Gore by 20 points among independents 
(49% to 29%), but with Cheney, Bush leads by 
only 12 points (45% to 33%). Among Democrats, 
Bush and McCain gamer 17% support, but Bush 
and Cheney get only 12%. 

Finally, there was the vision of a Republican 
ticket with General Colin Powell as Bush’s vice 
presidential candidate—many Republicans’ idea of 
the true “dream team.” The poll conducted Monday 
night gave some evidence of Powell’s potential im¬ 
pact on the ticket; he has an extraordinary 81 % fu- 
vorability rating, much higher than recent ratings of 
any other political leader By comparison 
Cheney’s favorability rating is 51% and McCain s 
is 57%. Unlike McCain, however, Powell made it 
clear he would not be a vice presidential candidate. 


JULY 28 

NEW DOLLAR COIN 


Interview Dates 7/14—16/00 
CNNfUSA TodayfG allup Poll 
Survey AGO 131079 


A new U.S, dollar coin is being issued this 
Year, gold in color and featuring the face of 
an Indian woman on one side. Have you got¬ 
ten one of these new dollar coins, or not? 


Yes .. 
No 


.46% 

.54 


Asked of those who have received the new 1 am: 
How many of these coins have you gotten ? 


One ...... 

Two or more 
No opinion . 


... .23% 
... .73 

. . .4 


Asked of those who have received one new 
com: Did you request it. or imv it given to you? 
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Requested.. 
Was given it 


. . 20 % 
..SO 


Also asked of those who have received one 
new coin: Did you happen to set the coin 
aside to save it, or did you not do this ? 


Yes. set it aside 
No, did not ... 
No opinion ... 


82% 

17 

.1 


Asked of those who have received two or 
more new coins: Did you request any of 
these coins, or were they all given to you 7 

Requested them ...44% 

Were given them ... ...55 

No opinion. 1 

Also asked of those who have received two 
or more new coins: Thinking about the first 
dollar coin that you received, did you hap¬ 
pen to set this coin aside to save it, or did 
you not do this? 

Yes, set it aside .81% 

No, did not ...19 

No opinion.....* 

*Lessthan 1 % 


Also asked of those who have received two 
or more new coins: Now, thinking about the 
most recent dollar coin that you received, 
did you happen to set this coin aside to save 
it, or did you not do this? 


Yes, set it aside . . 53 % 

No, did not... 35 

No opinion. 2 


Analysis: Close to half of the American public 
(46%) has received one of the new dollar coins 
featuring the likeness of Sacagawea, the Indian 
woman who assisted the Lewis and Clark expedi¬ 
tion in the early 1800s. The gold-colored coins 
were introduced by the U.S. Mint in late January 
2000. The coin is apparently becoming an instant 
collector’s item. More than four in five coin re¬ 
cipients (82%) told Gallup in a July 14-16 survey 
that they put aside the first dollar coin they re¬ 


ceived, rather than spent it. Close to two-thirds of 
those who have received multiple coins (63%) 
are still saving the most recent coin that has come 
into their possession. 

The Mint estimates that up to one billion of 
the coins will be in circulation by the end of this 
summer. The new coin is the same size as the 
Susan B. Anthony dollar, which was inlroduced 
over two decades ago, and is made of copper and 
other metals with a coating of manganese brass 
that gives it a golden sheen. The coin’s design 
has the image of Sacagawea on one side and a 
soaring bald eagle on the other. 

The U.S. Treasury launched a $40 million ad¬ 
vertising campaign aimed at encouraging con¬ 
sumers to use the coin more widely than had been 
the case with the Susan B. Anthony dollar, The 
Mint’s advertising message urged Americans to be 
“one of the first to gel the Sacagawea dollars" The 
fact that 54% have yet to receive a coin may be 
bad news for the Mint, but the apparent wide¬ 
spread hoarding suggests a strongly positive 
reception—even though the Mint may need to shift 
the public from a “collecting the coin" to a “using 
the coin” posture. While most people seem to be 
saving the coin once they receive it, few seem to 
have gone out of their way to obtain it. Only 37% 
tell Gallup that they obtained one or more of their 
coins by requesting them, while the remainder 
indicate that they received them in a transaction or 
that they were otherwise given them. 

Older respondents who obtained one of the 
new golden dollars are more likely than are middle- 
aged and younger ones to tell Gallup that they arc 
saving the coin. Of those who have received a 
new coin and are 50 or older, almost half (46%) 
have set it aside. This contrasts with 36% 0 ! those 
aged 31'— 49 and only 26% of those aged 18-29 
who saved it. Moreover, despite reported lobby 
ing by women’s groups to have the new coin lea- 
lure a woman, as it does, women are no more 
likely than men to indicate they are saving the 
coin: 38% of women and 36% of men have set 
one or more coins aside. 

Distribution of the new coin appears to ' 1C 
roughly the same across the country, with around 
one-half of all those living in each of the font 
regions of the country reporting that they have 
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received one This includes 44% of those living 
in the East, 48% of those in the Midwest, 50% of 
those in the South, and 42% of those in the West. 
Rural residents appear to have wider access to the 
coin than do those in urban and suburban areas 
There are few significant differences by income 
level in the percentage of respondents who have 
received a coin. 


JULY 28 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS/ 
CONGRESS 


Interview Dales: 7/25-26/00 
CNN/USA TWtrv/Galiup Poll 
Survey #GO 131091 


Now suppose that the presidential election 
were being held today, and it included AI 
Gore as the Democratic Party's candidate, 
George W. Bush and Dick Cheney as the 
Republican Party 's candidates, Pat Buchanan 
as the Reform Party candidate, and Ralph 
Nader and Winona LaDitke as the Green 
Party candidates. Would you vote for Ai Gore, 
the Democrat; George IV. Bush and Dick 
Cheney, the Republicans; Par Buchanan, the 
Reform Party candidate; or Ralph Nader and 
Winona LaDuke, the Green Party candidates ' 
[IF UNSURE; Ar of today, do you lean 
toward A! Gore, the Democrat; George IV 
Bush and Dick Cheney, the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan, the Reform Party candidate: or 
Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the Green 
Party candidates?} 


Bush/ 
Gore Cheney 

Likely Voters 

2000 hi 25-26J .. .39% 50% 
2000Jul 14 _i 6 ...43 45 

2000 Jun 23-25 .. .38 50 

2000 Jun 6-7.41 46 

-000 Apr 28-30 ...41 47 

Registered Voters 
hOO Jul 25-26| ...41 46 

-000Jul 14 -I 6 ...41 43 

4)00 Jun 23-25 .. .40 47 


Nader/ 
Buchanan La Puke ’ 



4% 

5 

6 
6 
4 


2 4 

3 6 

3 6 


2000 Jun 6—7 .. 42 43 3 5 

2000 Apr 28-30 .. .42 44 4 4 

"“Other (vol.), no opinion" is omiticd. 

'’’V'ce presidential candidates Dick Cheney and 
Winona LaDuke included on ballot beizinning 
July 24 


If Al Gore were the Democratic Party's 
candidate and George IV Bush and Dick 
Cheney were the Republican Party's candi¬ 
dates, whom would you be more likely to vote 
for—A l Gore, the Democrat, or George IV. 
Bush and Dick Cheney, the Republicans? 
[IF UNDECIDED; As of today, do you lean 
more toward At Gore , the Democrat, or 
George IV. Bush and Diik Cheney, the 
Republicans *} 



Gore 

Bush/ 

Cheney 

Other 
(vol ); 
no 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Jul 25-26 ... 

.. .40% 

54% 

6% 

2000Jul14-16 ... 

.. .46 

48 


2000 Jul 6-9. 

...41 

50 

9 

2000 Jun 23-25 .. 

.. .39 

52 

9 

2000Jun6-7 .... 

...44 

48 

s 

2000 May 23-24 . 

...42 

49 

9 

2000 Apr 28-30 .. 

,..44 

49 

7 

2000 Apr 7-9 

.. .4] 

50 

9 

Registered Voters 

2000Jul25-26 . . 

...44 

50 

6 

2000Jul14-16 

. ..45 

47 

8 

2000Jul6-9 .... 

.. .44 

45 

11 

2000 Jun 23-25 .. 

.. .42 

48 

10 

2000 Jun 6-7 ., 

...44 

46 

10 

2000 May 23-24 . 

... .41 

49 

10 

2000 Apr 28-30 . . 

.. .45 

46 

9 

2000 Apr 7-9 .... 

.. ,41 

48 

11 


Next, ij each of the following candidates 
were on the ballot for president next Novem¬ 
ber, please say how likely it is you would 
vote for him—very likely, somewhat likely, 
not too likely, not at ail likeh, or if you don t 
know enough about that person to say: 
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Nat 

Don't 

Very, 

loo, 

know 

some- 

not 

enough; 

what 

at all 

no 

likely 

likely 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Jul 25-26 .46% 

50% 

4% 

2000 Jun 6-7 ...50 

47 

3 

2000 Jan 17-19.52 

47 

1 

2000 Jan 13-16.44 

51 

5 

2000 Jan 7-10.52 

47 

1 

1999 Sep 10-14.48 

49 

3 

National Adults 

2000 Jul 25-26 .50 

44 

6 

2000 Jun 6-7 .5J 

44 

5 

2000 Jan 17-19.53 

43 

4 

2000 Jan 13-16.47 

45 

8 

2000 Jan 7-10.. .55 

42 

3 

1999 Sep 10-14 .51 

44 

5 

George IV. Bush 7 


Not 

Don 7 

Very, 

too 

know 

some - 

not 

enough; 

what 

at all 

no 

likely 

likely 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Jul 25-26 .60% 

37% 

3% 

2000 Jun 6-7 .57 

40 

3 

2000Jan 17-19 . ..,.59 

38 

3 

2000 Jan 13-16 ......62 

32 

6 

2000 Jan 7-10.61 

36 

3 

1999 Sep 10-14 .....68 

28 

4 

National Adults 

2000 Jul 25-26 .56 

38 

6 

2000 Jun 6-7 .......54 

41 

5 

2000 Jan 17-19.62 

33 

5 

2000 Jan 13-16.58 

33 

9 

2000 Jan 7-10.63 

32 

5 

1999 Sep 10-14 .68 

27 

5 

Pat Buchanan? 


Not 

Don't 

Very, 

ton. 

know 

some - 

not 

enough; 

wluu 

at all 

no 

likely 

Likely Voters 

likely 

opinion 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 13 % 

78% 

9% 


2000 Jan 17-19. 

.13 

76 

11 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

.16 

76 

8 

1999 Sep 10-14 .... 

.22 

65 

13 

National Adults 




2000 Jul 25-26 . ... 

.12 

72 

16 

2000 Jan 17-19. 

..15 

68 

17 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

..IS 

67 

15 

1999 Sep 10-14 . .. 

..24 

56 

20 

Ralph Nader? 






Not 

Don *t 


Very, 

too , 

know 


some- 

not enough, 


what 

at all 

no 


likely 

likely 

opinion 

Likely Voters 




2000 Jul25-26 .... 

..15% 

69% 

16% 

National Adults 




2000 Jul 25-26 .... 

..15 

59 

26 

Which of the following do you think 

will be 

most important to you 

when you 

decide 

whom to vote for — where the candidates 

stand on issues 

that matter to you, 

or the 

leadership skills and vision that you think 

the candidates would have as president? 


Stand 

Leadership 

Both 

on issues 

skills and 

equally 



vision 

(vol.)* 

Likely Voters 




2000 Jul 25-26 .... 

. .40% 

39% 

20% 

2000 Mar 10-12 ... 

. .38 

50 

11 

2000 Feb 25-27 ... 

..41 

47 

11 

2000 Feb 4-6. 

. .39 

48 

12 

2000 Jan 17-19 .... 

..37 

44 

J7 

2000 Jan 13-16_ 

. .39 

47 

13 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

. .36 

51 

12 

National Adults 




2000 Jul 25-26 .... 

..39 

41 

17 

2000Mar 10-12 ... 

. .38 

50 

10 

2000Feb25-27 ... 

..40 

48 

10 

2000 Feb 4-6 _ 

,.39 

47 

11 

2000 Jan 17-19.... 

. .37 

44 

16 

2000 Jan 13-16 ... . 

. .36 

50 

ii 

2000 Jan 7-10. 

..37 

49 

10 


***No opinion” is omitted. 
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Please tell me whether yon agree or disagree 
that Ai Gore has the personality and leader¬ 
ship qualities that a president should have? 




No 

Agree 

Disagree 

opinion 

Likely Voters 



2000 Jul 25-26 .49% 

49 % 

2 % 

2000 Apr 7-9.51 

44 

5 

2000 Jan 17-19.50 

47 

3 

National Adults 



2000 Jui 25-26 .52 

44 

4 

2000 Apr 7-9 .52 

41 

7 

2000 Jan 17-19.52 

43 

5 

Please tell me whether 

you agree 

or dis- 

agree that George VV. Bush has the 

person- 

ality and leadership 

qualities 

that a 

president should have? 



Agree 

Disagree 

No 

opinion 

Likely Voters 



2000JU1 25-26 ..65% 

31% 

4 % 

2000 Apr 7-9 .62 

31 

7 

2000 Jan 17-19.64 

32 

4 

National Adults 



2000 Jul 25-26 .,62 

32 

6 

2000 Apr 7-9 .61 

30 

9 

2000 Jan 17-19.65 

28 

7 

If Al Gore or George IV. Bush were to win 

the election in November, do you 

think he 

would or would not make a good president , 

or don 7 you know enough to say? 



Gore 

Bush 

Yes, would. 

... .41% 

54 %' 

No, would not ... 

,, .35 

20 

Don’t know enough; 



no opinion.. 

.. .24 

26 


If the elections for Congress were being held 
today, which party's candidate would you 
vote for in your congressional district—the 
Democratic Party's candidate, or the Repub¬ 
lican Party 's candidate? (IF UNDECIDED 
As of today, do you lean more toward the 
Democratic Party’s candidate, or toward the 
Republican Party's candidate?} 


Unde¬ 

cided: 

other 



Demo¬ 

Repub- 

(vol.): 


cratic 

Heap no 

Likely Voters 

candidate 

candidate opinion 

2000 Jul 25-26 ... 

.. .47% 

47% 

6% 

2000 Jun 6-7 _ 

. ..48 

46 

6 

2000 Mar 10-12 .. 

.. .45 

48 

7 

2000 Feb 4-6 ... 

...44 

49 

7 

2000Jan 17-19 ... 

...46 

45 

9 

2000 Jan 13-16 . 

.. ,42 

48 

10 

2000 Jan 7-10.... 
Registered Voters 

. .49 

45 

6 

2000 Jul 25-26 

.. .49 

42 

9 

2000 Jiun 6-7 .. . 

. .50 

43 

7 

2000 Mar 10-12 

.. .46 

45 

9 

2000 Feb4-6 .... 

.. .46 

45 

9 

2000 Jan 17-19 ... 

.. .46 

45 

9 

2000 Jan 7-10 

.. .50 

43 

7 

1999 Nov 18-21 .. 

. .47 

43 

10 


Analysis: Next week, the delegates to the Repub¬ 
lican convention in Philadelphia will formally 
nominate George W. Bush as their candidate for 


president. Bush goes into the convention with a 
favorable positioning in the minds of the Amer¬ 
ican public, leading Democrat Al Gore by a 50 l t 
to 39% margin in a four-way ballot in which 
Green Parly nominee Ralph Nader registers 4 7c 
and likely Reform Party nominee Pal Buchanan 
yets 1% A two-way race between Gore and Bush 
shows that 54% of likely voters currently favor 
Bush, compared to 40% lor Gore, 

Bush’s current strength among likely voters 
may be cine in large pari to the recent increase in 
media attention devoted to his campaign. The 


dilation about Bush’s selection of a vice pres- 
ntial running mate dominated news coverage 
,1 j lc officially named former Defense Secre- 
f Cheney to the number two spot on the 
•et. Now, political coverage is shifting quickly 
he Republican Party convention in Philadel- 
a next week, where Bush will be nominated as 
GOP’s candidate for president. All this has 
I, tt ie room for the Gore campaign to make its 
rk in the news and to create favorable impres- 
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additional “bounce” in the polls following the 
Republican convention remains to be seen, but 
his current margin over Gore represents the high 
end of the range for his lead in polls conducted 
over the past several months. This is the chal¬ 
lenge for die Gore campaign in its attempt to re¬ 
cover positioning when attention shifts to the 
Democratic convention, to be held in Los Ange¬ 
les next month. 

The latest poll shows Bush performing as 
well among men as he has at any time in Ga;lup's 
2000 election polling Men favor Bush by a 56% 
to 33% margin over Gore. Among women, where 
Bush had been running behind Gore in recent 
weeks, the Texas governor has now pulled ahead 
of Gore by a small margin (46% to 44% ). 
Suburban voters are also showing strong support 
for Bush, as he currently leads the vice president 
by 53% to 36%- in this important subgroup. 
Bush's current lead also reflects his ability to so¬ 
lidify his Republican base, among whom he re¬ 
ceives greater than 90% support, and to attract 
the backing of a plurality of independent voters, 
where he holds a 49% to 29% edge over Gore, 
By way of comparison. Gore receives 87% of 
Democratic support 

Bush is currently better positioned than Gore 
when voters are asked if there is any chance that 
they would consider voting for each of the candi¬ 
dates. While about 60% of likely voters are at 
least “somewhat likely” to vote for Gore, almost 
three-quarters (71%) say there is some chance 
they would vote for Bush. In addition to the fact 
that neither Nader nor Buchanan is receiving 
many votes at this time, the potential voting con¬ 
stituency for both men appears to be very small. 
Only 13% to 15% of likely voters currently are at 
least somewhat likely to vote for either third- 
party candidate. 

Ttie current poll shows that Americans as a 
whole are roughly equally divided as to which cri¬ 
terion is more important m choosing a president_ 

leadership skills, or issue positions. Among those 
w ho cue leadership as more important. Bush leads 
Gore by 28 points, 59% to 31%. Conversely, 
those who believe that issues are more central to 
their choice favor Gore, by a significant though 
smaller margin, 51% to 38%, a 13-poim gap 


Other questions included in the poll also under¬ 
score Bush’s currently favorable positioning m 
the public’s mind. When asked whether each can¬ 
didate has the personality and leadership qualities 
that a president should have, voters are more 
likely to say Bush (65%) than Gore (49%). Also. 
61% of likely voters believe Bush would make a 
good president, while only 43% currently believe 
the same about Gore. 

In addition to selecting a new president, vot¬ 
ers on November 7 will also decide which party 
will control the U.S. House of Representatives. A 
switch of only six seats from the Republican Party 
to the Democratic Party will give the Democrats 
control of the House. The latest Gallup Poll shows 
that Democratic congressional candidates are far¬ 
ing somewhat better than their standard-bearer at 
the top of the ticket. Despite Gore's deficit com¬ 
pared to Bush, equal proportions of likely voters 
are intending to vote for the Democratic (47%) 
and Republican (47%) candidates in their con¬ 
gressional district, with the remaining 6% unde¬ 
cided. Among registered voters, the Democratic 
Party shows a lead of 49% to 42%. Historically. 
Gallup's generic ballot methodology of measuring 
the congressional vote has been an accurate pre¬ 
dictor of the national two-party vote for Congress 


JULY 30 

WHO ARE THE REPUBLICANS? 

Analysis: As the two major parties gear up for 
their national political conventions—the 
Republicans this week in Philadelphia, and the 
Democrats next month in Los Angeles—a select 
group of delegates and party leaders will be rep¬ 
resenting their parties to die country on national 
television, The following table sketches a portrait 
of the Americans who comprise the Republican 
and Democratic Parties nationwide. In order to 
provide precise descriptions of the characteristic^ 
of voters from each party, Gallup has aggregated 
ten surveys conducted between March and Job 
2000, which include over 10,000 interviews with 
national adults aged 18 and older. 
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Repub¬ 

Demo¬ 


licans, 

crats. 


including 

me hiding 


indepen¬ 

indepen¬ 


dents 

dents 


who lean 

who lean 


Repub¬ 

Demo¬ 


lican 

cratic* 

Gender 



Male 

53% 

43% 

Female 

47 

57 

Age 



18-29 Years 

21 

20 

30-49 Years 

43 

40 

50-64 Years 

19 

21 

65 Years and Over 

15 

18 

Race 



White 

93 

75 

Black 

3 

19 

Other nonwhite 

4 

6 

Education 



Postgraduate 

12 

13 

Undergraduate 

14 

11 

Some College 

37 

29 

No College 

38 

47 

Household Income 



S75.000 and Over 

22 

15 

S50,00B-$74,999 

21 

16 

S30,000-$49,999 

24 

25 

S20.000-$29 t 999 

12 

14 

Less than S20.000 

15 

23 

Region 



East 

20 

25 

Midwest 

24 

in 

South 

33 

31 

West 

n 

21 

Type of Community 



Urban 

23 

31 

Suburban 

53 

45 

Rural 

24 

24 

Political Ideology 



Conservative 

54 

22 

Moderate 

36 

46 

Liberal 

8 

26 

Religion 



Protestant 

44 

34 

Roman Catholic 

24 

25 

Orthodox 

1 

I 

Mormon 

3 

1 


Other Christian 

6 

6 

Jewish 

1 

3 

Church or Other Holy 



Place Attendance 



Weekly 

33 

33 

Semimonthly 

26 

20 

Seldom 

16 

14 

Never 

17 

21 

Marital Status 



Mamed 

61 

50 

Living Together 

5 

7 

Never Married 

16 

20 

Widowed; Divorced; Separated 

17 

23 

Children 



Yes 

39 

35 

No 

61 

65 

Employed 



Full Time 

56 

53 

Part Time 

7 

8 

Retired 

17 

22 

Homemaker 

8 

7 

Student 

6 

4 

Unemployed 

4 

3 

Union Member 



Yes 

12 

18 

No 

87 

81 

'“‘No opinion" is omitted. 




The results show that, in contrast to Demo¬ 
crats, Republicans are highly likely to be white, 
more likely to be male than female, and more 
likely to have at least some college educaUon. But 
the sharpest difference between partisans obser/ed 
by Gallup is on political ideology. More than half 
of Republicans and independents who lean to the 
Republican Party (54%) tell Gallup they are con¬ 
servative in their political views, compared with 
only 22% of Democrats. Roughly one-third of 
Republicans (36%) are moderate and just 8% are 
liberal. The plurality or Democrats (46%) describe 
themselves as moderate, while 26% are liberal. 

In terms of gender, men outnumber women 
in the Republican Party by a 6-point margin. 53% 
47% By contrast, women outnumber men 
amonu Democrats by a 14-point margin, 57% to 
43%. And if the Republican convention hall 
looks to be noticeably lacking in minorities next 
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week, it could be because the party at large is 
93% white, with only 3% of Republicans report¬ 
ing to be black and 4% reporting to be other 
racial minorities such as Asian or American 
Indian. While a majority of Democrats are also 
white, the proportion is much lower, at 75%, 
while 19% are black and 6% are other minorities. 

Less extreme, but significant, differences are 
seen between Republicans and Democrats when it 
comes to household income and marital status. 
Republicans report somewhat higher levels oi in¬ 
come than do Democrats, with 43% saying their 
families earn $50,000 or more per year, compared 
to 31 % of Democrats. Republicans arc also more 
likely to report being currently married than are 
Democrats, 61% vs. 50%, in part a reflection of 
slight differences in the average age of party 
members 

Relatively small differences are seen be¬ 
tween partisans in their age, their religiosity (self- 
reported church or other holy place attendance), 
or their family situation (whether or not they have 
children). Union members comprise a small mi¬ 
nority of both parties, but they are more heavily 
represented among Democrats than Republicans, 
by a 18% to 12% margin. While equal percent¬ 
ages o' Republicans and Democrats have gradu¬ 
ate degrees. Democrats are significantly more 
likely to have no college education at all. 

JULY 31 

GOP CONVENTION: EDUCATION 

Analysis: The Republican National Convention 
will feature the theme ‘'Opportunity with a Purpose: 
Leave No Child Behind" on Monday night, with a 
particular emphasis on education. Highlighted 
speakers will include General Colin Powell and 
Governor George W. Bush's wife, Laura. 

The GOP s Monday-night agenda focus hits 
direcdy on an issue that Americans say will be 
very important to them in this year’s presidential 
election, and the Republicans' strategy in show¬ 
casing it may in part be driven by the fact that 
this issue is more important to Democrats than to 
Republicans. Education is also more important to 
women, among whom Republicans do less well. 
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than it is to men. Additionally, education is an 
issue on which Bush performs relatively less well 
compared to his Democratic rival, Al Gore. In 
terms of Monday night’s two featured speakers, 
one is still an unknown to the majority of 
Americans (Laura Bush), while the other is the 
most favorably rated political figure in the nation 
today (Colin Powell). 

Almost all Gallup Polls dealing with the is¬ 
sues driving tile presidential election this year 
have found education percolating to the top A 
June Gallup Poll, for example, asked Americans 
what the first order of business should be for the 
next president, and education was at the head of 
the list. And, in the latest Gallup Poll completed 
this past week, education was considered “ex¬ 
tremely" or “very important” by more respon¬ 
dents at 89% than any other in the list of issues 
read to voters. (For example, the economy came 
in second at 86%, followed by health care at 84% 
and Social Security at 82%.) 

Both education and health care are particu¬ 
larly important issues to Democrats, and to a 
slightly lesser degree to the independents whom 
Bush will need if he is to build a winning coalition 
in the November elections. Fifty-one percent of 
Democrats and 41% of independents say that edu¬ 
cation is an extremely important issue to their vote 
this year, compared to 37% of Republicans 
Ideologically speaking, education is also more 
important to liberals than to conservatives and 
moderates. 

Monday night's convention topics have a 
disproportionate appeal to women, a significant 
issue given that the Republican Party continues to 
suffer from a gender gap, with stronger support 
coming from men than from women voters. It 
thus may be no surprise, given these facts, that 
Laura Bush, a former schoolteacher and school li¬ 
brarian, will be addressing the convention on 
Monday night with a simulated classroom of stu¬ 
dents seated behind her, according to convention 
officials. 

Despite the fact that Bush has emphasized 
his educational accomplishments as governor ot 
Texas in his presidential campaign this year, edu¬ 
cation is an issue on which lie is only at parity 
when compared to his Democratic opponent, Al 


Gore- When asked who would do a better job of 
handling education if elected president, respon¬ 
dents are equally likely to select Gore (45%-) as 
they are Bush (43%). In short, the Republican em¬ 
phasis Monday night on education focuses on an 
issue that is generally important to everyone, but 
more so to the target groups among whom Bush 
will have to do relatively well if he is to win in 
November, and it is an issue that also continues to 
be a relative Gore strength vis-a-vis Bush. 

Republicans have traditionally emphasized a 
more hands-off approach to education as far as the 
federal government’s role is concerned, even 
leading in past years to efforts to abolish the 
Department of Education. Yet the extraordinary 
importance placed on education in this presidential 
election by voters suggests that the public indeed 
feels that the government may have a role to play 
in improving educational outcomes across the 
country. Indeed, Gallup polling this year suggests 
that Americans tilt toward favoring more govern¬ 
ment involvement in education rather than less, 
leaving interesting challenges tor Republicans and 
for Bush as they deal with the issue in this year’s 
convention rhetoric: 

In terms of public education in this country, 
do you think the federal government should 
be more involved in education than it cur¬ 
rently is, should keep its involvement about 
the same, or should be less involved in edu¬ 
cation than it currently is? 



National 

Kinder¬ 

garten- 

Grade 

12 

More involved . 

adults 

pare nls 

.46% 

50% 

Keep involvement same .... 

22 

22 

Less involved 

... .29 

26 

No opinion .. 

. . 3 

2 


What do Americans want their federal gov¬ 
ernment to do regarding education’ 7 The most im¬ 
portant step appears to be monetary, as seen in die 
re sponses below. Americans also would like ied- 
erft l help with enforcing teachers’ standards and 
Providing the wherewithal to increase teachers pay 


What action by the federal government do 
you think would be most effective in helping 
to improve public schools in the United 
States today? 

Kmdcr- 
garten- 
Gra tie 

National 12 
adults parent i 

Funding, more money for 

education (general).30% 33% 

Standards for teachers; teacher 
testing: improve quality of 

teachers .13 11 

Teachers’ pay; pay teachers 

more money.9 9 

Operate at the state, local level ., 8 8 

Less government involvement ... .7 7 

Discipline. 5 5 

Class size; smaller classes..4 5 

Curriculum; go back to 

teaching basics ..4 4 

Standards for students. 

testing students ..4 4 

Control violence; make 

schools safer. 3 4 

Bring prayer back in schools.3 3 

Hire more teachers.2 3 

Provide better school supplies, 

materials, technology . -2 4 

School buildings; build 

more schools .... .2 1 

Allow vouchers .... ... .2 - 

Monitor schools more closely; 

A ^ 

be more involved.- 

Parental involvement.1 

Equal funding across the board ... I 2 

More well-rounded curriculum .. .1 2 

More activities, programs 

1 ^ 

for kids . 

Need to be regulated, 

standardized. ^ j 

Tax cuts, advantages . 1 

More involved with students ... I 

Drug education, awareness.* [ 

C* At 

School choice.^ 

Teacher incentives . ^ 

Better school (general) ... 
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Not allowing vouchers . 

* 

« * ■ 


Longer school session. 

♦ 

— 

Parental guidance, role models 

* 

9 ■ i 

* 

Other . . 

,,I0 

10 

Nothin 0 .. * 

...4 

1 

No opinion .. .. . . 

. .12 

9 

*Less than 1% 




The selection of General Colin Powell as 
one of Monday night’s featured speakers is a no- 
brainer for the Republicans; he is the best-liked 
Republican and indeed the best-liked politician of 
any persuasion in the country today. In a poll 
conducted last week, Powell received an 81% fa¬ 
vorable rating, far above the ratings given to 
Bush, Gore, Dick Cheney, John McCain, Bill 
Clinton, or any of the other active politicians 
whom Americans are likely to see at either con¬ 
vention. Bush’s wife, Laura, on the other hand, is 
a relative unknown. In a June poll, only 42 % 
knew enough about her to rate her, although 
those who did gave her a strong 34% to 8% fa¬ 
vorable over unfavorable rating. By way of com¬ 
parison, 75% know enough about Tipper Gore, 
A1 Gore’s wife, to rate her. Like Laura Bush, 
Tipper Gore’s ratings are very strongly favorable. 


AUGUST 1 

GOP CONVENTION: FOREIGN POLICY 
AND NATIONAL DEFENSE 


National defense ? 

Gore...31% 

Bush. 58 

Same (vol.); no opinion .. 11 

Foreign affairs? 

Gore...36% 

Bush *5(1 

Same (vol,); no opinion... 14 


Summary of Gore/Bush Advantage 

Gore Bush 

on Issues 

Point 
ad van- 

tagi r 

The environment 

58% 

30% 

+28 

Medicare 

49 

39 

+ 10 

Heal tit care 

47 

41 

+6 

Abortion 

44 

38 

+6 

Creating 
opportunities 
for better 

paying jobs 

44 

40 

+4 

Social Security 

45 

43 

+2 

Education 

45 

43 

+2 

The economy 

40 

47 

-7 

The gun issue 

37 

46 

-9 

Handling the 

budget surplus 

38 

49 

-11 

Foreign trade 

36 

49 

-13 

Foreign affairs 

36 

50 

-14 

Taxes 

36 

51 

-15 

National defense 

31 

58 

-27 


Interview Dates: 7/24/00,7/25-26/00 
CNN/MM Today/GaNup Poll 
Surveys #GO 131133. SGO 13109] 


Regardless of which presidential candidate 
you support, please tell me if you th ink Al 
Gore or George W. Bush would better han¬ 
dle each of the following issues: 

Foreign trade 7 


Gore. 

Bush. 

Same (vol.); no opinion 


. .36% 
, ,49 
. .15 


+ Advantage indicates Gore lead 
- Advantage indicates Bush lead 

And of all the issues I have just read, which 
is the single most important one in influctu - 
ing your vote for president? 


The economy. 

Education. 

Health care... 

Social Security. 

Taxes ....... . 

The gun issue.. 


.12 
, .9 
. .8 
. .6 
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Abortion .*.-6 

National defense ...... .... .5 

Medicare .■* -.....4 

The environment.....4 

Handling the budget surplus .3 


Creating opportunities for better 

paying jobs . 3 

Foreign affairs .. 2 

Foreign trade... 

None.2 

Other , . 15 

No opinion .. .3 


*Less than 1 % 


Now, I am going to read a list of some of the 
issues that will probably be discussed in this 
year's presidential election campaigns. As / 
read each one, please tell me how important 
the candidates' positions on that issue will 
be in influencing your vote for president — 
extremely important, very important, some¬ 
what important, or not important. 


Foreign trade? 

Extremely important_ 

Very important.. 

Somewhat important 

Not important. 

No opinion____ 

National defense? 

Extremely important .... 

Very important.. 

Somewhat important .. .. 

Not important. 

No opinion .... 


.15% 
.36 
.39 
. .8 
2 


... .30% 
... .40 
....24 


. .3 

..1 


Foreign affairs ? 

Extremely important .. 

^ er >' important. 

°mewhat important. 

N ° l important. 

No opinion ... 

* m 1 *•#*.«* t * « m 




Summary of Importance of Issues 

Extremely. 

very 

impor¬ 

tant 


Education 

8991 

The economy 

86 

Health care 

84 

Social Security 

82 

Handling the budget surplus 

79 

Medicare 

78 

Taxes 

77 

Creating opportunities for better 


paying jobs 

72 

The environment 

71 

National defense 

70 

The aim issue 

62 

Foreign affairs 

58 

Abortion 

52 

Foreign trade 

51 


Analysis: As the Republican National Con¬ 
vention focuses Tuesday on the theme of 
“Strength and Security with a Purpose Safe in 
Our Homes and in the World," the 'atest Gallup 
Poll, conducted July 25-26. shows that a majority 
of Americans believe that Bush would do a better 


job than Gore in handling foreign affairs (50% to 
36% I and national defense (58% to 31%) In tact. 
Bush's greatest perceived advantages over Gore 
tend to come on foreign matters, his 27-pomi ad¬ 
vantage on national detense is his highest over 
Gore on any issue measured. Additionally, Bush 
scores much more favorably titan Gore on foreign 
affairs (14-point advantage) and foreign trade 
(13-point advantage, 49% to 36%). which, along 
with taxes, are the four issues where he leads 


ore by u wide margin. 

Recent Gallup Polls show that foreign policy 
id national defense are areas in which Amer- 
ans give the Republican Party—and in particuiar 
eir likely presidential nominee. George W. 

ujjI, _higher marks Ilian the Democratic Party 

id their nominee. Al Gore. In a May 18-21 poll, 
spondents gave a slight edge to the Republican 
ir ty on the question ol who would do a better 
h ( Wine with foreign affairs, by a 43% to 38% 
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Republican Party has held as much as a 2-to-l ad- 
vantase on this measure over the Democrats. 
Since 1996. however, the parties have scored sim¬ 
ilarly with the Republicans, typically retaining 

just a slight advantage. 

The fact that Bush scores high relative to 
Gore on foreign affairs is especially surprising 
given Bush’s admitted lack of experience in this 
policy area. Earlier this year, Gore and Bush were 
running about even on the question of who would 
do a better job in foreign affairs, with Bush hav¬ 
ing a 43% to 42% advantage in an April 28-30 
poll and Gore enjoying a 46% to 44% edge in a 
March 10-12 poll. It is not clear at this point if 
this recent change is a result of the Bush cam¬ 
paign convincing Americans that their nominee 
can do a credible job in the foreign arena; if it is 
due to Bush’s naming former Defense Secretary 
Dick Cheney as his vice presidential nominee; or 
if this is merely a "halo effect’’ from the recent 
expansion of his lead over Gore. As one would 
expect, a person’s evaluation of which candidate 
would do a better job is strongly colored by parti¬ 
sanship and ideology, with Republicans and con¬ 
servatives heavily pro-Bush and Democrats and 
liberals much more pro-Gore. 

A solid majority (65%) are satisfied with the 

position of the United States in the world today, 

according to a May 18-21 Gallup Poll This may 

explain, in part, why international concerns rank 

as a low priority for most Americans. When 

asked to cite the single most important issue in 

influencing their vote this year, respondents listed 

domestic concerns such as education and the 

economy far above international matters. Only 

5% say national defense is the most important 

issue, and only 2 % say foreign affairs, while less 

than \% think foreign trade is the single biggest 
issue. 

Only 18% indicate that a candidate’s posi¬ 
tion on foreign affairs is "extremely important” in 
determining their vote for president this year (an 
additional 40% say it will be "very important”). 
National defense is cited as extremely important 
by 30% and as very important by 40%. Only a 
bare majority say that foreign trade is important 
; ° sa y 11IS extremely important and 36% say 
it is very important). While in all cases a majority 


of Americans rate these issues as at least very im¬ 
portant, as a class they are all rated far below a 
variety of domestic concerns. 

Perhaps no speaker will receive more atten¬ 
tion on Tuesday night titan Arizona Senator John 
McCain, who was Bush’s chief rival for the 
Republican presidential nomination this year in 
addition to his time as a prisoner-of-war in 
Vietnam, McCain, a prominent member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, is a respected 
voice on national defense and foreign affairs and 
will be speaking on the importance of a strong 
military Overall, Americans have a positive opin¬ 
ion of McCain, with 57% saying they view him 
favorably in a Gallup Poll conducted July 24 
McCain's high water mark was a 67% favorable 
rating obtained in a February 4—6 poll, shortly 
after his surprise victory over Bush in the New 
Hampshire presidential primary. Americans today 
do not necessarily view McCain more unfavor¬ 
ably than several months ago (14% now com¬ 
pared to 12 % in February), but more have "no 
opinion” of him now (29%) than did then ( 21 %). 

The oilier speaker to be spotlighted by the 
Republicans on Tuesday is Elizabeth Dole, an¬ 
other candidate for the Republican presidential 
nomination who dropped out of the race last fall. 
Dole, as former Secretary of Transportation and 
former head of the Red Cross, is viewed favor¬ 
ably by most Americans. A Gallup Poll con¬ 
ducted in August 1999 showed that 69% had a 
favorable impression of Dole, with on ly 16 % 
having a negative opinion of her. 


AUGUST 2 

CREATIONISM VS. EVOLUTION 
IN KANSAS 

Interview Dates; 6/25-27/99, 8/24-26/99 
CNN/USA Tor/ay/Gallup Poll, Gallup Poll Social Senes 
Surveys #GO 128120, #GO 907169 

I'm going to read a variety of proposals 
concerning religion and public schools T <n 
each one, please tell me whether you would 
generally favor or oppose it: 
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Teaching creationism along with evolution 


in public schools? 

.. . . . 68 % 

no God .. 9 

God created. 

10 

11 

9 

fJVUI * * * f * ’ * * * 1 ■ * * ' * 1 1 

Oppose .. . 

No opinion . . 

. 3 

in present form .. .47 

No opinion . 4 

44 

7 

47 

7 

44 

9 


Teaching creationism instead of evolution in 
public schools ? 


Favor....40% 

Oppose.....55 


^lo opinion - .5 

Next, I’m going to read you some areas of 
instruction the high schools might offer. 
Please say whether you think each one 
should be required instruction, could be of¬ 
fered as an elective but should not be re¬ 
quired, or should not be taught at all: 


The theory of evolution? 

Required...28% 

Offered but not required . .49 

Not offered at all . ...21 

No opinion. .2 


The theory of creationism ? 


Analysis: Two ot the three Kansas Board of 
Education members who supported greater em¬ 
phasis on teaching creationism in schools failed to 
win reelection this week. At issue is the current 
set of standards used by the state of Kansas for 
teaching science The current set, put in place by a 
6—4 board vote last year, places less emphasis on 
evolution. The removal of two anti-evolution 
board members sets up the potential reversal of 
that vote and could lead to science standards that 
place more emphasis on the teaching of evolution. 

The public favors teaching creationism in 
schools along with evolution ( 68 % favor and 
29% oppose), but it is opposed to the idea of 
teaching creationism instead of evolution by a 
55% to 40% margin. Further. Gallup Polls con¬ 
ducted last year show that one-quarter of 
Americans believe that teaching creationism 
should be required in the public schools, while 
56% say creationism should at least be ol lered to 
students as a subject of study 


Required. 

Offered but not required 

Not offered at all. 

No opinion. 


. .25% 
. .56 
. .16 

.. .3 


Which of the follow dug statements comes 
closest to your views on the origin and de¬ 
velopment of human beings—human beings 
have developed over millions of years from 
less advanced forms of life, but God guided 
this process; human beings have developed 
over millions of years from less advanced 
forms of life, but God had no part in (his 
process; or God created human beings 
pretty much in their present form at one tune 
within the last 10,000 years or so ? 


Developed, 
with God 


1999 

1997 

1993 

1982 

. . . .40% 

39% 

35% 

38% 


AUGUST 2 

GOP CONVENTION: THE 
ECONOMY AND TAXES 


nterview Dales: 7/25-26/00 
'NN/t/SA 7Wm'/Gallup Poll 
lurvey rfGO 131091 

Analysis: A Gallup Poll conducted July 25-26 
hows that Americans give the economy one of 
ts highest ratings of the past eight years, with 
4 % saying that economic conditions in the 
ounlry are either excellent (26%) or good (48%). 
t'hile iusi 4 % say they are poor. Eight years ago, 
horily before George W. Bush's fa,her. 
■resident George Bush, was ousted from office 
irgety on the basis of a poor economy, the smia- 
on was dramatically different. At that time, only 
I % rated the economy as good i less than I % as 
xcellenl), and 43% as poor. 


* * * 
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Republicans may be reveling in the irony of 
recent Gaiiup Polls that show that, while record 
numbers of Americans give the U.S. economy 
positive ratings, they have more confidence in 
George W. Bush to handle the economy than they 
do in AI Gore. Bush also does better than Gore 
on the issue of taxes, one of the centerpieces of 
the Bush campaign. Gallup polling shows that 
Americans tend to give both the Federal Reserve 
and Congress significant credit for the economy, 
blunting a major Democratic argument that a 
Gore election in November is necessary in order 
to continue the robust economic limes. 

One might expect that, with such high eco¬ 
nomic ratings and the Democrats holding power 
in the White House, voters would see Vice 
President Gore rather than Governor Bush as 
better able to continue the economically good 
times. But the current poll shows that, in fact, 
voters are slightly more likely—by a margin of 
47% to 40%—to say that Bush rather than Gore 
would better handle the economy. In March and 
April this year, Gaiiup Polls showed a virtual 
dead heat on this issue, with Gore enjoying a 
1-point lead in both months Still, it is clear that 
Gore is not getting much benefit from the posi¬ 
tive economic ratings, which increased during 
the Clinton administration Indeed, the latest poll 
shows that even among those who say the econ¬ 
omy is in excellent shape, Gore and Bush are 
virtually lied, with 48% saying the vice president 
would handle the economy better, and 45% opt¬ 
ing for Bush. Perceived ability to handle the 
economy is not a trivial issue. In a poll com- 
piet(_d last week, 86% said that the economy was 
an important factor In their decision on whom to 
vote for as president, making this the second 
most important issue of those rated, just slightly 
behind education. 

On Wednesday, Governor Jim Gilmore of 
Virginia is scheduled to address the GOP conven¬ 
tion on the subject oflowering taxes, a major ele¬ 
ment of Bush’s campaign proposals and an area 
where Republicans have been perceived more fa¬ 
vorably than Democrats The current poll reaf¬ 
firms that pattern, showing Bush with a 15-point 
advantage over Gore in the public's perceptions 
of which candidate can belter handle the issue. 


Earlier this year, Bush’s advantage was smaller, 
besting Gore by 9 points in April (47% to 38%) 
and by 7 points in March (48% to 41%). 

The tax issue, however, is not viewed as im¬ 
portantly as the economy, with 77% saying the 
candidates’ positions on taxes will have at least a 
very important influence on their vote for presi¬ 
dent. compared with the 86% who characterize 
the economy that way. In addition, a poll last 
January suggests some complexities in this issue, 
as respondents said they would prefer more em¬ 
phasis on reducing the national debt than cutting 
taxes, by a 54% to 41% margin, a position that 
appears at odds with Bush’s proposals. On the 
other hand, the public also favors Bush over Gore 
in handling the budget surplus, by a margin of 
49% to 38%. 

The highlight Wednesday evening at the 
GOP convention will be an address by Bush’s 
choice for vice president, former Defense 
Secretary Dick Cheney. A Gallup Poll conducted 
the night before Bush made his announcement of¬ 
ficial, but after much publicity about who the 
choice would be, found Americans generally posi¬ 
tive about the selection. Fifty-five percent of regis¬ 
tered voters rated Cheney’s selection as either 
excellent or pretty good, compared with 34% who 
said the choice was either fair or poor. By 57% to 
18%, voters said he was qualified to be president, 
and by 64% to 15% voters said the choice re¬ 
flected favorably, rather than unfavorably, on 
Bush, 

It is clear that some of these attitudes are 
based on little information about the vice presi¬ 
dential candidate, however. In the latest Gallup 
Poll, conducted a couple of days after Cheney's 
selection, about four in ten did not know enough 
about Cheney to give him either a favorable or 
unfavorable rating But among those who did, the 
favorable outnumbered the unfavorable ratings 
by a 3-to- 1 ratio, 46% to 15%. The various recent 
ratings of Cheney suggest that his help to the 
Republican ticket will be considerably greater 
than that of Dan Quayle, former President Bush s 
choice in 1988, But Gallup Polls also suggest that 
Cheney is unlikely to be as helpful to his ticket as 
was Jack Kemp to the Republican ticket in 1996 . 
or Al Gore to the Democratic ticket in S 992. 
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AUGUST 3 

GORE VS. BUSH: LEADERSHIP 
QUALITIES AND THE ISSUES 

Interview Dates: 7/25-26/00 
CNN/USA TWtry/Gailup Poll 
Survey #GO 131091 

We'd like to get your overall opinion of 
some people in the news. Ax / read each 
name, please say if you have a favorable or 
unfavorable opinion of this person, or if you 
have never heard of him: 


Al Gore? 



Favor- 

Unfavor - 

No 

opinion; 

never 


able 

able 

heard of 

2000 Jul 25-26 _ 

. .56% 

38% 

6% 

2000Jul14-16 .... 

. .58 

34 

8 

2000 Jun 23-25 

. .52 

39 

9 

2000 Jun 6-7 . 

. .59 

35 

6 

2000Apr28-30 ... 

. .53 

38 

9 

2000Mar 10-12 ... 

. .59 

36 

5 

2000Feb25-27 ... 

..59 

35 

6 

2000 Feb 20-21 ... 

. .56 

37 

7 

2000 Feb 4-6 ..... 

. .57 

37 

6 

2000Jan 17-19 ... . 

. .56 

38 

6 

George W. Bush 

7 

Favor- 

Unfavor- 

No 

opinion; 

never 


able 

able 

heard oj 

2000 Jul 25-26 .... 

. .63% 

31% 

6% 

2000Jul14-16 .... 

. .64 

29 

7 

2000 Jun 23-25 

. .60 

31 

9 

2000Jun6-7 ..... 

. .64 

29 

7 

2000Apr28-30 ... 

. .61 

33 

6 

2000 Mar 10-12 

..63 

32 

5 

2000 Feb 25-27 ... 

. .57 

35 

8 

2000 Feb 20-21 

..58 

35 

7 

2000 Feb 4-6 

. .63 

31 

6 

2000 Jan 17-19. 

..66 

26 

8 


Please tell me whether you agree or dis¬ 
agree that each of the following has the per¬ 


sonality and leadership qualities a president 
should have: 

Al Gore? 


No 


Agree 

Disagree 

opinion 

Likely Voters 



2000 Jul 25-26 .49% 

49% 

2 % 

2000 Apr 7-9. .51 

44 

5 

2000 Jan 17-19.50 

47 

3 

National Adults 



2000 Jui25-26 .52 

44 

4 

2000 Apr 7-9 .52 

41 

7 

2000 Jan 17-19 ..52 

43 

5 

George W. Bush ? 





No 

Agree 

Disagree 

opinion 

Likely Voters 



2000 Jul 25-26 .65% 

31% 

4% 

2000 Apr 7-9 .62 

31 

7 

2000 Jan 17-19.64 

32 

4 

National Adults 



2000 Jul25-26 .62 

32 

6 

2000 Apr 7-9 .61 

30 

9 

2000 Jan 17-19.65 

28 

7 

If Al Gore or George W. 

Bush wei 

■£■ to win 

the election in November, do you 

think he 

would or would not make 

a good president . 

or don’t you know enough to say? 



Core 

Bush 

Yes, would .. 

.. .41% 

54% 

No, would not 

. . .35 

20 

No opinion ... .... 

.. .24 

26 


From what you know, do you approve or 
disapprove of the way George W. Bush has 
handled his job as governoi of Texas ? 


_54% 

Approve.. 

Disapprove.,g 

No opinion.. 

For each of the following candidates, please 
sav whether you dunk his political views are 
too conservative, about right, or too liberal. 
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Al Gore? 


Too About 

Too 

No 

amsenaiivc nght 

liberal 

opinion 

2000 Jul 25-26 ...11% 35% 

40% 

14% 

2000Mar 10-12 ..12 42 

36 

10 

2000 Jan 17-19 .. .13 39 

35 

13 

George IV. Bush ? 

Too About 

Too 

No 

conservative right 

liberal 

opinion 

2000 Jul 25-26 ...30% 45% 

12 % 

13% 

2000Mar 10-12 .. .30 47 

14 

9 

2000 Feb 25-27 .. .33 38 

16 

13 

2000Jan 17-19 . ..27 45 

12 

16 

Newt, regardless of which presidential can- 

didate you support, please tell me 

if you 

think Al Gore or George IV Bush would bet- 

ter handle each of the following issues; 


Gore 

Bush* 

The environment .. . 

.58% 

30% 

Medicare . 

.49 

39 

Health care... 

.47 

41 

Abortion. 

.44 

38 

Creating opportunities for 

belter paying jobs . 

.44 

40 

Social Security .. 

.45 

43 

Education.. 

.45 

43 

The economy. 

.40 

47 

The gun issue. 

.37 

46 

Handling the budget surplus ... 

.38 

49 

Foreign trade . 

.36 

49 

Foreign affairs . 

.36 

50 

Taxes.. 

.36 

51 

National defense . 

.31 

58 


*“No opinion” is omitted. 

Thinking about the following characteristics 
and qualities, please say whether you think 
tuch one applies more to Al Gore or more to 
George W. Bush: 

Gore Bush * 

Cares about the needs of 
people like you .. 43 % 43% 


Understands complex issues .. 

. .41 

43 

Generally agrees with you on 



the issues you care about.... 

. .42 

45 

Shares your values. 

. .41 

46 

Someone you would be proud 



to have as president. 

. .39 

46 

Has a vision for the country’s 



future. 

. .38 

45 

Honest and trustworthy . 

. .37 

44 

Can manage the 



government effectively ...,. 

.31 

49 

Is a strong and decisive leader . 

. .32 

54 


*“No opinion" is omitted. 


Analysis: Governor George W. Bush is not only 
popular among the Republicans filling the con¬ 
vention hall in Philadelphia this week, but also 
among the public at large. A Gallup Poll con¬ 
ducted July 25-26, just prior to the start of the 
GOP convention, found nearly two-thirds oi 
Americans holding a favorable view of the soon- 
to-be Republican nominee and a similar number 
sharing the belief that Bush has the leadership 
qualities it takes to be president. Even prior to the 
GOP convention buildup, respondents saw the 
Texas governor as the better of the two major 
party candidates on a number of presidential 
characteristics, including management skills, 
honesty, and vision. Democratic contender Al 
Gore receives nearly the same overall favorable 
rating as Bush, but he lags behind the Texas gov¬ 
ernor in perceived leadership strength and on 
most other presidential qualities. 

Bush entered the Republican convention 
with room for improvement in terms of his per¬ 
ceived competency to handle key issues should he 
become president. While Gallup’s pre-convention 
poll finds Bush viewed as more capable than Gore 
on a number of policy issues. Gore runs close to 
or ahead of Bush on the three issues rated by 
Americans as most important to their vote this 
fall—education, the economy, and health care. 
The only issue tested on which Bush lags far be¬ 
hind Gore is die environment, which is considered 
to be a trademark issue for Gore. However, Bush 
has an equally strong advantage over Gore on the 
issue of national defense and enjoys clear advan¬ 
tages on taxes, foreign affairs, and foreign trade 
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The area in which Bush clearly dominates 
Gore from the public’s perspective is personal 
traits and characteristics. Bush leads Gore on all 
but one personal characteristic tested by Gallup 
in the new survey, particularly on the presidential 
qualities of being “a strong and decisive leader" 
and “can manage the government effectively," 
where the Texas governor leads Gore by 22 
points and 12 points, respectively. Bush leads 
Gore by 7 points for being honest and trustwor¬ 
thy, “having a vision for the country’s future,” 
and being someone whom Americans would be 
proud to have as president. He leads by smaller 
margins as being someone who “shares your val¬ 
ues,” “generally agrees with you on issues you 
care about,” and “understands complex issues." 
Bush and Gore tie on “cares about the needs of 
people like you.” 

Fifty-four percent today say that Bush would 
make a good president if elected, while 41% say 
Gore would make a good president, consistent 
with Bush’s overall lead. While Bush’s public 
image as Texas governor is somewhat less posi¬ 
tive today than when it was first measured last 
fall, a majority (54%) still approve of the way he 
has handled his job of governor, while only 18% 
disapprove and 28% are unsure. 

Early in 1999, when Gallup first asked 
Americans to give their opinion of George W. 
Bush, it was strongly positive, with very few un¬ 
favorable ratings. As the public has gotten to 
know Bush over the past year, an increasing num¬ 
ber has been willing to express an opinion of him, 
and his unfavorable rating has doubled, from 15% 
in April 1999 to 31% today. Despite this increase 
in the number of his detractors, perceptions of 
Bush remain overwhelmingly positive, with 63% 
today, compared to 73% last year, saying they 
Vlew him favorably. Gore’s ratings have remained 
virtually unchanged over the same time span and 
m ost recently were found to be 56% favorable, 
38% unfavorable, with 6% unsure. 

Political observers have noted that the goals 
°f this year’s Republican convention include 
Caching 0lJ t to blacks, women, and other mtnort- 
les as well as attempting to attract political moder¬ 
ates and independents to the GOP ticket. These 
e roographic and ideological targets make sense 


from the standpoint of a candidate and party seek¬ 
ing to expand their base. Support for Bush among 
men is extraordinarily high, as it has been through¬ 
out his candidacy. Bush now leads Gore by 23 
points among men. 56% to 33%. By contrast he 
leads by only 2 points among women, 46% to 
44%, although he has generally been lagging be¬ 
hind Gore among women in recent months. 

Bush’s effort to project himself as a “com¬ 
passionate conservative" is at least in part de¬ 
signed to bridge the two groups that could prove 
critical to his success this fall—moderates and 
conservatives. Bush has a reliably strong base of 
support among the large group who describe 
themselves as conservatives, just as Gore can 
count on a high rate of support among self- 
described liberals. The advantage for Bush is that 
conservatives outnumber liberals in the electorate 
by a nearly 3-to-l margin, 46% to 16%. The bat¬ 
tleground for votes is among the remaining 38% 
of voters who consider themselves politically 
moderate. Indeed, throughout the race they have 
proved to be fickle. However, in Gallup's most 
recent survey. Gore leads among this group by 13 
points, 50% to 37%. 

Although Bush currently enjoys a comfort¬ 
able lead in the presidential race without the sup¬ 
port of a majority of moderates, winning this 
sroup or even expanding his numbers here could 
give him a comfortable margin of victory-. Going 
into the Republican convention, Gallup found 
moderate voters evenly divided in iheir views 
about Bush’s politics, with 40% saying he is loo 
conservative and 41% saying he is "about right.” 
However, moderates aie similarly split with re¬ 
spect to Gore, with 40% calling him too liberal 
and 41 % saying he is about right. 

AUGUST 7 

POST-GGP CONVENTION: 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEAT 

Interview Dates: B/4—5/00 
CNN/USA TodayfCiMup Poll 
Survey IKjO 1311GS 

Now suppose that the presidential ela tion 

were being held today, and tt included Al 

Gore as the Democratic Parry's candidate, 
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George W, Bush and Dick Cheney as the 
Republican Party's candidates, Pat Buchanan 
as the Reform Party candidate, and Ralph 
Nader and Winona LaDuke as the Green 
Party candidates. Would you vote for Al Gore, 
the Democrat; George IK Bush and Dick 
Ciienev, the Republicans; Pat Buchanan, the 
Reform Pans candidate; or Ralph Nader and 
Winona LaDuke. the Green Party candidates? 
[IF UNSURE: As of today, do you lean 
toward Al Gore, the Democrat; George W. 
Bush and Dick Cheney, the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan, the Reform Party candidate; or 
Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the Green 


Party candidates?] 

Gore 

Likely Voters 

Bush/ 

Cheney 

Nader/ 
Buchanan LaDuke * 

2000 Aug 4—5 . 

.. .37 %p 

54% 

i% 

4% 

2000 Jul 25-26t 

. ..39 

50 

i 

4 

2000 Jul 14-16 

...43 

45 

3 

5 

2000 Jun 23-25 

...38 

50 

2 

6 

2000 Jun 6-7 .. 

...41 

46 

2 

6 


' "Other (vol.); no opinion” is omitted. 
jVice presidential candidates Dick Cheney and 
Winona LaDuke included on ballot beginning 
July 25-26 

Regardless of whom you support, and trying 
to be as objective as possible, who do you 
think will win the election in November—Al 
Gore, or George IK Bush ? 


Likely Voters 

Gore 

Bush 

Other 

(vol.), 

no 

opinion 

2000 Aug 4-5 . 

.25% 

68% 

1% 

2000 Jun 6-7 .. 

.34 

55 

11 

2000 Mar 10-12 

National Adults 

.39 

47 

14 

2000 Aug 4-5 . 

.23 

70 

7 

2000 Jun 6-7 .. 

■ * * * * j j 

53 

12 

14 

2000 Mar 10-12 

-38 

48 


Analysis: Republican presidential nominee 
George W. Bush, gaining momentum during an al- 

o 


most two-week time span in which his choice of 
Dick Cheney as vice president and the Republican 
National Convention dominated news coverage, 
has moved ahead of Democrat Al Gore amonu 
likely voters by a 1 7-point margin. Not only has 
Bush’s position on the ballot strengthened, but an 
overwhelming 70% now say it is likely that Bush, 
not Gore, will win the election in November 
Gore’s favorable ratings among the public are now 
15 points lower than Bush’s. At the same time. 
Republican vice presidential nominee Cheney's 
image has become more unfavorable over the 
course of the past week, and the overall impact of 
the convention as reported by voters is lower on 
several measures than the impact of other cotnen- 
tions in previous years, particularly the 1992 
Democratic convention at which Bill Clinton and 
Al Gore received their party’s nomination 

Bush’s current 17-point margin over Gore, 
54% to 37%, is an expansion of the 11-point lead 
Bush held in the week leading up to the GOP 
convention in Philadelphia. (Green Parly nomi¬ 
nee Ralph Nader receives 4% of the vote, and 
possible Reform Party nominee Pat Buchanan re¬ 
ceives 1%, roughly where both candidates have 
been in recent polls.) Bush has led Gore in every 
poll conducted by Gallup over the last two years 
and Bush’s lead reached double digits several 
times last year and earlier this year. Thus, the 
GOP convention had the effect of solidifying 
Bush’s leadership position in this race rather than 
changing the race’s structure. 

Most candidates get at least some "bounce 
out of their convention, so Bush’s gain is in line 
with historic expectations, just as is the expecta¬ 
tion that Gore will gain as a result of the 
Democratic convention beginning August 14 in 
Los Angeles. But Gore needs a more major struc¬ 
tural change in voter sentiment as he announces 
his vice presidential nominee and goes throng' 1 
the lour days of the Los Angeles convention u 
the Democratic ticket is to emerge, going i ,lt0 
Labor Day, in the rough parity position ilia* 
would signal a highly competitive race through 
September and October. 

It is interesting to note that Democrat Michael 
Dukakis had a 54% to 37% lead over George Bush 
the elder immediately after the Democratic conven- 
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tion in the summer of 1988. only to have his lead 
evaporate after the Republican convention Bush, 
of course, went on to victory' in November of that 
year, suggesting that, in theory. Gore can come 
from behind and eventually beat George W. Bush 
in this year’s election. 

The convention had the impact of increasing 
George W. Bush’s positioning against Gore on 
several measures in addition to the basic ballot: 

• Bush’s “favorable” rating is now at 67%, 
up slightly from his pre-convention 63%. 
At the same time. Gore’s favorable rating 
is now only 52%, tied for the lowest rat¬ 
ing he has received since December of 
1997, when he received a 50% favorable 
rating. In the pre-convention poll. Gore's 
favorable rating was 56%. The vice presi¬ 
dent’s unfavorable rating went up from 
38% to 42% during the convention week 

• Perhaps one ol the most significant posi¬ 
tives for Bush at this point in the race is 
the perception on the part of the public 
that he has momentum and that he is a 
winner. Bush has gained 22 points on this 
measure since March. While 88% of 
Republicans say that their candidate, 
George W. Bush, will win, only 44% of 
Democrats say that their candidate, Al 
Gore, will wdn. Fifty percent of Demo¬ 
crats say that Bush will win. Independents 
are strongly likely to perceive a Bush vic¬ 
tory in the fall, by a 71% to 20%’ margin 

However, some of the opinions as measured in 
this weekend’s survey are less positive lor 
Republicans than would be suggested by Bush's 
strong ballot position: 

• There is little sign that Bush’s pick for 
vice president, Dick Cheney, has caught 
on in a dramatically positive way with the 
public. Cheney’s favorable rating has ac¬ 
tually dropped slightly since before the 
GOP convention, from 46% to 44%. and 
his unfavorable rating is up from 15% to 
22%. These findings suggest that the 
Democratic efforts to criticize Cheney’s 
congressional voting record immediately 
after his appointment may have had an 
impact on his image among the public 


• Bush s acceptance speech is no more 
highly rated than was Bob Dole's after the 
1996 convention 

• Several indicators of the impact of the GOP 
convention are actually lower than the same 
indicators measured after other conven¬ 
tions Lor example, the overall percentage 
who say that what they “saw or read of tins 
week's Republican convention” made them 
more likely to support the Bush ticket 
(44%) is lower than the 60% who said that 
the Democratic convention in 1992 made 
them more likely to vote for Bill Clinton. 
Similarly, Michael Dukakis got more of a 
boost from his 1988 convention on this 
measure than did Bush this year 

• Although 37%' now say that the Repub¬ 
lican convention and the Bush/' heney 
ticket have convinced them that the 
Republican Party has changed for the bet¬ 
ter 61% said that about the Democratic 
Party as a result of the Democratic con¬ 
vention of 1992 

All in all. despite reports of low television rat 
ings, a somewhat higher percentage this year than 
in 1996 said they watched a great deal or souk of 
the GOP convention—56% for this year's con¬ 
vention, compared to 45% for the 1996 Dole/ 
Kemp convention. 


AUGUST 8 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS/ 

JOE LIEBERMAN 

Interview Date. 8/7/00 
CNN/US/17Wm70allup Poll 
Survey $CO 131169 

As YOU may know. Democratic presidential 
candidate Al Gore has selected Connecticut 
Senator Joe Ueberman as his vice presiden¬ 
tial running mate Now, suppose that the pres¬ 
idential election were being held today, and it 
included Al Gore and Joe Ueberman as the 
Democratic Party's candidates, George U 
Bush and Pick Cheney as the Republican 
Party’s candidates, Pat Buchanan as the 
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Reform Party candidate, and Ralph Nader 
and Winona La Duke as the Green Party can¬ 
didates. Would you vote for Al Gore and Joe 
Uebennan, the Democrats; George W. Bush 
and Dtck Cheney, the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan, the Reform Party candidate; or 
Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the Green 
Party candidates? (IF UNSURE: As of today, 
do you lean toward Al Gore and Joe 
Ueberman. the Democrats; George \V. Bush 
and Dick Cheney, the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan, the Reform Part}- candidate; or 
Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the Green 


Party candidates ?/ 

Gore/ 

Litber- 

man 

Registered Voters 

Bush/ 

Cheney 

Nader/ 
Buchanan LaDuke* 

2000 Aus7 .. , ,. 

.43% 

45% 

1 % 

4% 

2000Aug4-5 ... 

.35 

54 

1 

4 

2000Jul 25-26 .. 

.4J 

46 

9 

Amm 

4 

2000 Jul 24f . . .. 

.41 

49 

1 

3 

2000 Jul 14-16 .. 

.41 

43 

3 

6 

2000 Jun 23-25 .. 

.40 

47 

3 

6 

2000 Jun 6-7 . . . . 

.42 

43 

3 

5 

2000 Apr 28-30 .. 

.42 

44 

4 

4 


*“Olher (vol.); no opinion" is omitted. 
tVice presidential candidates Dick Cheney and 
Winona LaDuke included on ballot becinnins 
July 24 

If Al Gore and Joe Ueberman were the Demo¬ 
cratic Parly's candidates and George W. Bush 
and Dick Cheney were the Republican 
Party s candidates, whom would you be 
more likely to vote for—Al Gore and Joe 
Ueberman, the Democrats, or George W. 
Bush and Dick Cheney, the Republicans? 
(IF UNDECIDED; Ay oj today, do von lean 
more toward Al Gore and Joe Ueberman, 
the Democrats, or George W. Bush and Dick 
Cheney, the Republicans?} 


Gore./ 

Bush/ 

Other 

(vol); 

no 

Ueberman 

Registered Voters 

Cheney 

opinion 

2000 Aug 7. 46 % 

47% 

1% 
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2000 Aug 4-5 .. 
2000 Jui 25-26 . 
2000 Jul 24* ... 
2000 Jul 14-16 . 
2000 Jul 6-9 .. . 
2000 Jun 23-25 
2000 Jun 6-7 .. 


..38 

57 

. .44 

50 

..45 

49 

. .45 

47 

..44 

45 

. .42 

48 

. .44 

46 


5 

6 
6 
8 

11 

10 

10 


*Vice presidential candidate Dick Cheney in¬ 
cluded on ballot beginning July 24 


Next, we’d like to get your overall opinion of 
some people in the news. As I read each 
name, please say if you have a favorable oi 
unfavorable opinion of this person, or if you 
have never heard of him: 

Al Gore? 




Favor * 

Unfavor- 

opinion; 

never 


able 

able 

heard of 

Registered Voters 
2000 Aug 7 .. 

. .54% 

38% 

8% 

National Adults 

2000 Aug 4-5. 

..52 

42 

6 

2000 Jul 25-26 .... 

..56 

38 

6 

2000Jul 14-16 .... 

. .58 

34 

8 

2000 Jun 23-25 ... 

. .52 

39 

9 

2000 Jun 6-7 . 

. .59 

35 

6 

Connecticut Senator Joe Uebennan 

? 


Favor - 

Unfavor- 

No 

opinion. 

never 


able 

able 

heard 0 } 

Registered Voters 

2000 Aug 7. 

. .37% 

10 % 

53% 

Dick Cheney? 

Favor- 

Unfavor- 

No 

opinion, 

never 


able 

able 

heard of 

Registered Voters 

2000 Aug 7. 

. .52% 

21% 

27% 

2000 Jul 24 .. 

. .51 

11 

38 


National Adults 

2000 Aug 4-5 .-44 22 34 

2000 Jul 25-26 .46 15 39 


How would you rate Al Gore ’a choice of 
Senator Joe Lie berm an of Connecticut for 
vice president—excellent, pretty good, only 
fair, or poor? 



Registered 

Gore 

Bush 


voters 

voters 

voters 

Excellent...... 

.18% 

25% 

12% 

Pretty good .... 

.35 

46 

27 

Only fair. 

... .21 

15 

29 

Poor.. 

.7 

3 

11 

No opinion .... 

.19 

11 

21 

Does having Joe Lieberman as his 

running 

mate make 

you more like 

7y to vote for Al 

Gore in November, less likely , or will it not 

have much effect on your vote? 



Registered 

Gore 

Bush 


voters 

voters 

voters 

More likely .... 

.... 16% 

28% 

6 % 

Less likely. 

. 4 

3 

6 

Not much effect 

.76 

66 

85 

No opinion .... 

. 4 

3 

3 


Based on what xou know about Joe Lieber- 
man, do you think he is qualified to sene as 


president if it becomes necessary, 

or not? 

Registered 

Gore 

Bush 

voters 

voters 

voters 

Yes, qualified .52% 

65% 

41% 

No. not qualified.13 

9 

19 

No opinion .35 

26 

40 


Do von think that Al Gore’s choice of Joe 
Lieberman as his vice presidential running 
mate reflects favorably or unfavorably on 
Gore '5 ability to make Important p re si dee¬ 
ded decisions? 



Registered 

Gore 

Bush 

favorably .... 

voters 

voters 

voters 

.57% 

78% 

40% 

Unfavorably 

.19 

9 

31 

No opinion .. 

.24 

13 

29 


Av you may know, Connecticut Senator Joe 
Lieberman is Jewish. Does this fact make 


you more in favor of him. 

less in 

favor of 

him, or doesn V it make any 

different 

t e at all? 

Registered 

Gore 

Bush 

voters 

voters 

voters 

More in favor.7% 

12 % 

37c 

Less in favor ...4 

4 

3 

No difference; 



no opinion .89 

84 

94 

Now, thinking about the people in 

die area 

where you live, will the fact that Joe Lie - 

berntan is Jewish make the people in the 

area where you live more 

in favor of him, 

less in favor of him, or won 7 it make any 

difference at alt 9 



Registered 

Gore 

Bush 

voters 

voters 

voters 

More in favor.9% 

13% 

5% 

Less in favor.14 

16 

13 

No difference ..... .67 

64 

74 

No opinion .10 

7 

8 

Do v on think the fact that Joe Lieberman is 

Jewish will help or hurt Al Gore's 

■ hances 

of winning the election, or 

will it 

not have 

much effect on his chances 

i 


Registered 

Gore 

Bush 

voters 

voters 

voters 

Help .. 

27% 

23% 

Hurt ... . .13 

14 

14 

No difference . .52 

51 

56 

No opinion 9 

8 

7 


Av you may know. Joe Ueberman was one of 
die most outspoken Democratic critics in the 
Senate against Bill Clinton during the 
Monica Lewinsky controversy, but ulti¬ 
mately did not vote to remove Clinton from 
office. Do these facts make you more in 
favor of Joe Ueberman, less in favor of him, 
or don’t they make any difference at all 0 

Registered Gore Hush 

voters voters voters 
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Less in favor .... 

.,..21 

10 

33 

No difference ... 

.. .50 

60 

41 

No opinion ... . 

.3 

2 

2 

Finally , what is y our persona! reaction—arc 
you excited by Gore s choice of Lieberman, 

or not? 

Registered 

Gore 

Bush 


voters 

voters 

voters 

Yes, excited .... 

... .25% 

43% 

10% 

No. not excited .. 

. . .61 

46 

77 

No opinion . 

.. . .14 

11 

13 


Analysis: Americans appear to be generally posi¬ 
tive about the selection of Connecticut Senator 


Joseph Lieberman as A1 Gore's running mate, ac¬ 
cording to a special Gallup Poll of 667 registered 
voters conducted Monday evening, August 7, in 
the wake of news reports about Gore's decision. 
The poll shows that while about one-quarter of all 
registered voters do not know enough about 
Lieberman to have an opinion about hint, those 
who do know enough rate the Connecticut senator 
much more positively than negatively, feel he is 
qualified to be president if it ever becomes neces¬ 
sary, and give positive marks to Gore for the 
choice he made. The positive reaction to Gore's 
selection of Lieberman to be the Democratic vice 
presidential candidate is similar to the reaction 
voters had to George W. Bush’s selection of Dick 

Cheney to be the Republican vice presidential 
candidate. 


The poll also shows that the doubte-di 

lead that Bush enjoyed in a Gallup Poll 1 

Friday and Saturday, conducted immediati 

alter the GOP convention, has narrowed sign: 

cantly, with the possibility that the president 

race is essentially back in the same pattern as 

the previous four months, from April throu 

July. This narrowing of the race is likely to be i 

result ot the shift in positive media coverage fn 

the Republicans to the Democrats after die end 

the GOP convenuon, rather than the resuk spec 

ically of Lieberman's selection as the Democra 
running mate. 


Overall, more than half (53%) of all regis¬ 
tered voters do not know enough about 
Lieberman to rate him, including 24% who have 
never heard of him at all. By contrast, when Bush 
announced his vice presidential choice, Cheney, 
who had acquired visibility as Secretary of 
Defense during the Persian Gulf war, was un¬ 
known to only 38% of registered voters, includ¬ 
ing just 7% who had never heard of him. For both 
vice presidential candidates, among voters who 
had heard of them, the ratings were much more 
positive than negative. Overall, 37% of registered 
voters have a favorable opinion of Lieberman and 
just 10% an unfavorable opinion. For Cheney, the 
ratio was even more positive, 51% to 1 1% 
Similarly, voters say the Lieberman choice re¬ 
flects favorably rather than unfavorably on Gore 
by a margin of 57% to 19%. But the ratio was 
even higher when voters were asked about the 
choice of Cheney ; by 64% to 15%, voters said it 
reflected favorably on Bush. 

Still, voters rate the choices of the respective 
candidates in about the same terms, with 53% 
saying Lieberman is an excellent or pretty good 
choice, and 28% saying fair or poor. The compa¬ 
rable numbers for Cheney were 55% to 34% 
Voters also say that Lieberman is qualified to be 
president if it becomes necessary, by a 52% to 
13% margin, while voters rated Cheney as quali¬ 
fied to be president by a 57% to 18% margin. 
When voters are asked specifically whether the 
choice of Lieberman would be more likely or less 
likely to make them vote for Gore, 16% say more 
likely, 4% less likely, while 76% say no effect. 
The reaction to the Cheney selection was slightly 
less positive, as 14% said more likely, while 10% 
said less likely, and 72% said no effect. 

One dimension of Gore’s choice that has re¬ 
ceived wide publicity is the fact that Lieberman 
will become the first major party nominee who i s 
Jewish. The vast majority of voters (88%) say 
that it makes no difference to them th al 
Lieberman is Jewish, while 7% say it makes them 
feel more favorably toward him, and another 4% 
say less favorably. But while voters say the 
Connecticut senator’s religion will not altec' 
them personally, they are slightly more likely t° 
think that it may have a negative effect on the 
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people in the area where they live. Fourteen per¬ 
cent say the fact that Lieberman is Jewish will 
make the people in their area less favorable 
toward him, while just 9% say more favorable. 
Despite this assessment, voters are more likely to 
think Lieberman’s religion will help (26%) rather 
than hurt (13%) Gore’s chances of winning the 
election. 

The current poll reminded voters of the 
choice of Lieberman and then asked for whom 
they would vote, given a four-way choice among 
Gore/Liebemnan, Bush/Cheney, Green Party can¬ 
didate Ralph Nader and his vice presidential 
nominee Winona La Duke, and probable Reform 
Party candidate Pat Buchanan. The results show a 
major shift from the results of a Gallup Poll taken 
on Friday and Saturday, August 4-5, immediately 
after the GOP convention. In Monday night’s 
poll. Bush receives 45%> o' registered voter sup¬ 
port and Gore 43%, with Nader receiving 4% and 
Buchanan 1%. In the Fnday/Saturday poll. Bush 
led Gore by 54% to 35% among registered vot¬ 
ers. For the four-month penod leading up to the 
convention, however. Bush averaged 45% sup¬ 
port, while Gore averaged 41%—very similar to 
the support each candidate receives in the current 
poll. 

It should be noted that the results reported 
here are based on registered, rather than likely, 
voters. Typically, although not always, likely vot¬ 
ers tend to be more Republican than registered 
voters are, giving Bush about a 4- to 5-point 
larger lead. Still, the current results suggest a re¬ 
turn to the pre-GOP convention pattern, where 
Bush’s lead over Gore vacillated and was usually 
only in single digits. It seems unlikely that the 
choice of Lieberman by itself has caused this 
change in voter sentiment, given his low recogni¬ 
tion among voters and the fact that his ratings are 
clearly no better than Cheney’s A more likely 
explanation is that the shift in focus by the news 
ntedia, from positive coverage about Bush and 
his nomination to positive coverage about Gore 
a nd his possible choices for vice president, has 
stimulated a more Democratic reaction among the 
Several public—a finding that would be in line 
w hh the historic pattern of polls conducted in and 
^ound the parties’ conventions. 


AUGUST 9 

THE INDEPENDENT VOTE 

Interview Date: 8/7/00 
CNN /USA Tbdm/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131169 

Analysis: Whoever said modern political con¬ 
ventions are meaningless certainly wasn’t refer¬ 
ring to the potential that conventions have to 
influence voters in the race for president, Their 
nomination may be secured, but A1 Gore and 
Joseph Lieberman still have an important job 
next week at the Democratic convention in Los 
Angeles—to solidify the impressive gam they 
made this week with independent voters and, if 
possible, to build on it. A Gallup reaction poll to 
news of tile Lieberman choice finds the race now 
back to 2 points among registered voters, 45% to 
43%, thus already erasing the Republicans’ con¬ 
vention gains before a single delegate is seated at 
the Democratic convention in Los Angeles. 

Much of the volatility in the presidential 
horse race over the past month has occurred 
among the roughly one-third of Americans who 
consider themselves politically ' independent." 
As of mid-July, before the convention season 
began, independents were evenly divided in their 
support for the major party candidates, with 37% 
favoring Bush and 36% supporting Gore, tin the 
same poll. Green Party nominee Ralph Nader was 
supported by 12% of independent voters and 
Reform Party candidate Pat Buchanan by 7%.) 
However, as Republican political activity picked 
up m July with the Cheney selection, followed by 
the Republican convention, independents became 
increasingly supportive of Bush. This support 
peaked in Gallup’s post-Republicun convention 
poll taken July 25-26 in which independents 
favored Bush over Gore by a 27-point maigin. 
53% vs. 26% However, the latest poll taken 
Aueust 7, after news that Lieberman would be¬ 
come the first Jewish American to be nominated 
by either major party for the vice presidency, 
shows (hat Bush’s support among independents 
has dropped to a 9-point lead. 41% to 32% 

Over the same time period, there has been 
greater consistency in the support patterns of 
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rank-and-file Republicans and Democrats, Bush’s 
lead among Republicans has varied from 81 to 91 
percentage points, while Gore’s lead among 
Democrats has varied from 67 to 81 points. 


Party Support For Bush vs. Gore in 
4-Way Trial Heats 
(By Number of Points) 



Bush 

Bush 

Gore 


lead 

lead 

lead 


among 

among 

among 


Repub¬ 

indepen¬ 

Demo¬ 


licans 

dents 

crats 

Aueust 7 Lieberman 

Reaction Poll 

89 

9 

70 

August 4-5 Post- 

GOP Convention 

91 

27 

67 

July 25-26 Pre- 

GOP Convention 

90 

21 

81 

July 24 Cheney 

Reaction Poll 

94 

12 

69 

July 14-16 Pre- 

Convention Period 

81 

1 

79 


Gore’s best prospects for taking the lead next 
week include expanding his support among inde¬ 
pendents and solidifying his Democratic base, or 
some combination of the two. Relying only on in¬ 
dependents, Gore would need to take the lead 
over Bush among this group by a roughly 5-point 
margin something he has not been able to do 
thus tar. but that may now be a realistic target 
given the heavy media attention that will be di¬ 
rected at him and the Democratic Party over the 
next ten days. Gore could also move into first 
place by expanding his advantage over Bush 
among Democrats to 90 points. Again, this is 
something he has failed to do according to Gallup 
polling to date, but that may now be possible. 


AUGUST 10 

GORE VS. BUSH; LEADERSHIP 
QUALITIES AND THE ISSUES 

Interview Dates: 7/25-26/00,8/4-5/00 
CNN IUSA TotA/v/Gallup Poll 
Surveys #GO 131091, #GO 131 [68 


Please tell me whether you agree or dis¬ 
agree that each of the following has the per¬ 
sonality and leadership qualities a president 
should have: 

Al Gore? 

No 


Agree 

Likely Voters 

Disagree 

opinion 

2000 Aug 4-5.51% 

45% 

4% 

2000 Jul 25-26 .49 

49 


2000Apr7-9 ...51 

44 

5 

2000 Jan 17-19 ...,. .50 

National Adults 

47 

3 

2000 Aug 4-5.53 

43 

4 

2000 Jul 25-26 .52 

44 

4 

2000 Apr 7-9 .52 

41 

7 

2000 Jan 17-19.52 

George VK Bush? 

43 

5 

No 

Agree 

Likely Voters 

Disagree 

opinion 

2000 Aug 4-5..71% 

26% 

3% 

2000 Jul 25-26 .65 

31 

4 

2000 Apr 7-9.62 

31 

7 

2000 Jan 17-19.64 

National Adults 

32 

4 

2000 Aug 4-5.. .70 

26 

4 

2000 Jul 25-26 .62 

32 

6 

2000 Apr 7-9.61 

30 

9 

2000 Jan 17-19.65 

28 

7 

Thinking about the following characteristics 

and qualities; please say 

whether you hunk 

each one applies more to Al Gore or more to 
George VK Bush: 

Shares your values ? 

Both: 

same: 
neither 
(vol). 
no 

Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 4-5 .......38% 

51% 


2000 Jul 25-26 .41 

46 

13 

2000 Apr 28-30 .40 

43 

17 
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Cares about the needs of people like you? 

Can manage the government effectively? 


Both; 



Both, 


same ; 



same; 


neither 



neither 


(vol.); 



(vol.); 


no 



no 

Gore Bush 

opinion 

Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 4-5.39% 49% 

12% 

2000 Aug 4-5.33% 

53% 

14% 

2000 Jul 25-26 .43 43 

14 

2000 Jul 25-26 .37 

49 

14 

2000 Apr 28—30 .42 39 

19 

2000 Apr 28-30 .40 

43 

17 



Has a vision for the country 

's future 

? 

Is a strong and decisive leader? 




Both; 





same; 


Both; 



neither 


same; 



(vol); 


neither 



no 


(vol.); 

Gore 

Bush 

opinion 


no 

2000 Aug 4-5.32% 

53% 

15% 

Gore Bush 

opinion 

2000 Jul 25-26 ..38 

45 

17 

2000 Aug 4-5.28% 60% 

12% 

2000 Apr 28-30 .38 

42 

20 

2000Jul 25-26 .32 54 

14 




2000 Apr 28-30 .30 50 

20 

Honest and trustworthy? 







Both. 





same. 

Generally agrees with you on the 

issues vou 



neither 

care about? 




(v h 





no 



Gore 

Bush 

opinion 


tsotli, 

same; 

2000 Aug 4-5-32% 

48% 

20% 


neither 

2000 Jul 25-26 .37 

44 

[9 


(vol.); 


no 



Gore 

Bush opinion 

2000 Aug 4-5 .. .. 

.. .40% 

49% 11 % 

2000Jul 25-26 . . . 

. . .42 

45 13 


Someone you would be proud to have as 
president? 


Gore 

2000 Aug 4-5..34% 

2 000 Jul 25-26 .39 



Both, 


same; 


neither 


(vol.); 


no 

Bush 

opinion 

52% 

14% 

46 

15 


Understands complex issues? 


Both; 
mnte: 
neither 
(voL ); 
no 


2000 Aug 4-5 
2000 Jul25-26 
2000 Apr 28-30 


Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

... .37% 

47% 

16% 

,...41 

43 

16 

....41 

36 

23 


Next, regardless of which presidential can¬ 
didate you support, please tell me tj von 
think Al Gore or George IK Bush would bel¬ 
ie r handle each of the following issues. 
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The economy ': 


Core 

2000 Aug 4-5.39% 

2000 Jul 25-26 ...40 

2000 Apr 28-30 .44 

2000 Mar 10-12_46 


Bush 

52% 

47 

43 

45 


Same 

(voi); 

no 

opinion 

9% 

13 

13 

9 


Taxes? 


Same 

(voi.); 

no 



Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

20(>0 Aug 4-5 .. 

.35% 

54% 

n% 

2000 Jul 25-26 , 

.36 

51 

13 

2000 Apr 28-30 

.38 

47 

15 

2000 Mar 10-12 

41 

if ^ 4 i ft f I 

48 

11 


Social Securin'? 


Gore 

2000 Aug 4-5..38% 

2000 Ju! 25-26 .45 


Bush 

52% 

43 


Same 

(voi); 

no 

opinion 

10 % 

12 


Medicare? 


Gore 

2000 Aug 4-5.42% 

2000 Jul 25-26 .49 


Bush 

47% 

39 


Same 


no 

opinion 

11 % 

12 


Health care? 


- ' 00 Aug 4—5 
2000 Jul25-26 . 
2000 Apr 28-30 
2000 Mar 10-12 


Gore 

.43% 

.47 

.49 

.54 


Bush 

46% 

41 

37 

34 


Same 

(voi); 

no 

opinion 

11 % 

32 

14 

12 


Education ? 


Same 

(voi); 



Gore 

Bush 

no 

opinion 

2000 Aug 4-5. 

.41% 

50% 

9% 

2000 Ju! 25-26 . 

.45 

43 

12 

2000 Apr 28-30 . 

.46 

41 

13 

2000 Mar 10-12 .... 

.48 

41 

11 

The gun issue? 

Gore 

Bush 

Same 

(voi); 

no 

opinion 

2000 Aug 4-5. 

.39% 

50% 

1 1% 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

.37 

46 

17 

2000 Apr 28-30 _ 

.37 

43 

20 

2000Mar 10-12 .... 

.44 

42 

14 

Abortion? 

Gore 

Bush 

Same 
( voi). 
no 

opinion 

2000 Aug 4—5. 

.43% 

43% 

14%r 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

.44 

38 

IS 

National defense. 

? 

Gore 

Bush 

Same 
( voi); 
no 

opinion 

2000 Aug 4-5 

.29% 

62% 

9% 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

.31 

58 

11 

The budget surplus ? 

Gore 

Bush 

Same 
( voi). 
no 

opinion 

2000 Aug 4-5. 

.38% 

51% 

1 1% 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

.38 

49 

13 

Race relations? 

Gore 

Bush 

Same 
(voih 
no 

opinion 

2000 Aug 4-5. 

.46% 

41% 

13% 
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Analysis: A Gallup Poll conducted August 4-5— 
the weekend following the GOP convention— 
shows that George W. Bush enjoys significant 
advantages over Al Gore on a variety of personal¬ 
ity characteristics and issues. The ratings dis¬ 
cussed here represent the high point for the Bush 
campaign so far. Bush’s challenge will be to 
maintain this perception while Gore and the 
Democrats take their turn on the national stage at 
their convention in Los Angeles next week 

The public believes that both major party 
candidates for president have the “personality and 
leadership qualities a president should have," 
though many more believe this of Bush (71%) 
than of Gore (51%). The rating for Bush on the 
heels of the Republican convention represents a 
high for his campaign, as Bush had been scoring 
in the low- to mid-60s on this measure earlier this 
year. Gore's ratings have remained fairly con¬ 
stant near 50% throughout the campaign. 

Bush also has an advantage on each of nine 
specific aspects of character, with his lead ranging 
from a low of 9 percentage points on “generally 
agrees with you on the issues you care about” to 
32 points on “a strong and decisive leader." Bush 
has enjoyed at least a 20-point advantage through¬ 
out this year on being a strong and decisive 
leader, which 47% in a July 25-26 Gallup Poll 
said was ail “extremely important" characteristic 
Only “honest and trustworthy” (55%) and “can 
manage the government effectively” (48%) are 
viewed as more important by the public, Bush 
currently holds a 16-point advantage over t ore on 
honesty and a 20-point advantage on his ability to 
manage the government effectively. 

Across the nine characteristics measured. 
Bush’s advantage over Gore increased by an av¬ 
erage or 9 points from just prior to the 
Republican convention (July 24-25) to immedi¬ 
ately following it (Aug 4—5). Bush gained the 
most ground on having a vision for the country s 
future, increasing his lead over Gore from 7 
Points to 21 points, a net gain of 14 points. He 
made substantia! improvement in terms ol 
being “someone you would be proud to have as 
President” (increasing his lead over Gore from 7 
18 points), caring about the needs of people 
increasing 10 points), and being a strong and de¬ 


cisive leader (increasing 10 points). A key test of 
Gore's viability going into the fall will be the de¬ 
gree to which he manages to change current per¬ 
ceptions on these characteristics during the 
Democratic convention. 

Bush also enjoys substantial leads on several 
issues that could play a role in determining the 
election outcome In fact, of eleven issues tested 
in the August 4—5 poll. Bush leads Gore on nine 
and is tied on another Respondents view Bush as 
better able to handle national defense by a 62% to 
29% margin over Gore. Defense has been an 
issue where Republicans typically have an advan¬ 
tage over Democrats in (he eyes of the public 
Bush also leads Gore significantly on taxes, an¬ 
other strong Republican issue, by a 54% to 35% 
margin. 

More important, however, at this stage of 
the campaign, Bush outperforms Gore on several 
issues where Democrats traditionally perform 
well, such as Social Security (14-point lead over 
Gore), education (9-point lead), and Medicare 
(5-point lead). The two candidates are tied on 
abortion, with 43% thinking each candidate is 
better equipped to handle that issue. The on! 
issue where Gore currently leads Bush is on race 
relations, where Gore has a 46% to 41 % edge. 

Just as occurred on the character ratings, the 
public’s impressions of Bush’s ability to handle 
key issues improved substantially following the 
Republican convention. On each of ten measured 
both before and after the convention. Bush gained 
around on Gore by an average ot about 8 points per 
issue. Bush's biggest gains were made on Social 
Security (where he gained 16 points on Gore). 
Medicare (15 points), and education (11 points) As 
is the case for the character ratings discussed 
above. Gore’s ability to gain ground on Bush dur¬ 
ing the Los Angeles convention on these issues 
may well foretell the structure of the campaign as it 
begins in earnest alter Labor Day. 


AUGUST 11 

WHO ARE THE DEMOCRATS? 


Analysis: As delegates converge on Los Angeles 
for the Democratic convention next Monday. 
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August 14, Gallup Polls indicate that about one- 
third of Americans identify themselves as 
Democrats, and that another 10% to 15% say that 
they lean toward the Democratic Party. These 
percentages are roughly the same for Repub¬ 
licans. Thus, between four and five out of ten re¬ 
spondents have at leasi some proclivity toward 
the Democratic Party, and it is these individuals 
whose views and desires are being represented 
next week in Los Angeles, 

For comparison purposes, the table on 
p. 239 sketches a portrait of Americans who com¬ 
prise the Democratic Party , compared to those 
who are Republicans. In order to provide esti¬ 
mates of the characteristics of voters from each 
party, Gallup has aggregated ten surveys con¬ 
ducted between March and July 2000, which in¬ 
clude over 10,000 interviews with national adults 
aged I8 and older. 

Several fads are immediately clear: 

* Democrats skew female, the foundation 
for the fabled gender gap in presidential 
voting that has given every Democratic 
candidate for the past twenty years a 
higher percentage of the female than male 
vote. Gallup’s aggregated totals show that 
57% of Democrats nationwide are women, 
compared to only 47% of Republicans 

* Although whites comprise the significant 
majority of both parties, the Democratic 
Party has many more minority adherents 
than the Republican Party. Nineteen per¬ 
cent of Democrats are black, with an addi¬ 
tional 6% who are members of other 
minority groups, leaving 75% of Demo¬ 
crats who are white. Republicans, on the 

other hand, are 93% white and only 3% 
black 

* though Democrats and Republicans 
boast equal numbers at the upper end of 
the education a] spectrum—that is, with 
postgraduate degrees—Democrats are 
more likely than Republicans to be in the 

category of those with high-school educa¬ 
tions or less 

Democrats are more downscale economi¬ 
cally than Republicans, but not necessar- 
i y dramatically so. About one-quarter of 


Democrats have incomes that arc less than 
$20,000 per year, compared to 15% 0 f 
Republicans. At the other end, 15% of 
Democrats have $75,000 per year in¬ 
comes or higher, compared to 22% of 
Republicans 

• There is little geographic variation in the 
location of Democrats compared to 
Republicans. Democrats are more likely 
to live in the East, while Republicans are 
slightly more represented in the other re¬ 
gions oS the country 

• Democrats are more urban than are 
Republicans 

• There are no great age differences between 
the two parties’ memberships; Democrats 
skew slightly older—39% are 50 and 
older, compared to 34% of Republicans 

• About one quarter of both parties are 
Catholic 

There are, as might be expected, significant 
differences in the ideology of the two parties 
Over half of all Republicans identify themselves 
as conservative (54%), with most of the rest 
(36%) saying that they are moderate; only S% of 
Republicans are liberal. Perhaps a little surpris¬ 
ingly. Democrats are not very' likely to be liberal, 
only 26% claim that label. The plurality of 
Democrats are, in fact, moderates (46%) with a 
small but not insignificant number (22%) who 
consider themselves to be conservative. 

Many media observers noted that the 
Republican convention in Philadelphia featured a 
number oi African Americans as speakers and 
guests, despite the fact that only 3% of the 
Republican Parly is black. A special analysis ol 
the opinions of black Americans taken after the 
GOP convention suggests that the Democrats not 
only have an overwhelming party Identification 
edge over the Republicans among blacks, but that 
they also have a strong perceptual edge as well- 
In a Gallup Poll conducted the weekend after the 
Republican convention, 37% of blacks thought 
that George W. Bush, if elected, would work hard 
to represent the interests of black Americans: 
54% said that he would noL And, while 80% oi 
blacks said that the Democratic Party is generally 
doing a good job these days or reaches out to 
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African Americans, Hispanics, and other minori¬ 
ties. only 28% said that about the Republican 
Party. 

AUGUST 14 

DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION: DAY ONE 


Interview Dates, 8/11-12/00 
CNN (USA Today/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131170 

Now, suppose that the presidential election 
were being held today, and it included Al 
Gore and Joe Lieberman as the Democratic 
Party’s candidates. George IV. Bush and Dick 
Cheney as the Republican Party's candidates, 
Pat Buchanan and Ezola Foster as the 
Reform Party candidates, and Ralph Nader 
and Winona LaDuke as the Green Party can¬ 
didates. Would you vote for Al Gore and Joe 
Lieberman, the Democrats; George W. Bush 
and Dick Cheney, the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan and Ezola Foster, the Reform 
Party candidates; or Ralph Nader and 
Winona LaDuke. the Green Party candi¬ 
dates? {IF UNSURE: As of today, do you 
lean toward Al Gore and Joe Lieberman, the 
Democrats ; George W. Bush and Dick 
Cheney, the Republicans; Pat Buchanan and 
Ezola Foster, the Reform Party candidates; 
Or Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the 
Green Party candidates?] 

Gore/ 


Likely Voters 

Uehcr - 

man 

Bush/ 

Cheney 

Buchanan/ Nader/ 
Foster LaDuke * 

-OOO Aug 11—J 2f . . 

.39% 

55% 

j, 

t 

T 

2 % 

2000 Au£* 4—5 

.37 

54 

1 

4 

2000 Ju] 25-26 .. 

.39 

50 

1 

4 

2000 Jul 14-16 .. 

.43 

45 

3 

5 

2000 Jun 23-25 .. 

.38 

50 

2 

6 

2000 Jun 6-7 ,,.. 

.41 

46 

9 

6 

2000 Apr 28-30 .. 
Registered Voters 

.41 

47 

4 

4 

2000 Aug 11-12 t .. 

.40 

50 

+ 

3 

2 °00 Aug 7 

.43 

45 

1 

4 


2000 Aug 4-5_35 

54 [ 4 

2000Jul25-26 ...41 

46 2 4 

2000Jul 14-16 ...41 

43 3 6 

2000 Jun 23-25 .. .40 

47 3 6 

2000 Jun 6-7.42 

43 3 5 

2000 Apr 28-30. ..41 

43 4 4 

*“Olher (void; no opinion” 

' is omitted 

f Vice presidential candidate Ezola Foster in- 

eluded on ballot beginning 
tLess than 1% 

Aug 11-12 

Do Vice President Al Gore's ties with 
President Bill Clinton make you feel more 
favorably toward Gore or less favorably 
toward Gore, or do they have no effect on 

your view of him ? 


More 

Less No No 

favorably favorably effect opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Aug 11-12 .. .7% 

32% 60% 1% 

2000 Jul 25-26 ...13 

38 48 1 

2000 Jan 17-19 ... .7 

28 64 1 

2000 Jan 7-10.9 

29 62 * 

*Less than 1% 



Please indicate how much c redit, if any. Bill 
Clinton deserves for the improvement in the 
suite of the economy in the past Jew years — 
a great deal, a fair amount, not much, or 
none at all 7 

Great deal.. .. 

40 

Fair amount. 

in 

Not much.. ■ • ■ • 

None at all ... .. . 

• . I 

No opinion .. 

Please indicate how much credit, if any. Al 
Gore deserves for the improvement in the 
state of the economy in the past few years - 
a great deal, a fair amount, not much, or 

none at all / 

. . . 8 % 

Great deal . *.-. 

Fair amount.. 

Not much . . 
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None at all 
No opinion 


17 

5 


Not as good . 12 

No opinion... 5 


If you had to choose, ir ho would you say 
deserves the most credit for the good 
economy—the Clinton-Gore administration. 
Congress, Alan Greenspan and (he Federal 
Reserve, or the American entrepreneur and 
worker? 

Administration.22% 

Congress .... .13 

Federal Reserve.,,.16 

American entrepreneur, worker.33 

Mixed (voL). S 

No opinion. S 

Please (ell me whether you think AI Gore, if 
elected in November, would do a better job, 
about the same, or not as good a job as 
President Clinton in: 

Handling the job of president? 


Since the start of 1993 when Bill Clinton be¬ 
came president, in general, would you say lus 
presidency has been a success or a failure ? 


Success . 

Failure . 

No opinion. 


. 68 % 
,29 
. .3 


Regardless of how you feel about his politi¬ 
cal views, would you say you respect 
President Clinton, or don't you feel that 
way? 


Respect Clinton .46% 

Don’t fee] that way .......52 

No opinion...2 


In your view, will Clinton mostly be remem¬ 
bered as president for his accomplishments, 
or for his involvement in personal scandal ’ 


Better job.. 26 % 

About the same .... 49 

Not as good ..... 20 

No opinion .. 5 


Accomplishments .22‘3- 

Personal scandal . 73 

Other (vol.) . 2 

No opinion. 3 


Handling e<- onomic conditions in this country? 


Better job. 

About the same . 
Not as good 
No opinion. 


16% 



Providing moral leadership for the country ? 


Better job. 

About the same . 

Not as good ....... 

No opinion. 


58% 

27 

12 

.3 


Handling social conditions such as crime 
and education in this country? 

wr 


Better job. 

About the same 


.25% 

.57 


Thinking back to 1992, the last year when 
the elder George Bush was president of the 
United States, how would you rate economic 
conditions in this country at that time- 
excellent, good, only fair, or poor? 


Excellent . 

Good . 


Only fair. . 
Poor 

No opinion 



Analysis: Monday is Clinton night at th L> 
Democratic National Convention in Los Angeles, 
with prime-time speaking slots reserved for the 
president and First Lady. While many observers 
arc wondering how Bill Clinton’s speech will im¬ 
pact on Al Gore's campaign, a new' Gallup P°^ 
suggests that if focused on the right issues-' 
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particularly the economy—Clinton’s convention 
address has the potential to help Gore, who is 
now running 16 points behind George W. Bush. 
55 % to 39%, among likely voters. According to 
the August 11-12 poll, Americans already disas¬ 
sociate Gore from Clinton’s moral failings, but 
they draw only a weak connection between Gore 
and the strong economy. If Clinton can make the 
case that Gore was instrumental in the adminis¬ 
tration’s economic successes, that could help 
Gore. 

Despite their close association, Clinton’s 
moral problems do not appear to have rubbed off 
on Gore. Two-thirds ( 68 %) approve of Gore as a 
person, similar to the 73% who feel that way 
about Bush, and substantially higher than the 
36% who approved of Clinton as a person when 
last measured in July. Furthermore, 58% believe 
Gore would do a better job than Clinton in pro¬ 
viding moral leadership for the country. 

With good economic times standing out as 
the most visible and important achievement of the 
Clinton presidency, receiving credit for them 
could be critical to Gore's electoral success. As of 
now, only 45% say Gore deserves “a great deal" 
or “a fair amount" of credit for the recent im¬ 
provements in the economy This falls well short 
of the 68 % who credit Clinton, perhaps reflecung 
the leadership gap often afflicting vice presiden¬ 
tial candidates. A question in the weekend survey 
measuring the public’s expectations for a Gore 
presidency indicates that the groundwork for 
building Gore's reputation on the economy may 
already be laid. When Americans are asked about 
his economic abilities, more than three in four be¬ 
lieve Gore would do as good a job as Clinton in 
handling the economy. This includes six in ten 
who say Gore would do about the same as Clinton 

16% who say he would do better. 

The risk posed to Gore by President Clinton 
speaking at the Democratic convention this week 
clear. Public opinion of Clinton is highly am¬ 
bivalent, with respondents giving him positive 
^ngs for his job performance on Lhe one hand, 
hut extremely low ratings for his personal behav- 
l0r ori the other. Fifty-eight percent currently ap¬ 
prove of the way Clinton is handling his job as 
President and only 39% disapprove. Even more 


impressive, 68 % describe the Clinton presidency 
as a “success.” But, at the same time, only 46% 
say they “respect” Clinton, and 73 % think he will 
be remembered more for lus involvement in per¬ 
sonal scandal than for his accomplishments. 

Unfortunately tor Clinton—and perhaps for 
Gore as well—the net evaluation of the Clinton 
presidency seems to be negative When respon¬ 
dents are asked whom they would support for 
president it they had to choose between Bill 
Clinton and former President George Bush, only 
42% now pick Clinton, while the majority (53%) 
choose Bush. That represents a remarkable recov¬ 
ery for the elder Bush, who lost the 1992 election 
to Clinton by a 5-point margin, 43% to 38% 

Gore enters the Democratic convention with 
a sign 11 icant deficit in voter support. As noted, the 
new poll finds Gore trailing Bush by 16 points 
among likely voters, 55% to 39% This is nearly 
identical to where the race stood immediately alter 
the Republican convention concluded in 
Philadelphia a week earlier, when Bush led Gore 
by 17 points among likely voters. 54% to 37%. 
Bush’s current lead represents an increase over the 
11 -point lead he held just prior to the Republican 
convention and indicates that Bush has been able 
to sustain his post-convention “bounce" of roughly 
5 points among likely voters. 


AUGUST 15 

DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION: DAY TWO 

Interview Dales; 2/14—15/09 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey iiGQ 130027 


Thinking about the US. presidents we have 
had since World War 11—Harry Truman, 
Dwight Eisenhower. John Kennedy, Lyndon 
Johnson, Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, Jimmy 
Carter, Ronald Reagan. George Bush, and 
Bill Clinton—which one would you consider 
the greatest pres idem ? 


Kennedy . ■ • 
Reagan .. 


2000 1999 

Feb /' *7’ 

32% 27% 

.19 20 
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. 12 

12 

Eisenhower . 

9 

, . ( 1 f k 1 < « 

8 

Clinton *1 * ■ * >» 

.9 

12 

Carter .. 

. 4 

6 

Bush ,, , , , 

. . .4 

6 

Mixon . 

. 3 

3 

Johnson . 

... 1 

2 

Ford . 

. 1 

1 

None (vol.) . 

* 

1 

No opinion -- 


2 

*Less than 1% 




Presidential Approval Ratings 
(Since World War II) 

Average 


Truman 

45% 

Eisenhower 

65 

Kennedy 

70 

Johnson 

55 

Nixon 

49 

Ford 

47 

Carter 

45 

Reagan 

53 

Bush 

61 

Clinton (to date) 

55 


Pope John 

Paul II.25 34 23 13 

Eleanor 

Roosevelt ..,.,.22 34 28 )0 

Winston 


Churchill. 

..20 

36 

27 

10 

Dwight D. 

Eisenhower . . . 

. .18 

35 

32 

9 

Jacqueline 

Onassis. 

. .18 

31 

31 

17 

Mahatma 

Gandhi . 

. .18 

25 

22 

14 

Nelson Mandela . 

..17 

26 

27 

18 

Ronald Reagan . 

. .17 

33 

32 

17 

Henry Ford .... 

..15 

33 

36 

11 

Bill Clinton .... 

. .10 

18 

25 

46 

Margaret 

Thatcher. 

., .9 

30 

37 

13 


*“No opinion” is omitted. 

Analysis: During Day Two of the Democratic 
National Convention, the Democrats will talk about 
the future while taking a nostalgic look at the past 
The theme of Tuesday’s convention is “New 
Heights: You Ain’t Seen Nothing Yet," and will 
outline the possibilities for the nation if voters give 
A1 Gore and other Democratic leaders the opportu¬ 


AVnr, I'm going to read you a list of people 
who have lived in this century. For each 
one, please tell me if you consider that per¬ 
son to be one of the people you admire most 
from this century, a person you admire but 
not the most, a person you somewhat ad¬ 
mire, or someone you do not admire at allt 

Admire 



Most 

bul iwi 

Somnvhat 

Do not 


admire 

the most 

admire 

admire * 

Mother Teresa .. 

. . 49 % 

32% 

14% 

3 % 

Martin Luther 




Ring Jr. 

-.34 

33 

22 

10 

John F. Kennedy. 

..32 

34 

23 

21 

10 

Albert Einstein . 

..31 

39 

4 

Helen Keller . 4 , 

..30 

33 

19 

8 

Franklin D 




Roosevelt 

. ,26 

34 

29 

7 

Billy Graham ... 

..26 

26 

18 

25 


nity to pursue their agenda. Many of the speakers, 
though, will hearken back to the 1960 convention, 
also held in Los Angeles, at which the Democrats 
nominated John F. Kennedy for president. 

The Democrats will offer a mix of longtime 
party stalwarts and some relatively new laces a s 
convention speakers on Tuesday night. The 
keynote speaker is Congressman Harold E. Ford 
Jr. of Tennessee, currently serving his second 
term in the U.S. House. Earlier in the day. 
Charles Rangel of New York, a member of th L ’ 
House since 1970, takes his turn on stage. Several 
past contestants for the Democratic presidential 
nomination will also speak on Tuesday, including 
former Senator Bill Bradley, the Rev. Jessi- 
Jackson, and Senator Ted Kennedy. 

Bradley, who challenged Gore for the 2000 
Democratic nomination, may attract the most at¬ 
tention among this group of speakers, similar t° 
the way in which John McCain, George W. Bush s 
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chief rival for the Republican nomination, did in 
the early stages of the GOP convention last month. 
When Gallup measured Bradley in February 1999. 
only 48% knew enough about him to rate him. 
Over time, Bradley became much better known, 
and by March of this year, when he suspended his 
campaign for president, 50% had a favorable opin¬ 
ion of him and 31% viewed him unfavorably, with 
only 19% not having an opinion. 

From a historical perspective, the other 
Tuesday speakers do not fare quite as well as 
Bradley. Gallup last assessed opinion on Jesse 
Jackson, who unsuccessfully sought the Demo¬ 
cratic nomination for president in 19S4 and 1988, 
in March 1999. At that time, the public had 
mixed opinions of the charismatic black leader, 
with 47% holding favorable opinions of him and 
42% unfavorable ones. Opinions of fed Kennedy 
were last obtained in October 1996: at that time, a 
plurality of likely voters viewed Kennedy unfa¬ 
vorably (47%), with 41% indicating they had a 
favorable opinion of him. Kennedy challenged 
incumbent President Jimmy Carter for the 
Democratic nomination in 1980. 

The inclusion of Senator Kennedy and 
Caroline Kennedy Schlossberg on Tuesday's pro¬ 
gram is designed to remind voters of the late John F. 
Kennedy, who was nominated for president in Los 
Angeles in 1960 and went on to defeat Richard 
Nixon in November of that year. Kennedy epito¬ 
mized the “New Heights’' theme that Democrats are 
emphasizing, with his youthful enthusiasm and bold 
policy initiatives, including the launch of the space 
program. Gallup Poll data suggest that the 
Democrats have made a shrew'd decision to high¬ 
light JFK. He was, and remains, one of the most 
popular political figures in recent American history'. 

AUGUST 16 

GREATEST ROCK AND ROLL STARS 

Interview Dates. 3/5-7/99 
CNN/t/SA Way/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 127004 

Thinking of individual singers or band mem¬ 
bers, who do you think is the greatest Rock 

and Rolf star of all time ? 


Elvis Presley 

Mick Jagger . 


Elton John ... 


Bmce Springsteen ,. 

1 

Jimi Hendrix ... 

1 

Paul McCartney . 

, . , _ ? 

Michael Jackson 

. 2 

Eric Clapton . 

7 

John Lennon 


Ozzy Osbourne ....... 


Steven Tyler . 


Robert Plant . . ... 


Fats Domino . .. 


Bob Seger . 


Prince . 

* * * T - » * A ■ l 

Billy Joel . 

.1 

Garth Brooks . 

..| 

Rod Stewart . 


Bob Dylan . 

4 * V « « I J f ■ 1 

Jerry Garcia .. 

* 

Other (each less than 1 %) . 

. 15 

None (vol.) .. .. .. . , 

7 

No opinion . . 

22 

* Less than I % 



Which do you think is the greatest Rock and 
Roll band or group of all time ' i 

The Beatles ...29% 

The Rolling Stones .. - • -9 

Led Zeppelin.3 

The Eagles.-. -2 

Aerosmith . .... 2 

The Beach Boys.2 

The Grateful Dead .. I 

U2 . 1 

The Who _-. 1 

Pink Floyd.. . 

Elvis Presley . I 

Fleetwood Mac .*.-1 

Creedence Clearwater Revival .• .1 

Bill Haley and the Comets.. • 1 

AC/DC .. - 1 

Boh Seger .-. 

Lynyrd Skynyrd . 1 

The Doors ... * • * • *. 

The Bee Gees ...... 
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Metal I tea . .. . . 

Other (each less than 19c).*.^ 

None (vol.) .....^ 

No opinion ,,... ,. .22 

Analysis: In a Gallup Poll conducted March 5—7, 
1999, Elvis Presley was overwhelmingly voted as 
the greatest individual Rock and Roll star of all 
time by 33% of Americans. His closest competi¬ 
tion came from Mick Jaeger in second place with 
5%, followed by Elton John with 3%. 

Nearly one-half (45%) called themselves 
‘Tans" of Elvis according to an earlier Gallup Poll 
conducted August 12-13, 1997, on the twentieth an¬ 
niversary of his death. Elvis’s popularity was 
strongest with Baby Boomers, 30 to 49 years old, 
among whom a majority (54%) considered them¬ 
selves fans. The level or support expressed by the 
youngest age group, 18 to 24 year olds (38%), is per¬ 
haps a testament to The King’s lasting legacy, since 
he died before many of them were bom. 

While "The Ed Sullivan Show” limited its 
televised exposure of Elvis to just the waist up, 
contemporary society appears much more accept¬ 
ing of Presley’s style. According to the 1997 poll, 
719; said that Elvis had a good influence on 
American culture and society overall; just 17% 
drought he had a bad influence, and 5% said his 
influence was mixed. Moreover, four in ten 
would be willing to pay to see Elvis perform if he 
were alive today. 

AUGUST 16 
“SURVIVOR” 


Interview Dales. 8/11-12/00 
CNN /USA TWtry/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131170 


Hon closely have you followed the realitv- 
bosed television show ,i Sun>ivor n on CBS- 
very closely, somewhat closely, not too 
closely, or not at all closely? 


Very closely .., .. 

Somewhat closely 

Not too closely. 

Not at all closely 
No opinion. 


.7% 

_10 

... .18 
... .64 
.1 


Asked of those who closely followed ", Sur¬ 
vivor": Now, thinking about the five partici¬ 
pants who are left on the island — Kell\, 
Richard. Rudy, Sean, and Sue—if you had a 
vote, whom would you vote off the island 
next? 


Richard 
Sue ... 



Rudy . 

Other (vol.) .,. 
None (vol.) 

No opinion 


... .37 

.., .19 

. ...12 

... .10 

.9 

* 

*1= 


0 / 

Vc 


“Less than 1 % 


Also asked of those who closely followed 
“Survivor*’: And who would you personally 
like to be the last survivor and win 9 


Rudy . 

Kelly .. 

Sue ... 

Richard. 

Sean ... 

Other (vol.) .. 


.. .39% 
. ..17 
.. 15 
....7 
... .7 
.. ..I 


None (vol.) ... 
No opinion ,. 


Also asked of those who closely followed 
“Survivor": Regardless of your persona! 
opinion, who do you think will end up being 
the last survivor and win ? 


Richard . 

Rudy ___ 

Qnp 

UUw ******** 

Kelly . 

Sean ....... 

Other (vol.) . 
None (vol.).. 
No opinion 


* r i- ■# 


* ■ # 


■ ■-VP 


. .29% 
22 
..17 
. .8 


l 


n 

.16 


Analysis: The CBS television program- 
“Survivor,” remains at the top of the ratings an 
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continues to generate a buzz as the number of par¬ 
ticipants dwindles. A new Gallup Poll conducted 
August 11-12 finds that roughly one in six adults 
closely follows the serialized survival contest— 
7% follow the show "very closely,” and 10% fol¬ 
low it “somewhat closely.” Another 18% follow 
‘'Survivor” "not too closely.” while the largest 
group (65%) are not following the show at ail 

The poll finds that core adult "Survivor" 
fans mirror the general population in terms of 
gender, as 52% are female, while 48% are mate 
But the average age of attentive fans is younger 
than the adult population at large. Twenty-four 
percent of 18-29 year olds follow the show 
closely, compared to 37% of those 30-49, 21% of 
50-64 year olds, and only 16% of those over the 
age of 65. 

"Survivor” fans would most like to see 
Richard voted off the island. Observers of the 
show note that the corporate trainei from Rhode 
Island is not very well hked by the other partici¬ 
pants, and fans of the show would seem to agree. 
Given an opportunity to vote somebody off the 
island, 37% of “Survivor” fans, the largest group, 
would vote Richard off. Nineteen percent of 
‘‘Survivor' fans would vole Sue off the show, fol¬ 
lowed by Kelly with 12% and Sean with 10%-. 
Rudy, the 72-year-old ex-Navy Seal, has only 9% 
of fans who would vole him off the island. 

When fans are asked, regardless of their 
opinion, who they think will indeed win the con¬ 
test, Richard is given the best odds, as 29% say 
they think lie will win. Twenty-two percent of 
fans think Rudy will win, followed by Sue, with 
17%. To the fans, Kelly and Sean seem least 
likely to "survive,” and they draw only 8% and 
5%, respectively, saying they will win. 


AUGUST 16 

THE economy and gore 

Interview Dates: 8/11-12/00 
-NN /USA TWuv/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131170 

Thinking back to 1992, the last year when 
the elder George Bush ii’flj president of the 
United States, how would you rate economic 


conditions in this country at that tune — 
excellent, good, only fun: or poor? 


Excellent .., 
Good 
Only fair 

Poor. 

No opinion . . 


U :: 


vc 


... .46 
... .32 
... .12 
.4 


Analysis: Recent Gallup Polls show that Vice 
President AI Gore benefits very little in his race 
for the presidency from the positive state of the 
economy, despite being part of an administration 
that has presided over the longest economic ex¬ 
pansion in America’s history'. Current political 
election models that take the nation's economic 


conditions into account predict that Gore will 
easily win the presidency. But polls this year 
have consistently shown the vice president trail¬ 
ing George W Bush in the voters’ presidential 
choice, suggesting that if the election had been 


held at any point during the past six months. 
Bush, not Gore, would be president. 

The latest Gallup Poll suggests that one 
reason (or this paradox is that Americans appear 
not to remember how badly they rated the econ¬ 
omy eight vears auo, when Bill Clinton ousted 
the elder George Bush from the presidency 
largely on the basis of a poor economy. At that 
time, respondents gave low ratings to both the 
economy and to the way President Bush handled 
it, prompting Clinton’s campaign slogan. "It’s 
the economy, stupid 1 " And. on average in 1992. 


y 12% rated economic conditions in the 
intry as excellent or good, while 42% said 
>r (the rest said fair), a net negative rating of 
percentage points. Today, how e v er* 
lencans have apparently forgotten their dour 
ws of almost a decade ago, giving a retra¬ 
ctive rating of the 1992 economy that is 
more positive: 52% remember it as cxcel- 
or good, anil only 12% as pour, lor a nt.i 

live rating of 40 points. 

This major reversal in the rating of the econ- 
is also reflected in the more positive approval 
ig {hat former President Bush receives lor his 
|]in» of the economy while in office for the 
■ cun nn avemue Americans disapproved ot 
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Bush on this issue by a margin of 75% to 21%, a 
net negative rating of 54 points. But when asked 
seven years later., in June 1999, how Bush handled 
the economy while he was president, Americans 
approved by 58% to 36%, a net positive rating of 
22 points. Overall, the differences between 1992 
and 1999 represent a 76-point reversal in Bush's 
approval rating, and a 70-point reversal in the rat¬ 
ing of the 1992 economy. 

These results show at least one reason why 
the Gore campaign is having difficulty persuad¬ 
ing voters that thev need to elect Al Gore in order 

4 -- ^ 

to maintain the positive economy. The public 
simply doesn't draw a sharp contrast between 
economic conditions today and what they were in 
the period immediately before Gore and the 
Clinton administration took office. 

AUGUST 18 

PRESIDENT CLINTON’S JOB 
APPROVAL RATING 

Analysts: Gallup polling has shown that 
American presidents in the second half of the 
twentieth century have suffered from declining 
toh approval ratings as their terms in office have 
come to a close. Graphs show a downward trend 
m most presidents' approval trends, not a steady 
or increasing pattern. For Bill Clinton, however, 
it has been a different story. Through the first two 
quarters of 2000, Clinton s performance appears 
to be contradicting this historic pattern. Clinton’s 
approval ratings have remained robust; and if his 
last two quarters remain as healthy, he will leave 
office as one of the few' presidents to avoid the 
sag in ratings that have characterized many presi¬ 
dents' final years in office. 

Like Ronald Reagan, Clinton gained in the 
public’s rating of his job performance as his two 
terms have unfolded, but, unlike Reagan, 
Clinton s job ratings have thus far remained high. 
Clinton began his first term with fairly anemic 
job ratings, averaging 49% in 1993,46% in 1994 
and 47% in 1995. His overall low point in terms 
ol the public’s assessment of his job came with a 

/ raling ,n June 19 93, and with two different 
ratings of 39% in August and September 1994. 


But, by 1996, as he sought reeleclion, Clinton’s 
job approval numbers began to rise; and by the 
end of that year, not only had he been reelected, 
but he had also climbed to a job approval ratine 
average of 56% for the year, From that point on, 
tilings got even better. In 1997, Clinton averaged 
58%. 

Then, in 1998, survey researchers noted one 
of the more fascinating paradoxes of recent 
polling history. The Monica Lewinsky crisis un¬ 
folded, Clinton’s presidency was threatened and 
counter to almost all expectations, his job ap¬ 
proval continued to go up, not down. Clinton's 
average job approval rating in 1998, the year in 
which the House of Representatives officially im¬ 
peached him, was 64%, the highest of his term. In 
a December 1998 poll, he received a job approval 
rating of 73%—the highest, so far, of his entire 
administration. Clinton continued with these 
types of high numbers, again reaching 70% in a 
February poll, throughout the first months of 
1999. Again ironically, as die impeachment crisis 
ended with the vote to acquit in the U.S. Senate, 
Clinton’s numbers began to sag. For the entire 
year of 1999, he averaged 61 %. 

Clinton’s job approval has remained at this 
level for the first two quarters of this year—61% 
for the first quarter, and 58% for the second 
According to Gallup’s most recent poll, conducted 
August 11-12, his rating was 58%, and if he contin¬ 
ues at about this level, he is on track to finish 200* 1 
with an average in the high 50s, above his overall 
term average and just slightly below his high point 
in 1998. Clinton’s second term is likely to give him 
one of the higher terms in polling history'—behind 
only Dwight Eisenhower’s first term, John F 
Kennedy’s abbreviated tenure in office, the period 
between November 1963 and January 1965 for 
Lyndon Johnson, and George Bush's first (and 
only) term. 


AUGUST 21 

POST-DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION 

Interview Dates: 8/18-19/00 
CNN /USA Today/GuWup Poll 
Survey #GO 131172 
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Now, suppose that the presidential election 
were being held today, and it included Al 
Gore and Joe Liebennan as the Democratic 
Party's candidates, George W. Bush and Dick 
Cheney as the Republican Party's candidates, 
Pat Buchanan and Ezola Foster as the 
Reform Party candidates, and Ralph Nader 
and Winona LaDuke as the Green Party can¬ 
didates. Would you vote for Al Gore and Joe 
Liebennan, the Democrats; George W. Bush 
and Dick Cheney, the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan and Ezola Foster, the Reform 
Party candidates: or Ralph Nader and 
Winona LaDuke, the Green Party candi¬ 
dates? [IF UNSURE: A5 of today, do you 
lean toward A l Gore and Joe Liebennan, the 
Democrats; George W. Bush and Dick 
Cheney, the Republicans; Pat Buchanan and 
Ezola Foster, the Reform Party candidates; 
or Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the 
Green Party candidates?] 


Gore/ 

Lit Her¬ 

Bush/ 

Buchanan/ Nader/ 

man 

Cheney 

Foster LaDuke* 

Likely Voters 

2000 Aug 18-19...47% 

46 % 

2% 

3% 

2000 Aug 11-12f . . .39 

55 

4 . 

T 

2 

2000 Aug 4-5_37 

54 

l 

4 

2000 Jul 25-26 .. .39 

50 

1 

4 

2000Jul 14-16 ...43 

45 

3 

5 

Registered Voters 

2000 Aug 18-L9 . . .48 

44 

1 

3 

2000 Aug 11—12t .. .40 

50 

f 

T 

3 

2000 Aug 7 .43 

45 

1 

4 

2000Aug4-5 ....35 

54 

l 

4 

2000 Jul 25-26 ...41 

46 

2 

4 

2000Jul14-16 ...41 

43 

3 

6 

' Other (vol.); no opinion" is omitted. 

(Vice presidential candidate Ezola Foster in- 



oluded on ballot beginning Aug 11-12 
tLess than l % 


Etorn what you have seen or heard about 
this week's Democratic convention, do you 
have a more favorable or a less favorable 
opinion of the Democratic Party? 


More favorable . 

Less favorable. 

No change (vol.) ... 

Haven't followed convention (vol.).. 
No opinion.. 


.49% 

.24 

.14 

.11 


From what you have heard or read, how 
would you rate Al Gore’s acceptance speech 
at the Democratic convention on Thursday 
night — excellent, good, just okay, poor, or 
terrible ? 


Excellent... 

Good ........ ... .. 

Just okay .. 

Poor... 

Terrible .... . 

Didn't see it (vol.); no opinion 


.19% 
.33 
.18 
. .4 



From what you have heard or read, how 
would you rate Bill Clinton's speech at the 
Democratic convention on Monday night — 
excellent, good, just okay, poor, or teiribfe? 


Excellent ..19% 

Good ..- ■ ■ ....35 

Just okay .16 

Poor..• 

Terrible .... . 3 

Didn’t see it (vol.).•.36 

No opinion.*. ‘ 

Please tell me whether each oj the following 
makes you more likely or less likely to vote 
for Al Gore: 

What you suw or read of this week's Demo¬ 
cratic t (invention in Los Angeles? 


More likely .... - 

Less likely . 

No difference (vol.) 
No opinion 


.43% 

,28 

.19 

10 


Gore s choice of Joe Ueherttum as his run¬ 
ning mate? 


More likely 
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1 ft 


Less likely. 

No difference (vol.) 
No opinion. 



Core’s acceptance speech at the Democratic 
convention? 


More likely .. 

Leiss likely . 

No difference (vol.). 

No opinion. 




.44% 


...23 
....19 
... ,14 


Hon■ much, if any, of the Democratic con¬ 
vention did you watch on television this 
week—none of it, very little, some of it, or a 
great deal? {Those who answered “none" 
were asked: Did you happen to see, hear, or 
read any news coverage of the Democratic 
convention ?) 


Watched great deal .. 18% 

Watched some ..37 

Watched very little...25 

Watched none .20 

Yes, heard news coverage.7 

No. did not hear news coverage.. .13 

No opinion ....* 


*Less than 1 % 


Analysis: A recent Gallup Poll, conducted 
August 18-19, finds Al Gore earning an 8-point 
"bounce” in voter support following last week's 
Democratic National Convention in Los Angeles, 
erasing the advantage that George W. Bush had 
enjoyed as a result of Republican convention 
coverage in recent weeks. Gore now leads Bush 
by 1 point among those most likely to vote in 
November, 47% to 46%, with 3 % of the vote 
going to Green Party nominee Ralph Nader and 
2/fc to Reform Party candidate Pat Buchanan, 
Gallup s previous survey of likely voters, con¬ 
ducted alter the Republican convention in Phila¬ 
delphia concluded but before the Democratic 

convention began, showed Bush leading Gore bv 
55% to 39%. 

Gore s recent 8-point increase from 39% to 
47% compares with a 4-poim bounce for Bush 
following die GOP convention earlier this month. 


Gore’s increase in support also compares favor¬ 
ably with candidate post-convention bounces his¬ 
torically. Gallup Polls going back to 1964 show 
that most presidential candidates enjoy an in¬ 
crease in the percentage of voters supporting them 
immediately after their national conventions 
compared to polls conducted just prior to the 
event. While there has been wide variation in the 
size of this increase in different years—ranging 
from 2 to 16 points—the average bounce across 
all of the Republican and Democratic conventions 
held since 1964 is roughly 6 points. 

The closeness of the race today is a change 
from polling in recent weeks, during which Bush 
led Gore by considerable margins, ranging from 
11 to 17 points. However, the structure of the 
race today, with the candidates within 1 to 2 
points of each other in voter support, is not un¬ 
precedented and figured to tighten once both can¬ 
didates had stated their cases to the public al their 
respective conventions. A mid-July survey lound 
the race virtually tied, with 45% of likely voters 
supporting Bush and 43% backing Gore. The race 
was similarly close at several points during triv 


party primary season between March and June 
One striking aspect of Gallup’s post 
Democratic convention survey this year is that 
nearly all of Gore's gains in voter support over 
the past week were made among two groups that 
Gallup has previously indicated are critical to Ins 
success in November—independent voters and 
women. Candidate preferences of both of the*^ 
groups have accounted for most oi the vo!atiht> 


in the overall structure of the race since the con 
vention season began last month. 

There was much talk last week about hov 
the Democratic convention seemed oriented 
toward solidifying Gore’s support with the * 1JSL 
of the Democratic Party, possibly as a defensor’ 
measure against losing some votes ol tradition,' 
Democrats and liberals to Nader. However. 
new poll shows that the convention ad partici - 

1 t I t vf 

appeal to independent voters, with supp°r 
Gore increasing among this group by 10 P 0,n j 
compared to just 2 points among Democrats a 
3 points among Republicans. Gore and Bush m 
enjoy nearly equal levels of support from |1lLl1 
bers of their own parties: 86% of Democrats SLi f 
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port Gore, and 88% of Republicans support Bush; 
they are now tied at 43% among independents. 

The candidate preference of men lias 
changed relatively tittle over the past several 
weeks, with Bush consistently leading Gore 
among men by roughly 20 points This pattern 
among male voters remains the same in the new 
survey. Over the same period, the vote choice of 
women has varied considerably, ranging from a 
12-point lead for Bush among women immedi¬ 
ately after the Republican convention concluded 
to a 22-point advantage for Gore among women 
in the current poll, 58% vs. 36%. Most recently. 
Gore increased his support among women from 
42% in Gallup’s August 11-12 pre-Democratic 
convention survey to 58% today. Over the same 
time, support for Gore among men increased by 
just 2 points, from 35% to 37%. 

An analysis of Gore's image on a host of 
personal characteristics and policy issues reveals 
that the vice president made significant gains 
among women on a number of issues coming out 
of the Democratic convention. On a question ask¬ 
ing whether Bush or Gore would better handle 
each of a variety of issues, Gore picked up 
roughly 20 points among women on most issues, 
including Social Security, health care, the econ¬ 
omy, and the budget surplus He made much 
smaller gains among women on the issues ol 
guns and abortion. Similarly, Gore gained about 
20 points among women in a comparison with 
Bush on most character traits evaluated, includ¬ 
ing the perceptions that he shares their values, is 
a strong and decisive leader, is someone they 
would be proud to have as president, and agree 1 ' 
with them on most issues. 

Apart from convention-period changes in 
Gore’s issues and characteristics ratings among 
women, however. Gore’s highest ratings from 
women today include his overall image, with 
21% of women viewing him favorably, compared 
to just 51% of men. Gore’s highest issue rating 
from women comes on health care, tor which 
63% say he would do the better job, compared to 
just 29% who choose Bush. Gore also receives 
extremely high ratings among women lor having 
toe leadership qualities necessary in a president 
(2 1 %). 


Almost identical percentages report having 
watched each of the major party conventions in 
recent weeks* 55% report having watched a great 
deal or some of the Democratic convention cov¬ 
erage on lelevison, compared to 56% who re¬ 
ported this level of attention to the Republican 
convention earlier this month. 


Gore picked up a slightly bigger bounce from 
the Democratic convention than did George W. 
Bush from the Republican convention, and the 
new poll shows respondents rating the impact ol 
the Democratic convention on their image ol the 
Democratic Party slightly more positively than 
was the case for the Republican convention. Close 
to half (49%-) now have a more favorable view of 


the Democratic Party as a result of the Democratic 


convention, while only 24% have a less favorable 
view. By comparison, 43% fell more favorably 
about the Republican Party following its conven¬ 
tion and only 25% less favorably. 

Neither of the candidates' acceptance 
speeches delivered on the final night of their re¬ 
spective conventions emerges as particularly 
stronc, with respondents giving them positive but 
similar ratings that also mirror what losing 
Republican nominee Bob Dole received in 19%. 
About half (52%=) describe Gore's acceptance 


speech last week as ‘"excellent” or “good.” simi¬ 
lar to the 51 % who gave Bush this review earlier 
this month and the 52% who rated Dole s speech 


this way in 1996. Only one in five rated Gore's or 
Bush’s speech this year in more critical terms, as 
either ‘‘just okay” or “poor.” Consistent with 
these findings, similar percentages surveyed alter 
each convention this year said that Gore's and 
Bush’s speeches made them more, rather than 
less, likely to vole lor that candidate in the tall. 

The choice of Connecticut Senator Joseph 
Lieberman as Gore’s running mate appears to be 
slightly more positive for the Democratic ticket 
than was Bush’s choice of former Defense 
Secretary Dick Cheney, although neither stands 
out as particularly strong or weak. Fifty-four per¬ 
cent are more likely to vole for Gore us a result ol 
his choosing Lieberman, while only 22% arc less 
1|kclv Bv contrast, slightly fewer are more likely 
l0 vote for Bush as a result of his choosing 
Cheney (49%), while 30% are less likely. 
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Historically, both Lieberman and Cheney 
appear to bring more to their respective tickets 
than did either Dan Quayle for the Republicans in 
1988 or Geraldine Ferraro for the Democrats in 
1984. They are about as helpful as Lloyd Bentsen 
was for the Democrats in 1988, but less positive 
than Al Gore when he was chosen by Bill Clinton 
to be Clinton’s running mate in 1992, or Jack 
Kemp when he was chosen by Bob Dole to be 
Dole’s running mate in 1996. 


AUGUST 22 

THE POST-CONVENTION 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

Interview Dates: E/18-19/00 
CNN/i/SA 7rJt/«y/Gallup Poll 
Survey t#GO 131172 

If the elections for Congress were being held 
today, which party's candidate would you 
vote for in your congressional dtstrict—the 
Democratic Parly's candidate, or the 
Republican Party'‘s candidate? [IF UNDE¬ 
CIDED. As oj today, do you lean more 
toward the Democratic Party's candidate, 
or the Republican Parly's candidate?] 


Other 



Demo- 

Repub- 

(vol.); 


crane 

lican 

no 

Likely Voters 

candidate 

candidate 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.. .48% 

46% 

6% 

2000 Aug 4—5 .... 

...47 

48 

5 

2000 Jul 25-26 ... 

...47 

47 

6 

2000 Jun 6-7 .... 

...48 

46 

6 

2000 Mar 10-12 

. ..45 

48 

7 

2000 Feb 4-6_ 

44 

T * ml t 

49 

7 

2000 Jan 17-19 

,. .46 

45 

9 

2000 Jan 13-16 ... 

...42 

48 

10 

2000 Jan 7-10 
Registered Voters 

...49 

45 

6 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.. .50 

43 

7 

7 

2000 Aug 4-5 ,.. _ 

.. .46 

47 

2000 Jul 25-26 

...49 

42 


2000 Jun 6-7 

...50 

43 

J 

7 

2000 Mar 10-12 .. 

.. .46 

45 

r 

9 


2000 Feb 4—6 .46 45 9 

2000 Jan 17-19 .46 45 9 

2000 Jan 7-10 .50 43 7 


Do you approve or disapprove of the way 
the following are handling their job: 

The Republicans in Congress ? 



Approve 

Disapprove 

No 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

. *. * .45% 

44% 

11% 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

.46 

39 

15 

2000 Apr 28-30 

.... .42 

46 

12 


The Democrats in Congress? 

No 

Approve Disapprove opinion 


2000 Aug 18-19 

.... .56% 

34% 

10% 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

.51 

36 

13 

2000 Apr 28-30 

46 

* ■ a- b » T VJ 

42 

12 


Which party do you think better represents 
your values—the Republican Party, or the 
Democratic Party? 


Republican Parly...40% 

Democratic Party...50 


Both equally; neither (vol.); no opinion .... 10 

Overall, would you describe the views and 
policies of each of the following as too ex¬ 
treme, or as generally mainstream: 

The Republican Party? 

Too extreme. ^ 0 

Generally mainstream ... 

o 

Mixed; neither (vol ); no opinion .. 1 

The Democratic Party? 

Too extreme... . "* 

Generally mainstream ... 7 

Mixed; neither (vol.); no opinion . ' 

From what you have seen or heard td ,i}U 
this week’s Democratic convention, do ) l 
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have a more favorable or a less favorable 
opinion of the Democratic Party ? 

More favorable .. .49% 

Less favorable.... .24 

No change (vol.) ..14 

Haven’t followed (vol.); no opinion .13 

At this week's convention, do you think the 
Democrats maintained the right balance be¬ 
tween criticizing the Republicans and saying 
positive things about themselves, or do you 
think they spent too much time criticizing the 
Republicans? 


Maintained right balance..47% 

Spent loo much time criticizing . ,. ..34 

No opinion... .19 


Analysis: Following a convention in which their 
presidential nominee, Al Gore, pulled into a tie 
with Republican George W. Bush, the Democratic 
Party is riding a wave of positive feeling from the 
American public. According to the latest Gallup 
'’oil, conducted August IS-19, 49% have a more 
favorable opinion of the Democratic Party based 
on what they saw or heard of the party's conven¬ 
tion in Los Angeles. The poll, which immediately 
followed the Democratic National Convention. 
Finds that only 24% now have a less favorable 
view of the Democrats. The increasingly positive 
evaluations of the Democrats are evident on a va¬ 
riety of measures, ranging from the party per¬ 
ceived as better representing the public’s values, 
t0 approval of the job that congressional 
Democrats are doing. Currently, the Democrats 
hold a slight advantage on Gallup’s congressional 
ballot, designed to predict the vote for the U.S. 
House of Representatives Additionally, and per¬ 
haps most significantly, more Americans cur- 
tently identify with the Democratic Party than at 
an y other time this year. The important question 
now i°r the Democrats is to what extent they can 
sustain these enhanced pro-Democratic attitudes 
through Election Day. 

in the latest poll, 50% say that the Demo- 
Cf atic Party better represents their values, com¬ 


pared to 40% who say that of the Republican 
Party. This has changed since the days immedi¬ 
ately following the Republican National 
Convention, when the Republicans had a slight 
46% to 43% edge. Women are especially likely 
to side with the Democratic Party in terms of val¬ 
ues The latest poll shows that 57% of women 
thmk the Democratic Party better represents their 
values compared to 32% who say that of the 
Republicans. Men favor the Republican Party, 
but by a narrower margin, 50% to 42% Those 
who viewed at least some of the Democratic 
convention are also much more likely to say the 
Democrats better represent their values, by a 61% 
to 33% edge, which is notable as the group of 
convention watchers contains substantial num¬ 
bers of independents and Republicans. 

From an ideological perspective, the public 
currently views both parties as being '‘main¬ 
stream.” However, the Democrats also enjoy an 
advantage on Lius measure over Republicans— 
67 % think the Democratic Party is mainstream 
compared to 56% who think that of the Repub¬ 
licans Thirty-six percent think the Republicans 
are "too extreme” compared to 26% who til ink 
that of the Democrats. These numbers were not 


affected much by either convention, as they were 
very similar following the Republican convention 
earlier this month. 

An important, but often overlooked, aspect 
of this year’s election is the race for control of the 
House of Representatives. A switch of five seats 
is enough to give control of the House to the 
Democrats for the first time since 1995 and will 


itermine whether the new president has a 
jendly or unfriendly legislature to work with, 
lie latest poll shows that 48% of likely voters 
ould choose the Democratic congressional can- 
date in their district if the election were held 
day, compared to 46% who would sole I or the 
epublican candidate. Again, the Democratic 
invention seems to have had some impact in 
is re sard, as 55% of those who watched at least 
ime of it suv they' vvill vote’ tor the De-niocraiic 


vote Republican 

Americans give a significant edge on job ap¬ 
proval to the Democrats in Congress, with 56% 
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saying, they approve of the job the Democrats in 
Congress arc doing, while only 45% approve of 
the congressional Republicans The Democrats 
have gained 5 points on this measure since the 
reading just before the GOP convention, while 
the Republicans have held steady since that time. 
Those who watched the Democratic convention 
are especially likely to approve of the Democrats 
in Congress, with 64% approving and only 28% 
disapproving. 

One of the more striking outcomes of the 
Democratic convention was the shift in partisan¬ 
ship among the public, as observed in the latest 
Gallup Poll. While most respondents tend to hold 
a long-term and relatively unchanging attachment 
to one of die two main political parties, a signifi¬ 
cant number have much weaker attachments that 
arc susceptible to change by the prevailing politi¬ 
cal environment. This matters because one’s 
party identification has a substantial impact on 
how one views the political world. Indeed, earlier 
Gallup Poll analyses show party identification 
swamps all other potential predictors of the vote. 

Throughout most of this year, roughly equal 
numbers have identified with the Democratic and 
Republican parties, fhe latest poll, though, shows 
a 40% to 31 % edge for the Democrats among the 
adult population that expands to 54 % to 42% when 


those who lean toward one ot the parties are al¬ 
located accordingly. Republicans enjoyed a 50% 
to 43% advantage (with “leaners” allocated) im¬ 
mediately Iollowing die Republican convention. 


uemocrais seem to have gained the it 
pound among the youngest and oldest voters 
identification with the Democratic Party has 
creased 12 points among 18-29 year olds (309 
42%), compared to a poll conducted July 25- 
pnor to both parties’ conventions. Democr 
identification increased 7 points among those 
and older (39% to 46%) between those two pt 
Moreover, women, a traditional Democratic b; 
have increased their attachment to the parly b 
points from late July (39% to 47%) All of 
movement has come from women younger t 
50, where the percentage of Democratic ide 

JS “ d 13 polnls fr “"> July (365 
9%> - ™ h,le 11 remained unchanged am< 
women 50 and over. 


AUGUST 23 

GORE’S POST-CONVENTION “BOUNCE” 

Interview Dates: 8/18-19/00 
Cm/USA TWav/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131172 


Next, we'd like to get your overall opinion of 
some people in the news. As I read each 
name, please say if you have a favorable or 
unfavorable opinion of this person, or if you 
have never heard of him: 

George W. Bush ? 


Mo 


2000 Aug 18-19 

Favor¬ 

able 

. 60% 

Unfavor¬ 

able 

34% 

opinion; 

never 
heard of 

We 

2000 Aug 4-5 .. 

.67 

28 

5 

2000 Jul 25-26 

.63 

31 

6 

2000 Jul 14-16 . 

.64 

29 

7 

2000 Jun 23-25 

.... .60 

31 

9 

2000 Jun 6-7 .. 

. 64 

29 

7 

Al Gore? 

2000 Aug 18-19 

Favor¬ 

able 

. 64% 

Unfavor¬ 

able 

30% 

No 

Opinion, 

never 
heard of 
6% 

2000 Aug 4-5 . . 

. 52 

42 

6 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

_ 56 

38 

6 

2000 Jul 14-16 . 

. 58 

34 

s 

2000 Jun 23-25 

. 52 

39 

9 

2000 Jun 6-7 

. 59 

35 

6 


Next, regardless of which presidential ear 
didate you support, please tell me if v ' ,f ' 
think Al Gore or George W. Bush would hi 1 
ter handle each of the following issues 

The economy? 

Sato*’ 

(Vrj/j- 

tlO 

Gore Bush " ^ 

2000 Aug 18-19.50% 40% 10 V 
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The gun issue ' 1 


2000 Aug 4-5 .39 52 9 

2000 Jul 25-26 .40 47 13 

Taxes? 

Some 

(voip 

no 



Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.47% 

43% 

10 % 

2000 Aug 4-5 . 

.35 

54 

(1 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

.36 

51 

13 


Social Security? 

Same 

(void; 

no 



Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

. .53% 

38% 

9% 

2000 Aug 4-5. 

. .38 

52 

10 

2000 Jul 25-26 ..., 

. .45 

43 

12 


Medicare? 

Same 

(vol); 

no 



Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.56% 

34% 

10 % 

2000 Aug 4-5 . . 

.42 

47 

11 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

.49 

39 

12 


Health care? 


Some 

(void; 

no 



Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.57% 

33% 

10 % 

2000 Aug 4—5 

.43 

46 

11 

-000 Jul 25-26 . 

.47 

41 

12 


Education '* 

Same 
(vol); 


no 



Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

. 51% 

39% 

10 % 

2000 Aug 4—5 

41 

#i -i p 4 «■ r 4i 

50 

9 

2 000Jul 25-26 

.45 

43 

12 


Same 


(void: 

no 



Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

... .45%' 

42% 

13% 

2000 Aug 4-5 

... .39 

50 

1 1 

2000Jul25-26 , 

... 37 

46 

17 


Abortion? 

Same 
( vol ), 
no 



Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.48% 

36% 

16% 

2000 Aug 4-5. 

.43 

43 

14 

2000 Jut 25-26 . 

.44 

DC 

18 

National defense 

? 

Gore 

Bush 

Same 

(void 

no 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.38% 

54% 

8 % 

2000 Au» 4-5. 

29 

62 

9 

2000 Jul25-26 .. . 

.31 

58 

11 


Foreign affairs ' 





Siwir 




(vol ), 

11 / 1 


G(?rt’ 

Bush 

/ i*f 

opmum 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.. ..47% 

43% 

\ 0 % 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

, ., .36 

50 

14 

2000 Mar 10-12 

. . 46 

44 

10 


The budget surplus '' 

Same 
I vol ) 


no 


Gore Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 ... 

.48' 

% 41 % 

1 1% 

2000 Aug 4-5. 

.38 

51 

! 1 

13 

2000Jul25-26 . 

.38 

49 

Thinking about th 

e ft 

blowing clum 

ovf eristics 

and qualities, pie* 

use 

soy whether 

you think 
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each one applies more to Al Gore or more to 
George U 7 Bush’ 

Shares your values? 

Both; 

same, 

neither 

(voi): 

no 


Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19.48% 

40 % 

12% 

2000 Aug 4 —5 ...... ,38 

51 

11 

2000 Jul 25-26 .41 

46 

13 


Someone you would be proud to have as 
president ? 



Gore 

Bush 

Bath, 

same; 

neither 

(voi), 

no 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

. . , . .46% 

38% 

16% 

2000 Aug 4-5 .. 

.34 

52 

14 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

.39 

46 

15 


Cares about the needs of people like you? 

Both; 

same; 

neither 

(voi); 

no 



Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.... .51 % 

35% 

14% 

2000 Aug 4-5 .. 

.39 

49 

12 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

.... .43 

43 

14 


Is a strong and decisive leader? 


Can manage the government effectively 

Both, 

same; 

neither 

(voi); 

no 



Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.45% 

40% 

15% 

2000 Aug 4—5 .. 

.33 

53 

14 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

.37 

49 

14 


Has a vision for the country ’s future? 


Both; 

same; 

neither 

(voi.); 

no 


2000 Aug 18-19 ... 

Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

. .42% 

46% 

12% 

2000 Aug 4-5__ 

..28 

60 

12 

2000 Jul 25-26 .... 

..32 

54 

14 


Gore 

2000 Aug 18-19..46% 

2000 Aug 4—5.32 

2000 Ju! 25-26 .38 


Bttsh 

37% 

53 

45 


Both; 
same; 
neither 
(voi) 
no 

OpttUOK 

17% 

15 

17 


General!\ agtees with you on the issues you 
care about ^ 


Honest and trustworthy? 


Gort 

2000 Aug 18-19 .... ,50^ 

2000 Aug 4-5 . 40 

2000 Jul 25-26 .42 



Both; 




Both 


same; 




SiltHC* 


neither 




tifffAi ■ 


(voi); 




( VOi ) 


no 




no 

Bush 

opinion 


Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

40%: 

10% 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.45% 

35% 

20V 

49 

11 

2000 Aug 4-5 .. 

32 

48 

20 

45 

13 

2000 Ju 125-26 . 

.37 

44 

19 
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Understands complex issues? 

Both, 

same; 

neither 

(voi); 

no 



Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

_47% 

36% 

17% 

2000 Aug 4-5 .. 

.37 

47 

16 

2000 Jul 25-26 , 

_41 

43 

16 


For each of the following candidates, please 
say whether you think his political views are 
too conservative, about right, or too liberal ■ 


At Gore? 



Too 

About 

Too 


cause n-ative 

right 

liberal* 

2000 Aug 18 .... 

. . . .11%; 

48% 

35% 

2000 Aug 4-5 ... 

.. . .12 

38 

43 

2000 Jul 25-26 .. 

.. . .11 

35 

40 

:ic “No opinion" is omitted. 



George W. Bush? 




Too 

About 

Too 


conservative 

right 

liberal* 

2000 Aug 18-19 . 

. . , .40%> 

41% 

12% 

2000 Aug 4—5 ... 

... .30 

50 

13 

2000 Ju] 25-26 .. 

... .30 

45 

12 


*“No opinion" is omitted. 

Which of the following do you think applies 
more to Al Gore—he puts his own political 
interests ahead of the country's interests, or 
he puts the country's interests ahead of his 
own political interests? 



Puts 

Puts 

Mixed 


own 

country's 

(voi): 


interests 

interests 

no 


ahead 

ahead 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.... .36% 

54% 

10 % 

2000 Aug 11-12 

.38 

45 

n 


Which of the following do you think applies 
more to George W. Bttsh—he puts his own 


political interests ahead of the country’s in¬ 
terests, or he puts the country's interests 
ahead of Ins own political interests? 


Pitts 

own 

interests 

ahead 

2000 Aug 18-19.44% 

2000 Aug 11-12_36 


Puts 

country s 
interests 

ahead 

43% 

47 


Mixed 

(voi), 

no 

opinion 

13% 

!7 


Which comes closer to your view—during 
the past eight years the Clinton administra¬ 
tion has wasted the opportunity to address 
the important problems facing our country, 
or the Clinton administration has taken ad¬ 
vantage of the opportunity to address the 
important problems facing our country? 


2000 Aug 18-19 
2000 Aug 4-5 . 


Wtisled 

oppor¬ 

tunity 

, . .37% 

.. .42 


Taken 

Both; 

advantage 

neither 

of 

(voL) t 

oppor¬ 

no 

tunity 

opinion 

55% 

8% 

48 

10 


Analysis: The latest Gallup Poll shows Vice 

w 

President Al Gore and Texas Governor George W 
Bush in a dead heal, with 47% of likely voters say¬ 
ing they would choose Gore and 46% opting for 
Bush Tins represents a 17-point swing from a poll 
conducted before the Democratic National 
Convention, when Bush led Gore by 16 points. 


55% to 39%. 

The poll also shows that on the nineteen is¬ 
sues and personal characteristics that were mea¬ 
sured immediately belorc and alter the 
convention. Gore improved his position relative 
to Bush on every one. In addition, Gore s favora- 
bility rating surged by 12 points and his unlavor- 
ability rating dropped an equal amount, while 
Bush's favorable and unfavorable measures 
moved in the opposite direction. These results 
suggest that the -bounce'’ in Gore’s support is 
parTof a more generally positive reassessment of 
the vice president and is not necessarily related 
to any single message emphasized during the 
four-day meeting of Democrats in Los Angeles. 
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Pnor 10 the Democratic convention, respon¬ 
dents had a favorable rather than unfavorable 
opinion of Gore by a 52% to 42% margin, but 
after the convention, the numbers had improved 
to a 64% to 30% margin, a net increase oi 24 
points. By contrast. Bush’s favorability rating 
dropped from a margin of 67% to 28% before the 
convention to 60% to 34% in tavorability after¬ 
ward. a net decline of 13 points. 

These changes in overall favorability are re¬ 
flected in the public's ratings of the two candi¬ 
dates on a variety of issues and personal 
characteristics. Gore now leads Bush on nine o! 
the ten issues measured both immediately before 
and after the Democratic convention (the excep¬ 
tion being national defense), but on all ten issues 
there was a net swing to Gore of at least 12 
points. On the issue showing the most change. 
Social Security, respondents perceived Bush as 
better able than Gore to handle it by 52% to 38% 
before tile Democratic convention. However, in 
the post-convention poll, they reversed them¬ 
selves. favoring Gore over Bush by almost an 
identical margin of 53% to 38%, a net swing of 
29 points. Smaller swings in the comparative 
evaluation oi the two candidates are found on all 
of the other issues as well. 

A similar pattern is found on Gallup's mea¬ 
sures of the candidates' personal characteristics. 
On all nine issues measured immediately before 
and after the Democratic convention, there has 
been a net change in Gore’s tavor, with six issues 
showing a net change in the lead of between 25 
and 30 points, On the characteristic showing the 
largest change, “having a vision for the country’s 
luture. the public lavored Bush before the con¬ 
vention by 53% to 32% but reversed themselves 
after the convention to favor Gore by 46% to 
37%, a net swing of 30 points, 

Apart from the nineteen issues and charac¬ 
teristics, Gallup asked Americans to rale each of 
the two major candidates on whether they put 
their own political interests ahead of the coun¬ 
try s interests, or the country's interests ahead of 
their own interests. Before the Democratic con¬ 
tention, both candidates were rated as more 
likely to put the country’s interests ahead of their 
own Gore by a 7-point margin (45% to 38%) 


and Bush by a 9-point margin (47% to 36%). 
After the convention, respondents give Gore a 
much better rating, with 54% saying he puts the 
country’s interests ahead of his own, and just 
36% saying he puts his own interests first. How¬ 
ever, they now express a somewhat more nega¬ 
tive opinion about Bush, with 43% saying he puts 
the country’s interests ahead of his own, and 44% 
saying he puts his own interests first. 

Similarly, before the convention, more peo¬ 
ple viewed Gore as "too liberal" (43%) than 
“about right" (38%) in his political views But 
after the convention the number viewing Gore as 
about right increased by 10 points to 48%. and 
the number saying Gore is too liberal declined by 
8 points to 35%. For Bush the opposite change 
took place, with Americans now about evenly di¬ 
vided over whether Bush is too conservative 
(40%) or about right (41%), while before the 
Democratic convention, Americans were more 
likely to view the Texas governor as about right 
(50%) than too conservative (30%). 

One of Bush’s criticisms of the Clinton ad¬ 
ministration during the GOP convention was that 
the Democrats had wasted the opportunities pro¬ 
vided by the good economic times to address 
America’s problems over the past several years 
Before the Democratic convention, respondents 
were more likely to reject that criticism than ac¬ 
cept it, by 48% to 42%. And after the convention, 
they rejected that criticism by an even larger mar¬ 
gin of 55% to 37%. 

These results, showing a surge for Gore on 
all of the measures included in the poll, suggest 
that people view' the candidates holistically—not 
necessarily as the sum of different issues and per¬ 
sonal characteristics. No single set of measure'' 
accounts for the change in opinion, as people now 
view Gore more positively overall than they did 
before. Another caveat, however—just as Bush * 
posi-GOP convention bounces on all of the char¬ 
acteristics and issues have been wiped out by 
Gore’s post-Democratic surge. Gore’s dominance 
on these measures could also be shortlived. 

AUGUST 24 

THE GOVERNMENT AS 
PROBLEM SOLVER 
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Interview Dates: 8/18—19/00 
CNN/(/SA Today /Gallup Pol) 

Survey #GG 131172 

Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the 
steps that the federal government is taking 
to solve the major issues of concent to you? 


Satisfied..41% 

Dissatisfied ..54 

No opinion...5 


Some people think that the government is 
trying to do too many things that should he 
left to individuals and businesses Others 
think that the government should do more to 
solve our country ’s problems. Which comes 
closer to your own view J 


Doing Mixed 

too Should ( voL ), 

many do no 

things more opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19.54% 3 8 % 8 % 

1999 Sep 10-14 .55 39 6 

1998 Oct 29-30 .50 38 12 

1998 Apr 17-19 ..,.59 33 8 

1997 Jan 31-Feb 2 ...58 33 9 

1996 Jan 12-15 .58 35 7 

1995 Dec 15-19 .60 32 8 

1994 Nov .55 37 8 

1 994 Oct. .57 37 6 

1994 Jan.54 39 7 


Analysis: Americans typically favor specific 
programs that require significant involvement by 
the federal government, hut at the same lime 
they express reservations about the role of gov¬ 
ernment. In recent polls, for example, they have 
expressed widespread support for such govern- 
hient programs as Social Security, Medicare, ex¬ 
panding educational opportunities, providing 
Prescription drugs to seniors, improving the 
eallh care system, and increasing regulation oi 
^ gun industry. But in the latest Gallup Poll, a 
blajority (54%) say that the government is trying 
do too many things that should be left to indi¬ 
viduals and businesses, while only 38% say that 


the government should do more to solve our 
country s problems. These results are similar to 
those obtained in several Gallup Polls over the 
past six years. 

The poll also shows that Americans are more 
dissatisfied than satisfied, by a margin of 54 % to 
41%. with the steps the federal government is tak¬ 
ing to solve the major issues of concern to them. 
While this finding might seem contradictory', sug¬ 
gesting the government should be doing more, it 
appears that much dissatisfaction is found among 
those who think the sovernment should do less. 
Overall. 34% are dissatisfied with the steps the 
federal government is taking to solve major issues 
and at the same time express the view that, in gen¬ 
eral, the government does too many things that 
should be left to individuals and businesses At 


the other end of the spectrum, just 18% are dissat¬ 
isfied with governmental eliorts to solve issues 
and, m general, feel the government should be 
doing more to solve the country's problems. 

Another 37% fall into one of the middle 


ategories—they are satisfied with the steps the 
ovemment is currently taking to solve problems, 
ut 18% say the government is doing too much 
nd 19% say the government should be doing 
lore While these views appear conflicting, they 
nay also reflect the ambivalent feelings that re- 
pondents typically express about government— 
[/anting the government to take some action to 
leal with problems but at the same time feeling 
keplical of too much governmental involvement 
Gallup also finds a substantial difference be- 
ween the two parlies on these measures. More 
h an half of Republicans nationwide (55%) say 
iiith that they are dissatisfied with the govern- 
nent’s efforts to solve problems and that the gov- 
rnmem is doing too much, compared with just 
7% of Democrats who feel that way. On the in- 
lividual questions, the differences are also prn- 
lotmccd. Republicans are dissatisfied with the 
■overnment’s efforts to solve problems by a mar- 
;. n ol 70% to 27%. While Democrats lake the 

ippoMtt view, hy 5.TO to 41%. Similarly. Repub- 
icans take the position that the sovemmeoi does 
„„ much rather than it should do more, by 74 , 
o 22%. while again Democrats lake the opposite 

liew’by 52% to 38%. 
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The differences among party regulars are 
also reflected in the differences between the two 
presidential candidates and could have implica¬ 
tions for the presidential race, democratic candi¬ 
date Al Gore and Republican candidate George W. 
Bush appear to lake opposing views about the 
role of government, both in general terms and in 
their specific policy proposals. While Bush advo¬ 
cates some new governmental programs—in 
health care and education, for example—in gen¬ 
eral his policy proposals call for less involvement 
by the federal government rather than more. 
Gore, on the other hand, has outlined several 
major programs that would involve greater fed¬ 
eral government expenditures. The results in this 
poll suggest that when the role oi government is 
framed in general terms, respondents tend to side 
with those who favor limited government. How¬ 
ever, as previous polls have found, when con¬ 
fronted with specific policy proposals, they often 
tend to prefer those proposals that require sub¬ 
stantial governmental involvement. 


AUGUST 25 

BLACK AMERICANS AND THE 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

Interview Dales: 8/4-6/00 


read each one, please tell me how important 
the candidates' positions on that issue will 
be in influencing your vote for president— 
extremely important, very important, some¬ 
what important, or not important: 

The economy? 

National 



adults 

Blacks* 

Whites* 

Extremely important 

.. .41% 

49% 

42% 

Very important .., 

44 

* ■ * T T 

38 

42 

Somewhat 
important. 

...13 

10 

14 

Not important .... 

9 

* * HP * 4^ 

1 

2 

No opinion. 

_L 

* * * * f 

2 


Taxes? 

National 

adults 

Blacks* 

Whites* 

Extremely important 

.. .40% 

47% 

40% 

Very important ... 

,. ,42 

41 

40 

Somewhat 
important. 

.. .16 

10 

17 

Not important .,.. 

2 

¥ m ■ i Job 1 

2 

3 

No opinion . 

- ■ • *T 

t 

2. 

1 


Social Security? 


CNN /USA Torfav/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131168 

Which party do you think better represents 
your values—the Republican Party, or the 
Democratic Party? 

National 



adults 

Blacks* 

Whites* 

Republican Party .. 

. .46% 

13% 

51% 

Democratic Party .. 
Both equally; 
neither (vol.); 

. .43 

76 

40 

no opinion . 

'•"Registered voters 

. .11 

11 

9 


Now, / am going to read a list of some of the 
issues that will probably be discussed in this 
year s presidential election campaigns. As / 


National 

adults 

Extremely important.. .43% 

Very important.40 

Somewhat 

important.14 

Not important. 3 

No opinion .f 


Medicare? 


Extremely important 
Very important ... 
Somewhat 

important . 

Not important 
No opinion . 


National 

adults 

. .37% 

..39 

,..21 

_3 

- 1 


Blacks* Whites 

57% 

35 


7 

1 

-i. 

1 


Blacks * 

59% 

33 

8 

t 

f 


39 

15 

3 


White; 


-T 


37% 

38 

22 

3 

T 
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Health care ? 


National 


adults 

Blacks* 

Whites* 

Extremely important .. .44% 

56% 

46% 

Very important . 40 

37 

38 

Somewhat 



important ***,*#**»12 

5 

13 

Not important .. .3 

2 

3 

fsfo opinion »■ • p * * • • * * 1 

t 

t 

Education? 



National 



adults 

Blacks * 

Whites* 

Extremely important .. .50% 

60% 

50% 

Very important . 41 

39 

41 

Somewhat 



important . 7 

1 

7 

Not important ....... .2 

T 

2 

No opinion . f 

t 

4 

T 

The gun issue? 



National 



adults 

Blacks * 

Whites* 

Extremely important ,. .29% 

38% 

31% 

Very important . 35 

35 

32 

Somewhat 



important . 23 

20 

99 

Not important .12 

6 

14 

No opinion . 1 

i 

1 


Abortion ? 


National 

adults 

Extremely important. . .29% 
important.27 

Somewhat 

* 

^portent.. .22 

Not important. 20 

No opinion ... 9 


Blacks* 

Whites * 

29% 

29% 

27 

26 

23 

24 

18 

18 

3 

3 


National defense? 


1 National 

g adults Blacks* 

_ xiremely important.. .34% 33% 

ei Y important.39 35 


Whites* 

36% 

39 


Somewhat 


important . .22 

25 

21 

Not important __ . .4 

4 

4 

No opinion ....] 

3 

4* 

T 

Handling the budget surplus? 


National 

adults 

Blacks * 

Whites* 

Extremely important . . 39 % 

45% 

40% 

Very important .41 

35 

41 

Somewhat 

important.15 

14 

15 

Not important.4 

3 

3 

No opinion ...t 

3 

1 

Race relations 7 

National 

adults 

Blacks* 

Whites* 

Extremely important ,. .30% 

54% 

28% 

Very important .... 37 

35 

36 

Somewhat 

important .24 

8 

27 


Not important... .8 3 8 

No opinion .1 * 

:, 'Resistered voters 
tLess than 1% 

Thinking about characteristics and qualities, 
please say whether “shares your values ’’ ap¬ 
plies more to AI Gore or more to George W. 

Bush ? 


National 


adults 

BUu ks~ 

Whites'* 

OC 

-~r> 

69% 

35% 

...51 

17 

56 

.. .11 

14 

9 


Gore , . 

Bush . 

Both; same; 
neither (vol.): 
no opinion . • • 

* Registered voters 


Do you think that, if elected . George H. 
Hush would or would not work hard to rep - 
resent the interests of black Americans ’ 


Yes. would 


National 

adults 

. 66 % 


Blacks* Whites 

37% 


70% 
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No. would not 
No opinion 




^Registered voters 


54 

9 



Would you say that each of the following is 
generally doing a good job or a bad job these 
days of reaching out to blacks, Hispanics, 
and other minorities: 

The Republican Party? 

National 


adults 

Blacks* 


Good job . ..50% 

28% 

52% 

Badjob.33 

59 

30 

Neither; mixed (vol.); 



no opinion .17 

13 

18 


The Democratic Party? 

National 


adults 

Blacks* 

Whites* 

Good job.68% 

80% 

68% 

Bad job ..18 

8 

IS 

Neither; mixed (vol.); 



no opinion ........14 

12 

14 


* Registered voters 

Asked of blacks:* Do you think the Repub¬ 
lican Party today is doing a good job or a 

poor job of representing the interests of 
blacks? 


Good job .. 

Poorjob... 

Mixed (vol.); no opinion . 


... .28% 
... .59 
... .13 


* Registered voters 

Also asked of blacks:* Do you think the 
Democratic Parrs’ today is doing a good job 

or a poor job of representing the interests of 
blacks? 


Good job ... 

Poorjob . 

Mixed (vol.); no opinion 


.75% 



* Registered voters 


Also asked of blacks:* How serious a prob¬ 
lem do you think racial discrimination 
against blacks is where you live—a very se¬ 
rious problem, a somewhat serious problem, 
not too serious, or not at all serious ? 


Very serious.. 

Somewhat serious .. 

Not too serious.. 

Not at all serious . 

No opinion. 

* Registered voters 



Also asked of blacks ;* How serious a prob¬ 
lem do you think racial discrimination 
against blacks is in this country—a very se¬ 
rious problem, a somewhat serious problem, 
not too serious, or not at all serious? 


Very serious..60% 

Somewhat serious .32 

Not too serious.6 


Not at all serious ... . i 

No opinion ..*. . 

^Registered voters 
tLess than 1% 


Analysis: Nearly four decades following the 
historic March on Washington, an overwhelming 
majority of black voters (92%) believe that dis¬ 
crimination against blacks is a serious problem in 
the United Slates. During this presidential cam¬ 
paign season, both the Democratic and Republican 
parties have highlighted issues surrounding race 
and have made intensive efforts to portray them 
selves as inclusive and sensitive to issues unique to 


marginalized groups such as blacks, Hispanic*- 
and other minorities. According to a Gallup 
conducted August 4-6 among black American* 
who are registered to vote, these efforts by the b' 0 
parties appear to strike a responsive chord. M l,It 
than half of African Americans (54%) indicate that 
the presidential candidates* positions on race rela 
lions will be “extremely important” in influencing 
their votes for president. 

I l l (2 

Data collected immediately following 
Republican convention suggested that black v ° 
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ers did not move toward the GOP in substantial 
numbers—at least not immediately—and that 
blacks continue to believe that Democrats do a 
substantially better job of reaching out to minori¬ 
ties than do their Republican counterparts. Only 
28% of black adults feel that the Republican Party 
is doing a good job of reaching out to blacks. 
Hispanics, and other minorities, while nearly three 
in Five (59%) feel that it is doing a poor job. In 
contrast, in the poll, conducted a week prior to the 
Democratic Party’s national convention, a strong 
majority of black adults (80%) indicate that the 
Democratic Party successfully reaches out to mi¬ 
norities, while only 8% disagree. 

Black voters believe that the Democratic 
Party not only does a belter job of reaching out to 
minorities, but also that it more closely represents 
the interests and values of black Americans than 
does the Republican Party. About three-quarters 
of black adults believe that the Democratic Party 
is doing a good job of representing their interests 
and values. By contrast, only 28% of black adults 
think the Republican Party is doing a good job of 
representing blacks’ interests, and just 13%’ feel 
die GOP closely represents blacks’ values. When 
black voters are asked which of the two major- 
party candidates shares their values. A1 Gore re¬ 
ceives overwhelming majority support, by 69% 
to 17%, over George W. Bush. Further, more 
than half of black voters (54%) do not believe 
that Bush, if elected president, would work hard 
to represent the interests of black Americans. 

When asked to rate the importance ot various 
issues surrounding the presidential election, black 
voters classify race relations much more highly 
than do white voters. Black voters put race rela¬ 
tions in fifth place, with 89% rating it “extremely” 
or very” important. The number-one position is 
§ lv ’en to education, with 99% of blacks rating the 
tssue as “extremely” or “very” important, tot- 
lowed by health care (93%), Medicare (92%), and 
Social Security (92%). White voters do not con- 
^ider race relations to be as important. To them, it 
ponies in ninth, with only 64% of whites rating it 
e xtremely” or "very” important. 

j. Poll highlighted an interesting pattern 

°und in reference to a number of situations; re- 
Pondents are much more critical of social prob¬ 


lems or issues in general than they are of their 
own personal situations. In this poll. 60%. of 
black Americans said that discrimination against 
blacks in this country is a very serious problem 
today, but only 27% said that discrimination 
against blacks is a very serious problem in the 
area where they live. (In other polls, Americans 
are more critical ot education across the country- 
are of education in iheir local schools, 
more critical of Congress than they are of their 
own congress person, and more critical of the 
health care system than they are of their own 
health care situation.) 


AUGUST 28 

CONTROL OF CONGRESS 


Interview Dates. 8/18-19/00 
CNN/U5A 7V>r/c/v/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131172 


If the elections for Congress imv being held 
today, which party's candidate wi mid you vote 
for in your congressional district—the 
Democratic Party’s candidate, or the Repub¬ 
lican Party's candidate? IIP UNDECIDED: 
As of today, do you lean more toward the 
DeiiWL rath Puny's candidate, or the Repub¬ 
lican Party’s candidate?) 


Likely Voters 

2000 Aug 18-19 
2000 Aug 4-5 ... 
2000Jul25-26 
2000 Jun 6-7 .. - 
Registered Voters 
2000 Aug 18-19 

2000 Aug 4-5. 

2000Jul25-26 . . 
2000 Jun 6-7 - 


Lb i- 


Demo¬ 

Re pitb- 

un¬ 
decided* 
other 
(roll 

cratic 

lican 

no 

i andidaip 

CMididutt’ 

opinion 

.. .48% 

46% 

6 <5 

.. .47 

48 

5 

.. .47 

47 

6 

. ..48 

46 

6 

.. .50 

43 

7 

.. .46 

47 

7 

,. .49 

42 

9 

...50 

43 

7 

/ 


Analysis: While ihe presidential rate lias experi¬ 
enced major fluctuations over ihe past three 
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weeks, as first the Republicans and then the 
Democrats held their national conventions, the 
contest for U.S. House seats has shown very little 
change. According to the latest Gallup Poll. 48% 
of likely voters say they will vote for a Democrat 
in their' congressional district, while 46% say they 
will vote for a Republican. In seven polls con¬ 
ducted since the middle of January, Democrats 
have averaged 46% support, while Republicans 
have averaged 47%, The differences between the 
parlies have varied in a narrow range, from a 5- 
point lead for the Republicans to a 2-point lead 
for the Democrats. 

While no candidates’ names are mentioned, 
die final pre-election results of this ballot have gen¬ 
erally provided a reliable indication o’ the total 
percentage of votes cast for Republican and Demo¬ 
cratic candidates across all 435 congressional races. 
The poll results over die past half year are so close 
that if an election for Congress had actually been 
held, it is noi clear which party would have won a 
majority of the votes or how many congressional 
seats either party would have won. 

Similar to the gender gap in the presidential 
race, the congressional race shows major differ¬ 
ences between the preferences of men and 
women. Male voters opt for the Republican can¬ 
didate in their districts by a 53% to 41% margin, 
while female voters prefer the Democrats by 55% 
to 38%. These numbers constitute a gender gap 
of between 14 and 15 points. The gap, however, 
is due to the fact that women are more likely to 
identify with the Democratic Party and men with 
die Republican Party, Male voters affiliate with 
the GOP by 56% to 41%, while female voters 
identify with the Democratic Party by 60% to 
39%—a gender gap of about 18 points. 

When comparisons are made between men 
and women within the same party, the differences 
are quite small and statistically insignificant, with 
women of both parties slightly more likely than 
men in their respective parties to support their 
own party s candidates. Among Republican vot¬ 
ers, for example, women support GOP candidates 
by 90 % to 5%, while men support the same candi¬ 
dates by 85% to 11%. Similarly, among Demo¬ 
crats, women support their own "party’s 
congressional candidates by 88% to 6%, while 


men support their party’s candidates by 85% to 
12%. (Independents constitute just 2% of likely 
voters, providing too small a sample for analysis.) 

The poll also shows major regional differ¬ 
ences in voter preferences for Congress. Voters in 
the East and South express identical support lev¬ 
els for Democratic over Republican candidates, 
each by margins of 52% to 41%. By contrast. 
Western voters lean to Republican candidates by 
52% to 43%, and Midwestern voters lean in the 
same direction by 50% to 45%. These differences 
in the congressional vote generally reflect the dif¬ 
ferences between the regions in party identifica¬ 
tion, with the West showing an exception 
Among likely voters. Democrats outnumber Re¬ 
publicans by 7-10 points in the East ant! South, 
giving the Democrats the advantage on the con¬ 
gressional ballot And Republicans outnumber 
Democrats in the Midwest by about 8 points, giv¬ 
ing the GOP the advantage. However, Republican 
candidates fare significantly better than Demo¬ 
cratic candidates in the West even though voters 
identify about equally with each major party. 
Democrats in the West are less loyal to their own 
party than are Republicans, thus giving the GOP 
the congressional vote advantage. 

AUGUST 29 

GORE AND BUSH TIED 

Interview Dates; 8/24-27/00 
CNN/t/SA Today/GMwp Poll 
Survey #GO 131285 

Analysis: The Democratic ticket of A! Gore and 
Joe Lieberman remains in a virtual tie with *h L 
Republican ticket of George W. Bush and Dick 
Cheney in the latest Gallup Poll. The fact that th L 
race has stayed at this virtual dead-heat level ' n 
two separate polls conducted since the Demo¬ 
cratic convention ended on August 17 sugg csts 
that Gore and the Democrats have been success 
ful in altering the basic structure of (he race- P fK ’ 
to the start of the conventions this summer, B us * 
led Gore in almost every poll conducted for l ’’ e 
past year and was ahead by a 7.5 point margin m 
an average of four June and July polls. Now "i 
an average of the two polls conducted atiei 
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Democratic convention, the two candidates are 
dead even, each with 46% of the vote. Gore led 
Bush in Gallup’s August 18-19 poll among likely 
voters by a 47% to 46% margin (in a four-way 
ballot that includes Ralph Nader and Pat 
Buchanan), and Bush leads in the latest Aug¬ 
ust 24-27 poll by an almost identical 46% to 45% 
margin. 

We can look at the recent history of the 
presidential race based on three discrete periods; 
1) the immediate pre-convention phase, based on 
four polls conducted prior to either convention, in 
June and July; 2) the intcr-convcntion period, 
based on two polls conducted after the Repub¬ 
lican convention but before the Democratic one; 
and 3) the immediate post-convention phase, 
based on two polls conducted since the 
Democratic convention ended. 


Gore’s Average Percentage of the Vote 
(Based on Likely Voters) 

Four polls prior to either convention 
(June 6-7, June 23-25, July 14-16, 

July 25-26) 40% 

Two polls conducted after the Republican 
convention (August 4—5, August 11—12) 38 

Two polls conducted after the Democratic 
convention (August 18-19, 

August 24-27) 46 


Bush’s Average Percentage of the Vote 
(Based on Likely Voters) 

° ur P°Hs prior to either convention 
(June 6-7, June 23-25, July 14—16, 

July 25-26) 

Two polls conducted after the Republican 
convention (August 4-5, August 11-12) 

' v ° P 0 Hs conducted after the Democratic 

convention (August 18-19, 

August 24-27) 


48% 


55 


46 


Us h lost 2 points over the period of lime that en- 
P^passed both conventions. Gore, on the oilier 
® a ^ net l more significantly, up 6 points, (The 
_ a fhird-party candidates included in the 
!n £ Ralph Nader and Pat Buchanan —have 


averaged 4.5% in the last two polls, while they 
were averaging 7.25% in the four polls prior to 
either convention.) 

Thus, as Labor Day approaches (the tradi¬ 
tional start of the Final phase of the election cam¬ 
paign season), die public is basically split down 
the middle on its preference for the two major 
party tickets A review of Gallup polling con¬ 
ducted prior to every presidential election since 
1936 shows only two situations in which early 
September polling was dead even, and each had a 
different outcome: 

• In 1960 the first September poll had 
Richard Nixon at 47% and John F. 
Kennedy at 46%. The closeness of that 
race persisted throughout the fall, and in 
the end the two candidates were virtually 


lied in the popular vole, with Kennedy 
winning by less than 1% 

* In 1980, Jimmy Carter and Ronald 
Reagan were tied in the first September 
poll, 39% to 39% Tliat race generally re¬ 
mained dose in polling conducted in 
September and October, but as the elec¬ 
tion drew near, Reagan pulled away from 
Carter and went on to win by a 10-point 


margin, 51 % to 41 % 

The pattern by which Labor Day poll results 
relate to the actual Election Day vote can be fur¬ 
ther examined by reviewing elections in which 
post-Labor Day polling showed differences be¬ 
tween candidates. One thing is immediately 
apparent—if a candidate is substantially ahead 
around Labor Day, the odds are high that he will 
cruise to victory. This lias happened four limes in 
recent history, all when a popular incumbent 

souuht a second term in office. 

• In 1996. President Bill Clinton led Repub 

lican Bob Dole by 45% to 32% in Gallup’s 


first poll after Labor Day. Clinton main¬ 
tained his lead all fall, ultimately winning 

49% to 41% over Dole 

In 1984 President Ronald Reagan was 

teadin" Democrat Walter Mondale by 19 


59 % to 41% 
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* In 1972 incumbent Richard Nixon was 
overwhelmingly ahead of Democrat 
George McGovern in Gallup s September 
polling by 61% to 33%. Nixon went on to 
win by 61 % to 38% 

* In 1964, President Lyndon Johnson* still 
enjoying very' positive overall ratings after 
taking over the presidency the previous 
November when John F. Kennedy was as¬ 
sassinated, led Republican Barry Goldwater 
65% to 29% in September polling. LBJ 
went on to win by 61% to 39% 

In several other election years, however, the 
structure of the race has changed as September 
and October have progressed: 

* In 1976, Democratic challenger Jimmy 
Carter was ahead of President Gerald 
Ford in a late August poll. 51% to 36%. 
After a series of debates the race nar¬ 
rowed, and Carter just managed to win, 
50% to 48% 

* In 1968, Richard Nixon was ahead of 
Vice President Hubert Humphrey in Sep¬ 
tember, but the race got closer as the end 
of October approached, and Nixon ended 
up with only 43.4% of the popular vote to 
Humphrey’s 42.7% 

* In perhaps the most famous example of 
changes between early polls and Election 
Day, Thomas E, Dewey led incumbent 
Hany S. Truman by 8 points in Gallup’s 
first poll after Labor Day in 1948, and 
Dewey continued to lead in every poll 
that followed. Truman, as every student of 
election history' knows, went on to win an 
upset victory' over Dewey by 50% to 45% 

Americans with short memories may be ex¬ 
cused for thinking that what you see on Labor Day 
is what you get on Election Day. In the last four 
elections, the leader after Labor Day has indeed 
gone on to win the overall election. Clinton was 
ahead in both 1992 and 1996 in the first poll in 
September and went on to win both limes. In 1988. 
Vice President George Bush was ahead by 497c to 
41% in early September and he eventually won by 
7 points. 53% to 46%, And, as noted, Reagan was 
ahead of Mondale in 1984 and was never seriously 
challenged, ultimately winning by 18 points. 


AUGUST 30 
THE U.S. MILITARY 

Interview Dates: 8/24—27/00 
Cm/USA Today !Gallup Pol! 
Survey #GO 131285 


There is much discussion as to the amount of 
money the government in Washington 
should spend for national defense and mili¬ 
tary purposes. How do you feel about this— 
do you think, we are spending too little, 
about the right amount, or too much ? 


2000 Aug 24-27 

Too 

little 

.. .40% 

About 

right 

34% 

Too 

much 

20% 

2000 May 18-21 

...31 

44 

11 

1999 May 7-9 . 

.. .28 

35 

32 ■ 

1998 Nov 20-22 

. ..26 

45 

22 

1993 Mar 29-31 

.. .17 

38 

42 

1990 . 

... .9 

36 

50 

1987 . 

.. .14 

36 

44 

1986 .. 

. . .13 

36 

47 

1985 . 

...11 

36 

46 

1983 . 

.. .21 

36 

37 

1982 . 

.. .16 

31 

41 

1981. 

.. .51 

22 

15 

1976. 

.. .22 

32 

36 

1973 . 

. ..13 

30 

46 

1971. 

...11 

31 

50 

1969 . 

* * * ,8 

31 

52 

*Less than 1 % 

Would you 

say that the U.S. 

W 

milita 


No 

opinion 


3 

5 

7 

3 

5 

6 

4 

7 
6 

12 

12 

* 

11 

8 
9 


proving inese aays ana oecuinins / 

pared to fight wars, getting worse these days 
and becoming less prepared to fight wars, o' 


Improving, better prepared . 

Getting worse, less prepared. 

About the same . 

No opinion.. 


.19% 
. .39 
..38 

.,4 


From what you have heard or read, do V ,f 
think the morale—that is, the mood or spirt* 
of members of the U.S. armed forces th LSl 
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days is very high, moderately high, average, 
moderately low, or very low? 

Very high.-.3% 

Moderately high ..14 

Average .. 45 

Moderately low..23 

Very low . 9 

No opinion. 6 


Analysis: As the presidential campaign heads 
toward the Labor Day milepost with a virtual tie 
between the major party candidates, each cam¬ 
paign is attempting to define the election on its 
own terms. Republicans George W. Bush and 
Dick Cheney have made the U,S. military an 
issue, arguing that it is in a declining state in its 
preparedness for fighting and that the overall 
morale of members of the armed forces is low, 
A Gallup Poll conducted in May showed that 
70% think it is important for the United States 
to be number one in the world militarily, but the 
latest poll, conducted August 24-27, shows that 
there are mixed views about the current state of 
the U.S. military. While about four out of ten 
agree with Bush and Cheney that the military is 
declining in some respects, a roughly equal pro¬ 
portion of the public believes that it is currently 
m adequate shape and is not changing for the 
worse. 


L -• " ► * " TV -mm Ji ^ ^ - - 

d 16 U.S. military is not as prepared as it should be 
lo fight wars, citing mismanagement by the 
Ulinton-Gore administration as the primary 
cause. The latest poll shows that 39% think that 
U.S. military is “getting worse and becoming 
Prepared to fight wars,” compared to only 
9/c who say that it is “improving and becoming 
better prepared to fight wars.” However, 38% 
015 * See much change in the state of the military 
a nd say it is about the same as it has been. 

Respondents who have a family member 
^ serv ed or who themselves served in the nidi¬ 
fy hold a more pessimistic view of the health ol 
arFtle d forces than the general population 
*3)-two percent of respondents with military 
es the military is getting worse and less 


prepared to Fight wars, while only 167c think it is 
getting better and 28% say it is about the same. 

As one might expect, the Bush-Cheney mes¬ 
sage about military preparedness seems to be res¬ 
onating more with Republicans than with 
Democrats. A majority of Republicans (58%) be¬ 
lieve the military is getting worse, while only 
227o of Democrats believe this. Independents fall 
in between the two groups, with 41% believing 
the military is getting worse. 

A second argument made by Bush and 
Cheney asserts that the morale of the U.S. military 
is unacceptably low, citing problems with retention 
of personnel as evidence More Americans agree 
with this assertion than disagree, as 32% say 
morale is either “moderately low” or "very low.” 
while 17% say it is “moderately high" or “very 
high ” However, the greatest proportion (45%) is 
more neutral, saying that morale is “average.” 

Military families are slightly more likely to 
think morale is low (407r) than is the adult popu¬ 
lation, but they are about equally like’v to think it 
is high (14%). Again, Republicans are much 
more inclined to view morale as low than are 
Democrats, by a 447r to 237c margin Implicit in 
the Republican argument is the idea that the gov¬ 
ernment needs to spend more resources on the 
military'. In the latest poll, 40% say the govern¬ 
ment is spending too little on national defense 
and military purposes, which is twice as high as 
the percentage who say the government is spend¬ 
ing too much (20%). Currently. 34% think the 
government is spending the right amount of 
money on defense and the military. 

The latest numbers show an increase in the 


roponion who think the government spends too 
tile on dciense from earlier this year, when 31 >r 
eld that view, and from previous years in which 
lis question lias been asked. (It should be noted 
.-it the current higher reading may be due. in 
Z :L fac. th. .he issue was raised wiih re- 
xmdenls after several questions had been asked 
bout military preparedness more generally.) 
ifty-three percent of those with family members 
, the military think the government is spending 
io little on national defense, with 24% saying 
1C government is spending the right amount and 

b% too much. 
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AUGUST 31 

GORE VS. BUSH: THE TAX ISSUE 

Interview Dates: 8/18-19/00 
CNN /USA Today1 Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131172 

Regardless of which presidential candidate 
you support, please tell me if you think Al 
Gore or George W. Bush would better han¬ 
dle the issue of taxes? 

Same 

(vol.); 

no 



1 

Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.47% 

43% 

10% 

2000 Aug 4-5 .. 

35 

■ m 1 - * 

54 

11 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

..., .36 

51 

13 

2000 Apr 28-30 

.38 

47 

15 

2000 Mar 10-12 

_41 

48 

11 


From what you know or have read , whose 
proposals would cut taxes more—Al Gore's. 
or George W. Bush’s? 


Gore’s .|. . .30% 

Bush’s . ,42 

Neither (vol.) ..6 

No opinion ... 22 


From what you know or have read, whose 
plan to cut taxes would you favor more—Al 
Gore's, or George W. Bush's? 

G °re's . 45% 

Bosh’s . . 

Neither (vol.) ,. a 

No opinion.......j 5 

If Al Gore is elected president and his tax 
cut.plan is enacted into law, who would ben¬ 
efit more—the wealthy, the middle and 
working classes, or both about equally? 

Wealthy ...... \ic? 

■. .17% 

Middle, working classes . 47 

Both about equally. 1 

Neither (vol.); no opinion . 15 

Ij George IV. Bush is elected president and 
his rax cur plan is enacted into law, who 


would benefit more—the wealthy, the middle 
and working classes, or both about equally? 

Wealthy. 48% 

Middle, working classes . 17 

Both about equally .....23 

Neither (vol.); no opinion ..12 

If you were asked to use one of these jive 
names for your social class, which would 
you say you belong in—upper class, upper- 
middle class, middle class, working class, or 


lower class? 

Upper class . ,...3% 

Upper-middle class . 15 

Middle class. 48 

Working class .. 30 

Lower class . .3 

No opinion. ,..,...1 


Analysis: According to Gallup polling conducted 
shortly after the Democratic convention in Los 
Angeles, Al Gore and George W. Bush are now 
closely rated on the issue of taxes, with 47% say¬ 
ing Gore would do the better job handling this 
issue, and 43% choosing Bush. With Gore lead¬ 
ing Bush by 10 percentage points or more on 
health care. Social Security, education, and other 
issues, taxes is one of Gore’s slimmest issue ad¬ 
vantages in this campaign. However, Gore’s cur¬ 
rent rating on taxes represents a substantial 
improvement for the Democratic nominee com¬ 
pared to earlier in the year, when he trailed Bush 
on the tax issue by as much as 19 points. 

One reason for Gore's improved standing on 
taxes could be the sharp distinction that Ameri¬ 
cans make between the tax-cutting approaches of 
the two major party candidates. According to a 
Gallup Poll conducted August 24—27, close to 
half (47%) think Gore’s tax cut plan would 
mostly benefit the middle and working classes m 
this country, while only 17% believe Bush’s pk irl 
would be targeted at this important group, 
trust, 48% of the public thinks Bush's tax cuts are 
more likely to benefit the wealthy. With 78 1 
defining their own social status as either ”midd* L 
class” or “working class,” the advantage to Gun- 
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in being perceived as favoring these groups with 
his tax policy is clear. 

A majority or plurality of all party groups— 
Republicans, independents, and Democrats— 
view Gore as supporting tax policies that favor 
the middle and working classes. That perception 
is particularly high among Democrats (64%) but 
is also held by a plurality of Republicans (35%) 
and independents (40%). Bush’s image, in con¬ 
trast, sharply differs by party, with most Demo¬ 
crats (73%) and a plurality of independents 
(47%) saying his tax policies would favor the 
wealthy, and a plurality of Republicans (42%) 
saying that Bush’s policies would favor the 
wealthy and middle and working classes about 
equally. Only 21% of Republicans think Bush’s 
policies would primarily benefit the wealthy. 

The new poll also finds that by a 42% to 
30% margin, the public tends to believe that 
Bush’s tax proposals would cut taxes more than 
Gore's proposals. However, in line with their 
view that Gore’s plan focuses on the middle 
class, respondents are more likely to say they pre¬ 
fer Gore’s tax plan to Bush’s, by a 45% to 36% 
margin. Democrats favor Gore's plan over 
Bush’s by a 76% to 10% margin, while Repub¬ 
licans favor Bush’s plan over Gore’s by 70% to 
14%, One in four political independents is unsure 
on this question, but those who do have a view 
are split nearly equally, with 37% favoring 
Gore’s plan and 34% favoring Bush’s. 


AUGUST 31 

GREATEST ATHLETE 

Interview Dates: 8/24-27/00 
NN/US4 TWay/Gallup Poll 

Survey #GO 13085 

Iti your opinion, who is the greatest athlete 
active in the world of sports today ? 


T »gerWoods ... 
Michael Jordan . 
Mark McGwire . 
^*1 Ripken Jr. .. 
Sh aquil!e O’Neal 

Brett Favre. 

Kobc Bryant 



Sammy Sosa . . 

. 1 

Troy Aikman .. . 

1 

Lance Armstrong . 


Pete Sampras.... 

. I 

Venus Williams. .. 

.I 

Michael Johnson . 

1 

Deion Sanders . 

| 

Ken Griffey Jr.. 

. .1 

Dale Earnhardt . 

] 

Cynthia Cooper .. . 

. 1 

Otlter ... . 

. 13 

None .. 

. 4 

Don’t know . 

. 30 

No opinion . 

. 1 


Please say if you have a favorable or unfa¬ 
vorable opinion of Tiger Woods, or if you 
have never heard of him? 


Favorable .. 88 %- 

Unfavorable.5 

No opinion...5 

Never heard of. 2 


Analysis: Traditionally, the honorary title of 
“greatest athlete” is reserved for winners of the 
Olympic decathlon. Golf isn’t >ne of the ten 
sports that makes up the decathlon, but if it were, 
decathletes might find themselves in the same 
position as the world’s professional goiters— 
competing for second place when Tiger Woods 
tees off. A new Gallup Poll shows that Ameri¬ 
cans consider Woods to be the “greatest athlete 


active in the world ot sports today. Those inter¬ 
viewed were asked to name their choice without 
being prompted with a list of names, and three 


of ten selected Woods. 

By comparison, the second choice was 
hae! Jordan with 4%. even though Jordan re- 
d from professional basketball last year, 
eball star Mark McGwire received 3%. and 
Ripken Jr. of the Baltimore Orioles garnered 
Other athletes receiving at least 19c support 
ude Sbaquille O’Neal and Kobe Biyant of the 
A’s Los Angeles Lakers, quarterbacks Brett 
T e of the Green Bay Packers and Troy 
man of the Dallas Cowboys, tennis star Venus 
liiims. and the two-time winner of the Tour de 
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Woods has been the subject of several 
Galtup Polls this year, during which he has won 
three of golfs four major tournaments and eight 
tournaments overall. In June, 88% gave Woods a 
favorable approval rating, one of the highest ever 
recorded by Gallup for an athlete. In addition, a 
Gallup Poll conducted in March before the 2000 
Masters tournament found that golfers consider 
Woods not only the best golfer in the game today 
but perhaps the greatest golfer ever. That honor is 
usually accorded to Jack Nicklaus, but in the 
March poll, 53% of golf fans said that Woods is 
better today than Nicklaus was in his prime dur¬ 
ing the 1970s. Forty-one percent still believe that 
Nicklaus was better then than Woods is now. 

SEPTEMBER 1 
FOOTBALL 

Interview Dates: 8/24-27/00 
CNN/USA 7W«y/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131285 

Are you a fan of professional football, or not? 


No ..46 

Somewhat of a fan (voL) ..12 


Asked of professional football fans: Which 
team do you think will win the National 
Football League championship this year? 


Washington Redskins . 

St Louis Rams. 

Tennessee Titans. 

Denver Broncos .. 

Green Bay Packers 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
Indianapolis Colts .... 

Dallas Cowboys. 

Jacksonville Jaguars .. 
Pittsburgh Steelers 

New England Patriots . 
San Francisco 49ers ... 
Minnesota Vikings 

Miami Dolphins. 

Other. 

Don't know ... 

1 ■ * * i a 

No opinion. 

*Lcss than 1 % 


... . 10 % 

. 8 

.....7 
*,.. .5 

.5 

.4 

.4 

.4 

.3 

.3 

.3 

.3 

2 

■ i i » 
.2 

. ...16 

....21 

* 


Also asked of professional football fans. 
And, regardless of which team you think will 
win the Super Bowl this year, which is y our 
favorite NFL team? 


Dallas Cowboys ...... 

Green Bay Packers 
San Francisco 49ers ... 
Pittsburgh Steelers 
New England Patriots . 
Washington Redskins . 

Miami Dolphins. 

Denver Broncos. 

Chicago Bears. 

Oakland Raiders . 

Minnesota Vikings 

Tennessee Titans. 

Philadelphia Eagles ... 

Seattle Seahawks. 

Kansas City Chiefs ... 

St. Louis Rams_ 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers 

Carolina Panthers. 

Indianapolis Colts 

Buffalo Bills . 

New York Jets. 

Detroit Lions . 

San Diego Chargers .. . 
New York Giants 
Cincinnati Bengals 
Jacksonville Jaguars .. 
Cleveland Browns 
New Orleans Saints ... 
Arizona Cardinals 

Atlanta Falcons. 

Baltimore Ravens 

Other ...... 

None. 

No opinion. 


. .. 11 % 
.. .10 
... 9 
... .7 
... .5 
... .5 
... .4 
...4 
... .4 
....3 
... .3 
... .3 
... .3 
.2 
2 
2 
2 
9 

m * M * 

2 

9 

m * # * 

9 

» m * * " 
....1 


. .1 
. .1 
..1 
. .1 
. .1 
. .1 


Sr? 

,i 

.3 

.1 


Less man ivo 


Also asked of professional football fans Can 
you recall which team won the National 
Football League championship Iasi season— 
that is, the Super Bowl that wets played u> 
January of this year? 

St. Louis Rams (correct) 

Other .... 

Don’t know 




.14 

.44 
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How often do you watch ‘'Monday Night 
Football" — regularly, occasionally, or never 1 


Regularly....21% 

Occasionally ........... *35 

Never -,... .....44 


Asked of regular "Monday Night Football" 
viewers: Do you approve or disapprove of 
ABC's decision to hire HBO talk show host 
and fanner "Saturday Night Live " regular 
Dennis Miller as a “Monday Night Foot¬ 
ball" broadcaster? 


Approve... ..50% 

Disapprove... .40 

No opinion.10 

Are you a fan of college football, or not' } 

Yes.32% 

No ..58 

Somewhat of a fan (vol.) ..10 


Asked of college football fans: Ar of now, 
with the new season getting under way, what 
team would you say is the number one col¬ 
lege football team in the country? 


Florida State.21% 

Nebraska . ..16 

Florida.6 

Michigan ..... 5 

Wisconsin . 3 

Notre Dame ... 2 

UCLA .2 

Alabama. 2 

p enn Slate . .2 

Miami. 2 

°hio State .2 

Other . 14 

OonYknow . 22 

No opinion. ........ .1 


Which do you prefer to follow more—college 
football, or professional football? 

College foolball.25% 


M » # | ■ 1 »!*»■# -fl 1 * * * * ‘ ’ 

professional football . 51 

JJ ,Xcd : neither (vol.).2! 

No opinion.3 


Analysis: In the latest Gallup Poll, 54% of 
Americans claim to be fans of professional foot¬ 
ball, a percentage that has remained relatively 
constant since 1998. When asked which NFL 
team they think will win the championship this 
year, the results tire mixed; no one team domi¬ 
nates as a clear-cut favorite of pro foolball fans 
Last year s champion St. Louts Rams and runner- 
up Tennessee Titans are among the top choices, 
with 8% and 7% respectively, but both are 
slightly below the Washington Redskins, chosen 
by 10% of fans. Next on the list of fan-predicted 
winners are the Denver Broncos (5%) and the 


Green Bay Packers (5%), who, combined, have 
won three NFL championships from 1996 
through 1998. 

Why aren't the St. Louis Rams the dominant 
choice of football fans this year? Apparently, fans 
of the NFL have rather short memories, as evi¬ 
denced by the fact that only 42% could correctly 
name the Rams as last year's Super Bow! cham¬ 
pions, Forty-four percent did not know the cor¬ 
rect answer, and 14% gave an incorrect response. 

The Gallup Poll also asked fans to identify 
their favorite team regardless of which one (hey 


thought would win the Super Bowl. The Dallas 
Cowboys are still “America's team,’’ but just 
barely; the Cowboys are essentially in a tie with the 
Green Bay Packers. Eleven percent of fans say that 
the Cowboys are their favorite, while 10% pick the 
Packers. The San Francisco 49ers and Pittsburgh 
Steelers follow with 9% and 7%. respectively. The 
New England Patriots and Washington Redskins 
each draw 5% of die NFL fan base, but no other 
team is cited as a favorite by more than 4%. Not 
surprisingly, there are differences by region. In die 
East, the number one choice is the New England 
Patriots; in the Midwest, the Green Bay Packers; in 
the South, the Dallas Cowboys, and in the West, 


ie San Francisco 49ers. 

Slightly fewer respondents (42%) claim to 
e fans of college football than professional fool- 
,,11 When the general public is asked which 
port they prefer to follow more, 5J% say pmtes- 
ional football compared to 25% who say college 
30 ,ball while another 21% have no preference. 

Polls of coaches and sports reporters play a 
i.nificant role in deciding the eventual collegiate 


TWO THOUSAND 


291 























































































champion, unlike the NFL, which has a playolf 
system. In this poll, Gallup asked fans which 
team they thought was the number one college 
football team in the country. The largest number 
of college football fans (21%) chose Florida State 
as the best: Nebraska follows with 16%. The 
order of these two teams is reversed from the lat¬ 
est coaches’ and press polls, which list Nebraska 
as the top team and Florida State as number two. 
The rest of the fans’ top five teams are rounded 
out with Florida (6%), Michigan (5%), and 
Wisconsin (3%). 

ABC Sports recently hired comedian Dennis 
Miller as a color analyst for “Monday Night 
Football," arguably the top sports program in the 
country; 56% claim to be either “regular" or “oc¬ 
casional” viewers. Among those who say they are 
regular viewers of the program, opinion is split 
on the hiring of Miller: half approve, while 40% 
oppose the choice. This represents a decline in 
support for Miller since his hiring was first an¬ 
nounced in June At that time, 58% of regular 
“Monday Night Football” viewers approved of 
the move, while just 22% disapproved and 20% 
had no opinion. Since then. Miller has served as a 
commentator on several preseason games, sug¬ 
gesting that his exposure so far has diminished 
rather than enhanced his appeal. 


SEPTEMBER 1 
SATISFACTION AMONG 
AIR TRAVELERS 

[ nterview Dates: 8/24-27/00 
CNN/tASA Thtfav/GalJup Poll 
Survey #GO ] 31285 


pects of flying today, please say whether you 
are generally satisfied or dissatisfied with 
each one: 

The courtesy of the flight attendants? 


Satisfied. .90% 

Dissatisfied . 9 

No opinion ...1 


The courtesy of the check-in and gate agents? 


Satisfied....89% 

Dissatisfied ...10 

No opinion.. 1 


The airlines’ on-time performance? 

Satisfied..,65% 

Dissatisfied .34 

No opinion.. 1 


The price you pay for tickets? 


Satisfied .. 
Dissatisfied 
No opinion 



The schedules, including the options you 
have for getting where you want to go? 

Satisfied.79% 

Dissatisfied ...21 

No opinion.* 

*Less than 1 % 


Howmany air trips, if any. have you taken on 
a commercial airliner in the past tw elve 
months, couming each round trip as one trip? 


None...... 

One to two . 
Three- to four 
Five or more 


. .55% 
..26 
..10 
.. ,9 


Asked of those who have flown in the past 
year- Now, thinking about some specific as- 


The speed and reliability of luggage systems 
at airports? 

Satisfied.71% 

Dissatisfied .26 

No opinion..3 

Also asked of those who have flown tn t' u 
past year: Overall, would you say you a >L 
satisfied or dissatisfied with the job the na¬ 
tion 's major airlines are doing ? 
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Satisfied ,69%* 

Dissatisfied .. ,29 

No opinion.....2 

Analysis: Results from a Gallup Poll conducted 
August 24—27 show that fliers are generally as 
satisfied or more satisfied with virtually every as¬ 
pect of air travel than they were at this same lime 
last year. In addition, a large majority are satis¬ 
fied with the courtesy of flight attendants (90%) 
and check-in and gate attendants (89%). On-time 
performance and ticket prices rate lower, with 
65% and 59%, Among people who had actually 
flown in the past year, 69% are satisfied with the 
airlines’ overall performance. 


SEPTEMBER 1 

MISSILE DEFENSE SYSTEM 

Interview Dates: 7/14-16/00, 8/18-19/00 
CNN/t/SVi 7Wm7Gallup Poll 
Surveys #GO 131079, #GO 131172 

How closely have you been following the 
news about the possibility of the United 
States building a defense system against nu¬ 
clear missiles —very closely . somewhat 
closely, not too closely, or not at all closely ’ 

Very closely. .11% 

Somewhat closely 

Not too closely.31 

Not at all closely .25 

No opinion...1 

Ho you think the government should. or 
should not, spend the money that would be 
necessary to build such a system ? 

« es . should 53% 

P 1, IE m m b C * * w *- * B -1 ■ * * *■ * lB 


No, should not .. ...36 

No opinion .II 


Next, regardless of which presidential can¬ 
didate you support, please tell me if yon 
think A! Gore or George IV. Bush would bet- 
tcr handle national defense ,} 


Gore. 

Bush. 

Same (voL); no opinion .. 


38 % 



Analysis: In a Gallup Poll conducted July [4—16. 
the public favors the development of a missile de¬ 
fense system by a 53% to 36% margin, with 
Republicans more so in favor than are Democrats 
(63% to 51 %). When respondents were asked 
about the development of President Ronald 
Reagan's “Star Wars" program in 1986, 52% fa¬ 
vored the idea, while 40% opposed it 

Citing the need lor more research. President 
Clinton on Friday delayed the development of a 
national defense shield that, if effective, would 
knock out incoming enemy missiles. Tiie project 
is now delayed for at least one year and will not 
be completed until 2006. Clinton’s announcement 
shifts the decision-making burden of this project 
squarely onto the shoulders of his successor. 

The political nullifications of Clinton’s deci¬ 
sion to delay development could mean that na¬ 
tional defense will become a more important issue 
in the coming election. When asked which candi¬ 
date will do a belter job with national defense, in a 
recent Gallup survey conducted August 18-19, 
54% say George W. Bush and 38% say A1 Gore. 


SEPTEMBER 5 
PARENTS AND THEIR 
CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 

Interview Dates: 8/24—27/00 
CNN/USVl Tw/ay/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131285 

Overall, how satisfied are you with the qual¬ 
ity of education that students receive in Kin¬ 
dergarten through Grade 12 in the United 
States todav—would you say completely sat¬ 
isfied. somewhat satisfied, somewhat dissat¬ 
isfied, or completely dissatisfied- 

l r st 

Completely satisfied .^ 

Somewhat satisfied . . “ 

Somewhat dissatisfied. 

Completely dissatisfied _ 

No opinion .... * • • - .. 
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Jnsr your opinion, are the taxes you pay in 
your loco! school district too high, too low, 
or about right '’ 


Too high . 
Too low , 
About right 
No opinion 






I » » ■ I.* 


* * 4 * ' * * * * 

i t I 1 r » * * * 



Would you he willing to pay higher taxes in 
order to improve the quality' oj education in 
your local school district, or not ? 

Yes, willing.67% 

No, not willing...,..31 

No opinion. . z 


Just your opinion, what is most important in 
determining how well educated a student is 
when he or she graduates from hi git school— 
the intelligence they were hom with, the fam¬ 
ily background and environment in which the 
child is raised, or the quality of the teac hers 
and schools in which the child receives his or 
her education ? 


Intelligence they were bom with ..4% 

Family background, environment ..38 

Quality of teachers, schools .37 

Mixed; neither (vol.). 20 

No opinion. 1 


Asked of parents with a child in Kinder¬ 
garten through Grade 12: Will that child at¬ 
tend public, private, or parochial school? 

Public school...g( 3 % 

Private school . 9 

Parochial school___..,_ ... ,4 

Home school (vol.) .. 1 

Asked of parents with children in Kinder¬ 
garten through Grade 12: Overall, how satis¬ 
fied are you with the quality of education your 
oldest child is receiving—would you say com¬ 
pletely satisfied. somewhat satisfied, some¬ 
what dissatisfied , or completely dissatisfied? 

Completely satisfied ... .31% 

Somewhat satisfied .... ai 


Somewhat dissatisfied ..p 

Completely dissatisfied.., g 

Just starting school (vol.). 4 

No opinion ...* 

* Less than 1% 


Also asked of parents with children in Kinder¬ 
garten through Grade 12: Thinking about 
your oldest child, when he or she is at school 
do you fear for his or her physical safety? 


Yes, fear.. 

No, do not 



Also asked of parents with children in Kinder¬ 
garten through Grade 12, Have any of your 
school-age children expressed any worry or 
concern about feeling unsafe at then school 
when they go hack to school this fall? 


Yes 

No 



Analysis: A new Gallup Poll shows that only 
36% are satisfied with the quality of education 
from Kindergarten through Grade 12 in the 
United States today, while 61% are dissatisfied 
This represents a 9 percentage-point increase in 
dissatisfaction from one year ago Americans 
have consistently ranked education as one ol the 
top concerns in the presidential election, and both 
Al Gore and George W. Bush have made com¬ 
prehensive campaign proposals in this area 

While the public is not satisfied with the 
quality of education today on a national level. 
large majority of parents with school-age children 
express highly positive opinions when asked 
about the education their own children receive 
Nearly four in five parents (78%) report being 
satisfied, while only 18% are dissatisfied. The ie 
suits of the 2000 Phi Delta Kappu/Gailup Poll nl 
the Public's Attitudes toward the Public School" 
reveal a similar pattern. When asked to grade d u 
school that their child attends, 70% ol patent 
gave the school an A or B, but when asked 
grade public schools in their community- unu 
20% gave As or Bs to the national public school 
system. 
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Most respondents (58%) feel that the taxes 
they pay t * ie * r * oca ^ sc * 100 * district are about 
right, while about one-quarter feel they are loo 
high Nearly seven in ten, however, indicate that 
they would be willing to pay higher taxes in order 
to improve the quality of education in their local 
school district. Interestingly, there is little differ¬ 
ence in terms of willingness to pay higher taxes 
among those who are satisfied (70%) and those dis¬ 
satisfied (67%) with the quality of the educational 
system in this country'. Additionally, older people 
.ire somewhat, but not overwhelmingly, less likely 
to be willing to pay higher taxes than younger peo¬ 
ple. Seventy-seven percent of those 18-29 years of 
age say they would pay higher taxes, compared to 
61% of those 65 years of age and older. 

What is most important in determining how 
well educated a student ts when he or she gradu¬ 
ates from high school? When given a choice 
among three alternatives, there is an essential tie 
between those who say that the school system is 
most important, and those who say that the fam¬ 
ily environment is most important 

♦ Almost four in ten (38%) believe that 
family background and the environment 
in which a child is raised are the most im¬ 
portant factors in determining how well 
educated a student is when graduating 
from high school 

• Virtually the same percentage (37%) feel 
that the quality of teachers and schools m 
which the child receives his or her educa¬ 
tion is the most important factor 

* Only 4 % believe that a student's innate 
intelligence determines how well edu¬ 
cated he or she is upon graduation 

The concern caused by the violence in 
schools over the past year appears to be waning. 
In the immediate aftermath of the Columbine 
High School shooting in Littleton. Colorado, in 
April 1999, up to half of parents were concerned 
about their children's physical safety at school 
Now that proportion is just 26%' of parents. 
Those living in suburban communities arc more 
concerned about violence in schools than those 
living in urban or rural communities. Moreover, 

of parents say that their school-age children 
have expressed worry or concern about feeling 


unsafe at school this tall. When this question was 
asked one year ago, more than twice <ts many stu¬ 
dents expressed concern (18%). 


SEPTEMBER 6 
REASONS FOR CHOOSING 
GORE OR BUSH 

Analysis: According to a recent Gallup Poll, con¬ 
ducted August 24-27, voters are choosing either 
Al Gore or George W. Bush for president mostly 
because of the issues the two candidates are ad¬ 
dressing. Voters are less likely now than they 
were last spring to say they are voting for a can¬ 
didate because he is of their own parly, and they 
are more likely to say that their vote ts motivated 
because they favor the policies/platform of their 
selected candidate, or because they favor his po¬ 
sitions on specific issues. 

The types of issues mentioned by each 
group of supporters, however, are varied Gore's 
supporters are more likely to mention economic, 
environmental, health, and welfare i-Mies. and 
Bush's supporters are more likely to mention tax. 
detense, gun control, and si/e-of-govemment is¬ 
sues. In addition, about one-third of Bush’s sup¬ 
porters (32%) continue to mention some negative 
aspect about Gore as a reason for their choice, 
while only 14% of Gore's supporters classify 
their vote as a choice specifically against Bush 
And while few of Gore’s supporters mention 
morals or ethics as a reason for their choice, al¬ 
most one in five of Bush's supporters say these 
considerations arc important in their decision 

The poll asked respondents to explain m an 
open-ended format why they expect to vole for 
either Gore or Bush for president. Fifty-one per¬ 
cent of Gore’s supporters and 48% of Bush s sup¬ 
porters mentioned some type of issue area, 
including 17%-18% of each group w ho indicated 
tiieir acneral support of the pohcies/plalform ol 
their candidate. Last spring, in a poll conducted 
March 30-April 2, a similar question showed that 
only 6 %-IO% mentioned the policies/plat form of 

their candidate 

The candidates' supporters often reflect the 
themes of each man’s respective campaign when 
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mentioning reasons for voting for their preferred 
candidate? For example. Gore’s supporters are 
much more likely to men lion economic issues 
( 11 %) than are Bush’s (1%), and much more 
likely to volunteer that their candidate cares 
about the “average” American (the middle class, 
the old. the poor, or the average person) than do 
Bush’s supporters, by a margin of 17% to 1%. 
Gore’s supporters also mention social issues such 
as health, welfare. Medicare, and the environ¬ 
ment more often than do Bush’s supporters, by 
13% to 5%. On the other hand, Bush’s supporters 
are more likely than Gore’s to mention such is¬ 
sues as taxes, defense, and less government, by 
14% to 3%. In addition. Bush's supporters seem 
much more concerned about the personal in¬ 
tegrity and morals of their candidate than are 
Gore's, by a margin of 19% to 5%. 

For both groups, the party affiliation of their 
candidate is now cited less frequently as a reason 
for their choice than it was last spring. Now, just 
7% of Bush’s supporters and 13% of Gore’s say 
they are voting along party lines. Last March- 
April, 17 % of Bush's supporters and 25% of 
Gore’s offered that reason for their vote choice. 
The change may reflect the fact that voters today 
know much more about the candidates’ specific 
policies and issues than they did in March, when 
they may have known little more than the candi¬ 
dates' party affiliation. 

SEPTEMBER 7 
CRIME 

Interview Dates: 8/29-9/5/00 
Gallup Poll Social Survey 
Survey #GQ 131284 

Is there any area near where you live—that 

is, within a mile—where you would he afraid 

to walk alone at night? 


1968 .31 

1965 ......34 

How would you describe the problem at 
crime in the area where you live—is it cv _ 
tremely serious, very serious, moderately se¬ 
rious, not too serious, or not serious at all ? 


Extremely serious... 3 % 

Very serious .., 9 

Moderately serious . 35 

Not too serious. 35 

Not serious at all . 18 

No opinion.. * 

*Less than I % 


Is there more crime in your area now than 
there iwi.v a year ago, or less ? 


2000 Aug 29- 

More 

Less 

Same 
(vol) 

,\o 

opinion 

Sep 5. 

. . 34 % 

46% 

15% 

5% 

1998 Oct 23-25 . 

. .31 

48 

16 

5 

1997 Aug 22-25. 

, *46 

32 

20 

2 

1996 Jul 25-28 . 
1992 Feb 28- 

, .46 

24 

25 

5 

Mar I . 

. .54 

19 

23 

4 

1990 Sep 10 .... 

. .51 

18 

24 

7 

1989Jun ...... 

. .53 

18 

22 

7 

1989 Jan _ 

..47 

21 

27 

5 

1983 ....... 

. .37 

17 

36 

10 

1981.. 

. .54 

8 

29 

9 

1977 . 

. .43 

17 

32 

8 

1975 .... 

. .50 

12 

29 

9 

1972 . 

. .51 

10 

27 

12 


Overall, how would you describe the prob¬ 
lem of crime in the United States—is it ex¬ 
tremely serious, very serious, moderately 
serious, not too serious, or not serious at all 


2000 Aue 29-Sep 5 

Yes 

No 

Extremely serious ........ 

n c /( 

. 34 % 

66% 

Verv serious 

.. ■ .38 

1997 Aug 22- ? 5 


62 

ModprnJplv QpriniK 

.. .35 

1996 Jul 25-28 . 

_ 39 

61 

Not too serious... 

.3 

1993 Oct 13-18 . 

,,.. .43 

57 

Not serious at all . 

.1 

J 989 . 

. 43 

57 

No opinion... . .. 
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Is there more crime in the United States now 


than there was a year ago, or less? 

Same 

Mare Less f vol) 

2000 Aug 29- 

No 

opinion 

Sep 5 *>*♦***' 

. .47% 

41% 

7% 

5 % 

1998 Oc123-25 . 

. .52 

35 

8 

5 

1997 Aug 22-25 . 

..64 

25 

6 

5 

1996Jul 25-28 . 

..71 

15 

8 

6 

1993 Oct 13-18 . 
1992 Feb 28- 

OO 

• 

1 

4 

5 

4 

Mar 1 ....... 

. .89 

3 

4 

4 

1990 Sep 10 .... 

. .84 

3 

7 

6 

1989Jun . 

. .84 

5 

5 

6 


Analysis: In line with news about the actual de¬ 
crease in crime rates in the United States over the 
past several years, a new Gallup Poll shows that 
Americans continue to be more likely now than 
in the past to perceive that there is less crime in 
the United States as a whole and in their own 
neighborhoods. Still, they have not moved to the 
point where a majority agrees that the crime rate 
is declining in this country, underscoring the 
tenacious hold that crime has on the public, no 
matter what official statistics may show. 

When asked if there is more or less crime in 
tile United States now than there was a year ago, 
41% answered “less” in the new poll, the highest 
percentage perceiving less crime in the country' 
since Gallup stalled asking this question in 1989 
Forty-seven percent feel that there is now more 
crime in the country than a year ago. The changes 
over this time period have been dramatic, going 
from 84% more crime and 5% less crime in June 
1989—essentially a universal perception that 
crime was on the upswing—to the current 47% 
more to 41% less responses. Still, although this 
pattern of change has been highly significant, the 
more” and “less” lines have not crossed. Even in 
a l *me when each FBI report emphasizes the de¬ 
crease in major crimes, a significant number of 
respondents hold to their belief that crime is still 
°n the increase. 

Almost half also believe that there is less 
enme in their own areas now than there was one 
year ago (46%), while only about one-third per¬ 


ceive that there is more crime in their neighbor¬ 
hoods (34%). Fifteen percent of respondents do 
not see a change from one year ago. These per¬ 
ceptions have not changed as much as the percep¬ 
tions of overall crime in the United States In 
June 1989, for example, just 53% said that there 
was more crime in their local area then than a 
year ago, while 18% said there was less. 

The new poll underscores the strong differ¬ 
ences in perceptions of the crime problem across 
the country compared to crime in one’s local 
area. Sixty percent perceive crime to be an "ex¬ 
tremely serious or ‘very serious ' problem in the 
United States, while only 12 % think that it is an 
“extremely serious” or “very serious” problem in 
their own neighborhood. These differences reflect 
the same type of national versus local distinction 
that pollsters have found for years relating to 
such topics as health care, education, and Con¬ 
gress. Americans in general (end to see problems 
as more severe on the national level than at their 
own local levels. 

About one-third express concern about a 
dangerous area near where they live There has 
been relatively little change on this measure over 
the past thirty-five years. Thirty-,uur percent say 
“yes” this year, exactly the same number a_s re¬ 
sponded in the affirmative in 1965, when the 
question was first asked. The high point on the 
measure was 43% in 1989 and 1993. Not surpris¬ 
ingly, residents of urban areas are more likely to 
perceive dangerous areas nearby (48%) than are 
those who live in suburban (32%) and rural 
(21%) areas. Women are also more likely to feel 
that there is an area in their neighborhood in 
which they would be afraid to walk alone at 
night; 43 % of women feel this way, compared to 

25% of men. 

SEPTEMBER 7 
AMERICA’S LARGE CITIES 

Interview Dates: 8/29-9/5/0U 
Gallup Poll Social Survey 
Survey ^GO 131284 

Now, thinking about some large cities . both 

those you have visited and those you have 
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Seattle? 


never visited, from what you know and have 
read, do vou consider each of the following 
cities to be safe to live in or visit, or not: 


2000 Aug 29-Sep§*..31% 65% c 

1993Sep 13-15 ,....16 80 * 

1990 Sep 10-11 .17 76 

Los Angeles? 

No 

Safe Not safe opinion 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. .29% 67% 4% 

1993 Sep 13-15 --22 73 5 

1990 Sep 10-11 .26 64 10 

Detroit? 

No 


Safe 

Not safe 

opinion 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. .33% 

60% 

7% 

1993 Sep 13-15 .26 

65 

9 

1990 Sep 10-11 -18 

68 

14 

5V//1 Francisco? 


No 

Safe 

Not safe 

opinion 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. .58% 

37% 

5% 

1993 Sep 13-15 .52 

-42 

6 

1990 Sep 10-11 .44 

43 

13 

Atlanta? 


* No 

Safe 

Not safe 

opinion 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. .56% 

37% 

7% 

1993 Sep 13-15 .59 

31 

10 

1990 Sep 10-11 .45 

39 

16 

Dallas? 


No 

Safe 

Not safe 

opinion 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. .62% 

29% 

9% 

1993 Sep 13-15 .....66 

24 

10 

1990 Sep 10-11 _55 

26 

19 


No 


Safe 

Not safe 

opinion 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. .76% 

17% 

1% 

1993 Sep 13-15 .73 

17 

10 

1990 Sep 10-11 .68 

16 

16 

New York? 

Safe 

Not safe 

N() 

opinion 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. .33% 

64% 

3% 

1993 Sep 13-15 .20 

76 

4 

1990 Sep 10-11 .11 

85 

4 

Washington, DC? 

Safe 

Not safe 

No 

opinion 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. .36% 

58% 

6% 

1993 Sep 13-15 .29 

66 

5 

1990 Sep 10-11 .22 

71 

7 

Chicago? 

Safe 

Not safe 

No 

opinion 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. .44% 

51% 

5% 

1993 Sep 13-15 .34 

60 

6 

1990 Sep 10-11 .26 

65 

9 

Philadelphia? 


K 

Safe 

Not safe 

J\ O 

opinion 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. .50% 

42% 

& 

GO 

1993 Sep 13-15 .51 

37 

12 

1990 Sep 10-11 .40 

40 

20 

Houston? 

Safe 

Not safe 

No 

opinion 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. .59% 

31% 

10% 

It 

1993 Sep 13-15 _63 

26 

1990 Sep 10-11 .55 

25 

20 

Boston ? 

Safe 

Not safe 

No 

opinion 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. .64% 

30% 

6vr 

12 

1993 Sep 13-15 .64 

24 

1990 Sep 10-11 .53 

29 

18 
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Minneapolis ? 


2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 . 

Safe 
, .70% 

Not safe 
18% 

No 

opinion 

12% 

1993 Sep 13-15 ... 

..74 

13 

13 

1990 Sep 10-11 ... 

, .66 

11 

23 


Rank According to 1 

‘Not Safe” 



2000 

1993 

1990 


Aug 29- 

Sep 

Sep 


Sep 5 

13-15 

10-11 

Los Angeles 

67% 

73% 

64% 

Miami 

65 

80 

76 

New York 

64 

76 

85 

Detroit 

60 

65 

68 

Washington, DC 

58 

66 

71 

Chicago 

51 

60 

65 

Philadelphia 

42 

37 

40 

San Francisco 

37 

42 

43 

Atlanta 

37 

31 

39 

Houston 

31 

26 

25 

Boston 

30 

24 

29 

Dallas 

29 

24 

26 

Minneapolis 

IS 

13 

11 

Seattle 

17 

17 

16 


Analysis: The most recent Gallup Poll asked 
Americans to rate each of fourteen cities as 
“safe" or “unsafe." Los Angeles, Miami, and 
New York top the list of unsafe cities, with over 
60% saying that they consider each of these un¬ 
safe. On the otiier hand, the public believes that 
Seattle and Minneapolis are the safest cities on 
the list. In the August 29-September 5 poll, at 
least half of the population says that unsafe cities 
also include Detroit (60%), Washington (58%), 
and Chicago (51%). New York and Miami have 
significantly improved their standing on this mea¬ 
sure over the last ten years, while Los Angeles 
has not improved. 


SEPTEMBER 8 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS 

Interview Dales- 9/4-6/00 
CNN/t/SA 7o£/fl)7Gullup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

Now, suppose that the presidential election 
were being held today, and it included Al 
Gore and Joe Liebentian as the Democratic 
Party’s candidates, George IV. Bush and 
Dick Cheney as the Republican Party's can¬ 
didates, Pat Buchanan and Ezola Foster as 
the Reform Party candidates, and Ralph 
Nader and Winona LaDuke as the Green 
Party candidates: Would you vote for Al Gore 
and Joe Liebentian, the Democrats; George W 
Bush and Dick Cheney, the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan and Ezola Foster, the Reform 
Party candidates, or Ralph Nader and Win- 
ona LaDuke, the Green Parts' candidates'' 
{IF UNSURE: Ar of today, do van lean 
toward At Gore and Joe Liebentian, the 
Democrats; George IV. Bush and Dick 
Cheney, the Republicans; Pat Buchanan and 
Ezola Foster, the Reform Party candidates; 
or Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the 
Green Party candidates?} 



Gottf 

Bush/ 

Buchanan/ A 

j, r/ 


Lieberman 

Cheney 

Foster Ltj 

iDuki- 

Likelv Voters 

1 i 

2000 Sep 4-6 ,. 

. .47% 

44% 

# 

i 

3% 

2000 Aug 24-27 

.. .45 

46 

i 

Tr 

3 

2000 Aug 18-19 

...47 

46 

p 

Jam 

3 

2000 Aug 11-12 

. .39 

55 

fc 

T 

T 


*“Other (vot); no opinion" is omitted. 
tLess than 1% 

If Al Gore and Joe Lichen mm were rite Demo¬ 
cratic Party 's candidates and George IV. Bush 
and Dick Cheney were the Republican Party 's 
candidates, whom would you be mare likely to 
vote for—Al Gore and Joe Liebemian. the Dem¬ 
ocrats. or George IV. Bush and Da k Cheney, 
the Republicans? [IF UNDECIDED As of 
today, do you lean more toward Al Gore and 
Joe Liebeman. the Democrats, or George IV 
Bush and Dick Cheney, the Republicans?} 
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Likely Voters 


2000 Aug 18-19 
2000 Aug U-12 . 
Registered Voters 


2000 Aug 11-12 


GoreJ 

Bush / 

Other 
(vol 
no 

Lichcrman 

Cheney 

opinion 

.. .48% 

47% 

5% 

.. ,47 

49 

4 

...49 

49 

2 

...40 

56 

4 

...49 

45 

6 

...50 

45 

5 

.. .50 

47 

3 

., .42 

52 

6 


Analysis: The nice tor president remains tight. 
New Gallup Poll results show that Democratic 
candidate A1 Gore leads Republican candidate 
George W. Bush among likely voters by a slim 
47% to 44% margin, while Green Party candidate 
Ralph Nader has 3% of the vote of likely voters. 
The major change in the race occurred after the 
Democratic convention, which ended on Aug¬ 
ust 17. Two Gallup Polls conducted in late 
August showed Gore and Bush lied with an aver¬ 
age of 46% of the vote While the current track¬ 
ing numbers show little substantive change from 
these August polls, they suggest that the cam¬ 
paign, at least at this point, has solidified into a 
tight race. This marks a significant difference 
from most polling conducted in the months prior 
to August, when Bush generally led Gore. 

Gore and Bush are now receiving roughly 
equal percentages of the vote from Democrats and 
Republicans, respectively, but independents, who 
are much more likely to swing back and forth in 
their preferences, now tilt more toward Gore than 
Bush, by a 42% to 38% margin. The gender gap 
continues to be pronounced, with Gore beating 
Bush by an overwhelming 57% to 33% margin 
among women, while Bush leads by an almost as 
large 55% to 37% margin among men. 

Gore focused on the workers of America in 
his convention acceptance speech, but in more re¬ 
cent days, according to press reports, the Demo¬ 
cratic candidate has been emphasizing the middle 
class more than the working class. There is a big 
diflerence in the current presidential preferences 
of these two groups: 


Presidential Vote by Self-Identified Class 


(Based on Likely Voters) 

Upper 

class, 

upper- Middle 

middle class class 

Working 

class 

Gore 

48% 

40% 

56% 

Bush 

46 

49 

34 

Buchanan 

0 

l 

0 

Nader 

2 

4 

l 

Other; unsure 

4 

6 

9 


Those Americans who identify themselves as 
working class (about three out of ten) are strongly 
for Gore; those who identify themselves as mid¬ 
dle class (about half) are Bush supporters. The 
upper and upper middle classes are evenly spin. 

There have been frequent assertions that “the 
candidate who is ahead on Labor Day goes on to 
win the election." A review of polling data over 
the last half century points to a more imporiam 
conclusion; “the margin between candidates on 
Labor Day can change significantly by Election 
Day.” Thus, the fact that the race is close at this 
point does not necessarily suggest that it will be 
close on Election Day. 

There have been two races that were very 
close at about this point in the election cycle In 
I960, in an election with a number of similarities 
to the current one, Richard Nixon, the incumbent 
vice president, and John F, Kennedy were tied 
after Labor Day and remained tied all the way to 
Election Day. JFK barely beat Nixon in the popu¬ 
lar vote, winning by less than 1 percentage point. 
In 1980, polling in August and in early September 
also showed the race a dead heat between Jimmy 
Carter and Ronald Reagan, but, by Election Day 
Reagan won by 10 points. 

SEPTEMBER II 

LOCAL POLICE/PRISON SYSTEM 

Interview Dates: 8/29-9/5/00 
Gallup Poll Social Survey 
Survey AGO 131284 

How much confidence do you hove in dn 

ability of the police to protect you Jrom 
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violent crime—a great deal, quite a lot, not 
very much, or none at all? 


Great 

Qittfe 

Not very 

None 

deaf 

a lot 

much 

at all * 

2000 Aug 29- 

Sep 5 . . . . 

42% 

31% 

6% 

1999 Mar 5-7 ....29 

4! 

25 

4 

1998 Oct 23-25 ,. .19 

36 

37 

8 

1995 Sep 22-24 ., .20 

30 

39 

9 

1993 Oct 13-18 ., .14 

31 

45 

9 

1989 - - ■ *. . 

34 

42 

8 

1985 

37 

39 

6 

1981 . p *.* • < * * * - 

34 

42 

8 

*“No opinion” is omitted. 

How much respect do 

VOK 

w 

have for 

the po- 

lice in your area — a 

great deal, some, or 

hardly any? 

Great 


Hardly 

No 

deal 

Some 

an\ 

opinion 

2000 Aug 29- 

Sep 5 ,,, -..60% 

30% 

9% 

i% 

1999 Mar 5-7 ....64 

29 

7 


1991 Mar 14-17 .. .60 

32 

7 

l 

1967 .77 

17 

4 

2 

1965 .. .70 

22 

4 

4 

*Less than 1% 


Which, if any, of the following experiences 
with police officers have you personally ever 
had: 

Received a speeding ticket? 

Yes...58% 

No ...42 

Been arrested? 


Been detained by the police for questioning, 
but not arrested? 



Called the police yourself for help'* 


in some places in the 

nation, there have 

been charges of police. 

’ brutality 

Do you 

think there is any polu 

e brutal tty 

in your 

area, or not? 

Yes 

No 

No 

opinion 

2000 Aug 29-Scp 5 . ,32% 

65% 

3% 

1999 Mar 5-7.38 

57 

5 

1991Jul11-14 .39 

56 

5 

1991 Mar 14-17 .. ..35 

60 

5 

1967 . .6 

81 

13 

1965 .9 

79 

12 


Next, we'd like to ask you about several as¬ 
pects of the prison system in the United 
States. For each one. please say whether 
you think prisons arc doing an excellent, 
good, only fair, or poor job: 

Maintaining high securitv to keep prisoners 
from escaping ? 

Excellent .. 18% 

Good . 49 

Only fair.. .23 

Poor. 8 

No opinion .. ■ ■ .2 

Rehabilitating inmates v> they are less likely 
to commit crimes in the future 1 

Excellent .. .2% 

Good .. . . .1- 

Only fair.* -34 

Poor. ■' .... 48 

No opinion.- * .^ 

Maintaining a safe environment for inmates 
in prison ? 

Excellent ,. . ...ye 

Good . ...... 

37 

Only fair. . " 

Poor. .- 

7 

No opinion.. 
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Analysis: A new Gallup Poll shows that slightly 

more than six in ten Americans have a great 

deal” or “quite a lot’* of confidence in the ability 

of their local police to protect them from violent 

crime, higher than the percentages recorded five 

and ten years ago. Sixty percent have “a great 

deal” of respect for the police in their area, down 

from the 1960s. but about on a par with measures 

of respect from the early 1990s. .And a majority 

say there is no evidence of police brutality in their 

area, although about one-third o those in urban 

areas sav there is. This number is little changed 
* 

from I 99 L but is up significantly from thirty-five 
years ago, in the 1960s, when relatively few re¬ 
spondents saw evidence of police brutality. 

Gallup first asked Americans about their 
confidence in the ability of the police to protect 
them from violent crime in 198 i, when only 49% 
said they had a great deal or quite a lot of confi¬ 
dence in this role of the police. That number is 
now 62%. Last year, this confidence indicator 
reached 70%, but before that time it had never 
been above 55%. Thirty-seven percent currently 
indicate having “not very much” confidence or 
“none at all’’ in the police. Older people are more 
likely to have confidence in the police to protect 
them, while younger people are less likely to feel 
this way. 

A separate measure included in the most re¬ 
cent Gallup Poll shows that 60% have “a great 
deal” of respect for police in their area, while 
30% have “some” respect and just 9% have 
“hardly any” respect. This measure is about 
where it was in 1991 but is down from the 70% 
and 77% who responded affirmatively to the 
question in 1965 and 1967. 

What about the issue of police brutality? In 
four different surveys conducted since 1991, be¬ 
tween 30% and 40% have said that there is police 
brutality in their area. That number reached its 
highest point in July 1991. Now, in this most re¬ 
cent survey, 32% answer affirmatively. In the 
1960s. by way of contrast, less than 10 % said 
there was police brutality in their area. Nonwhites 
and those living in urban areas are much more 
likely io say there is police brutality in their area 
than are whiles and those living in the suburbs 
and in rural areas. Only 28% of whiles say “yes” 


to this brutality question, compared to 50 % of 
nonwhites. Similarly, 46% of those living j n 
urban areas agree, compared to just 15% of thos 
in rural areas. 

Fifty-eight percent have received a speedi n « 
ticket from police, and another 50% have called 
the police for help. On the other hand, only 1495 , 
have been arrested, and about the same number 
(16%) have been detained by police for question¬ 
ing but not arrested. 

While public opinion of local police forces 
is relatively positive, Americans have more 
mixed perceptions of the U.S. prison system 
About two-thirds say the prison system does an 
excellent or good job of maintaining security to 
keep prisoners from escaping, but only 14% S ay 
that it does a good job of rehabilitating prisoners 
so that they are less likely to commit crimes in 
the future. About 30% say the system does an ex¬ 
cellent or good job of maintaining a safe environ¬ 
ment for inmates. 

SEPTEMBER 12 
PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS 

Interview Dates: 9/8-10/00 
CNWUSA 7odo)7Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

Now, suppose that the presidential election 
were being held today, and it included Ai 
Gore and Joe Liebertnan as the Democratic 
Party's candidates, George W Bush and Dick 
Cheney as the Republican Party’s candidates, 
Pat Buchanan and Ezola Foster as the 
Reform Party candidates, and Ralph Nader 
and Winona LaDuke as the Green Party can¬ 
didates. Would you vote for Al Gore and Joe 
Ueberman, the Democrats; George If. Bush 
and Dick Cheney, the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan and Ezola Foster, the Reform 
Party candidates; or Ralph Nader and 
Winona LaDuke, the Green Party candt- 
dates? [IF UNSURE; As of today, do you 
lean toward A l Gore and Joe Liebennan. the 
Democrats; George W. Bush and Dick 
Cheney, the Republicans; Pat Buchanan and 
Ezola Foster, the Reform Party candidates; 
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or Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the 
Green Party candidates?] 



Gore/ 

Mush/ 

Buchanan/ 

Nader/ 

Likely Voters 

Liebennan 

Cheney 

Foster i 

LaDuke* 

2000 Sep 8-10 . 

.. . 49 % 

42% 

1% 

3% 

2000 Sep 4-6 ., 

. ..47 

44 

t 

3 

2000 Aug 24-27 

.. .45 

46 

1 

3 

2000 Aug i.8-19 

...47 

46 

2 

3 

2000 Aug 11-12 

.. ,39 

55 

t 

2 


♦“Other (vol.); no opinion’’ is omitted. 
fLess than 1 % 


Please tell me whether you agree or dis¬ 
agree that each of the following has the per¬ 
sonality and leadership qualities a president 
should have: 


Al Gore? 

Agree 

Disagree 

No 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Sep 8-10 ... 

,, .62% 

34 % 

4% 

2000 Sep 7-9_ 

...62 

33 

5 

2000 Aug 18-19 . . 

. ..59 

38 

3 

2000 Aug 11-12 ,. 

...53 

42 

5 

2000 Aug 4—5 .... 

...51 

45 

4 

Registered Voters 
2000 Sep 8-10 ... 

. ..62 

32 

6 

2000 Sep 7-9 .... 

.. .60 

32 

8 

National Adults 

2009 Aug 18—19 . . 

.. .64 

32 

4 

2000 Aug 11-12 .. 

.. .55 

37 

8 

2000 Aug 4-5 .... 

.. .53 

43 

4 

George W. Bush ? 

Agree 

Disagree 

No 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Sep 8-10 ... 

.. .57% 

39% 

4% 

2000 Sep 7-9 .... 

. ..59 

37 

4 

2000 Aug 18-19 .. 

,. .63 

34 

3 

2000 Aug 11-12 . . 

...67 

28 

5 

2000 Aug 4-5 . . .. 

.. .71 

26 

3 

Registered Voters 
2000 Sep 8-10 ... 

...57 

37 

6 

2000 Sep 7-9 _ 

.58 

35 

7 


National Adults 

2000 Aug 18-19 .64 32 4 

2000 Aug 11-12 .65 28 7 

2000 Aug 4-5 .70 26 4 


Analysis: The latest Gallup tracking poll shows 
Al Gore receiving 49% support among likely vot¬ 
ers, while George W. Bush receives 42%. This 7- 
poinl gap is just within the poll’s margin of error, 
suggesting that the presidential race remains very 
close. The poll also shows that Ralph Nader re¬ 
ceives 3% support and Pat Buchanan 1% 

Since the end of the Democratic convention 
in mid-August, Gallup surveys have shown the 
two major candidates drawing about the same 
level of support, with the gap between them 11 uc- 
tuating between a I-point lead for Bush to the 
current 7-point lead i or Gore. The average results 
over the past week, since the beginning of the 
tracking poll, show Gore leading Bush by 47% to 
43%, with 3% for Nader and 1% for Buchanan. 
Another 1% say they will vote for some other 
candidate, and 4% have not decided which candi¬ 
date they will support. 

Despite the low “undecided" vote noted 
above, the poll suggests that some of the “decided" 
voters might well change their minds before 
Election Day. Among all likely voters. 39% say 
there is no chance they would vote for anyone but 
Gore, and an additional 10% who now say they 
support Gore admit that they could change their 
minds and vote for Bush in November. Similarly, 
34% of all likely voters say there is no chance they 
would support anyone but Bush, and 8% who now 
say they support Bush admit they could end up 
voting for Gore. Taken together with the voters 
who are currently uncommitted, these results indi¬ 
cate that about one-quarter of all voters have not 
firmly made up their minds about which candidate 
they will support in the November election. 

One of Gore’s major problems has been that 
many Americans did not see him as presidential 
material. For most of this year, until the Demo¬ 
cratic convention, just about half the public said he 
has “the personality and leadership qualities a pres¬ 
ident should have." Since the convention, however, 
that proportion has risen to 62%. By contrast. Bush 
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was initially perceived very favorably by the public 
on this dimension, with about two-thirds saying he 
has those presidential qualities. However, since the 
Democratic convention, the proportion of voters 
with that opinion has dropped to 57%, giving Gore 
a slight edge on a dimension that had been domi¬ 
nated by Bush for most of the past year. 

SEPTEMBER 13 

PRESIDENTIAL VOTER PREFERENCES 

Interview Dates: 9/S—] 0/00 
CNN/tASA Tfldfly/Gallup Poll 
Survey fiGO 131344 

Analysis: The combined results ol a week of sur¬ 
veys by the Gallup tracking poll, conducted 
September 4-10. shows A1 Gore with an average 
lead over George W. Bush of 5 percentage points, 
with 48% of likely voters supporting Gore and 
43% supporting Bush. The latest three-day rolling 
average, based on polling during September 9-11, 
shows almost the same results, with Gore leading 
Bush by 48% to 42%. Given the closeness of the 
results of the two polls, the combined week-long 
sample of 1,717 likely voters can provide a more 
detailed look at the composition of voting groups 
than can the current three-day poll. 

The combined weekly results show that a 
major gender gap continues. Major differences 
also exist among voters by their level of income, 
their marital status, their religious orientation, 
their frequency of religious service attendance, 
the region of the country in which they live, their 
race, and whether or not their household has any 
union members. The polls suggest little differ¬ 
ence among voters by age, with Gore enjoying a 
slight lead across the generations. 

Here are the major differences: 

Party Identification 

• Gore and Bush each draw about the same 
level of backing from their own party sup¬ 
porters. Among Republicans, Bush leads 
by 85% to 9%, while Gore leads among 
Democrats by 86% to 8% 

• Among independents who do not lean to 
either party (representing 7% of likely vot¬ 
ers), Gore leads by 9 points, 31 % to 22% 


• Among all likely voters. Democrats out- 
number Republicans by 48% to 45 % 

• Thus, Gore’s lead is due to his lead 
among independents and also to the f ac . 
that slightly more Democrats than Repub¬ 
licans are voters 

Gender and Marital Status 

• There is an average gender gap of 14 
points, with 51% of men supporting Bush 
compared with 36% of women, and 54 % 
of women supporting Gore, compared 
with 41% of men 

• Married men give Bush the greatest sup¬ 
port, a 23-point lead; unmarried men in 
contrast support Gore by a margin of 15 
points 

• Both married and unmarried women give 
Gore majority support, but, as with men, 
the married women give less support to 
Gore ( 8 -point lead) than unmarried women 
(30-point lead). These results point to the 
existence of both a gender and a marital 

gap 

Region of the Country 

• Gore leads in three of the four broad re¬ 
gions of the country, but trails in the 
South by 5 points—a region which in¬ 
cludes both Bush’s home state of Texas 
and Gore’s home state of Tennessee 

• Gore’s greatest support is in the East, 
where he leads Bush by 15 points, com¬ 
pared with a 6-point lead in the West and 
a 5-point lead in the Midwest 

Race and Ethnicity 

• Among all non-Hispanic white voters, 
representing 84% of the electorate, Bush 
leads Gore by 5 points, 48% to 43% 

• Non-Hispanic black voters support Gore 

over Bush by 89% to 2% 

• Among Hispanics, who gave widespread 
support to Bush when he ran for governor 
in Texas, Bush draws 32% support, just 
half of the support given to Gore (64%) 

Religion and Frequency of Attendance at Sen'ites 

• One of the major divides in this counts 
involves the fervor with which people em¬ 
brace their religion. Just under hall ol all 
voters (49%) say they attend religious 
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services “almost” weekly or more often, 
while just over half (51%) say they attend 
such services less than weekly (including 
those who say they do not attend at all) 

• Those who attend service weekly give 
Bush a 9-point lead, 50% to 41%, Those 
who do not attend services on a weekly 
basis support Gore by a 16-point margin, 
53% to 37% 

• Another religious divide can be found be¬ 
tween Protestants and Catholics, with the 
latter supporting the Democratic candidate 
by a 14-point margin, while Protestants 
support Bush by a 7-point margin 

• The reason for the difference between 
Catholics and Protestants, however, is not 
because of the greater religious fervor of 
Protestants There are differences between 
the two groups of voters, even when they 
report the same frequency of attending 
church. Catholics who attend weekly 
Mass, for example, give Gore a 9-point 
lead, while Protestants who attend reli¬ 
gious service on a weekly basis support 
Bush by a 22-point margin 

• Among those who attend service less fre¬ 
quently, there are also significant differ¬ 
ences, although not as large as among 
frequent churchgoers. Among the infre¬ 
quent worshippers, Protestants give Gore 
a 9-point lead, while Catholics give Gore 
a 20-point lead 

• A similar pattern is found among voters 
who do not consider themselves either 
Catholic or Protestant. Frequent church¬ 
goers in this group support Bush by 3 
points, while the infrequent worshippers 
support Gore by 23 points 

Income 

• Another major divide in this country is 
found among voters by their level of in¬ 
come. Voters with the lowest income 
(households with combined incomes ot 
less than $20,000 per year) give Gore a 
greater than 2-lo-l margin of support, 
62% to 28%, a lead of 34 points. How¬ 
ever, this group represents just 15% of the 
electorate 


* Gore also leads Bush in the next two in¬ 
come groups—voters in households with 
incomes of S20.000 to $30,000 per year (a 
7-point lead), and those with $30,000 to 
$50,000 per year (a 4-point lead) 

* In the highest income group, households 
with incomes of $50,000 per year or 
more, representing 46% of the electorate. 
Bush leads by 5 points 

Union Households 

* Labor has typically supported Democratic 
candidates, and this contest is no excep¬ 
tion, Among union households. Gore 
leads Bush by 31 points, 60% to 29% 

* Among the rest of households, the two 
candidates are essentially tied, with Bush 
enjoying a 1-point lead, 46% to 45% 

Age 

* In the weekly polling since Labor Day, 
there are few differences among the age 
groups, with Gore's lead varying from 2 
points among the youngest group (48% to 
46%) to 7 points among (he oldest group 
(49% to 42%) 

* The two middle-age groups show 5% and 
3% leads for Gore, suggesting no pattern 
between increasing age and support for 
any candidate. 

SEPTEMBER 14 

FIRESTONE TIRE RECALL 

Interview Dates: 9/7-9/00 

CNN /USA TWay/Gallup Poll 

Survey #GO 131344 

Recent news stories have reported that a 
major tire manufacturer recalled more than 
6 million tires, most of them on a single 
brand of sports utility vehicle. Federal au¬ 
thorities say Sd deaths are linked to accidents 
caused by the tires. Nov closely have you 
been following the news about this matter— 
very closelv, somewhat closely, not too 
closely, or not at all? 

Very closely..^4% 

Somewhat closely . 44 


TWO THOUSAND 


305 






Not too closely.* *.*- ]i+ 

Not at all .^ 

No opinion.^ 

Do you recall, by chance, what brand of tire 
has (his defect? 


the future; you will be less likely to buy 
Ford Explorer sports utility vehicle i„ 
future, but you would still consider buyin 
one; or you will definitely not buy a Ford 
Explorer sports utility vehicle in the future ? 




No effect ... 


..81% 

Less likely .. 

L litatUitt (tUti wt 1 / ' m ■ * * 1 

Bridgestone. . 

.3 

Definitely not 

Other; no opinion. 

.16 

No opinion .. 



a consequence of these news stones, have 
y pu or anyone in your household checked 
your own tires to see what brand they are, 
checked for tire wear, checked your tire 
pressure, or not? 


Finally, as far as you can tell from the news, 
do you think there was, or was not, any crimi. 
nal behavior by either the Ford Motor Comp- 
any or by the Firestone tire company in thn 
matter that should be prosecuted in court? 


Yes.. 

No ... 

Don’t own a car (voL) .. 

No opinion..... 


. .62% 
. .31 
...4 
.. .3 


Which of the following best describes your 
reaction to this incident—it will have no ef¬ 
fect on whether or not you buy Firestone tires 
in the future; you will be less likely to buy 
Firestone tires in the future, but you would 
still consider buying them; or you will defi¬ 
nitely not buy Firestone tires in the future? 

No effect . 17 % 

Less likely .. 33 

Definitely not. 39 

No opinion .. 5 

Before you became aware of this news, 
would you have considered buying a Ford 
Explorer sports utility vehicle, or not? 



No opinion 



Asked of those who would consider buying a 
Ford Explorer; Which of the following best 
describes your reaction to this incident—it 
will have no effect on whether or not you 
buy a Ford Explorer sports utility vehicle in 


Yes, criminal behavior 

No . 

No opinion..... 


.48% 
. .34 
..18 


Analysis: The recall of more than 6 million 
Firestone tires has become one of the biggest 
news stories of the year. A Gallup Poll shows that 
almost eight in ten Americans (78%) have fol¬ 
lowed the story either “very” or “somewhat” 
closely. The only other story this year that re¬ 
spondents followed as closely was the Llfan 
Gonzdlez saga. Last year, just three news stones 
reached this level of public attention: the original 
custody dispute over Elfan Gonzdlez after he was 
rescued at sea, the death of John F. Kennedy Jr., 
and the war in Kosovo. (The story measured by 
Gallup over the past ten years that generated the 
highest level of public interest was the death of 
Princess Diana in 1997, which drew the close at¬ 
tention of 84% of Americans.) 

The Firestone tire story has become so well 
known that when asked to name the brand of tire 
involved in the recall, 81% correctly said it was 
Firestone, while another 3% mentioned the parent 
corporation, Bridgestone. Despite this knowledge 
about the tire defect, 31 % have not taken any spe¬ 
cial steps to verify tile safety of their own tires 
such as checking the brand, tire wear, or air pres¬ 
sure, Even among those who have followed the 
story closely, 27% have not made any such cl ton 
to see if the problem might affect them. M pfe 
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than six in ten (62%), however, have taken such 
precautions. 

While the president of the Bridgestone 
Corporation vowed to restore the tires’ reputa¬ 
tion. the poll shows that the task may be quite 
difficult. Almost four in ten say that as a result of 
the recall they will definitely not buy Firestone 
tires in the future, and another 38% are less likely 
to purchase the tires, though they still might con¬ 
sider doing so. Only 17% say the incident will 
have no effect on their tire-buying behavior. 

The Ford Motor Company may also face 
some difficult times as a result of the tire recall. 
Most of the accidents involved the tires mounted 
on the Ford Explorer, a popular sports utility ve¬ 
hicle that 42% would have considered for pur¬ 
chase before hearing about the recall. Among 
these potential buyers, over half say the recall 
will have no effect on their intentions to buy the 
Explorer in the future, bm a third (32%) are now 
less likely to buy it, though they still might con¬ 
sider doing so, and 12 % will definitely not buy an 
Explorer. 

Attorney General Janet Reno announced last 
week that she would review the events for possi¬ 
ble criminal or civil action against the two com¬ 
panies, and the poll shows that almost half (48%) 
of all respondents believe there was criminal be¬ 
havior by either the Ford Motor Company or by 
the Firestone tire company that should be prose¬ 
cuted in court. Among those who have been fol¬ 
lowing the story closely, 55% express that point 
of view. Thirty-four percent say that, in their 
opinion, there was no criminal behavior, while 
18% have no opinion on the matter. 

SEPTEMBER 15 
SUMMER OLYMPICS 

Interview Dates: 9/11—13/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131456 

Do you, by chance, know where the 2000 

Olympics are being held this month? 

Sydney, Australia (correct) ... 44% 


Australia (correct).... -30 

Chher; no opinion .26 


Thinking about the Summer Olympics, which 
are going to be held in Sydney, Australia, 
this month, how important is it to you that 
the United States win more medals than any 
other country at these Summer Olympics- 
very important, somewhat important, not too 
important, or not important at all? 


Very important_ 

Somewhat important 
Not too important.. 
Not important at all 
No opinion. 


.. .17% 
.. .34 

...28 

...20 

.. ..1 


How much of (he Olympics do you intend 10 
watch a great deal, a fair amount, not 
much, or none at all? 


Great deal .. .. 17 % 

Fair amount. 42 

Not much. 28 

None at all; no opinion . 43 


What is your favorite Summer Olympic 
event? 


Track and field . 
Nonspecific 
100-Meter Run . 

Decathlon. 

Pole Vault. 

Other. 

Swimming . 

Gymnastics . 

Basketball ... 

Diving . 

Soccer . 

Skatina ......... 

Baseball. 

Other .. 

Any; alt . 

None.. 

No opinion . 

*Less than I % 



. 22 % 


... .19 

_1 

.1 

.1 


..IS 

..17 

5 

.. .5 
.. .3 

7 

1 

.. .8 
.. .1 

. .10 


Analysis: With the Summer Olympics officially 
beginning today in Sydney, Australia, a new 
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Gallup Poll shows that Americans are very aware 
of the Games, with about three in four {14%) able 
to identify the fact that they are being held in 
Australia, and more than half of these explicitly 
mentioning die host city of Sydney. About one in 
six (17%) can be classified as devoted fans, ex¬ 
pecting to watch “a great deal” of the Olympic 
events, while another 42% expect to watch “a fair 
amount " Twenty-eight percent will watch only a 
little, and 12% will avoid watching the Games 
altogether. 

Overall, about hall (51%) say it is eithei 
very (17%) or somewhat (34%) important that 
the United States win the most medals in the 
Olympics, but these views are highly related to 
how much of the extravaganza they expect to 
watch. The more events people expect to watch, 
the more they think it is important for the United 
States to emerge the winner. Among the small 
group of devoted fans, for example, more than 
three-quarters (78%) say it is important for the 
United States to win the most medals, compared 
with 57% who feel that way among people who 
expect to watch the Games a fair amount, 36% 
among those who will watch only a little, and just 
27% among those who do not expect to watch the 
Games at all 

In the poll, Gallup asked Americans to iden¬ 
tify their favorite Summer Olympic event The 
most popular is track and field, mentioned by 
22% of all respondents; swimming (mentioned by 
18%), and gymnastics (17%). Basketball and div¬ 
ing are each mentioned by 5% of the public, with 
soccer (3%), skating (2%), and baseball (2%) es¬ 
sentially tied for sixth place. All other events 
were mentioned by 1% or fewer. 

While men and women are about equally 
likely to watch the Olympics, they are attracted 
to different events. Men are much more likely 
(31%) to cite track and field as their favorite 
than are women (13%). Men are also more 
likely than women to mention basketball, by a 
9% to 2% margin On the other hand, women 
are much greater fans than men of swimming 
(23% to 12%) and gymnastics (26*% to 8%). The 
Olympics appear to have a very broad cross- 
generational appeal, from young to old—just 
about as many 18- to 29-year-olds say that they 


will be watching the Games as do those 65 ail[i 
older. 


SEPTEMBER 17 

PRESIDENTI AL CAMPAIGN ISSUES 

Interview Dates: 9/11-13/00,9/11-16/00 
CNN/C/5'4 7Way/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

Analysis: Given a choice, Americans continue to 
be slightly more likely to choose issues rather 
than leadership skills as the most important deter¬ 
minant of their choice for president this year, and 
A1 Gore now is favored over George W. Bush on 
almost all issues tested in recent Gallup polling 
Gore’s issue strength coincides with his continu¬ 
ing, albeit modest, lead over Bush among likely 
voters as the campaigns of both candidates pre¬ 
pare to enter a phase in which they will share the 
media spotlight with the Sydney Olympics 
which start today. 

As the election year began, voters were 
more likely to say that it was leadership skills and 
vision that mattered to them, rather than the can¬ 
didates’ stands on the issues, by a 51% to 36% 
margin. This pattern persisted throughout the 
spring. By the end of July, however, as the con¬ 
ventions were about to get under way, the issues 
dimension moved up. By August, issues had sur¬ 
passed leadership in terms of importance to vot¬ 
ers. Now, in the most recent three days of polling, 
issues were selected as most important by 44% ol 
likely voters, compared to 38% who chose lead¬ 
ership skills and vision. 

This shift in voters’ priorities toward issues 
coincided with Gore’s own decision to emphasize 
issues at the Democratic convention in Los 
Angeles in August. Now, about a month later, 
likely voters are more likely to select Gore as 
doing a good job on most issues tested than the) 
are to select Bush. The following chart compares 
Gore’s advantage or disadvantage on the set ol 
issues tested in this week’s polling and also com 
pares them where appropriate to the same mea¬ 
sures from Ihe last survey conducted m 
before the party conventions: 
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Gore’s Advantage or Disadvantage Compared SEPTEMBER 18 

to Bush on Selected Issues THE TAX-CUT ISSUE 

(Based on Registered Voters) 



Before 


Net 

Interview Dales: 9/11-I3/D0 


convention 

Now 

change 

CNN/C/64 7Way/Gallup Poll 


The economy 

-13 

+ 12 

+25 

Survey #GO 13134-1 


Taxes 

-19 

+ 1 

+20 



Social Security 

-3 

+12 

+ 15 

Are you in favor of a cut in federal 

income 

Medicare 

+5 

+ 17 

+ 12 

taxes, or not? 


Health care 

+3 

+ 14 

+ 11 

Yes, No, not 

No 

Education 

-5 

+9 

+ 14 

in favor in favor 

opinion 

Handling budget 




2000 Sep 11-13 .74% 23% 

3% 

surplus 

-15 

+7 

+22 

1999 Mar 5-7 .72 25 

3 

Prescription drugs 

— 

+ 19 

— 

1994 Dec 16-18.80 17 

3 

Raising children in 




1979 Aug 10-13.74 IS 

8 

today’s culture 

— 

+ 11 

— 

1977 Jan 14-17.79 12 

9 

Rising price of 






gasoline and 




From what you know or have read. 

whose 

fuel oil 

— 

-5 

— 

proposals would cut taxes more—Al Gore's, 





or George W. Bush’s g 


Gore’s overall gain 

over Bush 

on the trial heat 

Neither 

No 

ballot since the late July poll it 

; 18 points (Gore 

Gore s Bush's fvot j 

opinion 

went from a 50% to 

39% deficit to his current 

2000 Sep 11-13 . ,32% 44% 5% 

19% 

49% to 41% lead). Everything else being 

equal, 

2000 Aug 24-27 .. .30 42 6 

22 


we might expect that the voters' choice of Gore 
or Bush on these issues would change at the same 

%mr 

rate that the ballot changes. 

Over the last six days—Monday. Septem¬ 
ber 11, through Saturday, September 16—Gore 
has averaged 49% of die vote, while Bush has av¬ 
eraged 41 %. By way of contrast. Bush led Gore by 
an average of 8 points. 48% to 40%, in Gallup 
Polls conducted in June and July. Gore's most sig¬ 
nificant gains coincided with the Democratic con¬ 
vention in mid-August, when he averaged 46% of 
die vote in two late August polls. Now. as noted, 
he is up to 49%, white Bush has dropped from an 
average of 48% in June and July to 4 i % now. 

The Summer Olympics in Sydney, Austra¬ 
lia, begin officially on Friday, and it seems likely 
that the presidential election will become a back- 
burner issue for many Americans during the 
Games. Barring high-visibility gaffes or revela¬ 
tions, it is the period immediately after the 
Olympics, which will now include three presi¬ 
dential debates, that will most probably oiler the 
next opportunity for a significant realignment ol 
this year’s presidential race. 


From what yon know or have read, whose 
plan to cui taxes would you favor more — A! 
Gore s, or George IV Bush’s? 


Gores 

2000 Sep 11-13 .. 45% 
2000 Aug 24-27 . .45 


Neither 

No 

Bush s tvoLl 

tipiflinn 

37% 4% 

14% 

36 3 

16 


Which of the following would you prefer to 
see Congress pass next year — broad , across - 
the-board tax cuts; targeted tax cuts to alle¬ 
viate specific problems; or no tax cuts at all? 

Across-the-board cuts . 41% 

Alleviate specific problems . ... .44 

No cuts —..10 

Mixed: neither (vol.). no opinion ...5 


Which of the following would you prefer to 
see Congress pass next year—broad, across- 
the-board tax curs, targeted tax cuts benefit¬ 
ing mostly those making less than $70,000 
per wear: or no tax cuts at all ’ 


r\VO THOUSAND 


31)9 







Across-the-board cuts .. 

Those making less than $70,000 . 

No cuts. . * 

Mixed; neither (voL); no opinion 




Analysis: Most Americans favor a cut in federal 
income taxes and tend to think that the proposals 
made by George W. Bush would produce larger 
cuts than those proposed by A1 Gore, according 
to a recent Gallup Poll. Still, on balance, they 
lean toward Gore's rather than Bush’s tax-cut 
proposals and in general prefer the type of tar¬ 
geted tax cuts for lower- and middle-income peo¬ 
ple that Gore is proposing rather than 
across-the-board cuts that would apply to all, as 
proposed by Bush, 

Polling over the years has consistently 
shown that in the abstract, Americans like the 
idea of tax cuts. The current poll shows that 74% 
favor a federal income tax cut, about the same 
number who expressed that view in March 1999, 
but down slightly from the 80% who expressed 
support for tax cuts in a Gallup Poll in December 
1994. At the same time, although a tax-cut plan 
has been at the forefront of the Bush campaign 
this year, the poll shows that relatively few peo¬ 
ple are aware that his proposals call for larger tax 
cuts than do Gore's. Just 44% take this position, 
while 32% say Gore’s proposals would cut taxes 
more, and an additional 19% have no opinion. 
These results are virtually identical to those ob¬ 
tained in a Gallup Poll in late August, right after 
the Democratic convention, suggesting that re¬ 
spondents have not become better informed about 
the two tax-cut proposals in the intervening 
weeks. Despite a plurality who say Bush’s cuts 
would be larger, more people prefer Gore’s tax- 
cut proposal to Bush’s by a 45% to 37% margin. 
Again, these results are about the same as those 
obtained three weeks ago. 

Although respondents may not be com¬ 
pletely aware of the candidates’ specific propos¬ 
als, in general the public expresses a preference 
for targeted tax cuts benefiting mostly those 
making less than $70,000 per year” to “broad, 
across-the-board tax cuts,” by a margin of 51% to 
33%. Another 14% prefer no tax cuts. When 
asked in a separate question to choose between 


across-the-board tax cuts or targeted tax cuts t 0 
“alleviate specific problems,” 41% choose u, c 
broader tax cuts, and 44% opt for the targeted 
cuts. Offered these choices, 10% opt for no ta* 
cut at all. 

Not surprisingly. Republicans are consider¬ 
ably more in favor of tax cuts in general, as well 
as across-the-board cuts, than are Democrats For 
example, while 82% of Republicans want a cut m 
federal income taxes, just 67% of Democrats ex¬ 
press that view. Also, Democrats prefer the tar¬ 
geted tax cuts to alleviate specific problems over 
the across-the-board cuts by 53% to 32%, while 
Republicans take the opposite view by 54% t 0 
37%. 

On the issue of targeted tax cuts for people 
earning under $70,000 per year, Republicans still 
prefer across-the-board cuts, but the margin is 
quite narrow—just 49% to 42%. Democrats, 
however, favor targeted tax cuts for lower- 
income people by a wide margin of 58% to 22%. 
The most pronounced partisan differences are 
found on the candidates’ proposals. By 76% to 
12%, Republicans say they prefer Bush's propos¬ 
als, while just about the same ratio of Democrats 
support Gore’s proposals, 76% to 11%. Even on 
the objective assessment of which proposals 
would produce the bigger lax cuts, partisan loy¬ 
alty prevails. Republicans give the honor to 
Bush’s by 69% to 11%, while Democrats say 
Gore’s proposals would result in the larger tax 
cuts, by 53% to 28%. 

Wealthier Americans—those making 
$75,000 or more—are more likely to favor fed¬ 
eral tax cuts than are those making less than 
$30,000 per year (80% compared to 66%). More 
than eight in ten families (81%) where both hus¬ 
band and wife work at least part-time also fax or 
tax cuts. Surprisingly, there is not much differ¬ 
ence by income in support for Gore’s tax [dan 
versus Bush’s except among the lowest income 
groups. Those making $75,000 or more are as 
likely to prefer Gore’s tax plan (45%) as they are 
Bush’s (43%). In contrast, those making less titan 
$20,000 per year favor Gore’s plan by about a -- 
to-1 margin, 51% to 29%. Two-income families 
support Gore’s and Bush’s plans about equally 
(39% and 43%, respectively). 
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Americans at all income levels prefer tar¬ 
geted lax cuts to across-the-board cuts, although 
support is greater among lower- than among 
higher-income people. Even those making 
$75,000 or more prefer targeted tax cuts aimed at 
lower- and middle-income citizens, but by a slim 
48% to 41%. Support for these targeted tax cuts 
increases among people with lower incomes 

SEPTEMBER 19 
CANDIDATES* IMAGES 

Interview Dates: 9/15-17/00 
CNN lUSA Today /Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

Asked of likely voters: Do you hove a favor¬ 
able or unfavorable opinion of: 

Al Gore? 

Favorable....61% 

Unfavorable..33 

No opinion...6 

George W. Bush ? 


Favorable...52% 

Unfavorable ,...42 


No opinion..6 

Joe Lieberman ? 


Favorable.. .58% 

Unfavorable...17 


No opinion ..25 

Dick Cheney? 

Favorable ..52% 

Unfavorable. .25 

No opinion. ...23 

Analysis: Based on Gallup tracking polls con¬ 
ducted September 15-17, Republican presidential 
nominee George W. Bush is viewed favorably by 
just over half of die likely voters in the country 
today, compared to 61% who have a favorable 


opinion of Al Gore, This represents a continua¬ 
tion of a change in the relative positioning of 
these two candidates that began after Gore's suc- 
cesshil Democratic convention in August. Gore’s 
running mate. Joe Lieberman, is also now viewed 
more favorably than GOP vice presidential nomi¬ 
nee Dick Cheney, although Lieberman’s favor¬ 
able rating is actually down slightly from 
immediately after the convention. Additional I v, 
the public has now changed its mind radically 
about who they think will win die election. After 
the Republican convention this summer. Bush 
was perceived as the probable victor by a 2-to-l 
margin; now Gore is ahead, 54% to 33%. the first 
time that Gore has been viewed as the likelv win- 
ner by the public this year. Although the favor¬ 
able ratings of the two candidates have been close 
at several different times earlier this year, the cur¬ 
rent positioning of Gore’s favorable line above 
Bush's marks a first. 

The change tn the images of the two can¬ 
didates reflects their overall ballot standing. Since 
Labor Day, Gore has fared better than Bush in 
terms of likely voters’ preferences for president, 
and therefore it is not surprising that the ways 
in which voters view the candidates on this 
favorable/unfavorable dimension would change as 
well. It is interesting to look at die way in which 
the attitudes toward the two candidates have 
changed Immediately after the Democratic con¬ 
vention. Gore's favorable rating increased to his 
high point of the year, 61%, where it remains. 
This compares lo Gore’s 51% favorable rating 
recorded after the Republican convention, and fa¬ 
vorable ratings that were generally in ihe 50s 
throughout the year. On the other hand. Bush’s fa¬ 
vorable rating fell somewhat after the Democratic 
convention, bui not by a large amount His 61% in 
late August was down from 67% after the GOP 
convention. But. unlike Gore's rating, winch has 
stayed flat. Bush's has continued to fall, trorn the 
61% tie with Gore after the Democratic conven¬ 
tion to ils current 52% favorable, the lowest favor¬ 
able rating for Bush tins year. 

What about the vice presidents’' Democratic 
candidate Joe Lieberman’s favorable number is 
higher than Republican nominee Dick Cheney ’s 
by a 58% to 52% margin, among likely voters. 
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1 iowever, the favorable ratings of both candidates 
have fallen since the Democratic convention. 
Among likely voters. Cheney has fallen 9 points 
during this time, in line with the change seen for 
his running mate, George W. Bush. Over the 
same time period, Lieberman also has fallen a 
total of 7 points, from 65% immediately after the 
Democratic convention to 58% now. The pattern 
of the public's assessment ol Cheney is of partic¬ 
ular interest. Note that his image actually became 
less favorable after the GOP convention, then 
went back up alter the Democratic convention, 
and now has fallen back down again. Lteber- 
man’s image was, like Cheney's, initially quite 
positive but then fell back slightly in this most re¬ 
cent polling. 


The cost of the health care you and \o Ur 
family receive? 


Satisfied. 

Dissatisfied 
No opinion 



The doctors and nurses you deal with? 


Satisfied .. 
Dissatisfied 
No opinion 



-> 


The health insurance plan you and vour 
family have? 


SEPTEMBER 20 
HEALTH CARE COVERAGE 


Satisfied ... 59 % 

Dissatisfied ..a? 

No opinion .. 4 


Interview Dates: 9/31-13/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131456 


Now, thinking about health care in the coun¬ 
try as a whole, are you generally satisfied, 
or dissatisfied, with the quality of health 
care in this country? 


Satisfied .,. 
Dissatisfied 
No opinion . 


54% 

44 

o 


We'd like to know how you feel about differ¬ 
ent aspects of health care for you and your 

family. Are you generally satisfied, or dis¬ 
satisfied. with: 


The quality of health care you receive? 


Satisfied. 

Dissatisfied . 

No opinion .. 


82% 

16 

2 


Your health insurance coverage? 


Satisfied ... . 

Dissatisfied . 

1 ^ ^ t I i 4 

No opinion.. 


70% 

27 


Do you currently have health care coverage 
through either a health insurance plan, a 
health maintenance organization (HMO), or 
a government program? 


Yes..... 88 % 

No ... 11 

No opinion....t 

Asked of those with health insurance: What 
type of health insurance do you have—a tra¬ 
ditional policy where you submit claims to 
your insurance company for visits to doctors 
or stays in hospitals; a health maintenance 
organization (HMO), where coverage is 
generally limited to doctors and hospitals 
specified by your plan; or a preferred 
provider organization (PPO), where you gel 
more coverage when you use doctors affili¬ 
ated with your PPO than you would if you 
went to doctors not affiliated with vottr 
plan? 


Traditional policy 

HMO .. 

PPO. 

Other (vol„); no opinion 


ft *■ 1 * ■ ■ - 


* 


.25% 

.34 

.31 

.10 
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Analysis: A Gallup Poll finds that just a slight 
majority of Americans (54%) are satisfied with 
the quality of health care in the Uniled Slates, but 
that the overwhelming majority (82%) are satis¬ 
fied with the quality of health care they them¬ 
selves receive. When asked about four additional 
aspects of their health care coverage, respondents 
express the highest level of satisfaction with the 
doctors and nurses they deal with, followed by 
their health insurance coverage and plan. 
Satisfaction is lowest with the cost of the health 
care but even so, well over a majority ( 59 %) are 
satisfied with this aspect of health care in 
America today. The survey also shows that there 
are only slight differences in satisfaction with 
health care among those with different types of 
coverage. Those with HMO coverage are only 
slightly less satisfied with most aspects of their 
health care than are those with traditional plans or 
PPO coverage; and HMO and PPO users are ac¬ 
tually slightly more satisfied with the cost of their 
health care than are those with traditional plans. 

The vast majority ( 88 %) have health care 
coverage. The largest proportion (34%) use health 
maintenance organizations (HMOs), followed by 
preferred provider organizations (PPOs) at 31%, 
and traditional health plans at 25%. In the past 
decade, respondents have been moving away from 
traditional health care policies and toward HMOs 
and PPOs. In 1993 a Gallup Poll showed that 
more than half (55%) had traditional health insur¬ 
ance, 22% used HMOs, and 14% used PPOs. 
Currently, people 65 years of age and older still 
favor traditional policies, while younger age 
groups lean toward HMOs and PPOs. 

While traditional health plans tend to be 
more expensive, some critics of HMO and PPO 
plans have charged that lower levels of patient 
satisfaction may result from these plans' restric¬ 
tions on doctors and hospitals that can be used 
However, the results of the current survey reveal 
a slightly different mindset There are not major 
differences between the satisfaction expressed by 
traditional health plan users and those who use 
PPOs and HMOs. While the ratings given by 
HMO users are slightly lower than those given by 
PPO and traditional health plan users in every as¬ 
pect of health care investigated except cost, die 


differences are not large. The survey does find 
that Americans without health coverage consis¬ 
tently give substantially lower ratings to every as- 
pcct ot health care 

Overall, only slightly more than halt ( 54 %) 
are satisfied with the quality of health care in the 
United States, The differences by type of cover¬ 
age are as follows: 

• 58% of traditional policyholders 

• 57% of PPO users 

• 53% ot HMO users 

• 49% ot those without health insurance 

As is true with a number of issues evaluated 
in survey research (education. Congress, crime), 
the public becomes much more satisfied with as¬ 
pects of their lives when the focus of the question 
is brought closer to home. While only 54% are 
satisfied with the quality of health care in the 
United States m general, a strong majority (82%) 
are satisfied with the quality of health care they 
themselves receive. Again, there are only minor 
differences by type of health care coverage: 

• 88 % of PPO holders 

• 85% of traditional policyholders 

• 85% of HMO users 

• 65% of those without health insurance 

Overall, nearly three in four (70%) are satis¬ 
fied with their health insurance coverage. Those 
with PPOs and traditional health insurance cover¬ 
age are, again, just slightly more satisfied than are 
those with HMO coverage An interesting Undine 
is that 40% of those who indicated that they do not 
have health coverage still said thev were satisfied: 

• 76% of PPO holders 

• 75 % of traditional policyholders 

• 71% of HMO users 

• 40% of those without health insurance 

The lowest level of satisfaction relates to cost 

Less than three in five (59% ) arc satisfied with the 
cost of their health care. PPO and HMO policy- 
holders arc slightly more satisfied with the cost of 
their health care than are traditional policyholders: 

• 64% of PPO holders 

• 63% of HMO holders 

• 57 % of traditional policy holders 

• 37% of those without health insurance 

A strong majority ( 86 %) are satisfied with 
the doctors and nurses they deal with, and there 
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are no significant differences by type of insur¬ 
ance, When respondents are asked directly about 
their health insurance plan, about seven out of ten 
say they are satisfied. PPO users and traditional 
policyholders are slightly more satisfied than are 
HMO users and those without health insurance. 


SEPTEMBER 22 
IMMIGRATION 

Interview Dates: 9/11-13/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131456 


In your view, should immigration he kept at 
its present level, increased, or decreased? 



Present 

In- 

De - 


level 

creased 

creased* 

2000 Sep 11-13 . 

... .41% 

13% 

38% 

1999 Feb 26-281 

t *' *41 

10 

44 

1995 Jun 5-6 .,. 

... .24 

7 

65 

1993Jul9-11 . ., 

... .27 

6 

65 

1986 Jun 19—23± 

.,. .35 

7 

4 

1977 Mar 25-28 . 

... .37 

7 

42 

1965 Jun 24-29 . 

... .39 

7 

331 

*"No opinion” is omitted. 




tBased on half sample 
tCBS/New York Times Poll 

Which comes closer to your point of view — 
immigrants in the long run become produc¬ 
tive citizens and pay their fair share of 
taxes, or immigrants cost the taxpayers too 
much by using government sendees like pub¬ 
lic education and medical services? 



Pay their 

Cost 

No 

2000 Sep 11-13 

share 

taxpayers 

opinion 

.48% 

40% 

12% 

1999 Feb 26-28 

.47 

45 

8 

1994 Dec 16-18 

.... .36 

57 

7 

1993 Jul 9-11 ,. 

..37 

56 

7 


Which of the following statements comes 
closer to your view—immigrants mostly take 
jobs tlmt American workers want, or immi¬ 
grants mostly take low-paying jobs that 
Americans don 7 want? 



Take 

Boi/p 

Take 

jobs that 

neither 

jobs that 

Americans 

(Vol )■ 

Americans 

don 7 

no 

want 

want 

opinion 

2000 Sep 11-13 .13% 

75% 

12% 

1999 Feb 26-28 .16 

71 

13 

1993 Jul 9-11 ..23 

67 

10 

Do you think immigrants mostly 

help tl le 

economy by providing low-cost labor, or 

mostly hurt the economy by driving waves 

down for many Americans? 




Neither. 



both 



(vol), 

Mostly 

Mostly 

no 

help 

hurt 

opinion 

2000 Sep 11-13 .44% 

40% 

16% 

1999 Feb 26-28 .42 

48 

10 

1993 Ju! 9-11.28 

64 

8 


Analysis: A plurality of Americans (41%) believe 
that immigration should be kept at its present 
level, while 38% think its level should be de¬ 
creased and 13% feel it should be increased. These 
percentages are very similar to those from the last 
time Gallup asked about immigration, in February 
1999, but are markedly different from opinion in 
1993 and 1995, when nearly two-thirds of the pub¬ 
lic wanted to see immigration decreased. 

Generally, there is little variation on this mat¬ 
ter by subgroup, with one exception—education. 
Those with a high-school education or less are 
more likely to favor decreases in immigration 
(46%) than any other educational group, espe¬ 
cially those with an advanced degree, among 
whom only 24% favor decreased immigration. A 
majority of those with advanced degrees (51%> 
believe immigration should be kept at its present 
level, a view supported by only 33% of those 
with a high-school education or less. Perhaps sur¬ 
prisingly, there is essentially no difference in 
opinion on this matter between those who are em¬ 
ployed and those who are unemployed. Only 
minor differences are evident by political ideol¬ 
ogy, as conservatives are slightly more in favor 
of decreasing immigration (41%) than are liberal 1 * 
(33%). Republicans and Democrats have very 
similar views on this issue. 
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Respondents are divided over whether im¬ 
migration is on balance mostly beneficial or 
mostly detrimental to the U.S. economy, just as 
they were in early 1999, This represents a change 
from the mid-1990s, however, when the majority 
felt immigration hurt both the economy and 
American workers. The latest poll shows that 
44% think immigrants mostly help the economy 
by providing low-cost labor, while 40% think 
they mostly hurt it by driving wages down, with 
16% offering no opinion. In 1999 more 
Americans fell that immigration mostly hurt the 
economy (48%) than helped it (42%), so the plu¬ 
rality of opinion has shifted on this issue in the 
last year. A 1993 poll, though, showed that 64% 
thought immigrants mostly hurt the economy, 
while just 28% thought they helped. 

Americans are also divided as to whether 
immigrants become productive members of soci¬ 
ety and pay their fair share of taxes in the long 
run or whether they cost the taxpayers too much 
by using government services Forty-eight per¬ 
cent believe that immigrants pay their fair share, 
while 40% believe they cost the taxpayers too 
much. Opinion on this issue was more evenly 
split in 1999, when 47% felt that immigrants be¬ 
came productive citizens and 45% thought they 
cost the taxpayers too much. In 1993 and 1994, a 
majority (56% and 57%, respectively) believed 
that immigrants cost the taxpayers too much, 
while fewer than 40% felt that immigrants paid 
their fair share of taxes. In addition, in the latest 
poll, fully 75% of the public say that immigrants 
mostly take low-paying jobs that Americans do 
not want, while only 13% say they take jobs that 
Americans want. Substantial majorities have al¬ 
ways felt that this was the case, even in 1993 
when tile public was more opposed to immigra¬ 
tion than it is now. 

SEPTEMBER 24 
PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEATS 

Interview Dates: 9/21-23/00 
CNNtUSA Today/GtkMup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

Now, suppose that the presidential election 

were being held today, and it included A! Core 


and Joe Liebennan as the Democratic Party‘s 
candidates, George W. Bush and Dick Cheney 
as the Republican Party's candidates, Pat 
Buchanan and Ezola Foster as the Reform 
Party candidates, and Ralph Nader and 
Winona LaDuke as the Green Party candi¬ 
dates. Would you vote for A! Gore and Joe 
Liebennan, the Democrats, George W. Bush 
and Dick Cheney, the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan and Ezola Foster, the Reform Party 
candidates; or Ralph Nader and Winona 
LaDuke, the Green Party candidates? (IF UN¬ 
SURE: As of today, do you lean toward Al 
Gore and Joe Liebennan, the Democrats; 
George IV, Bush and Dick Cheney, the Repub¬ 
licans, Pat Buchanan and Ezola Foster, the 
Refonn Party candidates; or Ralph Nader and 
Winona LaDuke, the Green Party candidates?} 


Likely Voters 

Gore/ 

Licbemum 

fliLSit/ 

Cheney 

Bite Hamm/ Nude r/ 
Foster LaDuke* 

2000 Sep 21-23 

,. .46% 

47% 

i% 

i% 

2000 Sep 20-22 

. ..48 

45 

j. 

f 

i 

2000 Sep 19-2! 

. .50 

42 

2 

2 

2000 Sep 18-20 

.. .51 

41 

i 

3 

2000 Sep 15-17 

. ..48 

43 

i 

3 

2000 Sep 14-16 

.. 49 

41 

i 

3 

2000 Sep 13-15 

...48 

42 

i 

3 

2000 Sep 12-14 

.. 49 

42 

i 

2 

2000 Sep 11-13 

.. 49 

42 

i 

3 

2000 Sep 10-12 

.. .49 

41 

t 

4 

2000 Sep 9-11 . 

...48 

42 

i 

4 

2000 Sep 8-10 . 

.. .49 

42 

i 


2000 Sep 4-6 . 

...47 

44 

T 

3 


*“Other (vol.): no opinion” is omitted 
tLess than 1 % 


Analysis: Republican nominee George W Bush 
has again pulled even with Democrat Al Gore in 
the Gallup daily tracking poll of likely voters The 
latest average, combining interviewing conducted 
September 21-23. shows Bush at 47% and Gore 
at 46%. This is almost precisely the status of the 
presidential race in polling conducted in late 
August and early September, alter both political 
conventions had been completed, and emphasizes 
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once again the close nature of tins year s presi¬ 
dential race. The closeness of the race also em¬ 
phasizes the importance of the three presidential 
debates—to be held October 3, 11, and 17—m ul¬ 
timately deciding what appears to be one oi the 
tightest presidential elections in twenty years. 

A few days after Labor Day this year. Gore 
besan to pull away slightly from Bush, and the 
vice president has led the Texas governor by mar¬ 
gins between 3% and 10% over the iast two 
weeks. The current figures come near the end of a 
week that, by most accounts, was a positive one 
for Bush: it included his much-publicized appear¬ 
ance on “Oprah” (and the Regis Philbin show) as 
well as a newly publicized “Blueprint for the 
Middle Class.” The end of the week also saw the 
high-visibility move on the part of the Clinton- 
Gore administration to tap into the nation’s 
strategic oil reserves (quickly criticized by the 
Republicans), although it is unclear at this point 
how much of an impact this one event may have 
had on the candidates’ standings. 


SEPTEMBER 25 
THE ENVIRONMENT 

Interview Dates: 4/3-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 130220 

I am going to read a list of problems cur¬ 
rently facing our country. For each one, 
please tell me how serious ti problem you 
consider it to be for our country—extremely 
serious, very serious, somewhat serious, or 
not serious at all: 


Extremely Very 
serious serious* 


Drug use. 

...., .38% 

45% 

Crime and violence ..... 

..,.. .33 

49 

Poor health care ...._ 

__ .29 

38 

Hunger and homelessness 

.24 

42 

Environment... 

.17 

38 

Racial conflict ........ 

......18 

33 

'legal immigrants . 

.15 

30 


^“Somewhat serious ” “not serious at all,” and 
“no opinion” are omitted. 


I'm going to read you a list of environmental 
problems. As I read each one, please tell un¬ 
ify on personally worry about this problem a 
great deal, a fair amount, only a little, or no; 
at all: 



Great 

Fair 


deal 

amount 

Pollution of drinking water , 

<.. .72% 

209; 

Pollution of rivers, lakes. 



and reservoirs .. 

... .66 

24 

Contamination of soil and 



water by toxic waste. 

.,. .64 

25 

Air pollution . .... 

.. .59 

29 

Ocean and beach pollution .. 

.., .54 

30 

Loss of natural habitat for 



wildlife . 

. . .51 

31 

Damage to the Earth’s 



ozone layer . 

... .49 

29 

Extinction of plant and 



animal species. 

... .45 

33 

Loss of tropical rainforests . 

... .51 

25 

Contamination of soil and 



water by radioactivity 



from nuclear facilities . ... 

... .52 

23 

Urban sprawl and loss of 



open spaces. 

... .42 

31 

“Greenhouse effect” or 



global warming. 

... .40 

32 

/Vcid rQin ***»i'*h#> >«?*** 

... .34 

31 


*“Only a little,” “not at all,” and “no opinion" are 
omitted 


Analysis: In a July 25-26 Gallup Poll, education 
ranked as die most important issue, with 89% ol 
Americans seeing it as an extremely or very im¬ 
portant factor in influencing their vote for presi¬ 
dent this November. Education was followed by 
the economy, with 86%, and then by health care, 
Social Security, and handling the budget surplus 
The environment was at only the ninth position 
overall, with 7t% saying dial the candidates' po¬ 
sitions on the environment will be extremely oi 
very important in influencing their vole. Twenty 
nine percent said that the environment will be 
only somewhat important or not important at all 
The environment also has very little top-oi 
the-mind salience at diis point in time. Over the 
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past eight years, when respondents have been 
asked to identify “the most important problem fac¬ 
ing this country today,” very few—between 1 % 
and 4%—have stated that the environment is the 
most important There is somewhat greater recog¬ 
nition, however, that the environment will be an 
important problem in the future. In an April 3-9 
poll, 14% said that in twenty-five years the envi¬ 
ronment will be the most important problem fac¬ 
ing the country, the most mentions of any one 
concern in response to this projective question. 
Mentioned most frequently after the environment 
were ethics, morals, and family decline; 8% feel 
this will be the most important problem. 

The environment's midrange importance in 
terms of the presidential race this year is similar to 
the relatively low “seriousness” rating given it in 
relation to other problems facing the country. The 
most serious, as perceived by the public, includes 
drug use, with an 83% “seriousness” rating (the 
percentage who rate it as an extremely or very se¬ 
rious problem for our country), followed by crime 
and violence (82%), poor health care (67%). and 
hunger and homelessness (66%). Only a slim ma¬ 
jority (55%) believe that environmental problems 
are an extremely or very serious problem, thus 
putting it fifth on the list of seven problems tested. 

The environment may not rank as high as 
other issues do for Americans because of the 
fact that they are apparently satisfied with cur¬ 
rent efforts to protect it. A 1999 Gallup Poll 
showed that 69% were very or somewhat satis¬ 
fied with die stale of the nation in terms of pro¬ 
tection of the environment. Since this question 
was first asked, the number of adults who are 
satisfied has risen. In January' 1993 only about 
half (52%) stated that they were very or some¬ 
what satisfied. 

Americans are also now more likely than in 
the past to feel that there has been a great deal ol 
progress in dealing with environmental problems. 
In 1990 only 14% felt that a great deal of pro¬ 
gress had been made in dealing with the environ¬ 
mental problems facing our country since the 
1970s, This year, 26% of adults, almost double 
the amount in 1990. feel that a great deal ot 
progress has been made. The number ot people 
who feel that hardly any progress has been made 


on the other hand, has dropped significantly over 
the past ten years. In 1990, 21% said that hardly 
any progress had been made; in 2000, that pro¬ 
portion has dropped to only 9%. 

Most ot the public also believes that the en¬ 
vironmental movement, which began in the early 
1970s, has had a positive impact on society. 
Seventy-five percent teel that the environmental 
movement has definitely or probably done more 
good than harm, while 21% teel it has definitely 
or probably done more harm than good. 

An April Gallup Poll asked Americans to in¬ 
dicate how much they worry about each of a list 
of environmental problems, and the results indi¬ 
cated that a strong majority worry a great deal or 
fair amount about all of the environmental prob¬ 
lems listed. But, on a relative basis, the public 
worries die most about the following: pollution of 
drinking water, ranking first, with 92% of the 
public saying they worry abom it a great deal or a 
fair amount; pollution of rivers, lakes, and reser¬ 
voirs, at 90%; contamination of soil and water by 
toxic waste, 89%; and air pollution, 88%. Sur¬ 
prisingly, the high-visibility issue of global 
warming scored second to last, at 72%. This may 
suggest that Americans are more concerned with 
issues that affect them personally, such as pollu¬ 
tion of drinking water, rather than long-term 
global problems such as the “greenhouse effect” 
or global warming, whose immediate or personal 
impact is harder to conceptualize. 

A recent Gallup Poll showed that respon¬ 
dents are roughly equally divided when asked to 
choose which of three different entities should 
take the most responsibility for solving the na¬ 
tion's environmental problems. Only about one- 
third (34% ) say the government, another 33% say 
business and industry, and 32% say dial citizens’ 
groups and individual citizens have the primary 
responsibility for solving environmental prob¬ 
lems. Interestingly, this has changed somewhat 
over the past eight years. In 1992 most people 
(44%) said that the government had the primary 
responsibility. This compares to 20% who cited 
business and industry, and 29% who named do¬ 
zens’ groups and individual citizens. 

While only about one-third of all adults teel 
that citizens croups and individual citizens have 
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the primary responsibility for solving environ¬ 
mental problems, 67% in an April 2000 Gallup 
Poll said that these groups and individuals can 
have a great deal or fair amount of an effect on 
solving our environmental problems. This figure 
has, however, decreased since 1992, when 8 • % 
felt this way. Only one-third now think that citi¬ 
zens’ groups and indi vidua] citizens have not very' 
much or no effect on solving the problems of the 
environment 

A different question asked earlier this year 
measured a slightly different aspect of environ¬ 
mental action: trust. The responses show that 
Americans have the greatest trust in environmen¬ 
tal organizations and government agencies, and 
the least in business, specific political parties, and 
the U.S. Congress. Despite the fact that only 
about one-third feel that the government should 
have the primary responsibility for solving the 
country’s environmental problems, a majority of 
the public still feels that the U.S. government is 
doing too little in terms of protecting the environ¬ 
ment, rather than too much. Fifty-eight percent 
say the government is doing too little to protect 
the environment, while 30% say it is doing about 
the right amount; only 10 % state that the govern¬ 
ment is doing too much. 

There has been a slight change in this senti¬ 
ment over the years. Respondents now' are a little 
more positive about government efforts. Eight 
years ago, when this question was first asked, 
68 % stated that the government was doing too lit¬ 
tle to solve environmental problems. The re¬ 
sponses to these questions suggest that Americans 
do not have strong feelings that it is the role of the 
government, and only the government, to solve 
environmental problems. In particular, they ap¬ 
pear to trust the way in which environmental or¬ 
ganizations would help fix these problems. Still, 
there is an evident desire on the part of many peo^ 
pie to increase governmental efforts in this regard. 

Gallup has been asking a question about 
tradeoffs between protecting the environment and 
preserving economic growth for sixteen years 
About two-thirds now feel that the protection of 
the environment should be given priority, even at 
the mk of curbing economic growth, while 28% 
tee] that economic growth should be given prior¬ 


ity, even if the environment suffers to some 
tent. The responses to this question have T 
changed significantly over the years, ° 

How is the public involved in efforts to pre¬ 
serve the environment? In general, most respon 
dents are not involved in environmental activities 
that demand a great deal of time, such as being 
active members in environmental groups or conf 
plaining to a business about products that harm 
the environment. The vast majority are involved 
in activities such as recycling (90%) and reducing 
the amount of water used in their households 
(83%)—activities that become relatively routine 
in the course of everyday life. 


SEPTEMBER 26 

THE ECONOMY/BUDGET SURPLUS 

Interview Dales: 9/15-17/00 
CNN fUSA Toc/ay/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

The federal government is projecting a bud¬ 
get surplus this year, that is, the federal gov¬ 
ernment will take in more money this year 
than it spends. There has been a lot of discus¬ 
sion about how the surplus should be used 
Assuming there is a budget surplus , whu h of 
the following do you think should be given the 
highest priority—strengthening Social 
Security, improving education, paying off the 
federal debt, cutting taxes, or reforming 
health care, including prescription drugs? 



Likely 

Registered 


voters 

voters 

Strengthening Social Security . 

. .18% 

20 % 

Improving education .. 

. .21 

24 

Paying off federal debt. 

..22 

19 

Cutting taxes . 

. .11 

10 

Reforming health care, 



prescription drugs . 

. .26 

24 

3 

No opinion. 

. ..2 


If you had to choose between just the follow¬ 
ing, would you rather see more of the 
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surplus used for tax cuts and less for educa¬ 
tion and health care, or more of the surplus 
used for education and health care and less 
for tax cuts? 

Likely Registered 
voters voters 

More for tax cuts, less for 

education and health care . 21 % 19 % 

More for education and health 

care, less for tax cuts... .76 77 

No opinion.. .3 4 

Analysis: Gallup Polls have consistently shown 
the public rating the economy as one of the top 
two or three most important issues they will take 
into account in their presidential vote this Nov¬ 
ember. Typically, the issue of the economy is a 
major influence on a presidential election, with 
incumbents often turned out of office when the 
economy is bad and reelected when it is good. 
This year appears to be no exception. 

Today the public rates the economy even 
more positively than it did four years ago, with 
74% currently saying economic conditions are 
excellent or good, and just 4% saying poor (the 
rest saying fair), a net positive of +70 percentage 
points. In October 1996, just before the election, 
which was won handily by the incumbents, 47 % 
rated the economy as excellent or good and 13% 
as poor, a smaller though significant net positive 
of +34 points. 

By contrast, in late October, just before the 
1992 election, only 11 % gave the economy a 
high rating and 43% a low rating, for a net nega¬ 
tive of -32 points. These negative perceptions, 
however, seem to have been forgotten, as respon¬ 
dents today remember the 1992 economy in more 
positive terms. When they were asked in a Gallup 
Poll conducted August 18-19 to rate ihc eco¬ 
nomic conditions that existed in 1992 when die 
elder George Bush was president of the United 
States, 44% said excellent or good and just 12 % 
poor, for a net positive retrospective rating of +32 
points. 

The fact that respondents still rate the econ¬ 
omy as one of the top issues for this year’s presi¬ 
dential race in the face of currently positive 


economic indicators may suggest the abiding 
oncern voters have that the robust economic 
l>mes be continued. Earlier this summer, a Gallup 
0 S 0We d that 86 %' rated the economy as an 
extremely or very important influence on their 
vote for president, just slightly behind the number 
one issue, education. The issue of taxes is not as 
important as the economy overall, although for 
many people die two are very closely linked The 
Gallup Poll showed that 77% felt the lax issue 
would be extremely or very important to their 
vote, significantly behind the economy, and also 
behind other issues such as education, health 
ca re, ;ind Social Security, 

Americans who rate the economy the lowest 
today are more likely to say that taxes are a high- 
prionty issue in the presidential election. Among 
those who rate the economy as excellent, for ex- 
ample, just 29% say taxes are an extremely im 
portant issue, compared with 329fc who sny tcixes 
will be extremely important among those who 
rate the economy as good, and 41% among those 
who say the economy is fair or poor. 

The overall impression from an analysis of 
polling data is that respondents emphatically 
want the president and government to keep the 
economy strong, but little polling has focused 
specifically on what the government should do to 
bring about this desirable state of affairs. There 
has been, on the other hand, interesting research 
into what the public wants done about taxes The 
results suggest that as a general principle, people 
will virtually always support tax cuts. However, 
when presented with tradeoffs, the public is more 
likely to support increased expenditui es tor some 
government programs and for paying down the 
national debt than it is to support large tax cuts 

A Gallup Poll conducted September 11-13 
shows that 74% favor a federal income tax cut, 
about the same number who expressed that view 
in March 1999, but down slightly from the 80% 
who expressed support for lax cuts in a Gallup 
Poll in December 1994. In short, the idea of a tax 
cut in the abstract sounds positive to most 
AmericaOvS. 

The September 11 -13 poll also shows, how¬ 
ever, that although respondents in principle sup¬ 
port a tax cut, they have reservations about 
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“broad, across-the-board” cuts. When asked 
which they prefer—the broad tax cuts or targeted 
tax cuts “benefiting mostly those making less than 
$70,000 per year,” or no tax cuts at ail—they 
choose the targeted tax cuts over the broad tax 
cuts by 51 % to 33%, with 14% opting for no cuts. 

Americans show more support for the broad, 
across-the-board tax cuts when the alternatives 
are targeted lax cuts “to alleviate specific prob¬ 
lems” (the problems are not mentioned), or no tax 
cuts at all. Given this set of options, they choose 
the targeted over the broad tax cuts by a narrow 
margin of 44% to 41 %, with 10% opting for no 
cuts at all. 

Apart from whether die proposed tax cuts 
are targeted or not, Americans generally prefer 
the budget surplus to be used for education. 
Social Security, paying off the federal debt, and 
health care over cutting taxes. A question asked 
in a September 15-17 Gallup Poll showed that 
only ] ]% of voters prefer a tax cut to these other 
priorities, while from 18% to 26% opt for a pro¬ 
gram other than a tax cut. Of all the alternatives 
mentioned, 24% of registered voters preferred ei¬ 
ther reforming health care and prescription drugs 
or improving education, while slightly smaller 
numbers said that they would use the surplus to 
strengthen Social Security or pay off die federal 
debt. When asked to choose tax cuts versus edu¬ 
cation and health care, respondents chose the lat¬ 
ter by a 76% to 21 % margin, reaffirming the 

conclusion that they have higher priorities than a 
tax cut. 


SEPTEMBER 26 

OIL AND GASOLINE PRICES 

Interview Dates: 9/22-24/00 
CNN/t/SA Today/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

How worried are you that recent price in¬ 
creases m gasoline, diesel fuel, home fuel oil, 
and natural gas Will cause any financial hard¬ 
ship for you or your household in the coming 
months—ven worried, somewhat worried, not 
too worried, or not at all worried? 



Likely 

Registered 

Very worried .... 

voters 

voters 

**«***»».., , 22 % 


Somewhat worried 

•... *.. 38 

38 

*>5 

Not loo worried , . 

*’**■■*■*». *26 

Not at all worried . 


J 

15 

No opinion .. 

*Less than 1% 

... * 



Next, regardless of which presidential can¬ 
didate you support, please tell me if y 0ll 
think Al Gore or George W, Bush would bet¬ 
ter handle the rising price of gasoline and 
fuel oil? 



Likely 

Registered 


voters 

voters 

Gore . 

* t * 4 , *39% 

40% 

Bush. 

. 4 ? 

lo 

Same (vol.).. 

* + * * » * * * * * • 4 t m * t * 3 

JO 

3 

No opinion . . 


19 


Analysis: This week, leaders from the world’s 
largest oil-producing nations are meeting in 
Caracas, Venezuela. In the United States, the ris¬ 
ing price of gasoline and fuel oil has become a 
hot topic both politically and economically. In a 
recent Gallup Poll, 60% of the public said they 
were either “somewhat” or “very worried” about 
the problem, while 40% said they were “not too 
worried” or “not at all worried.” The public's 
level of concern is tied to their economic situa¬ 
tion. Sixty-nine percent of those who make less 
than $ 20,000 per year are concerned, while just 
46% of those making more than $75,000 per year 
are concerned. 

The rising cost of fuel, moreover, has be¬ 
come an issue in this year’s presidential election. 
Currently, the public is roughly split on which 
candidate would do a better job of handling fuel 
costs, with 42% of likely voters saying George W 
Bush, and 39% preferring Al Gore. This repre¬ 
sents a slight change from March ol this year, 
when Bush led by 46% to 34%. Those who are 
more concerned about rising fuel costs favor 
Gore, while those less concerned believe that 
Bush could better handle the issue. 
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This week, President Clinton announced that 
the United States would release 30 million barrels 
from its Strategic Petroleum Reserve as a way to 
stabilize the oil market. When Gallup asked about 
this action in March, 59% agreed with it, which is 
virtually the same level of support that the pro¬ 
posal received in February (60%). 


SEPTEMBER 28 
HEALTH CARE 

Interview Dates: 9/11-13/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131456 

Do you think it is the responsibility of the 
federal government to make sure that all 
Americans have health care coverage, or is 
that not the responsibility of the federal 
government 7 

Yes, government responsibility.64% 

No, not government responsibility .31 

No opinion ...... 5 

If the government tried to reform the health 
care system in this country, do you think it 
would make health cure in this country bet¬ 
ter or worse? 


Better.... 54 % 

Worse.35 


No difference (vof); no opinion . 11 

Do you think the federal government should 
do more to regulate health care costs m this 
country, or not 7 


Yes, should ....76% 

No, should not. .21 


No opinion. 3 

A-y you may know, Medicare, the federal health 
insurance program for senior citizens, does 
not provide complete coverage for prescrip¬ 
tion drugs. In order to deal with this, do you 
think the federal government should expand 


1 ledtcare to include coverage of prescription 
dntgs as an entitlement for senior citizens; da 
you think the federal government should pro¬ 
vide financial subsidies to encourage private 
in.sm ance companies to offer seniors prescrip¬ 
tion drug coverage, but not make this a federal 
entitlement: or do you think no changes should 
be made to this coverage at this time? 

Expand Medicare coverage. 57 % 

Provide subsidies to private 

insurance companies .,. ?6 

Make no changes. 12 

Other (vol.) . 2 

No opinion. 3 

Analysis: The available polling data reveal that 
many Americans think there are major problems 
with the U.S. health care system, even thoush 
most people do not express concern about their 
own personal situation. It appears that much of this 
concern is driven by the perception that the cost ol* 
health care is too high and that many people do not 
have insurance. What should be done about these 
specific health care issues? Gallup asked die pub- 
hc several questions about the appropriate role of 
the federal government in this area. A majority 
think it is die responsibility of the fedemi govern¬ 
ment to make sure that all Americans have health 
coverage (64%). A slightly weaker majority (54%) 
agrees that tf the government tries to reform the 
system in this country, it would make health cure 
better, while 35% say that government reform 
would make health care worse. There is a broader 
public consensus on federal intervention in the 
cost oi health care 76% say that the federal gov¬ 
ernment should do more to regulate health care 
costs in this country. 

One of the most visible aspects of health cure 
expenses in the news this year has been the high 
cost of prescription drags, which currently are not 
covered by Medicare. Both presidential candidates 
have spent quite a bit of time campaigning on this 
issue and, as Gallup Poll data show. Medicare is 
very important to many voters this election year 
Seventy-eight percent of respondents sa\ that each 
candidate’s position on the Medicare issue is either 
“very important'’ or "extremely important" in 
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influencing their vote. Gallup asked the public 
how the federal government should approach the 
prescription drug problem by asking respondents 
to choose between expanding Medicare to include 
prescription drug coverage and providing federal 
subsidies to private insurance companies to en- 
courage them to cover prescription drugs. Slightly 
more than half (57%) think that Medicare ought to 
be expanded, while 26% prefer federal subsidies of 
private insurers. 

SEPTEMBER 29 ■ • : ■ 1 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

Analysis: Imminent fiscal threats to the future of 
* 

the Social Security system have thrust it into the 
forefront as a key campaign issue in the 2000 
presidential election. Americans rank Social 
Security (82%) as among the most important 
campaign topics, trailing only education (89%), 
the economy (86%), and health care (84%) by 
slim margins. Furthermore, more than four in five 
(82%) state that the presidential candidates’ posi¬ 
tions on Social Security are extremely or very im¬ 
portant in influencing their votes, and nearly one 
in ten (8%) indicate that it is the single most im¬ 
portant factor influencing their votes. 

The issue of Social Security extends to all 
corners of the public, and its importance as a 
campaign issue is acknowledged by all age 
groups. Older people, however, show consider¬ 
ably more interest than younger ones. Nearly 
three in four of the youngest group of adults 
(74%) say that the issue is important, compared 
with 93% of those of retirement age. Moreover, 
Democrats are more likely than Republicans to 
say that Social Security is important, but even 
among Republicans almost eight in ten find the 
issue important. 

Importance of Social Security 

(By Age and Party Affiliation) 


Age 

18 to 29 Years 
30 to 49 Years 
50 to 64 Years 


Extremely 
or very 
important 

74% 

80 

91 


65 Years and Over 

Party 

Republicans 

Democrats 

Independents 


78 

83 

88 


The public is aware of the precarious financial 
future of Social Security and leans toward major 
governmental action as a means of saving it 
Respondents overwhelmingly favor provisions m 
the federal budget to increase spending on Social 
Security, and they oppose spending surplus Social 
Security funds in an effort to balance the federal 
budget. Furthermore, they do not appear to feel un¬ 
duly burdened by the amount of Social Security 
taxes that they pay. In polling conducted 
September 10-14, 1999, the largest proportion of 
the public (46%) indicated that the amount of 
Social Security taxes they currently pay is about 
right, while more than four in ten (43%) thought 
that the Social Security taxes they pay are too high. 

The knowledge that Social Security is in 
jeopardy is reflected in opinions about the system 
Almost six in ten (58%) said in June 1999 that at 
least major changes to the Social Security system 
are required, and one in five (21%) believed that 
the system needs to be completely overhauled 
One of the major proposals that has been advanced 
to shore up the Social Security system is to allow 
individuals to invest part of their savings into the 
stock market. Respondents generally favor such a 
system, although not by overwhelming margins. 

When asked about the long term, a slim ma¬ 
jority (53%) said in a June 2000 poll that invest¬ 
ment of Social Security payroll taxes in the stock 
market would strengthen the ability to pay benefits 
to retirees twenty-five years from now, while only 
about one-tiiird (30%) said that it would weaken it 
Nearly one-half of those interviewed (47%) be¬ 
lieve that such a system would also have a more 
immediate impact in terms of strengthening the 
ability to pay current retirees, while 35% said that 
it would weaken the system’s current strength. 


OCTOBER 1 

PRESIDENTIAL PRE-DEBATE 
TRIAL HEAT 
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Interview Dates: 9/28-30/00 
CNN/t/SA Ibday/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 13L344 

Now, suppose that the presidential election 
were being held today, and it included At Gore 
and Joe Liebennan as the Democratic Party’s 
candidates, George W, Bush and Dick Cheney 

«r 

as the Republican Party's candidates, Pat 
Buchatian and Ezola Foster as the Reform 
Party candidates, and Ralph Nader and 
Winona LaDuke as the Green Party candi¬ 
dates. Would you vote for Al Gore and Joe 
Liebennan , the Democrats; George W. Bush 
and Dick Cheney , the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan and Ezola Foster, the Reform Party 
candidates; or Ralph Nader and Winona 
LaDuke, the Green Party candidates? [IF UN¬ 
SURE: As of today , do you lean toward Al 
Gore and Joe Liebennan, the Democrats; 
George W. Bush and Dick Cheney, the Repub¬ 
licans; Pat Buchanan and Ezola Foster, the 
Refonn Party candidates; or Ralph Nader and 
Winona LaDuke, the Green Party candidates 7 } 


Gore/ Bush/ Buchanan/ Nader/ 

Liebennan Cheney Foster LaDuke* 


Likely Voters 




2000 Sep 28-30 .. .45% 

45% 

17c 

47c 

2000 Sep 27-29 . . .46 

44 

! 

4 

2000 Sep 26-28 .. .44 

46 

t 

4 

2000 Sep 25-27 .. .46 

46 

1 

3 

2000 Sep 24-26 .. .44 

46 

1 

2 

2000 Sep 23-25 .. .44 

46 

1 

2 

2000 Sep 22-24 .. .44 

47 

1 

a 

2000 Sep 21-23 .. .46 

47 

1 

1 

2000 Sep 20-22 .. .48 

45 

t 

1 

2000 Sep 19-21 .. .50 

42 

2 

2 

2000Sep 18-20 . ..51 

41 

I 

3 

2000 Sep 15-17 .. .48 

43 

1 

3 

2000 Sep 14-16...49 

41 

1 

3 

2000 Sep 13-15.. .48 

42 

1 

3 

2000 Sep 12-14 .. .49 

42 

1 

«■ 

2000 Sep 11-13.. .49 

42 

1 

3 

2000 Sep 10-12 .. .49 

41 

1 

4 

2000Sep9-11 ... .48 

42 

1 

4 

2000 Sep 8-10_49 

42 

1 

3 

2000 Sep 4-6.47 

44 

t 

3 

;!: “Other (vol.); no opinion” 

' is omitted 


tLess than 1% 





Analysis: The latest three-day Gallup Pol! aver¬ 
age of the vote choice of likely voters, through 
September 30, shows the race in an exact 45% to 
45% tie, The images of the two candidates are 
also evenly matched. Both are perceived favor¬ 
ably by 59% of likely voters, and unfavorably by 
36%. If die vote for president were held today, or 
for that matter al essentially any point over the 
past week, the margin of victory for cither Re¬ 
publican George W Bush or Democrat Al Gore 
would be extremely small. 

The race is in many ways back where it was 
a month ago. after the Democratic convention in 
late August, when die average of two late August 
polls put Bush and Gore at 46% each. Despite a 
period of about two weeks during which Demo¬ 
crat Gore was consistently ahead of Bush, the 
trial heat ballots cast over the past week have 
shown that the race has returned to an essential 
tie. At diis point, it is either candidate’s election 
to win or lose. 

One of the significant factors that will help de¬ 
termine which candidate eventually wins the race 
are the presidential debates, three of which will 
occur over the next three weeks. Sixty-three per¬ 
cent of likely voters say dial Uiey are very likely to 
watch die first debate in Boston this Tuesday, and 
another 20% are somewhat likely to watch. 

There are two precedents that caution the 
observer who wishes to draw conclusions as to 
the implications of the current data for the 
November 7 election. In 1960 the race between 
John F Kennedy and Richard M. Nixon was ex¬ 
tremely close, as is this one, before the debates 
started—and stayed close. Kennedy barely 
squeaked by Nixon on Election Day, with a mar¬ 
gin of less than 0.5% of the vote. In 1980, on the 
other hand, the race between Ronald Reagan and 
Jimmy Carter was tied at 39% to 39% before the 
first presidential debate in September, but Reagan 
eventually pulled ahead ne;tr the end and went on 
to win comfortably. In short, history provides lit¬ 
tle guidance as to the probability that this race 
will stay tight until the end. or that one of the 
candidates will puli ahead and win by a signifi¬ 
cant margin. The fact that both Bush and Gore 
have led in poll trial heats at various points dur¬ 
ing the year also helps underscore the wide-open 
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nature of the race—at least at this point, at the 
end of September. 

OCTOBER 3 

FIRST PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE 

Interview Dates: 9/28-30/00 
CNN/USA 7Y*/av/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

Asked of likely voters: On Tuesday, Octo¬ 
ber 3, A l Gore and George W. Bush will 
participate in their first presidential debate 
beginning at 9:00 pm Eastern Time, and this 
will be aired on all the major television net¬ 
works. How likely is it that you, yourself, 
will watch the debate on live television — 
very likely, somewhat likely, not too likely, 


or not at all likely ? 

Very likely...63% 

Somewhat likely .20 

Not too likely. 6 

Not at all likely ..10 

No opinion.1 


Also asked of likely voters: Which of the fol¬ 
lowing do you think will be more important 
to you when you decide whom to vote for — 
where the candidates stand on issues that 
matter to you, or the leadership skills and 
vision that you think the candidates would 
have as president? 


Stand on the issues ... 44 % 

Leadership skills and vision ...36 

Both equally (voL) ..,.15 

Neither (voi.). .2 


No opinion. 3 

Analysis: According to a Gallup Poll conducted 
over the weekend, 63% of likely voters say it is 
“very likely’’ that they will tune in to watch the 
first presidential debate between Vice President 
A 1 Gore and Governor George W. Bush. An addi¬ 
tional 20 % say it is somewhat likely that they 
will be watching, while only 10 % of voters do 
not intend to watch the debates at all. 

There is little difference between Repub¬ 
licans and Democrats in the interest they express 


in the debates. Eighty-two percent of Republicans 
are likely to watch, compared to 86 % of Demo 
crats. To a significant degree, however, indepen¬ 
dents form a primary target for the candidates 
because this group is less attached to a particular 
candidate than are Democrats or Republicans and 
therefore are more likely to change their minds 
Independents, it turns out, are less likely than 
their partisan counterparts to indicate an interest 
in tuning in to the debate. Only 69% of indepen¬ 
dents claim it is likely that they will watch the de¬ 
bate, while one-quarter of independents are not at 
all likely to watch tonight. 

Older Americans are most likely to say that 
they intend to watch the debate. Seventy percent 
of those over the age of 50 say it is very likely 
that they will watch tonight, compared to only 
47% of those between the ages of 18 and 29. In 
addition, those with higher levels of formal edu¬ 
cation are no more likely to watch than are those 
with less education. People of all income brackets 
are about equally likely to watch, as are the num¬ 
bers of men and women. 

Presidential debates are designed as biparti¬ 
san forums for the candidates to discuss their dif¬ 
ferent positions on the issues and to describe their 
particular visions for the country directly to the 
voters. Forty-four percent say the candidates 
issue positions are more important to them when 
deciding for whom to vote, compared to 36% 
who say that leadership skills and vision are more 
important; 15% say that leadership qualities and 
issue positions are equally important. This marks 
a change from earlier this year, when voters were 
more likely to say that leadership would be the 
dominant factor in their decision. However, those 
who say that issue positions are more important 
are no more likely to watch the debate tonight 
than are those who say that leadership skills are 
more important. Eighty-three percent of both 
groups are somewhat or very likely to be tuning 
in. Democrats and independents are more likely 
to feel that issues are important, while Repub¬ 
licans are more interested in the leadership skills 
and vision of the candidates. 

Conventional wisdom tells us that the debates 
are a fundamental part of the election and can 
change the race significantly. Pundits often point 
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to the Kennedy-Nixon matches of 1960, the first 
televised presidential debates, as an example of 
iiow performance can propel a candidate forward 
j n the race. Democratic nominee John F. Kennedy 
was said to have been more telegenic than was 
Richard Nixon, and most debate watchers agreed 
that Kennedy “won” the debate. Gallup Poll data 
from the 1960 election cycle, however, show that 
the four debates of that year did not significantly 
alter the percentage of people supporting each can¬ 
didate. Kennedy and Nixon were tied in a statisti¬ 
cal dead heal, both before and after the debates. 

The debates in the 1976 election between 
Jimmy Carter and Gerald Ford are used to demon¬ 
strate the impact of debates on elections. 
According to viewers who watched the first one. 
ford was perceived to be the winner and did, in 
fact, gain 9 percentage points between the eve of 
the first debate and the eve of the second one 
During the second debate, however. Ford mis¬ 
spoke regarding the Communist domination of 
Eastern Europe, which lent credence to the idea 
that Ford ‘lost” the debate. At the time, analysts 
speculated that if Ford had not lost die second de¬ 
bate in the minds of viewers, he might have con¬ 
tinued to catch up with Carter and could have 
surpassed him. Instead, the contest remained close 
right up through Election Day. The final outcome 
of the election was Carter 50%, Ford 48%. 

The 1980 contest between Jimmy Carter and 
Ronald Reagan also showcased debates between 
the two candidates. Many commentators point to 
Reagan’s strong debate performance as the dri¬ 
ving force behind his massive comeback in the 
polls. Prior to the October debate. Carter was 
leading Reagan 45% to 39%, but Carter s lead 
narrowed to 1 point immediately after the debate 
Reagan, however, eventually won the election by 
10 points (51% to 41%). 

The debates played an important role in the 
three-way race between Bill Clinton, George 
Bush, and Ross Perot in 1992. Perot’s candidacy 
was the strongest third parly showing in recent 
memory. Most watchers interviewed by Gallup 
agreed that Perot won the first debate The el tea 
of the actual debates, however, is muddled by the 
fact that Perot was spending millions of dollars on 
his campaign during that time period It is diiiicuh 


to separate the effects of the advertising blitz from 
the Texas billionaire’s debate performance 


OCTOBER 4 

PRESIDENTIAL PRE-DEBATE 
TRIAL HEAT 

Interview Dates. 10/1 -3/00 
CNN/l/54 7Wm7Gallup Poll 
Survey AGO 131344 

Now, suppose that the presidential election 
were being held today, and it included Al 
Gore and Joe Uebennan as the Democratic 
Party’s candidates, George IV Bush and Dick 
Cheney as the Republican Party's candidates, 
Pat Buchanan and Ezola Foster as the 
Reform Party candidates, and Ralph Nader 
and Winona LaDuke as the Green Party ca^ 
didates. Would you vote for Al Gore and Joe 
Uebennan, the Democrats; George IV. Bush 
and Dick Cheney, the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan and Ezola Foster, the Reform 
Party candidates; or Ralph Nader and 
Winona LaDuke. the Green Party candi¬ 
dates? (IF UNSURE. As of today, do you 
lean toward Al Gore and Joe Lieherman, the 
Democrats: George IV. Bush and Dick 
Cheney, the Republicans; Pat Buchanan and 
Ezola Foster, the Reform Party candidates, 
or Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the 
Green Parts candidates?! 

Gore/ Bush/ Buchanan/ Nader/ 



Liebcmum Cheney 

Fatter 

LaDuke ' 

Likely Voters 




2000 Oct 1-3 . 

... . 49 % 41 % 

i% 

2% 

2000 Sep 30- 




Oct 2 ... 

.. 46 44 

1 


2000 Sep 29- 



■h 

Oct 1 . 

... .45 45 

i 

1 

J 

2000Sep28-30 ...45 45 

1 

4- 

• : "Other (vol 1; 

no opinion" is omitted. 



Analysis: In the last Gallup tracking poll before 
the presidential debate on October 3. Vice 
President Al Gore moved to an 8 -poinl lead over 
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his opponent, Governor George W. Bush, with 
49% of likely voters preferring Gore and 41% 
Bush. The poll was conducted Sunday through 
Tuesday This included die evening of the debate, 
but most of those polled on Tuesday were inter¬ 
viewed before the debate began, with very few 
interviewed after it had ended. Combined with 
the two previous days of polling, the results 
mostly reflect the views of likely voters before 
any impact of the debate could be measured. 

For the previous ten days, the presidential 
race fluctuated within a narrow range between a 
Bush 3-point lead to a Gore 3-point lead, indicat¬ 
ing a dead heat. But two days before the debate, 
as the news media shifted their focus to the presi¬ 
dential race and the upcoming encounter between 
the two major candidates. Gore's support began to 
edge upward. Whether the debate performances of 
Bush and Gore will affect these changes will not 
be known for sure until Saturday, when the results 
of the three-day tracking poll conducted after the 
end of the debate are announced. 

OCTOBER 4 

FIRST PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE 

Interview Date: 10/3/00 
CmtUSA TodayIGMup Poll 
Survey #GO 131643 . 

How much of tonight's presidential debate 

did you happen to watch—all or most, about 

half, only some, hardly any of it, or none? 


Good . 

Only fair.... 

Poor. 

No opinion ., 

*Less than 1% 


■51 

.20 

-.4 

* 

* ■ 


How would you rate the job that George W 
Bush did in the debate tonight—excellent 
good, only fair, or poor? 


Excellent ... 

Good . 

Only fair.... 

Poor. 

No opinion .. 

*Less than 1% 



.50 

27 

. .3 


* 


How has your opinion of Al Gore been af¬ 
fected by the debate—is your opinion of 
Gore more favorable, less favorable , or has 
it not changed much? 

More favorable ..27% 


Less favorable.18 

Not changed much...35 


How has your opinion of George IF Bush 
been affected by the debate—is your opinion 
of Bush more favorable, less favorable, or 


has it not changed much ? 

More favorable .....34% 

Less favorable .14 

Not changed much.52 


All or most.81%, 

About half.io 

Only some; hardly any; none ..9 

Regardless of which candidate you happen to 
support, who do you think did the better job 
in the debate—Al Gore, or George W. Bush? 


Gore. 

Bush. 

Neither; both equally (vol.); no opinion 


... .48% 
... .41 
....11 


How would you rate the job that A! Gore did 
in the debate tonight — excellent, good, only 
fair, or poor? 


Excellent 


.. .25% 


Ax a result of tonight’s debate, have you 
changed your vote from one presidential 
candidate to another? 


Yes ...... 

No . 

No opinion 


. .3% 
.96 
. .1 


Based on your impressions from the debate, 
are you more confident that each of the fol¬ 
lowing can handle the job of being presi¬ 
dent, less confident, or has your confident e 
in him not changed much: 

Al Gore? 

More confident ... - 

f s 

Less confident... K 
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No change ... 

Never had any confidence (vol.) ..l 

No opinion... 1 


George W. Bush? 

More confident .......... *»**..**.... ,40% 

Less confident ..,.20 

No change - »»»•..*■. ,38 

Never had any confidence (vol.) ..[ 

No opinion ....1 

Analysis: A Gallup Poll conducted immediately 
after the first debate between Vice President Al 
Gore and Governor George W. Bush on Tuesday 
evening shows that among registered voters who 
watched the two candidates exchange views on a 
variety of issues, 48% thought Gore did the better 
job, while 41 % said Bush did. When asked to rate 
each candidate individually on how well he per¬ 
formed in the debate, 76% said Gore did an ex¬ 
cellent or good job, while 24% said fair or poor. 
Bush fared only slightly worse, with 70% rating 
his performance as excellent or good, and 30% as 
fair or poor. 

Voters were asked two additional questions 
about the effect of the debate; whether they felt 
more or less favorably toward each candidate be¬ 
cause of the debate, and whether they fell more or 
less confident that each candidate could handle the 
job of being president. Responses to both ques¬ 
tions again mirrored the voters’ presidential prefer¬ 
ences, with most of the differences between the 
ratings related to partisanship. Still, voters have 
become more favorable toward Bush by 34% to 
14%, while voters have become more favorable 
toward Gore by a smaller margin of 27% to 18%. 
That difference is mostly due to Bush's supporters 
expressing more positive feelings for their candi¬ 
date and more negative feelings for their opponent 
than did Gore’s supporters. Despite these changes 
in opinion and Gore’s slight advantage in voters 
ratings of his debate performance, the immediate 
effect of the debate appears negligible. Just 3% of 
all voters have changed their votes from one presi¬ 
dential candidate to the other: 4% among Gore 
voters, and 3% among Bush voters. 

The sample of voters includes respondents 
who had participated in Gallup Polls conducted 


over the past five days and had indicated that they 
intended to watch the debate. Prior to the event, 
they supported Gore over 1 tush in the presidential 
race by 49%) to 46%,, a margin that reflects 
Gallup’s polls among likely voters over the past 
several days. Gore’s margin of victory in the de¬ 
bate is slightly larger than his lead over Bush in 
the presidential contest, as Bush’s supporters cited 
Bush the winner by a margin of 79% to 11%. 
while Gore's supporters cited their own candidate 
by the slightly greater margin of 81% to 7%. 

While 76% and 70% of voters who watched 
the debate rate Gore and Bush, respectively, as 
doing an excellent or good job. most of these vot¬ 
ers say “good" rather than "excellent.” In fact, 
just 20% of voters say that Bush did an excellent 
job and 25% say that Gore did, suggesting that 
neither candidate overwhelmed voters with his 
performance. 

The Tuesday evening poll results are based 
on voters’ immediate reactions to the debate, be¬ 
fore they have had an opportunity to discuss the 
debate with friends and colleagues and to be ex¬ 
posed to media coverage about the event It is 
quite possible that over the next several days, 
voters' opinions could change and indicate a 
more substantial impact of die debate on die elec¬ 
tion campaign. 

OCTOBER 5 
GUN OWNERSHIP 

Interview Dates: 8/29-9/5/00 
Gallup Poll Social Survey 
Survey SGO 131284 

Do you have a gun in your home ” 


No . Dl 

Do you thmk having a gun in the house 
makes it a safer place to be, or a more dan¬ 
gerous place to be ' 

Safer.. 

More dangerous. 

It depends (vol.) .. • • ■ 

No opinion . 


51 

11 

*> 

.A 
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Asked of gim owners: Which of the following 
types of guns—rife, shotgun, or handgun— 
do you have in your household?* 


Rifle. 

Shotgun . 

Handgun. 


_62% 

.... .59 


64 


*TotaI adds to more than 100% due to multiple 
replies. 


Also asked of gun owners : What is the total 
number of guns kept in your house or on 
your property? 


One....... 

Two to four . 
Five or more. 
No opinion .. 


28% 

41 

21 

10 


Mean: 4.1 


Also asked of gun owners: Do you person¬ 
ally own a gun, or do the gun or guns in 
your household belong to another household 


member? 

Own gun .67% 

Belongs to someone else..33 


Also asked of gun owners: Next, please tell 
me whether you own a gun for each of the 
following reasons: 

Hunting? 

Yes..59% 

No ....41 


firearms—rifles, handguns, and shotguns_ 

their households; and that while 35 % f ec | t | la . 
having a gun in the house makes it a safer pi ace 
51% believe that a gun in the house makes u 
more dangerous. 

Gun ownership skews toward men. Half of 
the men surveyed have a gun, while only 29% 0 t 
women report having one. Gun owners are most 
likely to live in the South and in rural areas, 47 % 
and 55% respectively. Those who own guns tend 
to be more Republican than Democrat by a 46% 
to 34% difference, and they supported George W 
Bush for president over A1 Gore at the time of the 
survey (around Labor Day) by a similar margin 
48% to 35%. 

Owners were asked if they used their gun for 
each of three reasons: hunting, target shooting, and 
protection against crime. Two-thirds of respon¬ 
dents who personally own guns use them mainly 
for target shooting, 65% have them for protection 
against crime, and 59% use a gun for hunting. 

Despite its high visibility, the gun issue will 
not be among the most important concerns to vot¬ 
ers in this year’s presidential election. Among 
fourteen issues tested in a July poll, the pnoru\ 
of the gun issue was ranked lower than tenth, be¬ 
hind education, the economy, health care, taxes, 
the environment, and national defense. Only 
abortion, foreign affairs, and foreign trade were 
rated lower than guns. Sixty-two percent said that 
the gun issue would be extremely or very impor¬ 
tant to their vote compared, for example, to 89% 
who said that education would be important. 


Targe! shooting ? 

Yes ....67% 

No .....33 

Protection against crime? 

Yes .. 

No . 'iK 


Analysis: Recent Gallup polling finds that nearly 
four in ten adults (39%) have a gun in their home; 
that gun owners claim an average of about four 


OCTOBER 5 

VOTERS’ ATTENTION TO THE 
PRESIDENTIAL RACE 

Interview Dates: 10/2—4/00 
CNN/USA Torfny/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131*344 

Analysis: Recent Gallup Polis reveal that about 
six out of ten registered voters across the counto 
are paying “quite a lot” of attention to the 
sidential election this year, a number that has 
been remarkably consistent since Labor Day I (1 
January, only 33% of registered voters were pa>- 
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ing quite a lot of attention. Attention rose to 55 % 
in March, in the midst of the presidential pri¬ 
maries, and then sank back to as low as 42%= in 
July. Interest rose again in August, as the Repub¬ 
lican and Democratic conventions got under way 
and has been at roughly the current levels since 
then. One exception to this pattern was the period 
between September 19 and 23—m the midst of 
the Summer Olympics—when attention sacked to 
the 54% to 57% level, 


Those Paying “Quite a Lot” of Attention to the 
Presidential Campaign 

(Based on Registered Voters) 


Sep 6 
Sep 7 
Sep 8 
Sep 9 
Sep 10 
Sep 1 1 
Sep 12 
Sep 13 
Sep 14 
Sep 15 
Sep 16 
Sep 17 
Sep 18 
Sep 19 
Sep 20 
Sep 21 
Sep 22 
Sep 23 
Sep 24 
Sep 25 
Sep 26 
Sep 27 
Sep 28 
Sep 29 

Sep 30 
Oct 1 

Oct 2 

Oct 3 
Oct 4 

*Dates represent the last 
ling average. 


2000* 

1996 

59% 

619 

57 

62 

58 

63 

60 

65 

63 

63 

64 

60 

60 

58 

59 

58 

59 

59 

60 

60 

58 

60 

58 

60 

59 

57 

63 

56 

60 

56 

57 

57 

54 

57 

56 

59 

61 

60 

63 

61 

64 

58 

62 

56 

60 

57 

60 

62 

61 

64 

63 

62 

64 

60 

60 

62 

60 

64 


day in a three-day rol- 


curreni . C in rate ° ct °ber. The 

While th S SUSgeSt 3 S)milar Pattern in 2000 . 

tl T Variab,e Cann0t W Predict 

ultimate turnout un Election Day. the trend, 
suggest that It could be similar lo the turnout for 

96, which was just a little under half of the 
v oting-age population. 


'Wrho is paying the most attention to the elec- 
ion this year? An analysis of Gallup’s latest 
polling, combining the nights of October 2 - 4 . 
suggests that age is by tar the biggest predictive 
variable. Only 32% or those 18-29 are paying at¬ 
tention to the campaign, compared to 60% of 
those 30-49, and 70% or more among ihose 50 
and over Attention is also greater among those 

with higher levels of education and with histhei 
incomes. 


OCTOBER 6 

HOUSEHOLDS VICTIMIZED BY CRIME 

Interview Dates: 8/29-9/5/00 
Gallup Poll Social Survey 
Survey t?GO 131284 


Please tel! me which, if any, of these inci¬ 
dents have happened to you or your house¬ 
hold within the last twelve months 


Your house or apartment broken into 7 


Yes .. .... 4 %. 

No .......96 

Money or property stolen from you or an¬ 
other member of your household? 


Yes . 
No .. 


14% 

86 


A car owned by you or other household 
member stolen ? 


Yes 

No 


.4% 

96 
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A home, car, or property' owned by you or 
other household member vandalized? 


Yes 

No 


, 12 % 

.88 


Money or property taken from you or other 
household member by force, with gun, knife, 
weapon, or physical attack, or by threat of 

force? 


Yes 

No 


. 2 % 

98 


You or other household member mugged or 
physically assaulted? 


Yes 

No 


*■ 


.3% 

97 


You or other household member sexually as¬ 
saulted or raped? 


Yes...1 % 

No ....99 


Analysis: A recent Gallup Poll shows that 24% 
of all households experienced some type of crime 
during the past year, with 13% mentioning one 
incident and 11% mentioning two or more. The 
poll also shows that 27% of all crime was not re¬ 
ported to the police. The most frequently men¬ 
tioned was having money or property stolen 
(14%) and having one's home, car, or property 
vandalized (12%). These crimes were also the 
least likely to be reported to the police; a third of 
the thefts and a quarter of the vandalism incidents 
were not reported. Moreover, 4% of respondents 
say that their house or apartment was broken into 
in the past year, and separately 4% say that a car 
belonging either to them or to someone in their 
household was stolen. 

A net total of 4% of all American house¬ 
holds experienced one or more violent crimes— 
3% one violent crime, and 1% multiple violent 
crimes. Among all households, 3% of respon¬ 
dents say that they or someone in their household 


was mugged in the past year, 2% robbed, and 1% 
sexually assaulted or raped. Among households 
reporting one crime in the past year, 93% of an 
crimes consisted of theft or vandalism. But 
among those reporting two or more crimes, a 
third (34%) report a break-in at their home or 
apartment, and almost a quarter (23%) report 
having been mugged. 

• The younger the person, the more likclv 
he or she is to report having been the vic¬ 
tim of a crime. Thirty-nine percent of the 
youngest age group (18-29) report that 
their household experienced some crime 
in the past year, compared with 25% in 
the 30-49 group, 19% in the 50-64 group 
and only 8% among people 65 or older 

• The relationship between crime and in¬ 
come is not straightforward. Americans 
most likely to report crime are those with 
annual incomes in the $15,000 to 530.000 
range and those making between $50,000 
and $75,000. Those in the very lowest in¬ 
come group, below $15,000, those mak¬ 
ing between $30,000 and $50,000, and 
those with incomes higher than $75,000 
per year are least likely to report having 
been a victim of crime 

• Among the four regions in the country - , the 
highest crime rate is found in the South, 
with 30% of households experiencing some 
crime in the past year, compared with 20% 
to 23% in the other three regions 

• Urban areas also show a high level ol 
crime, with almost one in three house¬ 
holds in urban settings experiencing 
crime, compared with 23% in suburban 
areas, and 16% in rural areas 

• Black households are subject to consider 
ably more crime victimization (33%) than 
are white households (23%) 

A similar Gallup survey in July 1996 showed 
that 33% reported that they were victims ot crime 
during the previous year, compared with 24% ,rl 
the current poll. This represents a 27% decline in 
crime, which appears consistent with national sla 
tistics that have shown a decline in the crime ran. 
over the past several years. Compared with 1 1 ? 
the crime rate this year is lower mostly m the 
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category of vandalism, which declined by more 
than a third over the four-year period. 

OCTOBER 9 

presidential TRIAL HEAT 

Interview Dates: i 0/5-7/00 
CNN/C/SA Today! Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 13i344 

Now, suppose that the presidential election 
were being held today, and it included Al 
Gore and Joe Uebennan as the Democratic 
Party’s candidates, George W, Bush and Dick 
Cheney as the Republican Party's candidates, 
Pat Buchanan and Ezola Foster as the 
Reform Party candidates, and Ralph Nader 
and Winona Lc3Duke as the Green Party can¬ 
didates. Would you vote for Al Gore and Joe 
Uebennan, the Democrats; George W. Bush 
and Dick Cheney, the Republicans; Pat 
Buchanan and Ezola Foster, the Reform 
Party candidates; or Ralph Nader and 
Winona LaDuke, the Green Party candi¬ 
dates? [IF UNSURE: As of today, do y ou 
lean toward Al Gore and Joe Uebennan, the 
Democrats; George W. Bush and Dick 
Cheney, the Republicans; Pat Buchanan and 
Ezola Foster, the Refonn Party candidates: 
or Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the 
Green Party candidates?] 


ity as the October debate period has becun. 
Republican nominee George W. Bush and 
Democratic nominee Al Gore were receiving 
roughly equal support among likely voters 
throughout a period leading into the weekend be¬ 
fore the tirsi debate Then, Gore briefly regained 
the lead, similar to the position he held for about 
two weeks in September. But. as the tracking poll 
began to reflect nights of interviewing following 
the first presidential debate on October 3, Bush 
moved ahead in the race. The three-day average 
of interviewing conducted Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday (October 4-6)—the first average of 
polls conducted immediately after the debate— 
showed Bush at 48%, Gore at 41%. The 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday (October 5-7) aver¬ 
age is essentially the same, with Bush at 49% and 
Gore at 41% This is Bush's largest lead since the 
end of the Republican convention last summer, 
when he led Gore by 55% to 39%, 

Previous Gallup Polls show' that about one 
in four respondents (23%) are still so uncommit¬ 
ted that they could change their vote from one 
candidate to the other before the election. Gallup 
tracking polls in 1992 and 1996 suggested that 
many people do indeed switch their preferences 
in a short time. Vote switching is also more likely 
to occur when there is increased new information 
and input available to voters during events such 
as the summer’s political conventions and the 
fall’s televised political debates. 



Gore/ 

Bush/ 

Buchanan/ Nader/ 


Lteberman 

Cheney 

Fosier 

LaDuke* 

Likely Voters 





2000 Oct 5-7 . 

....41% 

49% 

i% 

4% 

2000 Oct 4-6 . 

..,.41 

48 

i 

4 

2000 Oct 3-5 . 

... .45 

44 

i 

4 

2000 Oct 2-4 . 

... .51 

40 

i 

2 

2000 Oct 1-3 

... .49 

41 

i 

2 

2000 Sep 30- 





Oct 2. 

... .46 

44 

i 

2 

2000 Sep 29- 





Oct 1 . 

... .45 

45 

i 

3 

*“Other (vol.); no opinion' 

" is omitted. 



Analysis: A presidential race that has been 
marked by a fair degree of stability since Labor 
Day has entered a period of sharper voter volatil¬ 


The October 3 presidential debate itself ap¬ 
peared to exert little immediate effect on those 
who watched it. A Gallup Poll conducted 
Tuesday night after the debate found that very 
few watchers said it changed their minds, and in 
general they tended to think Gore did a better job 
than Bush, by a small margin But the trend in the 
favorable and unfavorable ratings of the two can¬ 
didates shows that Gore’s image has sulfered 
more than Bush's has gained, suggesting that the 
debate and the commentary that lollowed have 
ultimately had a net negative impact on the 
Democratic candidate. 

Here are the ratings of the two candidates 
from September 28-30. before the debate, at a 
time when the candidates were tied, and from 
Thursday through Saturday, alter the debate. 
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Favorable and Unfavorable Ratings 


of the Candidates 


(Based on 

Likely Voters) 



Sep 

Oct 


2 8-30 

5-7 

George IV. Bush 

Favorable 

59% 

61% 

Unfavorable 

36 

35 

Al Gore 

Favorable 

59% 

53% 

Unfavorable 

36 

43 


Bush and Gore had identical favorable ratings a 
little more than a week ago. Now, while Bush s 
ratings have changed very little (his favorable rat¬ 
ing is up 2 points and his unfavorable rating is 
down I). Gore’s image has undergone greater 
change Gore’s favorable rating is down 6 points 
and his unfavorable rating is up 7. In other words, 
the debate did not elevate Bush’s standing in the 
eyes of likely voters so much as it lowered 
Gore’s. This is commensurate with an explana¬ 
tion that criticism Gore took after the debate— 
echoed in the press and by commentators—may 
be the contributing factor to his worsened posi¬ 
tion vis-a-vis Bush now in the trial heat polling. 
In addition, it is possible that the reaction of the 
press and of viewers to Thursday’s debate be¬ 
tween the two vice presidential candidates may 
be having some impact on tracking data collected 
Friday and Saturday. 

OCTOBER 10 

RE-EVALUATION OF CANDIDATES 
FOLLOWING THE FIRST DEBATE 

Interview Dates: 10/6-8/00 
CNN/t/S!A Tot/fly/Gallup Poll 
Survey &GO 131344 

Analysts: Recent Gallup polling has shown that 
while the candidates’ stands on issues are very 
important, perceptions of George W. Bush’s and 
Al Gore’s personal qualities and characteristics 
will also have a significant impact on many 
Americans’ vote choices. On five occasions in 
2000, Gallup asked the public to choose between 


the candidates on a number of personal qualities 
The results of the most recent poll show that 
Bush has gained on Gore since the Democratic 
National Convention in terms of “shares year 
values,” “cares about the needs of people like 
you,” “has a vision for the country,” and “gener¬ 
ally agrees with you on the issues you care 
about.” Since August, and perhaps as a result of 
the first debate, Bush has made major gains in the 
voters’ perceptions of the candidate who is "hon¬ 
est and trustworthy” and is a “likeable person." 
On the other hand, and again perhaps as a result 
of the debate. Bush has lost ground to Gore on 
“understands complex issues.” 


Summary of Gore/Bush Advantage 
on Character 
(Based on Likely Voters) 


Gore 

Bush 

Point 

advan¬ 

tage 

Understands complex 
issues 

47% 

36% 

+ 11 

Can manage the 
government 
effectively 

44 

45 

-1 

Cares about the needs 
of people like you 

44 

46 


Generally agrees with 
you on the issues 
you care about 

Ad 

1 1 

48 

-4 

Shares your values 

42 

47 

-5 

Has a vision for the 
country’s future 

40 

46 

-6 

Is a strong and 
decisive leader 

38 

48 

-10 

Is a likeable person 

38 

49 

-11 

Is honest and 
trustworthy 

34 

48 

-14 

+ Advantage indicates Gore lead 
— Advantage indicates Bush lead 




Forty-seven percent of likely voters say tlu' 
Bush shares their values, compared with 42 < 
who say this about Gore. The 3-point gain in 
Bush’s positioning on this issue since August and 
Gore’s 5-point drop are similar to the change in 
the overall ballot positioning of the two men 
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during that time period. However, Bush and Gore 
are basically tied on “cares about the needs of 
people like you,” as they were back in April, be¬ 
fore the campaigns were in full swing. The public 
perception of this quality has ebbed and flowed 
throughout the past seven months. Bush had a 10- 
point advantage following the Republican con¬ 
vention, while Gore had a 9-point advantage 
following the Democratic convention. Now, as 
noted, the candidates are essentially tied 

“Generally agrees with you on the issues 
you care about” tends to track the ballot position¬ 
ing of the candidates: Bush has gained slightly 
and Gore has lost slightly since mid-August 
Forty-six percent of likely voters choose Bush as 
the candidate who “has a vision for the country’s 
future,” compared with 40% of likely voters who 
choose Gore. Although Bush led on this dimen¬ 
sion consistently from April to early August, the 
public reversed its assessment immediately fol¬ 
lowing Gore’s successful Democratic convention, 
giving Gore a 4-point lead over Bush. Since that 
time, Bush has regained some strength on the “vi¬ 
sion” dimension and is essentially back where he 
was vis-a-vis Gore in April. 

“Is a strong and decisive leader" is one of 
the two dimensions on which voters have not 
changed their stance much since August as well 
as one dimension on which Bush has consistently 
led Gore, even after the Democratic convention 
Bush’s lead was as much as 31 points immedi¬ 
ately after the GOP convention: and while it fell 
to only 11 points after the Democratic conven¬ 
tion, Bush maintained his lead. Now, some six 
weeks later. Bush is still ahead but essentially by 
the same margin as in mid-August. 

Gore tied Bush on “can manage government 
effectively” after the Democratic convention, 
and, unlike most other measures, this one has not 
changed much since. “Is honest and trustworthy” 
is one of the two dimensions on which there has 
been the most change from mid-August to (lie 
present. Bush led Gore on the “honesty” dimen¬ 
sion in July and August, but fell slightly behind 
in mid-August. Now, after the first debate. Bush 
is ahead by 14 points. Bush has risen by 9 points 
°n this dimension, while Gore has lallen by 6 
points. Bush has also made significant gains on 


is a likeable person” since August, the only 
other time this question was asked. 

The only candidate characteristic on which 
voters currently give Gore significantly higher rat¬ 
ings than Bush is “understands complex issues,” 
Forty-seven percent of likely voters choose Gore 
as better understanding complex issues; 36% say 
that Bush does. Gore led Bush on this issue in 
April, while Bush pulled back ahead by slight mar¬ 
gins in late July and in early August following the 
GOP convention. In mid-August, after the Demo¬ 
cratic convention. Gore moved back ahead. Now, 
contrary to the general movement of ihe senti¬ 
ments of the voters over the intervening period of 
time, Gore is ahead again by an 11-point margin 

OCTOBER 11 
YUGOSLAVIA 

Interview Dales: 10/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey "GO 131659 

Do son approve or disapprove of the wav 
Bill Clinton is handling foreign affairs? 

Approve...55% 

Disapprove.35 

No opinion ... .... .10 


How closely have you been following news 
about the recent events relating to the presi¬ 
dential election in Yugoslavia involving 
Slobodan Milosevic—very closely, some' 
w hat closely, not too closely, or not at all ‘ 


Very' closely . .. 
Somewhat dose!) 
Not too closely .. 
Not at all closely 
No opinion ... 


,15% 

36 

26 

23 


*Less than ! % 


Do von approve or disapprove oj the 11 o\ 
Bill Clinton is handling the .situation in 
Yugoslavia 7 

52% 

Approve.*.. 

Disapprove. 

No opinion. 
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If Milosevic is removed from all po wer in 
the Yugoslavian government, do you favor 
or oppose the commitment of U.S. financial 
aid to help rebuild Yugoslavia's business 
and educational infrastructure? 

Favor.-..* • -46% 

Oppose.47 

No opinion .. ..... .7 

Analysis: According to a Gallup Poll conducted 
October 6-9. a small majority (52%) approves of 
the way Bill Clinton is handling the situation in 
Yugoslavia. In addition, the public is evenly di¬ 
vided on whether the United States should give 
financial aid to Yugoslavia’s business and educa¬ 
tional infrastructure if Slobodan Milosevic is re¬ 
moved from all power in the government. 
Forty-six percent are in favor and forty-seven 
percent are opposed to such a commitment. 

Republicans and Democrats have significant 
disagreements about using U.S. money to aid 
Yugoslavia. Thirty-eight percent of Republicans 
favor committing aid, while 54% oppose this 
idea. Among independents, there is also net op¬ 
position, by 50% to 42%. Democrats, on the 
other hand, support aid by 55% to 39%. How¬ 
ever. among those who are following the events 
closely, even Republicans tilt toward committing 
aid, by 48% to 45%, compared with a 64% to 
32% margin of support among attentive indepen¬ 
dents and a lopsided 74% to 24% margin among 
attentive Democrats. 

The slight majority that approves of Presi¬ 
dent Clinton's reaction to the recent Yugoslavian 
situation is comparable to the number of people 
who approved of his handling of the situation in 
Kosovo in June 1999 (55%). This is slightly 
lower than the percentage of people who approve 

of the way he is handling foreign affairs generally 
(55%). ’ 

OCTOBER 11 

TAPPING AMERICA’S OIL RESERVES 

Interview Dates: 10/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey *?GO 131659 


Who or what do you think is responsible f 0 
the recent increase in the price of 
and home heating oil? " >e 


Oil-producing nations .... 

Oil companies . 

Federal government. 

Clinton administration 

American consumers. 

Greed, profit motive . 

The economy. 

Politicians .. 

Big business .. 

High taxes . 

Low supply, shortage. 

EPA regulations. 

Energy Department policies 

Distributors .... 

U.S. trade policies. 

Vehicle manufacturers .... 

Other . .... 

No opinion.. 


****** ft 



• •. 2n 
...16 
...13 

•9 
■ .. 3 

9 

* ' * i i. 

... .2 


....2 
-...1 
....1 
■.. .1 

.. . 1 

.. ..1 
* 

1 ■ * m 

jfe 


.3 

16 


*Less than 1% 


Do you favor or oppose the recent decision 
by the Clinton administration to release 30 
million barrels of oil from the Strategn 
Petroleum Reserve? 

Favor...... 58% 

Oppose..36 

No opinion ....6 


Analysis: A recent Gallup Poll finds that 58% 
favor the president’s decision to release 30 mil¬ 
lion barrels of oil from the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve, while 36% oppose it. Support for the de¬ 
cision is consistent across all regions of the coun¬ 
try, with slightly higher levels in the East (60%). 
where most heating oil is consumed and where 
prices are likely to rise again this winter. The de¬ 
cision was also supported more strongly by those 
earning less than $30,000 annually, the income 
group most likely to be affected by increases in 
energy prices. 

Oil-producing nations, led largely by mem¬ 
bers of OPEC (Organization of Petroleum 
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Exporting Countries), are blamed by 29% 0 f 
Americans for the recent increase m prices for 
gasoline and home heating oil. This number com¬ 
pares with the 23% who blamed that group m a 
June Gallup Poll. Oil companies appear to be get¬ 
ting a small break from public criticism: in June, 
29% blamed the oil companies for high prices,* 
but that level fell to 16% in the current poll. 

Twenty-two percent of Americans, when 
asked to name who they beiieved to be respon¬ 
sible for the price increases, named either the 
federal government (13%) or the Clinton admin¬ 
istration (9%). Among demographic groups, the 
federal government was selected consistently by 
between 11% and 17% of all groups, while 
Republicans tended to blame the Clinton ad¬ 
ministration more than did Democrats and 
independents. 


OCTOBER 11 
PRESIDENT CLINTON 


Interview Dales: 10/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131659 


Do you approve or disapprove of the way 
Bill Clinton is handling: 


His job as president? 

Approve. 58 % 

Disapprove. 37 

No opinion . 5 

The economy? 

Approve.71% 


Disapprove ..24 

No opinion..5 


Foreign of airs? 


'Jviu 51 


.rom declining job approval ratings 
m his last year in office. BUI Clinton appears lo 
be holding h.s own as his months left in office 
dwmdle down. In a Gallup Poll conducted Octo- 
er of this year, 58% approve of the job he is 
domg as president. The percent approv.ng of 
Chnton s handling of the presidency Has re¬ 
mained consistently in the high 50s to low 60s 
throughout 1999 and 2000. and the current 58% 
is above the average for Clinton’s entire term 
which is 54% to date. The high point came in 
December 1998. when 73% approved of the job 
he was doing. Clinton’s low point was in June 
1993, when only 37% approved. 

The public's perceptions of President 
Clinton s handling of the economy and foreign 
affairs have also remained relatively constant in 
the last year, despite recent increases in oil and 
gas prices and unrest in the Middle East and in 
Yugoslavia Currently. 71% approve of the way 
Clinton is handling the economy, and 55% ap¬ 
prove of his handling of foreign affairs. These 
most recent findings closely resemble those ob¬ 
tained during 1999 and 2000. 


OCTOBER 12 

SECOND PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE 

Interview Date: 10/11/00 
CNN/t/5,1 ToJayJGMup Poll 
Survey 4GO 131697 


Regardless of which candidate you happen to 
support , who do vou think did the better job 
in the debate—A! Gore, or George W. Bush ? 



2000 

2000 


Oct n 

Oct 3 

Gore.- .. 

... .36% 

48% 

Bush .... . 

. .49 

41 

Neither; both equally (vol.); 
no opinion . .. 

.. .15 

II 


Approve. 

Disapprove 
No opinion 


55 % How would you rate the job that Al Gore did 

,35 in the debate tonight—excellent, good, only 

..10 fair, or poor * 
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2000 

2000 

Oct 11 

Oct 3 

Excellent .*. IS/o 

HnnH .-54 

25% 

51 

Only fair ... .25 

20 

4 

-1 - . * 

No opinion.* • * * 

* 

+ Less than 1 % 


How would xott rate the job that George W. 

Bush did in the debate tonight- 
good, only fair, or poor? 

-excellent. 

2000 

2000 

Oct 11 

Oct 3 

Excellent .*. 29% 

20 % 

flood ..* * .51 

50 

Only fair.*.i 8 

27 

Poor .«**..**•«* 1 *2 

3 

No opinion. .* 

* 

*Less than 1% 



How has your opinion of A! Gore been af¬ 
fected by the debate—is your opinion of 
Gore more favorable, less favorable, or has 
it not changed much ? 



2000 

2000 


Oct 11 

Oct 3 

More favorable ... 

14 % 

■ i # ■ * *- ■ Ai * * * ■ fc f 

27% 

Less favorable .,. 

.16 

18 

Not changed much 

.60 

55 

No opinion. 

£ 

* * # * # * - * * * *■ * * 

* 

*Less than 1% 




How has your opinion of George W. Bush 
been affected by the debate—is your opinion 
of Bush more favorable, less favorable, or 
has it not changed much ? 



2000 

2000 


Oct 11 

Oct 3 

More favorable ... 

40% 

34% 

Less favorable ... 

. 12 

14 

Not changed much 

.47 

52 

No opinion. 

■ i' • • 1111 ■. * 1 

* 


*Less than 1% 

Asked of Gore supporters; When we called 
you this past week, you told us that voit 


planned to vote for Al Gore. As a result of 
tonight's debate, are you more certain in 
your vote, less certain, or has your vote de¬ 


cision not been affected? 

More certain..45% 

Less certain . 4 

Not been affected. 43 

Switched to Bush (vol.) ..2 

No opinion.* 

*Less than i % 


Asked of Bush supporters ; When we called 
you this past week, yott told us that you 
planned to vote for George VV. Bush. As a 
result of tonight s debate, are you more cer¬ 
tain in your vote, less certain, or has your 
vote decision not been affected? 


More certain.60% 

Less certain .4 

Not been affected.35 

Switched to Gore (vol.). I 

No opinion.* 

*Less than 1% 


Thinking about the following characteristics 
and qualities, please say whether you think 
each one better described Al Gore or 
George VV. Bush during tonight's debate: 

Was more likeable? 

Gore.31% 

Bush ..., ... .56 

Both equally; neither (vol.)... .1- 

No opinion. 


Agreed with you more on the issues you cure 
about? 


Gore. 

Bush. 

Both equally; neither (vol.). 

No opinion. 


.43% 
.52 
. .5 


Expressed himself more clearly? 

Gore. 

Bush... 

Both equally; neither (voi.). 

No opinion...* 


.47% 

.39 

.13 
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Whs more believable? 


Gore ...»- . 

Bush.. *. 

Both equally; neither (vol.) 
No opinion... 

*Less than 1 % 


... .38% 
.. .51 
....11 


As a result of tonight's debate, do you be¬ 
lieve that Al Gore has the honesty and trust¬ 
worthiness to be a good president, or not? 

Yes.55% 

No ...40 

No opinion. ..5 

As a result of tonight's debate, do you be¬ 
lieve that George VV, Bush has the intelli¬ 
gence and knowledge to be a good president, 
or not ? 


Yes...70% 

No.....27 

No opinion....3 


Regardless of which presidential candidate 
you support, please tell me who you think 
was more unfair in criticizing his opponent — 
AI Gore, or George VV. Bush ? 

Gore .. .41% 

Bush ... 26 

Both; no difference (vol.).26 

No opinion... . .7 

Analysis: A Gatiup Pol!, conducted immediately 
after the second debate between Vice President 
Al Gore and Texas Governor George W. Bush on 
Wednesday evening, shows that among registered 
voters who watched the two candidates exchange 
views on a variety of issues, 49% thought Bush 
did the better job. while 36% said Gore did. in 
the first debate, the vice president received a bet¬ 
ter rating, by a 48% to 41 % margin. 

When viewers were asked separately to rate 
each candidate individually on how well he per¬ 
formed in the debate, 80% said Bush did an ex¬ 
cellent or good job, while 20% said fair or poor 
Gore fared only slightly worse: 72% rated his 
performance as excellent or good, and 28% as 


fair or poor. In the first debate reaction poll. 
Gore s favorable ratings were slightly better than 
Bush’s, with 76% saying Gore did an excellent or 
good job and 24%. a fair or poor job, compared 
with a 70% to 30% rating for Bush. 

For both debates, the performance ratings 
given by the viewers closely mirror the presiden¬ 
tial preferences of the voters who were included 
in the survey. Among respondents in the current 
debate reaction poll, 52% indicated in pre-debate 
interviews that they w'ere Bush supporters and 
42% Gore supporters, a ! 0-point advantage that 
is slightly smaller than the 13-point margin by 
which Bush won the debate. In the first debate, 
the margins were reversed, with viewers indicat¬ 
ing in pre-debate polling that they supported 
Gore by a 3-point margin, but giving him a 7- 
point margin of victory after the debate. 

In the current poll. Bush wins partly because 
the viewers were initially more pro-Bush than 
pro-Gore, but also because Bush’s supporters 
give their candidate a higher margin of victory 
(82% to 7%) than do Gore's supporters (73%- to 
10% ). The relatively few respondents in the sam¬ 
ple (6%) who indicated in pre-debate polling that 
th ey were undecided rated the debate perfor¬ 
mance of the candidates about equally 

As with the last post-debate poll, voters 
were also asked whether they felt more or less fa¬ 
vorably toward each candidate because of the de¬ 
bate Responses to this question also mostly 
mirror voters’ presidential preferences, with re¬ 
spondents giving Bush the advantage over Gore 
Overall, respondents feel more favorably toward 
Bush by 40% to 12% (the rest indicating no 
change) and more favorably toward Gore by 24% 
to 16% (60% saying no change) When voters 
were asked whether their support for their pre¬ 
ferred candidate is now more certain or less cer¬ 
tain or is unchanged, on!) 4% each of Gore s and 
Bush’s supporters have become less certain. 
However, 60% of Bush s supporters say their 
vote is now more certain because of the debate 
compared with 46%' of Gore s supporters 

Viewers were asked to rate the candidates 
on four personal characteristics Bush was rated 
as more likeable, more believable, and more in 
accord with the issues that the respondents care 
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about. Gore, on the other hand, was rated better 
in expressing himself. Bush’s margins on two of 
the characteristics—believability and issues 
mostly reflect the pro-Bush sample of viewers, 
but his 25-point advantage on being likeable far 
exceeds the 10 -point margin of voter support he 
receives among viewers, suggesting that many 
Democrats as well as most Republicans view the 
Texas governor that way Similarly, Gore’s 8 - 
point advantage on expressing himself more 
clearly shows that many Republicans, as well as 
most Democrats, rate the vice president highly on 
that item. 

In recent days, the candidates' campaigns 
have stepped up their attacks on their opponents, 
with the Gore campaign questioning Bush’s com¬ 
mand of the issues and the Bush campaign ques¬ 
tioning Gore’s integrity. The poll thus asked 
viewers whether Bush has the intelligence and 
knowledge to be a good president, and whether 
Gore has the honesty and trustworthiness to be a 
good president. The results show that, overall, 
viewers give an affirmative response to Bush’s 
intelligence and knowledge by 70% to 27%, 
while the margin in favor of Gore’s honesty and 
trustworthiness is smaller, with 55% saying yes 
and 40% saying no. The poll also shows that each 
candidate’s group of supporters rate their own 
candidate positively by overwhelming margins: 
by 97% to 1 %, Bush’s supporters say he has the 
intelligence and knowledge to be a good presi¬ 
dent, and by 95% to 5% Gore's supporters say he 
is honest and trustworthy. Bush's supporters are 
somewhat more negative about Gore, however, 
than are Gore's supporters about Bush. 

Several times during the debate, Gore at¬ 
tacked Buslrs record in Texas. The poll shows 
that viewers seemed to react negatively to that 
tactic, as 41% say Gore was more unfair than 
Bush in criticizing his opponent, while 26% say 
that Bush was more unfair. 

OCTOBER 13 

MISS AMERICA PAGEANT 

Interview Dates: 10 / 6 - 9/00 
Gallup PoU News Service 
Survey #GO 131659 


As you may know, the 80th Miss America 
pageant will be held on Saturday, October 14 
in Atlantic City . How interested are you , per¬ 
sonally, in watching the Miss America 
pageant telecast this year—extremely inter- 
ested, very interested, somewhat interested, or 
not very interested? 

Extremely interested ... 2 % 


Very interested ... 5 

Somewhat interested . 19 

Not very interested. 73 

No opinion. \ 


Some people think that the Miss America 
pageant should be a contest that judges con¬ 
testants primarily on their looks. Others 
think that the Miss America pageant should 
judge contestants primarily on their talent 
and intelligence. Which comes closer to 
your opinion ? 

Looks primarily... 16% 

Talent and intelligence. .67 

Both (vol.).... .10 

No opinion.7 

If you had a daughter, would you be proud 
and encourage her if she wanted to enter the 
Miss America pageant, or not? 

Yes. 67% 

No .31 

No opinion. 2 

Analysis: On Saturday, October 14, fifty-one 
women representing each U.S. state and the 
District of Columbia will compete in the Miss 
America pageant. In a Gallup Poll conducted 
October 6-9, while roughly three-quarters of re¬ 
spondents (73%) are “not very interested’ in 
watching the Miss America pageant this year, 
two-thirds say that if they had a daughter they 
would be proud and encourage her if she wanted 
to enter the pageant. 

The highest levels of interest are among 
both younger and older people, with less interest 
among those in the middle groups. Among those 
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over age 65, 67% are not very interested in 
watching the pageant, while 72% of 50- to 64- 
year-olds and 79% of 30- to 49-year-olds say 
they are not very interested. Among 18- to 29- 
year-olds, 64% say they are not very interested in 
watching the pageant. 

Contests such as the Miss America pageant 
are often referred to as “beauty pageants," but 
key portions of the program are based on the tal¬ 
ent of the contestant and how astutely each 
woman can answer questions. The majority 
(67%) believe that the Miss America pageant 
should be judged primarily on “talent and intelli¬ 
gence,” while just 16% say that it should be 
based primarily on “looks." Men are more likely 
than women to say that the pageant should pri¬ 
marily be based on looks, by a 26% to 6 % mar¬ 
gin. The overall percentage who say that looks 
should be the primary determinant of victory in 
the contest has gone up slightly from 11 % m 
1990, when this question was last asked, 

Gallup also asked the public if they would 
be proud and encourage their daughter if she 
wanted to enter the Miss America pageant 
Among the general population, 67% say yes, 
while 31% say they would not—almost identical 
to the responses to the same question in 1990 
(65% vs. 30%). There is no major difference in 
responses between men and women, but age does 
play a factor. Among 18- to 29-year-olds, S 2 % 
would encourage a daughter to enter, but this per¬ 
centage drops to 70% among 30- to 49 -year-olds 
and 56% among those 50 and older. 

OCTOBER 13 

PERSONAL HAPPINESS AND OPTIMISM 
ABOUT THE FUTURE 

Interview Dates: 10/6-9/00 
Gallup Pol! News Service 
Survey #GO 131659 

Generally speaking, how happy would you 
say you are—very happy, fairly happy, or 
not too happy? 

Very Fairly Not 100 

happy happy happy* 

2000 Oct 6-9 .47% 47 % 5% 


1996 Mar 8 -! 0 . 49 


46 

5 

1992 Feb 28-Mar 1 43 


47 

9 

1991 Feb 21 . 44 


45 

10 

1982 Dec 10 50 


43 

6 

1981 Dec 11 . 44 


51 

5 

1981 Jun 5 ..46 


43 

10 

1977 Nov A .... 4 ^ 


48 

10 

1957 Mar 51 .. 53 


43 

3 

1956 Sep 20f . 53 


42 

5 

*“No opinion” is omitted 




\ Christianity 'Tbcfcrj'/Gallup Poll 



What is your outlook for the United Stales 

during the next twenty years- 

—would' 

you say 

it is very optimistic. 

optim is tic. pessimistic. 

or very pessimistic? 







Very 

Very 

Opn- 

Pessi- 

pessi- 

Optimistic 

mis tic 

mistic 

misttc * 

2000 Oct 6-9. 8 % 

70% 

16% 

4 % 

1991 May 23-26 ..10 

69 

15 

4 

1979 Aug 3-6 .7 

44 

29 

10 

1978 Nov 10—I3t . .8 

55 

23 

6 


*“No opinion" is omitted. 

^Christianity TodayiGn\ lup Poll 

Analysis: According to a recent Gallup Poll, the 
vast majority of Americans are happy on a per¬ 
sonal level and optimistic about die future of the 
United States. Marital status has a powerful im¬ 
pact on the levels of both happiness and opti¬ 
mism. Personal happiness is also significantly 
influenced by religious habits, and political ideol¬ 
ogy is a key indicator of optimism about the fu¬ 
ture of the nation. 

More than nine in ten (94%) describe them¬ 
selves as “very" or “fairly" happy, while nearly one- 
half (47%) classify themselves as very happy. Since 
Gallup began asking this question in 1956, an aver¬ 
age of 47 % have considered themselves very happy, 
vviih a high of 53% in both 1956 and 1957 Marital 
status and religious habits both have a strong infill 
ence on happiness. Individuals who are married 
( 57 %). particularly women (62%), are substantially 
happier tlian diose who are not married (36%). Those 
who attend church weekly or almost weekly (-54%) 
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art' happier than those who attend less often (42%), 
and those who read die Bible daily or weekly (58%) 
are hap pier than those who read it less often (41 %). 

Gender, race, and age do not substantially 
impact on happiness. Females are slightly happier 
than males, with 49% of females saying they are 
very' happy, compared to 45% of males. The lev- 
els of happiness indicated by white and nonwhite 
Americans are virtually identical—47% of whites 
are very' happy, compared to 46% of nonwhites 
While more people aged 65 and older than in any 
other age group describe themselves as very 
happy (53%), this age group also has the largest 
proportion describing themselves as "not too 
happy" (8%). Moreover, slightly more than one- 
half of Republicans describe themselves as very' 
happy (53%), compared to 45% of Democrats 
and 44% of independents. In addition, respon¬ 
dents living in the South and West are slightly 
happier than those living in other regions, and 
city dwellers are slightly happier than their rural 
and suburban counterparts. One-half of those liv¬ 
ing in urban communities are happy, compared to 
48% of those living in rural communities and 
45% in suburban communities. 

Regarding the future of the United States, 
nearly four in five (78%) have optimistic out¬ 
looks As with happiness, marital status signifi¬ 
cantly impacts on optimism, particularly for 
women More than four in five married people 
(82%) express optimism about the future of the 
country, compared to 73% of those who are un¬ 
married, Eighty-five percent of married women 
are optimistic, versus 72% of unmarried women. 

■ L ' ■ who classify their political ideology 
as moderate are more optimistic about the future 
than are conservatives or liberals; and, while 
Republicans are happier than members of the 
other political parties on a personal level, Demo¬ 
crats are somewhat more optimistic about the fu¬ 
ture of the country than are Republicans or 
independents. Eighty-five percent of moderates 
are optimistic, compared to 73% of conservatives 
and 71% of liberals. Eighty-three percent of 
Democrats are optimistic, compared to 75% of 
Republicans and 73% of independents. 

Those expressing satisfaction with the United 
States in general have greater levels of optimism 


than do those who are dissatisfied (89% vs. 5 %% 
And, similarly, those who classify the economic 
conditions in the country as “excellent” or " g00( ]S 
are more optimistic about the future of the United 
States than are those who consider the economic 
conditions to be fair or poor. However, whiles 
(77%) are slightly less optimistic about the future 
of the country than are nonwhites (83%), 

Optimism increases with income and educa¬ 
tion. Nearly nine in ten of those earning $75,000 
or more annually (87%) are optimistic about the 
future of the United Slates, compared to 68% 0 f 
those earning less than $20,000 annually. Nearly 
nine in ten college graduates (88%) are opti¬ 
mistic, versus 70% of those with a high-school 
education or less. Eighty-four percent of those 
with postgraduate degrees are optimistic. 

The impact of religious habits on optimism 
levels about the future is the reverse of their im¬ 
pact on happiness. Those who rarely read the 
Bible (82%) are more optimistic than are those 
who read it daily or weekly (72%), and those who 
attend church infrequently (81%) are more opti¬ 
mistic than are those who attend weekly or al¬ 
most weekly (72%). 

Optimism decreases slightly with age While 
four in five 18- to 29-year-olds are optimistic 
about the future of the United States and nearly as 
many 30- to 49-year-olds and 50- to 64-ycar-olds 
express optimism (79% each), a smaller propor¬ 
tion of those 65 and older (71 %) are optimistic 
While optimism decreases slightly with age and 
men and women tend to express comparable lev¬ 
els of optimism, these patterns change when the 
two variables are considered simultaneously. Men 
grow slightly more optimistic with age, while 
women grow slightly less optimistic 


OCTOBER 16 
MIDDLE EAST 

Interview Dates: i 0/13-14/00 
CNN/C/S4 Tew/ay/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

How closely would you say you have fol¬ 
lowed the recent situation in the Middle East 


340 


THE GALLUP POLL 


involving Israel and the Palestinians—very 
closely, somewhat closely, not too closely, 
or not at all? 


Very closely. 30 % 

Somewhat closely .. 3 q 

Not too closely ..jg 

Not at all ... 

No opinion. 2 


In the Middle East situation, are your sym¬ 
pathies more with the Israelis, or more with 
the Palestinian Arabs? 


Israelis... 

Palestinian Arabs.. 

Both; neither (vol.) . 

No opinion ..... 


.41% 

.11 

.27 

.21 


How concerned are you that the recent 
events in the Middle East will lead to war 
between Israel and the Palestinian Arabs — 
very concerned, somewhat concerned, not 
too concerned, or not at all concerned? 

Very concerned... .41 % 

Somewhat concerned. 39 

Not too concerned.11 

Not at all concerned.7 

No opinion.. 2 


Analysis: A new Gallup Poll shows that Ameri¬ 
cans, by a margin of 41% to 11%, remain more 
sympathetic to Israel than to the Palestinians in 
die Middle East situation. About half indicate that 
they do not lean toward either side or are sympa¬ 
thetic to both. There has been little change in 
these attitudes over the past three months. 
Americans are generally following news accounts 
of the Middle East situation closely, and there is 
significant concern on the part of the U.S. public 
that another war will break out there. 

About seven out of ten Americans are fol¬ 
lowing the recent situation in the Middle East 
closely, a significantly higher number than were 
following the developments in Yugoslavia con¬ 
cerning the toppling of the regime of Slobodan 
Milosevic a week earlier. The latest Gallup Poll, 


conducted October 13-14, finds that only 29% 

are not P a >' in 8 close attention to die Middle East 
situation 

In general, tiie events surrounding the re¬ 
newed outbreak of hostilities in die region over the 
lasL several weeks do not .seem to have altered 
basic perceptions of the Middle East situation in 
the eyes of Americans, at least as far as sympathies 
for the two sides are concerned. The current poll 
Imds very liitle change from July. Forty-one per¬ 
cent now say dial their sympathies are more with 
the Israelis, while 11% say that dieir sympathies 
are more with the Palestinian Arabs. Nine percent 
are sympathetic to both sides, 18% are sympa¬ 
thetic to neitlier side, and 21 % have no opinion. 

Responses to this question have varied over 
the twelve years since it was first asked in 1988. 
hut the U.S. public has always come down on the 
side of the Israelis. Sympathy for Israel reached a 
peak of 64% m February 1991, at the time of the 
Persian Gull War, when Israel was being attacked 
by Iraqi-launched Scud missiles. Since that time, 
however, sympathy for the Israelis over the Pal¬ 
estinians has fluctuated between 38% and 46%. 
while sympathy for the Palestinians has moved 
between 8% and 15%. 

Americans who are following the situation 
most closely are more likely than average to 
come down on the .side of the Israelis, while the 
relatively small number who are not following 
the situation closely are significantly more likely 
to have no opinion on the issue. Furthermore. 
Republicans and those intending to vote for Re¬ 
publican presidential nominee George W Bush 
are stronger in their sympathies for Israel than are 
Democrats and Gore voters In part, this is be¬ 
cause Democrats are less likely to favor either 
side in the conflict. Liberals, a relatively small 
group, evince somewhat stronger support for the 
Palestinian position, although they are still more 
likely 10 favor Israel. 

Jr 

Americans are clearly worried about possi¬ 
ble consequences of the renewed fighting in the 
Middle East. When they are asked about the pos¬ 
sibility that the situation will lead to war in the 
rcrion. eight out of ten are concerned, including 
41% who are "very concerned." (Not surpris¬ 
ingly those who are following the situation 
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closely are much more concerned about the pos¬ 
sibility of war than are those who are not follow¬ 
ing the situation closely). Additionally, older 
people are significantly more concerned than are 

the very young. 

Gallup polling conducted this past summer 
shows that the American public considers bring¬ 
ing about a peaceful solution to the Middle East 
conflict to be an important foreign policy priority. 
Despite the fact that the public’s sympathies gen¬ 
erally lie with Israel as opposed to the Pales¬ 
tinians. the majority of Americans (almost 
three-quarters) think it is better if the United 
States retains a neutral stance in the conflict, 
rather than taking one side or the other. 


2000Oct 12-14 ...43 48 1 

2000 Oct 11—13 .. .44 48 1 

2000 Oct 10-12 .. .45 45 t 

2000 Oct 9-11_45 44 1 

2000 Oct 8-10_45 45 l 

2000 Oct 7-9 .44 47 I 

2000 Oct 6-8 .42 50 f 

2000 Oct 5-7.41 49 1 

2000 Oct 4-6.41 48 1 

2000 Oct 3-5 .45 44 1 

2000 Oct 2-4.51 40 1 

2000 Oct 1-3 .49 41 I 


’‘ “Other (vol.); no opinion” is omitted. 
tLess than 1 % 


1 

2 
3 
2 
2 

3 

4 
4 
4 
4 
2 
2 


OCTOBER 17 

PRESIDENTIAL PRE-DEBATE 
TRIAL HEAT 


Compared to previous elections, are you 
more enthusiastic about voting than usual, 
or less enthusiastic? 


interview Dates: 10/13—15/00 

CNNIUSA Tcdav/Gallup Poll 


More 

Less 

Same 

(vol); 

Survey #GO 131344 


enthusi¬ 

enthusi¬ 

IW 

Now, suppose that the presidential election 
were being held today, and it included Al 

Likely Voters 

2000 Oct 13-15 .. 

astic 

.. .38% 

astic 

36% 

opinion 

26% 

Gore and Joe Liebennan as the Democratic 

2000 Mar 10-12 .. 

.. .43 

31 

26 

Party’s candidates, George IK Bush and Dick 

2000 Jan 7-10 .... 

...49 

31 

20 

Cheney as the Republican Party’s candidates, 
Pat Buchanan and Ezola Foster as the 

Registered Voters 

2000 Oct 13-15 .. 

.. .38 

39 

23 

Reform Party candidates, and Ralph Nader 

2000 Mar 10-12 .. 

.. .39 

38 

23 

and Winona LaDuke as the Green Party' can- 

2000 Jan 7-10 ... . 

.. .45 

37 

18 

didates. Would you vote for Al Gore and Joe 

Liebennan, the Democrats; George W. Bush 

Are the vresidential candidates talking 

and Dick Cheney, the Republicans: Pat 

about issues \ou really care about, 

or not 1 

Buchanan and Ezola Foster, the Reform 
Party candidates; or Ralph Nader and 
Winona LaDuke, the Green Party candi¬ 


Yes 

No 

No 

opinion 

dates? [IF UNSURE: As of today, do you 
lean toward Al Gore and Joe Liebennan, the 

Likely Voters 

2000 Oct 13-15 .. 

.. .81% 

17% 

2% 

Democrats; George W. Bush and Dick 

2000 Mar 10-12 .. 

, ..63 

34 

3 

Cheney, the Republicans; Pat Buchanan and 

2000 Jan 7-10 

...61 

33 

6 

Ezola Foster, the Refonn Party candidates; 
or Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the 

Registered Voters 
2000 Oct 13-15 .. 

.. .77 

20 

3 

Green Party candidates?] 

2000 Mar 10-12 .. 

.. .61 

35 

4 

Gore/ Bush/ Buchanan/ Nader/ 

2000 Jan 7-10 .... 

...57 

35 

8 

Uehentian Chcnev Foster LaDuke* 

Likely Voters 

Does the outcome of tills 

year s presidential 


2000 Oct 13 15 .. .44% 47% 1% 3% election matter to you more than in previous 
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years, less than in previous years, or about 
the same ? 



More 

Less 

About 

the 

same, 

no 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Oct 13-15 ... 

. .49% 

5% 

46% 

Registered Voters 

2000 Oct 13-15 ... 

..47 

5 

48 


Asked of likely voters; If he were president, 
who do you think would better handle each of 
the following, Al Core or George XV. Bush: 

The Middle East crisis involving Israel and 
the Palestinians? 

Gore ....47% 

Bush ..43 

Both equally (vol.); no opinion..10 

The situation involving the attack on the 
U.S. Navy ship Cole in Yemen? 


Gore ....41% 

Bush..46 


Both equally (vol.); no opinion.13 

Analysis: The presidential race remains close as 
the candidates prepare for the third and final de¬ 
bate Tuesday night in St Louis, Missouri. Repub¬ 
lican nominee George W. Bush leads Democratic 
nominee Al Gore by a slight 47% to 44% margin 
in Gallup polling conducted Friday through 
Sunday, October 13—15. The two candidates had 
been tied for several days before the second de¬ 
bate last week, but the elfects of the debate ap¬ 
parently worked to Bush’s advantage, as the 
Republican moved ahead of Gore with a 48% to 
43% lead in Thursday, Friday, and Saturday s in¬ 
terviews, and then to the 47% to 44% figure 
recorded for Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 

There are several indicators in the latest 
polling data that Bush voters are slightly, but not 
greatly, more enthusiastic at this time about their 
candidate than are Gore voters: 


* When asked if they feet strongly or just 
moderately about their vote, 30% of likely 
voters end up being classified as strong 
Bush voters, compared to 26% who are 
strong Gore voters 

* Bush voters are a little more likely than 
Gore voters to say that they are more enthu¬ 
siastic about voting this year than in previ¬ 
ous elections, by a 43% to 36% margin 

* Bush voters are also slightly more likely 
to say that the outcome of this year's pres¬ 
idential election matters to them more 
than those of previous years. Fifty-five 
percent of Bush voters say that the out¬ 
come matters to them more this year, 
compared to 49% of Gore voters 

Two news stones have dominated the media 
in the last week: the Middle East crisis, and the 
attack on the USS Cole m Yemen. When asked 
directly who could better handle each of these 
two situations, likely voters give Gore a slight 
edge on the Middle East, while Bush is given the 
slight edge on being able to handle the situation 
involving the Cole. These responses generally re¬ 
flect past data that show that Bush has been given 
significantly more credit than Gore 'or handling 
military and national defense issues, but that 
Bush and Gore have been perceived as more 
evenly matched when it conies to foreign affairs. 
More generally, they suggest that the dominance 
of these two news events does not create a signif¬ 
icantly stronger advantage in the minds of voters 
for one of the two major candidates than for the 
other at this time. 

Are voters in general more enthusiastic 
about this year's election than in the past .’ The 
latest poll shows mixed results Thirty-eight per¬ 
cent of likely voters say more enthusiastic, while 
36% say less enthusiastic than usual. These num¬ 
bers are down slightly from early in the year, par¬ 
ticularly from March, when 43% said more 
enthusiastic and only 31% said less enthusiastic. 
Voting turnout was higher than anticipated in 
some of the early primaries, a fact attributed to 
the attractiveness of candidates such as John 
McCain and Bill Bradley. Apparently, some of 
the excitement generated in the early primary 
months has worn off. Voters this year are also 
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more likely to say that the election matters to 
them more than previous elections (49%) than in 
October 1996 (41%). 

An overwhelming majority (81%) of likely 
voters this year say that the candidates are talking 
about issues that they (the voters) really care 
about, while only 17% say that they are not. This 
number is higher than responses to the same 

question earlier this year. 

Regardless of whom they are voting for, a 
third of likely voters who indicated a choice for 
president say that they support their candidate 
only “moderately," rather than strongly. These re¬ 
sults. when added to the percentage of the sample 
that is undecided, suggest that four in ten voters 
overall are not strongly committed to a candidate 
Tnus, the potential for additional changes in the 
race during the remaining three weeks until 
Election Day appears quite significant. 


OCTOBER 18 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM 
AND “SOFT MONEY” 

Interview Dates: 10/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131659 

Some people say that major changes to the 
laws governing campaign finance could suc¬ 
ceed m reducing the power of special inter¬ 
ests in Washington, Other people say that no 
matter what new laws are passed, special in¬ 
terests will always find a way to maintain 
their power m Washington. Which comes 
closer to your point of view? 

Major changes reduce power.28% 

Special interests maintain power.64 

Neither; other (vol.); no opinion. 8 

Thinking about any new campaign finance 
laws that might be passed, which of the fol¬ 
lowing is more important to you—protecting 
the freedom of individuals to support political 
candidates and parties financially, or pro¬ 
tecting the government from excessive influ¬ 
ence by campaign contributors? 


Protecting individuals . 

Protecting government. 

No opinion..... 



As you may know, "soft money ” i s t / le 
amount of money that individuals, busi¬ 
nesses, and labor unions are legally allowed 
to contribute to the national political par¬ 
ties. Would you favor or oppose new federal 
laws limiting the amount of soft money that 
any individual or group can contribute to 
the national political parties ? 


Favor. jo% 

Oppose.. ..24 

No opinion... .4 


Do you think campaign laws limiting “soft 
money" would hurt the Republican Partv 
more than the Democratic Party, hurt the 
Democratic Party more than the Republican 
Party, or affect the two parties equally? 


Hurt Republican Party more .13% 

Hurt Democratic Party more. 12 

Affect two parties equally.69 

No opinion .. 6 

Analysis: According to a Gallup Poll conducted 
October 6-9, a sizeable majority (72%) would 
favor new federal laws limiting the amount of 
“soft money" that any individual or group may 
contribute to the national political parties, while 
24% oppose the idea. At the same time, while 
28% believe major changes could succeed in re¬ 
ducing special interest influence, most people 
(64%) believe that special interests will always 
find a way to maintain their power in Washing¬ 
ton. Despite general pessimism about the poten¬ 
tial for legislation to mute the voices of special 
interests, 61% say it is more important to protect 
the government from the excessive influence of 
campaign contributors, while 34% say that pro¬ 
tecting the freedom of individuals to support their 
candidates is more important. 

Although Senator John McCain used his bid 
for the Republican presidential nomination to 
highlight the importance of campaign finance 
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reform, most Republican politicians have ex¬ 
pressed concern about limiting or banning soft 
money altogether; they assert that the Democratic 
Party would benefit from the legislation dispro¬ 
portionately. A majority of the public, however, 
disagrees; almost 70% think that limits on soft 
money would affect the two parties equally. Ma¬ 
jorities of both Republicans (71%) and Demo¬ 
crats (75%) favor limiting soft money. The issue 
has received considerable attention by both presi¬ 
dential candidates during the genera! campaign 
In fact, A1 Gore has proclaimed that if he is 
elected president, the first bill he will send to 
Congress will be the bipartisan McCain-Feingold 
Bill. This piece of legislation bans soft money al¬ 
together as well as makes a host of other changes 
in campaign finance law. 


OCTOBER 18 

THIRD PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE 

Interview Date: 10/17/00 
CUN/USA Today/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131698 

How much of tonight’s presidential debate 
did you happen to watch—all or most, about 
half, only some, hardly any of it, or none ? 



All or 

About 

Only 

some, 

hardly 

any: 


most 

half 

none 

2000 Oct 17 

.81% 

12 % 

7% 

2000 Oct 11 

..77 

15 

8 

2000 Oct 3 . 

O 1 

■ 1 m 4 + # ' ^ ^ 

10 

9 


Regardless of which candidate you happen to 
support, who do you think did the better job 
in the debate —A/ Gore, or George IV. Bush? 

Neither; 

hath 

equally 

(vol.); 

no 



Gore 

Bush 

opinion 

2000 Oct 17 

.46% 

44% 

10 % 

2000 Oct 11 

.36 

49 

14 

2000 Oct 3 . 

.,48 

41 

10 


How would you rate the job that At Gore did 
in the debate tonight — excellent, good, only 
fair, or poor? 



£r ceiknt Good 

Only fair 

Poor* 

2000 Oct 17 .. 

-.. .28% 49% 

19% 

3% 

2000 Ocl 11 .. 

....18 54 

25 

3 

2000 Oct 3 ... 

....25 51 

20 

4 

*“No opinion" 

is omitted. 



How would you rate the job 

< that George IV 

Bush did 

in the debate tonight — excellent. 

good, only fair, or poor 7 




Excellent Good 

Only fair 

Poor m 

2000 Oct 17 .. 

... .24% 47% 

24% 

4% 

2000 Oct 11 .. 

....29 51 

18 

2 

2000 Oct 3 ... 

....20 50 

27 

3 

*“No opinion" 

is omitted. 



How has 

vour opinion of A1 Gore been af- 

fee ted by 

the debate—is ; 

your opinion of 

Gore more favorable, less favorable. 

or has 

it not changed much ? 




More 

Less 

Not 


favor- 

favor- i 

.‘hanged 


able 

able 

tmu h* 

2000 Oct 17 . 

_ 29% 

22% 

49% 

2000 Oct 11 . 

. .24 

16 

60 

2000 Ocl 3 .. 

_ 27 

18 

55 

*“No opinion” 

is omitted. 



How has 

vour opinion of 

George XV Hush 

been affected by the debate 

—is your . 

opinion 

of Bush more favorable, h 

?ss favorable, or 

has it not 

changed much ? 




More 

Less 

Not 


favor - 

favor- 

changed 


able 

able 

much * 

2000 Oct 17 

. 31% 

17% 

52% 

2000 Ocl 11 - 

. 40 

12 

48 

2000 Oct 3 .. 

. 34 

14 

52 

■ 1! “No opinion 

' is omitted 



Thinking 

about the following c/iarac 

reristics 

and aualities, please sav v 

vheiher yott think 

each on 

e better described At G 

1 are or 

George V 

\ ! Bush duinig tonight’s del 

>ate: 
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Was mart’ likeable? 


Gore.-.. 

Bush . .-. 

Both equally; neither (vol); no opinion 


31% 

60 


Agreed with you more on the issues you care 
about? 


Gore.*.. 

Bush... 

Both equally; neither (vol.); no opinion 


.45% 

. 51 

.4 


Expressed himself more clearly? 


Gore...57% 

Bush.33 

Both equally; neither (vol.); no opinion ,, .10 

Was more believable? 


Gore... .41% 

Bush .52 

Both equally; neither (vol.); no opinion .7 


Was more in touch with the average voter? 


Gore.....45% 

Bush.47 

Both equally; neither (vol.); no opinion .8 


Regardless of which presidential candidate 
you support, please tell me who you think 
was more unfair in criticizing his opponent — 
A/ Gore, or George W. Bush ? 


Gore .. 

Bush.... 

Both; no difference (vol.); no opinion 


_56% 

.25 

.19 


Again, regardless of which presidential candi¬ 
date you support, who do you think did a bet¬ 
ter job of directly answering the questions the 
people asked—AI Gore, or George W. Bush? 


Gore 

Bush .... 


■ 1 4 


■ * ■ 


Both; no difference (vol.); no opinion ..,. 


. .40% 
. .51 

...9 


Analysis: According to a Gallup Poll conducted 
immediately after the third presidential debate 
ended, neither candidate succeeded in niovin° 
ahead of his opponent in any substantial way 
Overall, 46% of registered voters who watched 
the debate said Gore did the better job, while 
44% said Bush did. Separately, 77% of the view¬ 
ers thought Gore did an excellent or good job 
compared with 71% who thought that about 
Bush. These slight margins in favor of Gore came 
despite the fact that respondents had indicated in 
pre-debate polling that they favored Bush by a 9- 
point margin, 52% to 43%. Gore’s supporters, 
however, rated him the winner by a smaller mar¬ 
gin of 66 points, 76% to 10%. 

The poll also shows that few viewers were 
impressed enough by their candidate’s opponent 
to consider changing their vote. Ninety-six per¬ 
cent of Gore’s supporters said that as a conse¬ 
quence of the debate, they either felt more certain 
(58%) of their support or had not been affected in 
their commitment (38%). Virtually the same pro¬ 
portions expressed that view among Bush sup¬ 
porters: 95% had either become more certain of 
their vote for Bush (58%) or had not been af¬ 
fected in their commitment (37%). 

Viewers of the debate said Bush was the 
more likeable candidate by a 60% to 31% mar¬ 
gin, while at the same time crediting Gore with 
expressing himself more clearly, by a 57% to 
33% margin. Unlike most of the other candidate 
ratings, these two do not closely mirror viewers' 
9-point ballot lead for Bush, but instead depict 
much crossover support. Over a quarter of Bush's 
supporters (29%) acknowledge that Gore did a 
better job expressing himself, and a similar num¬ 
ber of Gore’s supporters (26%) acknowledge that 
Bush was the more likeable candidate This pat¬ 
tern is similar to that found in the last debate, 
suggesting that voters have a durable image ol 
the candidates. 

Viewers also said that Bush was more be¬ 
lievable than Gore by a 52% to 41% margin, and 
that Bush agreed with them on the issues they 
cared about by 51% to 45%. These views closely 
minor voters’ presidential preferences, with Bush 
faring slightly better than his ballot lead on being 
believable, and slightly worse on the issues. The 
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viewers saw hardly any difference between the 
two candidates on being more in touch with the 
average voter: 47% said Bush was more in touch, 
while 45% gave honor to Gore. 

Several times during the debate, Gore criti¬ 
cized Bush’s proposals, eliciting objections from 
the Texas governor. The poll shows that, as in the 
last debate, when Gore attacked Bush’s proposals 
and record in Texas, viewers seemed to react neg¬ 
atively to that tactic. Fifty-six percent said Gore 
was more unfair than Bush in criticizing his oppo¬ 
nent, while 25% said that Bush was more unfair. 
After the second debate, viewers found Gore more 
unfair than Bush by a 41% to 26% margin. 

OCTOBER 19 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS/ 

PERSONAL FINANCES 

Interview Oates: 10/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131659 

How would you rate economic conditions in 
this country today—as excellent, good, only 
fair, or poor? 


Excellent, Only fair, No 


2000 Oct 6-9 .. 

good 

. 71% 

poor 

28% 

opuuon 

1% 

2000 Aug 18-19 

.74 

25 

I 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

.74 

25 

1 

2000 May 18-21 

.66 

33 

1 

2000 Apr 3-9 .. 

.60 

39 

1 

2000 Jan 7-10 ., 

, i, •» *71 

28 

1 

Right now, 

do you think that economic con- 

wt 

ditions in the country as a whole are getting 

better, or getting worse '* 

Gening Getting Same 
better worse (vol) 

2000 Oct 6-9 . 54% 34% 10% 

No 

opinion 

2 '% 

2000 Aug 18—19 

. ..60 

26 10 

4 

2000 Jul 25-26 

.. .58 

29 9 

4 

2000 May 18-21 

. . .52 

37 9 

2 

2000 Jan 7-10 . 

. - .69 

23 6 

? 


Next, ire are interested in how people s fi¬ 
nancial situation may have changed. Would 


you say that you are financially belter off 

now tllan yon were a year ago, or are you fi¬ 
nancially worse off now? 



Better 

Worse 

Same 

2000Oct6-9 .... 

off 

off 

(vol.)* 

. .55% 

22 % 

22% 

2000May 18-21 ... 

..53 

26 

20 

1999Oct21-24 ... 

. .56 

19 

24 

1999 Aug 24-26 .., 

.,53 

22 

25 

1999 Jun 4-5 __ 

..57 

20 

22 

1999Jan 15-17 ... 

. .58 

21 

21 

*“No opinion” is omitted. 



Looking ahead. 

do you 

expect that at this 

time next year you will be financially britcr 

off than now, or worse off than now? 



Better 

Worse 

Same 


off 

off 

(vol.) M 

2000 Oct 6-9 . 

. .68% 

11% 

15% 

2000 May 18-21 .. 

. .67 

13 

14 

1999Oct21-24 ... 

. .68 

13 

12 

1999 Aug 24-26 ... 

,.67 

16 

13 

1999 Jun 5 . * - * 

. .67 

12 

17 

1999 Jan 15-17 .... 

..68 

14 

14 


• K “‘No opinion” is omitted. 


If you had a thousand dollars to spend, do 
you think investing it in die stock market 
would be a good idea, ora bad idea " 


Good 

idea 


2000 Oct 13-14 ... 57 

2000 Jan 7-10.67 

1999 Oct 21-24.51 


1999 Sep 10-14 
1999 June 4-5 - 
1999 Mar 12-14 
1998 Sep 1 


..60 
. .60 
..59 
. .46 


1998 Apr 17-19.65 


1997 Oct 30 
] 997 Oci 27 



/( de¬ 


pends 


(vol): 

find 

no 

idea 

opinion 

36% 

7% 

28 

5 

44 

5 

33 

7 

34 

6 

35 

6 

48 

6 

28 

7 

47 

7 

43 

4 
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1997 Jul 25-27 -.62 

1994 Mar 9-10.38 

1990 Feb.26 

Analysis: In a recent Gallup Poll, nearly seven in 
ten respondents think that current economic con¬ 
ditions in the United States are excellent or 
“good." While this represents a slight decrease 
from ratings in August, public happiness with the 
economy has, in general, been at a high level 
since 1998 and has been increasing steadily since 
Gallup first began tracking this measure in 1992. 

So far this year, an average of 69% rate U.S. 
economic conditions as excellent or good. This 
proportion is slightly higher than the 1999 and 

1998 averages of 6S% and 66%, respectively, but 
represents a substantial increase since 1997 when 
only 49% of the public was happy with the econ¬ 
omy. Since 1996, the proportion of those rating 
economic conditions as excellent or good has 
nearly doubled, from 35% in 1996 to 69% in 2000. 

White respondents are substantially more 
enthusiastic about the economy than nonwhites. 
Nearly three-quarters of whites (73%) indicate 
that the economy is in good or excellent condi¬ 
tion, compared to only 59% of nonwhites. 
Moreover, Democrats are happier with economic 
conditions than are Republicans and indepen¬ 
dents: more than three-quarters of Democrats 
(77%) feel that the economy is in good or excel¬ 
lent condition, compared to 70% of Republicans 
and 65% of independents. 

Currently, slightly more than one-half (54%) 
think that economic conditions in the United 
Stales are improving. While this represents a 6- 
percentage-point decrease from the proportion 
who felt similarly two months ago. optimism 
about the state of the economy has generally been 
increasing over the past several years. So far this 
year, the average level of those believing that 
economic conditions are improving is nearly six 
in ten (59%)—narrowly higher than the 1999 and 
1998 averages of 58% and 54%, respectively, but 
a full 10 points higher than 1997’s average of 
49% and more than twice as high as the 1991 av¬ 
erage of 27%, 

Over the past two and one-half years, since 
March 1998, more than one-half of respondents 


report improvement in their personal finances 
Currently, 55% feel that their personal financial 
situation is better now than it was one year ago 
22% say that it is the same, and 22% feel that it is 
worse now than it was one year ago. Since Gallup 
began collecting data on this measure in Sep¬ 
tember 1976, the percentage who say that their 
personal finances have improved in the past year 
reached its highest point in January 1999, when 
58% reported improvement; its lowest point came 
in 1982, when only 25% reported improvement. 
Not only do Americans think that their personal 
finances are better off this year versus last, they 
also believe that things will only get better next 
year. The public is very optimistic, with nearly 
seven in ten (68%) indicating that they expect to 
be financially better off in one year’s time. 

As of the weekend of October 6-9, Amer¬ 
icans remained comfortable with the idea of par¬ 
ticipation in the stock market, but at a lower level 
than in January of this year. In the early October 
poll, six in ten (57%) believed that if they had an 
extra $1,000 it would be a good idea to invest it in 
the stock market. This represents a 10-point de¬ 
crease from January of this year. Positive re¬ 
sponses to this question have fluctuated over the 
years since Gallup first began asking it in 1990. 
At that time and in 1994, less than one-halt of 
Americans said that investment would be a good 
idea. The number dropped just below 50% in 
1997 and was at just 51% in October 1999. 


OCTOBER 20 
READING THE BIBLE 

Interview Dates: 10/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll News Sendee 
Survey #GO 131659 

How often do you read the Bible—daily or 
more often, weekly, monthly, less than 
monthly, rarely, or never? 

Daily . I6Q 

Weekly... 21 

Monthly.. . 

Less than monthly.^ 


33 6 

46 7 

68 6 
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Rarely, never..... 

No opinion ...* 

*Less Ilian 1 % 

Asked of those who read the Bible rarely or 
never: What are the main reasons you rarely 
or never read the Bible ? 


Just not interested .20% 

No time . 17 

Not a religious person .1 i 

Don’t believe in the Bible. 7 

It has not become a habit..6 

Already read it. 4 

Don’t own a Bible. 3 

Atheist; do not believe in God .... .3 

It does not help me.. 3 

Go to church .2 

Hard to understand .. .2 

Family read the Bible ...1 

Practice a non-Christian religion.1 

Agnostic ............. - .... •.,. > 1 1 

Roman Catholic..... .1 

Have vision problems .. 1 

Don't read anything.1 

Boring ... * 

Other; no reason. 6 

No opinion. 10 

*Less than 1 % 


Do you believe that the Bible answers all or 
most of the basic questions of life, or not? 


Yes. 

No . 

No opinion 


65% 

30 

.5 


Do you happen to be in a Bible study group 
at the present time, or not 7 




How interested, if at all, are you in deepen¬ 
ing your understanding of the Bible very 
interested, somewhat interested, or not at all 
interested? 


Very interested ... 
Somewhat interested 
Not at all interested 
No opinion. 


. .35% 
..40 
,.24 
...1 


What is your favorite book in the Bible? 


Psalms . 

* 1 J 4 + 4 i « a * » t 

Genesis . 

. 13% 

9 

Matthew .... 

7 

John . 


Revelation . 

. 6 

Proverbs . . 

. 3 

Job .. 

2 

Luke . 

i 

Corinthians . 

. i 

Acts . ... 

..i 

Ecclesiastes . 

.i 

Ephesians .. . 

.i 

Exodus .. 

... .i 

Isaiah .. 

.i 

James . . ... 

.i 

Mark *. *, *, 

. i 

Old Testament . 

.i 

Romans . 

. i 

Ruth ... 

i 

Song of Solomon . ...... 

..i 

r^uti'rnnmrw ...... 



New Testament . 



' 


Peter . . 


Joseph .- • -. 

* 

Other . . 

.4 

None... 

.4 

.I 

.31 

All . - ^ *. 

No optnion. .... 

*Less than 1% 


llysis: According to a recent Gallup Poll, 
L ii"six in ten (59%) say they read the Bible at 
, on occasion, with the most likely readers 
ls women, nonwhites, older people, Rcpub- 
ns, and political conservatives. Overall read- 
lip of the Bible has declined from the 1980s. 
n 73% to 59% today In terms of frequency of 
Jership, 16® say that they reed the Bible 
iinv 21% weekly, 12% monthly. 10/r less 


TWO THOUSAND 


349 

















































































Sixty-five percent agree that the Bible an¬ 
swers all or most of the basic questions of life. 
Almost half of the people who believe this about 
the Bible read it at least weekly. Interesting y, 
">8% of those who agree with this statement 
rarely or never read the Bible. Those with more 
education are less likely to think that the Bible is 
a comprehensive guide to life than are the less 
educated. Forty-six percent of those with a post¬ 
graduate degree say the Bible answers basic life 
questions, compared to 72% of those with a high- 

school education or less. 

Many respondents report that they would 

like to learn more about the Bible. Thirty-five 
percent are “very interested” in deepening their 
understanding of the Bible and 40% arc “some¬ 
what interested.” Those who report the highest 
levels of interest include women and people from 
the South, Moreover, although about six in ten re¬ 
port reading the Bible at least on occasion, most 
of these people are exploring the text without the 
help of a study group of any kind. Only 14% are 
currently in such a group. Women are slightly 
more likely than men to be in a study group (18% 
vs. 10%). 

Bible readership varies significantly by a 
number of important subgroups. For example: 

• Women are much more likely than men to 
read the Bible at least weekly. About 43% 
of women read the Bible either weekly or 
daily, compared to 29% of men 

• Older people are more likely to read the 
Bible than are younger people. Fifty per¬ 
cent of those over the age of 65 read the 
Bible at least weekly, compared to 27% of 
people between the ages of 18 and 29 

• Political attitudes also appear to shape 
Bible-reading tendencies. Forty-seven 
percent of Republicans say they read the 
Bible at least weekly, compared to 32% of 
Democrats. Conservatives are more likely 
than moderates and liberals to read the 
Bible frequently 

When respondents are asked to name their fa¬ 
vorite books of the Bible, Psalms is the most pop¬ 
ular, named by 13%, followed by Genesis (9%), 
Matthew (7%), John (6%), Revelation (6%), 
Proverbs (3%), Job (2%), and Luke (2%). 


OCTOBER 23 

FINAL PHASE OF THE 

PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 

Interview Dates: 10/19-21/00 
CNN/USA Today/GaWup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 


How much thought have you given to the up¬ 
coming election for president—quite a lot, 
or only a little? 


Quite 

Some 

Only 

a lot 

Registered Voters 

(vol.) 

a little* 

2000 Oct 19-21 .73% 

6 % 

19% 

2000 Oct 18-20 -72 

6 

20 

2000 Oct 17-19 .69 

7 

22 

2000 Oct 16-18 .66 

7 

25 

2000 Oct 15-17 .67 

8 

21 

2000 Oct 14-16 .68 

7 

24 

2000 Oct 13-15 .69 

7 

23 

2000 Oct 12-14 .67 

8 

24 

2000 Oct 11-13 .63 

9 

26 

2000 Oct 10-12 -63 

8 

27 

2000 Oct 9-11 .64 

7 

27 

2000 Oct 8-10 ..65 

7 

25 

2000 Oct 7-9 .68 

8 

22 

2000 Oct 6-8 .67 

8 

23 

2000 Oct 5-7 ...-66 

6 

25 

2000 Oct 4-6 .65 

6 

27 

2000 Oct 3-5 .60 

7 

30 

2000Oct2-4 _..60 

7 

30 

2000 Oct 1-3 .60 

*“No opinion” is omitted. 

8 

29 


Analysis: The 2000 presidential campaign is now 
entering its final phase, with about two weeks le t 
until the election on November 7. The race this 
year has been marked by a series of twists an 
turns through each of several distinctive phases 
The latest phase—the period of the debates that 
stretched from October 3 to October 17 -^nde 
up being a net positive for George W. Bush-^ ^ 
Republican nominee has averaged about 48% 0 
the vote since October 4, while Democratic n0TT1 * 
nee A1 Gore has averaged 42%. And, in the lates 
three days of polling, conducted this past T iu 
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day, Friday, and Saturday, Bush leads Gore by a 
50% to 41% margin. Gore closed the gap with 
Bush in the week following the first debate, how¬ 
ever, and the race may move to a closer position 
in the days ahead. More than seven out of ten 
registered voters are now paying close attention 
to the election, a higher level than at any time in 
the fall of 1996. 

Gallup pre-election polling is based on esti¬ 
mating the intentions oflikely voters, a subgroup of 
Americans who would form the electorate if the 
election were being held at the time of interview¬ 
ing. That group of likely voters currently gives 
Bush 50% of the vote. Gore 41%, Ralph Nader 3%, 
and Pat Buchanan and other candidates a total of 
2%. About 4% are truly undecided and do not lean 
toward any candidate. But even among the larger 
pool of all registered voters included in the week¬ 
end sample. Bush currently has a 46% to 43% 
lead—one of the few times since Labor Day that he 
has led among the larger group of registered voters 

The general election this year can be divided 
into several distinct phases: 

Pre-Convention Phase: For much of the 
year leading up to the conventions in late July 
and early August, Bush led Gore in polls that 
asked likely voters which candidate they would 
vote for in the November general election. 

Conventions :As historically has often heen 
the case, the Republican convention in Phila¬ 
delphia and the Democratic convention in Los 
Angeles shook up the candidates’ positions in the 
campaign this past summer. Bush moved further 
ahead after the GOP convention by a 54% to 37% 
margin, but Gore closed the gap with Bush after 
the Democratic convention. The race became an 
essential tie in polling conducted in late August 
and immediately after Labor Day. 

Post-Convention, Pre-Dehate Phase: The 
month of September was generally a good one lor 
Gore. Beginning a few days after Labor Day. 
Gore moved ahead of Bush for a period of about 
two weeks. Then, for a period ol lime leading up 
to the debates, the race moved back to an essen¬ 
tially even position. 

Debates :The first presidential debate this jear 
was held on October 3 in Boston, and the third and 
final debate was held on October 17 in St. Louis. 


Overall, the eighteen days between October 3 and 
October 21 have been positive for the Republican 
candidate. Bush has led or at the least been tied 
with Gore in every poll conducted since the first 
debate. From a broader perspective, the approxi¬ 
mately 4,200 tracking interviews with likely voters 
conducted between October 4 and October 21 give 
Bush an average 6-point lead, 48% to 42% A re¬ 
view of the approximately 7,700 interviews con¬ 
ducted between Labor Day and October 3, by way 
of contrast, shows that Gore had an average 3-point 
lead over Bush. 47% to 44%. 

In short, the presidential race, repositioned 
in Gore's favor as a result of the conventions in 
August, has now become repositioned again in 
Bush's favor, apparently at least in part as a result 
of the three debates and their aftermath. Bush is 
now receiving a higher percentage of the 
Republican vote than Gore is getting from the 
Democrats (Bush wins among Republicans 94% 
to 5%, while Gore wins among Democrats by a 
slightly smaller 87% to 8% margin,. That differ¬ 
ence, coupled with the fact that Bush is winning 
among independents by 47% to 32%, gives Bush 
his overall edge among likely voters. Republicans 
are also paying more attention to the race at this 
point. Eighty-one percent of Republican regis¬ 
tered voters say they arc paying “quite a lot” of 
attention to the race, compared to 66% of inde¬ 
pendents and 74% of Democrats. 

The level of attention paid to the election has 
been going up and is now higher than at any point 
during the 1996 fall campaign, Over the weekend, 
the Gallup tracking poll showed that 73% of reg¬ 
istered voters are paying "quite a lot" ol attention 
to the election, up from as low as only 42% who 
were paying a lot of attention before the dcbates- 
The high point for 1996 was 70% paying quite a 
lot of attention in late October. 


OCTOBER 24 

CLINTON'S INVOLVEMENT IN 
THE GORE CAMPAIGN 

Interview Dates: 10/20—22/00 
CNN/U5A rWa.v/GaJIup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 
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Do Vice President A! Gore a ties with 
President Bill Clinton make you feel more 
favorably toward Gore or less favorably 
toward Gore, or do they have no effect on 
\oitr I’/cu’ oj him? 



More 

Less 

No 


favorably 

favorably 

effect* 

Likely Voters 

2000 Oct 20-22 

_9% 

26% 

64% 

2000 Aug 11-12 

.7 

32 

60 

2000Jul25-26 . 

.13 

38 

48 

# “No opinion" is 

omitted. 




Would you be more likely or less likely to 
vote for Al Gore for president if President 
Cltnton were to actively support him and 
campaign for him? 



More 

likely 

Less 

likely 

No 

differ¬ 

ence 

(voi)* 

Likely Voters 

2000 Oct 20-22 .. 

.. .17% 

40% 

40% 

Registered Voters 

2000 Oct 20-22 

...18 

38 

41 

1999 May 23-24 .. 

9 9 

53 

17 


*“No opinion" is omitted. 


Analysis: Whai would be the impact on Al 
Gore's candidacy of more active support and 
campaigning by President Bill Clinton'* Gallup 
polling conducted October 20-22 indicates that 
17% of likely voters say Clinton’s involvement 
would make them more likely to vote for Gore, 
while 40%, mostly Republicans and indepen¬ 
dents, say it would make them less likely to vote 
for him. 

A significant majority of Republicans say 
that such Clinton involvement would make them 
less likely to vote for Gore, given that most 
Republicans are highly unlikely to be voting for 
Gore in the first place. The impact on indepen¬ 
dents is more important—this group includes vot¬ 
ers who are less fixed in their vote and therefore 
more likely to be influenced by campaign activi¬ 
ties. Among this group, the impact is still nega¬ 


tive. And, although most Democrats are going t 0 
vote for Gore, the impact of Clinton campaigning 
would appear to be relatively muted, as a majority 
of Democratic likely voters say it would make no 
difference in terms of whether or not they would 
vote for Gore. Thirty-Five percent of Democrats 
say it would make them more likely to vote for 
the vice president, while 12% say it would make 
them less likely to support him. These data sug¬ 
gest that a Clinton campaign effort on Gore’s be¬ 
half might not have the energizing effect on 
Democrats that some might have anticipated. 

A second question included in the weekend 
polling suggests that the existing ties between 
Gore and Clinton are not strongly harmful to the 
Democratic candidate. Stxty-four percent of all 
likely voters say that the ties that Gore has to 
Clinton have no effect on their opinion of Gore, 
9% say the situation makes them more favorably 
predisposed to Gore, and 26% say that the 
Clinton ties make them less favorably predis¬ 
posed. These numbers are very similar to the re¬ 
sponses obtained when the same question was 
asked in January of this year. 


OCTOBER 24 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIAL HEAT/ 
NARROWING OF THE RACE 

Interview Dates: 10/20-22/00 
Cm/USA TodaylGA\u\> Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

Now, suppose that the presidential election 
were being held today, and it included Al 
Gore and Joe Liebennan as the Democratic 
Party's candidates, George W. Bush and Du b 
Cheney as the Republican Party's candidates 
Pat Buchanan and Ezola Foster as tin 
Reform Party candidates, and Ralph Nader 
and Winona La Duke as the Green Party can¬ 
didates. Would you vote for Al Gore and Jm 
Liebennan, the Democrats; George H ; Bush 
and Dick Cheney, the Republicans; Bat 
Buchanan and Ezola Foster, the Ref aim 
Party candidates; or Ralph Nader am 
Winona LaDuke, the Green Party candi 
dates? I IF UNSURE: As of today, do vou 
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lean toward Al Gore and Joe Liebennan, the 
Democrats; George W, Bush and Dick 
Cheney, the Republicans; Pal Buchanan and 
Ezola Foster, the Reform Party candidates; 
or Ralph Nader and Winona LaDuke, the 
Green Party candidates?] 



Core/ 

Bush/ 

Btuhamm/ 

Nader/ 

Likely Voters 

Liebennan 

Cheney 

Foster 

LaDuke * 

2000 Oct 20-22 

.. .44% 

46% 

]% 

4% 

2000 Oct 19-21 

.. 41 

50 

\ 

3 

2000 Oct 18-20 

.. .40 

51 

l 

4 

2000 Oct 17-19 

.. .40 

50 

i 

T 

4 

2000 Oct 16-18 

...39 

49 

i 

T 

5 

2000 Oct 15-17 

...42 

48 

j 

4 

2000 Oct 14-16 

.. .44 

47 

j 

3 

2000 Oct 13-15 

.. .44 

47 

1 

3 

2000 Oct 12-14 

.. .43 

48 

1 

2 

2000 Oct 11-13 

AA 

* fc * if 

48 

1 

i 

2000 Oct 10-12 

.. .45 

45 

X 

J 

3 

*“Other (voi.), no opinion' 
tLess than 1 % 

11 is omitted. 



Next, we V/ like to get your overall opinion of 
some people in the news. As / read eat h 
name, please say if you have a favorable or 
unfavorable opinion of this person, or ij you 
have never heard of him: 

Al Gore? 


No 

opinion t 



Favor - 

Unfavor- 

never 


able 

able 

heard of 

Likely Voters 

2000 Oct20-22 ... 

. .58% 

39% 

3% 

2000 Oct 5-7 . 

. .53 

43 

4 

2000 Sep 28-30 ... 

. .59 

36 

5 

2000 Sep 15-17 ... 

. .61 

33 

6 

George W. Bush 

? 


No 




opinion: 


Favor - 

Unfavor- 

never 


able 

able 

heard of 

Likely Voters 

2000 Oct 20-22 ... 

. .60% 

36% 

4% 


2000 Oct 5-7 

-61 

35 

4 

2000 Sep 28—30 

.... 59 

36 

5 

2000 Sep 15-17 

.52 

42 

6 

Which of the following do 

you think 

will be 


more important to you when you decide 
whom to vote for—where the candidates 
stand on issues that matter to you , or the 


leadership skills and vision that you think 

the candidates would hav 

e as president 9 


Stand 

Leadership 

Both 


on 

skills. 

equally 


issues 

vision 

ivol J 5 * 

Likely Voters 
2000 Oct 20-22 

.44% 

36% 

17% 

2000 Sep 28-30 

.44 

36 

15 

2000 Sep 11 -13 

.44 

38 

15 

2000 Sep 10-12 

.47 

35 

14 

2000 Sep 9-11 

... 48 

33 

16 

2000 Sep 8-10 

.48 

33 

16 

2000 Sep 7-9 

..45 

35 

16 

•“Neither" and “ 

no opinion” are omitted 


Please tell 

me whether you agree 

or dis- 

agree that eat h of the foil own: ; has 

the per- 

sonality and leadership qualities a president 

should have 

Y * 



Al Gore 



No 


Agree 

Disagree 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Oct 20-22 

.. ,58% 

38% 

4% 

2000 Sep 28-30 

.60 

36 

4 

2000 Sep 8-10 

. . . 62 

34 

4 

2000 Sep 7-9 

. . 62 

33 

5 

George 0 . 

Bush? 

-1 give 

Disagree 

No 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Oci 20-22 

. .58% 

39% 

3% 

2000 Sep 2S-30 

. . .58 

y t 

J 

4 

2000 Sep 8-10 
2000 Sep 7-9 . 

, , _ . J / 

S9 

" dr 

37 

4 
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Next do you think the policies being pro¬ 
posed by'each of the following presidential 
candidates would move the country in tlte 
rii>ht direction or in the wrong direction. 


Al Gore? 


Right 

Wrong 

No 

i ■ 

direction 

direction 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Sep 28-30 .55% 

38% 

7% 

2000 Sep 8-10 .57 

33 

10 

2000 Sep 7-9 .56 

33 

11 

Registered Voters 

2000 Oct 20-22 . 56 

38 

6 

2000 Sep 28-30 .56 

33 

11 

2000 Sep S-10 .58 

29 

13 

2000 Sep 7-9 .......56 

29 

15 

George W, Bush? 

Right 

Wrong 

No 

direction 

direction 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Oct 20-22 .54% 

39% 

7% 

2000 Sep 28-30 .54 

36 

10 

2000 Sep 8-10 _51 

38 

11 

2000 Sep 7-9 _ 51 

38 

11 

Registered Voters 

2000 Oct 20-22 .53 

38 

9 

2000 Sep 28-30 . 51 

36 

13 

2000 Sep 8-10 . 49 

36 

15 

2000 Sep 7-9 . 49 

33 

18 


Do you think that each of the following is 
honest and trustworthy, or not: 


Al Gore? 



No 


Yes 

No 

opinion 

Likely Voters 

2000 Oct 20-22 .. 

.. .55% 

41% 

4% 

Registered Voters 

2000 Oct 20-22 .. 

...55 

39 

6 


George W. Bush ? 

No 


Likely Voters 

Yes 

No 

opinion 

2000 Oct 20-22 

.64% 

29% 

7% 


Registered Voters 

2000 Oct 20-22 .62 31 7 


Analysis: The latest Gallup tracking poll shows 
that the margin between George W, Bush and Al 
Gore has narrowed and is now—at a 46% to 44% 
Bush lead—within the poll’s margin of error As 
was the case after the first debate, the third debate 
on October 17 was followed by an increase in sup¬ 
port for Bush, but, as also happened after the first 
debate, the race has tightened. About a quarter of 
likely voters indicate they could change their 
minds by Election Day and vote for someone other 
than their currently preferred candidate, under¬ 
scoring die closeness and volatility of this year's 
race. The poll also shows that on several other 
measures, except for honesty (where Bush fares 
considerably better than Gore), the electorate sees 
only slight differences between the two candidates. 

The pattern of change in likely voter prefer¬ 
ences has been roughly consistent after both the 
first and third debates. Bush received a “bounce" 
in support from the first debate, eventually 
achieving an 8 -point lead in the days that lol- 
lowed. Gore then recovered before the second de¬ 
bate, only to see Bush move back ahead after the 
second debate’s completion. Following this same 
pattern. Bush gained a significant advantage after 
last week’s debate in St. Louis but, as the current 
poll shows, the margin has again declined. 

Bush’s current 2-point advantage comes de¬ 
spite the fact that Democrats outnumbei 
Republicans by about 4 points, 48.4% to 44.5%, i ' 1 
the likely electorate. Republican voters show more 
loyalty to their party’s candidate than do 
Democrats, as Bush wins among voters in his own 
party by 86 points (91% to 5%), while Gore wins 
among Democrats by the much smaller margin of 
74 points (83% to 9%). About 7% of the likely 
electorate identifies as independent, and this group 
shows a slight preference for Gore, However, the 
size of this group and its margin of support are u* 
small to overcome the advantage that Bush g L ' ts 
from the greater GOP party loyalty. Further, kin- 
poll results show that about a quarter of the likely 
electorate could change their minds belore Election 
Day—13% who are not now voting for Gore bn’ 
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say they could do so, and 12 % who are not cur¬ 
rently voting for Bush but say they could do so. 

Voters rate the two candidates about equally 
in favorability and in the quality of their policies 
and leadership abilities. About six in ten give each 
candidate a “favorable” rating, 58% for Gore and 
60% for Bush. The two candidates were tied on 
this measure before the debates began, but Gore's 
favorable rating had declined in the immediate af¬ 
termath of the first debate on October 3. Now, as 
the race enters its final two weeks, the two candi¬ 
dates are tied on this measure once again. Addi¬ 
tionally, and by almost identical margins, voters 
say that Gore's policies—and separately. Bush's 
policies—would move the country in the right, 
rather than the wrong, direction. Similarly, 58% 
of likely voters agree that Gore, and separately 
that Bush, has the personality and leadership qual¬ 
ities a president should have. 

On the characteristic of integrity, however, 
Bush enjoys a clear edge over Gore. By a margin 
of 64% to 29%, voters say that the Texas gover¬ 
nor is honest and trustworthy, compared with a 
margin of 55% to 41% who say that about the 
vice president. 


OCTOBER 25 

THE STOCK MARKET AND 
THE CANDIDATES 

Interview Dates: ) 0/20-22/00 
CNN/l/SA Today/GMup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 


Please tell me how important the candi¬ 
dates ’ positions on the stock market will he 
in influencing your vote for president 
extremely important, very important, some¬ 
what important, or not important at al! 


Extremely important . 

Likely 

voters 

... 12% 

Regis¬ 

tered 

voters 

13% 

Very important. 

, .. 30 

28 

-*i 

Somewhat important . 

.. .39 

37 

19 

Not important at all .. 

.17 

No opinion .. • 

2 

3 


Regardless of which presidential candidate 
you support, please tell me if you think At 
Gore or George W. Bush would have a more 
positive influence on the stock market if 
elected president 9 



Likely 

Regis 

feral 

Stork 

owners 

(likely 

Slock 

owner* 

(regis¬ 
tered 


voters 

voters 

voters) 

voters} 

Gore.. 

. 35 % 

34 % 

35 % 

35 % 

Bush . 

42 

41 

46 

45 

Both, same (vol.); 
no opinion. 

.23 

25 

19 

20 


Analysis: A new Gallup Poll gives George W 
Bush the edge among one key group of likely 
voters: those with investments in the stock mar¬ 


ket. Seven out of ten likely voters have money in¬ 
vested in the market, either through personal 
holdings or 401(k) retirement plans. Of that 
group. 46% say Bush would have a more positive 
influence on the stock market, compare J 10 35% 
who give the nod to Al Gore Part ot the Bush 
lead may be due to the fact ih-at more 
Republicans have money invested in the market 
than do Democrats (7 i % to 60% ). 

The stock market does not appear to be as 
important as other issues in terms of the impact 
that it could have on the votes of those most likely 


to show up at die polls on November 7. Forty-two 
percent of likely voters consider the candidates' 
positions on the stock market to be extremely 
important" or “very important" to their vote. By 
comparison, likely voters say education (88%), 
Social Security (85%). and even the types ot 


preme Court justices the candidates would ap- 
int (72%) are more critical Among the 70% of 
ely voters who have investments in the stock 
irket the percentage who consider the stock 
Ito M be an rmporran, issue ro.heir vo.e . 


OCTOBER 25 
CAMPAIGN ISSUES 

Interview Dates - UI/20---/W 

CNN/US4 rWu.'/Gallup I "II 
Survey *GO 13 i 344 



TWO THOUSAND 














Analysis: This past weekend, the Gallup Poll in¬ 
cluded an assessment of the importance to voters of 
five parfcular issues in this year’s presidential elec¬ 
tion. Education and Social Security are the two 
most important, followed by the candidates’ choice 
of Supreme Court justices and the Middle East. 
The stock market comes in lowest in importance. 


Summary of Issue Importance 
(Based on Likely Voters) 




Very 


Extremely 

impor¬ 


important 

tant 

Education 

40% 

48% 

Social Security 

35 

50 

Types of Supreme Court 



justices the candidates 



would pick if president 

30 

42 

Middle East 

21 

50 

Slock market 

12 

30 


The vast majority of likely voters say that 
the candidates’ positions on education will be an 
important part of their voting decision—40% say 
this issue is “extremely important” and 48% say 
it is “very important." This dynamic has not 
changed in the past four months. Gallup asked 
the same question in July and found that 42% of 
likely voters said education was an extremely 
important part of their voting decision; 46% said 
it was very important. Forty-five percent of 
women said it was extremely important, as com¬ 
pared to 34% of men. Gore supporters are more 
likely than Bush supporters to cite education as 
extremely important (46% vs. 36%), although 
over 90% of both candidates’ supporters claim 
the issue is at least very, if not extremely, impor¬ 
tant. Perhaps surprisingly, the education level of 
the respondent does not make a big difference in 
how he or she answers this question. Well over 
85 % of likely voters of all education levels say 
education is very or extremely important. 

Social Security retains its centrality to the 
electorate as 85% of likely voters say the candi¬ 
dates position on this issue is very or extremely 
important. This is a similar percentage of people 
who said it was a paramount part of their vote in 
August and July, when 84% and 81 % of likely 


voters cited its importance. Gore supporters are 
more likely to say that Social Security as an issue 
is an extremely important part of their vole, 4 y/ r 
compared to 29% of Bush supporters. Women are 
also more likely than men to give great weight io 
Social Security this year; 41% of women say it , s 
extremely important, compared to 28% of men 
Older people are more Likely to say that Social 
Security will be an important part of their vole 
Ninety-three percent of those over the age of 65 
say that Social Security is very or extremely im¬ 
portant, compared to 73% of people between the 
ages of 18 and 29. 

The next president will be able to appoint 
three, and possibly four, justices to the Supreme 
Court, and a great deal of attention has been paid 
to the impact that these appointments may have 
on the future direction of our country. According 
to the Gallup Potl, 72% of likely voters say that 
tire type of Supreme Court justices whom the new 
president would choose is an extremely or very 
important part of their voting decision Almost 
nine in ten liberals ( 88 %) say that this issue is ex¬ 
tremely or very important, compared to 73% of 
conservatives and 66 % of moderates. Also, dm 
issue is more important to Gore supporters than 
to Bush supporters. Seventy-eight percent ot 
those who would vote for Gore say that the abil¬ 
ity of the president to appoint new justices is im¬ 
portant to their presidential choice, compared to 
67% of Bush supporters. 

The continuing violence and threat ot terror¬ 
ism in the Middle East have highlighted this issue 
and made foreign affairs an important part ot the 
campaign. A majority of voters claim that the 
Middle East will be an important part ol their 
vote this year (71%), about the same percentage 
as the Supreme Court issue, but below the do¬ 
mestic issues of education and Social Security 
Gore supporters and Bush supporters are equally 
likely to cite the Middle East as a central part of 
their decision for president—70% ol Gore sup¬ 
porters say that it is very or extremely important, 
compared to 73% of Bush supporters.. 

Only forty-two percent of likely voters say 
that the candidates’ relationship to the stock mar¬ 
ket will be a very or extremely important part ol 
their choice. This number is significantly l°^ Ll 
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titan the four other issues that Gallup asked about 
in the poll. Bush voters are somewhat more likely 
than Gore voters to say that the candidates’ 
stance on the stock market is very or extremely 
important (48% vs. 39%). Those who have 
money invested in the stock market are much 
more likely than non-investors to cite it as a very' 
or extremely important part of their vote (50% vs 
04 %), People with higher incomes are also more 
likely to say that it is a very important part of 
their vote: 55% of likely voters with incomes 
greater than $75,000 per year say that the stock 
market is a very or extremely important issue, 
compared to 40% of those with incomes between 
$20,000 and $30,000 per year 


OCTOBER 27 

GORE VS. BUSH: ISSUES 

AND CHARACTER 

Interview Dales: 10/23-25/00 
CNN/(/S4 Today/Gsl\up Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

Analysis: George W. Bush and A1 Gore appear to 
be fairly evenly matched on a series of major issues 
tested in the Gallup polling conducted Monday 
through Wednesday of this week, hut the Texas 
governor has an edge over the vice president on 
several character and leadership dimensions. Bush 
is more likely than Gore to be seen as honest, sin¬ 
cere, and a strong and decisive leader, although 
Gore beats Bush on the ability to understand com¬ 
plex issues. The poll also shows that Bush s record 
in Texas appears to be a net positive tor the go\er- 
nor, giving a little over halt of likely voters greater 
confidence in Bush’s ability to serve as president. 

Polling conducted October 23-25 suggests that 
Bush and Gore are now roughly evenly matched on 
who voters say can belter handle Medicare, the 
economy, Social Security, and education. On the 
issue of taxes. Bush has a 9-poini edge over Gore. 

Summary of Gore/Bush Advantage tin Issues 
(Based on Likely Voters) 

Point 

uchtin- 

Gore 

Medicare 46% 


Bush M 8t 

44% +2 


The economy 

45 45 

0 

Social Security 

45 46 

-1 

Education 

44 48 

-4 

Taxes 

41 50 

-9 

+ Advantage indicates Gore lead 


- Advantage indicates Bush lead 



The even positioning of the two candidates 
on Medicare the economy. Social Security, and 
education represents a change from surveys con¬ 
ducted in mid-August, immediately alter the 
Democratic convention, and from surveys con¬ 


ducted in September. During both periods. Gore 
led Bush on all four items Immediately after the 
Republican convention, however. Bush beat Gore 
on the issues tested. Earlier in the year, the pic¬ 
ture was more mixed, at least in terms ot die 
economy and education, on winch the two candi¬ 
dates were about e\enly matched 

The poll also asked voters to choose which 
candidate better fits each of eight specific charac¬ 
ter descriptions. The dimensions on which voters 
make the bigaest distinctions in choosing be- 
tween Bush and Gore are ones that tit eonven- 


ional wisdom as portrayed in media accounts 
Gore is selected over Bush in terms ot "under¬ 
standing complex issues." while Bush wins out 
an "honesty and trustworthiness.” The two candi¬ 
dates are roughly tied on can manage tht gov¬ 
ernment effectively,” "is more tn touch with the 
average voter," and "cares about the needs of 
people like you.” while Bush besis Gore on 


X I . „ a- « 
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Summary of Gore/Bush Advantage 
on Character 
(Based on Likely 1 oters} 

l\ uttt 



Gore 

Bush 

tiiluin 

tu a v 

Understands complex 

45% 

38% 

+ / 

issues 

Can manage the 

(•ovemnieiu 

D 

42 

44 


effectively 

Is more in touch w ith 
die average voter 

1 1 

7 

41 

43 
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Cares about the needs 
of people like you 
Shares your values 
Is a strong and 
decisive leader 
Sincere in what he 
says 

Honest and 
trustworthy 


- Advantage indicates Bush lead 


41 

44 

-3 

39 

48 

-9 

38 

48 

-10 

35 

47 

-12 

33 

47 

-14 

Gore lead 




Interview Dates: 10/25-28/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey UGO 131833 

WHl you or someone in your family be giv¬ 
ing out Halloween treats from the door of 
your home on Halloween this year? 

Yes .. .... • - 05 % 

No ...35 

Do you have any children under the age of 
15? 


These are not new distinctions. Voters have 
been asked to choose between the two candidates 
on the “honest” dimension live times since July, 
and Bush has won each time, except immediately 
after the Democratic convention in mid-August, 
when Gore was selected over Bush by a 42% to 
39% margin. “Understands complex issues” has 
been measured six times, and Gore has won it in 
all three polls conducted since die Democratic 
convention. Bush managed to edge out Gore on 
this one in a poll conducted in late July, immedi¬ 
ately before the Republican convention, and in 
early August, just after that convention. 

Bush has consistently held the advantage 
over Gore on who belter fits the description of 
being “a strong and decisive leader.” Although 
the margin has varied. Bush has been selected 
over Gore each of the six times this question has 
been asked, by a margin as wide as 31 points im¬ 
mediately after the GOP convention in August. 

In addition, a little more than half of likely 
voters (55%) say that Bush’s record as governor 
of Texas makes them more confident in his abil¬ 
ity to handle the job of president, while about a 
third (32%) say that his record makes them less 
confident. There are divisions by party on this di¬ 
mension. in a predictable manner. Democrats are 
likely to say that Bush’s record as governor 
makes them less confident, while Republicans 
and, to a lesser extent, independents say that his 
record makes them more confident. 


OCTOBER 31 
HALLOWEEN 


Yes.37% 

No .*. •-■ 63 


Asked of parents of children under the age 
of 15: Will any of your children be wearing 
a costume this year at Halloween, or not? 



No opinion . 


.. .78%: 
...19 
... .3 


Asked of parents of children wearing cos¬ 
tumes: What costume will your child or chil¬ 
dren be wearing? 


Witch. 

Princess .. 

Pokemon . 



Power Ranger .... 

Clown ... 

Batman... 

Ghost.-. 

Pumpkin.’ * ' 

Ninja ,. 

Cheerleader...*. 

Nonviolent, nonscary costume . 

“The Scream" . 

Homemade costume (unspecified) . 

Wrestler.... 

Cat .....*.. * * ’ 


. * H, . J - * 1 * * * 1 ' " ' 


Angel ., 

Athlete (football, baseball, etc. 

Ladybug.. ■ • .. 

Hippie, 60s style . 



Bride . 


.3 

3 

7 

2 

2 

1 

2 
7 

2 

7 

V i—* 

7 


7 

7 

2 

T 

2 

■) 


358 


THE GALLUP POLL 


Lion 
Other 

No opinion 


* # m * ■■ # * 


i * • * r # *■ 




* * * * 


# » -M * ■ # 


2 

...20 

...26 


Will you, personally, be wearing a costume 
this year at Halloween, or not 7 


Yes. 

No . 

No opinion 


13% 

85 


* 4 * i l » *- w 


Asked of those who will be wearing a cos 
tume: \V7io/ costume will you be wearing? 


Witch .. 

Vampire; Dracula 

Devil .. 

Clown .- • 

Angel 

Knight ......... 

Bumblebee. 

Werewolf. 


■ T ■ # i w * 


ahiriww#* 


* | «# I 


1 4 * * 


Old man, lady . 

Gypsy... 

Mask (unspecified) .. 

Hippie, 60s style 
Britney Spears .. 

Nonviolent, nonscary costume .. 
Spiderman .... 

Cat * 

Cowboy; cowgirl. 

Wrestler.. 

50s style.. 

Tiger... 

Soldier . i...**... .. 

Cheerleader... 

Biker . 

Pirate..■ 

Tigger (from Winnie-the-Pooh) . 
Fairy . 

Other 


Iff* < ■ * ■ N * ► 


* * l ' * 


. .5% 
. .4 
. .4 

. .3 
..3 


2 

o 

7 

m ■ * ■ 

... .2 
....2 
... ,2 
....1 

.1 

p m - * l 


. . .1 


1 


No opinion . 


.1 

. .1 

1 

.1 

.28 

.26 


Do you believe in witches 


■9 


Yes. 

No .... _ 

No opinion. 


* i * ■ 


pi * * * 


. 22 % 

.77 

.1 


Do you believe in ghosts? 



No .. 

No opinion. 



Analysis; The latest Gallup Poll shows that about 
two-thirds (65%) of Americans say that someone 
in their family will be giving out treats from their 
home on Halloween this year The number hand 
ing out treats is down very slightly from last 
year—65% this year compared to 69% last year. 

Over three-quarters (78%) of parents with 
children under the age of 15 say that their chil¬ 
dren will wear a Halloween costume this year. A 
traditional favorite still lops the list of what chil¬ 
dren will be wearing—8% will be going as a 
witch. The other favorites included princess cos¬ 
tumes (mentioned by 4% ), Pokemon (4%), Pow er 
Rangers (3%), and clowns (3%). Last year’s fa¬ 
vorite, Batman, is mentioned this year by only 
2 % of parents whose children will be wearing 
costumes. 

Many adults celebrate Halloween along with 
their children or attend Halloween parties with 
their adult friends. The poll shows that 13% of 
adults will be wearing a Halloween costume this 
year. The more traditional costumes do well with 
adults—5% said they would go as a witch. 4% as 
a vampire or Dracula. and another 4% »is a devil. 

When the tnck-or-treaters scurry from house 
to house, are they hurrying to gel more candy or arc 
they try me to keep one step ahead ol the ghosts, 
witches, and other things that inhabit the 
Halloween nicht? Although Gallup cannot answer 
that question specifically, the Halloween poll 
shows that the public's beliel in gho.-ns .mil witches 
££**■ since the quest** ~ 

first asked in 1978. Currently. 31% of adults be¬ 
lieve in ghosts, and 22% believe in witches. In 
1978. just 11% of the public believed in ghosts, and 
the same percentage believed in witches 


NOVEMBER 1 
CORPORATE MERGERS 

Interview Dales 10/25-28/tKJ 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey ttG O 131833 
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In your opinion, which of the followingwill be 
the biggest threat to the country in the future- 
big business, big labor, or big government. 


2000 Oci 25-28 .. 
1999 Aug 24-26 .. 
1998 Dec 4-6 
1995 Aug 11-14 .. 
1985 Jun 7-10 
1983 May 13-16 .. 
1981 Sep 18-21 .. 

1979 May 4-7- 

1978 Sep 15-18 .. 
1977Jan7-10 .... 
1969 Nov 12-17 
1968Jul 18-23 ... 
1966 Dec 8-13 .. 
1965 Feb. 


Big 


Big 

Big 

govern- 

business 

labor 

menr* 

, .22% 

7% 

65% 

. .24 

8 

65 

..24 

7 

64 

,..24 

9 

64 

...22 

19 

50 

...19 

18 

51 

. . .22 

22 

46 

. .28 

17 

43 

...19 

19 

47 

...23 

26 

38 

...19 

28 

33 

.. .12 

26 

46 

...14 

21 

48 

...17 

29 

35 


opinion” is omitted. 


Thinking now about mergers between large 
corporations, that is, when two large com¬ 
panies join together and become one very 
large company, which comes closer to your 
view—the government should generally 
allow mergers like these to happen, or the 
government should do more to stop mergers 
like these ? 


Should allow .... - .40% 

Do more to stop . .51 

No opinion...9 


Still thinking about corporate mergers, when 
two large companies merge and create one 
very large company, do you think the result 
is usually good for consumers, or bad for 
consumers? 

Good .35% 

Bad.52 

Mixed (vol.); no opinion.. .13 


Do you think the result is usually good for 
the economy, or bad for the economy? 


Good ...43% 

Bad ....43 

Mixed (vol.); no opinion.... 14 

Do you think the result is usually good for the 
workers at the companies involved, or bad 
for the workers at the companies involved? 

Good .. ... >28% 

Bad. . *.^0 

Mixed (vol.), no opinion ................12 


Do you think the result is usually good for 
you personally, or bad for you personally? 


Good . 

Bad ... 

Mixed (vol.); no opinion. 



Analysis: A recent Gallup Poll found Americans 
generally skeptical about the benefits ot mergers 
among big corporations. They think that sudi 
mergers should be discouraged by the govern¬ 
ment and that they are bad for the consumers, for 
the workers employed at the companies involved 
in such mergers, and for themselves personally 
However, they are evenly divided on whether 
such mergers benefit or hurt the economy. 

. A slight majority (51%) thinks the gov¬ 
ernment should do more to stop such 
mergers, while 40% say the government 
should allow them 

• By a margin of 52% to 35%, respondents 
say large company mergers are bad rather 

than good for consumers 

• By an even larger margin of 60% to 28%. 
such mergers are bad lor the workers em 
ployed at the companies affected by them 

. A plurality (48%) says such mergers are 
bad for them personally, compared with 
just 34% who say the mergers are good 

for them 

• Despite the generally negative view a ou 
the effect of mergers on consumers and 
workers, the public is evenly divided 
whether the mergers are good or bad or 
the economy, with 43% taking each side 

of the issue 
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The opinions on mergers are closely related to 
political party affiliation. Democrats and inde¬ 
pendents disagree with the Republican view that 
die government should allow mergers and gener¬ 
ally see the results of mergers more negatively 
than do Republicans. 

In a separate question, Gallup asked which 
posed a greater threat to the future of the country— 
big business, big labor, or big government. By a 
strong majority, respondents say big government 
(65%). Only 7% say big labor, while 22% say big 
business. Since Gallup first began asking this ques¬ 
tion in February 1965, the threat of big government 
has consistently been considered more ominous 
than that of big labor or big business. Public con¬ 
cern about big government has nearly doubled in 
that time period, from 35% to 65%, and concern 
about big labor has diminished substantially, from 
29% to only 7%. However, respondents remain rel¬ 
atively unconcerned about big business, with iust 
about one in Five (22%) currently perceiving it as a 
threat, compared to 17% in 1965. 

The perceived threat of big government is 
strongly related to political party affiliation. 
Democrats (32%) express more concern about 
big business than do Republicans (9%) and inde¬ 
pendents (21%). And, alternately. Republicans 
(81%) express substantially more concern about 
big government than do Democrats (51%) and in¬ 
dependents (67%). 


NOVEMBER 1 
ISSUES REFERENDUM 

Interview Dates: 10/25-28/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131833 

Analysis: In a poll conducted this past weekend, 
October 25-28, Gallup asked Americans if they 
would vote for or against a variety ol twenty dif¬ 
ferent proposals Many of the issues tested in this 
referendum format were the same as those asked 
in a similar referendum four years ago, while oth¬ 
ers were distilled from the topics and issues in the 
news of this campaign year. The twenty proposi¬ 
tions include only a sampling of potential propos¬ 


als that could be put before Congress, but they 
serve as a representative list of the types of con¬ 
cerns with which elected representatives, candi¬ 
dates lor office, and average Americans often 
find themselves contending, 

There are a great number of issues that arise 
in the normal discourse of American political life, 

■ S'ld that nuniher expands in a hotly contested 
election year such as this one Many issues are 
complex and involved, but It is sometimes useful 
to distill them into simple for/against choices as if 
they were on the ballot on Election Day The re¬ 
sults of this referendum show that respondents 
have decidedly mixed views overall, with two- 
thirds saying they would vote “tor” both a num¬ 
ber of traditionally conservative issues as well as 
what could be considered liberal propositions. 

For example, super-majorities favor manda¬ 
tory testing of public school teachers and stu¬ 
dents, raising the minimum wage, suffer penalties 
for hate crimes, across-the-board tax cuts, keep¬ 
ing abortion legal, licensing new handguns, 
prayer in the public schools, and privatizing part 
of Social Security. A majority also favors a ban 
on “partial birth" abortions and supports reducing 
the size of government. The public is divided on 
several other questions, ranging from an assault 
weapons ban to oil exploration in the Arctic Na¬ 
tional Wildlife Refuge in Alaska. 

• Eighty-two percent support raising the 
minimum wage by one dollar per hour 

• Mandatory licensing and registration of 
new handgun purchases receives majority 
support from 72% of the public 

• More than two-thirds (67%) say that, if 
they had the opportunity, they would nm 
vote to overturn the Supreme Court deci¬ 
sion on abortion {Roe vs. UVnJe i 

• Eighty-three percent would support a law 
that save harsher penalties to perpetrators ot 
hate crimes 

• Sixty- nine percent would vote lor a con¬ 
stitutional amendment to allow prayer in 
public schools 

• Sixty-three percent favor a ban on "partial 
birth" abortion 

• A majority are opposed to a proposal ae.it- 
ine lesal civil unions between homosexual 

■w" 
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couples; 54% would vote against such a 
law. while 42% would vote for this proposal 

• A large majority are against allowing 
states to have racial and gender prefer¬ 
ences in hiring and school admissions; 
85% oppose the racial preferences pro¬ 
posal. and 86% oppose the gender prefer¬ 
ences proposal 

• Most Americans (78%) would vote for an 
across-the-board tax cut 

• A smaller majority would vote to reduce 
the size and budget of all government 
agencies (62%) 

• Forty-four percent are in favor of exploring 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in 
Alaska for oil, while 50% are opposed. The 
issue of Alaskan oil drilling reveals sub¬ 
stantial gender and partisan gaps. More¬ 
over, those who have been following the 
news about this issue closely are more 
likely to support the idea than those who 
have not (51% vs. 36%), mostly because 
Republicans are more likely to be follow¬ 
ing the issue than are Democrats 

• Curtailing the level of legal immigration 
in this country is also met with mixed 
support. Forty-three percent would stop 
most legal immigration, while 51% would 
not vote for such a proposal 

• Seventy-five percent would support a law 
mandating national standardized tests in 
public schools every year 

• Almost all (95%) favor a law that would 
require new public school teachers to pass 
competency tests 

• Fifty-six percent support the idea of giving 
parents government-funded school vouch¬ 
ers to pay for tuition at private schools 

The Gender Gap 
(Support for Twenty Issues among 
Men and Women) 

Men vj. 
women 

Men Women gap 

'‘for’’ “for" "for" 

Re-establishing 
relations with 

Cuba 67% 46% +21 


Oil exploration in 


Alaska 

52 

37 

+ 15 

Reducing government 
agencies 

64 

60 

+4 

Racial preferences 

15 

11 

+4 

Privatizing Social 
Security 

68 

65 

+3 

Targeted tax cuts 

54 

51 

+3 

Gender preferences 

12 

9 

+3 

Mandatory teacher 
testing 

95 

95 

0 

Public school testing 

75 

75 

0 

School vouchers 

56 

56 

0 

Overturning 

Roe vs. Wade 

30 

30 

0 

Across-the-board 
tax cuts 

77 

78 

-1 

Assault weapons 
ban 

58 

60 


Stopping legal 
immigration 

42 

45 

-3 

Banning “partial 
birth’’ abortion 

61 

65 

-4 

Legalization of 
civil unions 

39 

45 

-6 

Hate crime 
legislation 

78 

88 

-10 

Prayer in public 
schools 

64 

74 

-10 

Raising minimum 
wage 

76 

87 

-11 

Licensing of new 
handguns 

71 

83 

-12 


The Party Gap 

(Support for Twenty Issues among Republicans , 
Democrats , and Independents) 

Repub¬ 
licans 
‘for" 

Mandatory teacher 
testing 94% 

Across-the-board 
tax cuts 89 

Privatizing Social 
Security 85 

Public school testing 79 


Dem¬ 

Inde¬ 

ocrats 

pendents 

"for" 

"for" 

95% 

96% 

69 

80 

51 

70 

72 

76 
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Prayer in public 


schools 

Hate crime 

76 

66 

64 

legislation 

Reducing 

government 

75 

90 

79 

agencies 

Raising minimum 

72 

54 

63 

wage 

71 

90 

82 

School vouchers 
Licensing of new 

68 

46 

57 

handguns 

Banning “partial 

68 

83 

78 

birth”* abortion 

Oil exploration in 

67 

59 

67 

Alaska 

63 

30 

41 

Assault weapons ban 
Re-establishing 

51 

64 

60 

relations with Cuba 
Overturning 

50 

61 

54 

Roe vs. Wade 
Stopping legal 

45 

20 

28 

immigration 

41 

45 

42 

Targeted tax cuts 
Legalization of 

37 

65 

46 

civil unions 

25 

54 

46 

Gender preferences 

6 

15 

7 

Racial preferences 

6 

19 

11 


NOVEMBER 2 
PRESIDENT CLINTON 

Interview Dates: 10/25-28/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131833 


Do you approve or disapprove of the wax 
Bill Clinton is handling his job as president 


2000 Oct 25-28 

2000 Oct 6-9 _ 

2000 Sep 11-13 . 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 3 
2000 Aug 18-19 ., 
2000 Aug 11-12 ,. 
2000 Aug 4~5_ 


Di v- 


Approve 

ui.'t- 

approvc 

.. .57% 

38% 

.. .58 

37 

.. .60 

34 

...62 

35 

.. .62 

35 

.. .58 

39 

,. .57 

40 


A'o 

opinion 

5% 

5 

6 
3 
3 
3 
3 


Do you !,ave « favorable or unfavorable 
opinion of Bill Clinton, or have you never 


heard of him ? 

Favor¬ 

Unfavor¬ 

No 

opinion; 

never 

2000Oct 25-28 ... 

able 

able 

heard of 

.. .54% 

44% 

2 % 

2000 Sep 15-17 

.. .46 

48 

6 

2000 Aug 18-19 

. .48 

48 

4 

2000 Aug 4-5 .. .. 

. 42 

54 

4 


Analysis: According to a Gallup Poll conducted 
Oct, 25-28.57% ol Americans approve of the job 
Bill Clinton is doing as president. In the past half 
century, only two other presidents—Dwight 
Eisenhower and Ronald Reagan—have finished a 
second term in office In mid-' lober I960, 
Eisenhower received a 58% approval rating, 
while in mid-October 19SK P agan s approval 
rating registered at 51 % 

Clinton’s current approval rating is down 
slightly from the 59% average he has enjoyed for 
this election year, but his current favorable ratine 
is up. By a margin of 54% to 44%. the public has 
a favorable, rather than unfavorable, opinion ot 


he president, substantially better than the nei 
legaiive ratio of 42% favorable to 54% untavor- 
ible he received at the beginning of August this 
'car. right alter the GOP convention 1 his lowest 

,uch rating in eight years. 

The high point lor Clinton's job approval 
atmg was in December 1998, when Ins approval 
lumber reached 73% in a December 19-20 poll. 
3is lowest job approval rating has been 39%. a 
ow point he reached in June 1993, and again in 

\ugust and September 1994. 

“ | tl a Gallup Poll la^t month, conducted 

October 6-9, Americans gave Clinton high marks 
r or his handling of both the economy and foreign 
iffairs. Seventy-one percent approved oK I m ton 
n his dealing with the economy and 55% or h 
landling of foreign affairs. His highest rat in, 

,oth items cante m the first quarter of 19/ 

noils in January and March showed approval a - 

s for Clinton on the economy that reaches 

rlv.i rtLfcheU feLr.r- 


i 
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This occurred shortly after the president was ac 
quilted by the Senate in his impeachment trial. 


NOVEMBER 2 
DIFFERENCES within 
VOTER SUBGROUPS 

Interview Dates: 10/30—11/1/00 
CN 'liVSA Today/G'Mvp Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

Analysis: A Gallup Poll, conducted October 30- 
November 1, shows that the race for president this 
year is dose— Republican nominee George W, 
Bush is now getting 47% of the vote, compared 
to 43% for Democratic nominee A1 Gore among 
likely voters nationwide. This relative closeness 
of the race overall, however, masks the tact that 
there are very significant differences in voter 
preferences within demographic subgroups oi the 
electorate. 

There are, of course, major differences by 
self-reported party affiliation and by ideology. 
About nine out of ten respondents who call them¬ 
selves Republicans are voting for Bush, with just a 
slightly smaller number of self-reported Demo¬ 
crats voting for Gore. Similarly, conservatives are 
highly likely to be Bush voters, while liberals are 
in the Gore camp. There are, however, significant 
differences among other, nonpolitical subgroups of 
the population, based on ethnicity, gender, work¬ 
place status, urban versus rural residence, family 
status, gun ownership, and union membership. 

Among those subgroups. Gore finds his 
strongest support (50% or more) among blacks, 
union members, working women with children, 
working women in general, those living in urban 
areas, tiiose who do not own guns, and those who 
are employed part-time. Bush, on the other hand, 
is most strongly supported by homemakers, gun 
owners, those who attend church weekly, men 
(especially suburban men), those living in rural 
areas, married voters, whites, and those with chil¬ 
dren under 18 years of age. 

The chart below breaks out the most recent 
three-night sample of 2,123 likely voters by de¬ 
mographic subgroup, ordered by the margin of 
vote between Gore and Bush: 


Support for Gore vs. Bush within Subgroups 
(Based on Likely Voters) 



Gore 

Bush 

Blacks 

87% 

4% 

Union members 

61 

30 

Employed part-time 

53 

36 

Working women with children 

53 

38 

Working women 

52 

38 

Urban 

52 

38 

Do not own a gun 

50 

39 

Unmarried 

49 

39 

Women 

49 

40 

Women with children 

49 

42 

Suburban women 

47 

42 

No children under 18 at home 

46 

43 

Attend church less than weekly 

47 

44 

Not employed 

45 

46 

Total sample 

43 

47 

Suburban 

41 

49 

Employed full-time 

40 

49 

Not member of union 

40 

49 

Children under 18 at home 

38 

51 

White 

38 

52 

Married 

39 

53 

Rural 

37 

54 

Men 

37 

54 

Suburban men 

35 

56 

Attend church weekly 

33 

56 

Gun owners 

31 

61 

Homemakers 

32 

62 

Several conclusions can be drawn irom 


these comparisons. First, ethnicity is a major pre¬ 
dictor of the vote in American society today; 
blacks are highly likely to vote for Gore, wink- 
whites tilt to Bush. Second, gender remains a 
variable significantly related to vote choice: 
women are more likely to vote for the Demo 
cratic candidate, while men are more likely to 
vote for the Republican candidate. There art 
however, some differences within the gendci cat 
egory. Women who work outside the home am 
have children, for example, are somewhat more 
likely to be voting for Gore than the average 
woman voter, while the relatively small grout 
women who choose the category “homemaker k 
describe themselves are much more likely to 
supporting Bush than the average woman voter 
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Third, union membership and gun owner¬ 
ship are both strong predictors of vote choice 
Union membership, a traditional predictor of sup- 
port for Democratic candidates, remains so in this 
election, with union members breaking for Gore 
over Bush by a 2-to-l margin. Gun ownership, on 
the other hand, is a strong predictor of Bush sup¬ 
port. Gun owners exhibit, in fact, the opposite 
pattern of union members, breaking for the 
Republican candidate by a 2-to-l margin 

NOVEMBER 2 

NADER VOTERS’ SECOND CHOICES 


Simple multiplication suggests that Gore would 
pick up, at most, 2% of the vote if all of Nader’s 
backers suddenly decided not to vote for (heir can¬ 
didate and followed through on what they said they 
would do in the survey Adding 2% to Gore’s total 
would pull him closer to Bush in the national popu¬ 
lar vote but would not, at this time, put him over the 
top However, if 40% of Nader voters were to move 
into the Gore column in certain states, it is possible 
that this change could tilt those states toward the 
Democratic candidate and make a difference in die 
overall Electoral College vote on November 7. 


Interview Dates: 10/23-11/2/00 
CNN/t/SA Tbday/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

Asked of Nader voters: Who would be your 
second choice for president, or would you 
not vote at all? 


A1 Gore . 

George W Bush 



Would not vote . 

Other (vol.) . 

Don’t know; no opinion_ 



Analysis: What would Ralph Nader’s voters be 
doing if they couldn’t vote for the Green Parly 
candidate? The Gallup Poll has asked Nader vot¬ 
ers that question over recent days, and about four 
out of ten Nader supporters would otherwise vote 
for A1 Gore. 

Conventional wisdom suggests that Nader is 
hurting the chances of Gore, the Democratic can¬ 
didate, and the Gallup Poll data would support 
that hypothesis. Forty-three percent of Nader vot¬ 
ers say they would vote for Gore if they couldn t 
vote for Nader. On the other hand, that leaves 
more than half of Nader voters who would tilt 
toward another candidate, or w'ho say that they 
would not vote at all, About two out of ten would 
vote for George W. Bush, while three out ol ten 
either would not vote at all or don’t know for 
whom they would vole. A very small number 
would vote for still another Third Party candidate 

The most recent tracking data suggest that 
Nader is getting about 4% ol the vote nationally 


NOVEMBER 5 
BUSH’S DUI ARREST 

Interview Dales- 11/2—1/00 
CNN/USA 7’w/m/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

Ay yow may know, George IV. Bush acknowl¬ 
edged that he icwi arrested on a misdemeanor 
charge of driving under the influence of alco¬ 
hol at 1976. Does this fact make you less 
like/v to vote for George IV. Bush, or will it 
not affect your vote? 


Ltkclv Re pith- hide- Dont*- 

voten Ucans pendents cnit.\ 


Less likely ... .9% 

3% 10% 

14% 

No effect . 87 

92 86 

82 

More likely (vol.) . 2 

3 2 

1 

Don’t know . 2 


3 

Still thinking about this matter, which t 

otws 

closer to your view —i 

7 is uti important 

ituh~ 

cator of Bush’s ability 

; to sen e tts prey 

nieni. 

or it is not relevant to 

Bush v ability ft* 

V< */T V 

as president? 



Ukt’lv 

Repufr ■ hide- l 


1 our* 

itLW :rv prndtftn 


Important 



indicator . . ... 16% 

7% 13% 

^ .V 1 * 

w i t f 

Not relevant - • 'll 

89 80 

64 

Both: neither 



(vol.) . .- 

1 2 

— 

Don't know . - ■ -5 

TJi fib 

S j 
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Which comes closer to your view—the re¬ 
lease of the slon’ occurred at this time be¬ 
cause it was a “dirty trick" the Democrats 
had been planning for some time, or the re¬ 
lease of the ston> occurred at this time be¬ 
cause the facts of the matter just happened 
to be uncovered now? 


Likely 

voters 

“Dirty trick" 

planned.41% 

Facts just 

uncovered..41 

Both; neither 
(vol.) ,f..*.*«***8 
Don’t know.10 


Repub¬ 

Inde¬ 

Demo¬ 

licans 

pendents 

crats 

68% 

40% 

15% 

18 

40 

66 

6 

10 

7 

8 

10 

12 


Which comes closer to your view—Bush did 
not have a responsibility to make this known 
because it was a personal matter, or Bush had 
a responsibility to make this known before 
non because he is a candidate for president? 


Likely 
vo ten 

Did not have 
responsibility .. ,54% 
Had 

responsibility ., ,36 
Both; neither 

(vol.).4 

Don’t know.6 


Repub¬ 

Inde¬ 

Demo¬ 

licans 

pendents 

crats 

74% 

53% 

35% 

18 

35 

56 

3 

5 

3 

5 

7 

6 


Analysis: Eighty-seven percent of voters say that 
the revelation last Thursday of George W, Bush’s 
having been arrested on DUI (driving under the 
influence) charges in Maine in 1976 will make no 
difference in their vote for president this coming 
Tuesday, Nine percent say the incident will make 
them less likely to vote for Bush, and 16% say it 
is an important indicator of Bush’s ability to 
sen e as president. The combined sample of inter¬ 
views with likely voters conducted Thursday 
through Saturday, meanwhile, shows Bush main¬ 
taining a slight edge, as he has all week, by a 
48% to 43% margin over A1 Gore. Ralph Nader 
is now getting 4% of the vote. 


The surveys conducted Friday and Saturday 
included four questions that asked likely voters 
about the DUI incident. The most basic asked 
voters if the fact that Bush acknowledged that he 
was arrested on a misdemeanor charge of drivim- 
under the influence of alcohol in ! 976 made them 
less likely to vote for him, or if it would have no 
effect on their vote. The results: 87% said that it 
would have no effect, while 9% said that it would 
make them less likely to vote for Bush, (The rest 
either said that it would make them more likely to 
vote for Bush [2%] or that they didn’t know.) 
About 85% of Democrats are already voting for 
Gore, so in many ways it is logical for them to 
say that the incident will have no effect, although 
it would be possible for Democrats to have re¬ 
sponded “less likely”—in essence, acknowledg¬ 
ing that it reinforced their vote tendencies. 

The key group here may be independents 
who have generally been fairly well split in terms 
of their intentions to vote for Bush over Gore. For 
example, in the latest three-day sample of likely 
voters surveyed November 2-4, independents 
break for Bush by just 1 point, 40% to 39%. Ten 
percent of this group say that the incident makes 
them less likely to vote for Bush, which, in a very 
tight race, presumably could make some difference 

A slightly higher percentage of likely voters 
(16%) say that the incident is an important indi¬ 
cator of Bush’s ability to serve as president, but 
more than three-quarters say that it is not. Again, 
those who say that it is an important indicator 
skew toward the Democrats, although 64% of this 
partisan group, who generally vote for Gore and 
not Bush, still say that it is not relevant. But there 
are two cautions. First, even a very small number 
of voters—for example, the 10%-13% of inde¬ 
pendents who say that the incident affected them 
negatively—could make a difference in a very 
tight race. Second, the ultimate effect of the inci¬ 
dent on Election Day does not necessarily have to 
manifest itself in these direct responses to ques¬ 
tions. It is possible that even voters whose Ju^ 1 
reaction is to say that the incident will not affect 
them could ultimately be tilted away irom a Bush 
vote by Election Day. 

The Friday and Saturday interviewing also 
contained two other questions dealing with tlie 
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DUI incident. The first asked voters about the tim¬ 
ing of the incident. The responses showed that, 
despite protestations from the Gore campaign that 
there was no organized Democratic involvement 
or planning in the release of the story five days 
before the election, about four out of ten likely 
voters agree that its release was a “dirty trick" dial 
the Democrats had been planning for some time 
Exactly the same number of voters, however, says 
that the release of the story occurred at this time 
because it just happened to be uncovered now. 
Naturally, Republicans (68%) most adhere to the 
“dirty trick” hypothesis; independents are split on 
this issue, while only 15% of Democrats agree 
The final question dealt with whether or not 
Bush had an obligation to report the incident ear¬ 
lier because of his high-visibility role as a presi¬ 
dential candidate. The slim majority of likely 
voters say that it was okay for Bush not to have 
revealed the incident because it was a personal 
matter. About a third, much more likely to be 
Democrats and independents, say that Bush 
should have revealed it before this time 

The latest three-day sample of likely voters, 
based on 2,733 interviews conducted Thursday. 
Friday, and Saturday, shows little change from 
the vote situation as measured all week. Bush 
now gets 48% of the vote, while Gore gets 43%. 
Ralph Nader draws 4%. Voters interviewed on 
Thursday night most probably had not been ex¬ 
posed in any meaningful way to the news discus¬ 
sions of the DUI incident. Over the last six days, 
using a combined sample of 4,856 voters, the to¬ 
tals are Bush 47%, Gore 43%, and Nader 4%. 

NOVEMBER 5 

CLOSENESS OF POPULAR VOTE 

Interview Dates. 11/4-5/00 
Cm/USA TodaytG allup Pol! 

Survey AGO 13 i 344 

Analysis: The latest estimate of the national pop- 
ular vote, based on 2,386 interviews with likely 
voters conducted Saturday and Sunday, shows 
George W. Bush maintaining only the slightest of 
margins over Al Gore. Bush receives 47% of the 
vote, Gore receives 45%, and Green Party candi¬ 
date Ralph Nader gets 4%. The percentage ot 


likely voters who remain undecided has now 
dropped to 3%, the lowest of the fall. The esti¬ 
mate of the vote for each candidate has a margin 
of error oi 2 points, which puts the race in the 
loo close to call” category as of Sunday. Addi¬ 
tionally, of course, the campaign is sull under 
way lor another thirty-six hours, and even slight 
additional movement in one direction or the other 
before the polls open on Tuesday morning could 
ultimately determine who wins the popular vote. 

Bush has maintained a slight lead over Gore 
all week, but the weekend’s 2-point margin sug¬ 
gests a slight tightening as the race turns the cor¬ 
ner into the final days Although interviewing on 
Friday and Saturday showed that only a small per¬ 
centage of likely voters say the revelation about 
Bush's DUI conviction in 1976 will make a dif- 
terence in their vote, it should be noted that Gore 
has done slightly better in interviewing conducted 
since the incident became public on Thursdav. 

The tightness of the race is underscored by 

■V* " 

the voters’ perceptions of the images of the two 
major-party candidates. Fifty-eight percent of 
likely voters have a favorable opinion of Bush, 
while 55% have a favorable opinion of Gore. 
Gore's favorable rating has been quite variable 
during the period that began with the debates, 
falling to 49% on one occasion but rising to 58% 
on another. The current 5S% favorable rating for 
Bush is his lowest since the debates began. 

Bush now receives 91% of the vote ol Re¬ 
publicans. while Gore, as has been the case since 
the beginning of October, receives a slightly 
smaller 86%: of the Democratic vote. Indepen¬ 
dents now break for Bush over Gore by only I 
point, 41% to 40%. Putting all of this together 
gives Bush his 2-point advantage 

NOVEMBER 7 

STATE OF THE NATION IN 

AN ELECTION YEAR 

Interview Dates - 10/6-9/00 
Gallup Poll New •* Service 
Survey #GO 131659 

hi general, are you satisfied or ,I:wansIn >! 
with the way things are going in flu t nihd 
States at tins time 
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2000 Oct 6-9 
2000 Aug 29—Se| 
2000 Aug 18-19 
2000 Jul 14-16 
2000 Jun 22-25 
2000 May 18-21 
2000 Apr 3-9 . 
2000 Feb 25-27 


* r » w * 


Satisfied 

Dis¬ 

satisfied 

No 

opinion 

the 1996 and 1992 presidential elections. In 1996, 
47% were satisfied with the economy, while only 

t ,62% 

36% 

2% 

11% expressed satisfaction in 1992. Moreover, a 

.. .59 

38 

3 

majority (54%) think that economic conditions 

. 63 

33 

4 

are getting better now, while 34% think they are 

., .61 

35 

4 

getting worse. These numbers are similar to those 

. ..56 

39 

5 

of 1996. when 50% thought the economy was 

. . .55 

42 

3 

getting better and 38% thought it was getting 

.. .59 

37 

4 

worse. 

.. .65 

32 

3 

When Americans enter the voting booth on 

...69 

28 

3 

Tuesday, no single concern will dominate their 


Do you approve or disapprove of die way 
Congress is handling its job? 


2000 Ocl 6-9 


i i * i > > 


2000 May 18-21 



Dis- 

Approve 

approvi 

. .49% 

42% 

..48 

42 

..39 

52 

. .51 

42 


No 

opinion 

9% 

10 

9 

7 


thinking. This is unlike many previous elections, 
when a majority or near majority could point to 
one or two issues as being the most important 
problems facing the country, The most important 
problem today is education, but only 17% mention 
this, and 12% mention concern about the nation's 
moral or ethical decline, Contrast this lo 1992, 
when 37% mentioned the economy and another 
27% unemployment; 1980. when 52% mentioned 




AAGh 


Analysis: As the country prepares to elect a new 
president on Tuesday, recent Gallup Polls show 
that the American public is generally happy with 
the current state of the nation. A clear majority 
(62%) indicate they are satisfied with the way 
things are going in the United States, according 
to an October 6-9 poll. This rating is much 
higher than that of most other recent election 
years. For example, only 39% were satisfied with 
the way things were going in the United States 
just before the 1996 presidential election, and a 
still lower 26% were satisfied in 1992. Respon¬ 
dents tended to be more satisfied in 1988, as 56% 
expressed satisfaction near Election Day that 
year. A little less than a majority were satisfied in 
1984(48%). 

History shows that good economic condi¬ 
tions are conducive to the re-election of incum¬ 
bents. A! Gore hopes to continue the Democrats' 
hold on the White House by defeating Repub¬ 
lican George W Bush on Tuesday. Currently, 
71% express satisfaction with economic condi¬ 
tions in this country—14% describe them as “ex¬ 
cellent" and 57% as “good." Gallup has assessed 
economic conditions this way in the previous two 
presidential elections. Americans are much more 
satisfied now than they were at the time of both 


Vietnam as the country's top problem. These num¬ 
bers underscore the point that Americans ture gen¬ 
erally happy with the current state of the nation, 

At the present time, they express general ap¬ 
proval with the performance of all three branches 
of government, though they give highet marks to 
the Supreme Court and the president than to 
Congress. The latest numbers on President Bill 
Clinton's job approval, from an October 25-28 
poll, show that 57% approve of the job he is 
doing, while 38% disapprove. This is very similar 
to his rating in 1996, when he won re-election, at 
which lime 54% approved of the job he v-us 
doing. Clinton’s current job approval near the end 
of his tenure is comparable to the ratings ot the 
two previous presidents who served two tu 
terms—Dwight Eisenhower, of whom 58% of the 
public approved in 1960, and Ronald Reagan, ° 
whom 51% approved in 1988. Respondents air 
rently give Clinton high marks for his manage¬ 
ment of the economy (71%), but they are less 
enthusiastic about his handling of foreign affairs, 
although a majority (55%) still approve. 

The public is less generous in its ratings o 
Congress, where 49% approve of the job the 
tional legislature is doing, while 42% disoppro'*-- 
However, these marks are historically \er\ 


368 


THE GALLUP POLL 


for Congress, with an all-time high of 51% ap¬ 
proval registered in January of this year. Just be¬ 
fore the election in 1996, only 34% approved of 
the job Congress was doing. The highest ratings 
of any of the three branches of government go to 
the Supreme Court, as 62% now approve and 
only 29% disapprove. 


NOVEMBER 7 

MAJOR TURNING POINTS IN 
THE 2000 ELECTION 

Analysis: A review of Gallup polling conducted 
throughout this election year suggests three major 
turning points in the election—the primary sea¬ 
son, when George W, Bush’s double-digit lead 
over A1 Gore, persisting for over a year, was cut 
in half; the party conventions, when Gore 
emerged as highly competitive with Bush, and 
the presidential debates, when the Texas gover¬ 
nor moved back into the lead, even if only by a 
few percentage points. It could be that a fourth 
and final turning point is now under way as die 
Gallup Poll has tightened, indicating a very close 
finish. Or it could be that the last two days of the 
campaign are just an extension of the past three 
weeks, w'ith Bush maintaining—and thus winning 
by—a small advantage over Gore. The final 
Gallup projection is for Bush to win 48% of the 
vote. Gore 46%, Ralph Nader 4%. Pat Buchanan 
1%, and others 1%. However, given the 2-poinl 
margin of error, it is possible that Gore could 
emerge the popular vote winner, although the 
final Gallup Poll suggests that Bush is the more 
likely winner 

Bush first emerged as a serious presidential 
contender after his landslide re-election a>. Texas 
governor in November 1998. In February 1999, 
shordy after President Clinton was acquitted by the 
Senate in his impeachment trial. Bush led Gore in a 
hypothetical matchup by 54% to 43%. a double - 
digit lead that Bush enjoyed lor virtually all ol 
1999. His average lead that year was 15 points, 
ranginu from a low of 9 to a high of 17 points. 

The first indication of Bush s vulnerability 
came shortly after the new year, when Arizona 
Senator John McCain emerged as a serious chal¬ 


lenger for the Republican nomination Initially in 
2000. Bush maintained his electoral dominance 
over Gore, but the first general election poll after 
the New Hampshire primary- (which Bush lost to 
McCain by 18 points) showed Bush's lead over 
Gore at 9 points. Ten days later it was down to 5 
points, and over the next several months, through 
the middle of July. Bush’s lead averaged just 
over 6 points, significantly below die 15-point 
margin he had enjoyed the previous year 

The second major turning point in the cam¬ 
paign occurred during the Republican and 
Democratic conventions. Going into his own con¬ 
vention. Bush gained support as the news media 
gave positive coverage to the upcoming activities 


and to the choice of Richard Cheney as the vice 
presidential candidate. Just before the GOt 
convention began. Bush was leading Gore by 11 
points, and just alter the GOP convention, he en¬ 
joyed a 17-point lead. Bush's lead die next week. 


right before the Democratic convention, was virtu¬ 
ally the same at 16 points, but a week later, after 
the Democratic convention was over, the race was 
a dead heat, with Gore enjoying a l-puint lead in 
the poll These convention “bounces" are typical 
of most presidential campaigns, as the intense 
media attention first on one. then on the other, 
party is accompanied by positive voter reactions to 
the party that is in the limelight. Usually. however, 
the advantage that such a convention bounce 
brings to a candidate s campaign quickly fades, 
once media attention shifts us focus However, fol¬ 
lowing the Democratic convention, (lore mam 
rained his competitive stance with Bush. As Labor 
Day came and went, it became clear that ihis was a 


new presidential race 

Over the next two weeks. Gore moved into a 
small lead that averaged about 6 points, but dun m l 


Summer Olympics, when the news media vini 
f ignored the presidential race. Gore s lead do 
>eared and the two candidates were essemiall 
1 once again. Going into the October dehates. 
iears as though Gore may have regained j h 
lead, as much of the political continental 
>cd on Bush’s lack of experience and 0 






16 V 


nvo moi s\m> 













in the fim and third debates by those who viewed 
the matches live, the net effect of all three debates 
was that Bush moved into the lead for the first 
time since the GOP convention. He has maintained 
a small lead for the past three weeks, although the 
discrete three-day averages for the last several 
days show a gradual gain by Gore—from a 48% to 
42% Bush advantage on October 31-November 2, 
to the final 48% to 46% Bush lead that was mea¬ 
sured over the last two days of the campaign. 
Essentially, Gore has picked up support, while 
Bush’s support has remained constant 


NOVEMBER 7 
PRESIDENTIAL RACE TOO 
CLOSE TO CALL 

Interview Dates: 11/5-6/00 
CNN/i/SA Today/ Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 

Analysis: The 2000 presidential election cam¬ 
paign draws to a close with the race essentially 
too close to call. Gallup’s final estimate of the 
national popular vote based on 2,350 interviews 
with likely voters conducted Sunday and 
Monday, November 5-6, has Republican nomi¬ 
nee George W. Bush at 48% of the vote. 
Democratic nominee Al Gore at 46%, Green 
Party nominee Ralph Nader with 4%, Reform 
Party nominee Pat Buchanan with I %, and 
“other” candidates with 1% The final estimate 
includes an allocation of undecided voters and is 
based on a final turnout assumption of 52%. 

This year's presidential election has been 
marked by several phases. Bush generally led 
Gore throughout the first half of the year, moving 
ahead by a significant margin immediately after 
the Republican convention held in Philadelphia in 
late July and early August. Gore rebounded after 
the Democratic convention in Los Angeles, how- 
e\er, and went on to lead in polling conducted in 
September. The race moved back to an essential 
tie before the first debate in October, and in the 
broader six-day averages of poll results taken 
from about the second debate onward. Bush led 


Gore by anywhere between 4 and 7 points In the 
final weekend of the campaign, the race nar¬ 
rowed. Bush averaged a 2-point lead over Gore in 
the combined sample of Saturday and Sunday in¬ 
terviewing and has the same 2-point lead, as 
noted above, in the final sample that combines 
Sunday and Monday interviewing. 

Ralph Nader has been a persistent factor in 
media discussions of the campaign this year, par¬ 
ticularly in light of the possible impact that he 
could have on Gore in a close race. Gallup re¬ 
search suggests that about half of Nader’s sup¬ 
porters would vote for Gore if they did not vote 
for the Green Party nominee; the possibility of 
such a last-minute switch could make a differ¬ 
ence in Gore’s ultimate vote total. 

Survey indicators of voter interest and atten¬ 
tion paid to the campaign, when compared to the 
same indicators in the final days of previous elec¬ 
tions, suggest that this election could produce a 
somewhat higher turnout than was the case in 
1996, when voter participation was 49%. The 
final allocated popular vote estimate reviewed 
above assumed a 52% turnout, but these rela¬ 
tively small differences in overall turnout levels 
had no effect on the vote estimates. Both major- 
party candidates are engaging in extensive gel- 
out-the-vote efforts, however, and unanticipated, 
sharply differential turnout by supporters ot one 
or the other candidate could make a substantial 
difference in the race. 

The final popular vote estimate reported by 
The Gallup Poll has historically reflected an allo¬ 
cation of the undecided vole to the various candi¬ 
dates. If tliis step were not taken, there would be 
no clear way to judge how close a particular poll 
has come to estimating the vole. The final unallo¬ 
cated figures for the Sunday/Monday sample this 
year were 47% for Bush, 45% for Gore, 4% for 
Nader, less than 1% for Buchanan and for “other 
candidates, and 4% undecided. 

It is important to bear in mind that the cur¬ 
rent survey findings refer to the popular vote, not 
the electoral vote. To report the electoral vote, it 
would be necessary to conduct separate full-scale 
surveys in each of the fifty states. As has been 
widely reported in recent weeks, it is mathemati¬ 
cally possible that in a close election such as this 
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one, a candidate who wins the national popular 
vote could lose the Electoral College tally. 


NOVEMBER 7 

CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS 

Interview Dates; 1 1/5-6/00 
CNN /t/SA 7o4ay/GalIup Poll 
Survey #GO 131344 


If the elections for Congress were being held 
today, which party's candidate would you 
vote for in your congressional district—the 
Democratic Party’s candidate, or the Repub¬ 
lican Party’s candidate? [IF UNDECIDED: 
As of today, do you lean more toward the 
Democratic Party’s candidate, or toward the 
Republican Party’s candidate?] 


Likely Voters 
2000 Nov 5-6 . 
2000 Nov 4-5 . 
2000 Oct 26-28 
2000 Oct 23-25 
2000 Oct 16-18 
2000 Oct 13-15 
2000 Sep 4—6 . 




Unde¬ 

cided; 

Demo- 

Repub- 

other 

cratic 

lican 

(vol); 

candi- 

candi- 

no 

date 

date 

opinion 

. .49% 

45% 

6% 

. .48 

47 

5 

. 45 

49 

6 

..44 

47 

9 

..45 

50 

5 

. .47 

46 

7 

. .46 

46 

8 


Analysis: Although Republicans currently enjoy a 
13-seat advantage over die Democrats in the House 
of Representatives, the final Gallup pre-election 
survey suggests that the Democrats have a good 
chance of regaining control for the first time since 
1994. The "generic ballot” asks voters winch 
party’s candidate they will support in their own dis¬ 
trict, and currently 49% say a Democratic candi 
date, while 45% say a Republican. When the 
undecided voters are allocated, the tinal Gallup 
projection for the popular vote for Congress is 5- 
for the Democrats and 48% for the Republicans. 

This ballot measures the aggregate vote across 
the country, while the actual results are based on 
which candidate wins at least a plurality °l %0 * e 


in each of 435 House districts. In theory, a party 
could win each district with just over 50% of the 
vote and thus win all of the 435 scats, but in prac¬ 
tice the aggregate vote has been a reliable indicator 
o! which party actually wins majority control. 

The current results have a margin of error of 
±2 percentage points, suggesting that there is the 
possibility of a dead heat between the two parties 
or that the Democrats could win by an even 
larger margin The best estimate suggests that the 
Republicans are more likely to lose majority con¬ 
trol than to retain it and that they are almost cer¬ 
tain to lose some seats. 

NOVEMBER 9 

TRADITIONAL CONSTITUENT GROUPS 

Analysis: Vice President Al Gore and Texas 
Governor George W. Bush competed in the most 
tightly contested presidential election in a genera¬ 
tion The latest tally of the nationwide popular 
vote—as of Wednesday night. November S —puts 
Gore at 48.2% and Bush at 48.1%. Gallup’s final 
pre-election poll, which involved interviews with 
2,350 likely voters on Sunday and Monday, pro¬ 
vides insights into ihe voting patterns of key sub¬ 
groups and reveals the coalitions of voters that 
each candidate was able to develop in his quest 
for the presidency. The percentages reported here 
are adjusted numbers that reflect each candidate's 
proportion of the vote earned t . ol rise -dni 

day nationwide compilations. 

• As in most recent election years, a gender 
Ea p was apparent in 2000. Gore won the 
support of 50% of women and 43% of 
men in ihe final pre-election poll, while 
Bush showed almost the identical reverse 
pattern, getting the votes of 51% of men 
and 43% of women 

. partisans overwhelmingly remained loyal 
to their candidates, with Republicans 
slightly more solid behind Bush (91%) 
than Democrats were for Gore (87 %h 
Bush edged Gore by a small margin 
among independent veers. 43* to 40%. 
(Gallup’s final sample indicated that likely 
voters on Election Day were slightly more 
Democratic titan Republican.) 
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Blacks continue to overwhelmingly sup¬ 
port Democratic presidential candidates, 
as 93% voted for Gore while only 3% 
voted for Bush 

Whites, on the other hand, showed much 
stronger support for Bush, by a 53% to 
42% margin over Gore 
Gallup’s final pre-election sample indi¬ 
cated that the two candidates did equally 
well among younger voters—those aged 
18-29. Both got 46% of the young adult 
vote. Additionally, the two candidates 
fared similarly among voters aged 50-64, 
with Gore at 4S% within this subgroup and 
Bush at 47%. Age differences were more 
apparent among those 30—49, who sup¬ 
ported Bush 51% to 44% over Gore, and 
among those aged 65 and over who more 
strongly supported Gore (53% to 39%) 

The candidates split evenly among college 
graduates, with each receiving 47% of that 
vote. These overall numbers hide an inter¬ 
esting phenomenon—Gore did much bet¬ 
ter among voters with a postgraduate 
education, winning 52% of that vote com¬ 
pared to 42% for Bush. In contrast. Bush 
scored better among those with a college 
degree but no postgraduate education, by a 
similar 52% to 43% margin 
Voters with a high-schoot education or 
less went to Gore, 50% to 42% 

Catholic voters gave a slight edge to Gore 
in the 2000 election, as the vice president 
earned 49% of the Catholic vote while 
Bush amassed 44%, Protestants favored 
Bush by a 54% to 41 % margin. Those with 
other religious preferences or no religion at 
all went for Gore, by a 51% to 40% margin 
Regular churchgoers strongly favored 
Bush, 55% to 38% over Gore. Those who 
do not regularly attend church favored 
Gore, 53% to 40% 

Conservative voters showed solid support 
for Bush, as would be expected, favoring 
him 69% to 26% over Gore. Liberal vot¬ 
ers demonstrated even stronger support 
tor Gore, 8 \ k to 97o. The moderate vote 
went to Gore, by a 53% to 39% margin 


• As the electoral vote indicated, each can¬ 
didate did very well in specific regions of 
the country. Gore enjoyed a healthy ad¬ 
vantage among voters in the East, by a 
53% to 40% margin. Bush did very well 
in the South, where 53% of voters sup¬ 
ported his candidacy compared to 43% 
who supported Gore. The West and Mid¬ 
west divided more evenly between the 
two candidates, with Gore winning 46% 
of the western vote compared to 45% for 
Bush, and Bush edging Gore in the 
Midwest, 47% to 46% 

• The two candidates also showed different 
bases of support by place of residence. 
Voters in urban areas strongly supported 
Gore, by a 59% to 34% margin. Con¬ 
versely, rural voters gave Bush a strong ad¬ 
vantage, 58% to 36%. Voters in the suburbs 
gave Bush a slight advantage, 49% to 447c 

• Those with household incomes of less 
than $20,000 per year supported Gore by 
54% to 38% over Bush. Those making be¬ 
tween $20,000 and $50,000 gave Gore a 
slight edge, 49% to 45%. Voters making 
in excess of $50,000 favored Bush, 52% 
to 44% 

• A '“marriage gap” was also evident in 
2000, as in previous elections. Married 
voters gave strong support to Bush, 55% 
to 407o over Gore. Non married voters fa¬ 
vored Gore, 56% to 36% 

• Union members showed solid support for 
Gore, favoring him over Bush, 67% to 
30% 

• Gun owners strongly supported Bush. 
58% to 38%. 


NOVEMBER 10 
YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY 

Interview Dates; 10/25-28/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131833 

In general, would you say that young people 
today are more levelheaded and have more 
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common sense than young people did . say. 
twenty-five years ago, or not as much? 


jvlorc * ■ * ■ * * * ♦" *' * * 

Not as much .. 

Same (vol.).. 

No opinion. 



Asked of men; If you were a young man 
and looking for a bride, which would you 
prefer—a young woman who is very pretty, 
or a young woman who is not pretty but has 
a lot of money? 


Pretty. 

Has money. 

Other qualities (vol.) 
No opinion. 


557c 

23 

15 

,.7 


Asked of women: If you were a young 
woman and looking for a husband, which 
would you prefer—a young man who is very 
handsome, or a young man who is not hand¬ 
some but has a lot of money? 


Handsome . 487 c 

Has money.34 

Other qualities (vol.).-8 

No opinion. 

Analysts: Americans today are much more skep¬ 
tical about young people than they were a half- 
century ago, according to a recent Gallup Poll, 
The survey also shows that when looking lor a 
spouse, men tend to prefer good looks to wealth, 
while women tend to prefer the opposite. 

A 1949 Gallup Poll question asked the pub¬ 
lic whether they would say that young people 
today are “more levelheaded and have more com¬ 
mon sense” than young people did twenty-five 
years ago, or not as much. Americans were u.- 
asked this question this year, and their response 
stood in stark contrast to the one given fifty-one 
years ago. In 1949, 427c of the public said that 
young people were more levelheaded than in the 
past, while 28%> disagreed. Today, just 19% say 
that young people are more levelheaded than 
young people of the past 


In 1950. Gallup asked men if they were 
young and looking for a bride, whether they 
would prefer “a young woman who is very pretty, 
or a young woman who is not pretty but has a lot 
of money. This year, Gallup asked men the same 
question and asked women a parallel question 
about a potential husband. Findings suggest that 
men today (559o) are more willing to say they 
prefer a pretty woman for a bride than men were 
in 1950 (33%). Women, on the other hand, seem 
to slightly prefer a man with money to a good- 
looking man when looking for a husband. 

Younger men are more likely than older 
men to cite the importance of good looks. 
Seventy-four percent of 18-29 year olds would 
prefer a pretty woman to a wealthy one. This per¬ 
centage drops to 55% among 30-49-year-old 
men, and 46% amons men over the ase of 50 


NOVEMBER 13 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION DISPUTE 


Interview Dates 11/11-12/00 
CNN/US>1 TWcn/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO I 


How closely have you been following the 
news about the current controversy concern¬ 
ing the outcome of Tuesday’s presidential 

election —very 1 closely, somewhat closely, 
not too closely, or not at all t lose /> 


National 

adults 


Very cl 
Somewhat closely 


.46% 

.41 


Not loo. not at all 
closely; 

no opinion ... 


Gore 

Push 

voters 

voters 

51%' 

54% 

41 

GO 

8 

8 


Which of (/imp statements do son dank hest 
describes the situation that has occurred 
since Tuesday's election for president-tl is 
a constitutional crisis, u is a major proven 

f or the country but is not a crisis, ,t is a 

L„or orMem for the coumry or „ is no, a 
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National 

Gore 

Bush 

adults 

voters 

voters 

Constitutional crisis .. .15% 

17% 

14% 

Major problem .49 

49 

50 

Minor problem .25 

23 

27 

Not a problem: 



no opinion .11 

11 

9 

If Al Gore is declared the winner and inait- 

gurated next January', would you accept him 

as the legitimate president. 

or not? 


National 

Gore 

Bush 

adults 

voters 

voters 

Yes .82% 

97% 

66 % 

No ,. * *...16 

1 

31 

No opinion .2 

2 

3 

[f George VV, Bush is declared the winner and 

inaugurated next January’, would you accept 

him as the legitimate president, or.not? 


National 

Gore 

Bush 

adults 

voters 

voters 

Yes...79% 

61% 

97% 

No 10 

36 

1 

No opinion .2 

3 

2 


Turning /low to the situation in Florida, if 
George IV. Bush has the most votes in Florida 
after the vote recount is finished and overseas 
ballots are completely counted next week, do 
you think Al Gore should concede the election 
or continue to wait for the results of other inves¬ 
tigations into voter irregularities in Florida? 


National 

Gore 

Bush 

adults 

voters 

voters 

Yes, concede..59% 

Continue to wait 

32% 

94% 

for results ___ .38 

66 

5 

No opinion .3 

2 

1 


Oppose.42 13 78 

No opinion ....3 2 2 

As you may know , there has been a contro¬ 
versy since the election over possible presi¬ 
dential ballot irregularities in Palm Beach 
County, Florida. From what you know about 
this, do you think the results in that county' 
should be viewed as final after the recount is 
completed, or do you think a second election 
should be held in that county? 


National Gore Bush 

adults voters voters 

Results viewed as 

final .. 57% 30% 91% 

Second election 

should be held.40 66 7 

No opinion.3 4 2 


How concerned are yon that this contro¬ 
versy makes the United States look bad in 
the eyes of other countries—very concerned, 
somewhat concerned, not too concerned, or 
not at all concerned? 



National 

Gore 

Bush 


adults 

voters 

voters 

Very concerned 
Somewhat 

. .36% 

37% 

40% 

concerned ... 

. .28 

25 

28 

Not too concerned .. 
Not at all concerned; 

..19 

18 

18 

no opinion. 

..17 

20 

14 


Which conies closer to your point of view — 
the federal government should pass laws 
that would establish the same ballots and 
voting procedures in al! states for all presi¬ 
dential elections; or decisions on ballot and 
voting procedures should be left to state and 
local officials, as is currently the case? 


Would you favor or oppose having Florida 
officials recount the votes in certain counties 
by hand, as the Gore campaign requested? 

National Gore Bush 

adults voters voters 

r .55% 85% 20% 



National 

Gore 

Bush 


adults 

voters 

voters 

Same procedures for 




all states. 

, .67% 

79% 

54% 

Left to state and 




local officials 

. .29 

18 

44 

No opinion . 

...4 

3 

9 
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Thinking for a moment about the way in 
which the president is elected in this coun¬ 
try, which would you prefer~to amend the 
Constitution so the candidate who receives 
the most total votes nationwide wins the 
election; or to keep the current system, in 
which the candidate who wins the most votes 
in the Electoral College wins the election ? 


Amend the 

National 

adults 

Core 

voters 

Bush 

voters 

Constitution .... 
Keep current 

. . .61% 

77% 

44% 

system .. 

Both; neither (vol.); 

. ..35 

20 

49 

no opinion .,.., 

....4 

3 

7 


Analysis: The American public is highly polar¬ 
ized over the outcome of last Tuesday’s election, 
as supporters of Al Gore and George W. Bush 
take opposite positions on a number of issues 
about how the winner should be determined. 
According to die latest Gallup Poll, 55% overall 
favor having Florida officials recount (he \oles in 
certain counties by hand as requested by the Gore 
campaign. Fifty-seven percent oppose a second 
election in Palm Beach County despite the con¬ 
troversy over possible ballot irregularities there, 
and 59% say Gore should concede the election in 
Florida if he is still behind in the vote after the re¬ 
count has been conducted and the overseas bal¬ 
lots counted. Still, when all is said and done, 
large majorities ot the public overall, and ot each 
group of partisans, say they will accepi either 
Bush or Gore as the legitimate president once the 
winner is officially declared and inaugurated next 
January. The events of the past few days are 
being followed more closely by die public than 
any other news event measured by Gallup o\ er 
the past ten years. 

The poll shows that by a margin oi 55% to 
42%, respondents favor the recount in certain 
Florida counties as requested by Gore representa¬ 
tives. Last Friday, the Bush campaign requestc a 
court injunction to prevent the hand recount, an 
Bush supporters reflect that point ol v ' eu 
also oppose die hand recount, by 78% to -0%, On 


die other hand. Gore supporters favor the recount by 
a slightly larger margin of 85% to 13%. The final 
margin in favor comes from majorities of those who 
voted for other candidates and those who did not 
vote at all. In contrast, a majority says there should 
not be a second election in Palm Beach County, by 
57% to 40%. Gore voters take an opposing position 
from the majority, calling for a second election by 
66% to 30% More than nine in ten of Bush sup¬ 
porters are joined by a majority of odier voters and 
non-voters in saying that the completed recount 
should be treated as the final outcome. 

The most widespread consensus is for Gore 


to concede the election in ! lortda if he is still be¬ 
hind after the ‘"vote recount" is completed and the 
overseas ballots are tallied, The question wording 
did not specify the precise type of "recount,” and 
the events of the weekend, changing as this survey 
was in the field, have highlighted the potential dif¬ 
ferences between a “mechanical” recount and the 
type of hand recount requested by die Gore cam¬ 
paign. Nevertheless, in response to the question as 
used, Gore supporters take the view that even if 
Bush has the most votes. Gore should wait for ad¬ 
ditional investigations into voter irregularities, by 
a 66% to 32% margin. Ninety-four percent of 
Bush supporters, along with more than six in ten 
other voters and non-voters, constitute a strong 
majority in favor ol a Gore concession should 
Bush still have the lead. (The survey did not con¬ 
tain a parallel question asking what voters thought 
Bush should do if Gore is in the lead after die re¬ 
count and overseas ballots are tabulated, but Bush 
advisor James Baker said on Sunday that Bush 
would concede if the recount and overseas ballots 


how him losing at the end ot the wlcL. ) 

Despite the differences between supporters 
if the two candidates, about eight in ten overall 
82%) will accept Gore as the legitimate president 
f he is declared die winner and inaugurated next 
fanuaiy, while just 16% will not. Similarly, about 
•iaht in ten (79%) will accept Bush as the legiti¬ 
mate president, while 19% will not. Among Gore 
supporters, 61% say they will, and 36% say they 
vill not, accept Bush as the legitimate presi 
lent, while among Bush supporters the margin is 
;imilar—66% will accept the vice president as le¬ 
gitimate, while 31* say they will not. 
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Although many observers have character¬ 
ized the current uncertainty over the winner of 
the presidential election as a constitutional cri¬ 
sis/' the public disagrees. Just 15% say it is a cri¬ 
sis, while about half (49%) say it is a major 
problem. Another third say it is only a minor 
problem (25%) or not a problem at all (9%). 
These views are shared about equally among both 
Gore and Bush supporters. Still. Americans are 
concerned about their country's image overseas. 
Overall, 36% are very concerned and another 
28% say “somewhat" concerned that the current 
controversy over the election outcome makes the 
United States look bad in the eyes of oilier coun¬ 
tries. Again, these views are shared about equally 
among Gore and Bush supporters. 

Since Gallup first asked Americans about the 
electoral system in 1944, the public has expressed 
widespread support for abolishing the Electoral 
College and allowing the president to be chosen 
by majority vote. In the latest poll, respondents 
support a constituuonal amendment to allow that 
system by 61% to 35%. Since Gore is currently 
leading in the popular vote, it is not surprising that 
Gore voters express the strongest support for the 
popular vote, 77% to 20%, while Bush supporters 
are ambivalent, showing net opposition by 49% to 
44%. Other voters and non-voters express clear 
majority support for a constitutional amendment 
to abolish the Electoral College. 

The public also supports standardization of 
ballots across the country, even if it involves fed¬ 
eral intervenuon into what has traditionally been 
state and local jurisdiction. Ballot design has be¬ 
come an issue since many voters in Palm Beach 
County claim that the ballot form they filled out 
confused them, and as a result they may have 
\oted for Pat Buchanan when they intended to 
vote for Gore. Overall, 67% say that the federal 
government should pass laws that would establish 
the same ballots and procedures in all states for 
all presidential elections, while 29% feel the deci¬ 
sions on these procedures should be left to state 
and local officials. Gore voters express the great¬ 
est support for tins measure, but even Bush voters 
support it by 54% to 44%, 

Overall, 87% have been following the news 
about the outcome of the presidential election ei¬ 


ther very closely (46%) or somewhat closely 
(4 i %), the highest score on this scale of any news 
story measured by Gallup since 1991. The second 
most salient event of the decade was the death of 
Princess Diana in September 1997, when 55% 
were following the story very closely and another 
30% said somewhat closely. The beginning of the 
ground war in Iraq in February 1991 also elicited 
much public attention, as 53% were following that 
event very closeiy and another 31 % said some¬ 
what closely. For no other event measured over 
the past ten years have there been as many as four 
in ten Americans paying very close attention. 


NOVEMBER 14 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION DISPUTE 

Interview Dates: 11/11-12/00 
CNN/USA Today /Gallup Poll 
Survey AGO 131959 

Would you say that you strongly approve, 
approve, disapprove, or strongly disapprove 
of the way each of the following has handled 
the situation surrounding the results of 
Tuesday's election for president: 


George W. Bush and his 

campaign 

advt- 

sors? 





National 

Gore 

Bush 


adults 

voters 

voters 

Strongly approve . 

...12%) 

1% 

30% 

Approve . 

. . .41 

29 

57 

Disapprove. 

...32 

48 

9 

Strongly disapprove 

. ..9 

18 

1 

No opinion. 

... .6 

4 

3 

Al Gore and his campaign advisors? 



National 

Gore 

Bush 


adults 

voters 

voters 

Strongly approve . 

. ..11% 

21% 

i% 

Approve.. 

. , .41 

64 

16 

Disapprove ...... 

.. .29 

12 

46 

Strongly disapprove 

. ..15 

2 

34 

No opinion . 

...A 

1 

3 
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The news media? 



National 

Gore 

Bush 

Strongly approve .. 

adults 

voters 

voters 

. - .4% 

5% 

1 % 

Approve .. 

. .35 

40 

29 

Disapprove-... 

. .38 

39 

44 

Strongly disapprove . 

..17 

12 

23 

No opinion . 

.. .6 

4 

3 

Analysis: Americans 

are closely divided 

in their 


assessment of the actions of the two candidates 
since the election. Just over half nationwide 
(53%) approve of the way George W. Bush and 
his advisors have handled the situation, while a 
nearly identical number (52%) approve of A1 
Gore’s handling. Slightly less than half disap¬ 
prove of each side. 

A postelection survey by Gallup conducted 
November 11—12 finds the public reacting to the 
results of the presidential election with pre¬ 
dictable partisanship. The nationwide poll was 
conducted after Bush advisor Janies Baker an¬ 
nounced that the Bush team was seeking a legal 
injunction against the hand recount requested by 
Gore advisors in four Florida counties. Rather 
than making a measured judgment about the ma¬ 
neuvers taking place in and out of the courts to 
decide the election, respondents seem to be m a 
defensive mode, mostly agreeing with the actions 
of their own candidate and generally disagreeing 
with those of his opponent 

Those who supported Bush for president ap¬ 
prove of the way he and his campaign advisors 
are handling the election controversy, with 87% 
approving and only 10% disapproving. At the 
same time, 80% of Bush voters disapprove of the 
way Gore and his team are handling the situation, 
and only 17% approve. In similar fashion, 85% of 
Gore voters approve of his handling of matters 
since the election and only 14% disapprove, 
while 30% of Gore voters approve of Bush’s han¬ 
dling of them and 66% disapprove. 

Bush voters were slightly stronger in their 
approval of their candidate this weekend than 
Gore voters were about Gore. Close to a third of 
Bush voters (30%) “strongly" approved of Bush s 
management of the situation, while 57% ap¬ 


proved Jess strongly. By comparison, only 21% 
of Gore voters strongly approved of Gore’s han¬ 
dling of it On the other side. Bush voters also 
seemed to be more angry at their opponent than 
Gore voters felt toward Bush. Only 18% of Gore 
voters ‘‘strongly’' disapproved of Bush’s handling 
of the election situation, compared to 34% of 
Bush voters who felt that way about Gore. 

The poll finds Americans highly attentive to 
the election results as a news story, with 46% say¬ 
ing they are following it very closely and another 
41% following it somewhat closely. Nevertheless, 
the public tends to disapprove of the way the news 
media have handled the story'—perhaps a reflec¬ 
tion of public displeasure with the media’s election 
night coverage in which they prematurely called 
the results in Florida. Only 39% approve of the 
media s handling of the election outcome, while 
55% disapprove. Bush voters are more likely to 
disapprove of the media, by 67% to 30%, than are 
Gore voters, who are almost evenly divided, with 
51 % disapproving and 45% approving. 

NOVEMBER 17 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS/PARTIES 
AND CANDIDATES 

Interview Dates: t I/I3-35/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131970 

How would you rate economic conditions t/i 
this country today—as excellent, good, only 
fair, or poor? 

Excellent .19% 

Good .53 

Only lair.. 21 

Poor .............7 

No opinion .. * 

*Less than 1% 

Right now, do you flunk that economic con¬ 
ditions in the country as a whole are getting 
better, or getting worse? 

Getting better...50% 

Getting worse.38 
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Same (vol.).. 

No opinion. 


* * * * 


....9 

....3 


Al Gore? 


In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied 
with the way things are going in the United 
States at this time? 

Satisfied.... 

Dissatisfied .41 

No opinion ....... 

How proud are you to be an American — 
very proud, quite proud, not very proud, or 
not at all proud? 

Very proud... .73% 

Quite proud ...22 

Not very proud. 4 

Not at all proud . ...1 

No opinion.* 

*Less than 1% 

Please tell me whether you have a favorable 
or unfavorable opinion of each of the 
following: 

The Republican Party? 



Favor- 

Unfavor- 

No . 


able 

able 

opinion 

2000 Nov 13-15 

.49% 

43% 

8% 

2000 Aug 4-5 .. 

.54 

37 

9 

2000 Jul 25-26 . 

.49 

39 

12 

2000 Jan 7-10 .. 

.53 

41 

6 


The Democratic Party? 


Favor¬ 

Unfavor¬ 

No 

able 

able 

opinion 

2000 Nov 13-15.53% 

38% 

9% 

2000 Aug 4-5.53 

38 

9 

2000 Jul 25-26 .56 

35 

9 

2000 Jan 7-10 ...... ,61 

33 

6 


Next, we d like to get your overall opinion of 
some people in the news . As / read each 
name, please say if you have a favorable 
unfavorable opinion of this person, or if y 
have never heard of him: 


or 

on 


Registered Voters 

Favor¬ 

able 

Unfavor¬ 

able 

No 

opinion; 

never 
heard oj 

2000 Nov 13-15 ... 

. .54% 

44% 

2 % 

2000 Nov 4-5 ..... 

. .56 

39 

5 

2000Oct24-26 ... 

. .53 

42 

5 

2000 Oct 23-25 ... 

, .55 

40 

5 

2000 Oct 20-22 ... 

. .57 

39 

4 

2000 Oct 5-7 . 

. .57 

37 

6 

2000 Sep 28-30 ... 

. .61 

31 

8 

2000Sep 15-17 ... 

. .62 

30 

8 


George W. Bush? 


Registered Voters 

Favor¬ 

able 

Unfavor¬ 

able 

No 

opinion; 

never 
heard of 

2000 Nov 13-15 

.. .54% 

43% 

3% 

2000 Nov 4-5 .... 

,. .55 

39 

6 

2000 Oct 24-26 . . 

.. .62 

33 

5 

2000 Oct 23-25 . . 

.. .60 

35 

5 

2000 Oct 20-22 .. 

.. .59 

37 

4 

2000 Oct 5-7 .... 

.. .58 

36 

6 

2000 Sep 28-30 .. 

.. .55 

38 

7 

2000 Sep 15-17 .. 

.. .51 

41 

7 


Have the events surrounding the 2000 presi¬ 
dential election made you more likely or less 
likely to vote in the next presidential elec¬ 
tion, or have they made no difference? 

More likely .39# 

Less likely... ...11 

No difference ..49 

No opinion..... - -.■ •' 

Analysis: A new Gallup Poll suggests that 
Americans’ basic satisfaction with the way things 
are going in this country has been unailected by 
the aftermath of Election 2000. Despite some con¬ 
cern that the events in Florida might cause jitter'' 
about the nation’s economic situation, the new poll 
shows that perceptions of current economic condi¬ 
tions are little changed from before the election. 
Althoueh unfavorable opinions about George ™ 
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Bush and Al Gore are up slightly, their overall im¬ 
ages continue to be positive, and neither appears 
to have been damaged more than the other by the 
controversy so far. About four out of ten. addi¬ 
tionally, say that the controversy has made them 
more likely to vote m future elections, while only 
one out of ten is now less likely to vote. 

There has been a slight uptick in unfavor¬ 
able opinions about the two candidates. Among 
registered voters. Gore’s unfavorable numbers 
have risen from 39 9c to 44%, while Bush’s have 
risen from 39% to 43%. But the positive, favor¬ 
able side of the equation for both has hardly 
changed—Gore’s favorables have gone from 
56% to 54%, while Bush's have gone from 55% 
to 54%. There are two important points here: 

• It appears that neither candidate has taken 
a significantly negative hit yet Although 
both men’s unfavorables are up slightly, 
from a larger perspective, this is not a 
major change, (It remains to be seen, of 
course, whether or not these negatives 
climb further in the days ahead ) 

• The two candidates retain virtually equal 
images in the eyes of the public. Neither 
candidate, so far. has been damaged more 
than the other by the events in Florida 

Gallup has been asking a basic satisfaction 
“with the way things are going in the United 
States” measure for the past twenty years. The 
percentage of those who are satisfied has reached 
as high as 71 % (in early 1999 at the conclusion of 
the Clinton impeachment proceedings) and as 
low as 12% in July 1979. Tins year, the percent¬ 
age satisfied has ranged from a high of 69% in 
January to a low of 55% in May Now, in the lat¬ 
est poll. 58% are satisfied with the way things are 
going, essentially unchanged from pre\ ious mea¬ 
sures in recent months. A poll conducted last 
weekend also showed that while many people 
consider the current unresolved election situation 
to be a “major problem,” very few consider it a 

constitutional crisis. 

About three-quarters are “very proud to be 
an American, while most of the rest are quite 
proud.” This question was last asked in this form 
about ten years ago and has changed little from 
that point. In May 1990, 74% declared them¬ 


selves to be very proud to be an American; and a 
year later, in May 1991 (not too long after the 
Gulf War ended), 77% expressed the same senti¬ 
ment. These data suggest that nothing about the 
current situation has significantly damaged the 
public's pride in its country 

In similar fashion, there has been little 
change in public perceptions of the U.S. econ¬ 
omy, based on a comparison of the Monday 
through Wednesday poll with data collected a lit¬ 
tle more than a month ago. In an October 6-9 
poll, 71% viewed the economy as “excellent” or 
“good ” Now, in the November 13-15 poll, the 
number with those positive perceptions is almost 
identical, at 72%— despite the fact that, in addi¬ 
tion to the election dispute, there lias been con¬ 
siderable stock market turbulence over the past 
several weeks. A separate question shows that 
half of the public says the economy is getting bel¬ 
ter, while 38% say it is getting worse These 
numbers are slightly more pessimistic compared 
to July, August, and early October but are very 
close to what was measured in May. 

Gallup has asked the American public to 
rate the image of the Republican and Democratic 
parties four times this year in January, July, 
August (immediately after the Republican con¬ 
vention), and over the past few days. The results 


show no discernible pattern that might suggest 
that one or the other or both parties are suffering 
dramatically as a result of the post-election con¬ 
troversy, The Democratic Parly now has a 53% 
favorable, 38% unfavorable image, while the 
Republican Party has a 49% favorable, 43% unfa¬ 
vorable image. In terms of trends, both are in the 


ocneral ballpark of their previous image ratings 
this year. Republicans are down slightly from 
August 4-5. but that poll was conducted m the 
immediate aftermath of the Republican conven- 
non Democrats are down very slightly from July. 

There is a stiver lining in every cloud. This 


ion has shown, if nothing else, (hat a relative 
Hu) of voters can make a significant difference 
ic outcome of a major election. Gallup inter- 
eis ^ked Americans if "the events surrounding 
000 presidential election made you more likely 
likely to vote in the next presidential elec 

11" T7, ,Jk 
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about four out of ten say that they are now more 
likely to vote, while only 11 % say that they are 
less likely. About half—many of whom vote reg¬ 
ularly anyway—say that the events have made no 

difference. 

NOVEMBER 17 
VIETNAM WAR 

Interview Dates: 11/13-15/00 
Gailup Poll News Service 
Survey riGO 131970 

Now, I would like your overall opinion of 
some foreign countries, is your overall opin¬ 
ion of each of the following very favorable, 
mostly favorable, mostly unfavorable, or 
very unfavorable: 

Vietnam? 

Very favorable...3% 

Mostly favorable ..33 

Mostly unfavorable..37 

Very unfavorable.-.16 

No opinion ...-.11 


South Korea? 

Very lavorable *......**..-...-..# 1 ,,,. .5% 

Mostly favorable ......... .............4-1 


Mostly unfavorable . 28 

Very unfavorable .. 10 

No opinion. 13 


North Korea ? 

Very' favorable i e * 4' I****** *3 ft) 

Mostly favorable ...33 

Mostly unfavorable.41 

Very unfavorable ..32 

No opinion.H 


Germany? 


Very favorable. 

Mostly favorable. 

Mostly unfavorable ... 

Very unfavorable. 

No opinion. 

Japan? 



Great Britain ? 


Very favorable. 

.27% 

Mostlv favorable ... 

«r 

.55 

Mostly unfavorable .... 

7 

Very unfavorable.. 

3 

No opinion.. 

Q 

■ * 1 F a 1 a t ■ w U 


Very' favorable .. 

Mostly favorable .... 
Mostly unfavorable .. 
Very unfavorable 
No opinion. 

Iraq? 



China 7 

Very favorable. 

Mostly favorable . .. 
Mostly unfavorable . 
Very unfavorable .. 
No opinion ... 

Russia ? 



31 



7 


Very favorable. 

Mostly favorable. 

Mostly unfavorable . 

Very'unfavorable. 

No opinion. 




Very favorable. 

Mostly favorable. 

Mostly unfavorable 

Very unfavorable. 

No opinion. 




Looking back, do you think the United States 
made a mistake in sending troops to fight in 
Vietnam, or not? 


Yes 

2000 Nov 13-15.69% 

1995 Apr 21-24 .....71 


No 

24% 

23 


No 

opinion 

1 c /o 

6 
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1993 Jan 24—26 , , „ * 

. .68 

29 

3 

1990 Mar 15-18 ,. . 

. .74 

22 

4 

1985 Mar 25-31 * . 

. .63 

27 

10 

1973 Jan 12-151... 

o 

o 

i- 

29 

11 

1971 May 14—17t.. 

..61 

28 

11 

1971 Jan 8-111 .... 

..59 

31 

10 

1970 May 21-26* . 

. .56 

36 

8 

1970 Apr2-7t .... 

. .51 

34 

15 

1970 Jan I5-20t ... 

. .57 

33 

10 

1969 Sep 17-22t .. 

. .58 

32 

10 

1969 Jan 23-28f ... 

. .52 

39 

9 

1968 Sep 26-Oct 11 . 

. .54 

37 

9 

1968 Aug 7-12| ... 

. .53 

35 

12 

1968 Apr 4-9t .... 

. .48 

40 

12 

1968 Feb 22-27t .. 

. .49 

41 

10 

1968Feb l- 6 t .... 

, .46 

42 

12 

1967 Dec 7~12f ... 

. .45 

46 

9 

1967 Oct 6-1 It ... 

. .46 

44 

10 

1967 Jul J3-18t ... 

..41 

48 

11 

1967 Apr 19-24f .. 

. .37 

50 

13 

1967 Jan 26-311 ... 

32 

52 

16 

1966 Nov 10 — 15t .. 

. .31 

51 

18 

1966 Sep 8-13t ... 

. .35 

48 

17 

1966 May 5-l0t ... 

..36 

49 

15 

1966 Mar 3-8t .... 

. .25 

59 

16 

1965 Aug 27-Sep 1 . 

. .24 

61 

15 


*Gallup/Af vwi veek Poll 

tQuestion wording during Vietnam War In view 
of the developments since we entered the fighting 
in Vietnam, do you think the United States made 
a mistake sending troops to fight in Vietnam? 

Analysis: A new Gallup Pol! finds that nearly 
seven out of ten Americans (69%) believe that 
sending troops to Vietnam was a mistake. This 
level of opposition is slightly lower than that 
recorded in a 1990 Gallup Poll on the fifteenth 
anniversary of the end oi the war, when 74% con¬ 
sidered it a mistake. President Bill Clinton’s visit 
to Vietnam this week opens a new chapter in re¬ 
lations between the United States and Vietnam, 
though Americans still find it hard to forget the 
memories of a war that claimed the lives ol more 

than 50,000 American men and women. 

The latest Gallup Poll shows that just 36% 
have a favorable opinion of Vietnam -identica 
with the public’s opinion of China, and slight y 
more favorable than its views of North Korea 


(26%). By way of comparison, 40% have a favor¬ 
able opinion of Russia, while seven out of ten 
view Japan favorably. Germany is viewed favor¬ 
ably by 77%, and 82% have a favorable opinion 
of Great Britain. 

The latest Gallup Poll shows that 72% believe 
that the people of the United States have not treated 
Vietnam veterans well in the years since the war. 
This number is slightly higher than 1990, when a 
similar Gallup survey found the same opinion ex¬ 
pressed by 69% of those polled However, about 
one in four (26%) have visited the Vietnam War 
Memorial in Washington, DC, compared to 23% in 
a 1996 Gallup Poll and 16% in 1990. 

NOVEMBER 21 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION DISPUTE 

Interview Date 11/19/00 
CNN/USA TWciv/Gallup Poll 
Survey £GO 131999 


As you may know, the outcome of the presi¬ 
dential election in Florida is still m doubt. 
The absentee ballots from overseas have 
been tallied and a machine recount ims fin¬ 
ished earlier last week . Officials in three 
Florida counties, however, are still recount¬ 
ing by hand the votes cast in those counties, 
and courts are still deciding if the recounts 
by hand should be included in the final vote 
total. In your opinion, should these vote re¬ 
counts b\ hand be included in (lie final vote 


total in Florida, or not ? 



National 

Repub¬ 

Demo- 

adults 

licans 

cruts 

Yes, included .......60% 

28% 

84% 

No... 37 

No opinion . - 3 

71 

I 

12 

4 


How confident are you that the election pro¬ 
cess in Florida will produce a fair outcome - 
very confident, somewhat confident, not too 
confident, or not at ail confident ? 


National 

adults 

Very confident -16% 

Somewhat confident . .33 


Repub- 
lit am 

13% 

33 


Demo¬ 

crats 

19% 

33 
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Not too confident ... .27 30 “ 

Not at all confident .. .22 22 

* - 7 9 : 1 

No opinion .- 

Do you approve or disapprove of the Gore 
campaign’s legal action to require that the 
results of the hand recounts in three Florida 
counties be included in the state s final vote 
count? 



National 

Repub- 

Demo- 


adults 

licans 

crats 

Approve .. 

... .53% 

16% 

85% 

Disapprove 

45 

83 

13 

No opinion 

. 2 

l 

2 


Witch comes closer to your view—you are 
willing to wait at least a little while longer 
for a final resolution to the presidential 
election situation, or the presidential elec¬ 
tion situation has gone on loo long already? 



National 

Repub¬ 

Demo¬ 


adults 

licans 

crats 

Willing to wait ,., 

...51% 

19% 

77% 

Too long already ,. 

...48 

80 

21 

No opinion. 

r # 4' » I 

1 

2 


Would you say that yott strongly approve, 
approve, disapprove, or strongly disapprove 
of the way each of the following has handled 
the situation surrounding the results of 
Tuesday's election for president: 

Al Gore and his campaign advisors? 



National 

Repub¬ 

Demo¬ 


adults 

licans 

crats 

Strongly approve . 

... .8% 

2% 

14% 

Approve . 

...40 

15 

64 

Disapprove . 

.. .36 

58 

15 

Strongly disapprove 

_13 

25 

3 

No opinion . 

. ...3 

* 

4 

*Less than 1 % 

George W. Bush and his campaign advisors? 


National 

Repub¬ 

Demo¬ 


adults 

licans 

crats 

Strongly approve . 

... .7% 

15% 

2% 

Approve . 

...48 

68 

32 
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Disapprove ..31 13 46 

Strongly disapprove-9 2 14 

No opinion .5 2 6 

Which of these statements do you think best 
describes the situation that has occurred 
since the election for president—it is a con¬ 
stitutional crisis, it is a major problem for 
the country but is not a crisis, it is a minor 
problem for the country, or it is not a prob¬ 
lem for the country at all? 



National 

Repub - 

Demo- 


adults 

licans 

crats 

Constitutional crisis 

. .. 10 % 

12 % 

9% 

Major problem ... 

44 

4 p *11 

49 

42 

Minor problem ... 

.. .32 

30 

33 

Not a problem .... 

.. .12 

8 

15 

No opinion . 

,,. .2 

1 

1 


In y our opinion, which would be worse—the 
candidate you support does not become the 
president, or the situation regarding the un¬ 
certainty of who won the presidency contin¬ 
ues indefinitely? 



National 

Repub¬ 

Demo¬ 


adults 

licans 

crats 

Candidate does not 

become president 
Situation continues 

,. .19% 

19% 

20 % 

indefinitely. 

.. .73 

75 

72 

No opinion .. 

8 

1 p i # k- 1 

6 

8 


Do you think a hand recount or machine re¬ 
count is a more accurate way to count votes 


National 

Repub¬ 

Demo¬ 

adults 

licans 

crats 

Hand count ..35% 

12 % 

54% 

Machine count ..58 

84 

38 

n 

No opinion .7 

4 

b 

Do you think it is possible to ever get 

a com - 


pletely accurate count of all the votes 
Florida, or don't you think so ? 

National 
adults 

Yes, possible.19% 

Don't think so.79 

No opinion.2 


Repub¬ 

DentO' 

licans 

CTOtS 

13% 

23% 

85 

74 

2 

3 
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If At Gore is declared the winner and inau¬ 
gurated next January, would you accept him 
as the legitimate president, or not 0 



National 

Repub- 

Demo - 


adults 

licans 

crats 

Yes . . . . 

.... .80% 

61% 

94% 

N o #■***- c *****. 

. 19 

37 

6 

No opinion . . ,. 

> 1 1 4 ■» w l 

2 

* 

*Less than 1 % 





If George W. Bush is declared the winner 
and inaugurated next January, would you 
accept him as the legitimate president, or 
not? 



National 

Repuh- 

Demo- 


adults 

licans 

crats 

Ygs 

.. . 86 % 

96% 

77% 

No ...... .. 

. .13 

4 

22 

No opinion ...... 

...A 

* 

1 

*Less than 1 % 





Suppose for a moment that the candidate 
you did not support ends up becoming presi¬ 
dent. Do you think that he would be such a 
bad president that it would be disastrous for 
the country, or not? 



National 

Repub¬ 

Demo¬ 


adults 

licans 

crats 

Yes, disastrous .. 

... .21% 

23% 

21% 

Nn 

* tI 1^/ t i i ■ t * i i * * ■ ■ 

... .75 

74 

74 

No opinion ..,.. 

4 

■ E « « *1 

3 

5 


As you may know, several courts are now in¬ 
volved in the Florida election process, and 
court decisions may end up determining the 
final outcome . Does this bother you a great 
deal, a fair amount, not much, or not at all? 


National 

adults 

Great deal ..30% 

Fair amount.29 

Not much .-23 

Not at all .. 12 

No opinion ..1 


Repub¬ 

Demo¬ 

licans 

crats 

46% 

20 % 

34 

24 

13 

32 

6 

23 


Analysis: A new Gallup Poll finds that the vast 
majority of Americans, including a majority of 
both Democrats and Republicans, will recognize 
either George W. Bush or Al Gore as the legiti¬ 
mate president once a winner is declared How¬ 
ever. Republicans continue to be more harshly 
critical of Gore’s actions in this historic contro¬ 
versy than Democrats are about Bush and. consis¬ 
tent with this stand, they are now less likely than 
Democrats to accept the outcome if Gore is 
deemed the winner. 

Sixty-one percent of Republicans say they 
would accept Gore as the legitimate president, 
compared with 77% of Democrats who would ac¬ 
cept Bush as the legitimate president. Taking into 
account their reactions to both candidates. 
Democrats are more likely to say that they would 
accept either man as the rightful president—73% 
would accept either Bush or Gore as legitimate, 
but so say just 58% of Republicans. (Thirty-seven 
percent of Republicans would accept only Bush 
as president, compared with 21% of Democrats 
who would accept only Gore ) 

Republicans are less likely to approve of 
Gore’s handling of the situation in Florida than 
Democrats are to approve of Bush’s recent actions 
there. Thirty-four perceni of Democrats say they ap¬ 
prove of Bush and his campaign advisors’ handling 
of the situation since the election on November 7, 
compared with 17% of Republicans who say they 
approve of what Gore and his advisors ha\e done. 
There are other, significant partisan differences tn 
opinion about the details of this situation: 

• Eighty-four percent of Democrats, but 
28% of Republicans, say that hand counts 
should be included in the final vote tn 


Florida 

• Eighty-four percent of Republicans, but 
38% of Democrats, say that machine counts 
are the more accurate way to count votes 

• Emhty percent of Republicans, but only 
44% of Democrats, are bothered by the 
involvement of the courts in the outcome 
of the Florida election process 

• Eighty-three percent of Republicans dis¬ 
approve of the Gore campaign’s legal tac¬ 
tics in Florida, compared with 85% of 
Democrats who approve of the strategy 
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Despite the partisan differences outlined 
above. Democrats and Republicans are united on 
some issues in this situation—mostly those that do 
not touch on the specific strategies employed by 
each campaign: 

• About half of both partisan groups—46% 
of Republicans and 52% ot Democrats— 
are confident that the election process will 
ultimately produce a fair outcome 

• About three-quarters of both parties— 75 % 
of Republicans and 72% of Democrats— 
say it would be worse for the situation to 
go on indefinitely than for the person they 
did not support to become president 

• Eighty-five percent of Republicans say 
that it is not possible to get a completely 
accurate recount in Florida, as do 74 % of 
Democrats. 


NOVEMBER 22 
THANKSGIVING DAY 

Interview Dates: 11/13-15/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131970 

Wha, is the one food or dkh that you mas, 
look forward to eating on Thanksgiving Da\>? 

Turkey .. 

Stuffing; dressing if.** 

Pumpkin pic.. 17 

Mashed potatoes . "' * 

Sweet potatoes; yams.. , 

Ham.. _ . . 

Pie (other) .‘ ‘ ‘ *. 3 

Cranberries; cranberry sauce . .' ^ 

Vegetables. .~ 

Salad .. .. 2 

Casseroles . .* 

Dessert (other) . . 

Everything. .. . 

Other.. .. "* ... 

None. ...* -6 

No opinion.. * .*. 1 

. 1 

As the Thanksgiving holiday approaches 
vhat too or three things are you most thani 

Mfor m your life right now? 


Family (general) . . 
Own health ...... 

Child, children ... 
Freedom, Irving in 


2000 
Nov 
13-15 * 



United States ... 

* * * *• * ¥■ 

Job, career . 

Friends ... 

Wife, husband___ 

Income, financial security 
Home, roof overhead 
God , 

.... 

Own faith. 

Health of family. 

Parents. 

Grandchild, grandchildren . 

Jesus Christ . 

Peace, end of war. 

Education, school. 

Food. 

My life, just being alive . .. 

Other (vol.). 

Everything (vol.).. 

Nothing (vol.). 

No opinion. 


.17 

.16 

.13 

*■*.*,11 
• ••<..11 
**»'». ,8 
.7 

* 1 .i..,7 

-- .7 

.4 

.3 

.3 

.2 

.2 

. 1 


. .6 
. .1 

. .1 
..t 


19 % 
Nov 
21 — 24 * 

61 % 

50 

20 

10 

21 

8 

12 

7 

7 

5 

3 

3 
2 

4 
2 
2 
J 
2 

12 

23 

1 

I 


*Tota! adds to more than 100% due to multiple 
replies. 

tLess than 1% 


Analysis: A new Gallup Poll finds that most peo¬ 
ple will gather around the dinner table to have the 
traditional turkey with stuffing. Nearly half of all 
Americans say that turkey is the dish they most 
look forward to eating on Thanksgiving Day. 
while another 17% most anticipate stuffing. 
Pumpkin pie, mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, 
ham, and cranberries also receive mentions in this 
Thanksgiving treat category. 

More than nine out of ten respondents will 
celebrate the holiday with family and friends, 
while just 4% plan to dine alone. Thanksgiving 
also appears to be a more popular time for family 
gatherings in the Midwest (74%), as opposed to 
other regions of the country—67% of those living 
in the East will join family members for the holi¬ 
day, compared to 61% in the South and the West. 
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Many restaurants will be closed for .he holi 
day, and apparently with good reason Just 7 0 r 
those polled said ,hcy would be eating ,he ir holi 
day meal at a restaurant on Thanksgiving Day 

ht y whi“e r 5 Tw n" p,an 10 ha ' ; * 

Thanksgiving is a lime .o reflec. upon those 

* "®! lives for which we are most (hank- 

ful. The Gallup Poll asked the public to mention 

the two or three things for which they are most 

gra efttl. Family (59%) and health ( 54 %) topped 
the list, as they did in 1996. F 


NOVEMBER 27 
INTERNET PRIVACY 


Not too concerned 
Not at a]] concerned 


Also asked of Internet users: How concerned 
are yo" personally^ concerned, some- 
onccr,,e d> nor too concerned . or not at 
concerned—about each of the following; 

Large on-line databases which publish tele¬ 
phone directories, property tax information, 
t gal information, and other publicly available 
records which allow database subscribers to 
investigate the lives of ordinary Americans? 


Very concerned 
Somewhat concerned 
Not loo concerned 
Not at all concerned 


.60% 
22 
.12 
. .6 


Interview Dates: 9/11-13/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131456 

Do you personalty use the Internet on a reg¬ 
ular basis either at home, work, or school 9 

Yes 

C!> .. 

No ...47 


Asked of Internet users: How closely have 
you followed issues relating to privacy of 
petso/tai information and use patterns on 
the Internet—very closely, somewhat 
closely, not too closely, or not at all closely? 


Very closely 
Somewhat closely 
Not too closely .. 
Not at all closely , 



.36 

.30 

.IS 


Also asked of Internet users: How concerned 
ate you personally about the privacy of per¬ 
sonal information you give out on the 
Internet as well as privacy regarding what 
you do on the Internet —very concerned, 
somewhat concerned, not too concerned, or 
not at all concerned? 

Very concerned ....53% 

Somewhat concerned..29 


Corporate Web sites gathering marketing 
information about consumers by tracking 
their on-line Internet habits? 

Very concerned. 

Somewhat concerned ....... . 30 

Not too concerned. j ^ 

Not at all concerned ... . 9 


Internet advertisers gathering marketing in¬ 
formation about people who click on their 
ads by tracking their on-line Internet habits 9 

Very concerned .... 44 % 

Somewhat concerned . 30 

Not too concerned. g 

Not at all concerned. 7 


The government‘s ability to "tap “ into sus¬ 
pects ’ computers and follow their Internet 
usage? 

Very concerned.47% 

Somewhat concerned.. 26 

Not too concerned. |6 

Not at all concerned. .| ] 


The government’s ability to "tap" into sus¬ 
pects ' home computer files 9 

Very' concerned. ... 54 % 

Somewhat concerned.. .24 
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Not too concerned ,. - 
Not at all concerned -. 


Software which allows the government to 
** tap ” into all Internet e-mail, searching for 
ihcrimiriating evidence of any kind? 


Very concerned. 

Somewhat concerned t ► 
Not too concerned 
Not at all concerned ... 


63% 



Aho asked of Internet users: Would you 
favor or oppose federal legislation which 
would force Internet service providers to 
turn over e-mail records and download logs 
as court evidence? 


Favor . 

Oppose . ,..... • • • ♦ 

No opinion 



4 t 4 


. .45% 
..51 

4 

» t a r 


Also asked of Internet users: In your opin¬ 
ion, should the federal government be pay¬ 
ing more attention to matters of Internet 
privacy, less attention to matters of Internet 
privacy, or are things about right the way 
they are? 


More attention ..... • .53% 

Less attention .......... .... ...........13 

About right...31 

Mixed; neither (vol.); no opinion .. .3 


Also asked of Internet users: Do you think 
the federal government should do more or 
do less to ensure citizens' privacy on-line, or 
is the federal government doing about the 
right amount now ? 


Do more.;.. .50% 

Do less. 6 

Right amount now ..41 

No opinion .. .3 

Also asked of Internet users: Which political 
party do you think will be able to do a better 
job of dealing with matters of Internet pri¬ 
vacy in the coming years—the Democratic 
Party, or the Republican Party? 


Democratic Party. 38% 

Republican Party.34 

Both; neither (vol.) ...14 


opinion 14 

Analysis: A recent Gallup survey finds that the 
majority of Internet users pay heavy lip service to 
concerns about Internet privacy, but at the same 
time most users pay scant attention to the issue. 
Of the more than 50% of Americans who now 
say they regularly use the Internet, 53% are “very 
concerned" about on-line privacy and another 
29% are “somewhat concerned.” Yet only 16% 
report paying very close attention to such issues 
as the confidentiality of personal information 
transmitted over the Web and the tracking of in¬ 
dividuals’ surfing habits by marketers. Another 
36% are paying “somewhat close” attention to 
these matters, but nearly half (48%) admit to pay¬ 
ing little or no attention. 

Just as Web users are not focused on 
Internet privacy as a major issue, nor are they 
clamoring for government action to improve U. 
Just half of Internet users (50%) say the govern¬ 
ment should do more to ensure citizens’ privacy 
on-line, while nearly as many believe the govern¬ 
ment is either doing enough at present (41%) or 
should actually be doing less ( 6 %). Web users are 
closely split on a specific proposal to require 
Internet service providers to turn ovei c -rn.nl 
records and download logs as court evidence. 
Only 51% oppose this possible threat to privacy. 

while 45% are in favor. 

Nevertheless, several privacy issues trigger 
alarm bells for a majority of Web users. A lead¬ 
ing concern is the potential of government sp> m~ 
on private e-mail. Nearly two-thirds of Internet 
users (63%) say they are “very concerned” about 
software that allows the government to tap into 
Internet e-mail to search for any kind of inennu 
nating evidence. Another major concern is t ’ 
proliferation of powerful information database 
that allow unprecedented access to the pu 7 1 
records of ordinary Americans, such as prope 
tax information and legal records. Sixty percen 
of Web users are very concerned about th ^ eMS ' 
tence of such search tools, A majority (54 o 
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also very concerned about the government’s abil¬ 
ity to tap into suspects' home computer files. 

Of somewhat less concern tire a variety of 
practices that allow the government or corporate 
marketers to track Internet usage patterns. Only 
43% to 47% report high levels of concern about 
usage tracking by corporate Web sites. Internet 
advertisers, or the government. While the per¬ 
centage of people who are very concerned about 
most of these infringements on Internet privacy 
hovers around die 50% mark, privacy concern is 
much more widespread when including those 
who are "somewhat concerned.” Very few Web 
users, ranging from just 14% to 27%, say that 
they are “not too” or “not at all” concerned about 
these issues, 

NOVEMBER 27 
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

Interview Dates; 11/13—15/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131970 


Roughly how much money do you 

think you 

personally will spend 

on Christmas gifts this 

year? 

2000 

1999 


Nov 

Nov 


13-15 

18-21 

C | non nr more * , * . < 

.33% 

35% 

$500-5999 ..... * • 

......28 

27 


.15 

14 

. 

^ i nru^dQ . 

.13 

13 

Under$100 . 

? 

, , t « ■ r * 

6 

No opinion ..- - 

...9 

5 

Median: 

$500 

$500 

Mean: 

$797 

$857 

Is that more, less, or 

about the same amount 

os you spent lost Christinas? 



2000 

1999 


Nov 

Nov 


13-15 

18-21 


. ..17% 

19% 

Less •■. - * .--•*****■ • * 

.18 

20 
y* i 

... ,64 

61 

/\Dgul uic same 

. . .1 



*Less than 1 % 


How likely are you to use each of the follow¬ 
ing to do your Christmas shopping—very 
likely, somewhat likely, not too likely, or not 
at all likely: 

Mail-order catalogs ? 



2000 

1999 


Nov 

Nov 


13-15 

18-21 

Very' likely. 

12 % 

17% 

Somewhat likely . 

99 

* 4 Hi t y » ■*» 

28 

Not too likely. 

. 20 

17 

Not at all likely. 

* i * n . j ,46 

38 

No opinion. 

* 

v to m # # * ■ * 

* 

*Less than 1% 

Discount stores? 


2000 

1999 


Nov 

Nov 


13-15 

18-2! 

Very likely.. - 

.42% 

45% 

Somewhat likely . .... 

.33 

34 

Not too likely. 

. 12 

11 

Not at all likely .. - 

.13 

10 

No opinion... 

* 


*Less than 1% 

Department stores? 


2000 

1999 


Nov 

Nov 


13-15 

18-21 

Very likely.. 

.58% 

60% 

Somewhat likely .... 

.29 

31 

Not too likely. 


5 

Not at all likely . 

. 7 

4 

A 

No opinion . 

* - * * - * * ' * 


*Less than 1% 

Specialty stores* sac 

'h as stores that sell only 

toys or clothes or je 

we try, for example 

7 

2000 

IW9 


Nov 

Nov 


13-15 

18-21 

Very' likely. 

. 36% 

37% 

1 T 

Somewhat likely * * * * 

. 28 

jj 

1 1 

Not too likely . 

.if* 

Not at all likely . ■■■ 

. 19 

. 1 

19 

No opinion .... • * 


*Lcss than 1% 
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On-line shopping on the Internet? 


Very likely 


No opinion .. 
*Less than 1 % 


2000 

1999 

Nov 

Nov 

13-15 

18-21 

..9% 

8% 

.12 

11 

.14 

14 

. .65 

67 

£ 



Analysis: A new Gallup Poll finds that the aver¬ 
age American will spend $797 on gifts for his or 
her loved ones this holiday season, down slightly 
from last year, when the average was S857. Six out 
of ten expect to spend at least $500 on gifts, while 
28% plan to spend between $100 and $500. Nearly 
two out of three say that this is about the same as 
the amount they spent last year, while 17% plan to 
spend more and 18% expect to spend less. 

Holiday spending is also very much affected 
by marital and parental status, with the existence 
of children and spouses tending to be associated 
with an increase in the budget for gifts. Married 
people will spend an average of $924, while sin¬ 
gles expect to spend around $658. Those with 
children plan to spend around $867, and those 
without children will spend less—$631, almost 
the same as those who are unmarried. 

Where will people be shopping this 
Christmas season? Nearly nine out of ten (87%) 
are likely to shop at a department store, with 
younger adults far more likely to do so than their 
eiders. Among the 18-29 age group, 70% expect 
to shop at a department store, while the percent¬ 
ages drop among older respondents—just 43 % of 
those over 65 expect to do so. Discount and spe¬ 
cialty stores are also popular. Seventy-five percent 
of those polled tell Gallup that it is likely they will 
do some of their shopping at a discount store, 
while 64% will shop at specialty stores that fea¬ 
ture toys, hardware, or other lines of merchandise. 

As more and more Americans obtain Internet 
access, one might expect a rapid rise in on-line 
shopping this holiday season. However, the 
Gallup Poll found that just 21% of those surveyed 
plan to do some of their shopping at their comput¬ 


ers. This represents a slight increase from last 
year, when 19% expected to shop on-line. 

While on-line sales appear to be steady, the 
mail-order industry appears to be facing turbulent 
times. This year, 34% of those surveyed plan to 
order holiday gifts from catalogs—down from last 
year, when 45% ordered gifts by mail. It remains 
to be seen whether last year’s higher percentage 
of mail-order shopping was a one-lime occurrence 
and this year’ s decline represents a return to tradi¬ 
tional levels. It should also be noted that many 
catalog companies are now offering on-line coun¬ 
terparts, and this survey does not reflect whether, 
for instance, customers might peruse a catalog to 
determine their shopping list and then place the 
order through that company’s Internet site. 


NOVEMBER 27 

HONESTY AND ETHICAL STANDARDS 

Interview Dates: 11/13—15/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey 4GO 131970 


Please tell me how you would rate the hon¬ 
esty and ethical standards of people in these 
different fields—very high , high, average , 
low, or very low? 


Very 


Nurses ... 

Druggists, pharmacists ...* • - - 

Veterinarians. 

Medical doctors. 

Grade- and high-school teachers ..... 

Clergy ..*. 

College teachers.... 

Dentists .*.. 

Engineers. 

Policemen ,. 

Judges .... 

Accountants .. 

Bankers .*■**..*.*»..**.•■*.■* * 

Funeral directors ... 

State governors . 

Local officeholders . 

Senators .... 
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Building contractors .. 23 

Television reporters, commentators .22 

Auto mechanics. ,22 

Business executives. .22 

Journalists .. 21 


Congressmen. 21 

State officeholders ... 20 

Stockbrokers . .19 

Real estate agents.... .17 

Labor union leaders. 17 

Lawyers.17 

Newspaper reporters ... 16 

Insurance salesmen... II 

Advertising practitioners ___ ..........10 

Car salesmen .. .7 


Analysis: For the second year in a row, Gallup's 
survey on honesty and ethics in professions finds 
that the public rates nursing as the field with the 
highest standards. Almost eight in ten (79%) say 
that nurses have “very high” or "high” ethical 
standards. Pharmacists finish second with 67%; 
they had consistently finished first in the survey, 
until nurses were added to the list in 1999. Two 
other professions involving medical health were 
also rated highly— 66 % say that veterinarians 
have high or very high ethical standards, while 
medical doctors are given a rating of 63%. The 
top ten most ethical professions (as rated by the 
public) are rounded out by grade-school and 
high-school teachers, the clergy, college teachers, 
dentists, engineers, and policemen. 

While medical practitioners enjoy excep¬ 
tionally high ratings for their perceived ethics, 
most other professionals, including journalists, 
business executives, building contractors, and 
real estate agents, rate at least “average” on 
Gallup's integrity scale. A few job titles, particu¬ 
larly car salesmen and lawyers, stand out foi hav 
ing relatively high negative ratings. However, 
only one profession is rated as having lov- 
“very low” standards by a majority of respon¬ 
dents; car sales.. Indeed, the public has viewed car 
sales as the least ethical profession since Gallup 
began asking the question in 1977. and this year 
is no different. Only 7% currently say that car 


salesmen have very high or high honesty and eth¬ 
ical standards. But car salesmen are not the only 
protessionals whom the public sees in this nega¬ 
tive light. Advertising practitioners and insurance 
salesmen are viewed as honest and ethical by 
only 10 % and 11 % of the public, while just 16% 
say that about newspaper reporters Only 17% 
view the honesty and ethics of labor union lead¬ 
ers, real estate agents, and lawyers as high or 
very high. 

Americans remain skeptical about the hon¬ 
esty and ethics of their elected officials. As with 
every previous year, less than half the public said 
that any elected official on Gallup’s list had “very 
high” or “high" honesty and ethics Of the elected 
positions tested, state governors lead with very 
high or high ratings from 31% of the public, fol¬ 
lowed by local officeholders with 26%, stale sen¬ 
ators with 24%. and congressmen with 21 %. For 
a sense of context, these ratings place elected of¬ 
ficials in about the same range as television re¬ 
porters ( 22 %), auto mechanics ( 22 % ), building 
contractors (23%). and business executives 
(22%). 

The long-term trends of Gallup's honesty 
and ethics survey reveal a growing skepticism 
among the public regarding the ethics ot new's 
professionals and lawyers. The three news pro¬ 
fessions surveyed all remain significantly lower 
than when they were first placed on the list 
Twenty-one percent of the public says that jour¬ 
nalists are honest and ethical, a figure that has de¬ 
clined steadily from its debut of 33% in 1977. 
Two specific news professions that first a; [ . ned 
on the list in 1981, television reporting and news¬ 
paper reporting, have also dipped significantly. 
Currently, 22% rate television reporters as having 
hi e h ethical standards, down steadily from the 
36% they received in 1981. Similarly, just 16% 
give newspaper reporters very high or high ethi¬ 
cal ratines. Again, this percentage luis declined 
continuously since 1981, when it was 30%. 

Lawyers are often the punch line to jokes re¬ 
garding professional ethics and honesty. They de¬ 
buted on Gallup’s survey list in 1977 with -6 
Lawyers have not been rated as having high ethi¬ 
cal standards by more than 20 % of the pMtcmec 
1991, and the latest poll shows a rating of 17%. 
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NOVEMBER 28 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION DISPUTE 

Interview Dates: 11/26-27/00 
CNN IUSA 7V*fav/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 132024 

How closely have you been following the 
news- about the current controversy concern¬ 
ing the outcome of the presidential election— 
very closely , samew'hat closely, not too 
closely, or not at all closely? 




Gore 

Bush 


National 

sup- 

sup- 


adults 

porters 

porters 

Very closely .... 

... .35% 

34% 

42% 

Somewhat closely 

... .42 

47 

39 

Not too closely .. 

... .17 

15 

11 

Not at all closely . 

.....5 

4 

6 

No opinion . 

1 

* 

2 

*Less than I % 





George W. Bush and his campaign advisors? 

Gore Bush 

National 

sup¬ 

sup¬ 

adults 

porters 

porters 

Strongly approve ... .11% 

1 % 

25% 

Approve ..43 

25 

61 

Disapprove.32 

52 

11 

Strongly disapprove .. .9 

19 

1 

No opinion ..5 

3 

2 


Florida Secretary of State Katherine Harris? 



Gore 

Bush 

National 

sup- 

sup- 

adults 

porters 

porters 

Strongly approve .... 12% 

1 % 

26% 

Approve . ..37 

21 

53 

Disapprove.27 

44 

11 

Strongly disapprove ...! 3 

25 

3 

No opinion ...11 

9 

7 


Which comes closer to your view—you are 
willing to wait at least a little while longer 
for a final resolution to the presidential 
election situation, or the presidential elec¬ 
tion situation has gone on too long already? 




Gore 

Bush 


National 

sup- 

sup- 


adults 

porters 

porters 

Willing to wait ... 

.. .37% 

67% 

9% 

Too long already .. 

...62 

32 

90 

No opinion . 

... .1 

1 

i 


Would you say that you strongly approve, 
approve, disapprove, or strongly disapprove 
of the u nv each of the following has handled 
the situation surrounding the results of the 
election for president: 


Al Gore and his campaign advisors? 




Gore 

Bush 


National 

sup- 

sup- 


adults 

porters 

porters 

Strongly approve . 

... .9% 

20 % 

* 

Approve ... 

...33 

59 

9 

Disapprove. 

...35 

17 

49 

Strongly disapprove 

, -.19 

3 

40 

No opinion ...... 

....4 

1 

9 

*Less tli an 1 % 





Which of these statements do you think best 
describes the situation that has occurred 
since the election for president—it is a con¬ 
stitutional crisis, tt is a major problem for 
the country but is not a crisis, it is a minor 
problem for the country, or it is not a prob¬ 
lem for the country at all? 




Gore 

Bush 


National 

sup¬ 

sup¬ 


adults 

porters 

porters 

Constitutional crisis 

.. . 10 % 

11% 

9% 

Major problem ... 

.. .50 

45 

55 

26 

Minor problem ... 

.. .29 

34 

Not a problem .... 

... .9 

10 

7 

3 

No opinion . 

i 

■ m m -H ' 

* 

*Less than 1 % 





If Al Gore is declared the winner and is in¬ 
augurated next January\ would you acu.pi 
him as the legitimate president, or not? 



National 

Gore 

sup- 

Bush 
sup- 


adults 

porters 

porters 

Yes 

... .74% 

91% 

46% 

* 

O *■*#.**»**•*■ 

... .25 

2 

D3 

1 

No opinion . 

. 1 

1 
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If George W. Bush is declared the winner and 
is inaugurated next January', would you ac¬ 
cept him as the legitimate president, or not? 



Gore 

National sup- 

acltilts porters 

Bush 

sup¬ 

porters 

Yes 

1 VLJ 1 

... .84% 

65% 

100% 

No.. 

. .15 

33 

:> 

r 

No opinion . 

*Less than 1 % 

. 1 

2 

0 


As you may know, the Florida secretary of 
state declared George W. Bush the winner of 
the presidential election in Florida, with 537 
more votes than Al Gore. Several court 
cases concerning the Florida vote recount, 
including a hearing before the U.S. Supreme 
Court, are still under way. As of today, do 
you think Al Gore should concede the elec¬ 
tion, or should he not concede? 


As you may know. Palm Beach County vru.v 
not able to submit all of its ballots by the 
5:00 pm. deadline on Sunday and had to 
submit a partial count. What do you think 
the Florida secretaryof state should have 
done—give Palm Beach County more time 
to complete its recount, or stick to the 5:00 pm 
deadline for all counties? 




Gore 

Bush 


National 

sup¬ 

sup¬ 


adults 

porters 

porters 

Give more time ,.. 

.. .44% 

80% 

8 % 

Stick to the deadline 

.. .54 

18 

9 

No opinion. 

2 

. # » * >*-r 

2 

1 


On another matter, are you concerned or 
not concerned that Republican vice presi¬ 
dential candidate Dick Cheney v health 
problems would prevent him from serving 
effectively as vice president'' 



Gore 

Bush 

Notional 

sup¬ 

sup¬ 

adults 

porters 

porters 

Yes, concede.56% 

36% 

81% 

No, not concede.38 

59 

16 

No opinion . 6 

5 

3 

Al Gore today officially contested the 


Florida election results that the secretary of 
state certified last night. Do you approve or 
disapprove of that action? 




Gore 

Bush 


National 

sup¬ 

sup¬ 


adults 

porters 

porters 

Concerned .... 

..30% 

48% 

! 5% 

Not concerned 

. *«, *68 

49 

84 

No opinion .. . 

2 

3 

1 


Which comes closer to your view—there has 
been permanent harm done to the United 
States as a result of the election process this 
year, or there has been no permanent harm 


■mm * T 


Approve 

Disapprove .57 

No opinion .3 


Gore Bush 

National stip- sup- 

adults porters porters 

.. .40% 77% 9% 

21 90 

o l 


Who do you consider to be the real winner 
of the election in Florida Al Gou or 


done to the United States as a result of the 
election process this year? 

Gore Bush 

National sup- sup- 

adults porters porters 

33% 39%- 

66 59 

1 2 


37“ 


Permanent harm .. - 
No permanent harm . 62 
No opinion ..* 


W 


George W. Bush, or are you unsure. 

Bush 

Whom would you most prejt r to ht tin 

National 

sup- 

sup- 

president—At Gore or George IV. Bush, or 

* f* ‘7 

adults 

porters 

porters 

don’t you have a preference. 

Gore ... -i5% 

35% 

* 

93 

n 

40% 

Bush .51 

13 

Gore.. ' ’ 

Unsure; no opinion .. .34 

*Less than 1% 

52 

/ 

Bush.... .0 

No preference; no opinion.. 
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Analysis: In the wake of the certification of 
George W. Bush as the winner in Florida, and as 
A1 Gore officially lakes steps to contest the Florida 
results, a new Gallup Poll suggests that an increas¬ 
ing number of Americans are ready to see die 2000 
election come to an end, even though about half 
are not sure dial Bush really won in Florida. The 
poll was conducted November 26-27, after 
Florida’s secretary of state, Katherine Harris, is¬ 
sued the certification but before Gore gave his 
reply to the country on Monday evening. 

The poll shows that 62% feel Uiat the election 
situation has gone on too long, while 37% are will¬ 
ing to wait a little longer. Last week, there was sig¬ 
nificantly more patience from the public, with a 
slight margin in favor of waiting, 51% to 48%. 
Furthermore, by a margin of 56% to 38%, respon¬ 
dents now say that Gore should concede die elec¬ 
tion, while last week the public was evenly divided, 
with 46% on either side of the issue. In addition, 
57% disapprove of Gore’s efforts to contest the 
Florida election, while just 40% approve. In gen¬ 
eral, these views are highly partisan, with Re¬ 
publicans giving overwhelming support to Bush’s 
position and Democrats giving considerably 
weaker support to Gore’s position. Independents 
tend to break substantially in favor of Bush. 

Although respondents favor a Gore conces¬ 
sion, just 51% say that Bush really won the elec¬ 
tion in Florida, while 32% are unsure who won, 

15% say that Gore won, and 2% have no opinion 
on the matter. Among those who favor Bush, 
93% are convinced he won in Florida, and only 
7% are unsure. But 51% of Gore supporters are 
unsure, while 35% think their candidate won, 
with just 13% accepting the official certification 
of Bush as correct. Among the 18% who express 
no preference for either candidate, 53 % are un¬ 
sure who won, and another 5% think Gore won. 
leaving just 37% who are convinced by the 
Florida certification of Bush as victor. 

Tw o weeks ago, respondents approved of the 
way that Bush and Gore were handling the results 
of the election by similar margins, but today they 
disapprove of Gore’s actions by 54 % to 42%, 
while they approve of Bush’s actions by 54 % to 
41%. Also, when they are asked whether they 
would accept Gore as the legitimate president if he 


is declared the winner and inaugurated next 
January. 74% say they would, compared with 84% 
who say that about Bush under similar circum¬ 
stances. Two w'eeks ago, 79% said they would ac¬ 
cept Bush and 82% said they would accept Gore. 

One reason that Gore may be losing support 
is that the public tends to see the events in 
Florida more benignly than does the Gore camp. 
Overall, 49% approve of the way Secretary of 
State Harris has handled the situation there, 
while 40% disapprove—virtually the same as the 
results of a week ago. Furthermore, 54% agreed 
with her decision to exclude ballots submitted by 
Palm Beach County after the 5:00 p.m. deadline 
on Sunday, while only 44% felt she should have 
given the county more time. 

Despite their growing impatience, Ameri¬ 
cans continue to regard the election uncertainty 
as mostly a major problem (50%) rather than a 
constitutional crisis (10%). In addition, another 
29% say the current election situation is only a 
minor problem, and 9% say it is no problem at 
all. Over the past two weeks, there has been little 
change in this view. Two weeks ago, 15% said 
the election situation was a constitutional crisis, 
and last week 10 % expressed that view—the 
same as this week. The number who feel the situ¬ 
ation is a major problem was at 49% two weeks 
ago, then just 44% last week, and has now 
climbed back to its previous level. These rela¬ 
tively stable views are reflected in the response 
given about the potential harm done to the United 
States because of the election process. Overall, 
62% say there has been no permanent harm, al¬ 
though 37 % disagree, but there are only minor 
differences among Bush and Gore supporters. 

Four days after Dick Cheney’s minor heart at¬ 
tack, only three in ten (30%) said they were wor¬ 
ried that his health problems could prevent him 
from functioning effectively as vice president. 
When a similar question was asked in July of this 
year, just after Cheney’s selection as the 
Republican vice presidential nominee, the propor¬ 
tion who expressed concern was comparable. At 
Uiat point, nearly three in ten (29%) expressed con¬ 
cern about the 59-year-old Cheney’s ability to 
serve effectively as president should it become 
necessary, and 70% were not concerned. 
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Supporters of Governor Bush are less concerned 
about Cheney s ability to serve as vice president 
than are supporters of Gore. Nearly one-half of 
Gore supporters (48%) are concerned, compared to 
only 15% of Bush supporters. 


NOVEMBER 29 
CIGARETTE SMOKING 

Interview Datesr U/13-J5/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131970 


Have you, yourself, smoked any cigarettes in 
the past week ? 


2000 Nov 13-15 ... 

Yes 

. .25% 

1999 Sep 23-26 .. 

. .23 

1998 Jun 22-23 . 

. .28 

1997 Sep 25-28 .. 

. .26 

1997 Jun 26-29 . 

. .26 

1997 Jun 23-24 ... 

. .26 

1997 May 6-7 . 

. .25 

1997 Mar 24-26.. 

..27 

1996 .. 

. .27 

1994 .... 

. .27 

1991.. 

. .28 

1990 . 

. .27 

1989 ... 

..27 

1988 ..*.. ■ ’' 

..32 

1987 .... 

. .30 

1986 ... 

. .31 

1985 .... 

. .35 

1983 . 

. .38 

1981 ... 

. ,3:> 

1978 . 

. .36 

1977 .. 

. .38 

1974 .. 

,.40 

1972 . 

. .43 

1971. 

..42 

1969 . . ... 

..40 

J o 

1957 ... . .... 

. ,45 

1954 .*. 

1949 . . 

1944 .. 

. 44 
. .41 


Asked of smokers. About how many ciga¬ 
rettes do you smoke each day? 


Less 


Mare 

than 


than 

one 

One 

one 

pack 

pack 

pack* 

2000 Nov 13-15 ... ..62% 

29% 

9% 

1999 Sep 23-26 .55 

35 

9 

1997 Jun 26-29 .,...48 

32 

19 

1997 Jun 23-24 .48 

30 

2 ] 

1996 .43 

38 

16 

18 

1994 ...44 

38 

1991 ..48 

34 

17 

1990 ....51 

32 

14 

1989 ..39 

39 

20 

1988 ...40 

38 

20 

1987 .48 

32 

18 

1981 ..38 

37 

24 

1977 .41 

31 

27 

*“No answer’’ is omitted. 



Also asked of smokers: A/ 

what age did you 

begin smoking? 



Under 

16 to 

Over 

16 

18 

18* 

2000 Nov 13-15 .... .37% 

39% 

21% 

1999 Sep 23-26 .36 

35 

29 

1994 Mar 11-13.32 

37 

29 

1991 Nov .34 

36 

29 

*“No answer” is omitted. 



Also asked of smokers: All things considered. 

would vou like to give up smoking, 

or not? 



No 

Yes 

No 

opinion 

2000 Nov 13-15.82% 

16% 

2 % 

1 

-1 

1999 Sep 23-26 .76 

23 

1997 Jun 26-29 .74 

24 

f 

1997 Juft 23-24 .64 

34 

J 

1 

'S 

1996 . . 73 

26 

1994 . 70 

1991 .. 76 

28 

22 

} 

2 

1990 . 74 

1989 . 63 

24 

33 

4 
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1988 .. 

.....68 

27 

5 

1987 . 

.77 

20 

3 

1986 ......... 

_75 

22 

3 

1981 .. 

.66 

30 

4 

1977 ......... 

.66 

29 

5 

Also asked 

of smokers: 

Do you 

consider 

yourself addicted to cigarettes, or not? 

No 


Yes 

No 

opinion 

2000 Nov 13-15 

.74% 

26% 

— 

1999 Sep 23-26 

.72 

28 

* 

1997 Jun 26-29 

.... .73 

27 

* 

1997 Jun 23-24 

.. * * ,68 

31 

1 

1996 . 

.69 

31 

— 

1991 . 

... .70 

29 

1 

1990 . 

.61 

39 

* 

*Less than 1% 

Also asked of smokers: 

If you had to do it 

over again, would you start smoking, or not ? 

No 


Yes 

No 

opinion 

2000 Nov 13-15 

.12% 

88 % 

— 

1999 Sep 23-26 

.... ,13 

85 

2 

1990 Jul 6-8 .. 

.13 

83 

4 


What is your opinion regarding smoking in 
public places—should they set aside certain 
areas, should they totally ban smoking, or 
should there be no restrictions on smoking 
in each of the following: 

Hotels and motels? 



Set 


No 


aside 

Totally 

restric- 


areas 

ban 

lions* 

2000 Nov 13-15 ... 

. .65% 

28% 

1% 

1999 Sep 23-26 ... 

o 

r- 

i 

h 

24 

6 

1994 . 

..68 

20 

10 

1991 ......... 


17 

12 

1990 . 

. .73 

IS 

8 

1987 .. 

. .67 

10 

20 


*“No opinion” is omilied. 


Workplaces? 

Set 


No 


aside 

Totally 

restric - 


areas 

ban 

tions* 

2000 Nov 13-15 .. . 

. .57% 

37% 

6 % 

1999 Sep 23-26 .,. 

..61 

34 

4 

1994 . 

.63 

32 

4 

1991 . 

. .67 

24 

8 

1990 . 

. .69 

25 

5 

1987 . 

. .70 

17 

11 

*“No opinion” is omitted. 



Restaurants? 

Set 


No 


aside 

Totally 

restric- 


areas 

ban 

lions* 

2000 Nov 13-15 ... 

. .48% 

47% 

5% 

1999 Sep 23-26 ... 

. .56 

40 

4 

1994 . 

. . 57 

38 

4 

1991 . 

. .66 

28 

5 

1990 . 

..66 

30 

4 

1987 . 

. .74 

17 

8 

opinion” is omitted. 




Which of the following statements best de¬ 
scribes your view of who’s to blame for the 
health problems faced by smokers in ^ ^ 
countty—the tobacco companies are com¬ 
pletely to blame, the tobacco companies are 
mostly to blame, smokers are mostly to 
blame, or smokers are completely to blame 


Com¬ 

panies 



Tobacco 


and 


companies 

Smokers 

smok¬ 


com¬ 

mostly, 

ers 


pletely. 

com¬ 

equally 


mostly 

pletely 

(voir 

2000 Nov 13-15 

.29% 

62% 

8 % 

2000 Jul 14-16 . 

.26 

59 

14 

1999 Sep 23-26 

.30 

55 

13 

1997 May 6-7 .. 

.25 

64 

10 


*“No opinion” is omitted. 


Has smoking ever been a cause of sc nous 
health problems in your family? 
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No 

Jes No opinion 

2000 Nov 13-15 .... 40% 59% \% 

1999 Sep 23-26 .45 54 | 

Analysis: According to a Gallup survey con¬ 
ducted November 13-15, close to one-half of 
Americans (47%) favor a complete ban on smok¬ 
ing in restaurants. That figure is up from 40% last 
year and from 17% in 1987, the year Gallup first 
measured this issue. Over the same period, the 
percentage of adults who smoke cigarettes has 
changed relatively little. Today, 25% of adults in¬ 
dicate they are smokers, similar to the rate Gallup 
has found since 1990, although down somewhat 
from the 30% recorded in 1987. 

While the public is growing increasingly in¬ 
tolerant of smoking in restaurants, a solid major¬ 
ity still favors the preservation of smoking areas 
in the workplace as well as in hotels and motels. 
Today, 72% believe smoking should be allowed 
in hotels and motels, either with no restrictions or 
in special smoking areas. Slightly fewer (63%) 
believe smoking should be allowed in work¬ 
places. By contrast, a bare majority (53%) now 
believe smoking should be allowed in restaurants 

Support for a smoking ban in motels and the 
workplace has increased, but not as sharply as 
that seen for smoking in restaurants Just over 
one-third ( 37 %) now favor a total ban on smok¬ 
ing in the workplace, up from 34% last year and 
17% in 1987. Support for a ban on smoking in 
hotels and motels is lower (28%). up from 24,r 

last year and 10% in 1987. 

The new poll shows an increase in the num¬ 
ber of smokers and non-smokers who support a 
ban on smoking in restaurants. For the first lime, 
the poll shows that a majority of non-smokers 
( 54 %) believe smoking should be prohibited in 
restaurants, up from 49% last year Only -6 
smokers currently believe their habit should be 
banned in restaurants, but that is still higher than 
last year’s 18%. Most smokers (65%) thin' 
restaurants should create special smoking area. 

Not only is the public growing man. into er^ 
ant of smoking, but smokers seem to be ro° re 
critical of their own habit as well. More t an our 
in five smokers (82%) now would tike to give up 


smoking, compared to 74% who felt this way in 
1997 and only 66 % who felt this way when 
Gallup first asked the question in 1977 There has 
also been a growing sense among smokers that 
they are addicted to cigarettes. Nearly three- 
quarters of smokers (74%) feel this way today, 
compared with just 61%’ in 1990. Over the same 
period, the percentage saying they would not 
smoke if they had to do it all over again lias re¬ 
mained high. Today, 88 % would not smoke if 
they could make the decision all over again 

Whether the poll data reveal a real reduction 
in smoking, or merely reluctance by smokers to 
report heavy smoking, smokers are now reporting 
lighter useage than in the past. Sixty-two percent 
of smokers currently tell Gallup that they smoke 
less than a pack per day, compared to just 55% 
who reported this lighter rate of smoking in 1999, 
Prior to 1999, Gallup polling generally found a 
majority of smokers using a pack or more of cig¬ 
arettes per day. 

The U.S. Surgeon General has set a goal for 
reducing die rate of adult smoking in the country 
to 12% by the year 2010. Given die stable 25% 
smoking rate over the last ten years, it seems un¬ 
likely the goal of 12 % can be reached that 
quickly. Today. 25% tell Gallup that they have 
smoked cigarettes within the past week, similar to 
the 27% recorded in 1989. And despite continued 


efforts by the Surgeon General and others to re¬ 
duce smoking among teens, Gallup trends sug¬ 
gest there has been no major reduction in the rate 
of smoking among young adults (28% in 1989 vs. 
30% in 2000). Long-term, however, smoking has 
declined in this country The percentage of adult 
smokers ranged from 30% to 38% during thv 
1980s and was 40% or more in the three decades 
from 1944 through 1974 The high point of 
smoking was recorded in 1954, when 45% of 


Its told Gallup they smoked cigarettes 
The presidential election has pushed news ol 
acco litigation off the front pages in recent 
nihs- Nevertheless, public altitudes about who 
o blame for the health problems faced by 
>kers have changed little over the past year, 
h a majority saying that smokers, rather than 
tobacco companies, are primarily responsible 

■ % * .. . II- a, j ah 
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completely to blame for their own smoking- 
related health problems, and another 35% think 
they are mostly to blame. By contrast, only 6 % 
blame tobacco companies entirely for the prob¬ 
lem, while 23% think they are mostly to blame. 
This figure is largely consistent with Gallup 
trends on this subject dating back to 1997. 


NOVEMBER 30 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
DISPUTE: ON-LINE 

Interview Dates: 11/21-28/00 
On-line Survey 

How closely have you been following the 
news about the current controversy concern¬ 
ing the outcome of the November 7 presi¬ 
dential election—very closely, somewhat 
closely, not too closely, or not at all closely? 


Very closely..54% 

Somewhat closely ....37 

Not too closely..7 

Not at all closely; no opinion.2 


Which of these statements do you think best 
describes the situation that has occurred 
since the November 7 election for president — 
itis a constitutional crisis, it is a major prob¬ 
lem for the country but is not a crisis, it is a 
minor problem for the country, or it is not a 
problem at all? 


Constitutional crisis ... .15% 

Major problem. 59 

Minor problem.....19 

Not a problem; no opinion. 7 


Have you used the Internet to look up infor¬ 
mation or to follow the news about the elec¬ 
tion controversy in Florida? 


Yes . 
No . 


67% 

33 


Asked of Internet users: How often would 
you say you have used the Internet to look up 


information about the election controversy _ 

more than once a day, every day, a few 
times a week, or once a week or less? 


More than once a day.. . 21 % 

Every day.29 

A few times a week..34 

Once a week or less.15 

No opinion... 1 


Now, turning back to the period of time be¬ 
fore the presidential election, did you use 
the Internet: 

To follow the news about the presidential 
campaign? 

Yes.60% 

No ..40 


To find out information about the candi¬ 
dates’ issue positions or backgrounds '* 

Yes..52% 

No .....48 


To send e-mail to the presidential candidates 
supporting or criticizing their positions ? 


Yes 

No 



To visit with other Internet users in chat 
rooms about the status of the presidential 
election? 


Yes 

No 


.5% 

95 


To send in donations to particular candi¬ 
dates or campaigns ? 


Yes 
No 





Have you personally been to a presidential 
candidate’s Web site on the Internet, or not l 


Yes. 

No . 

No opinion 


. .34% 
..65 
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Asked of those who visited a presidential 
candidate’s Website: Which candidate?* 


AlGore .61% 

George W. Bush . 75 

Ralph Nader. 22 

Pat Buchanan........ ,3 

Harry Browne . 6 

John Hagelin ..,] 

Howard Phillips. 1 


*Total adds to more than 100% due to multiple 
replies. 


Which of these sources of news and informa¬ 
tion about the election controversy tn 
Florida — television, the Internet, the news¬ 
paper, or none of these—do you think is: 


The most reliable and accurate ? 


Television . 

Internet . 

Newspaper. 

None; no opinion 



The most up-to-date and immediate? 


Television . 

Internet.-.- 

Newspaper... 

None; no opinion... 


59% 



The easiest to use ? 

Television . 

Internet. 

Newspaper. 

None; no opinion. 

When seeking to find out more information 
about the election controversy in Florida, 
which would you say you enjoy most— 
watching television, surfing the Internet, 
reading the newspaper, or none oj these? 

... -54% 

Watching television.. • 

Surfing the Internet ... 

Reading the newspaper . 11 

None; no opinion. 


65% 
.23 
..9 
. .3 


Did you personally happen to vote for presi¬ 
dent on November 7, or did something come 
up that kept you from voting ? 

Voted.. 89 % 

Kept from voting. 11 

No opinion .....* 

^Less than 1 % 

Asked of those who voted: And for whom did 
you vote—George IV Bush, Al Gore, Ralph 
Nader, or another candidate ? 


Bush..... 

Gore .... 

Nader .... 

Another candidate; no opinion . 


. . 51 % 
..39 
...3 
...7 


Do you believe the time will come in the fu¬ 
ture when voting for the President of the 
United States via ihe Internet will be the 
dominant method of voting? 



No opinion . 


Asked of those who said voting on the 
Internet will occur in the future: And how 
long do you think it will be until Internet 
voting for the president is the dominant 
method of voting—by the 2004 presidential 
election, bv the 2008 presidential election, 
bv the 2012 presidential election, by the 
2016 presidential election, or longer? 

2004 election.. • • .. 

2008 election ....42 

2012 election..^ 

2016 election. 14 

- ^ 

Longer; no opinion . *.... 

Recently, voters nt an Arizona election were 
allowed to cast their votes over the Internet 
If Internet voting were made available in 
your state, would it make you more likely to 
vote, less likely to vote, or have no effect on 

your likelihood of voting'? 
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More likely 
Less likely 
No effect . 
No opinion 


,29% 

.2 



If Internet voting were made available in 
■your state, under normal circumstances 


would you choose to vote over the Internet 
or in person at a designated polling place? 

Over the Internet .62% 

In person .. ■ ..*. J 

No opinion ..... * ■ *.® 


Would you soy that voting over the Internet 
would be more subject to fraud than tradi¬ 
tional methods of voting, less subject to 
fraud than traditional methods of voting, or 
no different than traditional methods of vot¬ 
ing in terms of the possibility of fraud? 


More subject to fraud ..,. .44% 

Less subject to fraud ...14 

No difference ..* -. -30 

No opinion.. .12 


Analysis: The events surrounding the vote count 
in the slate of Florida easily rank among one of 
the most covered and most followed news stories 
of the past decade. A recent on-line survey, con¬ 
ducted November 21-28, of a random sample of 
Internet users across the country indicates that 
91% of this group followed the events in Florida 
very or somewhat closely, and that two-thirds 
have signed on to find out the latest details. 
Additionally, six out of ten Internet users fol¬ 
lowed the presidential campaign using the Inter¬ 
net this past fall, and half think that Internet 
voting will be the dominant method for voting in 
the future, Despite this widespread use of the 
Web. Internet users still tend to think that televi¬ 
sion is the most up-to-date, easy to use, and en¬ 
joyable news medium, although the Internet is 
seen as just as accurate as television. 

The survey shows that Internet users are 
using the unique capabilities of the medium to 
follow the current controversy in Florida. This 
news event is particularly suited for coverage on 


the Internet in that so many facets of the contro¬ 
versy happen throughout the day and simultane¬ 
ously. Among Internet users in the sample, 67% 
report having used the Internet to look up infor¬ 
mation about the Florida controversy. In fact, 
50% of that group look up information on-line at 
least once a day, and 21% check the Internet 
more than once a day 

When asked how they used the Internet dur¬ 
ing the political campaigns, 60% of Internet users 
indicate they used it to follow political news, and 
52% used it to find information about the candi¬ 
dates’ issue positions and backgrounds. Also, 
34% of Internet users have personally been to a 
presidential candidate’s Web site, Among that 
group, 75% report they went to George W 
Bush’s site and 61% went to A1 Gore’s site, while 
22% went to Ralph Nader’s Web site. 

However, when Internet users are asked 
about less passive activity, their reported usage 
changes dramatically. Just 10% of Internet users 
sent an e-mail to the presidential candidates ci¬ 
ther supporting or criticizing their positions. 
Additionally, only 5% of Internet users indicate 
they used chat rooms to visit with others about 
the presidential elections. Only 4% of Internet 
users note having used the Internet to send a do¬ 
nation to particular candidates or campaigns. 

The survey also asked Internet users which 
news sources they found to be the easiest to use as 
well as the most accurate, immediate, and enjoy¬ 
able. Given a choice, 22% of the on-line survey re¬ 
spondents think the Internet is most accurate, 20% 
favor television, and !S% indicate newspupti a 
the most reliable. The majority of die Internet-using 
public strongly believes television is the most up- 
to-date and immediate" news source (59%), fol 
lowed by the Internet with 32%. Newspapers only 
draw 1% of this group. Internet users also cite tele¬ 
vision as the easiest news source to use, with 65 
mentioning it, again followed by the Internet wit i 
23% and newspapers with just 9%. A separate 
question asked Internet users which news source 
they enjoyed using the most. Television again con 
trols the news-collecting world, with 54% reporting 
they enjoy it the most. Another 24% enjoy surfing 
the Internet the most, while 11% cite reading e 
newspaper as the most enjoyable. 
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Internet users believe that voting on-lme is 
the wave of the future and would prefer ihat 
method to voting in person. Overall, 50% think 
the Internet will eventually become the “domi¬ 
nant method for voting" in this country. Among 
this group, 18% think this will happen by 2004. 
42% by 2008, 21% by 2012, and 14% by 2016 or 
later. Also, 29% of respondents claim that being 
able to vote via the Internet would make them 
more likely to vote. And, if they were given a 
choice between voting in person or voting over 
the Internet. 62% of Internet users would choose 
Internet voting and just 30% in-person voting. 
Still, Internet users are concerned about possible 
voter fraud, as 44% believe Internet voting would 
be more subject to such fraud, compared with 
14% who think there would be less fraud; another 
30% think Internet voting would have no effect 
on voter fraud one way or the other. 


DECEMBER 1 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
DISPUTE: MEDIA COVERAGE 

Interview Dates: 11/26-27/00 
CNN /USA Today/GaWup Poll 
Survey #GO 132024 

Thinking about the media coverage oj the 
Florida recount, do you think the media 
have been biased in favor of Al Gore, biased 
in favor of George W. Bush, or have they not 
been biased toward either candidate? 




Gore 

Bush 


National 

sup ■ 

sup- 


adults 

porters 

porters 

Biased for Gore . 

.... .23% 

6 % 

45% 

Biased for Bush 

.10 

18 

4 

Not biased. 

.63 

74 

48 

No opinion ... - 

..1 

2 

3 


Do you think the media have been paying 
too much attention or the right amount oj at¬ 
tention to the election situation in Florida 




Gore 

Bush 


National 

sup¬ 

sup¬ 


adult'i 

porters 

porters 

Too much. 

.47% 

40% 

53% 

Right amount ., 
Too little (vol.); 

_ 51 

57 

46 

no opinion ., 

0 

i 1 « p . „ -w. 

3 

1 


Which of these words best describes how 
you feel about the day-to-day news coverage 
of the election situation in Florida—are you 
fascinated, interested, bored, or fed up? 


Fascinated 

National 

adults 

.. * , . J% 

Gore 

sup¬ 

porters 

10 % 

Bush 

sup¬ 

porters 

6% 

Interested . 

.37 

42 

36 

Bored .... 

.17 

18 

10 

Ped up . . 

.38 

30 

47 

No opinion 

.I 

* 

1 


*Less than 1 % 


Analysis: The latest Gallup Poll shows that the 
public is roughly divided concerning the amount 
of media coverage of the Florida election recount. 
Fifty-one percent say the amount of coverage is 
about right, and 47% say it is too much; only 1 % 
say iliere is too little coverage. At the same time, 
nearly two oui of three believe that the media cov¬ 
erage of the Florida recount has not been biased 
toward either candidate. Slightly more say cover¬ 
age has been biased in lavor of Al Gore (23%) 
than think it has favored George W. Bush (10%) 

By way of comparison, a Gallup Poll con¬ 
ducted in July 1999 found that 58% thought the 
media paid too much attention to the plane crash 
ofJoltn F. Kennedy Jr. Similar Gallup Polls con¬ 
ducted shortly after other recent major events 

produced these results: 

• April 1999: Columbine High School 
shootings—too much coverage. 47%. 
about right. 50% 

* January 1998 Clinton-Lewinsky scan¬ 
dal—too much coverage, 72% ; about 
right, 22% 

. September 1997: death of Princess 
Diana—too much coverage, 49%: about 

right, 49% 
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Are Americans still paying attention to the 
recount coverage? In a word, yes. Nearly eight 
out of ten (77%) are following the news either 
“very” or “somewhat” closely, although this per¬ 
centage is down from earlier this month, when a 
Gallup Poll found that 87% were following the 
election recount closely (November 11-12). 

Roughly one-third (35%) are especially inter¬ 
ested in news about the election, saying they are 
following the story very closely. This highly atten¬ 
tive group skews older, is well educated, and tends 
to be more Republican than Democratic. For in¬ 
stance, only 19% of 18- to 29-year-olds are follow¬ 
ing it very closely, compared to 36% of those aged 
30-49 and 43% in the 50 and older age bracket. 
Forty-three percent of Republicans are tuning in 
heavily, compared to just 34% of Democrats. 

Compared to other news events about which 
Gallup has asked, the presidential election con¬ 
troversy has an extremely high ranking, on a par 
with the death of John F, Kennedy Jr. in 1999 and 
the Elfan Gonzalez case earlier this year. How¬ 
ever, fewer respondents are paying very close at¬ 
tention to the election today compared with the 
death of Princess Diana in 1997 (55%) or the 
start of the 1991 ground war in Iraq (53%). 

Again, the public is split, but a slight major¬ 
ity appear to be getting fatigued after weeks of 
coverage. Only 7% describe themselves as “fasci¬ 
nated” by the recount coverage, while 37% are 
“interested.’’ On the other hand, 17% are “bored,” 
and 38% describe themselves as “fed up.” Of this 
last group, Bush supporters are more likely than 
Gore supporters to describe themselves as “fed 
up”—47% of Bush supporters give this answer, 
compared to 30% of Gore supporters. 


DECEMBER 4 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

Interview Dates; 11/13-15/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131970 

Do you have occasion to use alcoholic bev¬ 
erages such as liquor, wine, or beer, or are 
you a total abstainer? 


No, 

total 



Yes 

abstainer 

2000 Nov 13-15. 

. .64% 

36% 

1999 Sep 23-26 .. 

. .64 

36 

1997 Jun 26-29 . 

. .61 

39 

1996 Jun 27-30 . 

. .58 

42 

1994 Jun 3-6 . 

. .65 

35 

1992 . 

..64 

36 

1990 . 

. .57 

43 

1989 . 

..56 

44 

1988 . 

. .63 

37 

1987 . 

. .65 

35 

1984 .. 

. .64 

36 

1983 . 

. .65 

35 

1982 .. 

. .65 

35 

1981 . 

. .70 

30 

1979 . 

. .69 

31 

1978 .. 

. .71 

29 

1977 . 

..71 

29 

1976 . 

..71 

29 

1974 . 

..68 

32 

1969 .. 

..64 

36 

1966 . 

. .65 

35 

1964 «, • i »■. i * * ■ > t < ■ ^ ^ • 

. .63 

37 

I960 . 

. .62 

38 

1958 . 

. .55 

45 

1957 . 

. .58 

42 

1956 . 

. .60 

40 

1952 .. 

..60 

40 

1951 . 

..59 

41 

1950 . 

. .60 

40 

1949 . 

...58 

42 

1947 . 

.. .63 

37 

1946 ... 

. .67 

33 

1945 . 

,. .67 

33 

1939 . 

.. .58 

42 

Asked of those who drink: 

When did you last 

take a drink of any kind of alcoholic beverage* 


Over 

Over 


one 

one 

Within 

day 

week 

past 

to one 

ago; 

24 

week 

don t 

hours 

ago 

know 

2000 Nov 13-15 . 26% 

32% 

42% 

1999 Sep 23-26 . 35 

25 

40 

1997 Jun 26-29 . 33 

25 

42 
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1996 Jun 27-30 ... 

. .28 

26 


46 

1994 Jun 3-6 ..... 

..34 

23 


43 

1992 .. 

..26 

24 


50 

1990 . 

..29 

23 


48 

1989 . 

..32 

35 


33 

1988 . 

. .39 

25 


36 

1987 . 

. .38 

30 


32 

1984 ... 

. .39 

29 


32 

Also asked of those who drink: 

App 

roxi- 

mately how many drinks of any kind of alco- 

ho lie beverage 

did you 

drink in 

the 

past 


seven days ? 

Eight 

or 

more,' 




One to 

don 7 


None 

seven 

know 

2000 Nov 13-15 ., 

,. .43% 

46% 

11% 

1999 Sep 23-26 .. 

., .40 

47 

13 

1997 Jun 26-29 .. 

*. .41 

45 

14 

1996 Jun 27-30 .. 

.. .47 

42 

11 

1994 Jun 3-6 .... 

.. .44 

42 

14 

1992 .. 

.. .51 

36 

13 

1990 . 

.. .50 

40 

10 

1989 .. 

.. .33 

47 

20 

1988 .. 

.. .32 

49 

19 

1987 . 

...29 

50 

21 


Also asked of those who drink: Do you most 
often drink liquor, wine, or beer? 


2000 Nov 13-15 
1999 Sep 23-26 
1997 Jun 26-29 
1996 Jul 25-28 
1994 Jun 3-6 .. 
1992 Jan . 


Liquor 

\Vttl€ 

.22% 

31% 

.19 

34 

.18 

32 

.20 

27 

.18 

29 

.21 

27 


MI 

about 
equally* 
other 
(voU; 
Jon *i 
Beer ktto\r 

43% 4% 

42 5 

45 5 

46 7 

47 6 

47 5 


Also asked of those who drink: Do you 
sometimes drink more Ilian you think you 

should? 


2000 Nov 13-15 
1999 Sep 23-26 
1997 Jun 26-29 


Yes 

26% 

24 


1996Jul25-28 
1994 Jun 3-6 . 

1992 .. 

1990 . 

1989 . 

1987 . 

1985 . 

1978 . 


. 25 
. ,29 
..29 
. .23 
..35 
-.29 
.32 


03 

i * t 9 m ■ ■ 4 a 


Also asked of those who drink: Have you 
ever made a really serious effort to stop 
drinking, or not? 


Yes 

2000 Nov 13-15 ...................... 16% 

1999 Sep 23-26 ... 15 


Has drinking ever been a anise of trouble in 
your family? 



2000 

1999 

1997 

1996 

1994 

1992 

1990 

1989 

1987 

1985 

1984 

1981 

1978 

1976 

1974 

1966 

1947 


Nov 13-15 .. . 

.36% 

Sep 23-26 

Jun 26-29 . . 

.36 

.30 

Jun 27-30 . 

Jun 3-6 .. . 

.23 

. .27 

.24 


.23 

.19 


.24 

.21 

**«,*• - *****■*-** * * * ’ ’ 

.18 

22 

. ...* *. 

.. * * , . * * * * * » » • * * 1 1 

. , B - * * *■■#■* 

• ************ 

22 

.17 

.12 

.12 


.15 


Analysts: According to a recent Gallup ’oil, 64% 
of Americans say they drink alcoholic beverages 
at least occasionally. Ot these, roughly a quarter 
say they sometimes drink more than they should, 
while 36% completely abstain from drink¬ 
ing Gallup has been asking the public about ils 
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drinking habits for more than sixty years. The 
number of people who say they drink has fluctu¬ 
ated somewhat during that lime, ranging from 
55% to 71%. Drinking reached its lowest point in 
the 1950s and its highest point in the 1970s. The 
first time Gallup asked this question, in 1939, 
589fc claimed they were drinkers, while 429b said 
they did not drink at all. The current results show: 

* ♦ Men are slightly more likely to say they 
drink than are women (67% vs. 60%) 

• Men are twice as likely as women to say 
they sometimes drink too much (22% vs. 
11 %) 

* Younger people are more likely to drink 
than are older people; 68% of those be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 49 say they have 
occasion to drink, compared with 57% of 
those over the age of 50 

* Thirty-five percent of people between the 
ages of 18 and 29 say they sometimes 
drink more than they should, compared 
with 18% of those in their 30s and 40s 
and just 6% of those over the age of 50 

• People living in urban areas, regions out¬ 
side of the South, and those with higher 
levels of education are more likely to 
drink alcohol on occasion than are rural 
dwellers, Southerners, and those without a 
college education 

Thirty-six percent of those surveyed told 
Gallup that drinking has been a source of prob¬ 
lems for their family. This number has been on 
the rise, particularly in the past couple of years. 
In 1947, when Gallup first asked this question, 
only 15% said drinking had been a problem in 
their family. As recently as 1994, the rate of self- 
reported problems was just 27%, However, this 
number rose to 30% in 1997, and then to 36% in 
1999—an all-time high—and it remains at that 
level in this year’s survey. 

As Gallup has found in previous surveys on 
this topic, beer continues to be the alcoholic bev¬ 
erage of choice for a plurality of those who drink 
Forty-three percent of drinkers say they drink 
beer most often; wine and liquor follow, with 
31% and 22%, respectively. Of those who drink, 
men are almost three times as likely as women to 
name beer as their preferred drink, by 62% to 


24%, while wine is the preferred drink of 47% of 
women, compared to only 17% of men. Younger 
people are more likely to prefer beer, while older 
people tend to prefer wine; 50% of 18- to 29- 
year-olds drink beer most often, compared to 
27% of those over the age of 50. Forty-six per¬ 
cent of those over the age of 50 drink wine most 
often. In addition, those with postgraduate de¬ 
grees (53%) are most likely to have a strong pref¬ 
erence for wine. Just 35% of those with a college 
education prefer wine, and 24% of those with no 
college experience drink wine most frequently. 


DECEMBER 5 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION DISPUTE 


Interview Dates: 12/2-4/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 132084 


Which comes closer to your view—you ore 
willing to wait at least a little while longer 
for a final resolution to the presidential 
election situation, or the presidential elec¬ 
tion situation has gone on too long already 7 

National 
adults 

Willing to wait.36% 

Too long already.63 

No opinion .1 


Gore 

Bush 

sup¬ 

sup¬ 

porters 

porters 

69% 

9% 

30 

90 

1 

1 


A,s of today, do you think Al Gore should con¬ 
cede the election, or should he not concede. 




Gore 

Bush 


National 

sup - 

sup - 


adults 

porters 

parleys 

Yes, concede ... 

.58% 

27% 

84% 

No, not concede 

.38 

68 

14 

No opinion .... 

.4 

5 

2 


As of today, do you think George \V. Bush 
should concede the election, or should he 

not concede? 
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National 

adults 

Yes, concede ...14% 

No, not concede.81 

No opinion .5 


Gore Bush 

sup- sup¬ 
porters porters 

1 6 % 1 0 % 
78 88 

6 2 


Regardless of the figures which have been 
announced by the Florida secretary of state 
or any other election official in Florida, who 
do you think would have won the election in 
Florida if eveiy voter had properly cast his or 
her vote and all valid votes were accurately 
counted—do you think Al Gore or George IV. 
Bush would have won, or are sou unsure? 


ber, would you approve or disapprove of the 
Florida legislature voting to select Bush’s 


slate of 25 electors from 

that state? 



Gore 

Bush 

National 

sup¬ 

sup- 

adults 

porters 

porters 

Approve .. .52% 

21% 

11% 

Disapprove ..43 

70 

18 

No opinion ... .5 

3 

5 


If the courts rule in favor of Al Gore's legal 
challenge to the ballot counting in Florida, 
would you approve or disapprove of the 
Florida legislature rejecting that outcome 
and voting to select Bush's slate of 25 elec- 




Gore 

Bush 

tors from that state 7 




National 

sup - 

sup* 






adults 

porters 

porters 



Gore 

Bush 

Gore 

. .37% 

76% 

6 % 


National 

sup- 

sup- 

Bush .. 

. .39 

6 

72 


adults 

porters 

porters 

Unsure; no opinion . 

..24 

18 

22 

Approve . 

. 41% 

15% 

64% 




Disapprove ... 

. 52 

78 

31 

Based on what 

you know, would 

you favor 

No opinion ...., 

,7 

h ■ i ■ x ■ i 

7 

5 


or oppose a Florida court decision to re¬ 
count by hand the disputed ballots in Miattii- 
Dade Conn tv? 


Favor 



Gore 

Bush 

National 

sup * 

sup* 

adults 

porters 

porters 

. .47% 

88% 

13% 

..52 

12 

86 


& 


No opinion .. .... 1 

*Less than 1 % 


Based on what you know, would you favot 
or oppose a Florida court decision to re¬ 
count by hand all the ballots in Miami-Dade 

County? 



National 

Gore 

sup- 

Bush 

sup- 


adults 

porters 

porters 

Favor. 

. .43% 

81% 

9% 

rt rt 

Oppose . 

55 

■ ****** »- **■ 

IS 

1 

89 

No opinion .. 

7 



If the winner of Florida’s election for presi¬ 
dent is not settled by the deadline m Decent- 


Analysis: According to a Gallup Poll conducted 
December 2-4 but completed mostly before 
Monday’s decision by Circuit Judge N. Sanders 
Sauls to deny Al Gore’s request for vote recounts 
in Miami-Dade and West Palm Beach counties, 
Americans appear evenly divided over whether 
such recounts should be conducted. By a nanow 
margin of 52% to 47%, they would oppose a 
Florida court decision to recount by hand the dis¬ 
puted ballots in Miami-Dade County.” They ex¬ 
press somewhat greater opposition if the recount 
were intended lor all the ballots m that county, 
rather than just the disputed ballots, with 55% op¬ 
posing and 43% favoring that action. 

The poll also shows that they remain impa¬ 
tient about the election situation, and a majority 
continue to say that Gore should concede the 
election. Sixty-three percent say the uncertainty 
has eone on too long, and only 36% are willing to 
wad a little longer, And by a margin of 58% to 
38%. respondents say that as oi today. Gore 
should concede the election. These numbers are 
little changed from a poll conducted a week ago. 
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Despite this evidence of impatience with the 
election situation, the public is evenly split on the 
question of which candidate would have won 
Florida under ideal voting conditions. Although 
George W. Bush has been certified as the official 
winner, just 39% say Bush would have won “if 
every voter had properly cast his or her vote and 
all valid votes were accurately counted.” Almost 
the same number (37%) say that Gore would 
have won, and a sizable proportion of the public 
(24%) are unsure. 

There is relatively little uncertainty, how¬ 
ever, among the partisans of each candidate. By 
72% to 6%, Bush’s supporters say the Texas gov¬ 
ernor would have won Florida even under ideal 
voting conditions, and by 76% to 6% Gore’s sup¬ 
porters say the vice president would have won. 
People who support neither candidate lean to the 
view that Gore would have won (29%) rather 
than Bush (23%), but almost half (48%) are un¬ 
sure which candidate would have won. 

Some Florida legislative leaders have pro¬ 
posed that the state legislature meet in special 
session to pass a bill selecting Bush’s slate of 
25 electors from the state, either to short-circuit 
the judicial process now under way, or possibly 
to overturn the Florida Supreme Court should it 
rule in favor of Gore. Respondents are receptive 
to such action if the winner is not settled by the 
deadline in December, when the Electoral 
College meets. Just over half (52%) would ap¬ 
prove, while 43% would disapprove, of such ac¬ 
tion. However, by 52% to 41%, they would 
disapprove of such a bill if it overturned a Florida 
court decision that was in Gore’s favor. Not sur¬ 
prisingly, eight in ten of Gore's supporters would 
disapprove, but three in ten of Bush’s supporters 
would disapprove as well. 

DECEMBER 6 
CANDIDATES’ IMAGES 

Interview Dates: 12/2-4/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GQ 132084 

Next, H'f d like lo get your overall opinion of 

some people in the news. As I read each 


name, please say if you have a favorable or 
unfavorable opinion of this person, or if you 
have never heard of him: 

Al Gore? 



Favor- 

Unfavor- 

No 

opinion; 

never 


able 

able 

heard of 

Registered Voters 

2000 Nov 13-15 ..., 

. .54% 

44% 

2% 

2000 Nov 4—5 ..... 

. .56 

39 

5 

2000Oct24-26 ... 

..53 

42 

5 

2000 Oct 23-25 ... 

..55 

40 

5 

2000 Oct 20-22 ... 

. .57 

39 

4 

2000 Oct 5-7 . 

. .57 

37 

6 

2000Sep28-30 ... 

. .61 

31 

8 

2000Sep 15-17 ... 

..62 

30 

8 

National Adults 

2000 Dec 2-4. 

..46 

52 

2 

2000 Nov 13-15 ... 

. .53 

44 

3 

George W. Bush 

? 

Favor- 

Unfavor- 

No 

opinion; 

never 


able 

able 

heard of 

Registered Voters 

2000 Nov 13-15 ... 

. .54% 

43% 

3 Vo 

2000 Nov 4-5_ 


39 

6 

2000Oct24-26 ... 

,.62 

33 

5 

2000 Oct 23-25 ... 

, .60 

35 

5 

2000 Oct 20-22 ... 

. .59 

37 

4 

2000 Oct 5-7 . 

. .58 

36 

6 

2000Sep28-30 ... 

. .55 

38 

7 

2000 Sep 15-17 ... 

..51 

41 

8 

National Adults 

2000 Dec 2-4 -- 

. .56 

40 

4 

2000 Nov 13-15 ... 

..53 

43 

4 

Dick Cheney? 


Favor- 

Unfavor- 

No 

opinion; 

never 


able 

able 

heard of 

Registered Voters 

2000 Nov 13-15 .., 

. .53% 

22% 

AD 10 

2000Sep 15-17 ... 

..46 

24 

30 
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National Adults 

2000 Dec 2-4.58 

2000 Nov 13-15.51 

Joe Liebermcm? 


Registered Voters 
2000 Nov 13-15 ,, 
2000 Sep 15-17 .. 
2000 Aug 18-19 ., 
National Adults 
2000 Dec 2-4 
2000 Nov 13-15 . 


Favor¬ 

able 

. .50% 

..52 

..58 

. .47 
.,48 


23 

O') 


19 

27 


approve, disapprove , or strongly disapprove 
of the way each of the following has handled 
the situation surrounding the results of the 
election for president: 


Yes 


National 

adults 

. .71% 


Gore 

sup¬ 

porters 

97% 


Bush 

sup¬ 

porters 

46% 




No opinion.1 

1 

DA 

2 


No 




Unfavor¬ 

able 

opinion; 

If George W. Bush is declared the winner and 

never 
heard of 

is inaugurated next January, would you ac¬ 
cept him as the legitimate president, or not? 

23% 

27% 


Core 

Bush 

17 

31 

National 

sup- 

sup- 

12 

30 

adults 

porters 

porters 



Yes .85% 

68% 

100% 

30 

23 

No. 14 

31 


23 

29 

No opinion ..1 

1 

0 



*Less than 1 % 




Whom would you most prefer to be the next 
president—Al Gore or George W. Bush, or 
don 7 vow have a preference? 


Al Gore and his campaign advisors? 




Gore 

Bush 


National 

sup- 

sup- 


adults 

porters 

porters 

Strongly approve . 

, .. .7% 

16% 

i% 

Approve . 

. ..32 

63 

7 

Disapprove. 

.,.36 

16 

47 

Strongly disapprove 

.. .24 

3 

44 

No opinion . 

.. ..1 

2 

i 


George W. Bush and his campaign advisors? 



Gore 

Bush 

National 

sup¬ 

sup¬ 

adults 

porters 

porters 

Strongly approve .... 11 % 

1% 

22% 

Approve ...46 

23 

69 

8 

1 

Disapprove ..32 

55 

Strongly disapprove .. .9 

No opinion ..2 

*Less than 1 % 

19 

2 


lfAl Gore is declared the winner and is in¬ 
augurated next January, would you accept 
him as the legitimate president, or not? 


Gore.. 

Bush ... . 

No preference; no opinion 



Analysis: For die first time since Al Gore emerged 
in 1992 as Bill Clinton’s running mate, the vice 
president is now viewed unfavorably by a majority 
of American adults Fifty-two percent of those in¬ 
terviewed in a new Gallup Poll have an unfavor¬ 
able view of Gore, compared to 46% who view 
him favorably Just prior to the November 7 elec¬ 
tion, Gore’s ratio of favorable-to-unfavorable rat¬ 
ings was much better: 56% to 39%. By contrast, 
attitudes about Republican nominee George VV. 
Bush, which were comparable to Gore's at the 
time of the election, have remained positive in 
the weeks since, with a majority continuing to 
view the Republican nominee favorably Today, 
56% have a favorable opinion ot Bush and only 
40% have an unfavorable opinion, virtually die 
same as die weekend before the election 

It seems clear diat respondents’ increasingly 
critical view of Gore is related to their attitudes 
about his ongoing legal challenges to ballot count¬ 
ing in Florida. Shortly after the election—and soon 
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after the Gore legal team requested a hand recount 
of votes in four Florida counties—52% of U.S. 
adults supported Gore’s handling of the election 
outcome. However, that support has fallen several 
points in each subsequent week, first to 48% in 
mid-November, then to 42% in late November, 
and to just 39% today. Three out of five (60%) 
now disapprove ot the way Gore and his campaign 
advisors are handling the election, including 24% 
who strongly disapprove. This is similar to the per¬ 
centage who now say the presidential election situ¬ 
ation has gone on too long (63%) and who believe 
Gore should now concede (58%). 

Despite criticism of Bush by some Demo¬ 
cratic leaders for moving too quickly into “transi¬ 
tion” mode after the election, a majority of 
Americans continue to approve of the way Bush 
and his advisors have handled the election sit¬ 
uation. In contrast to the downward trend in 
approval of Gore’s handling of the election situa¬ 
tion, Bush’s positive levels have remained steady. 
Today, 57% approve of Bush’s handling of the 
election, similar to the 53% recorded shortly after 
November 7 

The new poll finds that the public now prefers 
Bush to be the next president by a slim 46% to 
40% margin. Nevertheless, most seem willing to 
accept as the legitimate president whichever man is 
ultimately certified the winner. Eighty-five percent 
would accept Bush, and a smaller but still substan¬ 
tial 71 % would accept Gore. 

A review of trends in attitudes about Gore’s 
handling of the election situation finds that 
Democrats and other Gore voters continue to back 
Gore in large numbers, while Bush voters and 
those wi th no preference tend to be critical of Gore 
and are grow ing increasingly more so. Nearly four 
in five Gore supporters (79%) approve or strongly 
approve of the way Gore has handled the situation 
surrounding the election results, down slightly 
from the 85% of Gore voters who approved of his 
ettorts initially, but still it represents a solid en¬ 
dorsement of their candidate’s actions in Florida. 
These numbers demonstrating Gore’s strength 
among rank-and-file Democrats across the country' 
may also help explain why Democratic leaders 
continue to rally around Gore despite the calls of 
some that he concede the election. 


By contrast, 91% of Bush supporters currently 
disapprove of Gore’s handling of the election re¬ 
sults, compared to 80% who fell this way several 
weeks ago. And Bush voters are feeling increas¬ 
ingly firm about their disapproval, with 44% saying 
they strongly disapprove of Gore’s handling of the 
results, compared to 34% who strongly disapproved 
initially. Among those who have no preference 
about who wins the election, opinion of Gore tends 
to be negative, with 73% saying they disapprove of 
his handling of the election and only 26% approv¬ 
ing. This, too, represents a decline in support for 
Gore compared to previous polling, when only 50% 
of the neutral group disapproved of his actions. 

Gore’s vice presidential running mate, Joe 
Lieberman, has not been spared the public’s criti¬ 
cism in this postelection period, perhaps because 
of the high profile role he has taken in delending 
the Gore team’s challenge to the Florida election. 
When Lieberman was first announced as Gore’s 
selection for vice president, he enjoyed highly la- 
vorable ratings from the public, with 58% viewing 
him favorably and only 12% uniavorably (the re¬ 
maining 30% had no opinion oi Lieberman at th is 
early stage). His unfavorable rating rose to 23% in 
mid-November and is now 30%. Less than hall 
(47%) currently have a favorable view of him. 
while 23% continue to have no opinion. 

Over the same time period, ratings for the 
Republican vice presidential nominee, Dick 
Cheney, have remained positive. Today. 58% 
have a favorable view of him and just 23% have 
an unfavorable view. Cheney may be benefiting 
from some public sympathy over his health prob¬ 
lems since the election, although the fact that 
support for Bush has also remained fairly high in 
this period suggests that Cheney’s heart problems 
may not be a major factor sustaining his positive 

image. 


DECEMBER 7 
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 

Interview Dates: 12/2-4/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 132084 
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How would you rate economic conditions in 
thi!t country today—as excellent, good, only 
fair, or poor? 



Excellent , 

Only fair, 

No 

2000 Dec 2-4 .. . 

good 

poor 

opinion 

... .63% 

36% 

i% 

2000 Nov 13-15 . 

... .72 

28 

* 

2000Oct6-9 ... 

.. . .71 

28 

i 

♦Less than 1 % 





Right now, do you think that economic con¬ 
ditions in the country> os a whole are getting 
better, or getting worse ? 



Getting 

Getting 

Same 

No 


better 

worse 

{vol.) 

opinion 

2000 Dec 2-4 .. 

. .39% 

48% 

8 % 

5% 

2000 Nov 13-15 . 

..50 

38 

9 

3 

2000 Oct 6-9 ... 

. .54 

34 

10 

i 

A- 


If you had a thousand dollars to spend , do 
you think investing it in the slock market 
would be a good idea or a bad idea? 

Good idea.....46% 

Bad idea.....49 

It depends (vol.); no opinion... 5 

How likely do you think it is that there will 
be a recession in the country during the next 
twelve months—very likely, fairly likely, not 
too likely, or not at all likely ? 

Very, fairly likely ....45% 

Not too, not at all likely ..-. 

Already in recession (vol.); no opinion.5 

Analysis: According to the latest Gallup Poll, 
Americans indicate a growing pessimism about the 
economy, with 48% saying it is “getting worse 
and 39% saying it is “getting better.” This marks 
the first time that a plurality of the public has held 
a more pessimistic than an optimistic view of fu¬ 
ture economic conditions since July 1996. 

Does a growing belief that the economy is 
getting worse mean that respondents leel a reces- 
sion is on the horizon? The public is divide/ . 


poll finds that 45% think a recession is either 
very likely’ or “fairly likely” in the next twelve 
months, while 50% believe a recession is “not too 
likely" or “not at all likely” (though only 12% 
say that a recession is very likely). Gallup last 
asked this question in December 1990, and at that 
point 74% believed a recession was likely, a view 
that proved correct as the country endured a re¬ 
cession beginning in 1991. 

Another question that Gallup uses to gauge 
confidence in the economy is to ask the public if 
they think investing in the stock market is a good 
or bad idea. This measure shows variation over 
time, and currently 46% think it is a good idea to 
invest in the stock market, while 49% think it is a 
bad idea—a rather sharp drop from October, 
when a majority thought it was a good idea to in¬ 
vest (by a 57% to 36% margin), and a stunning 
change from January of this year when they be¬ 
lieved it was a good idea by a 67% to 28%> mar¬ 
gin. Not since September 199S has a plurality 
believed investing was a bad idea. Of course, die 
recent surge in stock prices may affect the way 
the public now thinks about investing 

Democrats and Republicans disagree on 
whether the economy is getting belter or worse A 
majority of Democrats think the economy is get¬ 
ting better (52%, compared to 36% who think it is 
getting worse), while a majority of Republicans 
think the economy is getting worse (57%. com¬ 
pared to 31% who think it is getting better). The 
perception of the economy as getting worse 
stretches across all income groups. Differences are 
apparent by age, however, with a majority of those 
aged 18-29 (56%) thinking the economy is getting 
better. A near-majority or majority of every' other 
age group thinks the economy is getting worse 

Despite these more pessimistic views of fu¬ 
ture economic conditions, respondents continue 
to rate current economic conditions positively 
overall. The latest poll shows 63%> rating them as 
“excellent” or “good,” while 36% rate them as 
“only fair” or “poor." By contrast, in several polls 
conducted between July and November of this 
year, at least 70% evaluated the economy us ex¬ 
cellent or good. It should be pointed out, though, 
that much of the change in ratings is due to the 
public shifting from more positive (“excellent” or 
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‘•good") to more neutral (“only fair’), as the per¬ 
centage who rate the economy as poor has re¬ 
mained fairly stable—and low—throughout this 
year. However, the percentage who give the 
economy “excellent" ratings has fallen off 
sharply from earlier this year. Today, only 12 % 
give the economy this high a rating, compared to 
26% in late July and 25% in mid-August. 


DECEMBER 8 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
DISPUTE: MEDIA COVERAGE 

Interview Dales: 12/2-4/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 132084 


How important has each of the following 
been to you, personally, as a source of infor¬ 
mation. news, and insight about the Florida 
election controversy over the past several 
weeks—extremely important , very impor¬ 
tant, somewhat important, not too important , 
or not at all important: 

Local newspapers in your area? 

Extremely important .... . 8 % 

Very important. 25 

Somewhat important.32 

Not too important. 14 

Not at all important ..20 

No opinion. 1 


In general, do you think news organizations 
get the facts straight, or do you think news 
organizations' stories and reports are often 
inaccurate? 

Get facts straight. .32% 

Are often inaccurate....65 

No opinion .... 3 

Which comes closer to your opinion—the 
neur media generally favor one political 
party over the other, or the news media gen¬ 
erally favor neither political party? 


National newspapers such as the New York 
Times, the Wall Street Journal, and USA 
Today? 

Extremely important ..,.8% 

Very important. 16 

Somewhat important. .22 

Not too important. ,15 

Not at all important.37 

No opinion... .2 

Nightly network news programs on ABC, 
CBS, or NBC? 


Favor one over the other 

Favor neither. 

Favor both (vol.) . 

No opinion.. 


51% 

41 

.3 

.5 


Asked of Those who replied ‘ favor one over 
the other" {51% of the sample): And which 
political party do you think the news media 

generally favor—the Republicans, or the 
Democrats? 


Republicans .. 15 % 

Democrats. oq 

Both ( vo U. 4 

Neither . 3 

51% 


Extremely important .. 
Very important....... 

Somewhat important .. 
Not too important 
Not at all important .., 
No opinion. 


11 % 



32 



p 

4 1 W 


■. ■ ► a if »P ■ * * * ■ ■ 



Morning news and interview programs on 
the national television networks? 


Extremely important . 

Very important.. 

Somewhat important. 

Not too important.. 

Not at all important. 

No opinion.. 


7% 

21 

29 

, * * * 1 < *■ < » * ■ * 

p. * ■ * #. * f 'S P ■ ■' * ■ l 

...26 
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Cable news networks such as CNN MSN fir 

and the Fox News Channel? 


Extremely important .. 

Very important. 

Somewhat important .. 

Not too important. 

Not at all important ... 
No opinion. 


. . 17 % 


. .36 
. .26 
. , .6 
. .13 



Local news from television stations in vour 
area? 


Extremely important .. 

.. . # .., 9 

Very important. 

.29 

Somewhat important. 


Not too important. 

' * 1 * ♦ #,, 1 . 14 

Not at all important. 

. 10 

No opinion. 

1 

* * * m * > * m # - ■ JLr 


Radio talk shows? 

Extremely important . . 
Very important....... 

Somewhat important . 

Not too important. 

Not at all important ... 
No opinion. 


5% 


...11 

.. .25 



1 


The Internet? 

Extremely important .....6% 

Very important..12 

Somewhat important..21 

Not too important.12 

Not at all important. ^ 

No opinion.. 

Late-night talk shows such as Jay Law or 
David Letterman? 

Extremely important .. 

Very important..^ 

Somewhat important ..* 

on 

Not too important... 

Not at all important. 

No opinion. 

Weekly newsmagazines ’ 

* <4% 

Extremely important . 


Very important. 

Somewhat important . 
Not too important 
Not at al] important .. 
No opinion .. . 


....25 
... .22 
... .38 


■ f- 


■ ft 


E * * * m 1 



Television news programs on Sunday morn¬ 


ings? 

Extremely important ...... . 4 % 

Very important. 15 


Somewhat important ...... .27 

Not too important... 15 

Not at all important. 36 

No opinion... 3 


Analysis: Americans are more likely now than at 
any point in the previous fifteen years to say that 
news organizations' stones and reports are inac¬ 
curate. Additionally, about half perceive that 
there is a bias toward one political party or the 
other in the way these organizations report the 
news, and by a 2 -to-l margin, those who feel 
there is a bias say it favors the Democrats. 

When respondents are given a choice, al¬ 
most two-thirds say that news organizations' sto¬ 
ries and reports are often inaccurate, while only 
one-third say that they get the facts straight. This 
question has been asked by Gallup several times 
in the past, dating back to 1985. The high point 
for perceptions of accurate news media coverage 
came in 1985 and 1989, when 55 % and 54%, 
respectively, chose that alternative. The low 
point—before this past weekend—came in 
August 1988 during a time ol intense political 
coverage of the 1988 presidential race, when only 
40% chose the “accurate” alternative. Now, 65% 
say that news coverage is often inaccurate; 32% 
say news organizations gel the facts straight. 

The two questions about news media bias 
and accuracy included in Gallup's most recent 
poll did not refer specifically to the Florida elec¬ 
tion controversy. However, given the Florida sit¬ 
uation’s current dominance of the news, 11 may 
well be that responses to these questions were al- 
fected by perceptions of coverage of that ongoing 
presidential election controversy. Additionally, 
the two highly publicized miscalls of die Florida 
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vote on election night by the news networks may 
have influenced responses. 

The public's perception of the accuracy oi 
the media clearly has political overtones. Seventy- 
four percent of Republicans say the news media 
are often inaccurate, compared to 66% of inde¬ 
pendents and 56% of Democrats. Additionally, 
older people, particularly those 65 and above, are 
significantly more likely to say there are inaccura¬ 
cies than are those who are younger. 

About half (51%) say there is a bias in the 
media toward one party or the other. And, by a 2- 
to-1 ratio, those who see bias are more likely to 
say there is a pro-Democratic bias rather than a 
pro-Republican one. These findings, unlike the ac¬ 
curacy question, are not much different from the 
last time the same question was asked, in 1995. 
Again, Republicans are most likely lo perceive 
bias, and most of the Republicans who perceive 
bias, not surprisingly, say it favors the Democratic 
Party. A poll conducted November 26-27 asked 
more specifically about the news media’s coverage 
of the Florida situation and found a slightly less 
pronounced perception of bias. In that poll, 23% of 
those interviewed said coverage of the Florida 
situation was biased toward Gore, 10% said it was 
biased toward Bush, while 63% said it was not bi¬ 
ased in either direction. 

How are Americans getting their news about 
the Florida election controversy? The weekend 
poll asked the public lo rate each of eleven sepa¬ 
rate news and information vehicles in terms of its 
importance as a source of ‘information, news, and 
insight about the Florida election controversy." It 
is apparent that the fast-moving and almost con¬ 
stancy changing nature of this story is having a 
significant effect on how Americans are seeking 
to follow it. It is the cable news networks, able to 
devote continuous twenty-four-hour-per-day cov¬ 
erage, that respondents are most likely to see as 
important sources of information about the con¬ 
troversy. More traditional news sources such as 
the nightly network news, local television news, 
or newspapers are less often cited as key sources 
of information about the election. 

Despite the ability of the Internet to provide 
up-to-the-minute coverage, only 18% of the pub¬ 
lic say that the Web has been an important source 


of news and information about the Florida situa¬ 
tion. Some observers have suggested that the late- 
night talk shows, with their constant drumbeat of 
jokes about the candidates and the others involved 
in Florida, could be an important source for many 
people, But the poll shows that only 6% say that 
Jay Leno, David Letterman, and the like have 
been important sources of news or insight about 
the situation in the Sunshine State. Younger peo¬ 
ple, not surprisingly, are most likely to say that 
the Internet and late-night talk shows are impor¬ 
tant, but these sources still rank quite low among 
18- to 29-year-olds, behind the cable news chan¬ 
nels and such traditional sources as television 
news. However, younger people are slightly more 
likely to rate the Internet as important than they 
are to rate their local newspaper that way. 

DECEMBER 8 

AMERICA’S GREATEST GENERAL 

Interview Dates: 11/13-15/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131970 

Who would you say was the greatest Amer¬ 
ican military general of all time? 


George Patton . 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Douglas MacArthur .. 

Colin Powell . 

George Washington , . 
Norman Schwarzkopf 

Robert E. Lee. 

Ulysses S. Grant .... 

Omar Bradley . 

Other . 

None.. 

No opinion. 


17% 



Analysis: While many military historians would 
disagree with the order in which the public ranks the 
three greatest American military generals of all 
time, they probably would agree that the three lead¬ 
ers mentioned most frequently by the public all 
deserve special praise for their military accom¬ 
plishments. According to a recent Gallup Poll, 17% 
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cite George Patton, the flamboyant, aggressive 
armor leader in World War II—whose most lasting 
impression may well be the face-slap he adminis¬ 
tered to one of his hospitalized soldiers in 1943_ as 

the greatest American military general of all time. 
Another 14% say Dwight D, Eisenhower, the 
Supreme Allied Commander in Europe who di¬ 
rected the World War II invasion of Normandy that 
eventually led to the defeat of Germany, and who 
was later elected president for two terms. In a close 
third place, cited as the greatest by 12%, is Douglas 
MacArthur, the Pacific Area commander in World 
War II and the United Nations Supreme 
Commander in the Korean War. Other generals 
named by the public include Colin Powell (men¬ 
tioned by 9%), George Washington (8%), Norman 
Schwarzkopf (7%), Robert E. Lee (3%), Ulysses S 
Grant (2%), and Omar Bradley (1%). 

An analysis of the responses from the public 
shows major differences in ratings among the 
generations. Older people, who were bom before 
the beginning of World War II and were alive 
when the generals were in action, cite Eisenhower 
(35%) as the greatest, followed by MacArthur 
(18%), and then Patton (9%), with George 
Washington coming in a distant fourth place 
(6%). By contrast, the youngest adults, whose 
"top-of-mind" reflections apparently led them to 
name the generals they had most recently heard or 
studied about, show a virtual tic between Colin 
Powell (14%), Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff during the Persian Gulf War, and George 
Washington (13%), the "father” and first president 
of this country. Eight percent of young people 
also mention the Persian Gulf War commander. 
Norman Schwarzkopf, while 6% each mention 
MacArthur and Civil War general Robert E. Lee. 

DECEMBER 11 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
DISPUTE: U.S. SUPREME COURT 

Interview Date- 12/10/00 
CNN/f/S/\ TWay/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 132124 

After the U.S. Supreme Court holds its heal¬ 
ing on Monday, what do you think it should 
do—should it allow the manual recount of 
votes to continue in Florida , or not? 



Gore 

Bush 

National 

sup- 

sup- 

adults 

porters 

porters 

Should allow.. . . 47 % 

89% 

i% 

Should not allow. 49 

8 

90 

No opinion . 4 

3 

3 

Do you think the U.S. Sup feme Court will he 

fair or unfair in deciding this case? 



Gore 

Bush 

National 

sup - 

sup- 

adults 

porters 

poners 

Fair. 72% 

54% 

87% 

Unfair.17 

31 

5 

It depends (vol.); 



no opinion . II 

15 

8 

The U.S. Supreme Court's 

ruling could uhi- 

matelv decide who will be the next president 

Which i omes closer to your view— 

-I would 

accept it as a legitimate outcome no matter 

which candidate it favors. 

or l would not ac- 

cept it as a legitimate outcome? 



Gore 

Bush 

National 

sup- 

sup- 

adults 

porters 

porters 

Legitimate . 73% 

65% 

80% 

Not legitimate.19 

27 

12 

No opinion . 8 

8 

8 


Overall , do you think the justices on 

the U.S. 

Supreme Court are being influenced by their 

personal political views u 

hen deciding flits 

case, or don 7 you think so 

9 



G'ore 

Bush 

National 

sup¬ 

sup¬ 

adults 

porters 

porters 

Yes, influenced.51% 

65% 

36% 

Don’t think so.42 

26 

59 

No opinion .7 

9 

5 


Thinking again about the hearing the U.S 
Supreme Court will hold on Monday, just 
your best guess—do you think the U.S. 
Supreme Court will rule in favor ofAl Gore, 
or George W. Bush / 
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Gore 

Bush 


National 

sup¬ 

sup¬ 


adults 

porters 

porters 

Gore .,«., 

..14% 

24% 

8 % 

Bush. 

75 

mJB ■ h ■ * - i if V 

66 

84 

No opinion 

, ■ * - « 0 • till 

10 

8 


As you may know, on Friday , the Supreme 
Court of the state of Florida ordered a man¬ 
ual recount to take place. Do you think the 
judges on the Florida Supreme Court were 
influenced by their personal political views 
when deciding this case , or don 7 you think 
so? 




Gore 

Bush 


National 

sup - 

sup- 


adtdts 

porters 

porters 

Yes influenced .. 

... .60% 

54% 

71% 

Don't think so .., 

* ** -34 

41 

25 

No opinion. 


5 

4 


Which of these statements do you think best 
describes the situation that has occurred 
since the election for president~it is a con- 
stitutional crisis, it is a tnajor problem for 
the country but is not a crisis, it is a minor 
problem for the country', or it is not a prob¬ 
lem for the country at all? 

Gore Bush 

National sup- sup- 

adults porters porters 

Constitutional crisis . , .17% 19 % \§% 

Major problem .46 45 50 

Minor problem.25 20 27 

Not a problem... .9 yi : 7 

No opinion .. 3 4 * 

♦Less than 1 % 

As °/ today, do you think Al Gore should con¬ 
cede the election, or should he not concede? 

Gore Bush 

National sup- sup- 

adults porters porters 

Yes, concede.53% 25% g]% 

No, not concede. 43 70 lg 

No opinion. ,4 c - 


Asked of those who replied that Gore should 
concede now: If the (J.S . Supreme Court 
rules against Al Gore, should he concede the 


election, or should he not concede? 



Gore 

Bush 

National 

sup- 

sup * 

adults 

porters 

porters 

Yes, concede ........61% 

56% 

64% 

No, not concede. 35 

40 

32 

No opinion .4 

4 

4 

Would you approve or 

disapprove 

of the 

Florida legislature voting to select Bush's 

slate of 25 electors from that state? 



Gore 

Bush 

National 

sup- 

sup- 

adults 

porters 

porters 

Approve .48% 

17% 

76% 

Disapprove.42 

74 

15 

No opinion ---10 

9 

9 


As you may know, several courts are now in¬ 
volved in the Florida election process, and 
court decisions may end up determining the 
final outcome. Does this bother you a great 
deal, a fair amount, not much, or not at all? 




Gore 

Bush 


National 

sup- 

sup- 


adults 

porters 

porters 

Great deal. 

.29% 

30% 

32% 

Fair amount.... 

.32 

28 

37 

Not much . 

.24 

25 

21 

Not at all___ 

.13 

15 

9 

No opinion . . .. 

0 

2 

I 


If it comes down to a choice of these four, 
which of the following would you most trust to 
make the final decision on the selection of the 
next president—the U.S. Congress, the Florida 
legislature, the Supreme Court of Florida, or 
the Supreme Court of the United States? 

Gore Bush 
National sup- sup- 

adults porters porters 

U.S. Congress.17% 18% * 6 % 

Florida legislature.7 1 ^ 
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Florida Supreme 

Court . 9 j 6 

U.S. Supreme Court ...61 59 

No opinion .. <5 6 


4 

64 

3 


Would you say you are confused by the re¬ 
cent couit rulings regarding the presidential 
election in Florida, or not? 


Gore Bush 
National sup- sup- 

adults porters porters 

Yes, confused.50% 53% 48% 

No ■ ■ .,49 46 51 

No opinion . 1 1 \ 


Regardless of whom you support, who do you 
think will become the next president of the 
United States—Al Gore, or George IK Bush? 


Gore Bush 
National sup- sup- 
adults porters porters 

Gore ... 11 % 16% 8 % 

Bush . ...81 78 87 

Other (voL); 

no opinion . 8 6 5 


Whom would you most prefer to be the next 
president—Al Gore, or George W. Bush, or 
don 7 you have a preference ? 


Gore... ..40% 

Bush.*...45 

No preference; no opinion .15 


Analysis: According to a Gallup Poll conducted 
December 10, 49% say the U.S. Supreme Court 
should not allow the vote recount in Florida, 
while 47% say it should. These views are highly 
partisan, with Gore supporters favoring the re¬ 
count by 89% to 8 %, those preferring neither 
candidate also favoring the recount by a smaller 
margin of 56% to 33%, and Bush supporters op¬ 
posing the recount by 90% to 7%. The poll also 
shows that most respondents (75%) believe the 
Supreme Court will rule in favor of George W. 
Bush, while just 14% expect die ruling to favor 
Al Gore, and another 11% have no opinion on the 


matter. Furthermore, 81% expect Bush to be the 
next president, while just 11% say Gore Given 
these expectations, it is not surprising that just 
over half (53%) believe that “as of today" Gore 
should concede, and, should the Court rule in 
favor of Bush as the public expects, the number 
who would want Gore to concede jumps to 79%. 

Although Americans by a margin of 51% to 
42% believe die Supreme Court justices will be in¬ 
fluenced in their decision by their own personal po¬ 
litical views, the public overall still has a great deal 
of respect for whatever decision die Court might 
make—with 72% saying it will be fair, 17% unfair, 
and just 3% saying it depends on what that decision 
is. Similarly, 73% will accept any Supreme Court 
decision in the matter as "legitimate." 

This widespread respect for the Court is re¬ 
flected in the public’s choice of which political 
entity they would most trust to make the final de¬ 
cision on die selection of the president. Sixty-one 
percent say they would most trust the U.S 
Supreme Court, while only 17% say the U.S 
Congress, 9% the Florida Supreme Court, and 
7% the Florida legislature. 

They are closely divided over whether the 
Florida legislature should vole to select Bush's 
slate of 25 electors, with 48% saying they would 
approve and 42% saying they would disapprove 
of such an action. In a Gallup Poll a week ago, 
respondents said diey would approve of such ac¬ 
tion by die legislature only if die winner is "not 
settled" by the December 12 deadline, while they 
would disapprove if that action overturned a 
Florida court decision in Gore’s favor. The legis¬ 
lature is not expected to act, however, ii the U S. 
Supreme Court makes a final ruling in favor of 
Bush, and Gore then concedes the election 

DECEMBER 12 

DRUGS AND DRUG ABUSE 

Interview Dates; 8/29-9/5/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey Ml31284 

Overall, how would you describe the prob¬ 
lem of drugs in the United States—is it ex¬ 
tremely serious, very serious, moderately 
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serious, not too serious, or not serious at 
all? 


Extremely serious 
Very serious 
Moderately serious 
Not too serious ... 
Not serious at all - 
No opinion. 


.43% 
.40 
.15 
..1 
. .1 


*Less than 1 % 


How would you describe the problem of 
drugs in the area where you live—is it ex¬ 
tremely serious, very serious, moderately se¬ 
rious, not loo serious, or not serious at all 7 


Extremely serious . 


. ...13% 

Verv serious. 


... .21 

Moderately serious . 


... .39 

Not too senous ..... . 


... .19 

Not serious at all .. 


.... .6 

No opinion ... 


2 

Now, how much progress do you feel the na- 

tion has made over the last year or two in 

coping with the problem of illegal drugs — 

has it made much progress, made some 

progress, stood still, lost some ground, or 

lost much ground? 



Made 


Lost 

much. 


some, 

some 

Stood 

much 

progress 

still 

ground* 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5.. .47% 

23% 

29% 

1999 Sep 23-26 .46 

27 

26 

1996 Nov 21-24_31 

22 

46 

1995 Sep 14-17 -38 

30 

30 

1976 Jun.27 

29 

40 

1974 Apr. 40 

21 

35 

1972 May. 35 

20 

41 

*“No opinion” is omitted.. 



Has drug abuse ever been 

a cause of trouble 

in your family? 




Yes 

No 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. 

. .22% 

78% 

1999 Sop 23-26 . 

..17 

83 

1995 Sep 14-17. 

. .19 

81 
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Do you think the use of marijuana should be 
made legal, or not? 



Te.v, legal 

No 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 

.. .31% 

64% 

1995 Aug 28-30 .. 

, t ,25 

73 

1985 .. 

.. .23 

73 

1980 . 

.. .25 

70 

1979 .. 

.. .25 

70 

1977 . 

. . .28 

66 

1973 . 

...16 

78 

1972 .. 

...15 

81 

1969 . 

.. .12 

84 


No 

opinion 

5% 

2 

4 

5 

5 

6 
6 
4 
4 


Do you think the possession of smalt 
amounts of marijuana should or should not 
be treated as a criminal offense? 


Should 

2000 Aug 29-Sep 5 .. .51% 

1985 May 17-20.50 

1980 Jun 27-30 .43 

1977 Apr 1-4.41 


Should 

not 

47% 

46 

52 

53 


No 

opinion 

2 % 

4 

5 

6 


Analysis: A Gallup Poll conducted August 29- 
September 5 shows that a solid majority (64%) 
believes that the use of marijuana should remain 
illegal, while 31% feel it should be legalized. In 
contrast, the public is almost equally split on 
whether possession of marijuana should be 
treated as a criminal offense, with 51% m favor 
and 47% against. Currently, 47% of those ages 
18-29 think the drug should be legalized, com¬ 
pared to 35% of 30-49 year olds and 28% ol 
50—64 year olds. Only 12% of those over age 65 
think marijuana should be legalized. 

How well has the United States dealt with the 
drug problem? The Gallup Poll finds that 47% ol 
the public says that the United States has made 
progress in coping with the problem of illegal 
drugs, but another 23% believes the country has 
stood still in the effort against illegal drugs, and 
29% says it has lost ground. The 47% saying th L ‘ 
United States has gained ground is higher than at 
any point since Gallup started asking the question 
in 1972. This measure has varied by as much as 20 


percentage points, with the low coming in June 

1976, when only 27% said the country had made 

progress in coping with the problem of illegal 
drugs. ° 

As is often the case when Americans are asked 
about social problems, the poll shows that they be¬ 
lieve drugs are a major problem for the country in 
general, but not for their area specifically. When 
asked if drugs are a serious problem in the United 
States, 83% say it is a “very” or ’‘extremely” serious 
problem, 15% say “moderately” serious, and only 
2% reply “not loo serious” or “not serious at all ” 
But, when Gallup asked the public about drug prob¬ 
lems in the area where they live, just 34% say it is a 
very or extremely serious problem, 39% say the 
problem is moderate, and 25% find drug use not too 
serious a problem or not at all serious. Even more 
specifically, Gallup asked the public if drug use had 
ever been a cause of trouble in their families. This 
year. 22% say it has been, while 78% say it has not. 
These Findings are similar to results found in 1995 
and 1999. 

DECEMBER 12 

ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER BARAK 


Interview Dates: 10/25-28/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 131833 


We’d like to get your overall opinion of 
some people in the news. As / read each 
name, please say if you have a favorable or 
unfavorable opinion of this person, or if you 
have never heard oj him: 


Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak? 


1999 Jul 22-25 


2000 Jul6-9 


Favor¬ 

Unfavor¬ 

No 

Never 

able 

able 

opinion 

heard of 

.30% 

28% 

16% 

26% 

.28 

14 

29 

29 

.26 

12 

29 

33 

cider 1 

'asser Arafat? 


Favor¬ 

Unfavor¬ 

No 

Never 

able 

able 

opinion 

heard of 

. 12 % 

64% 

6% 

18% 

.27 

45 

8 

20 


1999 May 7-9 ... .26 
1998 Dec 28-29 .. ,35 
1998 Dec 4-6 ... .24 
1994 Jan 6-8.23 


44 

6 

24 

45 

5 

15 

47 

9 

20 

52 

8 

17 


Analysis: Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak an¬ 
nounced his resignation on Sunday, prompting a 
special election Former Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has been mentioned as Barak's oppo¬ 
nent in that election, although technically 
Netanyahu cannot run for prime minister unless 
the Knesset, the Israeli parliament, passes new 
legislation to allow it. 

Gallup Polls from earlier this year suggest 
that Barak has lost popularity with the American 
public as he has become betier known. The most 
recent evaluation of Barak among Americans, in 
October, found 30% of the public with a favor¬ 
able opinion, but 28% with an unfavorable one. 
That compares to a 26% favorable. 12% unfavor¬ 
able ratio in July 1999, when he was first in¬ 
cluded in Gallup Polls. When Gallup last asked 
Americans about Netanyahu, in May 1999. 34% 
had a favorable opinion of Inin, 20% said unfa¬ 
vorable, and 46% hud no opinion or had never 
heard of him. 

One other key figure in the Middle East, 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, remains unpop¬ 
ular in the eyes of the American public, In the 
October survey, 64% have an unfavorable opin¬ 
ion of Arafat, and just 12% have a favorable 
opinion of him. In July of this year, 45% of 
Americans had an unfavorable opinion ol Aralat. 


DECEMBER 14 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
DISPUTE: ACCEPTANCE OF 
BUSH AS “LEGITIMATE” 

Interview Date: 12/13/00 
CNN/t/M Toilay/GMup Poll 
Survey UCO 132156 

As van may know, the U.S . Supreme Court 
reached a decision last night which effec¬ 
tively ended the vote recount in Ilorida, 
meaning that George W. Bush will he the 
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next president. Do you agree or disagree 
with the U.S. Supreme Court's decision? 



National 

Gore 

Bush 


adults 

voters 

voters 

Agree .... 

.52% 

13% 

93% 

Disagree .. 

.42 

81 

4 

No opinion 

6 

■ 4 ■ h 1 **■«-* V 

6 

3 


Do you think the U.S. Supreme Court iww 


fair or unfair 

in deciding this case ? 



National 

Gore 

Bush 


adults 

voters 

voters 

Fhit* * ~ * * * * w * # * ■ 

... .54% 

17% 

94% 

Unfair. 

... ,38 

74 

4 

It depends (vol.); 
no opinion ... 

.8 

9 

2 


Disappointed..34 66 ] 

Angry *11 22 ^ 

No opinion .7 3 3 

*Less tli an 1 % 

If George W. Bush is declared the winner 
and is inaugurated next January, would you 
accept him as the legitimate president, or 
not? 



National 

Gore 

Bush 


adults 

voters 

voters 

Yes. 

.80% 

61% 

99% 

No. 

.18 

36 

1 

No opinion 

7 

■ ■ ' m « * , 

3 

* 


Do you think the justices of the U.S. Supreme 
Court who voted to end the recount in 
Florida did so mostly based on the legal mer¬ 
its of the case, or mostly based on their own 
desire to have Bush as the next president? 


National 

Gore 

Bush 

adults 

voters 

voters 

Legal merits of case .. .54% 

22 % 

87% 

Bush as next 

president. 35 

65 

6 

Both; neither (vol.); 

no opinion .il 

13 

7 

Does this decision make you lose 

confidence 

in the U.S. Supreme Court, or does it not 

have an effect on your view 

of the 

Court? 

National 

Gore 

Bush 

adults 

voters 

voters 

Lose confidence.30% 

54% 

5% 

No effect. 66 

39 

93 

No opinion. 4 

7 

2 


Which of the following best describes your 
feelings about the fact that George W. Bush 
wilt be the next president-thrilled, pleased, 
disappointed, or angry? 


National Core 

adults voters 

Thri Ned.15% 0% 

Pleased .33 q 


Bush 

voters 

33% 

63 


*Less than 1 % 

In his speech tonight, Al Gore is likely to ac¬ 
cept the ruling of the U.S. Supreme Court 
and acknowledge that George W. Bush will 
be the next president, even though Gore be¬ 
lieves he got more votes in Florida. Do you 
think Gore should concede that he lost, or 
should he withdraw from the race without 
conceding? 


National Core Bush 

adults voters voters 

Concede he lost.59% 37% 82% 

Withdraw without 

conceding.32 50 14 

No opinion .9 13 4 


Finally, if the election for president were 
being held today, who would you vote for — 
Al Gore, or George W. Bush? 


Gore...47% 

Bush.... .44 

Other (vol,); no opinion .9 


Analysis: Although a significant minority of 
Americans disagree with the U.S. Supreme Court 
in its Tuesday decision that effectively stopped 
the vote recount in Florida and gave the presi¬ 
dency to George W. Bush, the majority will ac- 
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cept Bush as the "legnimate" presjdem 
IS inaugurated in January. Accorrlim,, 1" 

Poll conducted Wednesday evening befn7 
national addresses by Al Gore and B^sh thfnub = 
lie tends 10 give the benefit of the doubt toihe 
Supreme Court, with small majorities savin* the 
eciston was fa,r and that the justices in ihcTma- 
jonly based their decisions mostly on the me™ 
of the case rather than on their own personal de- 
stras to see Bash as president. Bu, the po.l at 
shows that there are major divisions amon« 
groups—especially between Gore and Bush sup* 
porters, but also between the young and the old 

between women and men, and between different 
regions of the country. 

Respondents show slight majority support for 
the Court in its current decision, but much wider 
support for the Court in general and for the ulti¬ 
mate legitimacy of the election process Overall 
52% agree with the Court’s decision to stop the 
vote recount in Florida, while 42% disagree By a 
slightly larger margin, they also say the decision 
was fair (54%) rather than unfair (38%). and that 
the five justices in the majority were influenced 
mostly by the legal merits of the case (54%) rather 
than by their personal feelings about Bush (35%). 

When it comes to more genera] statements 
about the Court, respondents strongly reject the 
notion by 66% to 30% that the current decision 
will cause them to lose confidence in the Court. 
(However, among those who disagree with the 
decision, 62% have lost confidence.) And they 
show very strong support for the electoral system, 
when they indicate by 80% to 18% that they will 
accept Bush as the "legitimate” president, despite 
all of die challenges to the system and despite the 
Jact that it they had to vote today, those inter¬ 
viewed on Wednesday night would give the nod 
to Gore by a 47% to 44% margin. 

The largest division in opinion on the Sup¬ 
reme Court’s decision is found between Bush 
supporters and Gore supporters, with the former 
agreeing with the decision by a 93% to 4% mar¬ 
gin, and the latter disagreeing by a still huge, but 
slightly lower, 81% to 13% margin. This funda¬ 
mental partisan disagreement is not surprising; 
Gore himself said in his concession speech on 
Wednesday night that he strongly disagreed with 


and Bush ^ ° rb °'» Gore 

Ihdr fceL“ PP °" erS f ParenUy arc not ***** 
howevc T/ b ° U V he ° U,COmC ° f * 

f * Rcspondems were asked to choose 
mong four adjectives to describe their feelines 
atom the fac. .hat Bush won. A majomy o ^ 

Cora supporters and Bush supporters used the 

Ml,lsa Ptointed” and "pleased” 

••Uinlled " T m ° re eXtrCme “ an « ry ” a " d 
thnlled Twenty-two percent of Gore support¬ 
ers say they are “angry” and 66% say thev are 
disappointed,” while Just 33% of Bush support- 
ers are thrilled” and 63% are “pleased.” 

There are also differences in reaction to the 
decision by age, gender, and region, for the most 
part reflecting the differences in support for the two 
candidates found during the campaign. Those 
under 50 agree with the Court’s decision by a 20- 
pomt margin (56% to 36%). while older people 
take die opposite view by a 7-point margin (51% m 
44%). Men and women disagree about the Court’s 
decision, as they disagree about the presidential 
candidates, with men favoring the decision by 21 
points and women evenly divided Finally^ the 
largest regional differences arc tound between the 
South and Hast, with southerners supporting the de¬ 
cision by 60% to 38%. and easterners opposing it 
by 49% to 45%. Despite these differences on the 
Court's decision, majorities of all groups say they 
will accept Bush as the legitimate president. Even 
Gore supporters express this opinion, by 61% to 
36%. 


DECEMBER 15 
CHRrSTMAS 

Interview Dates: 12/2-4/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 132084 

Do you celebrate Christmas' 1 


No ..... 4 

Would you happen to know why Christmas 
is celebrated? 
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Would you enjoy Christmas more, or enjoy it 
less, if people did not exchange gifts as pari 
of the holiday? 


■ lit 


■% « » * * 


Enjoy it more 

Enjoy it less... 

No effect (vol.) .^ 

No opinion.. 

In your opinion, is Christmas too commer¬ 
cialized, or not? 

Yes, too commercialized.85% 

No .. ... ■*' * *.^ 


Is there too much, not enough, or the right 
amount of emphasis on gifts and presents at 
Christmas these days? 

Too much .....*.84% 

Not enough .-7 

Right amount..9 

Is there too much, not enough, or the right 
amount of emphasis on the religious basis of 
Christmas these days? 

Too much.... 8% 

Not enough . ..,. .75 

Right amount...17 

Do you enjoy Christmas shopping, or not ? 

Yes. 42% 

No ...58 

Analysis: A new Gallup Poll finds the public 
growing disillusioned with the way Americans 
celebrate Christmas. Ninety-six percent celebrate 
the holiday, but the percentage of those who say 
they would enjoy it more if people did not ex¬ 
change gifts is growing. In 1994, 28% said they 
would enjoy a gift-less holiday more, and that 
percentage has grown to 42% in the current 
Gallup survey. 
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Nearly six out of ten (58%) do not enjoy 
Christmas shopping. However, when it comes to 
a “gift-less” Christmas, Gallup finds a clear gen¬ 
der gap: 66% of men do not enjoy shopping for 
Christmas gifts, compared to 48% of women. On 
the other hand, 47% of men would enjoy the holi¬ 
day less if people did not exchange gifts, com¬ 
pared to just 36% of women. 

Having children in the household makes gift 
giving more fun for many parents. Nearly half of 
parents with children under 18 (46%) would enjoy 
the holiday less if gifts were not exchanged, com¬ 
pared to 39% of adults with no young children. 
However, 84% of adults surveyed say too much 
emphasis is placed on presents, while 9% say the 
emphasis is about right and 7% say not enough. In¬ 
terestingly, there is a large difference on the last of 
these responses by income levels—18% of adults 
who earn less than $20,000 annually say “not 
enough” emphasis is placed on gift giving, com¬ 
pared to just 2% of those who earn $50,000 or 
more annually. 

Gallup found that 90% of respondents know 
the reason for celebrating Christmas—the Chris¬ 
tians’ commemoration of the birth ot Jesus 
Christ. However, three out of four (75%) say 
there is not enough emphasis on the religious 
basis for the holiday these days. Not surprisingly, 
those who attend church on a weekly basis (86%) 
are even more likely to say there is not enough 
emphasis on the religious basis tor Christmas 
than those who attend church less often (67%). 

The number who think Christmas is too 
commercialized also appears to be growing. 
Eighty-five percent said “yes” to this question in 
the current poll, compared to 79% when Gallup 
asked the same question in December 1990. This 
sentiment increases with age—71% ot those aged 
18-29 said “yes” in the current poll, compared to 
85% of those 30-49, 89% of those 50-64, and 
92% of those 65 and over. 


DECEMBER 18 

BUSH DECLARED THE WINNER 


Interview Dates: 12/15-17/00 
CNN/IASA Today IGaWup Poll 
Survey #GO 132179 



Now that George W, Bush has been declared 
the winner and wifi be inaugurated next 
January*, wilt you accept him as the legiti- 


mate president, or not? 



National 

Gore 

Bush 

adults 

voters 

voters 

Yes . ..83% 

68% 

99% 

N o « * < •»< i >,, i»i., ,16 

30 

1 

No opinion ..1 

2 

* 

♦Less than 1 % 



Do you consider yourself to be a 

supporter 

of George IP. Bush, or not ? 


National 

Gore 

Bush 

adults 

voters 

voters 

Yes ... 49% 

14% 

93% 

No. .. .49 

84 

6 

No opinion . 2 

2 

i 

Which comes closest to your view of the way 

George W. Bush won the election—he won 

fair and square, he iron 

but only 

on a tech * 

ideality, or he stole the election? 


National 

Gore 

Bush 

adults 

voters 

voters 

Won fair and square . .48% 

13% 

91% 

Won on a 



technicality ..... .32 

52 

8 

Stole the election ... .18 

33 

i 

No opinion . 2 

2 

* 

♦Less than 1 % 



Have George IK Bush’s 

statements and ac- 

lions over the lost week made you more con - 

fident> or less confident , j/j his 

ability to 

serve as president? 



National 

Gore 

Bush 

adults 

voters 

voters 

More confident.54% 

29% 

85% 

Less confident .28 

49 

3 

No difference (vol.).. .14 

17 

9 

No opinion . . 4 

5 

ft 


Turning mm to the US. Supreme Court, 
which corues closest to your view of I tc 


Court s decision last Tuesday night to stop the 
manual recounts in Florida—you accept the 
Court’s decision and agree with it, you accept 
the Court 5 decision but do not agree with it, 
or you do not accept the Court's decision? 


National 

Gore 

Rush 

adults 

voters 

voters 

Accept and agree ... .49% 

13% 

91% 

Accept but do 



not agree.32 

56 

5 

Do not accept .......17 

30 

3 

No opinion ...2 

1 

1 

Just your best guess, if the Supreme 

Court of 

the United States had allowed the 

vote re- 

count to continue in Florida, 

who do you think 

w 

would have ended up with the most 

votes in 

Florida—Al Gore, or George IV Bush? 

National 

Gold 

Bush 

adults 

voters 

voters 

Gore .46% 

74% 

15% 

Bush ..45 

19 

77 

No opinion ....9 

7 

8 

Does each of the following 

describe or not 

describe your reaction to the fact that 

George IK Bush has been declared the win- 

ner of the presidency: 



Thrilled? 



National 

Gore 

Bush 

adults 

VOItTS 

voters 

Yes. describes.24% 

3% 

52% 

Does not describe ... .75 

97 

47 

No opinion ..... -1 


1 


*Less than 1% 


Pleased? 


Yes, describes . . .. 
Does not describe . 
No opinion . 

♦Less than 1% 


National 
adult$ 

, .49% 

. .51 




Gore 

voters 

11 % 

89 

0 


Bush 

voters 

94V; 

6 
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Relieved? 


National 
adults 
.. ,62% 
..,37 
. ...1 


Yes, describes . - 
Does not describe 
No opinion . 

Bitter? 


National 

adults 

Yes, describes. 

Does not describe ... .84 
No opinion - ■ - *. 

*Less than \% 

Cheated? 


Gore 

voters 

37% 

62 

1 


Bush 

voters 

92 % 
7 
1 


Gore 

voters 

29% 

70 

1 


Bush 

voters 

2% 

98 

* 



National 

Gore 

Bash 


adults 

voters 

voters 

Yes, describes .... 

., .32% 

60% 

3% 

Does not describe . 

...67 

38 

97 

No opinion ...... 

1 

i * ■ < - 

2 


Angry? 


National 

Gore 

Bush 


adults 

voters 

voters 

Yes, describes . .. 

....18% 

12% 

3% 

Does not describe 

- , . *82 

67 

97 

No opinion. 

* 

I 

3e 


In his speech on Wednesday night, George W. 
Bush said that he and the Detnocrats in 
Congress must put politics behind them and 
work together in the future. Do you think this 
will, or will not, happen ? 


No opinion 


*Less than 1% 

Do you think the country is, or is not , more 
deeply divided this year on the major issues 
facing the country than it has been in the 
past several years? 

National Gore Bush 

adults voters voters 

Yes, more deeply 

divided.64% 71% 57% 

No..33 26 41 

Country is not 
divided (vol.); 

no opinion .........3 3 2 


National 

Gore 

Bush 

adults 

voters 

voters 

... .39% 

24% 

59% 

... .56 

72 

36 

5 

t t ► * tw' 

4 

5 

Gallup Poll shows that 

Amer- 


icans remain just as umucu pujun-ttii; 
they were on Election Day nearly six weeks ago. 
About half of those who went to the polls across 
the country voted for George W. Bush on 
November 7, and today only about the same 
number are willing to say that they consider 
themselves “supporters" of the president-elect. 

This political split is also reflected in the 
public’s reaction to last Tuesday’s decision by 
the U.S. Supreme Court that essentially ended the 
possibility of a recount in Florida and thus gave 
the presidency to Bush. Only about half of all re¬ 
spondents agree with the Supreme Court’s deci¬ 
sion, and that Bush won the election “fair and 
square.” They are also evenly divided over who 
would have won the state of Florida if the recount 
had been allowed to continue, with 46% saying 

A1 Gore and 45% saying Bush. 

Yet, at the same time, the survey does not 

indicate that there will be an unwillingness to rec¬ 
ognize Bush as the legitimate president when he 
is inaugurated in January, or that there is a sense 
of outrage or bitterness on the part of those w o 
supported Gore. In fact, as has generally been the 
case in six different surveys in the days sme 
November 7, more than eight out of ten 83 ) 
now say they will accept Bush as the legitimate 
president of the United States. Gore s supporter 
cede to Bush that legitimacy by more than a - 

1 margin, 68% to 30%. 

And despite the fact that half of the coun > 

feels that the Supreme Court decision svas wrong 

and that Gore might have won had the recoup 

been allowed to continue, relative y 

have strongly negative emotions or think that 

something illegal transpired in Florida. 
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• Only 18% of the public say that Bush 
“stole the election” 


* About two-thirds say that while there may 


have been errors in the Florida election, 
there was no fraud involved 
• When respondents are asked to indicate if 
each of a series of adjectives describes 
their personal feelings about the fact that 
Bush has been declared the winner of the 
presidency, just 16% are “bitter," and 
only 18% are “angry"; about a third, 
mostly Gore supporters, feel “cheated" 
Indeed, the one adjective with which respondents 
have the most agreement is “relieved" (62%), ap¬ 
parent testimony to the fact that, perhaps more 
than anything else, they are glad to have the case 
decided and a president-elect determined. 

Whatever the feelings about the way in 
which Bush arrived at the White House, there is 


significant skepticism that the bipartisan coopera¬ 
tion in Washington that he has been promising 
will become a reality. Just 39% think that Bush 
and the Democrats in Congress wilt pul politics 
behind them and work together in the future,” 
while 56% say they will not. Gore supporters are 
particularly skeptical that Busli and the Demo¬ 
cratic leaders will be able to work together. 

Still. 54% say that Bush's statements and ae¬ 


ons over the last week have made them more 
onfident in his ability to serve as president, al- 
tost twice as many as those who say that Bush s 
tatements and actions have made them less con- 
ident. One of his more prominent has been the 
ppointment of former Chairman oi the Joint 
’hiefs of Staff Colin Powell as secretary of slate, 
iighly-three percent gave Powell a favorable rat- 
no in the weekend poll, one of the highest in 
jallup Poll history. Powell's favorable rating is 
inly a little higher among Republicans (90,r) 
han among Democrats (SOW, signalmg a b.par- 
isan appeal rarely found among most pol > :a ._ 
Finally, it should be noted that in a number 

.vays Bush has btg shoes to 

nc Bill Clinton as president- Alinou^ 

reives consistently low marks from *e public ■ 

terms of morality and ethics, e is recc 


66%, the highest he has received in well over a 
year and significantly above the average received 
by U.S. presidents since World War II, 


DECEMBER 18 
COLIN POWELL 


Interview Dales: 12/15-18/00 
CNN/USA TodavIGaWap Poll 
Survey tJGO 132179 


Please say if you have a favorable or unfa¬ 
vorable opinion of Cohn Pow ell, or if you 
have never heard of him? 



Favor - 

Unfavor- 

No 

opinion, 

never 


able 

able 

heard of 

2000 Dec 15-17 .. 

.83% 

6 % 

n% 

2000 Aug 4-5 .... 

..,19 

S 

13 

2000 Apr 28-30 . . 

...78 

8 

14 

1997 Apr 18-20 .. 

...11 

7 

16 

1996 Aug 14-16* . 

...14 

13 

13 

1995 Nov 6-8 .... 

.. .67 

13 

20 

1995 Sep 22-24 .. 

.. .64 

13 

23 

1995 Jul 20-23 ... 

...73 

6 

21 

19 

1995 Apr 17-19 .. 

. ..72 

9 

1994 Mar 28-30 . 

. , .66 

11 

23 

21 

1994 Jan 15-17 ... 

...72 

7 

1993 Sep 10-12 .. 

.. .70 

8 

77 

1993 Jan 29-31 ... 

...71 

9 



^Registered voters 


nalysis: President-elect George W. Bush an- 
)U nced that Colin Powell, die former Chairman of 
e joint Chiefs of Staff, will sene as secretary of 
ate for the Bush administration. According to a 
all up Poll conducted December 15-17. public 
oinion of the general is very positive. 83% have a 
ivorablc opinion of him. and just 6% an unfavor- 
ale opinion. Powell’s appeal crosses all political 
ersuasions—90% of Republicans, 80% ot mde- 
endents and 80% of Democrats say they has e a 
ivorablc opinion of die secretary of state-des.gnaie^ 
Powell is also better known and better liked 
nn ins predecessors. His tavorabie ratings avt. 
Z, in the mid- to high 70s since 1996. while the 
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Albright, reached just 69% in July 2000. 
Albright’s favorable rating was only 36% when 
she was first named secretary of state in January 
1997. At that time, 59% of the public had never 
heard of her or had no opinion of her. 

President Clinton's first secretary of state, 
Warren Christopher, received just a 41% favor¬ 
able rating from the public in 1994, Only Henry 
Kissinger rivals the positive sentiment expressed 
toward Powell. As President Nixon's secretary of 
state, Kissinger received a favorable rating from 
80% of the public in a 1973 Gallup Poll. 

DECEMBER 19 
PRESIDENT CLINTON 

Interview Dates: 12/15-18/00 
CNN/USA rot/ay/Gallup Poll 
Survey #GO 132179 

Analysis: With roughly one month left in his 
presidency. President Bill Clinton maintains a 
high job approval rating, the highest of any recent 
president in December of his last year in office. 
In a Gallup Poll conducted December 15-17, 
66% approve of the way Clinton is handling his 
job as president. Clinton’s rating has remained 
relatively constant over the past year, with an av¬ 
erage of 59% approving of the way he has han¬ 
dled the job. 

Coming in a close second behmd Clinton for 
the distinction of leaving office on a high note is 
Ronald Reagan, with a 63% approval rating in 
December 1988. Dwight D. Eisenhower ranks 
third with 59% at the end of his term in 1960, fol¬ 
lowed by Gerald Ford with 53% in 1976. On the 
other end of the scale, Harry S. Truman ranks the 
lowest with a 32% approval rating in December 
1952, and Jimmy Carter ranks only a little higher 
with a 34% approval rating in 1980. George Bush 
in 1992 and Lyndon B. Johnson in 1968 had 
more moderate exit scores, with job approvals of 
49% and 44%, respectively. 

Presidential Approval Ratings 

(In December of Last Year in Office) 

Dis- No 

Approve approve opinion 
Bill Clinton (2000) 66% 32% 


George Bush (1992) 

49 

41 

10 

Ronald Reagan (1988) 63 

29 

8 

Jimmy Carter (1980) 

34 

55 

11 

Gerald Ford (1976) 
Lyndon B, Johnson 

53 

32 

15 

(1968) 

Dwight D. 

44 

43 

13 

Eisenhower (1960) 
Harry S. 

59 

28 

13 

Truman (1952) 

32 

56 

12 


Historically, incumbent presidents tend to re¬ 
ceive a boost in their job approval ratings in the 
month following an election. This is evident with 
Clinton this year, as it was with Presidents Bush, 
Reagan, and Ford. In the months leading up to the 
election this year. President Clinton’s approval 
ratings were slightly lower than they are today, 
ranging from 57% to 60%. Compared to his 
December 1992 rating of 49%, President Bush’s 
approval ratings were considerably lower in the 
months prior to the election, varying from 33% to 
40%. President Reagan experienced the same 
boost in 1988 when his approval ratings increased 
from 51% one month before the election to 63% 
the month after. Finally, President Ford received a 
similar boost in job approval, rising from 45% in 
June 1976 to 53% in December 1976. There are a 
few cases, however, where presidential approval 
ratings do not increase after an election. For 
Presidents Carter, Johnson, Eisenhower, and 
Truman, approval remained about the same after 
the election as it had been before. 

DECEMBER 19 
GORE IN DEFEAT 

Interview Dates: 12/15-17/00 
CNN/USA TodayfGaihip Poll 
Survey #GO 132179 

Please say if you have a favorable or unfa¬ 
vorable opinion of Al Gore, or if you have 
never heard of him? 

No 

opinion; 

Favor- Unfavor- never 
able able heard of 

Registered Voters 

2000 Nov 13-15.54% 44% 2% 
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2000 Nov 4-5 .. 
2000 Oct 24-26 
2000 Oct 23-25 
2000 Oct 20-22 
2000 Oct 5-7 
2000 Sep 28-30 
2000 Sep 15-17 
National Adults 
2000 Dec 15—17 
2000 Dec 2-4 
2000 Nov 13-15 


.56 

39 

--53 

42 

.55 

40 

.... .57 

39 

.57 

37 

.61 

31 

.62 

30 

.57 

40 

.46 

52 

.53 

44 


5 

5 

5 

4 

6 
8 

5 

3 

2 

3 


Which comes closer to your view of Al 
Gore—he is a man of principle who fought 
for what he believed in, or he is a sore loser 
who should have conceded earlier? 



National 

Gore 

Bush 


adults 

voicrs 

voters 

Man of principle .. 

.. .67% 

94% 

34% 

Sore loser . 

.. .30 

5 

62 

No opinion . 

. .. .3 

1 

4 


Asked of Democrats or Democrat leaners: 
Which comes closest to your view—/ defi¬ 
nitely plan to support Al Gore for the Demo¬ 
cratic Party's presidential nomination in 
2004, J definitely do not plan to support Al 
Gore for the Democratic Parry’s presiden¬ 
tial nomination in 2004, or I would consider 
voting for him but it is too soon to tell? 


Definitely plan to support . . ..30% 

Definitely do not plan to support.5 

Too soon to tell .64 

No opinion. 1 


Asked of registered voters: Now, suppose 
that the presidential election of 2004 were 
being held today, and tt included Al Gore as 
the Democratic candidate and George IP. 
Bush as the Republican candidate. Would 
you vote for Al Gore, the Democrat, or 
George W. Bush, the Republican 9 


Gore. 

Bush. 

Other (vol.) 
No opinion 


,50% 

41 

.1 

.8 


Analysis; As Al Gore and George W. Bush meet 
0 ay in a symbolic gesture of respect for the 
country’s institutions that settled the election dis¬ 
pute, a new Gallup Pol! shows that the public’s 
view of the vice president has rebounded signifi¬ 
cantly. His personal rating is at 57% favorable 
and 40% unfavorable, up from the net negative 
rating he received two weeks ago, when 46% had 
a favorable opinion and 52% an unfavorable one 
And now that Gore’s challenge of the election 
has ended with what most observers characterize 
as a gractous concession speech, the public is 
more likely to describe the vice president as a 
man of principle who fought for what he believed 
in (67%) rather than as a sore loser who should 
have conceded earlier (30%). 

Most of die increase in Gore’s personal rat¬ 
ing comes from Republicans, with 24% now say¬ 
ing they have a favorable opinion of the vice 
president, compared with just 11% two weeks 
ago a 13-point jump. By comparison. Demo¬ 
crats show an increase of just 4 points in Gore’s 
rating (to 87% favorable) and independents only 
2 points (to 43%). 

Ironically, the way Gore conceded the elec¬ 
tion may have created a small sympathy backlash 
in favor of the vice president. In Gallup’s last pre¬ 
election poll, conducted November 5-6, Gore led 
Bush by a 1 -point margin among registered vot¬ 
ers, 45% to 44%, with the actual election results 
producing a virtual tie. But in the current poll, 
Gore leads Bush in a hypothetical 3004 race for 
the presidency among registered voters by 9 
points, 50% to 41%. While these results cannot 
predict what the electorate will do four years from 
now, they do indicate a positive public reaction 
that could be useful should Gore run for president 
again. Furthermore, 30% of Democrats will defi¬ 
nitely support him for the Democratic Party's 
nomination in 2004, while just 5% will definitely 
not support him. However, almost two-thirds of 
Democrats (64%) offer die more prudent answer 
that it is too early to say which Democratic candi¬ 
date they might support in die next election. 

DECEMBER 20 
BLACK AMERICANS AND 
ELECTION 2000 
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Interview Dates: 12/15-17/00 
CNN/U5A TodayfGMup Poll 
Survey ttGO 132179 

Now that George 'V. Bush has been declared 
,he winner and will he Inaugura te next 
January, Will you accept him as the kg'' 
mate president, or not? 

No 

opinion 
1 % 
1 

2 

1 


Blocks.. 

Whites.59 

* u No opinion" is omitted. 


60 

23 


15 

14 


National adults . 
White Democrats 
Blacks . 


Yes 

.83% 

.73 

.58 


Whites. 86 


No 

16% 

26 

40 

13 


Does each of the following describe or not 
describe your reaction to the fad that 
George W. Bush has been declared the win¬ 
ner of the presidency: 

Thrilled? 


Do you consider yourself to be a supporter 
of George IV. Bush, or not? 

Yes, 

supporter 

.. .49% 

. ..19 
...13 
...55 


National adults , 
White Democrats 

Blacks. 

Whites 


.!***«»* 


Yes. 

describes 

.. .24% 

... .5 
... .6 
...27 


Does 

not 

describe 

75% 

94 

92 

72 


No 

opinion 

1 % 

1 

2 

1 


National adults 
White Democrats 

Blacks .. 

Whites. 


No 

49% 

81 

84 

44 


No 

opinion 

2 % 

1 

3 

1 


Pleased? 


White Democrats 


Which comes closest to your view of the way 


Whites . 



Does 

Yes, 

not 

describes 

describe 

.. .49% 

51% 

...15 

85 

.. .12 

87 

...53 

47 


No 

opinion 

* 

St 

1 

* 


fair and square, he won but only on 

a tech- 

♦Less than 1% 



nicality , or he stole the election? 





Won 

Won 

Stole 

Relieved? 



fair 

on a 

the 



Does 

and 

techni- 

elec- 


Yes, 

not 

square 

cality 

tion* 


describes 

describe 

National adults.48% 

32% 

18% 

National adults ... 

.. .62% 

37% 

White Democrats ... .21 

52 

26 

White Democrats . 

. . .41 

59 

Blacks. .7 

39 

50 

t 4 

Blacks *•***■«**• 

...33 

66 

Whites.54 

31 

14 

Whites. 

.. .66 

33 

♦“No opinion" is omitted. 



♦Less than 1 % 




No 

opinion 

1 % 

jf. 

1 


Have George W. Bush's statements and ac¬ 
tions over the last week made you more con¬ 
fident or less confident in his ability to sen’e 
as president? 

No 


Bitter? 


National adults . 
White Democrats 


More 

confident 

.. .54% 

.. .36 


Less 

confident 

28% 

42 


ence 

(voL)* 

14% 

18 


National adults 
White Democrats 

Blacks. 

Whites .... 


■.i f 




Yes, 

describes 
... 16 % 
...26 
.. .37 
.. .13 


Does 

not 

describe 

84% 

74 

62 

87 


No 

opinion 

* 

♦ 

1 


♦Less than 1 % 
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Cheated? 



Yes, 

Does 

not 

No 


describes 

describe 

opinion 

National adults .. 

... .32% 

67% 

i% 

While Democrats 

... .55 

45 

* 

Blacks... 

* 

* 

CO 

29 

3 

Whiles. 

... ,28 

72 

* 


♦Less than 1 % 


Angry? 




Does 



Per. 

not 

No 


describes 

describe 

opinion 

National adults .. 

... .18% 

82% 


White Democrats 

....31 

69 


Blacks . 

... ,36 

62 

2 

Whites. 

....16 

84 

’’i* 


Now, thinking more generally about elec¬ 
tions in this country, how much confidence 
do you have in the system in which votes are 
cast and counted—a great deal, quite a lot. 
some, or very little? 



Great 


Very 


deed. 


little. 


quite 


none 


a lot 

Some 

(vol.,* 

National adults 

.... .30% 

32% 

37% 

White Democrats 

.,..19 

33 

48 

Blacks . 

.15 

2S 

56 

Whites. 

.... .32 

33 

35 

♦“No opinion" is 

omitted. 




In general, do you think the system in which 
voles are cast and counted in this country 
discriminates against some people, or it is 
fair to all Americans? 


♦Less than 1% 

Do you think the country is, or is not, more 
deeply divided this year on the major issues 
facing the country than it has been in the 

past several years? 


White Democrats 


Whites 


Discrim¬ 

inates 

Fair 

No 

against some 

so all 

opinion 

... .44% 

52% 

4% 

... .62 

36 

2 

... .76 

20 

4 

...39 

57 

4 


Conn * 
try 

is not 
divided 
(void; 
no 

opinion 

National adults.64% 33% 3* 

White Democrats -66 

Blacks. 28 

Whites. 62 


Vt'.v, 

more 

deeply 

divided 


19 

35 


2 

3 

3 


Do you think that George IV. Bush 
wi U„ot, work hard to repress 'he mar 


of black Americans 


No 


National adults . 
White Democrats 

Blacks.* 

Whites. 


Yes Wo, 

wi U will not opinion 

,.61% 33<7 ° 


.. .42 
* • 

..67 


52 

70 

28 


6 % 

6 

8 

s 


/„ general, do you think the system in which 
votes are cast and counted in your commu¬ 
nity discriminates against some people, or u 
is fair to all the people in your community 


against some 

National adults . 

While Democrats ... .16 
. , 34 61 

. 87 

Whites . . ■ 


Discrim¬ 
inates Fair W« 

? lo all opinion 

83% 3% 

82 3 

5 

7 

11 


Do you think black voters were, or were,tot 
less hkely to have their votes counted fair!, 
in Florida than whites? 

Not Wt> 

Less likely less likely opinion 

National adults- 


53% 


13' 


White Democrats .. 


.47 


40 


14 


TWO THOUSAND 


42? 




























Blacks.68 

Whites .., • -.30 

Do you think the system in which votes are 
cast and counted in this country is in need of 
a complete overhaul, major reforms, minor 


reforms, or no reforms? 

Complete 

overhaul; 

major 

reforms 

Minor 

reforms: 

no 

reforms 

No 

opinion 

National adults .. 

... .67% 

31% 

2% 

White Democrats 

... .79 

20 

1 

Blacks . 

... .82 

16 

2 

Whites. 

... .66 

32 

2 


What is your view on voting in this year’s 
presidential election in Florida—do you think 
there tins fraud involved, or do you think 
there were errors but no fraud involved? 


National adults .. 

Fraud 

....31% 

Errors 

but 

no fraud 

64% 

No 

errors 
(vol.); 
no 

opinion 

5% 

White Democrats 

.. . .39 

57 

4 

Blacks. ..,. 

....64 

33 

3 

Whites_... 

... .26 

68 

6 


Which comes closer to your view—there has 
been permanent harm done to the United 
States as a result oj the election process this 
year, or there has been no permanent harm 
done to the United States as a result of the 
election process this year? 



Perma¬ 

No 



nent 

permanent 

JVo 

National adults ., 

harm 

harm 

opinion 

... .39% 

59% 

2% 

White Democrats 

....44 

55 

1 

Blacks .. 

-68 

29 

3 

Whites. 

.... 3 6 

63 

1 


Analysis. In the aftermath of the election, a new 
Gallup Poll indicates that George W. Bush will 
have an especially difficult time gaining the sup¬ 


port of black Americans. While the contested 
election divided the country along party lines, it 
also apparently had a particularly significant im¬ 
pact within the African-American community. 
The poll shows that while white Democrats con¬ 
tinue to view the election and President-elect 
George W. Bush in a much more negative light 
than do Republicans, black Americans—about 
90% of whom say they are Democrats—are even 
more upset about the outcome: 

• Almost seven in ten blacks (68%) feel 
“cheated” after the election, compared to 
55% of white Democrats 

♦ More than one-third (37%) of blacks feel 
“bitter," compared to 26% of white 
Democrats 

* About one-third of both white Democrats 
(31%) and blacks (36%) feel “angry" 
about Bush’s victory 

Throughout the post-election period, there 
has been an extreme partisan divide in public per¬ 
ception of the Gore campaign’s effort to hold 
manual recounts in Florida and, ultimately, about 
the outcome. Although this partisanship is still 
evident—85% of Republicans say that Bush won 
fairly, compared to just 18% of Democrats— 
blacks are much more likely than white 
Democrats to say that Bush “stole the election " 
Fifty percent of blacks say Bush stole the elec¬ 
tion, compared with 26% of white Democrats. 
White Democrats are most likely to say that Bush 
“won on a technicality" or that he “won fair and 
square," These figures contrast sharply with the 
opinions of blacks, of whom just 7% say Bush 
won fair and square and 39% say he won on a 
technicality. 

This feeling of injustice, stronger among 
blacks than whites, may be related to the fact that 
a majority of blacks (64%) feel that fraud was in¬ 
volved in Florida’s voting procedures, while most 
white Democrats (57%) say that there were cer¬ 
tainly errors made, but fraud was not a factor. 
Additionally, blacks across the country think that 
black voters in Florida were less likely to have 
their votes counted fairly in that state than were 
white voters; 68% of blacks agree with that senti¬ 
ment, compared to 47% of white Democrats and 
17% of Republicans. 


24 8 
58 12 
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These negative perceptions of the election 
system on the part of African Americans extend 
beyond this election and Honda. The vast major¬ 
ity of African Americans (76%) say the election 
system in this country is discriminator)' (although 
a much smaller number, 34%, say the system in 
their own community is discriminatory). While 
Democrats are less negative in their perceptions— 
62% believe the election system across the coun¬ 
try discriminates, and 16% say the system in their 
own community is biased. Republicans are much 
less likely to see bias at both levels. 

Fifty-one percent of black Americans have 
“very little” confidence in the election system in 
this country, a sentiment shared by 45% of white 
Democrats but by just 20% of Republicans. Forty- 
four percent of Republicans have “quite a lot” or 
“a great deal” of confidence in the system. 
Despite the varied levels of confidence, on one 
point it appears that blacks and whites, and 
Democrats and Republicans, agree: the election 
system in this country needs some degree of re¬ 
form. Twenty-eight percent overall say the system 
needs a “complete overhaul,” and another 39% 
say it needs major reforms. Black Americans, 
however, are most likely to perceive the need for 
this type of change—42% of blacks say that the 
system is in need of a complete overhaul, and an¬ 
other 40% say it needs major reforms. 


In light of the negative opinion that blacks 
have of the presidential election this year, it is not 
surprising that they are about twice as likely as 
whites to say that the election has inflicted perma¬ 


nent harm” on the country—68% of blacks express 
that view, compared to 44% of white Democrats. 
Taken as a whole. 39% of all Americans agree with 

the “permanent harm” assertion. 

Bush has taken several opportunities this 
year to stress his efforts to make die Republican 
Party more inclusive ot minorities. The post¬ 
election process, however, has apparently muted 
the perception among blocks that he will actually 
work toward this end. Seventy percent of blacks 
now say that Bush will not work hard to represent 
the interests of black Americans. This number 
has jumped significantly since August, mrniedi- 
:hp1v following the Republican convention, when 


represent their interests. Still, when asked if they 
will accept Bush as the “legitimate" president, 
58% of blacks say yes. 


DECEMBER 21 

BUSH AND THE DEMOCRATS 

Interview Dates: 12/15-17/00 
CNN/f/SA Todu v/Gallup Poll 
Survey ^GO 132179 

In his speech on Wednesday night, George W 
Bush satd that he and the Democrats in 
Congress must put politics behind them and 
work together m the future. Do you think this 
will, or will not, happen? 



National 

Gore 

Bush 


adults 

voters 

voters 

Will happen . 

.. .39% 

24% 

59% 

Will not happen .. 

.56 

72 

36 

No opinion . 

.5 

4 

5 


How likely is it that each of the following 
will work with leaders of the other party on 
major problems facing this country'—very 
likely, somewhat likely, not too likely, or not 
at all likely: 

The Republican leaders in Congress? 

Very likely .....19% 

Somewhat likely .61 

Not too likely. 

Not at aillikely .... 10 

. . •> 

No opinion..... .. 


The Democratic leaders in Congress? 

Very likely.-. 

Somewhat likely . 

Not too likely. 

Not at all likely .. 

No opinion ...* * . 


George H 7 Bush ' 

Very likely .. 

Somewhat likely . 

Not loo likely. 


TWO THOUS' 
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Not at all likely 
No opinion , 


.7 


In your opinion , what should he the top pri¬ 
ority for the Bush administration in its first 

100 days? 


*,«**■* + 


.,.13% 


National Unity 
Uniting the country 
Working with Democrats; bipartisanship ... .4 

Minority issues; showing he is for all 

the people .. 

O ther Leadership G oals 

Getting the government running.4 

Establishing himself as president .3 

Choosing a cabinet.*." 

Restoring confidence in the government .... .1 

Fulfilling campaign promises .1 

Economic Issues 

Taxes; tax reduction. ° 


The economy. 0 

The budget; budget deficit.* 1 

Social Issues & Programs 

Education.“ 

Health care.*.. -. . ’ 

Social Secunty .....5 

The poor, homelessness.3 

Medicare ...3 

Crime.I 

Abortion. .1 

Senior citizen issues. *1 

Environment .... 


• j- fc 4 * » * fl 


* » * 4 




.3 

.2 


* I* V ¥ 


. .4 
. .1 


Foreign Policy & Defense 

Foreign policy. , 

Defense; Uie military. 

Reform Issues 

Election process reform .. 

Campaign finance reform .. 

Other.. 4 

Nothing . 2 

No opinion. . 12 

♦Less than 1% 

Summary 1 of Priorities for First 100 Days 

National Re [mb* Inde - Derno- 

adults licans pendents crats 


Social issues & 
programs 


29% 21% 30% 33% 


National unity 

19 

21 

16 

21 

Economic issues 

13 

19 

12 

12 

Other leadership 
goals 

11 

13 

9 

11 

Foreign policy & 
defense 

5 

9 

6 

1 

Reform issues 

5 

2 

6 

6 

Olher 

4 

3 

6 

3 

Nothing; 
no opinion 

14 

12 

15 

13 


Analysis; Texas Congressman Tom DeLay and 
others in the conservative wing of the Republican 
Party have indicated that they want President¬ 
elect George W. Bush to press his slim political 
advantage in order to promote the Republican 
agenda when he gets to Washington. However, a 
Gallup Poll taken just before Bush made his re¬ 
cent tour of the nation’s capital finds that most 
Republicans believe Bush will be conciliatory 
toward Democrats rather than combative. Nearly 
two-thirds of Republicans nationwide (66%) 
think it is very likely that Bush will collaborate 
with Democratic leaders to address the nation’s 
problems. Nearly as many (59%) believe that 
Bush and the Democrats will work together and 
succeed in “putting politics behind them,” 

The nation as a whole, however, is not so 
sure about the prospects for bipartisan governing 
While 44% think it is “somewhat likely” that 
Bush will seek cooperation with Democrats on 
Capitol Hill, only 35% overall think this is “very' 
likely.” This includes 31% of independents but 
just 16% of Democrats (compared to 66% ot 
Republicans). Also, only 39% predict that Bush 
and the Democrats will succeed in burying their 
political differences in order to solve problems. 

What voters expect and what they want ap¬ 
pear to be different, as a significant number put 
political unity at the top of their wish list tor the 
new administration, despite their skepticism that it 
will happen. In answer to the open-ended ques¬ 
tion, “What should be the top priority for the Bush 
administration in its first 100 days? close to one 
in five (19%) say Bush’s goal should be “uniting 
the country,” “working with Democrats, or 
“showing he is for all the people.” And while 
Democrats, because of their minority status in 
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Washington, may have more reason to hope for 
bipartisanship than do Republicans, members of 
the two parties are equally likely to say Bush 
should focus on unity. Twenty-one percent of 
Republicans as well as 21% of Democrats say 
Bush should first focus on uniting the country 

Education ranks second on the list of issues 
Americans want Bush to address when he takes of¬ 
fice, mentioned by 8% of respondents, followed by 
health care with 7%. Bui these issues, combined 
with a variety of other social issues and policy pro¬ 
grams, account for 29% of all mentions. Consistent 
with their more activist view of government, Demo¬ 
crats are particularly likely to say Bush should make 
one or another social issue his priority 

Economic and fiscal matters also rank fairly 
high, with 13% mentioning either the economy, 
taxes, or the budget. But just 6% mention tax cuts 
specifically as what they perceive should be 
Bush’s number one priority, including just 11% 
of members of his own party. Bush has made a 
massive tax cut his number one goal in Washing¬ 
ton, but the issue, at this point, apparently has 

low salience with the public. 

Leadership goals other than national unity 

account for 11% of all mentions This category 
mostly includes such basic governing activities as 
“getting the government running,” “establishing 
himself as president,” and “choosing a cabinet 
although, harking back to Bush s cwnpaig 
pledge, 1% do mention “restoring confidence 

theg ” priorities for the public are foreign 
policy and defense, mentioned by just < *. ‘ 

political reforms, also mentioned by jus 5*. 
Among the various political re orms_ 1S w c in . 
mark Lae of Republican 

campaign finance re o • ^ MU , 0 laIld 

McCain hopes to make h . 
on Bush’s desk next year, only 1 h cite 

as their top priority. 

DECEMBER 22 

holiday vacations 

Interview Dates: 1272-4/00 
^-ii_Poll News Service 


Asked of adults who are employed: Do you 
plan to take any vacation during the holi¬ 
days this year, or not? 

Yes......34% 

No ...65 

No opinion ...1 

Asked of those who answered "yes": How 
many days do you intend to take? 

One day .. 

Two days ....*.^ 

Three to four days ..*. j 

Five to six days ..- - -.*' 

Seven days/one week .30 

Eight to thirteen days. ..' 

Two weeks.*'' “ 

More than two weeks..® 

7 

No opinion.-.* *.. 

Mean; 7.3 days 

Analysis: ’Tis the season for family gatherings, 
but u* recent Gallup Poll suggests that only about 
one-third of employed adults will be taking time 
off during the holidays to be with their families 
and friends, while the other two-thirds ot em¬ 
ployed adults—representing 40% of all Americans 
aced 18 and older—will not lake any vacation dur- 
in« this period. Both December 25 and January' 
are official holidays, bat mosi employers would 
classify any add.lional days off as vacabon. Given 
that the two holidays me on a Monday, however. 
m0 st workers will get three-day weekends, * 
may help to explain why so few people are lak.iig 

VaC ". shows tha, among those who are 
currently employed and expect to take a vaea.io 
during the on^narter ^ ^ 

2$w* k.and another 43% will take from one 

m mke a vacation, while only _» 
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who attend religious services less* 
peer to take some time off during the hohdayt. 
Also, Protestants (36%) are slightly more l kelj 


■ nba Arrmntii'iTl HrtlC than 


DECEMBER 26 
A BOY OR A GIRL? 

Interview Dales: 1 2/2—4/00 
Gallup Poll News Service 
Survey #GO 132084 


Suppose you could only have one child 
would you prefer that it be a boy or a girl ? 


Boy 

Girt 

Either; 

it 

doesn '1 
matter 
(vol.)* 

2000 Dec 2-4..42% 

27% 

25% 

1997 May 6-7-36 

23 

38 

1997 Feb 24-261 ....41 

29 

25 

1996 Feb 23-25? .-..41 

31 

25 

1990 April 19-22t .. .38 

34 

24 

1941 Mar 21-26? ... .38 

24 

23 

*“No opinion” is omitted. 




iQuestion wording varies slightly. 


Which do you, yourself, think is easier to 
raise — a boy or a girl? 

No 

differ¬ 


ence 



Boy 

Girl 

(vo/.J* 

2000 Dec 2-4 .. 

.... .53% 

28% 

14% 

1997 Feb 24-26 

.... .49 

30 

14 

1996 Feb 23-25 

«... .51 

29 

12 

1990 Apr 19-22 

.43 

27 

23 

1947 Sep 12-17 

.... .42 

24 

24 


*“No opinion” is omitted. 

Analysis: Americans today still prefer having 
male rather than female children, just as they did 
over a half century ago. In a new Gallup survey, 
42% say they would prefer a boy if they could 
have only one child, while 27% would prefer a 


girl. One-quarter say it would not matter to them 
either way. 

For over sixty years, more respondents have 
expressed a preference for having boys. In 1941, 
Gallup asked adults, both with and without chil¬ 
dren, if they could have only one child (or one 
more, if they already had children), would they 
prefer a boy or a girl? Thirty-eight percent said 
they would prefer to have a boy, compared to 
24% who would choose a girl and 23% who did 
not have a preference. 

The public’s preference for boys is driven 
largely by the desire among men to have sons. A 
majority of men (55%) say they would prefer to 
have a boy if they could have only one child— 

18% of men would prefer a girl, and 21% have no 
preference. Women, on the other hand, are just as 
likely to prefer girls as they are to prefer boys— 
32% of women would prefer a boy, compared lo 
35% who prefer a girl and 28% who say it does 
not matter to them either way. Although one 
misht expect older people to be more patriar- 
chal” than society as a whole, young adults are ac¬ 
tually more likely than older people to prefer 
boys. Fifty-five percent of those between the ages 
of 18 and 29 say they would prefer a boy. com¬ 
pared to just 31 % of those aged 65 and older. 

For at least fifty years, there has been a per¬ 
ception among Americans that boys arc relative!} 
easy to raise. Every time Gallup has asked 
whether boys or girls are easier to raise, the an¬ 
swer is much more likely to be boys. This per 
centage reached an all-time high in the most 
recent survey, when 53% say boys are easier to 
raise, compared to 28% who say girls and 14 w 
who volunteer that there is no difference. Sixty- 
four percent of men say that boys are easier to 
raise than girls, compared to 43% of women. On 
the other hand, women do not share the percep¬ 
tion of men that raising a child of one’s own gen¬ 
der is easier; only 34% of women say that raising 

a girl is easier than raising a boy. 

The fact that men express such a strong pre - 
erence for sons could be a function of some in¬ 
stinctive, genetic bias or a cultural pattern passe 
down through generations, but these data suggest 
it may simply be utility. This perception that boys 
are easier to raise than girls is strongly re ate 
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people’s gender preference in children: 63% of 
those who say a boy is easier to raise also say 
they would prefer to have a boy The pattern is 
the same for those who say a girl is easier to 
raise; 58% of these people would prefer a girl. 
For die minority of people who do not see a dif¬ 
ference in the ease of raising boys or girls, 64% 
have no preference if they had to choose. 

DECEMBER 29 

MOST ADMIRED PERSON 

Interview Dates: 12/15-17/00 
CNN/f/SA Today/Gall up Poll 
Survey #GO 132179 

What man whom you have heard or read 
about, living today in any part of the world, 
do you admire most 9 And who is your sec¬ 
ond choice? 

The following are listed in order of fre¬ 
quency of mention, with first and second choices 

combined. 

Bill Clinton 
Pope John Paul 11 
Colin Powell 
George W. Bush 
A1 Gore 
Billy Graham 
Ronald Reagan 
Nelson Mandela 
Jimmy Carter 
Bill Gates 

What woman whom you have heard or read 
about, living today in any part ofthejM 
da you admire most ? And who « your sec 

ond choice? 

The following are listed in order of fre¬ 
quency of mention, with firs, and second - 

combined. 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Oprah Winfrey 

Margaret Thatcher 


Maya Angelou 
Sandra Day O'Connor 
Queen Elizabeth 
Tipper Gore 

Analysis: There is very little consensus this year 
when Americans are asked to name the single 
man, living anywhere in the world, whom they ad¬ 
mire the most. In previous years, up to a fifth or 
more of respondents have named the same person, 
most usually the president. This year, the lop two 
vote getters—President Bill Clinton and Pope John 
Paul n—are named by only 6% of the public, 
while 5% or less named a wide variety of other 
men, A third could not come up with the name of 
any individual male whom they most admire. 

Behind Clinton and the pope in the most ad¬ 
mired list are General Colin Powell, President¬ 
elect George W. Bush, and A1 Gore, each named 
by 5% of the public; evangelist Billy Graham, 
named by 4%; and former president Ronald 
Reagan and South African leader Nelson 
Mandela, named by 3% each. Several other men 
were named by 1%: former president Jimmy 
Carter, Microsoft chairman Bill Gates, former 
president George Bush, civil rights leader Jesse 
Jackson, golfer Tiger Woods. Mormon leader 
Gordon Hinckley, the Dalai Lama, and former 
NBA star and current NBA front-office executive 
Michael Jordan. Clinton has been at the top of 
this list of most admired men every year since he 
took office in 1993, with totals that ranged from 

a 0 % in 1993 to 18% in both 1996 and 1998 Last 

year, Clinton was on top with 10% of the vote. 

' Americans are more in agreement about the 
woman whom they most admire. First -ad) an 
Senator-elect Hillary Rodham Chnton »^ 
most frequently named woman, with 
votes. Behind Clinton are talk show host and W- 
zine publisher Oprah Wmfrey and form" Bnlt. 
prime minister Margaret Itaher. named by 4- 

Elizabeth Dole and former First Lady B.nbani^ 
each with 2%. Women who received I ^ 
Maya Angelou, 

O'Connor. Queen Elizabeth. Tippet vwn. 

Jersey Governor Christine Whitman. 
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Hillary Clinton, like her husband, has been 
in the number one spot on the most admired 
woman list every year since 1993. Her high point 
came in late 1998, when 28% of the public 
named her as the woman they most admired 
perhaps owing to admiration tor the way she han¬ 
dled her husband’s impeachment scandal, which 
was unfolding just as that year’s survey was 
being conducted. Most of the other women on the 
lop 10 list have made multiple appearances, but 
Sandra Day O'Connor has not been named in re¬ 
cent years, and this year marks the first time for 
Tipper Gore and Christine Whitman (whose ap¬ 
pointment by Bush as EPA administrator had not 
been announced at the time of this survey). 

The Reverend Billy Graham has appeared on 
the top 10 list more than any other person between 
1948 and 2000. The well-known Christian evan¬ 
gelist and friend of presidents has been on the list 
a remarkable forty-three times. Behind Graham is 
Ronald Reagan who, as a leading conservative 
and California governor, appeared on the list be¬ 
fore being elected president in 1980 and who has 
been named every year since, for a combined total 


of twenty-eight times. Next comes Pope John 
Paul II, who has made twenty-three appearances; 
former general and president Dwight D. Eisen¬ 
hower, twenty-one times; and Harry Truman and 
Richard Nixon, twenty times each. Rounding out 
the top 10: Winston Churchill, Edward Kennedy. 
Jimmy Carter, and Douglas MacArthur. 

The woman who has appeared on the list 
more than any other in the last fifty-two years is 
Queen Elizabeth of England, who has been among 
the top 10 for thirty-eight years. The queen is fol¬ 
lowed by Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, twenty- 
seven times; former British prime minister 
Margaret Thatcher, twenty-two times; and First 
Lady Mamie Eisenhower, twenty-one times. The 
other six women who have been on the list most 
often are a fascinating mix of domestic and inter¬ 
national personalities: former Maine senator 
Margaret Chase Smith and Mother Teresa, both 
with nineteen appearances; Clare Boothe Luce, 
eighteen times; Helen Keller and Mme, Chiang 
Kai-shek, seventeen times each; and two First 
Ladies, Betty Ford and Nancy Reagan, each with 
sixteen appearances. 
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INDEX 


Aaron, Hank 

as greatest athlete of century , 1 
Abortion 

agree with goals of abortion rights movement 

119 

Bush’s choice of vice president who disagrees 
with you on, would not affect your vote, 
226 

consider yourself pro-choice or pro-life, 110 
Gallup analysis of gender and party' gaps in 
support for banning “partial birth” abortion, 
361-63 

Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for overturning Roe vs. Wade, 
361-63 

handled by Bush, 242, 248,258,275 
handled by Gore, 242,248, 258, 275 
heard or read about abortion pill RU-486. 111 
impact on nation’s policies of abortion rights 
movement, 119 

as issue to be addressed by next president, 212 
legal in first three months, 112 
legal in last three months. 112 
legal in most or only a few circumstances, 110 
legal in second three months, 112 
legal under any circumstances, 109-10 
legal when baby may be mentally impaired, 111 
legal when baby may be physically impaired, 
111 

legal when woman’s life is endangered, 111 
legal when woman’s mental health is 
endangered, 111 

legal when woman’s physical health is 
endangered, 111 

legal when pregnancy was caused by rape oi 

incest. III . 

legal when woman cannot afford to raise cm la, 

112 

make abortion pill RU-486 available in U.S., 111 
as presidential election issue, 19.72, 192, 243, 
281 

as presidential election issue (asked of blacks), 
281 


as priority for Bush administration, 428 
requiring protestors to stay specified distance 
away from clinics, 199-200 
vote tor law to make “partial birth’’ procedure 
illegal, 112,200 

vote only for candidate who shares your views 
on, 110-11 
AC/DC 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
Accountants 

honesty rating, 388 
Acid ram 

worry about, 316 
Advertising practitioners 
honesty rating, 389 
Aerosmith 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
Africa 

what happens in, as important to U S , 186 
Aging 

as biggest challenge you face today, 192 
Agriculture 

as worst problem facing your community. 191 
Aikman, Troy 

as greatest athlete alive today. 289 
Airline passengers 

satisfaction with airlines’ on-time 
performance, 292 

satisfacuon with courtesy of check-in agents, 292 
satisfaction with courtesy of flight attendants, 
292 

satisfaction with job airlines are doing, 

292-93 

satisfaction with luggage systems. 292 
satisfaction with schedules, 292 
satisfaction with ticket price. 292 
taken how many trips on commercial airliner 
in past twelve months, 51.292 
Airline safety 

confidence in airline companies that fly across 

country. 38 

confidence in airline companies that fly 
internationally, 38 

confidence in air traffic controllers, 3S 
confidence in companies that manufacture 
airplanes, 38 

confidence in federal agencies. 38 
confidence in flying on airlines today, 52 
confidence in ground maintenance crews. 38 
confidence in pilots, 38 
confidence in regional and commuter 
airlines, 38 

confident about safety standards oi major 
airlines. 38-39. 52 
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Airline safety (continued) 

ever frightened when you fly, 37-36. 
less likely to fly as result of Alaska Airlines 

crash, 52 

Alaska oil exploration ^ • 

Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps 

support for, 361-63 

Albright. Madeleine 

know name (Albright) of U.S. secretary of 
state, 175 

as most admired woman, 431 
opinion of, 211 

Alcohol abuse . 1Q „ 

as worst problem facing your community, 17U, 

192 

Alcoholic beverages 

drinking as cause of trouble in your family, 

401 

drink liquor, wine, or beer, 401 
drink more than you should, 401 
how many drinks in past seven days, 401 

last took a dnnk, 400—401 
made serious effort to stop drinking, 401 

your use ot, 400 
American 

proud to be an, 378 
American Beauty (movie) 

have seen or expect to see, 98 
like to see it win Oscar, 98 
Angelou. Maya 

as most admired woman, 431 
Animal rights movement 
agree with goals of, 120 
impact on nation’s policies of, 119 
AOL (America Online) 

merger as good or bad between Time Warner 

and, 42 
Apathy 

as worst problem facing your community, 

191 

Arafat, Yasser 

opinion of, 210-11,415 
Armstrong, Lance 

as greatest athlete active today, 289 
Asia 

what happens in, as important to U.S., 186 
Athletes 

greatest active today [list], 289 
greatest of century [list], 1 
Atlanta 

considered safe, 298 
ranked not safe, 299 
Attorney General 
know name of, 34 


Auto mechanics 

honesty rating, 389 
Automobiles 

anyone in your household own a sports utility 
vehicle, 80 

car owned by you stolen, 329 
car owned by you vandalized, 330 
less likely to buy large car or sports utility 
vehicle due to gas prices, 107 
noticed rise in interest rates for loans for, 185 
rising interest rates affected your decision to 
buy,80 

See also Gasoline prices; Traffic problems 
Auto racing 

as favorite sport to watch, 136 


Bankers 

honesty rating, 388 
Banks 

confidence in, 209 
Barak, Ehud 

know name (Barak) of prime minister of Israel, 
34 

opinion of, 210,415 
Baseball 
fan of, 108 

as favorite sport to watch, 135 
as favorite Summer Olympic event, 307 

Basketball 
fan of, 108 

as favorite sport to watch, 135 
as favorite Summer Olympic event, 307 

Bathing 

take a bath or shower in winter how often, 5 
Bauer, Gary 

can get things done in Washington, vs. Bush, 
Forbes, Keyes, or McCain, 35 
has best chance of beating Democratic candidate, 
vs. Bush, Forbes, Keyes, or McCain, e>5 
has best plan for cutting taxes, vs. Bush, 
Forbes, Keyes, or McCain, 36 
has vision for the country’s future, vs. Bush, 
Forbes, Keyes, or McCain, 35 
in touch with average American, vs. Bush, 
Forbes, Keyes, or McCain, 36 
likely to support (combined sample), 7-8 
likely to support Bush, Forbes, McCain, Keyes, 

or, 32-33 

as someone you can trust, vs. Bush, Forbes, 
Keyes, or McCain, 36 

vote for Bush, Forbes, McCain, Hatch, Keyes, 
or, 7-8,26,28 
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will keep economy strong, vs. Bush, Forbes, 
Keyes, or McCain, 35 
would improve moral standards, vs. Bush, 
Forbes, Keyes, or McCain, 36 
The Beach Boys 

as greatest Rock and Roil group, 265 
The Beatles 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
The Bee Gees 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
Berlin Wall 

Germany better off since fall of, 4 
Russia better off since fall of, 4 
U.S. better off since fall of, 4 
Bible 

believe it answers basic questions of life, 349 
favorite book [list] in, 349 
happen to be in Bible study group, 349 
how interested are you in deepening your 
understanding of, 349 
how often do you read, 348-49 
main reasons [list] why you rarely read, 349 
use in literature classes in public schools, 200 
Bill Haley and the Comets 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
Bill of Rights 

as document guaranteeing free press, 141 
Blacks, asked of 

abortion as presidential election issue, 281 
accept Bush as legitimate president now that 
he has been declared the winner, 424 
black voters less likely to have their votes ^ 
counted fairly in Florida than whites, 42>--6 
budget surplus as presidential election issue, 281 
Bush’s postelection statements have made you 
more confident in his ability' to serve as 

president, 424 , 01 

Bush won fair and square or stole elec ^n, - 
Bush would (will) represent interests, 2SI-&-. 

425 

consider yourself supporter of Bush. 424 
country more deeply divided on major issues 

this year, 425 , , 

defense as presidential election issue. - 1 
Democratic Party reaching out to blacks, Z.- 
Democratic Party representing interests, -82 
economy as presidential election issue 80 
education as president, al ekcuon -^8' 

feel angry that Bush has been declared vunn 

feel bitter that Bush has been declared wtnner, 

4^4 i 

feel cheated that Bush has been declare 

winner, 425 


feel pleased that Bush has been declared 
winner, 424 

feel relieved that Bush has been declared 
winner, 424 

feel thrilled that Bush has been declared 
winner, 424 

fraud involved in Florida election, 426 
gun control as presidential election issue, 281 
harm done to U,S. as result of election process 
this year, 426 

health care as presidential election issue. 281 
Medicare as presidential election issue, 280 
race relations as presidential election issue, 281 
racial discrimination as serious problem in this 
country, 282 

racial discrimination as senous problem where 
you live, 282 

Republican Party or Democratic Party better 
represents your values, 280 
Republican Party reaching out to blacks, 282 
Republican Party representing interests, 282 
Social Security as presidential election issue. 
281 

system in which votes are cast, confidence in. 
425 

system in which votes are cast in this country' 
discriminates against some people, 425 
system in which votes are cast in this country' 
needs overhaul, 425 

system in which voles ore cast in your commu¬ 
nity discriminates against some people, 425 
taxes as presidential election issue, 280 
Blair, Tony 

know name (Blair) of prime minister ot 
England, 176 
Bonaparte, Napoleon 

identified with what nation, 155 
identified with what nation (asked of 
teenagers), 141 
Boston 

considered safe, 298 
ranked not sate, 299 


ig 

avoritc sport to watch, 36 

favorite sport to watch, 136 

couts of America mo 

,w openly gay adults to serve as leaders, l » 

best*looking, vs. Gore. Bush, or McCain. V 
best public speaker, vs. Gore. Bush, or 

McCain, 57 

it sense of humor, vs. Gore, Bush, or 

McCain, 57 
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Bradley, Bill (continued) 

can get things done in Washington, vs. Go , 

Gallup analysis of his and Gore’s Democratic 

constituencies, 6-7 . 

Gallup analysis of personal character and issues 

in New Hampshire primary, 39-41 
has best (belter) chance of beating Republican 
candidate, vs. Gore, 27,36,49 
has new ideas, vs. Gore, 49 
has vision for the country’s future, vs. Gore, 

27,36 , n 

independent in thoughts and actions, vs. Gore,4y 

in touch with average American, vs. Gore, -7, 
36-37 

likely to support Gore or, 33, 49, 53,68 
likely to vote for Bush or, 9-10,54 
likely to vote for McCain or, 10,54 
most like to have dinner with, vs. Gore, Bush, 
or McCain, 57 

as oldest, vs. Gore, Bush, or McCain, 57 
opinion of, 44 
as reformer, vs. Gore, 49 
as shortest, vs. Gore, Bush, or McCain, 57 
as smartest, vs. Gore, Bush, or McCain, 57 
as someone you can trust, vs. Gore, 27,37 
as strong and decisive leader, vs. Gore, 49 
as tallest, vs. Gore, Bush, or McCain, 57 
too cocky, vs. Gore, 49 

too much of a Washington insider, vs. Gore, 49 
vote for Gore or, 26,29 
will keep economy strong, vs. Gore, 27, 36,49 
worthy of office of president, vs. Gore, 49 
as youngest, vs. Gore, Bush, or McCain, 57 

Bradley, Omar 

as greatest general, 410 
Brazil 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 173 
Brooks, Garth 

as greatest Rock and Roll star, 265 
Browne, Harry 

likely to vote for Gore, Bush, Buchanan, 
Nader, Hagelin, Phillips, or, 161 
opinion of, 182 

used Internet to visit his Web site, 397 
Bryant, Kobe 

as greatest athlete active today, 289 
Buchanan, >at 

likely to vote for, 236 

likely to vole for Gore, Bush, Browne, Nader, 
Hagelin, Phillips, or, 161 
opinion of, 182 

used Internet to visit his Web site, 397 
vote for Gore, Bush, or, 78,115 


vote for Gore. Bush, Nader, or, 139, 181, 

197-98,223 

vote for Gore, Bush/Cheney, Nader/LaDuke, or, 
230-31, 235,249-50 

vote for Gore, Bush/McCain, Nader/LaDuke, or, 
232 

vote for Gore/Lieberman, Bush/Cheney, 
Buchanan, or Nader/LaDuke, 251-52 
vote for Gore/Lieberman, Bush/Cheney, 
Buchanan/Foster, or Nader/LaDuke, 251, 

269,299, 302-3, 315,323, 325, 331,342, 
352-53 

Budget, federal 

balanced, dealt with by Bush, 24 
balanced, dealt with by Gore, 24 
out of balance if Bush is elected, 196 
out of balance if Gore is elected, 195 
as priority for Bush administration, 428 
Budget deficit, federal 

as issue to be addressed by next president, —12 
as most important problem, 191 
as priority for Bush administration, 428 

Budget surplus, federal 

handled by Bush, 242, 248,258,275, 309 
handled by Gore, 242,248, 258,275, 309 
as presidential election issue, 19,72,243 
use more for tax cuts and less for education 
and health care, 318-19 
use to strengthen Social Security, improve 
education, pay off federal debt, cut taxes, or 
reform health care, 318 
Building contractors 
honesty rating, 389 
Bullock, Sandra 

make special effort to see, 99 
Bush, Barbara 

campaigning on son 1 s behalf in New 
Hampshire, 29 
as most admired woman, 431 
Bush, George 

economic conditions rated when he was 
president, 262, 267 
Gallup analysis of approval rating in 
December of last year in office, 422 
Gallup analysis of gender gap, Clinton vs., 157 
Gallup analysis of gender gap, Dukakis vs., l-V 
Gallup analysis of post-convention “bounce, 
229 

as greatest president, 58 _ 

as greatest president since WWTT, 263 
as worst president, 59 
Bush, George W. 

abortion handled by, 242, 248,258, -75 
abortion as priority for, 428 
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agrees with you on issues, 84,248, 257, 276 
Gore/Bush advantage, 332 
agrees with you on issues, vs. McCain, 70 
approve of job as governor of Texas. 247 
attacked by McCain unfairly, 60 
attacking McCain unfairly, 60 
as best looking, vs. Gore, Bradley, or McCain 
57 

as best public speaker, vs. Gore, Bradley, or 
McCain, 57 

best sense of humor, vs. Gore. Bradley, or 
McCain, 57 

better able to continue good economic times, 
206 

blame his or McCain’s campaign for negative 
primary in South Carolina, 50 
budget dealt with by. 24 
budget as priority for, 428 
budget deficit as priority for, 428 
budget surplus handled by, 242, 248, 258, 275 
Gore/Bush advantage. 309 
campaign finance reform handled by, 86 
campaign finance reform as priority for, 428 
can gel things done in Washington, vs Bauer, 
Forbes, Keyes, or McCain, 35 
can get things done in Washington, vs. 
McCain, 26 

can keep up with changing times, 23 
can manage government effectively, 22, 84, 
142,248,257,276 
Gore/Bush advantage. 332, 357 
can name him as your party’s nominee, 90 
cares about needs of people like you, 22. 84, 
142,248, 257,276 
Gore/Bush advantage, 332, 358 

certain to support, 60 

choice of Cheney reflects favorably on his 

ability to make decisions, 232 
choice of vice president who disagrees with 
you on abortion would not aft eel your vote. 

226 

USS Cole situation handled by. 343 
confidence more in Gore or. to make decisions 
about nuclear delcnse ^y stcn ^’ ~" L 
as conservative or liberal, 248, 277 
crime dealt with (handled) by. 24, 86, - 

crime as priority lor, 428 
death penalty administered in Texas_ 
percentage of innocent people, - - 
death penalty cases in Texas handled y.- - 

death penalty favored by, 2 

death penalty position, vs. Gor .2 
defense handled by, 248,4-58, 
defense as priority for, 428 


Democrats in Congress, working with as 
priority for, 428 

Democrats in Congress and, put politics behind 
them, 427 


did best job in South Carolina debate between 
McCain, Keyes, and, 61 
did not have responsibility to make known 
DUI arrest, 366 

DU1 arrest as “dirty trick” by Democrats. 366 
DUI arrest as indicator of his ability to sene as 
president. 365 

DUI arrest makes you less likely to vote for, 365 
economy dealt with (handled) by, 24,143, 242, 
248, 258, 274-75 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309, 357 
economy as priority for, 428 
education dealt with (handled) by, 24, 85, 143, 
242, 248, 258.275 
Gorc/Bush advantage, 309,357 
education as priority for, 428 
ensuring that next generation can get ahead, 86 
ensuring that poor person can get ahead, 86 
environment dealt with (handled) by, 24. 85. 
242, 248 

environment as priority for, 428 
excited by his choice os Cheney, 232 
family’s campaigning on his behalf in New 
Hampshire, 29 

favor Gore's or his plan to cut taxes, 288,309 
favor his proposal to allow people to invest 
portion of Social Security, 183 
first thing that comes to mind [list] when you 
think about him, 169-70 
foreign affairs dealt with (handled) by. 24, 85. 

143, 242, 248, 275 
foreign policy as priority for, 428 
foreign trade handled by, 248 
Gallup analysis of closeness ot popular vote, 

367 .,» , 

Gallup analysis of differences within voter 
subgroups lor, 364-65 

Gallup analysis of gender gap. Gore vs„ 1^. 


166 , - 
Gallup analysis of major turning points in 

7000 election, 369-70 
Gallup analysis of personal character and 
issues in New Hampshire primary, 37-H 
Gallup analysis of presidential race as too 

close to call, 370—71 
Gallup analysis of presidents \oli_r 
preferences, 304-5 

Callup analysis of reasons lor choosing Goa 


or, 295-96 
allup analysis of tie with Gore, -84 8 
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Bush, George W, (continued) 

Gallup analysis of traditional constituent 
groups, 371-72 

gasoline and fuel oil prices handled by, 86,320 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309 
goes too far in criticizing opponents, vs. 
McCain, 70 

Elian Gonzdlez situation handled by, 131 
Gore’s or his proposals would cut taxes more, 
288,309 

gun issue dealt with (handled) by, 24, 85,143, 
242,248,258, 275 

has best (better) chance of beating Democratic 
candidate, vs. Bauer, Forbes, Keyes, or 
McCain, 35 

has best (better) chance of beating Democratic 
candidate, vs. McCain, 26,46,60 
has best plan for cutting taxes, vs. Bauer, 
Forbes, Keyes, or McCain, 36 
has knowledge necessary to be president, 85 
has necessary experience to be good president, 
vs. McCain, 60 
has new ideas, 23 
has new ideas, vs. McCain, 47 
has personality and leadership qualities a 
president should have, 21,115, 237, 247 
256, 303,353 

has strong moral character, 22, 85 
has vision for the country’s future, 22, 84 143 
248,257,276 
Gore/Bush advantage, 332 
has vision for the country’s future, vs. Bauer. 
Forbes, Keyes, or McCain, 35 

has vision for the country’s future, vs. McCain 
26,60 

health cane dealt with (handled) bv 24 85 
143,242,248,258,275 ’ ’ ’ 

Gore/Bush advantage, 309 
health care as priority for, 428 
homelessness dealt with by, 25 
homelessness as priority for, 428 

as honest and trustworthy, 85,248, 257,276, 
354 

Gore/Bush advantage, 332,358 

budget would get out of balance, 

if elected, conservative activists wiU have too 
much influence, 196 

if elected, economy would set worse 196 
if elected, moral values would decline, 196 
if elected, new investigations similar to Clinton 
administration’s, 196 

if elected. Social Security would become less 
sound, 196 


if elected, would not go far enough in 
protecting environment, 196 
important that he is elected president, 223-24 
improving country’s moral climate, handled 
by, 85 

independent in thoughts and actions, vs. 
McCain, 47 

inspires confidence, 23, 85 
in touch with average American, vs. Bauer, 
Forbes, Keyes, or McCain, 36 
in touch with average American, vs. McCain 
26 

in touch with average voter, 

Gore/Bush advantage, 357 
job opportunities handled by, 242, 248 
know Gore and/or, 90 

know name iBush) of governor of Texas, 34 
as likeable, 23 

Gore/Bush advantage, 332 
likely to support (combined sample), 7-8 
likely to support Bauer, Forbes, McCain, 
Keyes, or, 32-33 

likely to support Bush/Cheney ticket because 
both men headed oil companies, 232 
likely to support McCain, Forbes, Keyes, or, 
44 

likely to support McCain, Keyes, or, 53, 62, 
68,74-75 

likely to vote for, 236 

likely to vote for, because of way he handled 
death penalty in Texas, 202 
likely to vote for, if he named McCain as 
running mate, 139 

likely to vote for, if he selects Cheney, 231 
likely to vote for Bradley or, 9-10,54 
likely to vote for Gore or. 9, 17, 53-54, 62, 
68-69, 75,77-78, 82-83, 105, 114-15, 
138-39, 181, 197,223, 231 
by gender, 197 

likely to vote for Gore or Bush/Cheney, 235 
likely to vote for Gore, Buchanan, Browne, 
Nader, Hagelin, Phillips, or, 161 
likely to vote for Gore/Lieberman or Bush/ 
Cheney, 252,299-300 

likely to work with party leaders in Congress, 
427-28 

Medicare dealt with (handled) by, 25, 85, 143, 
242, 248,258, 275 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309, 357 
Medicare as priority for, 428 
Middle East crisis handled by, 343 
military as priority for, 428 
minority issues as priority for, 428 
as most admired man, 431 
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j* ivitcain, / 

not a real Republican, vs. McCain 70 
as nouoo extreme in his political views, 


not a typical politician, vs. McCain, 70 
as oldest, vs. Gore, Bradley, or McCain 57 
opinion of, 44, 146, 182, 247 774 311 
378,404 ’ 

affected by debates, 326, 332.336,345 
as person you admire, vs. McCain, 60 ' 
poverty dealt with by, 25 
prescription drugs handled by, 309 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309 
priorities [list] for first 100 days of his 
administration, 428 
problems of raising children dealt with 
(handled) by, 25, 85 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309 
protecting Americans from privacy invasions, 
handled by, 86 

puts country’s interests ahead of his own 143 
277 

race relations handled by, 258 
as reformer, vs. McCain, 47, 60. 70 
representing interests of women, handled hy. 
85 

satisfied with, as Republican nominee, 9 , 15 
says one tiling and does another, vs. McCain. 
70 

senior citizen issues as priority for, 428 
shares your values, 22,84, !42,248, 256,276. 
281 

Gore/Bush advantage, 332, 358 
shares your values (asked of blacks). 281 
as shortest, vs. Gore, Bradley, or McCain. 57 
as sincere in what he says, 

Gore/Bush advantage, 358 
as sincere and authentic, vs McCain, 70 
as smartest, vs. Gore. Bradley, or McCain, 57 
as smug, vs. McCain, 70 
Social Security dealt with (handled) by, 25, 85. 
143, 242, 248, 258.275 
Gore/Bush advantage. 309,357 
Social Security as priority for, 428 
as someone you can respect, 23 
as someone you can trust, vs. Bauer, Forbes, 
Keyes, or McCain, 36 
as someone you can trust, vs. McCain, 26 
as someone you would be proud to have as 
president, 84, 248,257, 276 
as someone you would be proud to have as 
president, vs, McCain, 70 
stands up for what he believes in, 23 


as strong and decisive leader, ^3 84 1 40 "ids 

Gore/Bush advantage, 332, 358 

as strong and decisive leader, vs. McCain, 47 , 
/(J 

as tallest, vs. Gore, Bradley, or McCain, 57 
taxes dealt with (handled) by, 24 85 143 ' ) 4 '> 
248,258,275,288 ' ’ 

Gore/Bush advantage, 309, 357 
taxes as priority for, 4 is 
tax reduction as priority for, 428 
too close to religious right, vs. McCain, 70 
too cocky, vs. McCain, 46 

too much of a Washington insider, vs. McCain 
47 

understands complex issues, 23. 143 "MS ^57 

277 

Gore/Bush advantage, 332, 357 
used Internet to visit his Web site, 397 
vote for, asked of non-Bush voters, 7 S 
vote for Bauer, Forbes, McCain, Hatch, Keyes 
or, 7-8, 26, 28 

vote for Gore or, for 21 *04 presidential election. 
423 

vote for Gore. Buchanan, or, 78, 115 
vote for Gore, Buchanan, Nader, or, 139, 181, 
197-98,223 

vote for Gore, Busli/Cheney. Buchanan, or 
Nader/LaDuke, 230-31.235.249-50 
vote for Gore, Bush/McCain, Buchanan, or 
Nader/LaDuke, 232 

vole for Gore/Lieberman. Bush/Cheney, 
Buchanan, or Nader/LaDuke. 251-52 
vote for Gore/Lieberman, Bush/Cheney, 
Buchanan/Foster, or Nader/LaDuke, 

251, 269, 299, 302-3, 315. 323. 325. 331, 
342, 352-53 

vote for McCain. Keyes, or, 50, 59 
voted for Gore, Nader, another candidate, or. 
397 

watched debate in South Carolina between 
McCain, Keyes, and. 60-61 
wealthy or middle and working classes 
would benefit from his tax cut plan, 288 
will keep economy strong, vs. Bauer, Forbes, 
Keyes, or McCain. 35 

will keep economy strong, vs. McCain. 26, 47 
will win election in November. 78. IS2. 250 
worthy of office of president, vs. McCain. 47 
would have more positive influence on stock 
market, 355 

would improve moral standards, vs Bauer, 
Forbes, Keyes, or McCain. 36 
would make good president, 237 247 


TWO THOUSAND 


439 


















Bush, George W. (continued) 

would move country in right direction, 354 
would represent interests of blacks, 281-82 
would work with boih parties to get things 
done, vs. McCain, 70 

as youngest, vs. Gore, Bradley, or McCain, 57 
See also Presidential debates; Presidential elec¬ 
tion dispute 
Business and industry 

allow corporate mergers, 42, 360 
big business as biggest threat to country, 360 
confidence in big business. 210 
government run by few big interests, 216 
loss of business as worst problem facing your 
community, 190 

merger between AOL and Time Warner as 
good or bad, 42 

trust large coiporations to protect environment, 

120 

Business executives 
honesty rating, 389 


Cage, Nicholas 

make special effort to see, 99 
Campaign finance reform 

changes to laws would reduce power of special 
interests, 344 H 

favor laws limiting amount of “soft money” 

contributed to political parties, 344 
handled by Bush, 86 
handled by Gore, 86 

' aW |lT p '" g “ S ° ft ra °" ey ” would R^b. 

ucdn Party m0 re than Democratic Party, 344 

as presidential election issue, 19 ~}i iqi 

as priority for Bush administration, 428 
prelect freedom of individuals to support 
candidates and parties, 344 
Campaigning, negative 

be ‘'"^ i C “ d “ lates ™> ^ally negative and 
posit i\ e advertisements, 220 

2| r ^20 ndldateS ™ 3 l0t of ad '’«tisemems, 

d “:tr“r 2I h r 

negative advertisements have place in 
campaigns, 219 F ln 

negative advertisements help me to leam 
about candidates ? 19 leam 

he, P (’“Pi® lo 

team about candidates, 2 19 


negative advertisements make me feel Ie« m 
voting, 219 S llke 

negative advertisements make people feel 
like voting, 219 

opponent s extramarital relationships as 
example of, 218 

opponent s stands on issues as example of ^iq 
opponent’s ties to special-interest groun.s -,V” 
example of, 218 v 

opponent s use ot illegal drugs as example of 
218 1 

opponent’s use of negative advertisements as 
example of, 218-19 
political campaigns have become more 
negative, 218 

unfair lor candidate to bring up opponent’s 
extramarital relationships, 218 
unfair for candidate to bring up opponent’s 
stands on issues, 218 

unfair for candidate to bring up opponent’s ties 

to special-interest groups, 218 

unfarn for candidate to bring up opponent’s use 
of illegal drugs, 218 

unfair for candidate to bring up opponent’s use 

ot negative advertisements, 218 
Canada 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 173 

know name (Chretien) of prime minister of, 

176 

Car salesmen 

honesty rating, 389 
Carson, Johnny 

like most as Academy Awards host, 98 
Carter, Jimmy 

Gallup analysis of approval rating in 
December of last year in office, 422 
Gallup analysis of gender gap, Ford vs., 159 
Ga//«p analysis of gender gap, Reagan vs., 159 

Gallup analysis of post-convention “bounce,” 

229 

as greatest president, 58 
as greatest president since WWII, 263-64 
as most admired man, 431 
as worst president, 59 
Castro, Fidel 

know name (Castro) of leader of Cuba, 176 
Catholics 

Gallup analysis of Protestants’ views of, 99-101 
your religious preference as Protestant, Jewish, 
Orthodox, or, 96 
Cellular phones 
currently own, 133 

ever been disturbed by someone using, 134 
heard about health risks due to, 134 
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how serious are health risks due to I v 

intend to get. 133-34 aUl -134 

forbidding people to use, 134 
use how often (asked of owners) 133 

use how often while drivt„ g( asLi 3 0 3 fowners) , 

use more a regular phone or (asked of owners). 
Census, U.S. 


aware that your household will receive 
questionnaire, 76 

believe that your information will be kept 
confidential, 76 1 

computer hackers able to get your information 
from Census Bureau, 76 
consider it an invasion of privacy, 116 
happened to see television ads encouraging 
citizens to return forms, 76 
have not filled out form but plan to 116 
have received official form, 116 
it matters whether you fill out questionnaire, 76 
plan to fill out questionnaire, 76 

think Census Bureau will protect information 
you gave, 76 

as useful or waste of money, 76 
Central America 

what happens in, as important to U.S , 186 
Clieney, Dick 

Bush’s choice of, reflects favorably on his 
ability to make decisions, 232 
concerned that health problems would prevent 
him from serving effectively, 391 
concerned that medical history would prevent 
him from serving as president. 232 
excited by Bush’s choice of, 232 
likely to support Bush/Cheney ticket because 
both men headed oil companies, 232 
likely to vote for Bush if he selects, 231 
likely to vote for Gore or Bush/Cheney, 235 
likely to vote for Gore/Lieberman or 
Bush/Cheney, 252, 299-300 
opinion of, 231, 252-53, 311,404-5 
qualified to serve as president, 231 
rated as Bush’s choice for vice president, 231 
vote for Gore, Bush/Cheney. Buchanan, or 
Nader/LaDuke, 230-31, 235, 249-50 
vote for Gore/Lieberman. Bush/Cheney, 
Buchanan, or Nader/LaDuke, 251-52 
vote for Gore/Lie be mi an, Bush/Cheney, 
Buchanan/Foster, or Nader/LaDuke, 251, 

269, 299.302-3,315, 323,325, 331,342, 
352-53 


Chicago 

considered safe, 298 
ranked not safe ^go 
Children 

boy or girl as easier to raise, 430 

eare of, as biggest challenge you face today. 

lack of parental supervision as worst problem 
facing your community, 191 

2™ ta r Ve ®' rl " b0y ,f only one chdd - «0 

problems of raising, dealt with (handled) by 

Bush, 25, 85, 309 

problems of raising, dealt with (handled ) bv 
Gore, 24, 85, 309 

problems of raising, as presidential election 
issue, 18,72 

satisfaction with opportunity for next 

generation to live better than parents. 204 

way parents raise, as cause of gun violence 157 
China 

allow it to join World Trade Organization 9? 
124, 154. 162 

its ally or enemy of U.S.. 92. 173 
Congress should review its trade status 
annually, 124 

following news about World Trade 
Organization and, 153 

increased trade between U.S. and. would help 
or hurt Chinese economy, 154 
increased trade between U.S. and, would help 
or hurt human rights in China, 154 
increased trade between U.S and, would help 
or hurt U.S. economy, 154 
increased trade between U.S and, would help 
or hurt U.S. workers, 154 
opinion of, 91, 173, 380 
possession of nuclear weapons by, would 
threaten U.S., 92 

possession of nuclear weapons by would 
threaten world peace, 92 
Chretien, Jean 

know name (Chretien) of prime minister of 
Canada, 176 
Christmas 

do you celebrate, 417 

enjoy it more if people did not exchange gills, 

4*18 

expect to take vacation during holidays, 429 
expect to take vacation for how many days 
during holidays, 429 

happen to know why it is celebrated. 417-18 
as too commercialized. 41S 
too much emphasis on gifts. 418 
loo much emphasis on religious basis, 41S 
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Christmas shopping 
enjoy or not, 4IS 

how much money will you spend on gifts, 387 
likely to use catalogs for shopping, 387 
likely to use department stores tor shopping 
387 

likely to use discount stores for shopping, 387 
likely to use Internet for shopping, 388 

likely to use specialty stores for shopping, 387 
Churchill, Winston 

identified with what nation, 156 
identified with what nation (asked of 
teenagers), 141 

as most admired person in this century. 264 
The Cider House Rules (movie) 
have seen or expect to see, 98 
like to see it win Oscar, 98 
Cigarette smoking and smokers 

age you began smoking (asked of smokers), 

approve Florida jury’s order for tobacco 
companies to pay damages to smokers, 221 
ban smoking in hotels and motels, 394 
ban smoking in restaurants, 394 
ban smoking in workplaces 394 

consider yourself addicted to cigarettes (asked 
of smokers), 394 

tow many cigarettes do you smoke each day 
(asked of smokers), 393 * 

' f y l U i l t <1 ‘°, d0 , 11 over «*•*». you start 
smoking (asked of smokers), 394 

39°S e " P Sn,0kin8 <asked of smokers), 

smoked any cigarettes in past week, 393 

smoking as cause of serious health problems in 
your family, 394-95 P DIems m 

“ l SS" ei or cokers blamed for 
health problems, 221,394 

Civil rights movement 
agree with goals of, 119 

CivlptVar <m nat ' 0n s toheiea of, 119 
Clapfo„ e , S Eric htSaSmaj0riSSUei ''' 141 

C!e^y greateSt R0Ck ^ Ro11 star * 265 

honesty rating, 388 

Clinton, Bill 

approval rating, 12,268,335, 363 427 
crime handled better by Gore or 262 ~ 

desses credit for imp roV emen,i 2 „ 6 Lno my . 
economic conditions handled heuer by Gore 


economy handled by, 170-71, 335 
education handled better by Gore or 2 >62 
favor increased enforcement of equtd pav law , 
for women, 43 p y dWs 

favor Liebennan as outspoken critic of during 
Lewinsky controversy, 253-54 h 

foreign affairs handled by, 171 , 333 335 
Gallup analysis of approval rating in 
December of last year in office 49 ? 

Gallup analysis of gender gap, Bush vs., 1 59 
Gallup analysis of gender gap. Dole vs., 159 
Gallup analysis of Gore and “the Clinton 

factor” 81-82 

Gallup analysis of job approval rating, 268 
Gal l U Ji anal y sis of post-convention “bounce ” 

Elian Gonz&ez situation handled by, 129 n 1 
Gore’s ties with, make you feel favorably 

toward Gore, 261 , 352 

as greutest president, 58 
as greatest president since WWII ^63-64 
job as president handled better by Gore or 262 
leaders of other countries respect him, 171 
likely to vote for Gore if Clinton were to 
support Gore, 352 

moral leadership provided better by Gore or 
262 

as most admired man, 431 

as most admired person in this century ^64 
opinion of, 363 

as outstanding president, 59 

remembered for his accomplishments or 
scandal, 262 
respect him, 262 

speech at Democratic convention rated, 269 
as success or failure as president, 262 
when he leaves office, charge him in court for 
Lewinsky matter, 188 

when he leaves office, disbar him for “false” 
testimony about Lewinsky, 188 
when he leaves office, he should become 
Hollywood executive, 189 

when he leaves office, he should become talk 
show host, 188 

when he leaves office, he should become 

university president, 188 

when he leaves office, he should move to 
Arkansas or New York, 188 

when he leaves office, he should practice law, 

189 

when he leaves office, he should run for 
congressman, 188 

when he leaves office, he should work for 
industry, 189 
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when be .eaves office, he should write a took, 


as worst president, 58 

Yugoslavia situation handled by 333 

Clinm rt m, C,lrU ° n adminislr ation ’ 

Clinton, Hillary Rodham 

approval rating, 45 

influence on Clinton administration 45^16 
as most admired woman, 43 ] 
vote for, for senator, 46 
Clinton administration 

from ^ 

justice Department and, deciding Elian 

Gonzdlez case on boy’s best interests or 
relations with Cuba, 104 

new investigations if Bush is elected, 196 
new investigations if Gore is elected, 195 
positive state ol economy credited to, 206 
positive state of economy credited more to 
Congress or, 206 

positive state of economy credited more to 
Federal Reserve or, 206 

wasted opportunity to address important 
problems, 277 
USS Cole situation 

handled better by Gore or Bush. 343 
Colombia 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 174 
Columbine High School. See Littleton, Colorado, 
school shootings 
Columbus, Christopher 

discovered America in what year, 141 
Comic strips 

fan of “Peanuts ”48 
how often do you read, 48 
your favorite “Peanuts” character, 48 
Computer hackers. See Census. U.S.; Internet 
Computer industry 

breakup of Microsoft would help or hurt, 149 
positive state of economy credited to, 206 
See also Microsoft Corporation 
Computer virus (“I Love You”) 

caused you to change your behavior. 177 
changed your behavior in what ways [list j, 178 
heard of, 177 

impact of virus on company where you work, 
177 

problem of c-maii viruses will get worse in 
future, 178 

received any e-mail messages with virus. 177 
received any notice from antivirus vendor, 177 
subscribe to any antivirus program, 177 
use any antivirus software. 177 


Confederate flag 

all right for Southern states to fly, on state 
capitols, 145 y n S!ate 

followed news of its use in South Carolina, 

•^e has symbol of Southern pride or racism, 
support boycott of South Carolina until it 

removes, from public places 145 

Congress 

approval rating, ] 2 , 368 
confidence in, 209 

deserves moS | cred it for good economy. 

faV 309 CrOSS ' Ule b ° ard 0rlaree ' ed cuts, 

tow across-the-board or targeted tax cuts for 
those making less than $70,000, 309-10 
iavor increased enforcement of equal pay laws 
for women, 43 

hold hearings into removal of Elian Conzdlcz 
from Miami home, 132,138 
know name of Speaker of the House of 
Represenuiuv es. 34 

positive stale of economy credited to, 206 
positive state of economy credited more to 
Clinton administration or. 206 
review China’s trade status annually, 124 
trust in Legislative branch, 216 

trust it to make final selection of president 
412-13 

trust it to protect environment, 121 
See also Congressional elections; 

Congressmen; Democrats in Congress; 
Republicans in Congress 
Congressional elections 

vote for Democratic or Republican Party’s 
candidate. 16-17, 237, 272, 283, 371 
Congressmen 

honesty rating. 389 
Connery 1 , Sean 

make special effort to see. 98 
Conservatives 

Bush as liberal or conservative, 248 
Gore as liberal or conservative. 2 18 
will have too much influence if Bush is 
elected, 196 
Constitution 

amend, so presidential candidate with most 
votes nationwide wins, 375 
First Amendment as document guaranteeing 
free press, 141 

presidential election situation as constitutional 
crisis, 373-74, 382, 390, 396.412 
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Constitutional rights 

confessions obtained from defendants not read. 
200 

inform person when arrested of, 200 
Constitution Party candidate. See Phillips, 

Howard 

Consumers' rights movement 
agree with goals of, 120 
impact on nation’s policy of, 119 

Cooper, Cynthia 

as arealest athlete active today, 289 

Costner, Kevin 

make special eftort to see, 99 

Cost of living 

as biggest challenge you face today, 19*. 
as worst problem facing your community, 190 

Creationism 

human beings developed or were created by 
God, 245 

as required instruction in high schools, 245 
teach along with evolution in public schools, 
200,245 

teach instead of evolution in public schools, 

200,245 

Credit cards. See Interest rates; Internet 
Creedance Clearwater Revival 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
Crime 

any area near where you live where you would 
be afraid to walk alone at night, 296 
car owned by you stolen, 329 
confidence in police to protect you from, 
300-301 

dealt with (handled) by Bush, 24,86, 143 
dealt with (handled) by Gore, 23, 86, ! 43 
handled better by Gore or Clinton, 262 
home, car, or property owned by you 
vandalized, 330 

money or property stolen from you, 329 
money or property taken from you by force, 330 
more in U.S. now than year ago, 297 
more in your area now than year ago, 296 
as most important problem, 191 
own gun for protection against, 328 
as presidential election issue, 19,72,192 
as priority for Bush administration, 428 
as serious problem for country, 316 
as serious problem in area where you live, 296 
as serious problem in United States, 296 
as worst problem facing your community, 190, 
192 

your house or apartment broken into, 329 
you were mugged or assaulted, 330 
you were sexually assaulted or raped, 330 


Criminal justice system 
confidence in, 209-10 
Cruise, Tom 

make special effort to see, 99 
Crystal, Billy 

like most as Academy Awards host, 98 
Cuba 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 174 
end U.S, trade embargo with, 147 
Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for re-establishing relations with, 
361-63 

know name (Castro) of leader of, 176 
re-establish U.S. diplomatic relations with, 
132, 147 

See also Gonzalez, Elfan 


Dallas 

considered safe, 298 
ranked not safe, 299 
Dating 

all right for girl to telephone boy for date, 5 
Death penalty 

administered by Bush to what percentage of 
innocent people in Texas, 202 
applied fairly, 202 

approve of Bush’s handling oi cases in Texas, 

202 

approve of Bush’s handling of cases in Texas, 
more likely to vole for him, 202 
favor, for murder, 65-06, 201 
favored by Bush, 202-3 
favored by Gore, 203 

Gore’s or Bush's position on, comes closer to 
your view, 202 

how often has innocent person been sentenced 
to, 66, 202 

how often has innocent person in 7 exas been 
sentenced to, 202 
imposed too often today, 66 
or life imprisonment, lor murder, 66 
percentage of innocent people convicted, 66, 

202 

support with reservations, 201 
Debt, national 

use budget surplus to pay off, 318 
Defense, national 

handled by Bush, 242,248,258,275, -93 
handled by Gore, 242, 248, 258, 275,293 
as issue to be addressed by next president, *■ 
as most important problem, 192 
as presidential election issue, 243, 281 
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as presidential election issue (asked of blacks), 
081 


as priority for Bush administration, 428 
See also Military; Missile defense system 
Democratic National Convention 
Clinton’s speech rated, 269 
Democrats maintained right balance at, 273 
described as boring, 225 
described as entertaining, 225 
described as good for democracy, 225 
described as informative, 225 
Gallup analysis of post-convention “bounce,” 
228-30 ' 

Gore’s acceptance speech makes you likely to 
vote for him, 270 

Gore’s acceptance speech rated, 269 
likely to vote for Gore because of what you 
saw of, 269 

opinion of Democratic Party during, 269 
party should stop having, 224 
plan to get news from Internet about, 225 
plan to watch how much of, 225 
viewing it on broadcast networks or cable 
networks, 225 
watched how much of, 270 
Democratic Party 

Gallup analysis of Democratic voters, 239, 
259-61 ’ 

Gallup analysis of Gore’s and Bradley s 
Democratic constituencies, 6-7 
Gallup analysis of party gap on issues [list], 

362-63 

hold open or closed primaries, 69 
laws limiting “soft money" would hurt 
Republican Party more than, 344 
news media favor Republicans or Democrats, 

408 

opinion of, 13,269,272-73,378 
reaching out to minorities, 28- 
representing interests of blacks, - - 
represents your values, 272, - 
represents your values (asked oi blacks). -0 
Republican Party or, will do better job ot 
dealing with Internet privacy matters, . 8 
trust it to protect environment, - 

views as too extreme, 272 r/ .n nr pcc 

vote for its candidate in elections lor Con._re. . 

16-17, 237,272, 283, 371 


Democrats in Congress 

siasss. 

likely 10 -oik V* 1 * ^ 

working with, as priority lor Bu. 

administration, 428 


DeNiro, Robert 

make special effort to see, 99 
Dentists 

honesty rating, 388 
Detroit 

considered safe, 298 
ranked not safe, 299 
Diesel oil prices 

recent increases caused (will cause) you 
financial hardship, 55,320 
DiMaggio. Joe 

as greatest athlete of century, 1 
Diving 

as favorite Summer Olympic event, 307 
DNA evidence 

allow prisoners convicted before DNA tests to 
get tests now, 169 
as completely reliable. 168 
heard about, 168 

as reliable as fingerprint evidence, 168 
Doctors 

honesty rating, 388 

satisfaction with doctors you deal with, 312 
wrong diagnosis or treatment by doctor, 102 
Dole, Bob 

Gallup analysis of gender gap, Clinton vs. 159 
Gallup analysts of post-convention ‘-bounce,” 
229 

Dole, Elizabeth 

as most admired woman, 431 
Dollar coin (Sacagawea) 
gotten how many, 233 
gotten one of new coins, 233 
if you were buying something, would you want 

in change a dollar bill or, 136 
requested or was given one new coin, -33-. 4 
requested or was given two new coins, -j 
set aside first new coin, 234 
set aside one new coin, 234 
set aside two new coins. 234 
Domino, Fats 

as greatest Rock and Roll star, 265 

The Doors _ 

as greatest Rock and Roll group. -6- 

Dr ° a “ worst problem facing your community. 191 


Druggists 

honesty rating, 388 

^cost'of.^s issue to be addressed by next 

expnnd'Sic^e to include coverage of. 
handled by Bush, 309 
handled by Gore, 309 
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Dm os, prescription (continued) 

use budget surplus to reform health care 

including, 318 
Drugs and drug abuse 

as cause of trouble in your family,414 
drug education as government action to help 
improve public schools, 241 
marijuana use should be made legal, 414 
as most important problem. 191 
possession of small amounts of marijuana 
treated as criminal offense, 414 
progress made in coping with problem 
illegal drugs, 414 

as serious problem for country (in U.S.), 316, 
413-14 

as serious problem where you live, 414 
unfair for candidate to bring up opponent s 
use of illegal drugs, 218 
as worst problem facing your community, 190, 

192 

Dukakis, Michael 

Gallup analysis of gender gap, Bush vs., 159 
Gallup analysis of post-convention “bounce,” 
229 

Dylan, Bob 

as greatest Rock and Roll star, 265 

E 

The Eagles 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
Earnhardt, Dale 

as greatest athlete active today, 289 
Eastern Europe 

what happens in, as important to U.S., 186 
Eastwood, Clint 

make special eS Tort to see, 98 
Economic conditions 

getting belter or worse, 13-14,73, 163, 347, 
377-78,407 

handled better by Gore or Clinton, 262 
rated today, 13,72-73, 163, 184-85, 347,377, 
407 

rated when George Bush was president, 262, 
267 

will be good or poor a year from now, 185 
See also Financial situation, personal; 

Interest rates 
Economy 

breakup of Microsoft would help or hurt, 140, 
149 

Clinton deserves credit for improvement in, 
261 

Clinton deserves most credit for, 262 


Clinton-Gore administration. Congress, 
Greenspan, or American worker deserves 
most credit for, 262 

corporate mergers as good or bad for, 42 
dealt with (handled) by Bush, 24, 85, 143, 242, 
248,258, 275, 309, 357 
dealt with (handled) by Clinton, 170-71,335 
dealt with (handled) by Gore, 23, 85, 143, 242, 
248, 258, 275, 309, 357 
Gallup analysis of Republican National 
Convention and issue of, 245-46 
Gore deserves credit for improvement in, 

261-62 

Gore or Bush better able to continue good 
economic times, 206 

immigrants help, by providing low-cost labor, 
314 

increased trade between U.S. and China would 
help or hurt, 154 

as issue to be addressed by next president, 212 
kept strong by Bauer, Bush, Forbes, Keyes, or 
McCain, 35 

kept strong by Bradley, vs. Gore, 27, 36,49 
kept strong by Bush, vs, McCain, 47 
kept strong by Gore, vs, Bradley, 27, 36,49 
kept strong by McCain, vs. Bush, 47 
moving in right direction, 185 
positive state of, credited to Clinton 
administration, 206 

positive state of* credited to computer and 
Internet industry* 206 
positive state of, credited to Congress. 206 
positive state of, credited to Federal Reserve, 

206 

positive state of, credited to increase in toreign 
trade, 206 

positive state of, credited more to Clinton 
administration or Congress* 206 
positive state of, credited more to Clinton 
administration or Federal Reserve, 206 
as presidential election issue, 19,72, 193, 24_, 

280 ( 
as presidential election issue (asked ot blacks), 

280 

as priority for Bush administration, 428 

satisfaction with state of, 13,204 

worse if Bush is elected, 196 

worse if Gore is elected, 195 

as worst problem facing your community. 

Education ^ 

dealt with (handled) by Bush, 24, 85, J4J, 

248, 258,275, 309, 357 
dealt with (handled) by Gore, 23, 85, 143, 44-, 
248, 258,275, 309, 357 
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Gallup analysis of Republican National 
Convention and issue of, 240-42 
getting through school as biggest challenge 
you face today, 192 

government should be more involved in, 241 
handled better by Gore or Clinton, 262 
intelligence of child, family background, or 
quality of schools as most important, 294 
as issue to be addressed by next president, 212 
as most important problem, 191 
as presidential election issue, 18.72, 281,242, 
356 

as presidential election issue (asked of blacks), 
281 

as priority for Bush administraUon, 428 
satisfaction with quality of, 204 
satisfaction with quality of, for your oldest 
child (asked of parents), 294 
use budget surplus more for tax cuts and less 
for health care and, 318-19 
use budget surplus to improve, 318 
will child attend public, private, or parochial 
school (asked of parents), 294 
as worst problem facing your community, 190, 
192 

See also Public schools 
Egypt 

as ally or enemy of U S., 174 
Einstein, Albert 

as most admired person in this century', 264 

Eisenhower, Dwight D. 

Gallup analysis of approval rating in 
December of last year in office, 422 
Gallup analysis of gender gap, Stevenson vs., 

159 

as greatest general, 410 
as greatest president, 58 
as greatest president since WW1I, 263-64 
as most admired person in this century, -64 
as worst president, 59 
Elderly people 

care for, as issue to be addressed by next 

president, 212 

senior citizens issues as priority tor Bush 
administration, 428 

Elections . 16 

enthusiastic about voting, U. - 

See also candidates by name; 
Congressional elections; Presidential cand 
dates; Presidential election dispu t 
Electricity 

used to heat your home, 5 

Elizabeth U, Queen 

as most admired woman, 4 5 


Employment 

employed full time, part time, retired, or 
unemployed, 5,43 
how do you get to work, 5-6 
See also Jobs; Women; Workers 
Engineers 

honesty rating, 388 
England 

know name (Blair) of prime minister of, 176 
Environment 

active in group that protects. 121 
agree with goals of environmental movement. 
120 

attended meeting concerning, 122 
avoided using products that harm, 121 
belong to local organizations, 120 
belong to national organizations such as Siena 
Club and Greenpeace, 120 
bought product because it was better for, 122 
bought stocks based on environmental record 
of companies, 122 

Bush would not go far enough in protecting. 
196 

contacted business to complain about its 
products because they harm. 121 
contacted public official about issue, 121 
contributed to conservation or wildlife group, 
121 

dealt with (handled) by Bush, 24, 85. 242. 24S 
dealt with (handled) by Gore, 23, 85, 242, 248 
Gore would go too far in protecting, if elected. 

196 

impact of environmental movement on 
nation’s policies, 119 

as presidential election issue, 19, 72, 193, - - 

as priority for Bush administration, 428 

recycled newspapers, glass, or other items, -- 

reduced use of energy, 122 

as serious problem for country, 316 
signed petition supporting protection etlort, 

122 

tnist Congress to protect. 121 
trust Democratic Party to protect. - 
trust federal agencies like EPA to protec , - 
trust large corporations to protect. - 
trust local environmental organizations to 

protect. 121 , . ,,i 

trust local government agencies to protect. I - 
trust national environmental organizations to 

protect, 121 01 

trust Republican Party to protect, 1- 
trust small businesses to protect, U 
mist state environmental agencies to pn , 

121 
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Environment (continued) 
used less water, 1-2 

voted for candidates because of their position 
on. 121 

worry about acid rain, 316 

worry about air pollution, 316 
worry about contamination by radioactivity, 316 
worry about contamination by toxic waste, 316 
worry about extinction of plant and animal 
species, 316 

worry about “greenhouse effect,” 316 
worry about loss of habitat for wildlife, 316 
worry about loss of rainforests, 316 
worry about ocean and beach pollution, 316 
worry' about ozone layer damage, 316 
worry' about pollution of drinking water, 316 
worry' about pollution of rivers, lakes, and 
reservoirs, 316 

worry' about urban sprawl, 316 

as worst problem facing your community, 

191 

yourself as active participant in environmental 
movement, 120 

EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) 
trust it to protect environment, 120 
Ethics 

honesty and ethics rating of thirty-two 
occupations [list], 388-89 
as most important problem, 191 
See also Morals and morality 
Europe. See Eastern Europe; Western Europe 
Evolution 

human beings developed or were created by 
God, 245 

as required instruction in high schools, 245 
teach creationism along with, in public 
schools, 200,245 

teach creationism instead of, in public schools, 
200, 245 


Families 

balancing work and family as biggest 
challenge you face today, 192 
boy or girl as easier to raise, 430 
care oi family as biggest challenge you face 
today, 192 

ensuring that next generation can live better 
than parents, handled by Bush, 86 
ensuring that next generation can live better 
than parents, handled by Gore, 86 
family values as presidential election issue, 192 
prefer to have boy or girl if only one child, 430 


See also Children; Father; Mother; Parents; 
Teenagers 
Father 

had positive or negative influence on you, 151 
have shown enough appreciation to, 187 
mother or, had greater influence on your Life, 150 
your family appreciates you enough (asked of 
fathers), 187 

your relationship today with, as positive or 
negative, 151 
Favre, Brett 

as greatest athlete active today, 289 
Federal Reserve 

deserves most credit for good economy, 262 
positive state of economy credited to, 206 
Figure skating 

as favorite sport to watch, 136 
Financial situation, personal 

better off next year than now, 164, 347 
better off now than year ago, 163-64, 347 
as biggest challenge you face today, 192 
gas price increases caused (will cause) you 
financial hardship, 55, 80,106,167, 190, 320 
worried about your economic situation, 14,185 
See also Stock market 
Firestone tire recall 

any criminal behavior by Ford or Firestone that 
should be prosecuted, 306 
anyone in your household checked your tires, 
306 

considered buying Ford Explorer before news, 
306 

followed closely news about, 305-6 
incident will have no effect on your buying 
Firestone tires in future, 306 
incident will have no effect on your buying 
Ford Explorer in future, 306 
what brand of tire has defect, 306 
Fishing 

as favorite sport to watch, 136 
Fleetwood Mac 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
Florida election controversy. See Presidential 
election dispute 
Football 

as favorite sport to watch, 135 
Football, college 
fan of, 291 

number one team in country [list], 291 
prefer professional football or, 291 
Football, professional 

approve of hiring Dennis Miller as Monday 
Night Football" broadcaster, 291 
fan of, 290 
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favonte NFL team [list], 290 

how often do you watch “Monday Night 
Football," 291 * 

prefer college football or, 291 

which team [list] will win NFL championshiD 
290 F 

See also Super Bowl 
Forbes, Steve 


can get tilings done in Washington, vs. Bauer, 
Bush, Keyes, or McCain, 35 
Gallup analysis of his departure from 
presidential race, 47—48 
has best chance of beating Democratic 
candidate, vs. Bauer, Bush, Keyes, or 
McCain, 35 

has best plan for cutting taxes, vs. Bauer. Bush, 
Keyes, or McCain, 36 

has vision for the country’s future, vs, Bauer, 
Bush, Keyes, or McCain, 35 
in touch with average American, vs. Bauer, 
Bush. Keyes, or McCain, 36 
likely to support (combined sample), 7-8 
likely to support Bauer, Bush, McCain, Keyes, 
or, 32-33 

likely to support Bush. McCain. Keyes, or, 44 
as someone you can trust, vs. Bauer, Bush, 
Keyes, or McCain, 36 

vote for Bauer, Bush, McCain, Hatch, Keyes, 
or, 7-8, 26, 28 

will keep economy strong, vs. Bauer, Bush, 
Keyes, or McCain, 35 
would improve moral standards, vs. Bauer. 
Bush, Keyes, or McCain, 36 
Ford, Gerald 

Gallup analysis of approval rating in 
December of last year in office, 422 
Gallup analysis of gender gap. Carter vs., 159 
Gallup analysis of post-convention bounce. 


229 

as greatest president since WWII, 263-64 
as worst president, 59 
Ford, Harrison 

make special effort to see, 98 

Ford, Henry . -,. 

as most admired person in this century, 264 

Ford Motor Company 

any criminal behavior by Firestone or, that 

should be prosecuted, 306 

Foreign affairs 

dealt with (handled) by Bush. 24. 8b. 143, 24- 

dealt with (handled) by Clinton, 171.333. 33b 
/-hnnrilpfB hv Gore, 23, 85. 143, 24_, 


as most important problem, 191 
as presidential election issue, 193, 243 
Foreign policy 

as issue to be addressed by next president, 2! 2 
peaceful solution to PalesUnian-Israeli 
situation as US. goal, 57 

as priority for Bush administration, 428 
Foreign trade 

handled by Bush. 242, 248 
handled by Gore, 242, 248 

positive state of economy credited to increase 
in, 206 

as presidential election issue, 19,72,243 
someone in your household works in job that 
depends on, 124 
See also China 
Foster, Ezola 

vote for Gore/Lteberman, Bush/Chency, 
Buchanan/Foster, or Nadei/LaDuke, 251. 
269, 299, 302-3, 315, 323, 325, 331, 342, 
352-53 

France 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 174 
Free trade 

good or bad for U.S., 124 
Fuel oil 

favor release of oil from Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve, 334 

lower tax on, in your slate to deal with 
increased price, 56, 106 
recent price increases caused (will cause) you 
financial hardship, 55, 320 
rising prices handled by Bush, 86, 309, 320 
rising prices handled by Gore, 86, 309, 320 
used to heat your home. 56 
use government’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
to combat increases in costs, 56,107 
what is responsible [list] lor price increase in. 

334 

Funeral directors 
honesty rating. 388 


G 

Gandhi, Indira 

identified with what nation, 155 
identified with what nation (asked n» 
teenagers). 141 


Gandhi, Mahatma 

as most admired person in this century, - ’ 
Ga afworst problem facing your community. I > 


Garcia, Jeriy 

as greatest Rock and Roll star 
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Gasoline prices , 

affected your driving habits or vacation plans, 

189 

cut back on other expenses to pay for gas, 107 
cut down on driving to reduce gas costs, 107 
drive less if price goes to $ 2.00 per gal on, b 
drive less than otherwise this summer, lob, 

favor release of oil from Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve, 334 
handled by Bush, 86,309 
handled by Gore, 86,309 
higher in one month than today, SO, 189 
higher in six months than today, 80,167, 

189-90 

increases caused (will cause) you financial 
hardship, 55, 80, 106, 167,190, 320 
as issue to be addressed by next president, 212 
less likely to buy sports utility vehicle due to, 
107 

pass income tax credit for fuel-efficient 
vehicles to deal with increased price, 107 
price in U.S. is higher than in other developed 
countries, 106 

reduce federal gas tax to deal with increased 
price, 107 

rise in, represents temporary' fluctuation or 
permanent change, 80,106, 167, 189 
rising prices handled by Bush, 320 
rising prices handled by Gore, 320 
use government's Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
to combat increase in costs, 56, 107 
what is responsible [list] for increase in, 334 
Gates, Bill 

know name (Gates) of chairman of Microsoft, 
34 

know name (Gates) of richest person in U S., 34 
as most admired man, 431 
opinion of, 148 
Gere. Richard 

make special effort to see, 99 
Germany 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 174 
better off since fall of Berlin Wall, 4 
opinion of, 380 
Ghosts 

believe in, 359 
Gibson, Mel 

make special effort to see, 98 
Global warming 
worry about, 316 
Goldberg, Whoopi 

like most as Academy Awards host, 98 
make special effort to see, 98 


Gold water, Barry 

Gallup analysis of gender gap, Johnson vs., 

159 

Gallup analysis of post-convention “bounce," 
229 

Golf 

fan of, 108 

as favorite sport to watch, 136 
greatest professional player today [list], 108 
how often do you play, 108 
know name of top professional golfer, 34 
which course [list] would you choose to play 
on, 108 

See also Woods, Tiger 
Gonzalez, Elian 

approve of federal agents removing him from 
Miami relatives' home, 128, 130-31, 137 
approve of Justice Department’s decision to 
remove him from Miami home, 137 
approve of sending boy to Cuba to livc with 
father, 11,31,103 

approve of way Bush has handled situation, 131 
approve of way Clinton has handled situation, 

129,131 

approve of way federal agencies have handled 
case, 113 

approve of way Gore has handled situation, 

129,131 

approve of way Justice Department removed 
him from Miami home, 137 
approve of way Miami relatives have handled 

situation, 129,131 

approve ol way news media have handled 
situation, 129 

approve of way Reno has handled situation, 

129.131 

Clinton administration and Justice Department 
deciding case on boy’s best interests or 
relations with Cuba, 104 
Congress should hold hearings into his 
removal from Miami home, 132, 138 
custody concerns or political asylum concerns 
as more important, 137 
feel sympathetic toward Elian, 103—4 
feel sympathetic toward Elian’s father in Cuba, 

104.131 . 
feel sympathetic toward Elian s relatives in 

Miami, 104,131-32 
followed story closely, 31, 103, 130 
government agents used too much force in 
removing him from Miami home, 128, 

131 . . 

government did all it could to settle situation 

without using force, 128 
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government justified in amount of force used 
to remove him from Miami home, 132 
grant him U.S. citizenship or permanent 
resident status, 31-32, 103 
happened to see photos of him being removed 
from Miami home, 129 
happened to see photos of him reunited with 
father, 129 

happened to sec television coverage today 
concerning, 129 

his life in Cuba better than in U.S. if he is 
returned to Cuba, 137-38 
Justice Department should have removed him 
from Miami home earlier. 132 
keeping him in U.S, will worsen relations with 
Cuba, 32 

Miami relatives should be allowed io visit with 
him in Washington, 129 
Miami relatives would have turned him over 
peacefully if authorities had not been 
carrying weapons, 132 

remain in U.S. or live with father in Cuba, 31, 

103,113,128,131 

remove him from Miami relatives home if they 
refuse to turn him over to father. 113-14 
remove him from Miami relatives home il 
they refuse to turn him over to Justice 
Department, 104 

return him to Cuba immediately or after court 
rules on his case, 104, 129 

Gore, A1 „ _- c 

abortion handled by, 242,248, -58, -_ - 
agrees with you on issues, 83, 248, -57, -76 
Gore/Bush advantage, 332 
as best looking, vs. Bradley, Bush, or McCain, 

as best public speaker, vs. Bradley. Bush, or 
bestSense o/humor, vs. Bradley. Bush, or 
belKrfbMo^ontinue good economic limes. 
206 „, 

budget dealt with by, - m 2 58,275 

budget surplus handled by, - * 

Gore/Bush advantage, 3uy 
BusVs or his proposals would cut taxes more, 

campaignfinance reform handled 86 
can get things done in Washington, vs. 

Bradley. 27,36 . 97 

can keep up with chaog.ng i.n « -2 2 

can manage government effectively. 

83 ,142.257, 276 

Gore/Bush advantage, 33- 


can name him as your party’s nominee, 90 
cares about needs of people like you. 31,83, 

142, 248,257, 276 
Gore/Bush advantage, 332,358 
USS Cole situation handled by, 343 
confidence more in Bush or, to make decisions 
about nuclear defense system, 228 
as conservative or liberal, 248, 277 
crime dealt with (handled) by, 23, 86 , 143 
crime handled belter by Clinton or, 262 
death penalty favored by, 203 
death penalty position, vs. Bush, 202 
defense handled by. 248,258, 275, 293 
Democratic convention acceptance speech 
rated. 269 

deserves credit for improvement in economy, 
261-62 

deserves most credit tor good economy, 262 
economic conditions handled better by Clinton 
or, 262 

economy dealt with (handled) by. 23, 85, 143, 
242,248, 258.274-75 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309. 357 
education dealt with (handled) by. 23, 85.143. 
242, 24S, 258.275 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309, 357 
education handled better by Clinton or. 262 
ensuring that next generation can live better 
than parents, 86 

ensuring that poor person can get ahead. 86 
environment dealt with (handled) by, - -. 
242,248 

excited by his choice of Lieberman, 

fact that Lieberman is Jewish will help Go e . 

chances, 253 

favor Bush's or his plan to cut taxes. . 

309 

first thing that comes to mind llist] when you 
think about him, 169 

foreign affairs dealt with (handled) b>, - , - 

143,242.248,275 
fnri’iim trade handled by, 248 
fund raising in 1976 campaign, did somethin,, 

fundSing^n 1996 campaign, followed news 

fund-raising in 1996 campaign, relevant or not. 

Gul/up analysis of Bradley's and his 

Democratic constituencies, „ . 

GtiUitp analysis of “Ihe Clinton faclor and. 

cJllf analysis of closeness of popular vole. 
367 
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Gore, A1 {continued) 

Gallup analysis of differences within voter 
subgroups for, 364-65 

Gallup analysis of gender gap. Bush vs.. 15 A 

166 . 

Gallup analysis of major turning points in 

2000 election, 369-70 
Gallup analysis of personal character and 
issues in New Hampshire primary, 39^ l 
Gallup analysis of presidential race as too 
close to call. 370-71 
Gallup analysis of presidential voter 
preferences, 304-5 

Gallup analysis of reasons for choosing Bush 
or, 295-96 

Gallup analysis of tie with Bush, 284-86 
Gallup analysis of traditional constituent 
groups, 371-72 

gasoline and fuel oil prices handled by, 86, 320 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309 
Elian Gonzalez situation handled by, 129, 131 
aun issue dealt with (handled) by, 23, 85, 143, 
242,248,258,275 

has best (better) chance of beating Republican 
candidate, vs. Bradley, 27,36,49 
has knowledge necessary to be president, 83 
has new ideas, 22 
has new ideas, vs. Bradley, 49 
has personality and leadership qualities a 
president should have, 21,115,237, 247, 
256,303,353 

has strong moral character, 22,83-84 
has vision for the country’s future, 22,83,143, 
248, 257,276 
Gore/Bush advantage, 332 
has vision for the country’s future, vs. Bradley, 
27,36 

health care dealt with (handled) by, 23,85, 

143,242,248,258,275 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309 
homelessness dealt with by, 24 
as honest and trustworthy, 83,248,257,276,354 
Gore/Bush advantage. 332, 358 
if elected, budget would get out of balance, 195 
if elected, economy would get worse, 195 
if elected, liberal activists will have too much 
influence, 196 

if elected, moral values would decline, 196 
if elected, new investigations similar to Clinton 
administration’s, 195 

if elected. Social Security would become less 
sound, 195 

if elected, would go too far in protecting 
environment, 196 


important that he is elected president, 223 
improving country’s moral climate handled by, 

85 

independent in thoughts and actions, vs. 

Bradley, 49 

inspires confidence, 22, 83 

in touch with average American, vs. Bradley, 

27, 36-37 

in touch with average voter, 

Gore/Bush advantage, 357 
job opportunities handled by, 242,248 
job as president handled better by Cli nton or, 262 
know Bush and/or, 90 
know name (Gore) of Vice President, 34 
Lieberman choice reflects favorably on his 
ability to make decisions, 253 
as likeable, 22 

Gore/Bush advantage, 332 
likely to support Bradley or, 33,49, 53,68 
likely to vote for, 236 

likely to vote for, because of his acceptance 
speech at Democratic convention, 270 
likely to vote for, because of his choice of 
Lieberman, 253,269-70 
likely to vole for, because of what you saw ot 
Democratic convention, 269 
likely to vote for, if Clinton were to support 
him, 352 

likely to vote for Bush or, 9, 17, 53-54, 62, 
68-69, 75,77-78, 82-83, 105, 114—15. 
138-39, 181, 197, 223,231 
by gender, 197 

likely to vote for Bush, Buchanan, Browne, 
Nader, Hagelin, Phillips, or, 161 
likely to vote for Bush/Cheney or, 235 
likely to vote for Gore/Lieberman or 
Bush/Cheney, 252, 299-300 
likely to vote for McCain or, 10,54, 62, 69, 

75 

as man of principle or sore loser, 423 
Medicare dealt with (handled) by, 24, 85.143, 
242,248, 258, 275 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309,357 
Middle East crisis handled by, 343 
moral leadership provided better by Clinton or, 

262 

as most admired man, 431 
most like to have dinner with, vs. Bradley, 
Bush, or McCain, 57 

as not too extreme in his political views, _ 
as oldest, vs. Bradley, Bush, or McCain, 
opinion of, 44, 146, 181,247,252,27 , 
353,378,404,422-23 
affected by debates, 326, 332,336, 
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plan to support, for Democratic presidential 
nomination in 2004, 423 
poverty dealt with by, 24 
prescription drugs handled by, 309 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309 
problems of raising children dealt with 
(handled) by, 24, 85 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309 
protecting Americans from privacy invasions, 
handled by, 86 

puts country’s interests ahead of his own, 143, 
277 

race relations handled by, 258 
as reformer, vs. Bradley, 49 
representing interests of women handled by. 85 
satisfied with, as Democratic nominee, 9, 15 
shares your values, 21, 83, 142, 248, 256. 276, 
281 


Gore/Bush advantage, 332, 358 
shares your values (asked of blacks), 281 
as shortest, vs. Bradley, Bush, or McCain, 57 
as sincere in what he says, 

Gore/Bush advantage, 358 
as smartest, vs. Bradley, Bush, or McCain, 57 
Social Security dealt with (handled) by, 24, 85, 
143,242,248,258, 275 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309, 357 


as someone you can respect, 22 
as someone you can trust, vs. Bradley, 27, 37 
as someone you would be proud to have as 
president, 83, 248, 257, 276 
stands up for what he believes in. 22 
as strong and decisive leader, 22, 83, 142. 248, 

257,276 

Gore/Bush advantage, 332, 358 
as strong and decisive leader, vs. Bradley, 49 
2 tallest, vs, Bradley. Bush, or McCain 57 
taxes dealt with (handled) by, 23, 85, 143, -4~ 
248,258, 275,288 
Gore/Bush advantage, 309,357 
ties with Clinton make you feel lavorably 


toward, 261, 352 

too cocky, vs. Bradley, 49 Rndlev 

too much of a Washington insider, vs. Bradley, 

understands complex issues, 22. 143. 248,257, 


ill 

Gore/Bush advantage, 332. 357 
1 Internet to visit his Web site.. 
te for, asked of non-Gore voters. 78 

te for Bradley or, 26, 29 

te for Bush or, for 2004 presidential 


vote for Bush. Buchanan. Nader, or, 139, 181 
197-98, 223 

vote for Bush/Cheney, Buchanan, 

Nader/LaDuke, or, 230-31, 235, 249-50 
vote for Bush/McCain, Buchanan, 
Nader/LaDuke, or, 232 
vote for Gore/Lieberinan, Bush/Cheney, 
Buchanan, or Nader/LaDuke, 251-52 
vote for Gore/Lieberman, Bush/Cheney, 
Buchanan/Foster, or Nader/LaDuke, 251, 
269, 299, 302-3, 315, 323, 325. 331, 342. 
352-53 


voted ior Bush, Nader, another candidate, or. 
397 

wealthy or middle and working classes would 
benefit from hts tax cut plan. 288 
will keep economy strong, vs. Bradley. 27, 36, 
49 

will win election in November, 78, 182, 250 
worthy of office of president, vs. Bradley, 49 
would go too far in protecting environment. 
196 

would have more positive influence on stock 
market, 355 

would make good president, 237, 247 
would move country in right direction, 354 
as youngest, vs, Bradley, Bush, or McCain, 57 
See also Presidential debates; Presidential 


Section dispute 

ripper 

nost admired woman, 431 
iment, federal 

government as biggest threat to country, . 6 
;atisfaction with, as most important 
problem, 191 

und Medicare to include prescription drugs, 
321 

flap analysis of gender and party gapsm 
support for reducing agencies, 361-63 
Idi care better if u reformed system 3 l 
responsibility to make sure all have health 

care coverage, 321 

k of government assistance as worst 

problem facing your community. I n 

,ple running it arc crooked, 216 

i bv few big interests, 216 

isfaction with its step, to solve major issues, 

279 . , . 

ntId be more involved in education— 

eof.a.presidenualcle^o.ns^w- - 
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Government, federal ^continued) 

trust in. to handle domestic problems. 215 . 
trust in, to handle international problems, _ l - 
trust in Executive branch, 216 
trust in Judicial branch, 216 
trust in Legislative branch, 216 
trust in political officeholders, 216 
trying to do too many things, 279 
what government action [list] would iielp 
improve public schools, 241-42 
See abo Internet 
Governors, state 
honesty rating, 388 
Graham, Billy 

as most admired man, 431 

as most admired person in this century, 264 

Grant, Ulysses S. 

as greatest general, 410 
as worst president, 59 
The Grateful Dead 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 

Great Britain 

as ally or enemy ofU.S., 174 
opinion of, 380 
Greece 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 174 
The Green Mile (movie) 

have seen or expect to see, 98 
like to see it win Oscar, 98 
Green Party candidates. See LaDuke, Winona; 

Nader, Ralph 
Greenspan, Alan 

deserves most credit for good economy, 262 
positive state of economy credited more to 
Clinton administration or Federal Reserve 
led by, 206 
Gretzky, Wayne 

as greatest athlete of century, 1 
Giiffey, Ken, Jr. 

as greatest athlete active today, 289 
Guns and gun control 

agree with goals of gun control movement, 119 
availability of guns, way parents raise children, 
or influences of popular culture as cause of 
gun violence, 157 

availability of guns as most important problem. 
192 

Gallup analysis oi gender and party gaps in 
support for assault weapons ban, 361-63 
Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support For licensing of new handguns, 
361-63 

gun issue dealt with (handled) by Bush, 24, 85. 
143,242,248,258, 275 


gun issue dealt with (handled) by Gore, 23, 85, 
143, 242, 248, 258,275 
have gun in your home, 156-57, 327 
have rifle, shotgun, or handgun in your house¬ 
hold, 328 

having gun in house makes it safer place, 327 
hold parents legally responsible if children 
commit crimes with parents’ guns, 127 
impact on nation's policies of gun control 
movement, 119 

as issue to be addressed by next president, 212 
laws covering sale of firearms should be more 
strict, 20, 127, 157 

likely to vote for presidential candidate who 
favors limiting gun purchases, 157 
likely to vote for presidential candidate who 
favors requiring trigger locks on handguns, 
157 

likely to vote for presidential candidate who 
favors stricter registration of handguns, 157 
own any kind of firearm, 157 
own gun for hunting, 328 
own gun for protection against crime, 328 
own gun for target shooting, 328 
own gun personally, 328 
as presidential election issue, 19, 72, 193, 242, 

281 

as presidential election issue (asked of blacks), 
281 

reduce violence by stricter gun law 
enforcement, 20 
registration of all handguns, 20 
total number of guns kept in your house, 328 
as worst problem facing your community, 190 
Gymnastics 

as favorite sport to watch, 136 
as favorite Summer Olympic event, 307 


Hagelin, John 

likely to vote for Gore, Bush, Buchanan, 
Browne, Nader, Phillips, or 161 
used Internet to visit his Web site, 397 
Haley, Bill. See Bill Haley and the Comets 
Halloween 

any children under age 15, 358 

any children wearing costume, 358 

believe in ghosts, 359 

believe in witches, 359 

giving out treats, 358 

what costume will you be wearing, 359 

what costume will your child be wearing, 358-- 

will you be wearing costume, 359 
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Hanks, Tom 

make special effort to see, 98 
Happiness, personal 

how happy would you say you are, 339 
outlook for U.S. for next twenty years as 
optimistic, 339 
Harding, Warren 

as worst president, 59 
Harris, Katherine 
approval rating, 390 
Harry Potter books 

any of your children planning to buy Harry 
Potter and the Goblet of Fire , 214 
any of your children under age 18 planning to 
buy Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. 

214 

any of your children read, 214 
any of your children under age 18 read, 214 
approve or disapprove of, 214 
heard or read about, 214 
Hastert, Dennis 

know name (Hastert) of Speaker of the House, 
34 

Hatch, Omn 

likely to support (combined sample), 7-8 
vote for Bauer, Bush, Forbes, McCain, Keyes, 
or, 7-8,26, 28 
Hate crimes 

Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps m 
support for legislation against, 361-63 

H ea ith 

staying healthy as biggest challenge you face 
today, 192 

Health care .. 

better if government reformed system, -- 
dealt with (handled) by Bush, 24,85. 143,24_, 

248.258.275.309 

dealt with (handled) by Gore, 23, 8a, 143, - 

248.258.275.309 

government should do more to regulate costs, 3-1 
as issue to be addressed by next president _ - 
medical mistakes happened to you recent y. 

102 

as most important problem, 191 

poor, as serious problem lor country', 

as presidential election issue, 18, 7-, 19-- 

as presidential eleciion issue (asked of blacks). 

as priority to Bush admimstration 428 
satisfaction with availability o , - ^ p 

satisfaction with cos. of care 1™"“^ 
satisfaction with doctors an 

with, 312 


satisfaction with quality in this country, 312 
satisfaction with quality you receive. 312 
use budget surplus more for tax cuts and less 
for education and, 318-19 
use budget surplus to reform, 318 
as worst problem facing your community, 190. 
192 

Health insurance 


have coverage through insurance plan. HMO. 
or government, 312 

have traditional insurance policy, HMO, or 
PPO, 312 

as presidential election issue. 18,72 
responsibility of government to make sure all 
have coverage, 321 

satisfaction with your health insurance 
coverage, 312 

satisfaction with your health insurance plan, 
312 

Hendrix. Jimi 

as greatest Rock and Roll star. 265 
Hispanics 

Democratic Party reaching out to, 2S2 
Republican Party reaching out to, 282 
Hitler, Adolf 

identified with what nation, 155 
identified with what nation (asked ot 
teenagers), 141 

HMOs (health maintenance organizations) 
confidence in, 210 
as presidential election issue, 19, 72 


Homelessness 

dealt with by Bush. 25 
dealt with by Gore, 24 

as issue to be addressed by next president. 2U 
as presidential election issue, 19, 72 
as priority for Bush administration, 428 
satisfaction with progress in reducing, - 

as serious problem for country'. 316 

as worst problem lacing your community, l JU 
Homosexuals 

agree with goals of gay/lesbian rights 

movement. 120 , ~ n . 

allow openly gay adults to servo as Bo) Seoul 
leaders, 199 

Gallup analysis of gender and party gap- >" 
support for legalization of civil unions. 


Rovernnwnt policies on gays and lesbians as 


presidential election issue. 19. 72 
impact on nation’s policies of gaydesbu 
rights movement, 119 

Honesty and ethics rating igs-89 

of thirty-two occupations [list|, -b 


in 
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Hope, Bob . QS 

like most as Academy Awards host, JS 

Horse racing 

as favorite sport to watch, 136 

Hospitals . ,. 

wrong treatment or operation while at hospital, 

102 

Houston 

considered safe, , '“ V 

ranked not safe, 299 
Human rights 

increased trade between U.S. and China would 
help or hurt, in China, 154 
Humphrey, Hubert 

Gallup analysis ol gender gap, Nixon vs., 159 
Gallup analysis of post-convention "bounce,” 
229 
Hunger 

as serious problem for country, 316 
Hurricane (movie) 

know name of star of, 34 


Ice hockey 

as favorite sport to watch, 136 
Ice skating 

as favorite sport to watch, 136 
Immigrants 

become productive citizens, 314 
help economy by providing low-cost labor, 314 
illegal, as serious problem for country, 316 
illegal, as worst problem facing your 
community, 191 

take jobs that Americans want, 314 
Immigration 

Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for stopping illegal, 364—63 
should be kept at present level, 314 
Independence, U.S. 

declared in what year, 141 
Independents 

Gallup analysis of independent vote (Bush vs. 
Gore), 255-56 

Gallup analysis of party gap on issues [list], 
362-63 

India 

as ally or enemy of U.S,, 89,174 
opinion of, 89-90,173 
possession of nuclear weapons by, would 
threaten U.S,, 89 

possession of nuclear weapons by, would 
threaten world peace, 89 


Infrastructure 

poor, as worst problem facing your 
community, 190 
The Insider (movie) 

have seen or expect to see, 98 
like to see it win Oscar, 98 
Insurance salesmen 
honesty rating, 389 
Interest rates 

affected any major spending decisions, 185 
affected your decision to buy house or 
automobile, 80 

decided to buy less expensive item as result of, 80 
noticed rise in, in last few months, 185 
International issues 

as most important problem, 191 
Internet 

affected personally by recent problems on, 63 
been to presidential candidate’s Web site on, 
67,396 

been to which presidential candidate’s Web site 
on,397 

concerned about advertisers gathering 
marketing information, 385 
concerned about corporate Web sites gathering 
marketing information, 385 
concerned about government ‘‘tapping into all 
e-mail, 386 

concerned about government “tapping” into 
suspects’ home computer files, 385—86 
concerned about government “tapping” into 
suspects’ Internet usage, 385 
concerned about on-line databases that allow 
subscribers to investigate ordinary 
Americans, 385 

concerned about privacy of personal 
information, 385 

confident that credit card will be secure when 
used on, 63 

Democratic or Republican Party will do better 
job of dealing with privacy matters, 386 
as easy-to-use source for news about Florida 
election controversy, 397 
either been delayed or prevented from getting 
to Web site, 63-64 

enjoying surfing, for news about Florida 
election controversy, 397 
ever bought products or paid for information 

on, 63 

ever used credit card when buying something 
on, 63 

favor legislation to force service providers to 
turn over e-mail records as court evidence, 

386 
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followed privacy issues, 385 
followed stories about computer hackers, 63 
government should do more to ensure privacy 
on-line, 386 

government should pay more attention to 
privacy matters, 386 

helping you to be better voter this year, 67 
as important source of news about Florida 
election controversy, 409 
influence of, as cause of gun violence, 157 
likely to use, for Christmas shopping, 388 
plan to get news about political conventions 
from, 225 

positive stale of economy credited to, 206 
as reliable source for news about Florida 
election controversy, 397 
stories about computer hackers have made you 
less likely to give personal information on 

Web site, 44 

stories about computer hackers have made you 
less likely to use, 64 

stories about computer hackers have made you 
less likely to use credit card, 64 
as up-to-date source for news about Florida 
election controversy, 397 
used to donate money to presidential 

candidates, 67, 396 , 

used to find out information about candidates 

positions, 396 

used to follow news about presidential 
campaign, 67, 396 

used to look up information about electio 


Iran 

as ally or enemy of U S., 174 
Iraq 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 174 
opinion of, 380 

IRS (Internal Revenue Service) 

does good job collecting nation’s taxes, 118 
opinion of, 118 
Israel 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 174 

Arab nations and. will be able to live in peace, 

57 

concerned that recent events will lead to war 
between Palestinian Arabs and, 341 
favor establishment of Palestinian state on 
West Bank and Gaza Strip territory 
occupied by, 211 

followed recent Middle East situation 
involving Palestinians and. 340-41 
know name of prime minister of, 34 
opinion of, 57, 173 
peaceful solution to Palestinian-lsraeli 
situation as U.S. foreign policy goal. 57. 
211 

U.s~ should take Israel’s or Palestinian Arabs’ 

side in conflict, 57,211 
your sympathies more with Israelis or 
Palestinian Arabs, 57,211,341 

Ualj/ 174 
as ally or enemy of U.S , iw 


controversy, 396 
used to look up information about clean 
controversy how ofien* 396 
used to look up information about presidents 

usedTotend e-mail to presidential candidate. 

used » visit Chat rooms atom status ol 
presidential election, 390 
use regularly, ^85 


""re vote over Internet or in person if it 
were avaibbleinyour 5 Jc m your 

more likely to vote il it were, a 

m oreTu^ 9 o 8 fraud than traditional methods. 


398 . iiirpmei will be 

voting for president via In* 

dominant method-3'^ be 

voting lor president \ i ■ . future, 

dominant method how long 

397 


J 

Jackson. Michael - 

as greatest Rock and Roll star. _6_ 

lnpo^r Mick * , ~ 

~as greatest Rock and Roll star, -63 

J a P al1 .ft n 174 

as ally or enemy of u s., i 
opinion of, 380 

Jefferson. Thomas 

as greatest president, - <• 

Jenner. Bruce 

as greatest athlete ol century, 

Ir 

Jews . - __ nr( » as p r oiestant, Roman 

vour religious prclerence a 

' Catholic. Orthodox, or. )b 
See also Lieberman. Joe 


Jobs 

creating opportunities 

242, 248 

creating opportunities 

242. 248 


for. handled by Bush, 
for. handled by Gore. 
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Jobs (continued) 

creating opportunities for, as presidential 
election issue. 243 

immigrants take jobs that Americans want, 314 
keeping your job as biggest challenge you face 
today, 192 
Joel, Billy 

as greatest Rock and Roll star. 265 
John, Elton 

as greatest Rock and Roil star, 265 
John Paul II 

as most admired man. 431 
as most admired person in this century', 264 
Johnson, Lyndon 

Gallup analysis of approval rating in 
December oi last year in office, 422 
Gallup analysts of gender gap, Goldwater vs., 
159 

Gallup analysis of post-convention “bounce,” 
229 

as greatest president since WWII, 263-64 
Johnson, Michael 

as greatest athlete active today. 2S9 
Jones, Tommy Lee 

make special effort to see, 99 
Jordan 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 175 
Jordan. Michael 

as greatest athlete active today, 289 
as greatest athlete of century, 1 
Journalists 

honesty rating, 389 
Joyner, Florence Griffith 

as greatest athlete of century, 1 
Joyner-Kersee. Jackie 

as greatest athlete of century', 1 
Judges 

honesty rating, 388 

Justice Department, See Gonzalez, Elian; 
Microsoft Corporation 

K 

Keller, Helen 

as most admired person in this century, 264 
Kennedy, John F. 

Gallup analysis of gender gap, Nixon vs., 159 
as greatest president, 58 
as greatest president since WWII, 263-64 
as most admired person in this century, 264 
Keyes, Alan 

can get things done in Washington, vs. Bauer. 

Bush. Forbes, or McCain, 35 
did best job in South Carolina debate between 
Bush. McCain, and. 61 


has best chance of beating Democratic 
candidate, vs. Bauer, Bush, Forbes, or 
McCain, 35 

has best plan for cutting taxes, vs. Bauer, Bush, 
Forbes, or McCain, 36 

has vision for the country’s future, vs. Bauer, 
Bush, Forbes, or McCain, 35 
in touch with average American, vs. Bauer, 
Bush, Forbes, or McCain, 36 
likely to support (combined sample), 7-8 
likely to support Bauer, Bush, Forbes, McCain, 
or, 32-33 

likely to support Bush, McCain, or, 53,62, 68, 
74-75 

likely to support Bush. McCain, Forbes, or, 

44 

as someone you can trust, vs. Bauer, Bush, 
Forbes, or McCain, 36 

vote for Bauer, Bush, Forbes, McCain, Hatch, 
or, 7-8,26,28 

vote for Bush, McCain, or, 50, 59 
watched debate in South Carolina between 
Bush, McCain, and, 60-61 
will keep economy strong, vs. Bauer, Bush, 
Forbes, or McCain, 35 
would improve moral standards, vs. Bauer, 
Bush, Forbes, or McCain, 36 
King, Larry 

watched Republican debate in South Carolina 
moderated by, 60-61 
King, Martin Luther, Jr. 

as most admired person in this century, 264 
Knight, Bob 

seen or heard about incident in which he 
grabbed player by throat, 150 
should be fired, 150 
Korean War 

U.S. made mistake in going into, 194 
U.S. won or lost, 194 


Labor, organized 

big labor as biggest threat to country, 360 
confidence in, 209 
Labor union leaders 
honesty rating, 389 
LaDuke, Winona 

vote lor Gore, Bush/Cheney, Buchanan, or 
Nader/LaDuke, 230-31, 235,249-50 
vote for Gore, Bush/McCain. Buchanan, or 
Nader/LaDuke, 232 

vote for Gore/Lie berm an, Bush/Cheney, 
Buchanan, or Nader/LaDuke, 251-52 
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vote for Gore/Lieberman, Bush/Cheney, 

Buchanan/Foster, or Nader/LaDuke, 261,269, 
299,302-3, 315, 323,325, 331,342, 352-53 
Lawyers 

honesty rating, 389 
Led Zeppelin 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
Lee, Robert E. 

as greatest general, 410 
Lennon,John 

as greatest Rock and Roll star, 265 
Leno, Jay 

as important source of news about Florida 
election controversy, 409 
know name (Leno) of host of “The Tonight 
Show," 34 
Letterman, David 

as important source of news about Florida 
election controversy, 409 
like most as Academy Awards host, 98 
Lewinsky, Monica 

charge Clinton in court when he leaves office, 188 
disbar Clinton for “false” testimony when he 
leaves office, 188 

favor Lieberman as outspoken critic of Clinton 
during Lewinsky controversy, 253-54 
Lewis, Carl 

as greatest athlete of century, 1 
Liberals 

Bush as conservative or liberal, 248 
Gore as conservative or liberal, 248 
liberal activists will have too much influence it 
Gore is elected, 196 

Libertarian Party candidate. See Browne, Harry 
Lieberman, Joe 

excited by Gore’s choice of, 254 
fact that he’s Jewish makes people in your area 
more in favor of him, 253 
fact that he’s Jewish makes you more in lavor 

of him, 253 

fact that he’s Jewish will help Gore’s chances, 
253 

favor him as outspoken critic of Clinton during 
Lewinsky controversy, 253-54 
Gore’s choice of, reflects favorably on his 
ability to make decisions, 253 
likely to vote for Gore because ot his choice 
of, 253,269-70 

likely to vote for Gore/Lieberman or 
Bush/Cheney, 252,299-300 
opinion of, 252, 311,406 
qualified to serve as president, 253 
rated as Gore’s choice for vice president, 

253 


vote for Gore/Lieberman, Bush/Cheney, 
Buchanan, or Nader/LaDuke, 251-52 
vole for Gore/Lieberman, Bush/Cheney, 

Buchanan/Foster, or Nader/LaDuke, 251,269, 
299,302-3,315,323,325,331,342,352-53 
Lifestyle 

do anything daily to keep Fit, 5 
lack of time as biggest challenge you face 
today, 192 

living alone as biggest challenge you face 
today, 192 

what time do you get up on Saturdays, 5 
what time do you get up on weekdays, 4—5 
Lincoln, Abraham 

as greatest president, 58 
as worst president, 59 
Littleton. Colorado, school shootings 

become more involved in your children’s 
school (asked of parents), 126 
concerned more about your child’s safety 
today (asked of parents), 126 
find out about security measures at your 
children’s school (asked of parents), 126 
government and society can take action to 
prevent, 126 

likely to happen in your community, 126 
schools have gone too far to prevent acts of 
violence (asked of parents). 127 
schools have taken steps to prevent acts of 
violence (asked of parents), 127 
spoken to your children about not making fun 
of unpopular students (asked of parents). 

126 

supervised your children’s activities more 
closely (asked of parents), 126 
Los Alamos nuclear secrets controversy 

believe that nuclear secrets were stolen, 208 
Energy Secretary Richardson should resign 
because of, 208 
followed closely, 207 
how serious a problem is it, 207-8 
Los Angeles 

considered safe, 298 
ranked not safe, 299 
Louis, Joe 

as greatest athlete of century, 1 
Lower class 

you belong in, 288 
Lynyrd Skynyrd 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 

M 

MacArthur, Douglas 

as greatest general. 410 
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Mandela, Nelson 

as most admired man, 431 
as most admired person in this century, 264 
Marijuana 

possession of small amounts of, treated as 
criminal offense, 414 
use of. should he made legal, 414 
McCain, John 

agrees with you on issues, vs. Bush, 70 
attacked by Bush unfairly, 60 
attacking Bush unfairly, 60 
as best looking, vs. Gore, Bradley, or Bush, 57 
as best public speaker, vs. Gore, Bradley, or 
Bush, 57 

best sense of humor, vs. Gore, Bradley, or 
Bush, 57 

blame his or Bush’s campaign for negative 
primary' in South Carolina. 50 
can get things done in Washington, vs. Bauer, 
Bush, Forbes, or Keyes. 35 
can get things done in Washington, vs. Bush, 26 
certain to support, 60 

did best job in South Carolina debate between 
Bush. Keyes, and, 61 
Gallup analysis of personal character and 
issues in New Hampshire primary, 39-41 
goes too far in criticizing opponents, vs. Bush, 
70 

has best plan for cutting taxes, vs. Bauer, Bush, 
Forbes, or Keyes, 36 

has better (best) chance of beating Democratic 
candidate, vs. Bauer. Bush, Forbes, or 
Keyes, 35 

has better (best) chance of beating Democratic 
candidate, vs. Bush, 26,46,60 
has necessary experience to be good president, 
vs Bush, 60 

has new ideas, vs. Bush. 47 
has vision for the country’s future, vs. Bauer, 
Bush, Forbes, or Keyes, 35 
has vision for the country'’s future, vs. Bush 
26,60 

independent in thoughts and actions, vs. Bush 
47 

in touch with average American, vs, Bauer, 
Bush, Forbes, or Keyes, 36 
in touch with average American, vs. Bush, 26 
likely to support (combined sample), 7-8 ’ 

likely to support Bauer, Bush, Forbes. Keyes, 
or, 32-33 

likely to support Bush, Forbes, Keyes, or, 44 

likely to support Bush, Keyes, or, 53, 62,68 
74-75 

likely to vote for Bradley or, 10, 54 


likely to vote for Bush if he named McCain as 
running mate, 139 

likely to vote for Gore or, 10, 54, 62, 69, 75 
most like to have dinner with, vs. Gore, 
Bradley, or Bush, 57 
not a real Republican, vs. Bush, 70 
not atypical politician, vs. Bush, 70 
as oldest, vs. Gore, Bradley, or Bush, 57 
opinion of, 44, 146, 231 
as person you admire, vs. Bush, 60 
as reformer, vs. Bush, 47, 60, 70 
says one thing and does another, vs. Bush, 70 
as shortest, vs. Gore, Bradley, or Bush, 57 
as sincere and authentic, vs. Bush, 70 
as smartest, vs. Gore, Bradley, or Bush, 57 
as smug, vs. Bush, 70 
as someone you can trust, vs. Bauer, Bush, 
Forbes, or Keyes, 36 
as someone you can trust, vs. Bush, 26 
as someone you would be proud to have as 
president, vs. Bush, 70 

as strong and decisive leader, vs. Bush, 47, 70 
as tallest, vs. Gore, Bradley, or Bush, 57 
too close to religious right, vs. Bush, 70 
too cocky, vs. Bush, 46 

too much of a Washington insider, vs. Bush, 47 
vote for Bauer, Bush. Forbes, Hatch, Keyes, 
or, 7-8,26, 28 

vote for Bush, Keyes, or, 50, 57 
vote for Gore, Bush/McCain, Buchanan, or 
Nader/LaDuke, 232 

watched debate in South Carolina between 
Bush, Keyes, and, 60-61 
will keep economy strong, vs. Bauer, Bush, 
Forbes, or Keyes, 35 

will keep economy strong, vs. Bush, 26, 47 
worthy of office of president, vs. Bush, 47 
would improve moral standards, vs. Bauer, 
Bush, Forbes, or Keyes, 36 
would work with both parties to get things 
done, vs. Bush, 70 

as youngest, vs. Gore, Bradley, or Bush, 57 
McCartney, Paul 

as greatest Rock and Roll star, 265 
McGovern, George 

Gallup analysis of gender gap, Nixon vs., 159 
Gallup analysis of post-convention “bounce," 
229 

McGwire, Mark 

as greatest athlete active today, 289 
as greatest athlete of century, 1 
McVeigh, Timothy 

responsibility for Oklahoma City bombing 
limited to Nichols and, 125 


460 


INDEX 


Medical system 
confidence in, 209 
Medicare 

dealt with (handled) by Bush, 25, 85, 143, 242, 
248, 258, 275, 309, 357 
dealt with (handled) by Gore, 24, 85, 143,242, 
248, 258, 275, 309, 357 
expand to include coverage of prescription 
drugs, 321 

as issue to be addressed by next president, 212 
as most important problem, 191 
as presidential election issue, 18,72, 243, 280 
as presidential election issue (asked oi blacks), 
280 

as priority for Bush administration, 428 
Memorial Day 

[list of reasons] why we celebrate, 165 
will be attending picnic, 166 
will be going to beach, 166 
will be going to parade, 165 
will be going shopping, 166 
will be going somewhere else as vacation day, 
166 

will be going to veteran’s cemetery, 165 
will be staying around house, 166 
will be working, 166 
Men 

Gallup analysis of gender gap on issues [list], 
362 

Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for gender preferences, 361-63 
Gallup analysis of vote for president by 
gender, 159-61 

look for bride who is pretty or has money, 373 
most admired man [list], 43! 

See also Father 
Metallica 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 266 
Mexico 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 175 
Miami 

considered safe, 298 
ranked not safe, 299 
Microsoft Corporation 

breakup would help or hurt computer industry, 
149 

breakup would help or hurt consumers, 149 
breakup would help or hurt economy, 140, 149 
changed your Microsoft software because oi I 
Love You” virus, 178 
favor actions by government to break up, 
148—49 

followed news about Justice Department 
lawsuit against, 148 


know name of chairman of, 34 
as monopoly or not, 148 
opinion of, 148 
Middle class 

would benefit from Bush’s tax cut plan, 288 
would benefit from Gore’s tax cut plan, 288 
you belong in, 288 
Middle East 

what happens in, as important to U.S., 186 
Middle East situation 

concerned that recent events will lead to war 
between Israel and Palestinian Arabs, 341 
favor establishment of Palestinian state on 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 211 
favor establishment of Palestinian state on 
West Bank and Gaza Strip territory 
occupied by Israel, 211 
followed closely, 340-41 
handled better by Gore or Bush, 343 
Israel and Arab nations will be able to live in 
peace, 57 

peaceful solution to Palestinian-Israeli 

situation as U.S. foreign policy goal, 57. 211 
as presidential election issue, 356 
U.S. should take Israel’s or Palestinian Arabs’ 
side, 57,211 

your sympathies more with Israelis or 
Palestinian Arabs, 57,211, 341 
Military 

amount government should spend for, 286 
armed forces’ morale as high. 286-87 
better prepared these days, 286 
confidence in, 208 
as most important problem, 192 
as presidential election issue, 19,72 
as priority for Bush administration, 428 
Miller, Dennis 

approve oi hiring him as “Monday Night 
Football" broadcaster, 291 
Milosevic, Slobodan 

favor U.S. aid to Yugoslavia if he is removed 
from power. 334 

followed news about election of, 333 
Minimum wage 

Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for raising, 361 -63 
Minneapolis 

considered safe, 299 
ranked not safe, 299 
Minorities 

Democratic Party reaching out to, 282 
minority issues as priority for Bush 
administration, 428 
Republican Party reaching out to, 282 
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Miss America pageant 

how interested are you in watching. 338 
judge contestants on looks or talent and 
intelligence* 338 

would encourage daughter if she wanted to 
enter, 338 

Missile defense system 

confidence more in Gore or Bush to make 
decisions about, 22S 

followed possibility of U.S. building, 227—2S, 
293 

government should spend money to build. 172. 
228,293 

U.S. should develop ground- and space-based, 
172 

Mondale, Walter 

Gallup analysis of gender gap, Reagan vs., 159 
Gallup analysis of post-convention “bounce." 229 
“Monday Night Football" (television show) 

approve of hiring Dennis Miller as broadcaster 
on, 291 

how often do you watch, 291 
Montana, Joe 

as greatest athlete of century, 1 
Morals and morality 

decline in, as worst problem facing your 
community, 190, 192 

improving country’s moral climate handled by 
Bush, 85 

improving country's moral climate handled by 
Gore, 85 

moral leadership provided better by Gore or 
Clinton, 262 

moral standards improved best by Bauer, 

Bush, Forbes, Keyes, or McCain, 36 
moral standards as presidential election issue, 
18,72 

moral values would decline if Bush is elected, 
196 

moral values would decline if Gore is elected, 
196 

as most important problem, 191 
satisfaction with moral values of this country, 
204 

See also Ethics 
Mother 

father or. had greater influence on your life, 150 
had positive or negative influence on you 
151 

have shown enough appreciation to, 151 
your family appreciates you enough {asked of 
mothers). 151 

your relationship today with* as positive or 
negative, 151 


Mother’s Day 

which Hist] are your family likely to do for you 
on (asked of mothers), 151 
Mother Teresa 

as most admired person in this century. 264 
Movies 

Academy Awards show should include 

performances of Best Songs nominated, 98 
any actors or actresses you make special effort 
to see, 98 

attended how many, in theater in past twelve 
months, 98 

influence of, as cause of gun violence, 157 
like Carson, Crystal, Goldberg, Hope, or 
Letterman as Academy Awards host, 98 
like to see win Oscar for Best Picture [list], 98 
names of actors or actresses you make special 
effort to see [list], 98-99 
Muhammad Ali 

as greatest athlete of century, 1 


Nader, Ralph 

likely to vote for, 236 
likely to vote for Gore, Bush, Buchanan, 
Browne, Hagelin, Phillips, or, 161 
opinion of, 182 

used Internet to visit his Web site, 397 
vote for Gore, Bush, Buchanan, or, 139, 181, 
197-98, 223 

vote for Gore, Bush/Cheney, Buchanan, or 
Nader/LaDuke, 230-31, 235, 249-50 
vote for Gore, Bush/McCain, Buchanan, or 
Nader/LaDuke, 232 

vote for Gore/Lieberman, Bush/Cheney, 
Buchanan, or Nader/LaDuke, 251-52 
vote for Gore/Lieberman, Bush/Cheney, 
Buchanan/Foster, or Nader/LaDuke, 251, 
269, 299,302-3, 315, 323, 325,331, 342, 
352-53 

voted for Bush. Gore, another candidate, or, 397 
your second choice after Nader for president, 365 
Natural gas 

used to heat your home, 56 
Natural Law Party candidate. See Hagelin, John 
News media 

approve of way they have handled presidential 
election results, 377 
biased in favor of Gore or Bush, 399 
fascinated or ’ed up with coverage of Florida 
election situation, 399 
favor one political party over the other, 408 
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favor Republicans or Democrats, 408 
First Amendment as document guaranteeing 
free press, 141 
get facts straight, 408 
Elfan Gonzalez situation handled by, 129 
paying too much attention to Florida election 
situation, 399 
See also by type 
Newspaper reporters 
honesty rating, 389 
Newspapers 

confidence in, 209 

enjoy reading, for news about Florida election 
controversy, 397 

as easy-to-use source for news about Florida 
election controversy, 397 
local, as important source of news about 
Florida election controversy, 408 
national, as important source of news about 
Florida election controversy, 408 
recycled, 122 

as reliable source for news about Florida 
election controversy, 397 
as up-to-date source for news about Florida 
election controversy, 397 
See also Comic strips 

New Year’s Eve. See Terrorism; Y2K computer 
problem 
New* York City 

considered safe, 298 
ranked not safe, 299 
New York Times 

as important source of news about Florida 
election controversy, 408 
Nichols, Terry 

responsibility for Oklahoma City bombing 
limited to McVeigh and, 125 
Nicholson, Jack 

make special effort to see, 99 
Nicklaus, Jack 

as greatest professional golfer today. 108 
Woods or, as better golfer, 109 
Nixon, Richard 

Gallup analysis of gender gap, Humphrey vs., 
159 

Gallup analysis of gender gap, Kennedy vs., 
159 

Gallup analysis of gender gap, McGovern vs., 
159 

Gallup analysis of post-convention bounce, 
229 

as greatest president, 58 

as greatest president since WWII, 263-64 

as worst president, 58 


North Korea 

as ally or enemy of U S., i 75 
opinion of, 380 

NRA (National Rifle Association) 
opinion of, 157 
See also Guns and gun control 
Nuclear war 

U.S. will get into, within ten years, 176 
Nuclear weapons 

likely that other countries will use against each 
other within ten years, 176 
likely that terrorists will explode nuclear bomb 
in U.S. within ten years, 176 
likely that U.S. will be attacked by country' 
using, within ten years, 176 
possession of by China w'ould threaten U.S., 

92 

possession of by China would threaten world 
peace, 92 

possession of by India would threaten U.S., 89 
possession of by India would threaten world 
peace, 89 

possession of by Pakistan would threaten U.S., 
89 

possession of by Pakistan would threaten 
world peace, 89 

possession of by Russia would threaten U.S., 
101 

possession of by Russia would threaten world 
peace, 101 

possession of by Taiwan would threaten U.S,, 
92 

possession of by Taiwan would threaten world 
peace, 92 
Nurses 

honesty rating, 388 

satisfaction with nurses you deal with, 312 


O’Connor, Sandra Day 

as most admired woman, 431 
Officeholders, local 
honesty rating, 388 
Officeholders, political 
trust in, 216 
Officeholders, slate 
honesty rating, 389 
Oil 

assist the poor affected by increase in prices. 
56 

Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for exploration in Alaska. 361—63 
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Oil (i continued ) 

See also Diesel oil prices; Fuel oil; Gasoline 
prices 

Oklahoma City bombing (1995) 

responsibility for, limited to Nichols and 
McVeigh. 125 

worried that you will become victim of 

W 

terrorist attack similar to, 125 
Olympics. See Summer Olympics 
Onassis, Jacqueline Kennedy 

as most admired person in this century, 264 
O'Neal, Shaquille 

as greatest athlete active today, 289 
Osbourne. Ozzy 

as greatest Rock and Roll star, 265 
Overcrowding 

growth and, as worst problem facing your 
community. 190,192 
Owens, Jesse 

as greatest athlete of century, 1 
Ozone layer 

wonry about damage to, 316 


Pacino, AJ 

make special effort to see, 98 
Pakistan 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 89.175 
opinion of. 89, 173 

possession of nuclear weapons by, would 
threaten U.S., 89 

possession of nuclear weapons by, would 
threaten world peace, 89 
Palestinian Arabs 

concerned that recent events will lead to war 
between Israel and, 341 
favor establishment of Palestinian state on 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 211 
favor establishment of Palestinian state on 
West Bank and Gaza Strip territory 
occupied by Israel, 211 
followed recent Middle East situation 
involving Israel and, 340-41 
Israel and, will be able to live in peace, 57 
peaceful solution to Palestinian-Israeli 

situation as U.S. foreign policy goal, 57,211 
U.S. should take Israel’s or Palestinian Arabs’ 
side in conflict, 57, 211 

your sympathies more with Israelis or, 57 211 
341 

Palestinian Authority 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 175 
opinion of, 58 


Palmer, Arnold 

as greatest professional golfer today, 108 
Parents 

being single parent as biggest challenge you 
face today, 192 

hold them legally responsible if children 
commit crimes with parents’ guns, 127 
lack of parental supervision as worst problem 
facing your community, 191 
way they raise children as cause of gun 
violence, 157 
Patton, George 

as greatest general, 410 
Payton, Walter 

as greatest athlete of century, 1 
“Peanuts” comic strip 
fan of, 48 

who is your favorite character (asked of fans), 48 
Pets 

have cat or dog, 5 
Pharmacists 

honesty rating, 388 

wrong prescription or dosage by pharmacy, 102 
Philadelphia 

considered safe, 298 
ranked not safe, 299 
Philbin, Regis 

know name (Philbin) of host of “Who Wants to 
Be a Millionaire?” 34 
seen quiz show hosted by, 65 
Phillips, Howard 

likely to vote for Gore, Bush, Buchanan, 
Browne, Nader, Hagelin, or, 161 
used Internet to visit his Web site, 397 
Physical fitness 

do anything daily to keep fit, 5 
Pink Floyd 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
Plant, Robert 

as greatest Rock and Roll star, 265 
Police and policemen 

any police brutality in your area, 301 
called police for help, 30! 
confidence in, 209, 300-301 
have been arrested, 301 
have been detained, 301 
have received speeding ticket, 301 
honesty rating, 388 
inform person when arrested of his 
constitutional rights, 200 
respect for, in your area, 301 
Political conventions. See Democratic National 
Convention; Republican National 
Convention 
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Politics 

politicians and, as worst problem facing your 
community, 191 
Pollution 

as worst problem facing your community, 19] 
See also Environment 
Poor people 

assist the poor affected by increase in oil 
prices, 56 

ensuring that poor person can get ahead, 
handled by Bush, 86 
ensuring that poor person can get ahead, 
handled by Gore, 86 

satisfaction with opportunity for poor person to 
get ahead, 204 
See also Poverty 

Potter, Harry. See Harry Potter books 
Poverty 

dealt with by Bush, 25 
dealt with by Gore, 24 

as issue to be addressed by next president, 212 
as most important problem. 191 
as presidential election issue, 19,72 
satisfaction with progress in reducing, 204 
as worst problem facing your community, 190 
See also Poor people 
Powell, Colin 

as greatest general, 410 
as most admired man, 431 
opinion of, 231, 421 
Prayer in public schools 

allow daily prayer to be spoken, 200 
allow schools to display Ten Commandments. 
200 

allow students to say prayers at graduation 
ceremonies, 200 

bring back, as government action to help 
improve public schools, 241 
Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for, 361-63 

make school facilities available after hours lor 
student religious groups, 200 
teach creationism along with evolution. 200 
teach creationism instead of evolution, 200 
use Bible in literature classes, 200 
Presidency 

confidence in, 209 
greatest presidents [list], 58 
greatest presidents since WWII [list], 263-64 
worst presidents [list], 58-59 
Presidential candidates 

any candidate running who would make a good 
president, 15 

been to Web site on Internet of, 67 


character and integrity as election issue, 19, 72 
ever not voted for candidate because of his 
selection of vice president, 226-27 
ever voted for candidate because of his 
selection of vice president, 226 
Gallup analysis of issues referendum, 361-63 
gender gap on twenty issues, 362 
party gap on twenty issues, 362-63 
Gallup analysis of personal character and 
issues in New Hampshire primary, 39-41 
Gallup analysis of voters’ attention to 
presidential race, 328-29 
happened to vote for president on November 7, 
397 

how much thought have you given to 
upcoming election, 350 
importance of where candidates stand on 
issues or their leadership skills and vision, 
15, 86, 236, 324, 353 

issues [list] important to you when you vote, 
18-19, 72 

See also by topic such as Abortion 
issues [list] to be addressed by next president, 
212 

likely to vote for candidate who favors limiting 
gun purchases, 157 

likely to vote for candidate who favors 
requiring trigger locks on handguns. 157 
likely to vote for candidate who favors stricter 
registration of handguns, 157 
made up your mind about whom you will vote 
for, 161 

makes a difference who is elected, 15 
more enthusiastic about voting than usual, 342 
outcome of this year’s election matters more 
than in previous years, 342^13 
positions on foreign affairs as issue influencing 
your vote, 243 

positions on foreign trade as issue influencing 
your vote, 243 

positions on national defense as issue 
influencing your vote. 243 
positions on stock market as issue influencing 
your vote, 355 

talking about issues you care about. 342 
used Internet to donate money to, 67, 396 
used Internet to find out information about 
campaign, 396 

used Internet to follow news about issues, 

396 

used Internet to look up information about. 67 
used Internet to look up information about 
Florida election controversy, 396 
used Internet to send e-mail to, 396 
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Presidential candidates (continued) 

used Internet to visit chat rooms about status of 
election, 396 

voted for Bush, Gore, Nader, or another, 397 
See also by name; Internet voting 
Presidential debates 

Bush has intelligence and knowledge to be 
good president, 337 
Bush's job in, rated, 326,336, 345 
changed your vote as result of, 326 
Gore has honesty and trustworthiness to be 
good president, 337 

Gore or Bush agreed with you more on issues, 
336,346 

Gore or Bush did better job in, 326, 335, 345 
Gore or Bush did better job of directly 
answering questions, 346 
Gore or Bush expressed himself more clearly, 
336, 346 

Gore or Bush was more believable, 337, 346 
Gore or Bush was more in touch with average 
voter, 346 

Gore or Bush was more likeable. 336, 346 
Gore or Bush was more unfair in criticizing his 
opponent, 337,346 
Gore's job in, rated, 326,335-36, 345 
likely you will watch, 324 
more certai n of your vote for Bush, 336 
more certain of your vote for Gore, 336 
more confident that Bush can handle job of 
president, 327 

more confident that Gore can handle job of 
president, 326-27 

opinion of Bush affected by, 326, 332,336,345 
opinion of Gore affected bv, 326,332, 336. 

345 

watched how much of, 326, 345 
Presidential election dispute 

accept Bush as legitimate president if declared 
winner, 374,383,391,405.416 
accept Bush as legitimate president now that 
he has been declared winner, 419.424 
asked of blacks, 424 

accept Gore as legitimate president if declared 
winner, 374, 383,390,405 
accept U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to stop 
manual vote recounts in Florida, 419 
accept U.S. Supreme Court’s Florida recount 
ruling as legitimate outcome, 411 
agree with U.S. Supreme Court decision that 
ended Florida vote recount, meaning Bush 
will be next president, 415-16 
allow Palm Beach County more time to 
complete recount, 391 


amend Constitution so presidential candidate 
with most votes nationwide wins, 375 
approve of Florida legislature selecting Bush’s 
electors, 412 

approve of Florida legislature selecting Bush’s 
electors if courts rule in favor of Gore’s 
challenge, 403 

approve of Florida legislature selecting Bush’s 
electors if winner is not settled by deadline, 
403 

approve of Gore contesting Florida election 
results, 391 

approve of Gore’s legal action to require that 
Florida’s hand recounts be included in final 
vote count, 382 

approve of way Bush has handled election 
results, 376, 382,390,405, 
approve of way Gore has handled election 
results, 376, 382, 390,405 
approve of way Harris has handled election 
results, 390 

approve of way news media have handled 
election results, 376 

black voters less likely to have their votes 
counted fairly in Florida, 425-26 
asked of blacks, 425-26 
bothered that court decisions may determine 
Florida outcome, 383,412 
Bush’s postelection statements have made you 
more confident in his ability to serve as 
president, 419, 424 
asked of blacks, 424 
Bush should concede, 402-3 
Bush will work hard to represent interests of 
black Americans, 425 
asked of blacks, 425 

Bush won fair and square or stole election, 419, 
424 

asked of blacks, 424 

cable news networks as important sources for 
news about, 409 

confident that Florida election process will 
produce fair outcome, 381-82 
confused by recent court rulings regarding 
Florida election, 413 
consider Gore or Bush the real winner in 
Florida, 391 

consider yourself supporter of Bush, 419,424 
asked of blacks, 424 

as constitutional crisis, 373-74,382,390,396,412 
controversy makes U.S. look bad, 374 
country more deeply divided on major issues 
this year, 420,425 
asked of blacks, 425 
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disastrous for country if candidate you did not 
support ends up as president, 383 
enjoy watching television, surfing Internet, or 
reading newspaper for news about. 397 
fascinated or fed up with news coverage of 
Florida election situation, 399 
favor Florida court decision to recount by hand 
all ballots in Miami-Dade County, 403 
favor Florida court decision to recount by hand 
disputed ballots in Miami-Dade County, 403 
favor having Florida counties recount votes by 
hand, 374 

feel angry that Bush has been declared winner 
(will be next president), 416, 420,425 
asked of blacks, 425 

feel bitter that Bush has been declared winner, 
420, 424 

asked of blacks, 424 
feel cheated that Bush has been declared 
winner, 420,425 
asked of blacks, 425 
feel disappointed that Bush will be next 
president, 416 

feel pleased that Bush has been declared 

winner (will be next president), 416,419,424 
asked of blacks, 424 
feel relieved that Bush has been declared 
winner, 420,424 
asked of blacks, 424 
feel thrilled that Bush has been declared 

winner (will be next president), 416,419,424 
asked of blacks, 424 

Florida Supreme Court justices influenced by 
personal political views when deciding 
recount case, 412 

following controversy concerning, 373, 390, 396 
fraud involved in Florida election. 426 
asked of blacks, 426 

Gore or Bush will become next president, 413 
Gore or Bush would have most votes ii U.S. 
Supreme Court had allowed vote recount to 
continue in Florida, 419 
Gore or Bush would have won in Florida if 
every voter had properly cast vote. 403 
Gore should concede, 374, 391,402, 412. 

416 

hand recount or machine recount as more 
accurate, 382 

happened to vote on November 7, 397 
harm done to U.S. as result of, 391,426 
asked of blacks, 426 

include Florida recounts by hand in final vole 
total, 381 

Internet as important source for news about, 409 


late-night talk shows as important source of 
news about, 409 

less likely to vote in next presidential election. 
378 

local newspapers as important source for news 
about, 408 

local television news as important source for 
news about, 409 

lose confidence in U.S. Supreme Court for 
ending Florida vote recount, 416 
morning network news programs as important 
source for news about, 408 
national newspapers as important source for 
news about, 408 

news media biased in favor of Gore or Bush, 
399 

news media paying too much attention to 
Florida election situation, 399 
nightly network news programs as important 
source for news about, 408 
pass laws to establish same ballots in all slates. 
374 

possible to ever get accurate count in Florida, 
382 

prefer Gore or Bush to be next president. 391, 
405,413 

radio talk shows as important source for news 
about, 409 

Sunday morning television news programs as 
important source for news about, 409 
system in which votes are cast, confidence in, 
425 

asked of blacks, 425 

system in which voles are cast in tins country 
discriminates against some people, 425 
asked of blacks, 425 

system in which votes are cast in this country 
needs overhaul, 426 
asked of blacks, 426 
system in which votes are cast in your 
community discriminates against some 
people, 425 
asked of blacks, 425 

television, Internet, or newspaper as easiest-to- 
use source for news about, 397 
television, Internet, or newspaper as most 
reliable source for news about. 397 
television, Internet, or newspaper as most 
up-to-date source for news about, 397 
think Bush and Democrats in Congress will put 
politics behind them, 430 
trust Congress, Florida legislature. Florida 
Supreme Court, or U.S. Supreme Court to 
make final selection of president. 412-13 
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Presidential election dispute (continued) 

used Internet to look up information about, 396 
used Internet to look up information about how 
often, 396 

U.S. Supreme Court fair in deciding vote 
recount case in Florida, 411 
U.S. Supreme Court fair in ending Flonda vote 
recount, 416 

U.S. Supreme Court justices influenced by 
personal political views when deciding 
Florida recount case, 411 
U.S. Supreme Court justices voted to end 
Florida vote recount based on merits of 
case or desire to have Bush as president, 

416 

U.S Supreme Court should allow manual 
recount of votes to continue in Florida, 411 
U.S. Supreme Court will rule in favor of Gore 
or Bush, 411-12 

view Palm Beach County results as final after 
recount, 374 

vote for Gore or Bush if election were today 
(12/13), 416 

voted for Bush, Gore, Nader, or another 
candidate, 397 

weekly newsmagazines as important source for 
news about, 409 

willing to wait for final resolution, 382, 390,402 
worse if your candidate does not become 
president or if uncertainty continues, 382 
Presley, Elvis 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
as greatest Rock and Roll star, 265 
Prince 

as greatest Rock and Roll star, 265 
Prisons 

do good job in maintaining safe environment 
for inmates, 301 

do good job in maintaining security, 301 
do good job in rehabilitating inmates, 301 
Privacy invasions 

protecting Americans from, handled by Bush, 86 
protecting Americans from, handled by Gore, 86 
See also Census, U.S.; Internet 
Protestants 

Gallup analysis of their views of Catholics 
99-101 

your religious preference as Roman Catholic, 
Jewish, Orthodox, or, 96 
Public schools 

any of your children expressed worry about 
UnSa * e at sc * 10 °i (asked of parents), 

confidence in, 209 


fear for your child’s safety when at school 
(asked of parents), 294 

Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in sup¬ 
port for mandatory teacher testing, 361-63 
Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for public school testing, 361-63 
Gallup analysis of gender and parly gaps in 
support for school vouchers, 361-63 
local school district taxes as too high, 294 
satisfaction with, Kindergarten through Grade 
12, 293 

what government action [listl would help 
improve, 241-42 

will child attend private, parochial, or (asked 
of parents), 294 

willing to pay higher taxes to improve, 294 
See also Creationism; Education; Prayer in 
public schools; School violence 
Putin, Vladimir 

know name (Putin) of Russian president, 175 


Race relations 

Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for racial preferences, 361-63 
handled by Bush, 258 
handled by Gore, 258 
as most important problem, 192 
as presidential election issue, 19, 72, 281 
as presidential election issue (asked of blacks), 
281 

Racism 

Confederate flag seen as symbol of, 145 
discrimination as serious problem in this 
country (asked of blacks), 282 
discrimination as serious problem where you 
live (asked of blacks), 282 
’ ul ;U! conflict as serious problem for country, 
316 

as worst problem facing your community, 19 f 
Radio talk shows 

as important source of news about Florida 
election controversy, 409 
Ramsey, John and Patsy 
feeJ sympathetic toward, 88 
Ramsey, JonBenet 

followed news about murder, 88 
who do you think killed her [list], 88 
will case ever be solved, 88 
Reagan, Ronald 

Gallup analysis of approval rating in 

December of last year in office, 422 

Gallup analysis of gender gap, Carter vs., 159 
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Gallup analysis of gender gap. Mondale vs., 159 
Gallup analysis of post-convention “bounce ” 
229 

as greatest president, 58 
as greatest president since WWII, 263-64 
as most admired man, 431 
as most admired person in this century, 264 
as worst president, 59 
Real estate agents 
honesty rating, 389 
Recession 

likely during next twelve months, 407 
Reform Parly candidates. See Buchanan, Pat; 

Foster, Ezola 
Religion 

attended church or synagogue how often, 94-95 
attended church or synagogue in last seven 
days, 94 

Bush or McCain as too close to religious right. 70 
can answer today’s problems, 95 
confidence in church or organized, 208 
describe yourself as “born-again” or 
evangelical, 97 
important in your own life, 93 
increasing its influence, 95-96 
member of church or synagogue. 94 
spirituality as biggest challenge you face 
today, 192 

your preference as Protestant, Roman Catholic, 
Jewish, or Orthodox, 96 
See also Bible; Creationism; Prayer in public 
schools 
Reno, Janet 

Elfan Gonzalez situation handled by, 129, 131 
know name (Reno) of Attorney General, 34 
Republican National Convention 
described as boring, 225 
described as entertaining, 225 
described as good for democracy, 225 
described as informative, 225 
Gallup analysis of economy and taxes issues, 
245-46 ' 

Gallup analysis of education issue, 240—42 
Gallup analysis of post-convention “bounce,” 
228-30 

party should stop having, 224 
plan to get news from Internet about. 225 
plan to watch how much of, 225 
viewing it on broadcast networks or cable net¬ 
works, 225 
Republican Party 

choice of vice president who disagrees with 
you on abortion would not affect your vote 
for Bush, 226 


Democratic Party or, will do better job of 
dealing with Internet privacy matters, 386 
Gallup analysis of party gap on issues [list], 
362-63 

Gallup analysis of Republican voters, 238-40 
hold open or closed primaries, 69 
laws limiting “soft money” would hurt 
Democratic Party more than, 344 
news media favor Democrats or Republicans, 
408 

opinion of, 12-13, 378 
reaching out to minorities, 282 
representing interests of blacks, 282 
represents your values, 272, 280 
represents your values (asked of blacks), 280 
trust it to protect environment, 12] 
views as too extreme, 272 
vote for its candidate in elections for Congress 
16-17, 237, 272,283, 371 
Republicans in Congress 
approval rating, 272 

likely to work with leaders of other party, 427 
Retirement 

money for, as biggest challenge you face 
today, 192 
Richardson, Bill 

should resign because of Los Alamos nuclear 
secrets controversy, 208 
Richest person 

know name of, in U.S., 34 
Ripken, Cal, Jr. 

as greatest athlete active today, 289 
Roberts, Julia 

make special effort to see, 98 
Rock and Roll musicians 

greatest band or group [list], 265-66 
greatest singer or band member [list], 265 
The Rolling Stones 

as greatest Rock and Roll group. 265 
Roosevelt, Eleanor 

as most admired person in this century, 264 
Roosevelt, Franklin 

as greatest president. 58 
as most admired person in this century, 264 
as worst president. 59 
Roosevelt, Theodore 

as greatest president, 58 
Rose, Pete 

as greatest athlete of century, I 
Russia 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 3-4, 101, 175 
better off since fall of Berlin Wall, 4 
continue to support President Yeltsin, 3 
know name (Putin) of president of, 175 
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Russia {continued) 

opinion of, 3, 101, 173, 380 
possession of nuclear weapons by, would 
threaten U.S... 101 

possession of nuclear weapons by, would 
threaten world peace, 101 
as significant military threat to U.S. today, 3 
U.S. missile defense system would interfere 
with treaties with Russians, 172 
Ruth, Babe 

as greatest athlete of century , 1 
Ryan, Meg 

make special effort to see, 98 


Sampras, Pete 

as greatest athlete active today, 289 
Sanders, Deion 

as greatest athlete active today, 2S9 
San Francisco 

considered safe, 298 
ranked not safe, 299 
Satisfaction 

better off than eight years ago. 13 
with availability' of health care, 204 
with moral values of this country, 204 
with opportunity for next generation to live 
better than parents, 204 

with opportunity for poor person to get ahead 
204 

with position of U.S. in world today, 171 
with progress in reducing poverty and 
homelessness, 204 
with quality of education, 204 
with state of economy, 13, 204 
with way things are going m U.S., 12.203^1 
367-68, 378 
Saudi Arabia 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 175 

School violence. See Littleton, Colorado, school 
shootings 

Schwarzenegger, Arnold 

make special effort to see, 98 
Schwarzkopf, Norman 
as greatest general, 410 
Seagal, Steven 

make special effort to see, 99 
Seattle 

considered safe. 298 
ranked not safe, 299 
Seger, Bob 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
as greatest Rock and Roll star, 265 


Senators 

honesty rating, 388 
Senior citizens 

care for elderly as issue to be addressed by 
next president, 212 

as priority for Bush administration. 428 
The Sixth Sense (movie) 

have seen or expect to see, 98 
like to see it win Oscar, 98 
Skating 

as favorite Summer Olympic event, 307 
Soccer 

as favorite sport to watch, 136 
as favorite Summer Olympic event, 307 
Social Security 

allowing people to invest portion of, would 
strengthen benefits to retirees today, 183 
allowing people to invest portion of, would 
strengthen benefits to retirees in twenty- 
five years, 183 

dealt with (handled) by Bush, 25, 85, 143, 242, 
248, 258, 275, 309, 357 
dealt with (handled) by Gore, 24, 85, 143, 242, 
248, 258, 275,309, 357 

favor Bush’s proposal to allow people to invest 
portion of, 183 

favor proposal to allow people to invest 
portion of, 183 

fund as now or change system as greater risk 
183 

Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for privatizing, 361-63 
Gallup analysis of importance of, 322 
as issue to be addressed by next president, 212 
less sound if Bush is elected, 196 
less sound if Gore is elected, 195 
maintaining, as biggest challenge you face 
today, 192 

as most important problem, 191 

as presidential election issue, 18, 72, 242, 280, 
356 

as presidential election issue (asked of blacks), 
280 

as priority for Bush administration, 428 
use budget surplus to strengthen, 318 

as worst problem lacing your community. 190 
Sosa, Sammy 

as greatest athlete active today, 289 
South America 

what happens in, as important to U.S., 186 
South Korea 

opinion of, 380 
Spacey, Kevin 

make special effort to see, 99 
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Spirituality 

as biggest challenge you face today, 192 
Sports 

favorite sport [list] to watch, 135-36 
greatest athlete active today [list], 289 
greatest athlete of century [list], 1 
See also Summer Olympics 
Springsteen, Bruce 

as greatest Rock and Roll star, 265 
Standard of living 

satisfaction with opportunity for next 

generation to live better than parents, 204 
States’ rights 

as major issue in what war, 141 
Stevenson, Adlai 

Gallup analysis of gender gap, Eisenhower vs., 
159 

Stewart, Rod 

as greatest Rock and Roll star, 265 
Stockbrokers 

honesty rating, 389 
Stock market 

amount invested is above or below $50,000 
(asked of investors), 152 
bought stocks based on environmental record 
of companies, 122 

ever put funds in “socially responsible" 
investments (asked of investors), 153 
Gore or Bush would have more positive 
influence on, if elected, 355 
have money invested now in, 79-80, 152 
heard of “socially responsible" investments 
(asked of investors), 153 
importance of candidates' positions on, in 
influencing your vote, 355 
investing thousand dollars in, 347,407 
as presidential election issue, 356 
volatility in, to be expected, 79 
Streep, Meryl 

make special effort to see, 98 
Summer Olympics 

important that U.S, win more medals than any 
other country, 307 
intend to watch how much of, 307 
know where 2000 Olympics are being held, 

307 

your favorite event [list], 307 
Super Bowl 

names of any players on Titans or Rams, 30 
names of two teams who will be playing, 30 
plan to attend party on game day, 30 
plan to bet on Titans or Rams, 30 
plan to put money into office pool, 30 
plan to watch game, 30 


plan to watch game for excitement or anyway, 30 
which team will win, Tennessee Titans or St. 

Louis Rams, 30 
which team won, 290 
which team would you like to see win, 
Tennessee Titans or St. Louis Rams, 30 
Supreme Court, U.S. 

accept Court’s decision to stop manual vote 
recounts in Florida, 419 
accept Florida recount ruling as legitimate 
outcome, 411 

agree with decision that ended Florida vote 
recount, 415-16 

allow manual recount of votes to continue in 
Florida, 411 

allow openly gay adults to serve as Boy Scout 
leaders, 199 
confidence in, 209 

fair in deciding vote recount case in Florida, 
411,416 

Gore or Bush would have most votes if Court 
had allowed vole recount to continue in 
Florida, 419 

Gore should concede election if Court rules 
against him, 412 

justices influenced by personal political views 
when deciding Florida recount case, 411 
justices voted to end Florida vote recount 
based on merits of case or desire to have 
Bush as president, 416 
lose comldence in, for ending Florida vote 
recount, 416 

make "partial-birth" abortion procedure illegal, 
200 

trust Court to make final selection of president. 
412-13 

trust in Judicial branch headed by, 216 
types of justices picked for, as presidential 
election issue, 356 

will rule in favor of Gore or Bush, 411-12 
See also Constitutional rights 
“Survivor” (television show) 

choose to compete on island for survival or 
live in house where everything you do is 
videotaped, 222 
followed closely, 266 
happened to watch, 222 
heard or read about, 222 
love or hate these types of shows. 222 
who will win, 266 
would like whom to win. 266 
would vote off whom next, 266 
SUVs (sports utility vehicles) 

anyone in your household own, 80 
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SUVs (sports utility vehicles) (continued) 
considered buying Ford Explorer before 
Firestone tire news, 306 
Firestone li re incident will have no effect on 
your buying Ford Explorer in future, 306 
Swimming 

as favorite sport to watch, 136 
as favorite Summer Olympic event, 307 
Syria 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 175 
opinion of, 5S 


Taiwan 

as ally or enemy of U,S., 92,175 
opinion of, 91, 173 

possession of nuclear weapons by, would 
threaten U.S., 92 

possession of nuclear weapons by, would 
threaten world peace, 92 

Taxes 

as biggest challenge you face today, 192 
dealt with (handled) by Bush. 24, 85, 143, 242 
248,258,275,288,309,357 
dealt with (handled) by Gore. 23, 85, 143. 242, 
248,258,275,288,309, 357 
as issue to be addressed by next president, 212 
lower tax on fuel oil in your state to deal with 
increased fuel prices, 107 
as most important problem, 191 
as priority for Bush administration, 428 
reduce federal gas tax to deal with increased 
gas prices, 107 

as worst problem facing your community 190 
192 

Taxes, income (federal) 

amount Americans pay, as presidential election 
issue, 18, 72 

amount you have to pay as too high, 117 

best plan for cutting, by Bauer. Bush, Forbes 
Keyes, or McCain, 36 
favor cut in, 309 

favor Gore’s or Bush’s plan to cut, 288, 309 
Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for across-the-board cuts, 361-63 
Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for targeted cuts, 361-63 
Gallup analysis of Republican National 
Convention and issue of, 245-46 

GO ^88°309 USh ' S pr0p0Sals would cut more, 

pass tax credit for fuel-efficient vehicles to 
deal with increased gas prices, 107 


prefer across-the board or targeted cuts, 309 
prefer across-the board or targeted cuts for 
those making less than $70,000, 309-10 
as presidential election issue, 19, 72, 192, 242 
280 

as presidential election issue (asked of blacks), 
280 

use budget surplus more for tax cuts and less 
for education and health care, 318-19 
use budget surplus to cut, 318 
wealthy or middle and working classes would 
benefit from Bush’s tax cut plan, 288 
wealthy or middle and working classes would 
benefit from Gore’s tax cut plan, 288 
you love or hate doing your taxes, 117-18 
Taxes, school district 
local, as too high, 294 
willing to pay higher, 294 
Teachers, college 
honesty rating, 388 
Teachers, grade-school 

Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for mandatory testing, 361-63 
honesty rating, 388 
Teachers, high-school 

Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for mandatory testing, 361-63 
honesty rating, 388 
Teenagers 

juvenile crime as worst problem facing your 
community, 190 

lack of activities for youth as worst problem 
facing your community, 190 
Teenagers, asked of 

Bonaparte is identified with what nation, 141 
Churchill is identified with what nation, 141 
Columbus discovered America in what year, 141 
free press is guaranteed by what document. 141 
Gandhi is identified with what nation, 141 
Hitler is identified with what nation, 141 
independence was declared in what year, 141 

states rights was an issue in what war, 141 
Television 

enjoy watching, for news about Florida 
election controversy, 397 
as easy-to-use source for news about Florida 
election controversy, 397 
how many hours do you watch on weekdays, 5 
influence of, as cause of gun violence, 157 
late-night talk shows as important source of 

news about Florida election controversy 
409 ' 

as reliable source for news about Florida 
election controversy, 397 
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as up-to-date source for news about Florida 
election controversy, 397 
Television news 

cable news networks as important source about 
Florida election controversy, 409 
confidence in, 209 

local news from area stations as important 

source about Florida election controversy 
409 

morning network news programs as important 
source about Florida election coverage, 408 
nightly network news programs as important 
source about Florida election controversy 

408 

Sunday morning news programs as important 
source about Florida election controversy 

409 

viewing political conventions on broadcast 
networks or cable networks, 225 
weekly newsmagazines as important source 
about Florida election controversy, 409 
Television reporters and commentators 
honesty rating, 389 
Tennis 

as favorite sport to watch, 136 
Terrorism 

consider warnings about possible New Year’s 
Eve terrorism as overreactions, 2 
likely that there will be terrorist attacks in U.S, 
on New Year’s Eve, 2 

likely to change your behavior this New Year’s 
Eve because of concerns about, 2 
terrorists likely to explode nuclear bomb in 
U.S. within ten years, 176 
U.S. cities should not cancel large public 
gatherings on New Year’s Eve, 2 
worried that you will become victim of attack 
similar to Oklahoma City bombing, 125 
See also Oklahoma City bombing 
Texas 

know name of governor of, 34 
Thanksgiving Day 

look forward most to eating [list], 384 
most thankful for [list], 384 
Thatcher, Margaret 

as most admired person in this century, 264 
as most admired woman, 43! 

Thorpe, Jim 

as greatest athlete of century, 1 
Time Warner 

merger as good or bad between AOL and, 42 
Tobacco companies 

approve Florida jury’s order for them to pay 
damages to smokers, 221 


smokers or, blamed for health problems, 221.394 
“The Tonight Show” 

know name of host of, 34 
Track and field 

as favorite Summer Olympic event, 307 
Trade. See Free trade; Foreign trade 
Traffic problems 

changed your life because of, 180 

changed your life in what ways [list] because 
of, 180 

gotten better in your area, 179 
as major inconvenience in your area, 179 
solve by expanding public transportation, 180 
solve by expanding road system, 180 
stuck in traffic jams how often, 180 

takes how many minutes to drive from home to 
work, 179 

will get better in your area, 177 
as worse problem facing your community, 

190 

Travolta, John 

make special effort to see, 98 
Truman, Harry S. 

Gallup analysis of approval rating in 
December of last year in office. 422 
as greatest president, 58 
as greatest president since WWI1, 263-64 
as worst president, 59 
Tyler, Steven 

as greatest Rock and Roll star, 265 

u 

U2 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
Unemployment 

finding a job as biggest challenge you face 
today, 192 

as worst problem facing your community, 190, 
192 

United Stales (America) 

better off since fall of Berlin Wall, 4 
Brazil as ally or enemy of. 173 
Canada as ally or enemy of, 173 
China as ally or enemy of, 92, 173 
Colombia as ally or enemy of, 174 
Cuba as ally or enemy of, 174 
Egypt as ally or enemy of, 174 
France as ally or enemy of, 174 
Germany as ally or enemy of, 174 
Great Britain as ally or enemy of, 174 
Greece as ally or enemy of, 174 
important for it to be number one in world 
economically, 204 


TWO THOUSAND 


473 








United Stales (America) (continued) 

important for it to be number one in world 
militarily, 171-72,205 
India as ally or enemy of, 89, 174 
Iran as ally or enemy of, 174 
Iraq as ally or enemy of, 174 
Israel as ally or enemy of, 174 
Italy as ally or enemy of, 174 
Japan as ally or enemy of, 174 
Jordan as ally or enemy of, 175 
likely that terrorists will explode nuclear bomb 
in U.S. within ten years, 176 
likely that U.S- will be attacked by country 
using nuclear weapons within ten years, 176 
made mistake in going into war in Korea, 194 
Mexico as ally or enemy of, 175 
North Korea as ally or enemy of, 175 
an number one in world economically, 172, 204 
as number one in world militarily, 171, 205 
outlook for next twenty years as optimistic, 339 
Pakistan as ally or enemy of, 89, 175 
Palestinian Authority as ally or enemy of, 175 
possession of nuclear weapons by China would 
threaten, 92 

possession of nuclear weapons by India would 
threaten, S9 

possession of nuclear weapons by Pakistan 
would threaten, 89 

possession of nuclear weapons by Russia 
would threaten, 101 

possession of nuclear weapons by Taiwan 
would threaten, 92 
rated in eyes of world, 204 

as respected throughout world as eight years 
ago. 13 

role of, in world affairs as presidential election 
issue, 19.72 

Russia as ally or enemy of, 3^1, 101, 175 
satisfaction with its position in world today 
171 

satisfaction with way things are goin^ in 12 
203-4,367-68,378 ° ’ ' 

Saudi Arabia as ally or enemy of, 175 
Syria as ally or enemy of, 175 
Taiwan as ally or enemy of, 92, 175 
Vietnam as ally or enemy of, 175 
will get into nuclear war within ten years, 176 
won or lost Korean War, 194 
Upper class 

v " ■ n;i y would benefit from Bush’s tax cut 
plan, 288 

wealthy would benefit from Gore’s tax cut 
plan, 288 

you belong in, 288 


Upper-middle class 
you belong in, 288 
Urban sprawl 

worry about, 316 
USA Today 

as important source of news about Florida 
election controversy, 408 


V 

Vacation 

expect to take, during Christmas holidays, 429 
expect to take, during Christmas holidays for 
how many days, 429 

taken any, away from home six nights in row, 5 
Valentine’s Day 

believe in love at first sight, 49 
believe in “one true love,” 49 
ever fallen in love at first sight, 49 
Van Damme. Jean-Claude 
make special effort to see, 99 
Veterans 

honoring, as reason to celebrate Memorial 
Day, 165 

will be going to veteran’s cemetery on 
Memorial Day, 165 
Veterinarians 

honesty rating, 388 
Vice President 

know name of, 34 

Vice presidential candidates. See Cheney, Dick; 

Foster, Ezola; LaDuke, Winona; Lieberman, Joe 
Vietnam 

as ally or enemy of U.S., 175 
opinion of, 380 

U.S. made mistake in sending troops to fight 
in, 380-81 
Violence 

as most important problem, 191 
as serious problem for country, 316 


w 

Wages 

low, as worst problem facing your community, 
190 

Wall Street Journal 

as important source of news about Florida 
election controversy, 408 
Washington, DC 
considered safe, 298 
ranked not safe, 299 
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Washington, Denzel 

know name (Washington) of star of movie 
Hurricane , 34 

make special effort to see, 98 
Washington, George 
as greatest general, 410 
as greatest president, 58 

Wealthy people. See Richest person; Upper class 
Welfare 

as most important problem, 192 
people on, as worst problem facing your 
community, 190 
Welfare reform 

as issue to be addressed by next president, 212 
Western Europe 

what happens in, as important to U.S., 186 
The Who 

as greatest Rock and Roll group, 265 
“Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?” 

have watched, hosted by Regis Philbin. 65 
know name of host of, 34 
like to see questions become more difficult, 65 
tried to call contestant line to be on. 65 
Williams, Robin 

make special effort to see, 98 
Williams, Venus 

as greatest athlete active today, 289 
Willis, Bruce 

make special effort to see, 98 
Winfrey, Oprah 

as most admired woman, 431 
Witches 

believe in, 359 
Women 

agree with goals of women's rights movement, 

120 

employed fult time, part time, retired, or 
unemployed, 43 

favor increased enforcement of equal pay laws 
for, 43 

feel you are paid less than a man (asked of 
women), 43 

Gallup analysts of gender gap on issues [list], 362 
Gallup analysis of gender and party gaps in 
support for gender preferences, 361-63 
Gallup analysis of vote for president by 
gender, 159-61 

impact of women’s rights movement on 
nation’s policies, 119 
look for husband who is handsome or has 
money, 373 

most admired woman (list], 431 
representing interests of, handled by Bush, 85 


representing interests of, handled by Gore, 85 
women paid less than men (asked of men), 43-44 
See also Mother 
Woods, Tiger 

as greatest athlete active today, 289 
as greatest professional golfer today, 108 
know name (Woods) of top professional 
golfer, 34 

Nicklaus or, as better golfer, 109 
opinion of. 289 
Workers 

corporate mergers as good or bad for, 42,360 
deserve most credit for good economy, 262 
increased trade between U.S, and China would 
threaten U.S. workers, 154 
See also Women 
Working class 

would benefit from Bush’s tax cut plan, 288 
would benefit from Gore's tax cut plan, 288 
you belong in, 288 
World Trade Organization 

allow China to join, 92, 124,154, 162 
followed news about China and, 153 
Wrestling 

as favorite sport to watch, 136 

Y 

Y2K computer problem 

consider warnings about possible problems as 
overreactions, 1 

likely that there will be major problems in 
other countries this New Year's as result of, 
2 

likely that there will be major problems in (J.S. 

this New Year’s as result of, 1 
likely to change your behavior this New Year's 
because of concerns relating to, 1-2 
Yeltsin, Boris 

continue to support, 3 
Young people 

more levelheaded today than twenty-five years 
ago, 372-73 
Yugoslavia 

favor U.S. financial aid to, if Milosevic is 
removed from power, 334 
followed news about Milosevic’s election, 

333 

situation handled by Clinton. 333 

Z 

Zaharias, Babe Didrikson 

as greatest athlete of century, 1 
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